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FOREWORD 


Sino-Japanese characters, or kanji, consist of logically interrelated parts that form a 
systematic network of interlinked symbols representing both meanings and sound. 
They function as an integrated system, rather than as a set of disconnected symbols 
that must be memorized by rote. 

The traditional approach to making sense of this system has been through the 
study of etymology. A characters etymology and how it relates to its modern mean- 
ing is often an interesting story that helps the learner memorize the character. 
What typifies the etymological approach is that it is based on historical facts to 
explain how each component contributes to the character's meaning. This is the 
approach that I use in my book Kanji no saibakken (Rediscovering Kanji), which 
introduces the "Atomic Theory of Chinese Characters." As I illustrate there, knowl- 
edge of etymology can be of genuine value to learners when presented in groups 
of kanji that share the same phonetic component. 

In this kanji course, Andrew Scott Conning aims to make learning kanji as 
straightforward as possible by effectively adapting etymological information to 
pedagogical purposes. What he has produced is not merely a list of mnemonics, 
but an integrated, self-guiding, self-reinforcing course that offers a comprehensive 
system for interpreting the main meaning(s) of each character from its graphical 
constituents, While it generally preserves the historical meaning of each graphical 
component, or grapheme, it breaks free from rigid adherence to etymology. 

This combination of discipline and flexibility allows the author to tap into 
rich etymological sources while offering learners effective shortcuts for remem- 
bering character meanings. The wisdom in fusing a conservative adherence to 
etymological convention at the grapheme level (across characters) with a liberal 
transcendence of it at the character-formation level (within characters) will become 
apparent in due course. 

To illustrate the effectiveness of this approach, consider the character 東 (EAST). 
We can visualize 東 as the “sun” (||) rising behind a “tree” ( 木 ) in the EAST. Using 
this interpretive (but historically inaccurate) approach, the learner has little dif- 
ficulty in memorizing this character's meaning. In reality, 东 originates from $,a 
picture of a bag pierced through by a stick used in ancient times for carrying water 
bags. Since 東 is pronounced dong in Chinese, it was *borrowed" and assigned the 
meaning EAST, also pronounced dong, without relation to its original meaning. 

It is no doubt easier to remember this character with the interpretive approach 
by associating the meaning EAST with the concrete image of *the sun rising 
behind a tree." To most kanji learners—who are primarily interested in efficient 
memorization—the loss of historical authenticity is of little consequence. 

Now let us consider how the etymological and interpretive approaches com- 
pare across a group of related characters, using a series based on the element = 


Etymological sources for t5 provide meanings such as “arrow,” “spool,” *wind- 
ing,” or “bending.” Unfortunately for the learner, how these meanings are related 
to modern character meanings such as SELF (已 ) and WRITE DOWN ( 記 ) is far from 
straightforward, and is indeed a matter of scholarly debate. 

The author's solution is to borrow from etymology the notion of *winding" 
or “bending” (easily visible in the shape of L) to produce a concrete image of a 
kneeling human body with the head bent forward. He then combines this image 
with the meaning of L5 as an independent character (SELF) by assigning to 已 the 
graphemic meaning of *kneeling self." 

Let's see how this works. The image of a kneeling and bowed figure works 
well for Ù as an independent character, given the humility expected of a Japanese 
speaker in referring to one's SELF. To learn the character for WRITE DOWN (ji), 
the learner simply visualizes © as the “kneeling self" kneeling before a writing 
desk, writing down “words” (F). Likewise, the notion of DISCIPLINE (fi!) can be 
visualized as the “kneeling self” using a “rope” (4%) to restrain oneself. Similarly, 
the abstract idea of REFORM ( 改 ) can be seen in the image of striking oneself with a 
“rod” (4¢), while the meaning RISE (起 ) is represented in the image of the “kneeling 
self” rising abruptly in order to “run” (jE), 

It is clear that studying characters organized in groups like the above is more 
effective than memorizing each one in isolation. The 已 -series illustrates the cre- 
ative, flexible, and etymologically informed way in which this course allows users 
to associate a single grapheme with a diverse set of meanings. The power of this 
method lies in invoking concrete imagery adapted to the needs of explaining con- 
temporary meanings while maintaining etymological authenticity on the grapheme 
level. 

In my capacity as the editor-in-chief of several kanji dictionaries and author of 
a book on kanji etymology, several features of this innovative course struck me as 
particularly remarkable. 

First and foremost, the concrete imagery helps the learner memorize the mean- 
ings of complex characters from their graphical components. As can be seen from 
the annotations for Hi and for the E-series, such imagery serves as a powerful 
mnemonic because it leaves a lasting impression on the mind. 

Second, the sequence in which the kanji are introduced represents a break- 
through in kanji pedagogy. The meaning of each grapheme is explained before it 
appears as a component of other characters, ensuring that the learner understands 
all component parts when learning new kanji. 

Third, the mnemonic effect is reinforced by presenting graphically similar char- 
acters together, rather than as isolated units, which provides a smooth, streamlined 
course of study that is both easy to follow and mnemonically self-reinforcing. 

Fourth, this course links the mnemonic annotations to semantically accu- 
rate, concise mnemonic keywords that encapsulate each character’s core meaning. 
Derived from my own Kodansba Kanji Learner's Dictionary, the core meanings allow 
the learner to accurately grasp the character’s meanings as a concise conceptual 
unit. This is another feature that distinguishes this course from every other kanji 
self-teaching method. 

Fifth, special attention is given to learning each kanji in a differentiated way; 
that is, learning the characters in a mutually contrastive manner that connects 
their graphical distinctions to their underlying semantic differences. The author 
thus immunizes the learner from what is perhaps the greatest source of difficulty 
arising at the intermediate and advanced stages of study, which is the confusion 
produced by multitudes of look-alike characters. 
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To see an example, the reader can flip to entry 0814, which focuses learners' 
attention on the distinction between kanji based on 4i), "J, and 司 , Groups of kanji 
based on 可 and | immediately follow; moreover, a second group based on "JJ is 
appropriately cross-referenced. This approach allows the learner to associate the 
meaning of each character with the features that distinguish it from graphically 
similar characters. 

Finally, while the meanings of graphemes are rooted in historical etymology, 
the annotations for individual kanji are defined by their eclectic use of a variety 
of mnemonic techniques, such as concrete imagery, semantic analysis, historical 
etymology, and other techniques. The guiding principle is practicality, rather than 
rigid adherence to a theoretical principle. 

This is not the first time that a mnemonic approach has been applied to the 
learning of kanji. However, the present course surpasses previous works in the 
thorough approach it takes and in the skillful balance it strikes between etymo- 
logical authenticity and the practical needs of the learner. The innovative use of 
concrete imagery, the emphasis on differentiation, the effective sequence of pre- 
sentation, and the mnemonically effective core meanings round out the course, 
making it the most effective kanji learning tool available today. 


Saitama, Japan Jack Halpern 
CEO of The CJK Dictionary Institute 
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PREFACE 


The purpose of this course is to assist the non-native learner in remembering the 
basic meanings of Sino-Japanese characters (kanji), and in applying kanji-based 
vocabulary in a communicative context. 

In its coverage, arrangement, and pedagogical approach, this course reflects 
the assumption that the user's overriding goal is not to find the shortest route to 
some elementary or intermediate stage of kanji proficiency, but to find the most 
efficient and reliable route to genuine literacy. It contains all 2136 Joyo (“Tegular- 
use") kanji plus 164 of the most useful non-Joyo characters, specially arranged to 
maximize efficiency of acquisition. Each kanji is accompanied by an explanation 
of how to remember its meaning so as to distinguish it from similar ones. Many 
explanations involve the use of visualization and concrete imagery, but some rely 
on other mnemonic techniques, as appropriate. The goal throughout is to offer 
pragmatic, time-saving solutions to remembering the kanji. 

I sincerely hope that this course will help learners on their way toward a more 
direct and profound understanding of Japan and its people, whose generosity, 
support, and everyday kindness provided this work’s foundation as well as its 
inspiration. 

The preparation of this text was made possible by a Japanese Ministry of Education 
research fellowship and the institutional support of the University of Tokyo, for 
which I am indebted to Professor Takeo Funabiki. Most of the research and writ- 
ing took place at the Tokyo Metropolitan Library, the Japan Foundation Library, 
the Okayama Prefectural Library, and the libraries of Harvard University and the 
University of Tokyo. My sincere thanks to the librarians of these institutions for their 
assistance. I am also grateful to Mr. Yasuhiro Takeda of the Ministry of Education’s 
Agency for Cultural Affairs, for his patient help with my numerous requests for 
information while his agency was preparing the revisions to the Joyo Kanji List. 

I wish to express my warm appreciation to Michael Staley and his colleagues at 
Kodansha, who turned this text from a mere concept into a reality; Jack Halpern of 
the CJK Dictionary Institute, who generously granted permission to reprint material 
from the Kodansha Kanji Learner's Dictionary; the staff of the CJK Dictionary Institute, 
who provided invaluable assistance with the preparation of the readings index; 
Kay Yokota, who edited the manuscript with consummate expertise; Toyoko Kon, 
who skillfully designed the layout; Roo Heins, Chikako Imoto, and Ayumi Minowa, 
who proofread every page with care and perseverance. I am especially grateful to 
Hiroko Takahashi, Tadamasa Iwai, Hideki Shiromoto, Taeko Shiromoto, Fuminori 
Nagasawa, Katsuo Nagasawa, Kunio Matsushita, James Mark Shields, Rebecca 
Givens Rolland, Andrew Smith Lewis, Paloma Escalante Gonzalbo, and E. Anthony 
Fessler for their advice, personal support, and motivating example; and above all to 
my family, whose constant support allowed this project to reach completion. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Non-native learners of ]apanese have long wished for a simple and reliable way 
to remember the meanings of Sino-Japanese characters, or kanji. Over the years, 
a number of exceptionally insightful students of the kanji—people such as Michael 
Pye, James Heisig, Jack Halpern, and Kenneth Henshall—have pointed the way 
toward this goal." These scholars understood from their own experience that it is 
more efficient for adults to learn kanji through an interpretive mnemonic approach 
than through the mechanical repetition used by schoolchildren. Their pioneering 
efforts have helped generations of learners overcome the kanji barrier. 

My purpose in creating this course has been to extend previous work by develop- 
ing a comprehensive and pedagogically sound method for remembering the mean- 
ings of all the characters required for genuine literacy in Japanese. I have pursued 
this objective in a variety of ways, such as by introducing characters in a streamlined 
and pedagogically effective sequence, by explaining the meanings of graphical com- 
ponents step by step, by summarizing character meanings in concise keywords to 
facilitate memorization, by applying mnemonic techniques pragmatically and oppor- 
tunistically, by highlighting the contrastive features of graphically similar characters, 
and by using concrete imagery to make the meanings of many difficult characters 
immediately apparent. In these and other ways, I hope that the present volume will 
help lower the kanji barrier once more. 

What follows is a complete kanji course for non-native learners. Its primary 
goal is to help you remember the basic meanings of each kanji, But it also helps 
you actively apply each kanji's principal meanings and readings by learning a few 
sample vocabulary words, carefully chosen to illustrate the kanji's uses and to help 
you employ it in everyday communication. Finally, by indicating each kanji's stroke 
order, explaining the component parts of the kanji step by step, and teaching you 
how to differentiate among graphically similar kanji, this course offers a solid 
foundation for learning how to write kanji accurately. It thus offers not simply 
a series of memory aids but an integrated system for studying the kanji. 


M ——————— 


*Pye, M. The Study of Kanji: A Handbook of Japanese Characters. Tokyo: Hokuseido, 1971. 
Heisig, J. Remembering the Kanji I: A Complete Course on How Not to Forget the Meaning and Writing of 
Japanese Characters. Tokyo: Japan Publications Trading Co., 1977. 
Halpern, J. (20 WHEN Kanji no saibakken [Rediscovering Kanji]. Tokyo: Shodensha, 1987. 
Henshall, K. A Guide to Remembering Japanese Characters. Rutland, VT: Charles E. Tuttle Co., 1988. 


BACKGROUND AND BASICS 


Kanji and the Japanese Language 

The earliest attempts to write the Japanese language used imported Chinese 
characters, irrespective of their meaning, as phonetic symbols for similar native 
sounds. As these complex ideographs proved unsuitable for the transcription of 
a polysyllabic tongue, the Japanese soon invented a much simpler set of phonetic 
symbols (the kana: first hiragana, and later katakana), but retained the kanji for 
the many words borrowed from Chinese. They also began using kanji to denote 
native Japanese words of similar meaning, this time without regard to phonetic 
similarity, so that many kanji came to have both a Chinese-derived pronunciation 
(the on-yomi, used in reading words borrowed from China) and an unrelated native 
pronunciation (the kun-yomi, used in reading native words). Having thus become 
associated primarily with meanings rather than sounds, kanji could be used to 
represent the stem of a polysyllabic Japanese verb or adjective whose inflected 
portion could be represented by kana. In this way Japanese came to be written in 
a mixture of kana and kanji. 

Today, kanji are used mainly for Chinese-derived nouns, proper nouns, and 
the stems of verbs and adjectives. Hiragana are used for all types of native words 
not written in kanji, and for the inflected endings following a kanji stem, known 
as okurigana (for example, the < in 巻く ). Katakana are used mainly for loanwords, 
names of species, sound-mimicking words, and emphasis (like italics). 

In this mixed scheme, the main function of kanji is to represent basic mean- 
ings, rather than sounds. It is for this reason that in learning Japanese it is useful to 
systematically study character meanings as an independent task. Thus the primary 
focus of this course will be to help you associate each kanji's graphical form with 
its meaning. 

There are several ways to do this. The easiest way is simply to see in the kanji a 
direct representation of either an object (as in the simple pictograms [I] RICE FIELD 
and * FIRE) or an idea (as in the ideograms 上 ABOVE and 下 BELOW). However, 
simple pictograms and ideograms represent only a small percentage of the kanji 
in use today. Their primary importance lies, rather, in their function as building 
blocks from which the vast majority of kanji are assembled. 


Kanji Structure and Its Analysis 

A few words regarding the structure of kanji are now in order. Most kanji are com- 
posed of multiple building blocks, or graphemes—meaningful contrastive graphical 
units. A simple example is the kanji for (cultivated) FIELD (H), which combines the 
kanji (which in this context we would call the “graphemes”) for fire CK) and rice 
field (HH) (as in the main entries, I shall use italics to refer to grapheme meanings 
and CAPITALS to refer to meanings of entire kanji). 

To identify the meaning of these *complex" kanji, it is necessary to interpret 
the clues provided by their component graphemes. However, because of the com- 
plicated evolution in the meanings and graphical form of many kanji, these clues 
are not readily organized into a coherent system. The challenge is made still more 
difficult by the necessity of remembering every kanji in such a way as to clearly 
distinguish it from all others. Herein lies the central problem this text is intended 
to solve: that of devising a comprehensive system of mnemonic clues that allows 
you to remember distinctly and reliably the meaning(s) of all the kanji needed for 
fluent reading in Japanese. 
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In the most common type of kanji, a semantic (meaning-bearing) grapheme is 
combined with a phonetic (sound-bearing) grapheme, producing a character with 
one clue as to its meaning and another as to its sound. For example, consider the 
kanji Al. This is an example of a “left-right pattern” kanji, in which typically the 
grapheme at the left is the semantic component, while the one at the right is the 
phonetic component, Thus # indicates the character has something to do with boats, 
while | suggests the Chinese-derived reading ハク (kanji readings are indicated 
by kana, which needless to say should be learned first). As it turns out, 舶 means 
OCEANGOING SHIP and is indeed pronounced ^7. 

Of course, the clue to the kanji’s meaning, ij, still leaves open a broad range 
of meanings associated with boats. For all we know, #H could mean ROWBOAT, 
CANOE, WARSHIP, RUDDER, GUNWALE, NAVIGATE, or anything else having to do 
with boats. The only thing that distinguishes 前 from other kanji sharing i is the 
phonetic clue 1, which we must therefore use as a secondary clue to its meaning 
(incidentally, 1 means white). One way to do this is to associate white with the 
foamy wake churned up by a large OCEANGOING SHIP. This is an example of 
semantic analysis—more on this in a moment. 

Before we turn our attention exclusively to the issue of remembering kanji 
meanings, let me lower any expectations I may have raised regarding the possibility 
of determining a kanji’s on-yomi based on its phonetic clue. While some phonetic 
hints like § are very useful, most are not. To give an extreme example, though all 
of the characters 税 , 鋭 , 说 , Bi, and Il] have the same phonetic element (見 ), each 
of them has a different primary reading: B (5 4), W (= 4), 説 C), 脱 (7), and 
H (エッ ). Alas, these irregularities are as much the rule as the exception, because 
of both historical changes in the pronunciation of Chinese and the fact that the 
Japanese borrowed characters over a period of hundreds of years and from differ- 
ent linguistic regions within China. Given this situation, you should not concern 
yourself with learning the on-yomi in the same systematic way in which you learn 
kanji meanings, but instead simply absorb them in the process of learning the 
Chinese-derived compounds in which the kanji appear. The exception to this guid- 
ance is the set of 600 or so kanji listed in Appendix 2 (p. 611). 


The Meanings of Component Graphemes 

Each grapheme is introduced the first time it appears, so it is not necessary for you 
to learn the meanings of the different graphemes before beginning to learn those 
of whole characters. Once you have learned a new grapheme, you will start to 
run into it in learning more complex characters, which will naturally reinforce its 
meaning. For convenient reference, the appendixes contain a Table of Grapheme 
Meanings (p. 624), but you will hardly need to use it if you proceed through the 
course in the assigned sequence, 

In the way we piece together the hints provided by a kanji’s component graph- 
emes, we shall be under no obligation to etymological authenticity. Nevertheless, 
for the meanings of the graphemes themselves, I have chosen to adhere to tradition 
for the most part. This is not out of any pretense at conventionality, but rather 
because the traditional meanings are generally the ones most consistently useful 
as memory aids, as will become apparent in due course. Now and then, especially 
where it was useful to have a visual mnemonic, I have ignored the traditional 
meaning. Also, I have occasionally given myself license to treat as a "grapheme" a 
certain distinguishing set of strokes even though it has not traditionally been con- 
sidered a distinct unit, Similar exceptions are detailed in the Table of Grapheme 
Meanings. 
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As you progress through the course, terms less precise than “grapheme” (such 
as “element,” “construction,” “part,” etc.) appear more frequently, I do avoid the 
term “radical,” which in its strict sense refers to that portion of a character that is 
designated by tradition as its semantic root, or to any of 214 forms that are deemed 
eligible to serve this function. In keeping with this course’s expedient approach to 
remembering kanji, we shall not be particularly concerned with knowing which 
part of a kanji is designated by tradition as its radical. For purposes of looking up 
a kanji in a Japanese dictionary organized according to the historical radicals, you 
may find each kanji's radical and radical number in the reference data section of 
its main entry (see p.18, “Explanation of Sample Entry” ©). 


PEDAGOGICAL APPROACH 


This course provides a comprehensive system for remembering the core mean- 
ings of all the kanji needed for genuine literacy in Japanese. The solution arrived 
at is an eclectic mix of mnemonic techniques, relying above all on visualization, 
and paying special attention to the problem of distinguishing look-alike kanji—a 
problem that that bedevils so many advanced learners. 


Eclecticism 

The pedagogical approach of this course is defined above all by its eclecticism. It 
does not attempt to rigidly apply a single method method (such as etymology or 
semantic analysis) to the study of every kanji. Instead, it uses an opportunistic 
approach, taking advantage of whatever method offers the most efficient and reli- 
able way to remember a kanji’s meaning. Different strategies are appropriate to dif- 
ferent kanji. Some are easy to remember as pictograms. Others are best approached 
by linking together the meanings of their component graphemes. Still others are 
best learned by considering their etymology, or by focusing attention on one of 
their distinctive features, or by applying some ad hoc method. For this reason, the 
first guiding principle of this course is that the way a character is learned should 
be adapted pragmatically to the particular qualities of the character, and to those 
of similar characters from which it must be distinguished. 


Semantic Analysis 

Earlier we associated i] with the meaning OCEANGOING SHIP by letting white 
(F1) suggest the foamy wake churned up by a large boat (į). This is an example of 
semantic analysis, in which we use the meanings of individual graphemes to con- 
struct an idea representing the meaning of the character as a whole. This technique 
sometimes provides the most straightforward way to remember a character, and 
we shall exploit it in those cases. 

Unfortunately, there is often so little logical connection between a kanji's com- 
bination of graphemes and its meaning that almost any method of remembering the 
character is easier than trying to analyze the graphemes semantically. Consider the 
kanji for FALL (5), which contains graphemes for grass (^) and water (Y ), as well as 
a phonetic grapheme (各 ) that by itself means each or every. Using semantic analysis, 
we might try to associate the kanji's parts with its meaning through a conceptual 
statement such as “every drop of water FALLS on grass.” Quite apart from its odd- 
ness, this statement has two significant disadvantages from a mnemonic standpoint. 
First, it is indirect: rather than allowing us to immediately recognize the meaning of 
the character in its visual image, it forces us first to pass through an intermediate 


Introduction 


テー 
> 


^" 


stage of cognition. Second, it is abstract: it exists only in the mind, rather than in 
the physical form of the kanji. In short, the analytical method merely substitutes 
the task of remembering kanji with the perhaps more difficult task of remembering 
abstract conceptual statements removed from the kanji's concrete form. 


Visualization 

For this reason, the approach used in this course is to apply some form of visual 
interpretation to complex kanji whenever it is practical to do so, while generally 
(but not always) respecting the individual grapheme meanings. 'The key to this 
method is the use of concrete imagery to supplement (and occasionally replace) 
the semantic face value of a kanji (that is, the meaning one might gather from the 
meanings of its component graphemes), so that its core meaning may be immedi- 
ately apprehensible in its graphical form. 

This approach allows us to simplify the many complex kanji that do not present 
a straightforward semantic interpretation. To make this work, we must often treat 
graphemes as visible images even when their meaning as stand-alone kanji cannot 
be visualized. For example, though 各 means EACH when used as an independent 
kanji, we shall give it the concrete, visible meaning cabin whenever it functions as 
a component grapheme inside another kanji. This allows us to perceive the meaning 
of # directly in its graphical form: simply visualize a grass (**)-covered cabin ( 各 ) 
rooftop from which water ( 1 ) FALLS during a heavy rain. 

There are countless kanji like 落 that are hard to master because one of their 
graphemes represents an abstraction. This problem is solved for you in this course 
by the substitution of concrete, visible meanings for many of these graphemes. 
When appearing as a component part inside other kanji, 4 will thus generally be 
treated as evening moon rather than evening, I as good boy rather than good, i4 as 
kneeling self rather than self, etc. This substitution of concrete imagery for abstract 
ideas allows us to make use of grapheme meanings in a consistent and organized 
way even as we create distinctive images from complex kanji. 

For the simple kanji, the use of our visual memory is all but automatic. This 
course does, however, provide tips for visualizing kanji that have been so drastically 
stylized, simplified, and reproportioned over the centuries that their pictographic 
origins are no longer obvious. For example, to see an image of the MOON in 月 , 
we can associate the gently curving left-hand stroke with a crescent. This course 
will offer you many similar opportunities to visualize the distinctive feature(s) of 
a kanji in a meaningful way. 

Here let me emphasize an important point made in the preceding pages—that 
this course will ask you deliberately to take a simple-minded, sensory approach to 
learning most kanji. For adult learners, it may feel like a waste of mental capacity 
to prioritize lower-order cognition when more abstract forms of thinking are avail- 
able for solving a problem. And yet in learning kanji, you will find that seeking 
a clarifying sense of order at a higher level of abstraction is in fact counterpro- 
ductive. Simply put, your brain is not wired to memorize 2300 abstractions. It is 
therefore generally advantageous to slide down the scale of complexity and learn 
kanji as concrete visual representations. Needless to say, some kanji do require 
more abstract levels of thinking. But in order to simplify your overall task, I have 
assigned concrete, easily visualized meanings to most graphemes. 


Etymology 


Occasionally, knowing the historical development of a character, or something 
about its original context or intent, provides the most straightforward way of 
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remembering its meaning. For example, it is perhaps easiest to remember that 泊 
means STAY OVERNIGHT if we consider that it was originally used to refer to an 
anchorage, white (FI) water ( 1 ) indicating the place where the surf breaks upon 
land. Whenever we take advantage of such opportunities, our primary concern 
shall not be whether our understanding of the etymology is historically accurate, 
but whether it helps us remember the character's meaning in modern Japanese. 


Sensory and Emotional Impressions 

The mnemonic approach followed in this course reflects the assumption that the 
mind is far better at remembering ideas that are accompanied by sensory and emo- 
tional impressions than those that are arrived at through logical abstraction. In 
addition to turning kanji into vivid images that suggest their core meanings, many 
of the mnemonics in these pages will aim to produce other physical and emotional 
responses, for example, the annotations for 駆 DRIVE (1388), 挑 PROVOKE (1832), 
and 14 TORTURE (1956). 


Differentiation 

As your stock of kanji grows, the number of confusing similarities among them 
will also grow. Because the magnitude of this problem does not become apparent 
until the later stages, learners often make the costly mistake of starting out with 
simplistic methods of memorization based on an unrealistically small character set 
(say, five hundred or a thousand characters). These methods are quite convenient 
as fone as each kanji is easily distinguishable, but turn out not to be sophisticated 
enough to accommodate the more advanced kanji that come along later and blur 
the lines of distinction that have initially been drawn. Any learner who aspires 
toward genuine literacy in Japanese does well to avoid such methods, for they only 
prove to be an impediment in the long run. 

The learning method followed in this course pays specific attention—from the 
beginning—to the specific qualities that distinguish a kanji from similar ones. 
Wherever differentiation is an issue, you will learn to recognize the meaning of a 
kanji precisely in those features that set it apart from others with which it might 
be confused. This outcome is achieved not only through the use of explicit instruc- 
tions, but also through meticulous cross-referencing and the arrangement of kanji 
in graphically related groupings. These features focus your attention on the con- 
trastive attributes of each character as you learn it, and thus save you from having 
to relearn it in a different way after you encounter confusingly similar kanji at a 
more advanced stage. 


A Few More Words about Eclecticism 
The method outlined above is not a formal or academic approach. The formal 
study of kanji etymology, while a rewarding pursuit in its own right, is generally 
not an efficient method for remembering kanji meanings. This course assumes 
that your goal is not to study the kanji by the most intellectually sophisticated 
means, but to be able to use them in the shortest possible time, For this purpose, 
no method of learning a kanji is too unscholarly, provided it helps you recog- 
nize the kanji’s meaning. On the other hand, should you decide later to look up 
etymologies, you will encounter no special barriers for having used the method 
introduced here. 

This method is also not a systematic approach—except in its systematic flex- 
ibility and pragmatism. Each kanji presents a unique challenge; for this reason, 
the study of kanji is ill served by the rigid application of one theory of learning 
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or another. While methodological consistency offers a certain impression of rigor 
(which perhaps explains why most earlier kanji-learning systems of similar scope 
have followed more or less strict etymological or analytical approaches), the sac- 
rifice of any pretense at methodological purity is one that I happily make. Surely 
it is the most sensible response to the lack of predictability in the relationship 
between component parts of kanji and the meanings kanji have acquired in mod- 
ern Japanese. There is no consistent set of rules that governs this relationship, no 
one key that can be turned to unlock the meaning of every character. 


FEATURES OF THIS COURSE 


The primary goal of this course is to help you learn and remember the basic mean- 
ings of each kanji. It is also designed to familiarize you with the principal pronun- 
ciations of each kanji as you learn its core meaning(s), and to actively apply both 
the meanings and the pronunciations in learning a few sample vocabulary words. 
As it provides in one place the basic meanings, pronunciations, stroke order, and 
other information on each kanji, this text can also be used as a basic dictionary. 

For an exhaustive listing of meanings, pronunciations, or vocabulary contain- 
ing the kanji, you should consult a comprehensive kanji dictionary. Likewise, to 
learn about kanji etymology or for detailed instruction on how to write kanji, you 
should consult specialized treatments. A brief summary of the principles of stroke 
direction and stroke order is provided in Appendix 1 (p. 609). 


Coverage 

The 2300 entries in this course contain all 2136 kanji in the Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology's Joyo (regular-use) Kanji List (revised 
2010), plus 164 of the most useful kanji not designated in the list. In select- 
ing these 164, I first included all non-Joyo kanji appearing in the Test Content 
Specifications for Level 1 of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT). While 
the administrators of the JLPT have decided no longer to issue these Test Content 
Specifications, the latest-issued edition (2006) provided an objective criterion of 
some practical significance. With a few exceptions, the kanji added from the JLPT 
list are in fact among the most useful of the non-Joyo kanji. 

Beyond that, I selected another roughly one hundred kanji for their general 
usefulness and/or ease of acquisition, To be included, a kanji had to rate favorably 
according to a simple cost/benefit assessment: How much time would it take to 
learn and remember this character? How much benefit would there be to remem- 
bering it? To assess a character's “benefit”—which weighed more heavily than 
*cost"—1 consulted a variety of authoritative kanji frequency rankings. Because of 
the biases inherent in these rankings, I included a limited number of lower-ranking 
kanji that in my personal judgment were important for you to learn. Conversely, 
I excluded some kanji that might have merited inclusion based on their frequency 
ranking alone. Most of these fell into one of the following categories: 


(a) Finmeiyo (name-use) kanji. Knowing the meanings of personal and place 
names is largely irrelevant to language comprehension. I have therefore 
included Jinmeiyo kanji on the basis of whether they are important for 
understanding words. For information on other Jinmeiyo kanji, I refer you 
to Halpern (see “An Ideal Companion Resource;" below). 'The section *How 
to Study the Kanji" (p. 24) includes some advice on how to handle name kanji 
in your reading. 
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(b) Kanji which appear almost exclusively in a single compound. You should not 
study these kanji for their own sake, but instead simply learn the com- 
pounds. Kanji in this category appear in this course only if they belong to 
the Joyo Kanji List. 

(c) Kanji for plant and animal species. Some of these, such as 桂 (か つら , Japanese 
Judas tree), would clearly deserve to be included if frequency were the sole 
criterion. But there is little point in trying to remember a kanji for a species 
of tree when one doesn't even know what the tree looks like. I thus leave the 
bulk of these kanji to be pursued by those with a specialized interest (the 
important ones can be found in Halpern). 


The question of "cost" (that is, How much time would it take to learn and remem- 
ber this character?) was secondary, but it did influence my selection. Among the 
non-Joyo kanji, those which are visually distinctive, or which otherwise lend them- 
selves to an easy or intuitive mnemonic, are more likely appear in these pages than 
those which do not. 


Sequence 

The order in which you learn the kanji is perhaps as important as the method by 
which you learn them. I urge you therefore to take a few moments to familiarize 
yourself with the logic behind the arrangement of kanji in this course. 

A basic premise is that you will start with the first kanji and learn the kanji in 
sequence. Each grapheme is introduced the first time it appears (or, in a few cases, 
the first time you need to notice it), so that if you go through the entries in order 
you can build up your kanji vocabulary cumulatively, and will not need to search 
other parts of the text for the meaning of one of a kanji's component parts. These 
component parts often consist of whole kanji appearing earlier in the list. Studying 
the entries out of sequence inevitably leads one into mnemonic explanations that 
assume knowledge one does not have (for this reason, those with some prior study 
of the kanji should at least read through the explanations from the beginning). 
That said, it never hurts to flip ahead and preview later entries, especially to look 
up unknown kanji in the course of one's reading. 

Another reason to follow the sequence is that I have deliberately arranged the 
kanji to maximize the efficiency with which the adult learner can learn to read 
authentic Japanese. Most kanji learner's texts, making an unfortunate compromise 
with the system of graded kanji levels that prevails in Japanese language instruc- 
tion, separate graphically similar kanji into different groups based on frequency 
rankings, proficiency test requirements, or the Ministry of Education, Culture, 
Sports, Science and Technology’s kanji grades for Japanese schoolchildren. 
However, for the adult learner, it makes more sense (a) to learn kanji graphemes 
step by step, so that one does not learn a complex kanji without first learning the 
component parts to be used in interpreting its meaning; and (b) to learn kanji in 
logical groupings based on similarities in graphical form (and sometimes meaning 
or reading), so that one can give significance to the features that distinguish one 
kanji from another, as one learns tbem. These graphical groupings also permit the 
learner to acquire kanji more seamlessly and efficiently than sequences that give 
no regard to such groups. 

Because this course arranges the kanji in accordance with pedagogical prin- 
ciples rather than externally defined grades, it offers the most streamlined and 
straightforward program of study for learning ail the kanji needed for genuine 
literacy, but not necessarily the shortest route to some artificial milestone of kanji 
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competency (such as mastering the kanji required for the beginning and intermedi- 
ate levels of the JLPT). I urge you to take the long view. You have a large edifice to 
build, and it will be better to build it patiently, according to one grand plan, than 
to rush yourself to complete one or two small rooms only to find that you have 
seriously delayed or distorted the overall project. 

You will notice that the sample compounds ("didactic vocabulary") for each 
kanji contain only the kanji itself and such others as have already been intro- 
duced (this is another reason to study the kanji in the sequence provided). As 
far as possible, I have included sample vocabulary using each of the kanji's most 
important meanings and/or readings. Because the didactic compounds can use 
only such characters as have already appeared, some characters (especially those 
having multiple meanings and/or readings, and therefore additional didactic 
requirements) appear later in the sequence than their importance would other- 
wise dictate. This fact should matter little to the learner whose ultimate goal is 
real-world literacy. 

To the extent allowed by the above considerations, I have also attempted to 
arrange the kanji in general order of frequency, so that you can learn as early 
as possible the kanji you are most likely to encounter in your reading. Let me 
emphasize here that the frequency factor carries less weight in the sequence than 
the other pedagogical considerations explained above. Nonetheless, it has not been 
ignored. For the benefit of novice learners, all of the hundred most important 
kanji appear early on. Also, while the imperative of grouping related kanji causes 
individual kanji to appear earlier or later in the sequence than frequency would 
otherwise dictate, the groups themselves appear in rough order of their aggregate 
frequency, within the constraints imposed by the step-by-step introduction of 
graphemes and the availability of sample vocabulary. In this way, the character 
sequence for this course achieves what perhaps no other sequence has done: it 
follows a rational pedagogy by introducing character components step by step and 
related kanji together, yet also introduces the most important characters early on 
and maintains a general correlation with frequency throughout. I sincerely hope 
that this volume's unique kanji sequence—quite apart from its mnemonic meth- 
ods—will in some measure increase the efficiency with which students of Japanese 
can learn and remember the kanji. 


Explanation of Sample Entry 
A sample character entry appears below, with annotations: 


1ROLLUPwind © "ae £< roll up; wind © 


? VOLUME 1 ze 込む まき こむ roll (up), wrap; involve, dus 
n 

27 o 1 巻 子 本 patiga scroll, rolled book 0094, 0031 

上 中 下着 じょう ちゅ う げ か ん set of three volumes 

まく ) まき £09 | 0041, 0035, 0040 





2 別巻 ペ っ か 4 separale volume, extra issue... 0090 














In ancient China, long records were kept on tally sticks (类 ) bound with string. To store such® 
records, the Chinese simply wound them up into a ROLL—represented here by C (roll 


up). When referring to a bound work, 25$ corresponds lo the English “VOLUME; which itself 
derives from the Latin word for “ROLL volyereCes 人 0456 
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© Head character. The font used here simulates brush-stroke form, allowing you to 
learn to write the character naturally by following the image provided. Numbers 
indicate the point where each stroke is initiated, and its order. 


© Entry number. 


© Radical (the “root” grapheme by which kanji are arranged in Japanese dictionar- 
ies) and radical number. An explanation and complete listing of these radicals can 
be found in the back matter of Halpern. Some radicals will appear in a different 
form here than they do in the head character; for example, the three-stroke 
radical 1 in Æ appears in its six-stroke parent form 州 . For kanji that lost their 
radicals in the orthographic reforms that followed the Second World War, a 
substitute radical from the simplified form is given, followed by an asterisk. 


© A nonstandard form of the character. Most of these are traditional forms (正字 , せ 
いじ ) now used only in names but still found in prewar writing and certain other 
contexts. Some are alternative forms (異体 字 。 いた いじ ). For characters having 
both a traditional and an alternative form, I have listed the traditional form. I 
have not listed traditional forms that are not substantively different from standard 
forms (e.g., those differing only by the use of i in place of i .). Where appropri- 
ate, notes on nonstandard forms are given in the mnemonic annotations. 


© Entry number in The Kodansha Kanji Learner's Dictionary: Revised and 
Expanded, edited by Jack Halpern. 


Q List status, indicated by one of three characters: 
常 : Appears in the Joyo (常用 ) or *regular-use" list 
名 : Appears in the Jinmeiyo (人 名 用 ) or *name-use" list 
Sb: Hyogai ( 表 外 ) or “off-list” (does not appear in either list) 


の Stroke count. 


© Meaning(s), adapted from The Kodansba Kanji Learner's Dictionary. Each kanji is 
shown with up to three basic meanings, consisting of a “mnemonic keyword” in 
large capitals and additional senses in lowercase type. The mnemonic keyword 
provides a concise idea for ease of memorization. The additional senses are 
intended to supplement the keyword by clarifying the kanji's general meaning 
and usage; do not concern yourself with memorizing these. 

The term “mnemonic keyword” refers only to the word or phrase in large 
capitals while “(basic) meaning” refers to an entire numbered meaning (where 
no additional senses are provided in lowercase type, the two terms are equiva- 
lent). In the mnemonic annotations, “M1,” *M2;" and *M3" refer to the num- 
bered meanings 1, 2, and 3. 

Within one meaning, commas generally separate similar senses and semi- 
colons more divergent ones. In practice, the great difference between Japanese 
and English often made arbitrary the choice between comma and semicolon. 


© Readings, borrowed from The Kodansba Kanji Learner's Dictionary. All of the 
characters' officially recognized readings are included. Following the usage of 
Japanese dictionaries, on readings are listed first, in katakana, followed by kun 
readings, in hiragana (in this course kun readings appear on a separate line). 
The portion of the kun reading that would normally be written in hiragana 
(okurigana) appears in parentheses. The okurigana are written to indicate verb 
and adjective inflections or to clarify pronunciation in ambiguous cases. 
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Readings marked with an asterisk are not officially recognized in the official 
Joyo Kanji List. However, asterisks are not used for the readings of characters 
that themselves are not recognized in the Joyo list. 

For a more comprehensive listing of readings, and information on special 
readings for each character, see Halpern. 





© Didactic vocabulary including kana reading |" $< sotlup; wind 
and concise English equivalent, adapted from |'3si1&€ まほ cc roll (up), wrap; involve, drag 
the Kodansba Kanji Learner's Dictionary. Kanji | |^ — 032 
compounds include only characters that have peer ee ce he ee 
been learned previously, and are followed by ETE a ru 
cross-references to the main entry, or entries, | > 別巻 ペ っ か 4 separatevolume,extralssue 0090 
of such kanji. Due to space limitations, only SED EHE EE E 
the principal meanings of each sample vocabulary word are given. 

For kanji with multiple meanings, superscript numerals to the left of the 
word indicate the meaning to which the vocabulary item corresponds. Circled 
superscript numerals (or circles without numerals in the case of kanji that do 
not have multiple meanings, or whose meanings overlap in the vocabulary item 
in question) indicate words that are useful to commit to memory as an illustra- 
tion of either a reading, a numbered meaning, or both. 

Where a compound forms a - な or - の type adjective, the - な or - suffix is 
included. Moreover, many substantives are shown in verb form with 3 5, or 
in adverb form with に . These variations follow Halpern and are intended to 
highlight important usages and to clarify the kanji's meaning. 

The « indicates a kanji in the didactic vocabulary that does not have its own 
entry in this course, such as the kanji B in 410A (石鹸 *。 せっ けん ). In such 
cases, the word is first shown with the unlisted kanji replaced by hiragana (fol- 
lowing the official usage for non-Joyo kanji)—except when the kanji is used 
only for its phonetic value, or other cases in which hiragana would never be 
used. Note, however, that this practice is not followed in the vocabulary for 
kanji that themselves do not belong to the Joyo list, even though you may find 
these written in mixed kanji-kana form following official usage (for example, 
the sample compound for the non-Joyo fili 1614 is shown only as 刺繍 , し し ゅ う , 
even though you will sometimes see it written as 刺し ゅ う ). 

The following functional labels, appearing at the front of the English 
equivalent in brackets, are used to clarify usage: archaic, vi (intransitive verb), 
vt (transitive verb), math (mathematics), familiar, baseball, grammar, literary, 
elegant, honorific, humble, slang. 


Q Mnemonic and other annotations. Specific formatting conventions are followed 
in the annotations. BOLDFACE CAPS are reserved for appearances of the entry 
character’s mnemonic keyword (additional senses forming part of the character 
meaning appear in boldface without capitalization), REGULAR CAPS are used when 





In ancient China, long records were kept on tally sticks (>$) bound with string. To store such 
records, the Chinese simply wound them up into a ROLL—represented here by Œ (roll 
up). When referring to a bound work, #5 corresponds to the English “VOLUME” which itself 
derives from the Latin word for "ROLL volvere. ss 券 0456 
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citing the mnemonic keyword of another character for purposes of comparison 
or reference, but not in indicating the meaning of another character subsumed 
as a grapheme in the entry character. Italics are used to refer to the meaning of a 
component grapheme, when that meaning has been established as conventional 
within this course (i.e., #talics would not be used for a one-time interpretation 
of a grapheme). Italics are also used for referring to the meaning of another 
character when it is subsumed as a grapheme in the entry character. They are 
also occasionally used for foreign loanwords; their intent will be clear from 
context. Finally, underlining is used for emphasis. 

The following abbreviations are used in the mnemonic annotations section: 


"S1," “S2,” etc.: stroke 1, stroke 2, etc. (as indicated in the stroke-order 
diagram) 

"83-6," “S9-11,” etc.: strokes 3 through 6, strokes 9 through 11, etc. 

"Vi," “V4,” etc.: first didactic vocabulary entry, fourth didactic vocabulary 
entry, etc. 

“M1,” “M2,” etc.: meaning 1, meaning 2, etc., in entries with multiple 
numbered meanings 

“cf.:”: compare with 


® Cross-reference to look-alike or other easily confused character(s). i J& 0456 


In some entries, the symbol t at the end of the annotations 

section refers you to one or more characters with which the entry character can 
easily be confused, followed by their entry numbers. Usually this draws your 
attention to similarities in form (e.g., between 部 and I5), but occasionally it 
alerts you to potentially confusing similarities in meaning (e.g., i. CRY and ij 
TEAR) or in two characters’ mnemonic imagery or logic. For reference purposes, 
these cross-references have been provided even when they are redundant with 
those made in the annotation text. 

The aim of these cross-references is to help you become aware of features 
that distinguish a kanji from its look-alikes, to pay special attention to those 
features, and when possible to associate some aspect of the kanji's meaning 
with them. This process, critical to mastering kanji, is done far more efficiently 
if one notes these similarities and differences from the beginning than if one is 
left to stumble upon them later. 


Appendixes 

Familiarize yourself with the contents of the appendixes before you begin the 
course, so that you can take advantage of them as you study. They contain the 
following: 


1. 


2. 


Basic Principles of Stroke Direction and Stroke Order. 


Regular On-Yomi Groups. The on reading of roughly a quarter of the kanji in 
this course can be learned reliably by mastering a limited number of phonetic 
components. ‘Take advantage of these low-hanging fruit by consulting this 
table from time to time as you proceed through the course. Groups are listed 
in the same order in which their phonetic components appear in the main 
entries. 


Selected Compounds with Irregular Readings. A list of common compounds with 
irregular readings, issued by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science 
and Technology. This can be left for the later stages of your kanji study. 
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. Understanding Kanji Compounds. Use this section to familiarize yourself with the 
underlying patterns that guide the formation of compound words from indi- 
vidual kanji. Since most kanji appear far more frequently in such compounds 
than independently, one needs to learn compounds to be able to actively use 
the kanji. Consult this section relatively early on in the course. 


4A 


. Kanji for Countries and Regions. Lists thirty of the most frequently encountered 
kanji used as abbreviations for countries or regions. Consult this appendix 
when you're ready to try reading a newspaper. 


Vi 


oN 


. Table of Grapheme Meanings. As mentioned earlier, each grapheme is explained 
the first time it appears in a kanji entry. Consult this appendix if you’ve forgot- 
ten the meaning assigned to a grapheme, and to find the place where it is first 
introduced. 


. Table of Related and Look-Alike Kanji. Use this table to practice differentiating 
among kanji that are graphically similar, or present other potentially confusing 
similarities. To find a kanji’s kun homophones, consult its entry in Halpern. 


-l 


9» 


qable of Nonstandard Forms. You will encounter nonstandard forms in proper 
nouns, in pre-1946 texts, and in words containing kanji belatedly added to the 
Joyo Kanji List. Familiarity with these forms will also help you read many non- 
Joyo kanji. Use this table to familiarize yourself with the nonstandard forms 
and, at an advanced stage of study, to test your ability to recognize them. You 
can also use this table to look up the standard forms of any nonstandard forms 
you come across. 


9. Summary of Changes to tbe Joyo Kanji List (2010). Includes a full list of kanji 
added to (or removed from) the Joyo Kanji List, a list of newly recognized 
readings, and other information on this important revision to the official list 
of “regular-use” kanji. 


10. Table of Finmeiyo (Name-Use) Kanji. Consult this table as you begin wading into 
authentic Japanese texts, Of the kanji you will encounter that are not intro- 
duced in this course, the majority will be name-use kanji. This table is also use- 
ful for finding the entry number of the hundred-odd name-use kanji introduced 
in this course. Note that I have not included a table of the Joyo kanji, because 
all of them are included in the course. The official updated Joyo Kanji List is 
available online. 


11. Table of Hyogai (Off-List) Kanji. Lists the kanji introduced in this course that do 
not appear in either the Joyo or Jinmeiyo lists, with their entry numbers. 


Indexes 

Three indexes—stroke count, radical, and readings—are provided for your conve- 
nience. Information on how to locate a kanji is provided at the beginning of each 
index, and summarized inside the back cover. 


An Ideal Companion Resource: The Kodansha Kanji Learner's Dictionary 
When I first approached Kodansha regarding the possibility of putting together a 
kanji learner's course, I suggested designing it as a complementary resource to The 
Kodansba Kanji Learner's Dictionary, which I personally had found extremely useful 
in learning the kanji. Thanks to the cooperation of Kodansha—and the Dictionary’s 
editor in chief, Jack Halpern, who gave permission to reprint character meanings, 
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readings, and a selection of sample vocabulary 一 learners now have access to an 
ideally matched pair of kanji study resources: a step-by-step learner's course with 
the kanji arranged for sequential study, and a conveniently sized learner's diction- 
ary with in-depth character meanings that clarify how each character is used in 
forming compound words. 

While this course may certainly be used as a stand-alone resource, I strongly 
encourage you to use it concurrently with Halpern's Kanji Learner's Dictionary. 
Among the features that make Halpern an ideal companion resource to this volume 
are the following: 


1. In-depth character meanings. This Kanji Learner's Course provides the core mean- 
ing of each kanji, including one or more keywords for memorization and, 
where necessary, enough additional senses to clarify the character's usage. For 
the more important characters, however, there are significantly more senses 
and uses than the scope of this volume allows for. Halpern's Kanji Learner's 
Dictionary allows the user to discover that the greater part of the contribution 
kanji make to the Japanese language lies in the semantic richness of the sev- 
eral hundred most productive characters. While their entries each occupy but 
a single frame in this volume, they often fill an entire page in Halpern. The 
present volume provides a useful method of remembering these characters’ 
core meanings, but it gives only a partial view of their applications and range 
of meaning. It is therefore best used in conjunction with a dictionary providing 
complete and precise explanation of how each kanji is used, for which Halpern 
is the superlative source among portable volumes. For those interested in a 
reference volume, Halpern's Kodansha Kanji Dictionary is recommended. 


2. Cross-referencing of kun-reading homophones. These cross-references identify 
characters that are related but usually not identical in meaning, such as those 
having the kun reading お さ ( め る ): 収め る (take in), 納め る (put away, put in 
place), 治め る (govern), and 修め る (master). Comparing these related words and 
characters helps the learner develop a deeper and more precise understanding 
of their meanings, and overcome one of the trickier challenges of the written 
language. 


3. Jinmetyo kanji and name readings. Halpern includes the full set of Jinmeiyo 
kanji, as well as special name readings for Joyo kanji. 


4. Full English equivalents for uses of characters as independent on-reading words. These 
allow the learner to begin making use of a kanji's on reading even without know- 
ing any of its compounds. The independent on-reading words receive less atten- 
tion than they deserve in most Japanese-language learning materials, and offer 
the opportunity to master a character's oz reading through communicative usage. 


5. Full English equivalents for uses of characters as kun-reading words or word ele- 
ments. These also allow the learner to make immediate use of a kanji before 
knowing any of its compounds, and to master a character's readings through 
communicative usage. 


6. Functional labels. These clarify, among other things, how a kanji is used differ- 
ently as a prefix, as a suffix, as a component of compounds, or as an indepen- 
dent word, 


7. Explanatory and supplementary glosses. These clarify the specific sense, range of 
usage, and syntactical function of kanji-based words. 
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HOW TO STUDY THE KANJI 


I have prepared this course with the assumption that you will start with the first 
kanji and study the characters in the assigned sequence. If you have previously 
studied kanji, you should at least read through the annotations from the beginning 
in order to lay the groundwork for learning and remembering the challenging kanji 
introduced later on. The annotations assume knowledge of what has come before. 


Step-by-Step Method 


Each time you begin studying a new character, proceed as follows: 


l 


de 


‘Take a moment to study its form carefully, and compare it with similar-looking 
kanji appearing on the same page or adjacent pages (before or after). 


Read the annotation. Some annotations will instruct you to review an earlier 
entry that provides information that is in one way or another foundational to 
learning the present entry (this information will be found in the earlier entry’s 
annotation section). Often only part of the earlier annotation will be relevant, 
but it will generally be clear which part. If you’ve forgotten the meaning of a 
component grapheme, look it up by stroke count in the Table of Grapheme 
Meanings, which will refer you to the entry where the grapheme was introduced. 


After reading the annotation, look over the kanji again. Allow plenty of time 
for the images or ideas in the annotation to work their way into your memory. 
Try to see the meaning of the kanji in some aspect of its appearance or its com- 
ponent parts. Staring at it is not a waste of time. 


Study the kanji’s meaning(s) (see “Learning Meanings,” below). If more than 
one meaning is given, consider how the different meanings may be interrelated. 
Focus on remembering the capitalized mnemonic keywords. 


Study the kanji’s reading(s) (see “Learning Readings,” below). If kanji contain- 
ing the same phonetic component appear immediately before or after the kanji 
you are studying (as they often will), note whether the other kanji have similar 
or identical on-yomi. 


. If any cross-references are provided at the end of the annotation (indicated by 


a pointing hand), make note of any similarities or differences with the kanji 
you are studying. Train your eye to recognize the distinctions, and practice 
associating these with the respective meanings of each character, as suggested 
by the annotations. 


Practice writing the kanji several times in the stroke order provided—even if 
you are not interested in learning how to write kanji—in order to fix its form 
in your memory. Mastering orthodox stroke order is important to be able to 
count strokes accurately (useful for looking up the kanji in dictionaries), and 
to read cursive writing. 

To practice, start by tracing over the head character with a capped pen. 
Maintain continuous contact with the paper throughout each stroke. Then write 
the character, imitating the head character as closely as you can. Note especially 
how component parts are modified in form or proportion in order to accommo- 
date other parts. To maintain consistent proportion, use the printed manuscript 
paper (原稿 用 紙 , げん こう よう し ) the Japanese use. This paper provides squares of 
regular size, which helps you avoid the bad habit of writing high stroke-count 
characters larger than low stroke-count characters. 
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As you write the character, remind yourself of the mnemonic association 
between the kanji's form and its meaning(s). Also, if the kanji contains a graph- 
eme you are writing for the first time, practice writing it until you can repro- 
duce it from memory. 

If the head character is a nonstandardized form (this will be mentioned in 
the annotation), you should also practice writing it according to the standard- 
ized form shown in the variant field below the head character, For example, 
for $] 0609, you should practice writing the standardized form #1. 


8. Study the didactic vocabulary provided (see *Learning Didactic Vocabulary,” 
below). If necessary, review other kanji appearing in the vocabulary using the 
cross-reference numbers provided. For sample words in which the kanji is 
followed by okurigana (a kana-based inflectional ending), note which portion 
of the inflected word is written in okurigana. For example, you should note in 
entry 0081 that みず か ら is written 自ら , not 自 か ら or 自ずから 。 


9. Familiarize yourself with the traditional or alternative form of the kanji, if there 
is one. 


10. If you have a digital device handy, you can practice inputting the didactic 
vocabulary using a Japanese text input method, find sample sentences on the 
Internet, etc. 


11. Proceed as above until you have reached the end of the page. Then, test yourself 
on the kanji appearing on the previous page (see “Self-Testing,” below). 


12. Every 7 pages, test yourself on the previous set of n pages, where » equals the 
average number of pages you are studying per day. For example, if you are 
studying five pages per day, then on completing page 80, test yourself on pages 
71-75 (see “Self-Testing,” below). 


Learning Meanings 

As mentioned in the sample entry, you should concern yourself only with memo- 
rizing the capitalized mnemonic keyword(s), not the additional senses listed in 
lower case. The mnemonics are designed to suggest the ideas encapsulated in the 
keywords. 

Following Halpern, each basic meaning consolidates a variety of related senses 
into a concise conceptual unit. This summarizing function, together with the clear 
division of each kanji's senses into discrete numbered meanings, allows you to avoid 
the confusion students have long encountered in learning the more semantically 
rich kanji. 

In studying the meanings of these more versatile kanji, try to see how their 
ramifying senses are related through a core idea. Halpern is particularly helpful for 
this task (the more important the kanji, the more likely you will find a significant 
amount of additional information there). The keywords given in Halpern are not 
always identical to those given here, but the general meanings given in the two 
texts are consistent. 

For characters with multiple meanings, these meanings appear in general order 
of their importance. Note, however, that the mnemonic annotations will often 
start with a lower-ranked meaning when this aids learning and retention. This is 
especially the case when the lower-ranked meaning is in fact the original meaning 
of the kanji, and is for that reason (a) more directly related to the kanji's graphical 
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form, and/or (b) more intuitively related to the kanji's various subsenses. For 
example, the kanji IJ] has two basic meanings: CHEERFUL and CLEAR/bright, While 
CHEERFUL is the more important meaning in modern Japanese, CLEAR/bright is in 
fact the original meaning, which not surprisingly is more directly associated with 
the kanji’s semantic hints, “good ([!) + moon (月 )” The mnemonic therefore instructs 
you first to think of a “good moon” as being CLEAR and bright, and then to associate 
this image with the primary meaning CHEERFUL, via the idea of brightness. 

As you study, always keep in mind that the mnemonics should not be learned 
for their own sake. Their only purpose is to serve as a temporary bridge between 
the kanji’s graphical appearance and its meaning(s). 

There is no doubt that for many kanji you will end up coming up with a more 
useful mnemonic than I have done. While this course will give you a reliable way 
of remembering 2300 kanji, it will certainly not provide the best way of remember- 
ing every kanji for every person. In preparing this kanji curriculum, I have had to 
insert generic mnemonics in place of some personal mnemonics that were specific 
to my own experience and thus of absolutely no use to you. I encourage you to 
reverse this process by replacing some generic mnemonics with ones grounded 
in your own stock of knowledge and experience. Here our one rigid rule, that of 
being flexible, applies as always. 

That said, you should also bear in mind that the reasoning behind a particular 
mnemonic will not always be apparent at first. In some cases, I have deliberately 
forgone an obvious mnemonic in favor of one that will help you distinguish the 
kanji from similar ones introduced later. Also, the above exhortations toward flex- 
ibility notwithstanding, it won't do you any good to be gratuitously inconsistent. 
If you make up a new interpretation of a grapheme nearly every time you run 
across it, you will soon end up making your job harder rather than easier. Except 
when there is good reason to ignore an established meaning, it is best to stick to it. 
Moreover, if you find that a mnemonic hasn't worked, it is usually more efficient 
to enhance the existing mnemonic than to completely replace it, lest you get the 
new mnemonic confused with the old one. With these cautions in mind, you are 
certainly encouraged to adapt this mnemonic system to include your own special 
insights. In time you will identify the mnemonic strategies that work best for you. 


Learning Readings 
One of the more daunting things about learning kanji is that many characters can 
be read in several different ways. The best approach is not to concern yourself with 
memorizing the readings for their own sake. Instead, focus on learning didactic 
vocabulary, and simply learn new kanji readings as you learn new words. Do 
memorize at least oze didactic vocabulary word (and thus one reading) the very 
first time you study a kanji, since this will make it easy for you to produce it on a 
keyboard, to look it up in an electronic dictionary, or to find it in the readings index 
of a paper dictionary (or this book). For kanji with both on-yomi and kun-yomi, I 
recommend in general that you memorize a didactic vocabulary word for each. 
The appendix “Regular On-Yomi Groups" lists roughly yyo characters whose 
readings can be learned reliably by mastering a limited number of phonetic com- 
ponents. I encourage you to take full advantage of this list as you proceed through 
the course. 


Learning Didactic Vocabulary 
The didactic vocabulary for each kanji was chosen with the following purposes in 
mind, in general order of priority: 
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(a) to illustrate the basic meanings of the entry character; 

(b) to illustrate the principal readings of the entry character; 

(c) to create opportunities to put the kanji into practice in an everyday context; 

(d) to provide high-frequency or instructive vocabulary words containing the 
kanji; and 

(e) to review previously learned characters, especially recently learned ones. 


As suggested by the hierarchy of this list, high-frequency samples were given 
somewhat less priority than samples that illustrate an important reading or mean- 
ing of the entry kanji. This reflects the overall scope and purpose of this volume, 
which is to serve not as a dictionary but as a tool for gaining a solid understanding 
of the kanji themselves. 

An important feature of this course is that the didactic vocabulary of kanji hav- 
ing more than one basic meaning is arranged in the order of those meanings, and 
is labeled with a superscript numeral for cross-referencing with the meanings. 
This feature allows you to reinforce your understanding of the separate mean- 
ings and grasp how each one is used, emulating in a limited way one of the most 
distinctive and didactically useful features of Halpern's dictionary. Note that I 
have not numbered sample words that in my judgment corresponded equally with 
more than one numbered meaning, or did not correspond with any numbered 
meaning. 

Do not neglect to briefly study the didactic vocabulary words, as these will 
help you not only build a more sophisticated sense of the kanji's meaning but also 
assimilate the meanings and readings of the kanji you have already learned. 

I further recommend that you memorize at least one vocabulary word for each 
kanji, right from the beginning, so that you will not simply attempt to memorize 
the kanji as a detached entity. For this purpose, I have suggested one or two sample 
words to memorize for most kanji, by means of inserting a superscript circle to the 
left of selected vocabulary entries. In some cases, I have suggested three sample 
words, particularly when a kanji has several important meanings or readings. The 
words not marked in this way as “suggested” are provided more for the purpose 
of illustration than for systematic study. Learn these and other kanji-based words 
through your general study and communicative use of the language, once you've 
learned the kanji's basic meaning. 

Memorizing the suggested words will create opportunities for you to use the 
kanji in practice, and will help reinforce the individual meanings when more than 
one exists. For example, it is easier and more natural to remember the kanji N 
(7 1) as the タイ of 状態 (じょうたい, state) and 態度 (た い ど , attitude, posture) than to 
remember it on its own as a kanji with the two basic meanings STATE and POSTURE. 
The sample words help you ground your learning of the kanji's meaning(s) and 
reading(s) in concrete examples that can be used in real-life communication. 

The vocabulary items also serve as ready identifiers for referring to a kan ji ver- 
bally. For example, a speaker referring to a kanji pronounced サイ would typically 
clarify the reference by saying “the サイ of さい ば ん ” (裁判 の 裁 ) “the サイ of MAX 
v EROI), “the サイ of ば ん さい ” (盆栽 の 栽 ), etc. For kanji with kun readings, 
a kun word would serve the same purpose. 

I have chosen the suggested vocabulary entries to help you learn and remember 
the basic meaning(s) and principal readings of each kanji, and to point out par- 
ticularly useful or instructive words that will allow you to begin communicating 
through kanji, whether actively or passively. While the suggested words will not 
be the most useful ones for everyone in every case, I felt it would be advantageous 
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for you to have some sound basis for selection when an overriding criterion does 
not present itself. I encourage you to replace them with any words familiar to you 
from other contexts. 

I have not included vocabulary suggestions when I felt there was no particular 
justification for recommending one word over others. Nor have I included them in 
the first fifty entries, whose didactic vocabulary is of limited usefulness as a result 
of the requirement of using only such kanji as have already been introduced. 

The didactic vocabulary assumes knowledge of hiragana and katakana, as well 
as some knowledge of Japanese grammar. Familiarity with word endings and 
the use of transitive and intransitive verbs is particularly important, as knowl- 
edge of the latter will allow you to make sense of examples such as 4E {iw 
る (は な を いた め る , spoil a flower) and 傷ん だ トマ ト (いた ん だ トマ ト , rotten tomato). 
Always compare the examples given in the didactic vocabulary with the forms 
listed in the readings field. 

Some didactic compounds have irregular readings not listed in the readings 
field. These can be personal names (e.g., 正 男 , £55), place names (JU 5t, ^ 7), or 
words with irregular readings (~A, ひと り ). Of this last group, many appear in the 
appendix “Selected Compounds with Irregular Readings." These compounds com- 
bine characters chosen for their semantic value for writing a pre-existing Japanese 
word, without regard to their phonetic value. For example, 大 人 (dig + person) cor- 
responds to the meaning of the indigenous Japanese word for “adult,” お と な , even 
though X is never read as オト and 人 is never read as +. A limited number of such 
compounds, known as ateji (suitable characters), appear in this course, including 
some which also have a regular o» reading with the same meaning or a related one. 
An example of the latter case is 今日 (present/this + day). Its regular on reading (© 
ん に ち ) means “today” as in “in this day and age,” while its irregular kun reading ( 
きょう ) means “today” as in “this day.” 


Learning to Write Kanji 

This course is appropriate both for those who aim to learn how to write kanji by 
hand and for those who are happy just to produce them on a keyboard. The step- 
by-step introduction of graphemes, and the unwavering emphasis on learning to 
differentiate among graphically similar kanji, will make it much easier for you 
to write kanji accurately. At the same time, learning the reading of at least one 
didactic vocabulary word per kanji will make it easy for you to produce kanji with 
a keyboard. While this course assumes that your first priority is to learn to read the 
kanji in the shortest time possible, you should still practice writing every kanji as 
you learn it (if only for the purpose of better recognizing it), and learn to write all 
the graphemes from memory. 


Learning Nonstandard Forms 

It is helpful to be able to recognize traditional forms, not only because of their use 
in names, but also because kanji not included in the Joyo list (or belatedly added 
to it) often appear in traditional form. 

In many cases, postwar revisions were applied to all of the characters based 
on a revised form. Thus, the short stroke deleted from the traditional form 者 to 
make the revised form 者 was also deleted from is, # and other traditional forms 
based on 3X. In some cases, different traditional forms (such as the crowns of 4& 
and 学 ) were conflated into a single revised form ( 栄 / 学 ), rendering the origin of 
some revised characters unclear. 
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Selí-Testing 

The kanji entries in the main section of this course have been laid out in reg- 
ular columns to allow you to test your recollection of the kanji after you have 
learned them. By preparing a card of the proper dimensions, you can cover up all 
of the entry to the right of the kanji, and test your recollection of its mnemonic 
keyword(s). By cutting a small notch into the side of your self-testing card, you can 
also test yourself on the didactic vocabulary (the superscript circles to the left of the 
suggested vocabulary entries allow you to limit your self-testing to these words). 
The same card can be used with the appendixes, at an advanced stage of study, 
to test your ability to differentiate among related or look-alike kanji, to recognize 
nonstandard forms, and to pronounce compounds with irregular readings. Both 
the Radical Index and the Table of Related and Look-Alike Kanji facilitate self- 
testing by bringing together groups of related kanji in a different sequence from 
that used in the main entries. You can simulate the use of flash cards by testing 
yourself on these kanji in random order and checking off those you have mastered. 


Making the Transition into Reading 

This course is designed to reduce the difficulty of initially acquiring the kanji, but 
it is no replacement for using the kanji by reading real Japanese. You should not 
attempt to complete the entire course before doing so, or without concurrently 
studying grammar and other aspects of the language. The 1200-kanji mark is a 
realistic point at which to plunge into some kind of authentic reading material. 
This inevitably will expose you to many kanji outside your 1200, which will serve 
as an impetus to continue adding to that number. It will also tell you what other 
areas you may need to improve in your knowledge of the language generally. 

If you find these first forays into authentic reading too halting, you may be 
tempted simply to redouble your efforts at studying kanji rather than to apply what 
you already know. In fact you should pursue the two tasks together, immersing 
yourself in reading ever deeper as your supply of kanji increases. For one thing, 
this will help you maintain your knowledge of the kanji you have already studied. 
In addition, it will force you to explore senses and applications of kanji that go 
beyond the core meanings provided in this volume. 

If you read authentic texts, you will encounter kanji not covered in this course. 
Make a mental note of these, and perhaps write them in the margin of the Table 
of Related and Look-Alike Kanji, next to a group of similar kanji. It is helpful just 
to know that they exist. Do not worry about studying these in the same systematic 
way you study the kanji in this course. Instead, focus on learning the compounds 
that contain them. If such a compound contains another kanji that is covered in 
this course, make a note of the compound at that entry. 

You may prefer to use a graded reader, or a website that allows you to read 
Japanese webpages even without having an advanced vocabulary. While this course 
is not designed specifically to be used with graded readers, it is certainly possible 
to do so, When you run across kanji you haven't studied yet, you can always flip 
ahead and preview their entries. But don't let flipping ahead degenerate into skip- 
ping around—always go back to the place in the sequence where you left off, and 
continue forward in order. 

Ultimately, you should keep the goal of 2300 kanji firmly in mind, and eventu- 
ally press on to the end, always reviewing as necessary. Completing the course will 
create the space in your memory for these 2300 kanji, and hundreds more you will 
encounter elsewhere, to fit together in an organized way. Naturally, you may prefer 
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at first to set a goal of 1000 or 1200. But in the long run, while a partial knowledge 
of the kanji may help you complete a college course or pass an intermediate-level 
proficiency exam, it will not allow you to read authentic Japanese texts with real 
fluency. Every aspect of this course reflects the assumption that your ultimate goal 
in studying kanji is to read authentic texts. 

When you begin reading real Japanese, you will notice that a large portion of 
the kanji unfamiliar to you will be those found in names. Before long you will learn 
to identify personal names within a text. To pick out name kanji more easily, do 
cast your eye over the Table of Jinmeiyo Kanji in the appendixes. Compare these 
kanji with similar kanji you have already learned. Be aware that they exist. If any 
seem familiar, by all means look them up in Halpern or elsewhere. Practice pro- 
nouncing the personal or place names in which they appear. Write them out a few 
times, When you encounter a name in your reading, try to guess its pronunciation, 
or part of it, If there are furigana, read the name out loud. The important thing is 
to become familiar with the more common pronunciations of the name kanji—not 
their meanings. 


A Final Note 

In the early stages, you will no doubt find many of the memory aids superfluous. 
Indeed, to remember the most unique, vivid, or frequently encountered kanji, you 
hardly need a mnemonic system in the first place. These early stages will impart 
the useful lesson that a memory aid is only to be used as long as it is needed. 

Later on—during the long, critical period in which you know too few kanji 
to be literate and yet too many to keep track of without help—this text will be a 
source of order, clarity, handy solutions, and encouragement in the belief that your 
goal can be achieved. It will also make remembering many of the complicated, 
the unintuitive, and the look-alike characters as painless, or almost as painless, as 
remembering the easy ones. 

Still, no matter how useful any part of this course may turn out to be, it is not 
intended to be an end in itself, but merely a temporary expedient by which you 
may, in a reasonable amount of time, learn to read kanji naturally and without 
conscious effort. That feat shall be a testimony to the energy and perseverance you 
bring to this task, far more than to the method provided in the pages that follow. 
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1SUN ? H& ひび daily; days 


' * DAY z "rd date; number of days (also written 
3 JAPAN PUR 
ーー ? 日 に 日 に ひ に oc day by day, every day 
D - び -办 ? ある 日 $50 one day, acertain day 





? AY に っ ソ Japan and the Soviet Union, 
Japanese-Soviet 
0001 | We begin with the most common character and the source of all life, the SUN. 日 depicts the 
日 72 | SUN with a line drawn along its equator. It also means DAY, as well as JAPAN (as an abbreviation 
for 上 本 [に ほん In the didactic vocabulary, note the symbol 々 , which means “repeat last 
character’; thus, 日 々 = 日 日 . 


2606 | 
常 |4 | 








一 日 いち に ち one day 
つい た ち Istofthe month 
—^ いち いち one by one; in detail 
イチ イッ |». | 一 2 ひと っ one(ofsomething) 
ひと - ひと ( つ ) ー つ ずつ ひと っ ずつ oneatatime 


The next three entries, representing the numbers ONE, TWO, and THREE, are classic examples 
of Chinese characters as ideographs—written symbols that represent abstract ideas. But one 
could also argue that they are in fact pictographs, representing ONE, TWO, or THREE fingers. 

ー ビ 
ow te 2115 





一 日 ふっ か two days; 2nd ofthe month.. 0001 
メー トル に メー トル 2 meters 
ーー ラウ ンド に ラウ ンド two rounds, Round 2 
LEYLO レモ ン ふ た つ two lemons 

ふた ふた (っ つ ) ー つ 二 つ ひと っ ふた つ one gr two 





O03 rhe first didactic vocabulary word (hereafter, "VT" is one of the many words whose pronun- 
ciation cannot be derived from the readings listed in these entries. A selection of compounds 
with irregular readings appears in Appendix 3. «a X, 0110 








: THREE 三 つ だ け ぁ っ つっ だけ justthree 

mm 三 日 みっ か three days; 3rd (of the month) 0001 

i 三 日 まで みっ か まで bythe3rd 0001 

- サン 一 三 日 に さ 4 に ち two orthree days. 0003, 0001 
A A(O) Aolo} ニ グ ラム さん グラ ム three grams 


ascen 








0004 | As these first four entries have made clear, the didactic compounds include only such kanji 
— 1 | as have been introduced previously. 


1689 
常 | 3 











2 | TEN 二 十 (tw5 twenty 0003 
は た ち twenty years old 
, 十 日 と ぉ か ten days; 10th of the month 0001 








Jay Yy- 二 十 日 は っ か twenty days; 20th ofthe month 
Be 0003, 0001 
一 か ら 十 まで いち か ら じ ゅ うま で without 
exception 














iA 
0005 | We now skip forward to the kanji for TEN, so that we can start learning two-digit compounds 
-+ 24 | in the didactic vocabulary. Cross your hands in the shape of F: two hands = TEN fingers. 
— —| As a component grapheme (a meaningful contrastive unit within a character), 十 can also 
denote abundant/complete, cross shape/cross-shaped, or needle. 


2855 





四 日 ょ っ か four days; 4th ofthe month .. 0001 
十 四 be ゅ 3 し に じゅ う よ ん ) fourteen 0005 
四 十 四 し じゅ うし に よん じゅ う よ ん ) forty-four 0005 
十 四 日 じゅ う よ っ か fourteen days; 14th ofthe 


0 
上 ko) kolo) よん month 0005, 0001 
四 SU よん ミリ 4millimeters 











0006 | The kanji for FOUR is based on a square, which has FOUR sides. Needless to say, you really 
have no need of memory aids for such elemental kanji as these numerals. But you may rest 
assured that this course will grow in usefulness in proportion to the number of kanji you try 
to learn, «= PC 1801 


EH vo» five days; 5th of the month... .. 0001 
四 、 五 日 ご に ち fourorfivedays . 0006, 0001 
五 十 五 ご じゅ 3 ご fifty-five 0005 
F | 五 つ ほど いっ っ ほど aroundfive 
| いっ いっ ( つ ) ダイ ヤ の 五 ダイ ヤ の ご five of diamonds 





0007 | You can approximate this shape using FIVE fingers: first, hold out the first three fingers of 
your right hand, then lay the first two fingers of your left hand across them. vs FE 0590 





i SIX ARA むい か six days; 6th ofthe month .. 9001 
: 六 日 ぶり に むい か ぶり に forthe first time in 
six days 0001 





TUA じゅ うる < sixteen 0005 


3 4 
ロク 
ノ bo) むっ (つっ) むい 六 2 ぉ っ つ six; six years old 


六 KY る < トン 6tons 











To repeat, you really do not need memory aids for these most basic Kanji, but if you wish 
to use one for 75, you might see SI (stroke 1, as marked in the head character) as the letter 
^i" and S3-4 as the intersecting lines of the letter “x” spelling the "ix" of SIX. Note that the 
stroke-order numbers in the head character are placed at the starting point of each stroke. 
_| var 7X 0397 
































) SEVEN 七 日 な の か に な ぬか ) seven days; 7th of the 
ON s cse armani cs n pacts 0001 
十 七 日 じゅ うし ち に ち (= じゅ うな な に ち ) seventeen 
' days; 17th of the month 0005, 0001 
| シ チ 七 十 五 な な じゅ う ご (に し ち じ ゅ う ご ) seventy-five 
Ai IPE) G:D- RE cess 0005, 0007 
七五三 し ちこ さん the lucky numbers; festival for 
children of three, five, and seven... ..0007, 0004 
0009 Write a numeral 7 European-style, with a line slicing through the middle. Then turn it upside 
— 1 | down. 
- 2054 


AH よう か eight days; 8th ofthe month . 0001 


TEE seas eighteen MA ofthe 
005, 0001 


ュ ユーロ 
vr 入 は ち ユ ー ロ eighteuros 


miss 


i や (っ) や っ ( つ ) ょ う DAD いち か ば ちか ROB 、 


Put your EIGHT fingers (no thumbs) together in prayer (actually, almost almost together, imitating 
AX). Inside other kanji, 7\ will sometimes mean split, so the split between S1 and S2 deserves 
special attention. Note that in these annotations, italics indicate meanings of component 
graphemes, whereas CAPS indicate mnemonic keywords of whole kanji. 


JLE zzo» nine days; 9th ofthe month 0001 
九 十 九 き ゅ ぅ じゅ 3 きゅう ninety-nine 0005 
九 九 << multiplication table 

JLo ここ の っ nine (of something) 

ALU AS ここ の か か 5 slarting on the 9th 0001 





ROUND 一 丸 と な っ て いち が ん と な っ て asone, 
alltogether 0002 
AMAL ひ の ま る Rising Sun flag 0001 
ーーーーー 丸い まる い round, spherical 
i. まる ( い ) まる ( め る ) 丸め る まる め る make round, roll up 


| 0012 | similar to 0011, so let the difference between them (53) suggest the meaning. Because 53 
à | curves slightly, we can see it as part of the circumference of a circle (geometrically speak- 
~ | ing, an arc of about 20°), suggesting the meaning ROUND. Pencil AL into the margin of this 
page, then draw a dotted line to complete the imaginary circle, « JJ 0087, 7L 0011 




















1CIRCLE 1 円 い まる い circular, round 





Y ? YEN 1 円 さ まる さ roundness 
1 円 グラ フ ぇ ん グラ フ piechart 
エン - 3 一 円 いち ぇ ん oneyen 0002 
| まる ( い ) まる ?十 四 四 be う よ え ん fourteenyen 0005,0006 





| u 


See the enclosure |] as a hand, wrapped in a CIRCULAR shape around two Japanese YEN coins. 
Kanji do not make use of true CIRCULAR shapes, so the coins are drawn square. FY overlaps 
in meaning with AL, which can also mean “spherical.” Note the traditional form, shown in 
the reference data beneath the head character. 



















TAKOM ろ っ ぴゃ く ご じゅ うえ 4 650 yen 
a OR S 0008, 0007, 0013 

1 二 三 OD 九 四 二 二 に さん れい の きゅう よん に に 

230-9422 [telephone number] 0003, 0004, 0011, 0004 
1 一 〇 六 の ロッ カー に まる ろく の ロッ カー locker 

number 206 0003, 0008 
2(C) を つけ る まる を つけ る mark(an answer) with a 

circle mark; mark as correct 

2000 XA まる まる さん MrX 


Rounding out our trio of circle characters is the non-traditional kanji ©, long used in China 
but probably derived from the Indian "07 It functions as a placeholder in kanji numerals, and 
like the letter ^O" in English expressions such as “room two-oh-six.’ 


' ZERO, placeholder 
* CIRCLE MARK; "blank" 





























HUMAN BEING ロシア 人 ロシア じん aRussian 
一 人 ひと り one person 0002 


一 人 二 人 ひと り ふ た り one or two people 
0007, 





0003 
ジン ニン = 
ひと 二 十 人 に ce ゅ うに ん 4 twenty people . 0003, 0005 
人 々 ひと びと people 











This minimal sketch of a HUMAN BEING is most often modified to イ when it appears as a 
component grapheme in other kanji (first at 休 0061). It can also be modified to ^, which 
usually appears at the top of other kanji, but in those cases it will be better for us to see it as 
a roof or other covering. vw 入 0039 























HUNDRED EH ひ w< に ち ahundred days, along time 0001 
3 | BA ひゃく に ん ahundred people 0015 
e 六 百 円 ぁ s ぴ w< ぇ ん 600 yen 0008, 0013 
ヒャク 三 百 六 十 六 日 さん びゃく ろく じゅ うろ くに ち 
366 days 0004, 0008, 0005, 0001 
| 0016 | See the number 100, turned sideways. A little line attaches the 1 to the place-holding zeroes. 











1 THOUSAND | CEA せん に ん athousand people 0015 


3 一 千 いっ せん onethousand 0002 
à 三 二 さ ぇ ぜん three thousand 0004 
Dr 「"] _ | 八 千 円 は っ せん ぇ ん 8000yen 0010, 0013 

ち FAIL ちち に in pieces 








0017 | Think of this as a stylized letter T, to represent the distinct sound "th" in “THOUSAND” Like 
十 24 | the Greek letter for the same sound @ (theta), it has a line running across the center. Write 
the word “THOUSAND” a few times, replacing "th" with F, and it should stick. vs» F 0408 








TEN THOUSAND, myriad, all | 万 人 ば ん に ん に ば ん 4 じ 4) all people 0015 
? 万 一 まん いち if by any chance 0002 
一 万 いち まん tenthousand 0002 

マン バン 百 万 ひゃく まん one million 0016 

三方 円 さん まん 4 ぇ ん 30,000yen 0004, 0013 













As a temporary expedient, see — (one) plus an upside-down numeral 4, suggesting a 1 with 
four zeroes after it: TEN THOUSAND. The mnemonic should shortly become unnecessary for 
| this frequently seen kanji. Often used generically to mean a number that is so large as to be 
practically countless, va" 方 0173 







AL じ 4 こ 3 population 
—H ひと くち amouthful 0002 
日 コミ < ぅ コミ word of mouth 

コウ 7 | ロ パ ク < ち 5 パク lip synch 

に する くち に する eat; say, speak of 








in the kanji. Just as the English word MOUTH can refer to the end of a river or the entrance 
to a cave, LJ can refer to any mouth-like opening. Thus as a grapheme, DD will sometimes 
mean opening or entrance. 








RICE FIELD HAF (H) た ん ほぼ rice field 
' om HAH カス で ん gas field 
三田 みた Mila surmame] 0004 
デン 田口 た ぐち Taguchi [surname] 0019 
た 


0020. Here we look down from the sky on a RICE FIELD, divided into four equal plots. As we'll see 
田 102| later at 男 0092, FH will also be able to take on the meaning head when it appears as a 
— | grapheme. The X appearing after IÆ] in the first sample compound indicates that this kanji is 
not introduced in this course. 


2617 


常 | 5 




















"EYE 1 一目 ひと め に いち る <) alook,aglimpse 0002 








ur ? |TEM; subdivision; order ! KH wee attention, public notice 0015 
1 日 つき めっき look, expression 
モク 水 2 五 十 人 目 ご be うに ん め fiftieth person 


0007, 0005, 0015 


め -db ま - 
2 大 日 日 むい か め the sixth day 0008, 0001 

















0021 | This kanji depicts an EYE propped up sideways; the middle section represents the iris. 11 

H 109| also has a second meaning that is more abstract, but just as easy to see: each of the three 
ーー rectangles represents one ITEM in a list three items long. See Ihe Kodansha Kanji Learner's 
Dictionary by Jack Halpern for additional nuances of this and many other important kanji, 
Now a word about formatting: in the didactic vocabulary section, the superscript" in !—H 
2619 | indicates that this example illustrates meaning ' EYE. 


常 | 5 
























ボル ガ 川 ボル ガ が わ Volga River 
有川 べり 办 和 AU riverbank 


川口 か ゎ ぐ ち mouth ofa river 0019 
セン か わ ぐ ち Kawaguchi [surname] 
か わ 川田 か ね だ (= か わた ) Kawada (= Kawata) 
[surname] 





Depicts a RIVER, with banks at the left and right, and water flowing through the middle. 
See 山 0037 and 河 0818 for sample compounds using this character's on-yomi (Chinese- 
一 | derived reading). var 河 0818 















2— H いち が っ January 
2 ひと つき に いち もげ つづ) one month 


2 三 月 八 日 さん が つよ うか March 8 
0004, 0010, 0001 


2 月 日 が っ ぴ date 0001 
ド つき ひ time, days 





ゲッ ガツ 
つき 








Focus on the curves of the two upright lines and let them suggest a crescent MOON: the line 
at left outlines the dark portion of the sphere, while the line at right outlines the bright por- 
tion. H will frequently be incorporated as a component grapheme in other characters, where 
it can also mean meat, flesh, or body part (see 肉 0216). 








SNP ! BRIGHT, cheerful 1 明月 めい げっ bright moon, full moon; harvest 
! (0603 nt ete 0023 


* CLEAR 
1 明るい あぁ かるい bright, light; clear; cheerful 


2 明らか な あき ら か な clear, distinct, apparent 





bo あか (る い ) あか (る わ ) 明日 あす (= あした) tomorrow 0001 
あか (らむ ) あき ( ら か ) あ ( け る ) - あ ( け )| 明 く る 日 あく る ひ the following day 0001 
D) あ ( く る ) あ ( か す ) L. 
0024 | This is our first two-grapheme kanji. In it we see the sun (H) shining on the moon, making 
H 72 | it brilliantly BRIGHT and CLEAR. Notice how the two forms have been compressed; this is 
ーー | because all kanji must occupy a square space of regular size. In the next entry, which com- 
bines three graphemes, H will become even narrower. 























DAY OF THE WEEK 日 曜 ( 日 ) に ちょ ぅ ( び ) Sunday 0001 
月 曜 (日 ) げっ ょ 3( の 9 Monday 0023, 0001 


gaa 
r Ww 
bh» 曜日 ょ う び day of the week 0001 
4 um ヨウ 七曜 し ちよ うぅ seven days of the week 0009 
T 
ma 








0025| ££ is a small bird (S11 shows its head and beak, $12 its breast, $13-18 its tucked-back wings). 

H 72 | 33 also looks like a pair of wings—let them suggest the bird's flapping movement. Com- 
bined with 日 day, the image depicts the little bird taking flight from one day to the next, to 
the next, as the DAYS OF THE WEEK fly by. sar #2 1328, 中 1327 





火曜 (日 ) か ょ う ( ひ ) Tuesday 0025, 0001 
火口 か こう 3 crater 0019 
ひぐち cause ofa fire 
LIX < ちび fuse; pilot burner; cause (of a 
TR tā- 





KA か で ん slash-and-burn agriculture 0020 





A pyramid-shaped bonfire, from which flames leap to the left and right. As a grapheme, K 
means fire or burn, and takes either the narrowed form 4 or the completely different form 
^n, resembling four fingers of flame. 


KIK ひ ぁ ず (as opposite as) fire and water 0026 
水口 みず ぐも spout, nozzle 0019 
水田 すい て 4 paddy field, rice field … 0020 
水曜 (日 ) すい よう (ひび ) Wednesday 025.001 
月 水 げっ すい Mondays and Wednesdays . 0023 


7K 85 | Though it can appear in this form as a grapheme, it almost always changes to the completely 


different form Y, easily recognizable as drops of water, ww JK 1690 











à 1TREE 木曜 (日 ) も < ょ ぅ (09 Thursday 0025, 0001 
? WOOD 1 月 7 日 ( 木 ) いち が っ な の か (も 4 January 7 
' z (Thursday) 1023, 0001 
WU Mer KÆ か も < Tuesdays and Thursdays 0026 
X c *UKB sw に も くめ ) (wood) grain 0021 
“一 木 いち ぼく onetree 0002 





0028 | Another simple pictograph. Besides TREE 木 also means WOOD or timber. In its narrower 
AK 75 | grapheme form (#) the fourth stroke is foreshortened. To make sense of V4, see the entry for 
H in Halpern (2619). 


2901. 
常 | 4 


m 





























iss 1 METAL 1 口金 < ち が ね metal clasp, snap; metal cap . 0019 
2GOLD 12 人 金メダル きん メダ ル gold medal 
3 MONEY 3 お 金 ぉ か ね money 
キン コン 金曜 (日 ) きん よう (O) Friday 0025, 0001 
か ね か な - - が ね HK げっ すい きん Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Re 0023, 0027 





















0029 | tn addition to GOLD, METAL, and MONEY, 金 is also the "Fri" in "Friday" Visualize it as a stack 
4x 147 | of gold bars kept under a roof (^«) (56-7 show the gold's glitter). The basic meaning is GOLD 
-| (hence MONEY), but 4 can also convey the more generic meaning METAL. The grapheme 
form ($) carries the more general meaning. 




































SOIL, land 土曜 (日 ) と よう ( び ) Saturday 0025, 0001 
| 土日 と に ち Saturday and Sunday, weekend 
a ARE IE 0001 
i | 

= — 土木 と ぼ < engineering works 0028 

FF : aes 
| ab A eva aborigines 0015 
土いじり リ っ ちぃ いじり fiddling with dirt, puttering 

in the garden 














See this as a sprout coming forth from the surface of the SOIL, Its shades of meaning extend 
to earth, land, ground, etc. As with 4i and numerous other kanji, the hen (left-hand graph- 
eme) form of 土 (E) is written with its last horizontal stroke sloping upward, to make way for 
the tsukuri (right-hand grapheme) to extend leftward (as in 場 0445). 

war 十 0350 





' BASIS, origin, root 本 土 ほ 4 と mainland 0030 
2BOOK 日 本 に ほん に に っ ぽん ) Japan 0001 
3THIS あの 人 の 本 あの ひと の ほん that person's Hook 















も と 3 本 人 ほん に ん the person himself, the said 
POISON eo ieagal 
本 日 ほ 4 じ っ today, this day 0001 








To 7X TREE a stroke was added to indicate the trees roots. This gradually developed into the 
meaning BASIS. The root or BASIS of movies, plays, and many other things is in BOOKS. The 
visual focus should be on $5, suggesting an origin, a source, a BASIS. Indicating the time or 
place in which the speaker is BASED, 本 also means THIS. 





東日本 ひがし に ほん eastern Japan ... 0001, 0031 
東口 ひがし ぐち eastexit 0019 
東 ア ジア ひがし アジ アァ EastAsia 

東 チ モー ル ひがし チモール EastTimor 














0032 This character can be broken down into two component graphemes. Visualize the sun (H) 
rising from behind a tree (7): EAST. An on-yomi compound appears in the next entry. 














: ' BIG 1 大 金 た いき ん large sum of money 0029 
2UNIVERSITY 1 大 きい お お さい big, grand 
" : ! 大いに ぉ ぉ い に very, highly 
ウイ タイ XA お と な adult 0015 
お お - お お (きい ) お お ( い に ) "dee xung 








Stretch out your arms, and spread out your legs: make yourself BIG. The second meaning 
UNIVERSITY comes from A's use as an abbreviation for 大 学 (だ い が く , university or liter- 
ally, "big school"). As a grapheme, 大 can also appear as < as in $$ 1342. 








小 办 月 し ょ うぅ の っ つき month with thirty or fewer 
ais soc app ttn e ee 0023 


大 小 た いし ょ う large and small; size 0033 







= 小口 こぐ ち small lot, small sum [amount]; end, 
シン ヨウ 

» eugec zc ud cogis iege oec 0017 
boty 2 $- 小川 ぉ が ゎ brook, streamlet 0022 







小さ い ちい さい small 





Now bring your legs back together, and pull your arms back down: make yourself SMALL. As 
a grapheme, 小 can also appear as ™ or ™, though we'll treat those graphemes as visual 
elements and ignore their etymological derivation from 小 \. 










! MIDDLE 1 中東 ちゅ ぅ と うぅ Middle East 0032 
2IN, throughout 「 中 ヒー ル ちゅ う ヒ ー ル medium-high heel 
3CHINA ^ 中 に な か に in; in the middle of; between, 










チュ ウ ジュ ウ 7 i. 
A デー 
な か “日 中 に っ ちゅ う during the day 0001 
2 に っ ちゅ う Japan and China, Japanese- 
Chinese 






Right down the MIDDLE. 中 also serves as an abbreviation for CHINA, the MIDDLE Kingdom. 
IN, the second meaning (hereafter, "M2"), is likewise related to MIDDLE. To start, then, you 
might simply memorize the keyword “MIDDLE.” 





1 LIFE, grow ! 人 生 じん せ ぃ human life, life 0015 
? BE BORN, give birth to 一生 いっ し ょ う alifetime, all one’s life .... 0002 
3STUDENT 「 生ビール な ま ビ ピール draftbeer 

Led Dae | 生ま れる うぅ まれ る bebom 

い ( き る ) い ( か す ) い (ける ) う ( ま れる ) | 3 東大 生 と うだ いせ い student ofthe University of 
う ( ま れ ) うま れ う ( む ) お ( う ) は (える ) Tokyo 0032.0033 





| は (や す ) き な ま な ま - 
0036 | Behold a young plant springing up from the ground and growing its first leaf, See BIRTH and 
^E 100| LIFE symbolized in this first leaf, which you should make the focal point of this character. This 
entry has as many readings as any character you'll find, but as explained in the Introduction, 
you need not trouble yourself to memorize readings for their own sake. Instead, focus on 
ー- | expanding your vocabulary, and let your repertoire of kanji readings grow naturally as you 
2933 | acquire new words. That said, for Æ, 1 suggest you memorize セイ ショ ウ , and な ま from 
常 | 5 | the start. Numerous examples to illustrate other readings can be found in Halpern. 























t = コ 1 = 
1 | MOUNTAIN 火山 か ざん volcano 0026 







山水 さん すい landscape 0027 
' 山川 さん せん mountains and rivers 0022 
サン 小山 こ ゃ ま hill 0034 


| や ま 山々 や まや ま mountains; very much 




















0037 | Three towering MOUNTAIN peaks. Some typefaces obscure the fact that the left and bottom 
it 46 | lines are written in a single stroke. This is a good reminder that you should practice writing 
the basic forms you are learning until you can reproduce them from memory. Follow the 
stroke-order numbers shown in the head character. 






















160 OUT 1 出る で る go out, depart; go to, be present 


2 PUT OUT 1 出口 て ぐち exit 0019 
1 日 の 出 ひので sunrise 0001 

シュ ッ ペイ E 2 出す だ す putout, produce; expose 

で (る ) ec だ ( す ) - だ ( す ) 2 出 生 し ゅ っ し ょ う に し ゅ っ せい ) birth 0036 













Visualize the actions GO OUT and PUT OUT right in the character, by seeing one character 
for mountain (i11) rising out of another. The lower mountain PUTS OUT the upper; the upper 
mountain GOES OUT from the lower. Imitate this action a couple of times with three fingers 

from each hand, and the image should stick. 



















1 入る いる enter 

1 は いる enter; join; contain; have; begin 

1 入 口 owes entrance 0019 
? 入れ る いれ る putin, letin; accommodate; accept 
2 入金 に ゅ うき ん payment, deposit 0029 


1ENTER 
? PUT IN 


















Say 
い ( る ) - い (る ) - い ( り ) い ( れ る ) 
- い ( れ ) は い ( る ) 














0039 | The projecting line at the top (distinguishing 入 from 人 0015) indicates the onward flow of 
A. 11 | a river that has just absorbed a tributary. See one river's flow ENTER the other's. Note that the 
distinction between 入 and 人 is especially noticeable in the handwritten form: in A, the 
right-hand stroke dominates; in A, the left-hand stroke dominates. rs 人 0015 





DOWN, lower, below 





下水 げす い sewerage, drainage 0027 

目下 ぬ し た subordinate 0021 
も っ か now,atpresent 

川下 か わし も downstream, downriver 0022 


川田 さん の 下 に か わ だ さ ん の も と に underMs. 
Kawada's supetvision 0022, 0020 























Ae 

し た し も も と さ ( げ る ) さ (が る ) 

くだ (る ) くだ ( り ) くだ ( す ) くだ (すず) 

くだ (さる ) お ( ろ す ) お ( り る ) | 
In F and. 上 (the next entry), the long horizontal stroke indicates a baseline, and the short 
horizontal stroke (sloping downward, in s case) indicates the relative position either 
below or above that baseline. 下 means DOWN below. 上 means UP above. By now you 
will have noticed that capitalized words not shown in boldface indicate keywords for other 
entries. 


























UP rise, raise, above 上 下 sou" high and low; rise and fall; first 





and second (volumes) sss 0040 

2 日 上 ゅ うぅ ぇ one’s superiors, one’s seniors; one's 
HIRI enn po i . 0021 

ジョ ウ ショ ウ 川上 か わか み upstream, upriver 0022 


Pu d PP EU 上 が る あぁ が る go up, rise; be finished 


の ぼ ( る ) OY) の ぼ ( せ る) の ぼ ( す ) | 上 る の ぼる goup 


0041) Having explained this kanji in the previous entry, | will use this space to explain something 
— 1 | about the next one: Note that the asterisks after the readings や ( め る and や ( む )* indicate 
| thatthese readings are not officially recognized in the Ministry of Education's Joyo (regular-use) 
Kanji List. This does not stop writers from using them. 


中 止 す る ちゅ うし する suspend, stop, discon- 
tinue, Cancel ee 0035 

止ま る と まる [vilstop 

5 ーー 止ま り 木 と まり ぎ perch, roost; footrail 0028 


と (まる ) - ど (まり ) と ( め る ) - と ( め る ) | 止め る と ゅ る [vstop 
- ど ( め ) や ( め る )* や ( む )* や め る stop (performing an action) 





| 0042. Let 51-2 suggest the figure of a man holding out his arms to STOP himself. To distinguish 
from _E, see $3 as another man pushing him from behind. The bottom stroke will be the first 
man's feet, which he is using to STOP himself (we'll revert to 止 primitive meaning of foot 
only when it appears inside other kanji, such as in 3E 0140 RUN and 4 0679 WALK). 


RIGHT, upright, correct, exact 正本 せい ほん original document; authenti- 
cated facsimile 0031 


KE た いし ょ 3 Taisho (era) (reign of Emperor 
Taisho, 1912-26) 0033 


セイ ショ ウ 正月 し ょ うがっ New Year's holiday; January... 0023 
た だ (し い ) た だ ( す ) まさ まさ (に ) 正しい た だ し い right, correct 
正 に まさ に just exactly; surely, certainly 


0043 | See S1 as a line that is added at the top of 1E to ensure that all the strokes are set at RIGHT 
angles. It is there to make certain that the vertical lines are perfectly upright, and that every 
angle is exactly 90°. The image of straightness also suggests the English word correct, which 
derives from the Latin word for "straight; rectus. 





1 2 ' FOOT, leg; step 1 一 足 いっ そく one pair(of shoes/socks).... 0002 
? SUFFICE 0 ひと あし astep 
" 4 "JET あし も と at/underone'sfeet; gait, pace, 
: E — step 0040 
: E 1 土足 と そく < sh 0030 
あし た ( り る ) た (る ) た ( す ) ee cue 
* 千 円 で 太り る せ 4 え ん で た り る A thousand yen 
will suffice 0017, 0013 











0044 | Represents the Japanese word あし , which conflates the English words "foot" and “leg.” Here 

JÆ 157| we add a head (L1) to the image of a body with outstretched arms we saw at 1È. 止 appears 

= in a modified form here, with “high heels” to emphasize the FEET and legs. While the earlier 
image emphasized the idea of STOPPING, this image emphasizes the FEET. 

















‘ FIX, decide, settle 一 定 す る いっ て いす る fix, define, unify ~ 0002 





; 定 木 base ruler[cf. $ 0624] 0028 

' s 定め る さだ め る fix, decide, settle 

t 1 テイ ジョ ウ | 定め さだ め law; decision; destiny; certainty 
さだ ( め る ) さだ (まる ) きだ (か ) 定か に さだ か に clearly 











0045| ~ means roof or house (51 suggests a chimney). Here the roof has been added to FIX the 
^. 49 | lower portion in place (modified from iE 0043). In JE. we added the top stroke to set the 
figure RIGHT; that achieved, we now add ~ to FIX it in place. 
















‘HAND, arm; labor; skill 1 入手 する に ゅ うし ゅ する obtain, procure 0039 
2 PERFORMER OF AN ACTION, -er 1 手中 に し ゅ ちゅ うに inthe hands 0035 
1 上 手 な bk3 ず な skillful, proficient 0041 
pe l 1 下手 な へ た な unskillful, dumsy 0040 
て T- -T た - 1AF ひと て hand, manpower 0015 
? や り 手 ゃ り て doer, dealer, highly capable person 








Depicts a HAND. This is usually abbreviated to + as a grapheme, which we'll interpret as 
either hand or arm. See an 0053, 買 0352, and 投 0517 for examples of compounds using 
M2. 
















' EMPLOY, use 
? THINGS TO DO, business 


1 用 いる も ちい る employ, use 
1 用 人 ょ うに ん steward, manager 0015 
1 用 水 よう すい tap [irrigation] water 0026 
! 日 用 に ちょ う everyday use 0001 
2 用 が ある よう が ある have things todo 





p = 
も ち ( い る ) 


















Because it will often appear inside more complex kanji, it is wise to give this kanji the 
concrete, visible meaning container, by picturing the crisscrossing lines as the intersecting 
staves and hoops of a barrel or bucket. For the present entry, simply let the image of a bucket 
suggest the notion of EMPLOYING an instrument or having THINGS TO DO. 





"WITHOUT 1 無人 の む じ 4 の uninhabited; unmanned.. 0015 
? NOTHING 1 無用 む よ う useless; unnecessary; forbidden 
0047 
: ーー — — — j|? 無 に する む に する bring to naught 
NECS な ( い ) 金 が 無い か ね が な い haveno money 0029 
/ \ N N 無口 むく < ち taciturnity, reticence 0019 








0048 aw means fire (see X 0026). Imagine what's above it as a bookcase, utterly consumed in the 
X 96 | flames, leaving NOTHING. cœ 焦 1654, 天 0961 


1832 











[131 


NOT, un- 不用 ふ ょ うぅ ofno use 0047 
不正 ふせ い injustice, wrong, illegality 0043 

不定 の ふ て い の uncertain, indefinite ^ 0045 

^w OE = 不 ふ そ < insufficiency; want; RD 








halted by S1. Up, up into the sky we go... NOT. This character is sometimes interchangeable 
with 無 when the reading is Z. 


' TURN ROUND 1E% ま ゎ る [vi] turn around 
2TIME ! 回 す ま ゎ す [vturn around 

1 上 回 る うわ まわ る exceed, go/be over 0041 
カイ x ! 手 回り て ま ゎ り athand: personal [items] . 0046 


まわ (る ) - ま わ ( る ) - ま わ ( り ) まわ ( す ) |? 一 回 いっ か い onetime, once 0002 
- ま わ ( す ) まわ (し )- - ま わ ( し ) 


| TURN ROUND this wheel-like shape in your imagination. As you do, count each TIME it turns - 
round: one TIME ROUND, two TIMES ROUND, three TIMES ROUND .… 





1SAY OS (5 say, speak, state; call, refer to 


Fl 
2 SPEECH, word 1 言い 回 し いい まわ し expression, turn of phrase 


0050 

|]! 言明 げん めい declaration, announcement . 0024 

い ( う ) こと 無言 ぉ ご ん silence, muteness 0048 
2—F ひと こと に いち げん , いち ご ん ) aword 0002 








See the four horizontal lines as sound waves emanating from the small mouth (LT) at the 


bottom, indicating SPEECH. As a grapheme, Æ will mean say, speech, or word. Starting in 





this entry, a superscript circle indicates suggested words to memorize in the didactic vocabu- 
lary section. Meaning numbers appear inside circles when both apply. See entry 0222 for an 
important vocabulary word using F 7. 


TONGUE HIJE) ぜ っ ほ ぼう (sharp) tongue 
CLAE (BR) Caos garrulity, loquacity 

〇 舌 を 出す し た を だ す stick out one’s tongue 

| 0038 





HX LOND し た が も つれ る one’s tongue gets 
twisted 








This pictograph, stylized over the centuries, shows a mouth at the bottom and a TONGUE 
sticking out towards the top (it reminds one of the expression “forked tongue"). To remember 
the on-yomi, memorize the compound appearing at i 0133. vs» tH 0254 





























, s SPEAK 話す は な す speak; tell 
Tu w 手話 Leh sign language 6046 


ドー \ 話し 手 は な し て speaker person speaking. 0046 
"m n, 7 ーー (| 話し 中 は な し ちゅ うぅ while talking, busy 


Wi 
* eS Á 
は な ( す ) は な し [telephone line] 0035 
話 が 無い は な し が な い nothingtosay 0048 


| 0053 | To SPEAK, we must produce a flow of sound in our vocal cords, and adjust this sound using 
= 149| the tongue. Both ingredients are present here, in their compacted grapheme forms, Train 

your eye to see the tongue (1) jutting out to regulate the sound waves (51-4). The difference 
between 語 and 言 0051 is roughly that between “talk” and "say" in English. 



















‘ACTIVE 


活用 する か っ よう する utilize, apply; conjugate, 
2 LIVE, lead one's life u 


inflect 


1 活 火山 か つか ざん (に か っ か ざん ) active volcano 
0026, 0037 


る 生活 せい か っ life, existence; livelihood... 0036 
























i —— —— —À ——" a — —HÁÜ 
0054 | We now encounter the grapheme version of water (1), introduced at 7K 0027. In this charac- 
水 85 terit indicates a moist tongue, suggesting LIFE and, by extension, ACTIVITY. 














1 GO, proceed の 行く いく に ゆく <) go, proceed; attend 
? ACT, perform 1 行く手 ゅ < て one'sway, ahead (of one) . 0044 


③④ 行う ぉ こ な う act, do, perform; practice, carry out 
2 音 行 げ ぇ こう speech and conduct 0051 


昌行 に ぎょ う two lines Coftext) 0003 


* LINE (of print) 
コウ ギョ ウ アン 
い ( く ) ゆ ( く ) - ゆ ( き ) - ゆ き - い ( き ) 
- い き お こ な ( う ) 



















0058 | At the top see two intersecting roads. Let this suggest GO and, by extension, ACT. For M3, let 
the space between $4 and S5 suggest a LINE of text. In the margin, copy 11 big enough that 
you can write a LINE of text in the space between 54 and 55, then write something in. The 
usual grapheme form, イ will suggest go or act. 
























HEART, mind, center, core 





本 心 ほ 4 し 4 one'strue mind, one's real 
intention; one's conscience 





り 中 心 ちゅ うし ん center, middle 0035 
22 心中 し 4 ちゅ 3 heart, mind, true motives .0035 
ここ ろ - ご ころ し ん じゅ う lovers' suicide, double suicide 
心 行 くま で ここ ろ ゆ くま て toone'sheart's 






Content 














Primitive picture of a HEART organ, surrounded by various arterial valves. The meaning 
extends to spirit and mind, so when it appears as a grapheme (sometimes in this form, but 
frequently as ^, and infrequently as 小 ) we may call it either heart or mind. 











| EAR 


s 7 
みみ 











OFE Cac eyesand ears; one's attention. 0021 


HE ちゅ うじ inner ear 0035 


| 耳かき みみ か き earpick 


RAS みみ た ぶ earlobe 


| 0057 | Differing from Fl in the way its top, bottom, and right-hand strokes jut out, Æ represents 
耳 128| the three sections of the outer EAR. With an earlobe projecting down from the bottom right, 
—| H looks like someone's right EAR, or your own left EAR seen in the mirror. H's writing is 
unusual, so practice it carefully—you'll need it for writing other kanji. 


2948 
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1 AGAIN; also 
2 OR, in other words 


また また - また (の )- 


ca 本 0773 





⑨ 又 は また は or; in otherwords 





8| Derives from a picture of one hand crossed over another hand, implying the idea of duplica- 
tion (AGAIN), as well as alternate choices (OR). As a grapheme, X. will usually mean hand. 





シュ 


と (る ) EY) と ( り )- と り - どけ ) 


@ 又 明日 iff Seeyoutomorrow 0024, 0001 
1 又 四 日 また の ひ another day 0001 











取水 Leto drawing water 0027 
取り 入れ る と り い れる take in; harvest; 

accept, adopt 0039 
取り に げ る と り ぁ げ る take/pick up; confiscate; 

deliver (a baby); accept, listen to; adopt 

(a proposal) | . 0041 
取り 出す と り だ す take out, get out, pickup 0038 
日 取り ひと り schedule — 0001 


See this as a hand (XL) reaching out to TAKE someone's ear (H; note the slight difference 
from =F). You will notice in these mnemonic annotations a strong preference for the active 
participle, such as "reaching" in the previous sentence. These "-ing" verbs, while not the most 
elegant choice, help us see actions taking place and avoid abstract statements. 


; TBODY 
;  |*0NE'S PERSON 
SOCIAL POSITION 











シン 
み 


1 心身 LALA mindandbody 0056 
OW し ゅ っ し 4 one's place of origin 0038 


? 身の上 2052. one'scareer, one's fortune.. 0041 


9 foU み の ま わり one’s person, personal 
citele/belongings 2.000... 0050 


3 小 身 し ょ うし 4 humble position 0034 








0060) see as a BODY with a long cane (S7) carried on ONE'S PERSON. the image of standing with a 
身 158| cane also suggests SOCIAL STANDING. Take special care to learn 44’s unusual writing. 


2977 
$7 


m 











4 
: 定休 (日 ) て いき ゅ 2( び ) regular holiday 
ー 0000 1 [|o 0045, 0001 
= 休止 きゅう し pause, standstill, dormancy; rest 
Ao 0042 
や す ( む ) や す ( ま る ) や す ( め る ) O 休 み ゃ すみ rest, recess; suspension; vacation, 
holiday; absence 








人 REST, suspend O 休 日 き w5 じ っ holiday, day off 0001 
0061 


Now we'll learn the first of many characters incorporating 4, a compact form of 人 0015 
9 | HUMAN BEING. We'll usually refer to 4 as man, which is less abstract, and which allows us to 

contrast it with 4 woman (see 0093). Here see a man RESTING against a tree (7k). Its sloping 
| branches make a comfortable bed to REST on. ss 体 0062 


> 

















1 身体 し ん た い に か ら だ ) body .0080 
@@ 人 体 じん 4 たい human body 0015 
1 大体 いたい outline; generally, roughly, on 

Ao the WO a. .e0093 
1 体 の 中 か 5 だ の な か inside the body 0035 
2 正体 し ょ うた い one'strue shape; eA 








Here the focus shifts to the tree's roots or physical basis (see 本 0031). A man (f Ys physical 
basis is his BODY. mw 休 0061 













! BELIEVE, trust 









し ん よう trust, credit, confidence 0047 





? MESSAGE, signal 1 信心 し 4 じ 4 faith, belief, piety 0056 
1 入信 に ゅ うし 4 joining the faith 0039 





1 不信 ふし ん distrust, discredit 0049 


1 信じ る (= 信ずる ) LAUS (に し ん ずる ) believe; 
believe in 









0063 | Review 言 0051. Here we observe the mouth speaking a MESSAGE to a man (4 ), who trusts/ 
人 9 | BELIEVES it. See 受 0065, Æ 0079, and 通 0159 for sample compounds using M2 MESSAGE. 






ATTACH, be attached to, hand over 









付 斉 ふ げ ん postscript, additional remarks 0051 
O 付 く っ < attach (to), adhere (t0); be connected with 


付け る っ ける attach, fasten; put (one thing on 
another) 


付け 足す つけ た す add on, append 0044 
身 に 付け る み に つけ る acquire (knowledge), 
la o Xn 0060 
In ^J see a man reaching out his arm (S3), carrying a small object (S5) (this is also an inde- 
pendent kanji we shall meet at entry 0381). Here, see the outstretched arm ATTACH (or hand 
over) this small object to the man at the left. Take a moment to visualize the arm ATTACHING 
the object, sticking it on, handing it over, delivering it. «= 附 2214 


















7 

つっ (ける ) つけ る ) -2(08) つ ( け ) つけ)- 
- つ ( け ) - づ ( け ) -3U っ (<) づく ) 
つ ( き ) - つ ( き ) - つ き - づ ( き ) - づ き 




























af à message.. 
OPS ぅ 3 ける receive, accept 
= 受け 身 うけ み passiveness; passive voice. 0060 
ya 


、 2 " 受け 入れ る うけ いれ る accept tto: 
5 S St 3 pt, consent to; 
う ( け る ) 00 う ( か る ) receive, accommodate ...........0......... 0039 


受付 3 けつ け receipt; reception desk 0064 


- P RECEIVE, accept 受信 be し ん reception (ofradio MA NO 
. 0063 
Pe ) 

















0065. The opposite of "hand over" is "RECEIVE" Here we meet two new graphemes, Claw (5°), at 
X. 29 | the top, derives from 爪 0201 CLAW. ~, in the middle, looks like ^* roof without the chim- 
ney, and means cover. See a claw (*7) handing over the cover and a hand ( X.) RECEIVING it. 
| wae 过 0778, FE 1123 














1T0 THE... OF ざ 以 下 いか not more than, under; the following 


- ^ ? BY MEANS OF mine 
N ! 以 上 eva. notless than; beyond; the 
above-mentioned; now thats that’s all, — 0041 
à : 1 IT 二 人 以 上 ふた り いじ E ょ う twoormore people 
も っ (で て)* 0003, 0015, 0041 


?c4UEEBEDC これ を も っ て with this; because of this 



























The primary meaning of this kanji is TO THE... OF. This is a rather abstract idea, but with a little 
imagination we can actually see it in 以 , Copy 以 on a piece of scratch paper such that S4 is 
the length of your hand. Place your left hand edgewise over $4, palm facing toward the bottom 
of the page (you'll have to bend your fingers backward a bit). Your thumb should be hang- 

ing down in the position of $5. Now make a sweeping motion in the direction your thumb is 
pointing. Anywhere TO THE southeast OF 54 is indicated in the phrase "TO THE... OF" (the area 
occupied by $1-3 is left out). See Halpern for information on M2 BY MEANS OF. mw 似 1354 
























1! STAND ざ 中 立 ちゅ うり っ neutrality 0035 
2ESTABLISH の 立っ た っ stand, rise 

1 立ち 上 が る た ちあ が る stand up, rise to one's 
リッ Yay [RE 0041 
た ( つ ) - た ( つ ) た ( ち )- た (て る ) 1 立ち 話 た ちば な し chatting while standing up 
- た (て る ) た (て )- た て - - た (て ) 0053 
- だ (て ) - だ (て る ) 立て る た て る stand, make stand, establish 

















Depicts a STANDING person, Fora sample compound using M2, see 設 0520... Now to prepare 

for the next entry (部 ) we need to learn the grapheme [5, which derives from a drawing of a 

hillside. When it appears at the right side of a kanji it will denote town; at the left (as in PE) it 
will denote hili(s). To allow [5 to suggest both meanings, visualize it as the town's perimeter walls 
on the straight side, and as the hills outside of town on the curving side. While on the town side 











x. the hills have been landscaped into a sheer wall, on the outside the hilis maintain their natural 
常 | contours. In both cases, B acts as a barrier — a town from the outlying wilderness... 
SECTION, division, department 部 いち ぶ part, portion, section; a copy (of 
uo Ina... oat aai 0002 
er 部 b ょ うぶ upper part [section], top; surface 0041 
東部 と うぶ east, eastern part 0032 
部 下 ぶ か subordinate 0040 


… の 部 に 入る ... の ぷに は いる fall under the 
heading of; be classed among ; 0039 








0068 | (Continued)... Here B appears at the right, so the other graphemes (person standing and 
& 163| mouth) appear in the town position, inside the barrier. When you see person standing above 
mouth, imagine a very short person standing on a box. Thus here we observe a short person 
attempting to scale the wall to escape the city. He's not tall enough to surmount the wall 
| from the ground, so he divides the task into two SECTIONS, ascending the first SECTION with 
a a box and the second SECTION under his own power. ex 階 1263 


常 |11 




















ざ 二 倍 に ぱぃ double 0003 
= 1 二 借以 上 に ば いい C ょ 3 atleast twice as much 


te? kl 0003, 0066, 0041 
| | | 2 倍 に する ば い に す る double 


0069 | we bring in fit at this point to show that the very short person standing on a box can also 


‘ ‘TIMES, -fold [1 人 一 倍 話 す ひと いち ば ぱい は な す speak twice as 
ww 一 OLE much as others 0015, 0002, 0053 













A. 9 | appear at the right, in which case the kanji will be pronounced バイ (as in 階 1263, the inverse 
— — | of the last entry). Here the very short person encounters a man of average height, DOUBLE his 
own. Again, the box is his equalizer. es 位 0577 
0090 | 
常 |110 



















EN ! BECOME; form 1 成立 する せい りつ する comeinto existence; be 
LA ? ACHIEVE formed, be organized 0067 
2 大 成す る た いせ いす る achieve greatness.. 0033 





O $ 
成人 せい じん adult, grown-u 0015 
セイ ジョ ウ 8 P 


な (る ) な ( す ) - な ( す ) EE form, consist of; be 


成す な す form, make; accomplish 





the label spear. X, can be seen as a spear thrower (the dot stroke shows the spearhead). 
Here, X, appears with an extra stroke (成 ) which we'll interpret as an optional "guide" that 
helps the weapon reach its target accurately. To JX, we need only add the angled stroke at 
the left (53) to complete 成 . Thus $3's function is to complete the form. As a mnemonic, lel 
$3 trigger the idea of BECOMING whole or ACHIEVING completeness, as in the word 成人 
6 | せい じん (coming of age, adult), which we might associate with “attaining one’s spear” 




















"REPLACE, substitute り 代 わる か わる substitute, take the place of 

















" GENERATION, age fon か える SR replace (something) 
1 CHARGE, fare with (another 
yi yi 一 身 の 代 金 み の し ろ き ん ransom 0060, 0029 


大 正 の 代 た いし ょ う の よ Tatsho era 0033, 0043 


か (わる ) か (わり ) - が (わり ) か (える ) 
タク シー 代 タク シー だ い taxi fare 


よ L5 


"giving a man (4 ) the spear X)" REPLACE is intuitively related to the other two meanings: 
just as one GENERATION (or age) "replaces" another, a CHARGE (i.e., a fee) "replaces" the 
resources spent in rendering a service, e {È 1361 


: KING 王手 ぉ 3 て check, checkmate 0046 
1 メデ ィ ア 土 メデ ィ ア お ぉ う media magnate 
" 王 を 立て る ぉ う を た て る enthroneaking . 0067 
4y | 王 の よう に ぉ 3 の よう に like a king 


4 








00 12 “A common etymological interpretation provides an easy way to remember E. From top to 
bottom, the horizontal lines originally represented heaven, man, and earth. The vertical line 
represented the symbolic union of all three in the KING. 
























GEM; round or spherical object | 水玉 みず た ま polka dots 


HAE ひゃく えん だ ま hundred-yen coin 
0016, 0013 


0027 






- 一 一 一 シャ ボン 玉 シャ ポン だ ま soap bubble 
rd 目玉 ゅ だま eyeball; loss lead 
た ま mi - だ ま に め だ ま eyeball; loss leader... 0021 
ERAF EIE) た ま に き ず flawin the crystal, 
| flyintheointment 
-0073 | see $5 as the king (E)s GEM. When EE is used as the hen (left-side, usually meaning-bearing 
X 96 | grapheme) in other kanji (such as 理 0532), it loses the short "gem" stroke, but nonetheless 
denotes gem or, more generally, a round/spherical object. The on (Chinese-derived) reading 
ギョ ク is unique in this course. 























TREASURE 






ORE ほう きょく gem 0073 


東宝 スタ ジオ と うぅ ほう スタ ジオ Toho [film] 
Studios 。 


宝くじ た か g< じ lottery 














0074 | See “> roof as an indication of the unusual value of the gem the king holds in 宝 .The roof 
^» 40 | is present to protect this special TREASURE Write *& and E in alternation: in Æ, you are 
TR depicting an average GEM, in 宝 , a rare TREASURE, demanding protection. 


県 








COUNTRY 





王国 ぉ 3 こく kingdom 
国王 こく < お うぅ king 0072 
国宝 こく ほ ぅ national treasure ……………….0074 
9 国立 こ < り っ national (park, etc.) . 0067 
〇 国々 < に < に nations 













[ | means border, though we shall be flexible and see it more generally as an enclosure or 
precinct, or sometimes a box. Here it indicates the enclosure around a king and his gems 
(the crown jewels, if you wish): the borders of his COUNTRY. 









| WHITE Ov Uso. white 
日 人 は < じん white person, Caucasian 0015 
白 日 は <C っ broad daylight 0001 


白金 し ろ が ね silver; silver coin 0029 
は っ きん Platinum 


OH 明白 な ぬい は く な clear, plain, obvious . 0024 
















ハク EXT 
L5 し ら - し ろ ( い ) 












“0076 | Let SI suggest a blinding WHITE beam radiating from the sun (H). Kanji in which ÉT appears 
白 106| at the right generally have the on reading ハグ. This and other such groups are listed in 
Appendix 2, a resource you will want to take full advantage of as you study the kanji. 

c= F] 0081 





















| EMPEROR T 皇国 こぅ こ < [archaic] Japan 0075 


| E 
2 = 
SE. j à 
" 
| 


0077 | A white (ÉI) crown atop the head of a king (E) signals a still more exalted status: EMPEROR, 
白 106| Don't just link the elements semantically, but rather visualize the crowned head. Useful 
" compounds to learn appear at 居 0255 and 天 0270, w= 星 0755 

2223 
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WHOLE, all 全国 ぜ 4 こ < く thewhole country 0075 


O 全 部 ぜん ぶ all, the whole; wholly, entirely 
0068 





EE 万 全 の ば ぇ ぜん の perfect, infallible, absolutely 
モン secure . 0018 


まっ た く ) すべ (で) O44 まっ た < entirely, utterly 
全て の すべ て の all, entire, whole 










0078 | As we learned earlier, へ is a flattened form of A, but it will be simpler to see it as a roof or 
人 9* | other covering (overlapping in meaning with “> and ~~). In Æ we have the union of heaven, 
pu man and earth in the king. Here, see へ as emphasizing this wholeness. All three parts are 
E covered under this one roof—the WHOLE thing. 




















書く か < write 
! 書き 取り ヵ き と り dictation ... 0059 
! 信書 し 4 しょ correspondence, letter 0063 
の 白 書 は < し ょ white paper. 0076 


2 全書 ぜん し ょ comprehensive treatise; complete 
works 0078 


"WRITE 
* BOOK 










ショ 
办 (4) - が ( き ) - が き 








See a three-fingered hand (=) holding a pen and WRITING on a pad of paper. Etymology 

teaches us that 57-10 do not in fact represent 日 sun but the obsolete El say—we'll ignore 
] both and instead see a stack of writing paper. {F and 本 0031 both mean BOOK: 書 sug- 
gests a product of writing, while 本 suggests a product made from the material of a tree. 





‘AFFAIR 1 火 事 pe fire 0026 
? ABSTRACT THING ! 無事 に ぶ b に without incident 0048 
名 用事 よぅ C thingsto do, errands, business. .0047 

s ue 行事 い < こ と に する decidetogo. .0055 
こと 2 書く 事 が 無い か < こと が な い There is nothing to 
write about 0079, 0048 











0080 | This time see the hand turn the pen upward, holding in the air some THING it has skewered. 
J 6 | Exactly what the hand is holding up should be left vague, for 事 does not in fact refer to a 

= physical object, but to an ABSTRACT THING or AFFAIR. Remember, the hand goes at the top for 

3B. WRITING ( 書 ) at the bottom for holding a THING ( 事 ) up in the air. s 物 0172 
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SELF | 自白 じ は < confession 0076 


1 
ge 自体 じたい itself; one’s own body 0062 
— 自信 CL ん self-confidence 0063 
d ca 自明 の じ め い の self-evident, obvious. 0024 
。 上 | みず か ( ら ) お の ( ず か ら )・* Ob ates oneself 


0081 The much-stylized result of what began as a drawing of a nose. It will be wise to retain this 

自 132| association, for in Japan one points to the nose to indicate one's SELF, and El appears later 

~~ | in the kanji for NOSE 1558 and BAD SMELL 1560. Take S1 as that little stubby thing you see in 
front of your eyes (H) when you look at the world: your nose. ws" É} 0076 





SHELLFISH EH た か ら が い cowrie shell 
FIH ホラ が い conch shell 
HEFY か い ポ タン shell button 








Ignore eye (H) and see the whole character as a striated SHELLFISH, with two little legs for 
scampering across the seabed. As a grapheme, H often means money or wealth, from the 
use of seashells as a primitive form of currency, as 見 0083, 县 0837 

able to see 


um み ( え る ) み ( せ る ) 
見 せる ats show, let see; pretend 


0083 | This character is similar to H, so focus on what distinguishes them. JL is a real pair of legs, 
longer and more flexible than the little stubs the shellfish scurries around on. H thus stands 
taller in 見 , the better to SEE. From here on we'll usually assign JL the meaning human legs, 
or simply legs, but now and then also roots (when they depict the “legs” of a plant), vs H 

0082 








O— ki, いっ け 4 alook, aglance; apparently 0002 
り 見 る みる see, view 


見 出し みだし headline, heading, caption; ps 
Ne om eh 


見 える ぁ ぇ る be visible; look like, appear; "i 













re 
1 POWER, strength, force 9 体力 ふり ょ < physical strength 0062 
活力 か っ u ょ < vital force, vitality, energy 0054 
1 
百人 力 ひ ゃ < に 4 りき the strength of a hundred 
UE men; great strength .... 0.0... aaa. 0016, 0015 
| も か ら 力む りき む strain (oneself), show one's best effort 
〇 力 を 入れ て ちか ら 5 を いれ て with effort 


[emphasis] 0039 


See as a heavy iron plow (handle on the upper left, cutting blade on the lower right), and 
Jj 19 | imagine the POWER that forces it through the hard-packed soil at the end of the dry season. 
Though we visualize a plow, the meaning it conveys is POWER, Contrast with 7L 0011: 77's 
aha must angle backward, not forward, or it could not plow ahead smoothly, ra 九 0011, 
0085 








2860 


常 | 2 























SWORD XJ] た いと 3 longsword 0033 
〇 小刀 こ が た な に し ょ うと う ) pocketknife 0034 


117] や ま が た な machete 0037 

トウ HAY) に ほん と ぅ Japanese sword .... 0001, 0031 
か た な 刀 の 付い た か た な の つい た (equipped)with a 
blade 0064 





handle shift our visual focus to the blade. As before, see the cutting edge on the lower right. 
As a grapheme, JJ is usually modified to I], which we shall associate with swords, knives, 
| cutting, and slicing. vv 力 0084, Jt 0011, 为 0087 




























CUT, sharp 一 切 の いっ さい の all, entire, whole 0002 


O 大 切な た いせ っ な important, weighty; 
valuable 0033 


OMS きる cut, slice, sever 
切れ る きれ る becut (off) run aut, expire 
ケー キー 切れ ケー キ ひ と きれ apiece of cake 
0002 




















セッ サイ 
き (る ) - き (る ) &(U) - き 0) -X(U) 
き ( れ る ) - き (れる ) èlh) - き ( れ ) 

| き ( れ ) | oe 
Recall the slashing line in the European-style handwritten numeral 7 (see 0009). Here see 

the sword (JJ) making the sideways CUT across the numeral. This entry clearly illustrates an 
important rule for writing kanji: in writing “left-right” kanjt, we must generally make the left 
side more compact than the right. 








FAW と 3E ん sword blade 0085 
OHJ <ua drawn sword 0076 


自刃 する CC ん する die by one’s own sword 
0981 


FON か た な の は edge ofasword 0065 
よく 切れ る 丸 よく きれ る は asharp blade 0086 











‘0087 | See 53 as a slash made across the sword (JJ) by the blade of another. Feel and hear the cut- 
JJ 18 | ting sharpness of the razor-edged BLADE as it leaves this mark. This mark should suggest the 
一 | lacerating edge of the BLADE, whereas /J means SWORD in general. Practice writing both 
characters in turn until you've internalized the difference. se 7J 0085, JL 0012 


gania ‘DIVIDE の 分 ける ゎ け る divide into parts, distribute 


Ne 2? PART @ 部 分 ws ん part, section, portion 0058 
- 3MINUTE ? 身分 み ぶ 4 social position; rank, identity. . 0080 
プン フン T 2 自分 ぶん self, oneself 0081 
わ ( け る ) わ ( け ) わ ( か れる ) わ (か る ) | 3 二 十 分 に じゅ っ ぷん に に じ っ ぷ ん ) twenty 
わ ( か つ ) minutes 0003, 0005 











0088) Here sword cuts up not a 7 (E, as in 切 0086), but an 8 (/\). We learned before that as a 

刀 18 | grapheme 八 0010 can take on the meaning of split. See the sword splitting, or DIVIDING, 
the top of the character into two PARTS. Associate MINUTE (the time unit) with the idea of 
DIVIDING time into PARTS. vr 公 0089 





1713 
常 | 4 


"m 

















NC PUBLIC OO aeuo public, formal, official 
O 公 立 の こぅ うり っ の public (institution) 0067 
P DN 公定 zato official, officially fixed 0045 
4 コウ 公言 する こう げん する declare in public; profess 
お お や け 0051 


公明 こう めい fairness, justice 0024 








0089 | Here we add the grapheme ム , another drawing of the nose, more convincing than the one 

A12 | we saw a while ago at ÉI 0081. As we did then, we should associate the nose with the self, 
for we shall also take ム to mean self or private. Thus 公 gives us split {A\) and private: see a 
private place splitting its doors wide open to welcome the PUBLIC, ww 分 0088 











' SEPARATE 
? ANOTHER 


の 別々 に べつ っ べ っ に separately 


! 分 別 す る ぷん べつ する classify, distinguish; 
divide, separate .ee .0 


ざ 別 れる わか れる separate, part from 

“别人 sova another [different] person . 0015 

^ 別 の 本 べ っ の ほん another[different] book 
0031 





















ベッ 


わか (れる ) 











kanji structure: As we saw in the Introduction, in most left-right kanji, the hen is the semantic 
element, while the tsukuri is the phonetic element (though the phonetic hint is often not use- 
ful in Japanese). There are a few exceptions to this positioning, including !J, which despite 

7 | being a semantic element appears at the right. ms 列 0718, 号 0300 









'LONG 身長 し ん ちょ 3 stature, height 

2CHIEF senior 成長 wu いち 5 ょ う growth 
DRO な が い long 

| チョ ウ 1 长 话 な が ば な し longtalk 

な が ( い ) 部 长 3545 division chief 


arms, while the lower part of the character shows the pleats of his garments (see 衣 0700 
GARMENT), Note that the main vertical line is written in two strokes (S1, S6). va» 必 0510 








1 MAN BOA ぉ と こ ふ た り twomen/males . 0003, 0015 
男らしい お と こら し い manly, masculine 

r ORF ちょ うな ん eldestson 0091 

" ダン ty 三男 さ ぇ な ん third son 0004 

お と こ 正男 ま * ぉ Masao[malegivenname] 0043 





0092 | It is natural to associate MAN with rice fields (FH) and plow (7), but it’s more direct just to 
HH 102| see the top as a MAN's large head and the bottom as his legs, running. From this point on, 
the grapheme H will be able to take the meaning head in addition to rice field. 


2199 


al7| 











56 














' WOMAN 〇 長女 ちょ 3 じ ょ eldest daughter 0091 

男女 だ 4 じ ょ men and women, both sexes 0092 

$ 皇女 こう じ ょ imperial princess 0077 
ジョ ニョ ニョ ウ | 女人 に ょ に ん woman 0015 

お ん な め BOA お ん な の ひと woman 0015 


= — uu € — 
0093 | The product of many modifications on an ancient drawing of a kneeling WOMAN, facing 
ir 38 | toward our left. In today's version, it will be easier to see her facing forward or toward our 
—] right, crossing one leg behind the other in an elegant feminine curtsy. Contrast her gentle 
curtsy with the POWER( 力 )-ful forward motion in Jj. 



























! CHILD, son 
?NOUN SUFFIX, small object 


子女 Lee children, sons and daughters 0093 
の 女子 女の子 じょし / お ん な の こ girl... 0093 
ORF /HOF だ ん し / お と この こ boy 0092 
| シス VEF お うじ prince 0072 
È 2 玉子 た ま ご egglcf B 1141] 0073 











0094 | An infant CHILD, recognizable by his oversize head and arms outstretched for hugging. - Fis 
written in three strokes. me F 0163 



















' LIKE OFFA この ぁ taste, liking; choice; wish 
? FAVORABLE OAM だ いす き very fond of 0033 





1 女好き ぉ ん な ず き fondness for women; 
ーーー 一 一 amorous man 0093 
24 : : 
cod) TR) よ ( い )* wo) お 人 好 し ぉ ひと よし good-natured person 0015 
2 好 事 -5U fortune; good deed 0080 











0098 | The analytical mnemonic "women (1t) LIKE children (-T-)' is straightforward enough to do the 
trick here, but | encourage you to see the woman and child LIKING each other. Notice how 
woman changes in the hen form, One on-yomi compound is provided here; a more useful 
one to memorize appears at 物 0172. 


! 1PEACEFUL 外 安心 SALA peace of mind, relief. 0056 
pi 2INEXPENSIVE 1 安定 な あん て いな stable, composed 0045 
i ! 安らか な や すら か な peaceful, tranquil 
R アン zro や すい inexpensive, cheap 
や す ( い ) や す ( ま る ) や す や す ( ら か ) | ^ 十 円 安 ug うえ ん や す down ten yen [foreign 
exchange market.. 0...11. 0005, 0013 








Depicts a woman in a PEACEFUL state, at home (under the roof). Don't try to memorize an 
abstract statement like “A woman feels peaceful under a roof”; instead, see the PEACE and 
calm in the picture of the woman under the roof. When applied to products for sale, 安 
means INEXPENSIVE, as in promoting financial PEACE of mind. 














| PROPOSAL, plan, idea KITS ぁ あん し ゅ っ する think out, contrive, 
i 0038 


LU 
n devise 
" 立案 する りつ あぁ ん する makea plan, devise, 
| draft 0067 
TY 〇 案 を 立て る あん を た て る drafta proposal 0067 
TR. 案の定 SAMUS asfeared, sure enough . 0045 


案 ず る (= 案じ る ) あん ずる に あん じ る ) ponder; 
WOITy Over 








0097 Peacefulness (ZÈ) at the top of a tree (7): this is where the woman goes to think out, 
X 75 | design, and plan a PROPOSAL (the three verbs all refer to secondary meanings). 委 has a 
rather businesslike connotation, so don't imagine her loafing around up there. 


活字 か っ し movable type, printing type 0054 

字体 じたい character form, type 0062 
O り ローマ字 ロー マ じ Roman letters 

正字 せい C traditional form ofa kanji 0043 

大 き な 字 お ぉ お ぉ き な じ large character/print 003% 








0098| Here too we find some serious work going on. See the child (F>) at home under her roof (^7), 
子 39 | practicing her CHARACTERS. With that image, let me remind you to write out the kanji as you 
| learn them, even if you don't plan to learn how to write them by heart. ws 宇 1542 


' STUDY 1 学 力 な <uk< scholarship, scholastic ability 
0084 


? SCHOOL 
OHE が < せい student 0036 


— の 学ぶ まな ぶ study, learn 
@ 大 学 resur university 0033 


まな ( ぶ ) 
? 入学 する に ゆう が くす る enteraschool, 
matriculate 0039 











v isa variant of 小 small, butis actually used here as shorthand for the cumbersome eleven- 
stroke crown on the old version 5&, We'll interpret ^v flexibly, according to the image we 
want to give the kanji. Here, see little bits of knowledge cramming themselves into the head 
of this STUDYING SCHOOLchild. Distinguish `Y from * claw. 





i FATHER O 父 子 au father and child 0094 
Í(w 代 父 だ いふ godfather 0071 


3 
O 父 の 日 ちち の ひ Fathers Day. . 0001 
3 _ | お 父さん ぉ と うさ ん father, daddy, papa 
ちち 
































‘ ‘WRITINGS, learning, culture | ゆ 文 書 ぶん し ょ = に も ん じ ょ ) document, letter, 
te 
1 ? LETTER, script n 
’ 1 文学 ぶん が く literature, letters 0099 
po 1 文明 aue civilization, culture 0024 
ふみ 2 文字 も じ character, letter 0098 
$AU character, letter; writings 











0101 | See a person sitting behind a desk with crossed legs, WRITING LETTERS. The desktop is high, 

文 67 | so we can't see the writer's body; only her head pops out at the top. 文 means LETTERS both 
in the sense of “written symbols” and in that of “correspondence.” Fix the images of X. and C 
in your memory, so that the next entry will not jar them loose. 































‘INTERCOURSE, association 国交 こっ こぅ diplomatic relations 0075 
? CROSS, intersect interchange ORES (= 交 ざ る ) まじ る に まざる ) [vil be mingled, 
intermingle 
の 交わ す か わす exchange 
コウ ず 交 代 す る こう た いす る taketums, altemate, 
まじ (わる ) まじ (える ) ま ( じ る ) relieve (someone) 


ま ( ざ る ) ま ( ぜ る ) 0) か (わす ) |” 交付 する こう ふ す る Doro oven de venant. 








To avoid confusing this entry with the last two, focus on how it has even more intersecting 
lines than the others, 交 picks up all their crissCROSSING lines and combines them into one 
kanji meaning CROSS and INTERCOURSE. Now practice writing all three in turn, repeating 

their meanings out loud as you go. In later entries, — will take the meaning fid. 

















Ob #025 school 0099 
1 小学校 し ょ うがっ こう primary school . 0034, 0099 
1 校长 こう ちょ う principal, schoolmaster ... 0091 
1 女子 校 じょし こう girls’ school 0093, 00% 
名 校正 こう せい proofreading 0043 


"SCHOOL 
? PROOFREAD 












コウ 








0103 | An important meaning of Z€ is associate. 本 , the hen form of AX 0028 TREE, can imply wood 
or things made of it. Thus 校 suggests a wooden building for associating or socializing with 
| others: SCHOOL. It's also where we go to have our written work PROOFREAD. 


e MOTHER 9 母子 ぽ し motherand child 0094 
Pw | 父母 ふ ぼ father and mother, parents... 0100 
5 | 母校 に 3 alma mater, one’s old school. 0103 
Nw | ポ ーー OBROH isso Mother's Day 0001 
は は お 母さん お か あさ ん mother, mommy, mama 
0104 | MOTHERS breasts. 
T 00 
2917. 


常 |5 











EVERY 毎日 まい に ち every day 0001 
テー 毎月 まい っ つき (= まい げ つ ) everymonth —— 0023 
毎回 まい か い every time 0050 

マイ 毎 土曜 日 まい と ょ う び every Saturday 
- ご と (に )* 0030, 0025, 0001 

DES Pa 

二 日 每 (2 ふっ か ご と に every other day 

0003, 0001 








0105| — isa version of イ man, inverted and turned sideways. We shall follow the etymological 

Ht 80 | meaning here, but in other cases interpret it flexibly. The bottom portion is EE MOTHER, but 
レー with her nipples combined into one stroke. This combination implies EVERY, for EVERY man 
に に | has a mother. 









大 海 た いか い (に お お うみ ) ocean 0033 


海上 か いじ ょ 3 oceangoing, maritime, marine 
0041 






カス ピ 海 カス ピ か い Caspian Sea 
ご 日 本 海 に ほん か い SeaofJapan 0001, 0031 


Ojo 34009 Ocean Day Japanese national 
holiday, third Monday in July] ............. 0001 
























subsumed character as an integral whole, this being one way in which we simplify complex kanji. 
Thus here we treat 每 as every (rather than man + mother), producing the mnemonic "Every drop 
of water (Y } flows to the SEA" When you find kanji split between left and right, you can normally 

use the hen as a semantic hint and the tsukuri as a phonetic hint. But to repeat, the phonetic ele- 
ment is often not very useful in Japanese; witness the on-yori of 海 and 每 :. In any case, we must 
use the tsukuri as a secondary semantic clue if we are to make sense of the character. 







信者 し 4 じゃ believer 0053 
話 者 ゎ し ゃ speaker 0053 
9 学 者 が < し ゃ scholar, learned person.......0099 


| 本 学 の 者 で す ほん が < の も の て す (lam)from 
[with] this university 0031, 0099 


Ored よそ る の outsider 








0107 | Review E 0030. Diagonal $4 points under the soil, so take # to mean (literally) buried 

老 125| underground or (figuratively) old. Let 者 suggest a PERSON growing old from exposure to 
the sun (H). Note the tiny extra stroke in the old form, which also appears in the old forms 
of the many kanji that incorporate 者 . 








‘MANUFACTURE; workmanship, work |! AT E ん こう man-made 0015 
1 2 CONSTRUCTION 1 工学 こう が く engineering 0099 
! 大工 だ いく < carpenter 0033 
コウ ク る 工事 こう じ construction 0080 
3 2 工事 中 こぅ じ ぁ ちゅ う Under Construction [sign] 
0080, 0035 








0108| Imagine that this character depicts an 1 beam, as viewed from one end. ! beams are MANU- 
T 48 | FACTURED at steel plants and used in the CONSTRUCTION of buildings. When we find T. 

| used as a grapheme, we can give it either of these meanings, orthe related meanings work 
Lx or workmanship. Do not confuse with the katakana エ . 


2866 
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‘FORM, style, manner の 正式 に せい し きま に formally, regularly 0043 
? CEREMONY, rite 1 JARI .… し き に afterthe fashion 
*FORMULA 2 成 人 式 せい じん し き coming-of-age ceremony 
0070, 0015 
シキ Q y sr 回 
|O AEI に ゅ う が く し き school entrance ceremony 
0039, 0099 
3 公式 こう し き formula; formality 0089 








Here we combine 工 workmanship with È spear. The meanings FORM, style, CEREMONY, 
and FORMULA can all be derived from the underlying concept of an action done according 
to a prescribed form, so let T. suggest the spear-thrower's professional workmanship in 
performing his act according to prescribed form. «= SX 0110, 武 omi 











SAR saicetaaa the sum of two 
thousand yen 0029, 0013 











TWO (in legal documents) 














A special set of kanji exists for writing numbers in bank notes and other legal documents, so 
as to prevent people from adding a stroke here or there to easily altered characters like 一 

and —. A few of them appear in the Joyo Kanji List and thus in this course. Here, the number 
TWO (=) is hidden in the lower left of the character. s= 式 0109, j& 0111, — 0003 





| 武力 gk< military power 009 
9 武者 ぉ し ゃ warrior, soldier 0107 
武人 SUA warrior 0015 
文武 ぶ & ぶ literary and military 





| MILITARY: warrior 












See a MILITARY man stepping forward to S an invader with his spear. Following the 
principle mentioned in the annotation for 取 0059, we deliberately avoid the more concise 
but abstract statement, “MILITARY men stop invaders with spears" vr 5X, 0109, X 0110 





THREAD OF きん し gold thread 0029 
FREED VIE いっ し も ま と わ ず に withoula 

stitch of clothing on, stark naked 0002 

Sa HER きい と raw silk 0036 
いと ORO wees beginning, firststep; clue 0019 
白い 系 し ろ る い ぃ と white thread 0076 








0 12 Here we encounter for the first time the grapheme る , which you should leam to see as a 
系 120| child. In fk, visualize 54-6 as THREADS the child is playing with. tm 系 1077 


1866 


ar 




















BEFORE, ahead 以 前 いぜん before, ago, since f "m 





? 
p 
A 事前 じ ぜ 4 before the fact 0080 
* - 前 者 ぜん し ゃ the former 0107 
] ゼン mmm ~ JONE garo last time 0050 
まえ - ま え 〇 の 前 に の ま ぇ に ahead of before 





0113 | Here for the first time we'll let H denote meat (see 肉 0216 for this derivation), *” derives 

7) 18 | from /\ (EIGHT), and $3 is 一 (ONE), but instead visualize two strips of meat that have been 
sliced ( 1} ) and placed in front of a line. See 月 and I] behind the line, and * ahead of or 
BEFORE the line. 


AFTER, later, rear, behind O 以 後 ぃ < after this, from now on, in future; 
thereafter 0 


事後 ご after the fact, ex post facto 0080 


; ーー 後者 こう し ゃ the latter 0107 
Iq SPE 


Ob うし ( ろ ) うし ろ あと お く ( れ る ) 後回し あぁ あと まわ し URL LM 


後ろ か ら 3 し ろか ら from behind 





Now we add the grapheme ^. When we find it at the bottom of a kanji, we'll take it to mean 
crossed legs. Here 4 (from fT 0055) indicates that you're trying to go somewhere, but your 
child ( $^.) is lagging behind AFTER you with crossed legs. Mt 条 0119 we'll add a second 
meaning for ^. 















1NOON 午前 ご ぜん morning, a.m. 0113 






? (sign of) THE HORSE 午前 中 ご ぜん ちゅ う inthe morning; all 
morning 0113, 0035 
3 E C -—À | 午後 ご ご afternoon, p.m. 0114 









正午 し ょ う ご noon 0043 











Originally depicting the head of a horse, ^F came to mean NOON because the sign of THE 
HORSE was the central sign of the twelve Chinese horary or zodiac signs, corresponding to the 
middle of the day. We might ignore such trivia, but “F's similarity to 牛 CATTLE (in the next 

entry) presses us to see the difference between them in the variation between the head of a 

horse and that of a bovine. Naturally this is the male's horn, which you should see in the pro- 
truding tip of $4 in 生 CATTLE. “F has no such horn, but like 和牛 it does have a tag clipped to 
one ear (51). Use 馬 0336 for referring to an actual horse. vs 生 0116, F 0408, 年 0117 







un CATTLE 水牛 すい ぎゅ 3 water buffalo 0027 
44% きゅう ご rump ofa cow 0114 
OFA こぅ calf 0094 
à ギュ ウ 
うし 





Like ^F, # depicts the animal's head. A bull's horns are on the sides of its head, but here 
see them symbolized in the middle (top of $4), so as to distinguish Æ from ^F. See FL 0160 
and 肉 0216 for other on-yomi compounds. «= ^F- 0115, 1l: 0590 























| | YEAR | 年 中 無休 ね ん じゅ うむ きゅう open all year 
0035, 0048, 0061 


O 年 代 ね ん だ い age, era, period; date 0071 
( 生 ) 年 月 日 (せい) ね ん が っ ぴ (birth)date 





$ ネン 0036, 0023, 0001 
eb 长 年 な が ね ん many years 0091 
O 年 上 の と し 3 ぇ の older, senior 0041 





0117 | “f° 0115, marking the return of the sun to the top of the sky each day, represents the comple- 
T 51 | tion of one rotation by the earth. Similarly, 年 marks the return of the sun to the same posi- 
tion in the sky each YEAR, representing the completion of the earth’s revolution around the 
sun, It has an extra horizontal stroke, so we can interpret the two lower horizontal strokes as 
the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Let the short vertical stroke represent the sun's path from 
52 | directly over one tropic, to directly over the other tropic, and back.  F 0115 








MATTER, case O 用 件 ょ うぅ け 4 matter (of business), things to 





be 
0047 










done 
事件 bg ぇ affair, incident, case, event 0080 
| 案件 ぁ ん けん matter, case, item 0097 
五 十 件 ご じゅ っ けん に ご じっけん ) fifty cases, 
fifty items 0007, 0005 
その 件 に つい て その けん に つい て Regarding 
that matter E I B 











| A man tf Ys cow (4) is his own MATTER, sar 伴 0743 









条 目 じょう る < article, stipulation 0021 


O 条 件 ょ うけん condition(s), term(s); item, 
BOO. cmo imo E US 0118 


信条 し ん じょう principle, creed, article offaith 3 


条文 brS ぶ 4 text (ofa regulation), provision i 


ARTICLE, section, clause; strip 
















| | 一 条 いち じょう a line; a matter; a quotation 0002 - 
Review f£ 0114. Now when we find A at the top of a kanji, we'll see it as an angled rooftop 
木 75 | viewed from one end. Picture using strips of wood from the tree (AR) below it for construct- 
yy ing the gable formed by 52-3. Associate this image of linear strips of wood with the image of 
AE lines or ARTICLES in a document. esr 有 0688 























CHANGE INTO, convert 化成 か せい chemical synthesis, transformation 





化 か す ば か す bewitch, deceive 








es 0070 
9 化 学 か が < chemistry 0099 
— ーー ーー ーー 一 | コン ピュ ー タ 化 コン ピュ ー タ か computerization 
O 化 ける ば ける change oneself into, take the 
ば (ける ) ば (か す ) form of; disguise oneself 
0120 


0120 | ヒ means spoon (cf. RE 1682), but sometimes, as here, we shall see it as a person who has 
ビ 91 | fallen on his rear. See the standing person at the left CHANGE INTO the seated person at the 
ーー right. Do not confuse E^ with t SEVEN. 


- 0012 
常 | 4 











, 1 FLOWER 9 国花 こっ か national flower 0075 
J+ 花見 は な ぁ flower [cherry blossom] viewing 

; 0083 

| り 花 火 は な び fireworks 0026 


| は な 生け 花 いけ ば な flower arrangement 0036 
| お 花 お は な flower; flower arrangement 














0121 | +F, resembling two blades of grass sticking out of the ground, implies that a kanji has some- 
州 140| thing to do with grass, herbs, or, more generally, plants. Thus + and TE (change) suggest 

| plants that transform themselves: FLOWERING plants. Note that in kanji that are split between 
| top and bottom, the semantic clue generally appears at the top. 


| 1094 
4517 


m 





り 北 部 <3: north, northern part 0068 
北東 ほくと う 3 northeast 0032 
北 北東 ほくほく と うぅ 3 north by northeast 0032 
東北 と うほ < Tohoku (northeastern HO. 


り 北 口 きた ぐち north exit 0019 








visualize two people sitting back-to-back on the NORTH pole. Draw JE on a piece of scratch 
paper above a small coin-size circle representing the earth, and take a few moments to fix 
this image in your memory. The on reading ホク is unique in this course. rs 比 0123 












! COMPARE, contrast, match 
2PHONETIC [hi] 


OftEE む ひ incomparable, peerless, unparalleled 










"Eee Bev) ひ を みな い unparalleled 0083 
OLAS cana compare, contrast 

1A と 比べ て エー と くら 5 べ て compared with A 

2 日 比 に go Japanand the Philippines; 

| Japanese-Filipino oo 

1123 | Here the figure at the left looks even more like the seated person at the right, and they face 

tt 81 | the same way. Think of them as lining up with one another to COMPARE their shape and 
~~ | size. Used in place names not for its meaning but for its phonetic value (thus M2), LE is the 
source for hi (U^, €) in the kana syllabaries. ea JE 0122, 此 1756 












E 
くら ( べ る ) 
























i er BACK; stature 9 背部 は us back 0068 
' iw BLES せい < ら ペ comparison of statures. 0123 
A Oth せな か back 0035 





ハイ O 背 く そ p< goagainst disobey 
せ せい そ む ( く ) そ む ( け る ) 背け る そむけ る tur (one'sface) away 











0124 | From JL, we have people sitting back-to-back on the North Pole. To that we add flesh (H), to 


肉 130| refer literally to their BACKS (the body part). As the image suggests, Æ is also used to mean 
turning one’s BACK on someone/something, ex F 2153, F 1427 





2230. 
9 




















^ ' VEHICLE, car 中 车 体 Let body (ofa car) 0062 
2WHEEL 11 人力 车 じん りき し ゃ rickshaw, human-pulled cart 
0018, 0004 

= 1 下車 する げ し ゃ する alight, get off 0040 

" くる ま ① 車 で 行く < る まで いく goby car 0055 
2 水車 すい し ゃ waterwheel 0027 





0125 | A bird's-eye view of a chariot gives us the character for VEHICLE. As in the original Chinese 
車 159| model, the chariot has only one axle ($7). We can clearly discern a WHEEL on either side (S1 
— —] and $6), and a chassis in between. 











① 気 体 きた い gas, vapor 0062 
1 大 气 た いき atmosphere 0033 
2 本 気 ほん き seriousness, earnestness 0031 


2 や る 気 や る き motivation, willingness, 
mind [determination] to do (something) 


GALA き に いる like, be pleased with... 0039 


SI-2 are { sideways, but see ^1 as lines of vapor (like in the Japanese symbol for hot springs 
d^), escaping from an enclosure (54) in which an active GAS is contained. The “A” (AK in the 
old form) shows the GAS floating around to every corner of the container, revealing the vital 
energy and SPIRIT of this genie in a bottle. 


DO 汽车 &Le (steam) train 





1 4 1 NATURE, innate quality 1! 人 の 性 ひと の せい human nature 0015 


E 2 SEX, gender の 本 性 ほん し ょ う (true) nature, (true) personality 
, \ 3 4TY 0031 
4 Ter ーー 男性 だ ん せい male/man 0092 
DHJ せい べつ っ distinction of sex; gender 0090 
1 @ 安 定性 あん て いせ い stability 0096, 0045 








Ta | Review Ù 0056. denotes heart/mind and Œ denotes life/be born. Together these clues 
心 61 | suggest the heart/mind we are born with, that is, our NATURE. 


0266 


mj 




















(cultivated) FIELD [HIE sorte: (に で ん ば た ) fields and rice paddies 
0020 


OC 花畑 は な ば た け field of flowers, flower garden 
..0121 


は た は た け EU コー ヒー 畑 コー ヒー ば た け coffee plantation 











0729) Review K 0026. The present entry means CULTIVATED FIELD: see a rice field (IH) burned to 
IH 102| clear it for cultivation. Compare % with from the previous entry, noting the difference in 
the direction of the second short stroke (S2). 


BLUE; green 9 青年 せい ね ん youth, young man 
〇 青い ぁ ぉ い blue, green 
青白 い あぁ お じ ろ い pale, pallid 
セイ ショ ウ 青ざめ る あぁ お ざめ る become pale 
あお あお - あお ( い ) 





It also suggests “youth” See a young, blue/green plant growing on the moon (the growing 
plantis simplified here from 生 0036). As a grapheme in other kanji, 青 will sometimes lend 
connolations of clarity, purity, or calm, which we can associate with a clear, pure, calm, BLUE 
sky. s= Tf 0831 


Os # cox wheat 0034 
XX お お むぎ barley 0033 
24X ライ むぎ re 
AZ ZU むぎ ば た け wheat field 0129 
むぎ dS XR そば buckwheat noodles, soba; buckwheat 





| 0131 | Growing plant + crossed legs ( ^). Picture WHEAT waving back and forth in the wind, firmly 
planted in the earth with crossed legs, ms 表 0705 








' ELEMENT ORF yot hydrogen 0027 
2PLAIN, bare 2 素手 す で bare hands 0046 

素足 す ぁ し barefeet 0044 
ソ ス | 2 素人 し ろ 3 と amateur novice, outsider 0015 











0132. Be flexible about exactly what kind of growing plant you imagine, for here it yields not wheat 

系 120| grain but thread (see 条 0112), as if it were cotton. Imagine yourself pulling the thread down- 

"y ward, leaving the poor plant utterly without a stitch, in its PLAIN, naked, most ELEMENTAL 
state, mw 索 1735 














POISON 毒素 と < を toxin 0132 
毒舌 seu wicked tongue, abusive language 
0 


f J 
1 
了 
5 z — 毒ガス と < ガス poison gas 
て | O 中 毒 ちゅ うぅ と < poisoning; addiction 0035 
気の毒 な き の と < な pitiable, miserable; 
| regrettable, too bad 








0183| Think of yourself as a child, approaching this strange growing plant out of innocent curios- 

Ji 80 ity. Suddenly your mother jumps between you and the plant, her arms outstretched (58) to 
= block your approach. The plant is POISONOUS. It will help if this image of a mother's urgent 
Fe intervention induces a tinge of dread, for 得 is the Japanese skull and crossbones. 











O 先 月 せん 4 げっ last month 0023 
先行 する せ 4 こ うす る precede, go ahead of. 0055 
三 キ ロ 先 に さん キロ さき に 3 kilometers ahead 


AHEAD (of), previous 














セン 
さき ま ( ず )* 






刃先 は さき edge ofa blade 0087 
O 行 き 先 いき さき に ゆき さき ) one's destination 0055 














0134 | Since we saw the sprout appear through the soil back at £, it has grown a leaf (S1) and roots 
JL 10 | UL, a plant's legs). Picture this leaf as the plant's leading edge, physically AHEAD of the rest 
of the plant. 











水流 すい せん flushing, washing 0027 
4 x 
b O 洗 車 せん しゃ carwash 0125 
~, | 洗う あら う wash, cleanse 
手洗 い て あら い lavatory, restroom .......0046 














9135 Water (Y) + ahead of ( 先 ): WASH. The logic ofthis character is obvious—as natural as wash- 
ing one's hands before a meal. sa YE 0358 





ORIGIN SUE げん そ element chemical element -0132 
- 元気 げ 4 き vigor, energy; spirits; health 0126 

* ' 元 金 が ん きん principal, capital 0029 
ゲン ガン | | KOT ひ の も と origin ofa fire 0026 

も と CO 元々 も と も を と originally, from the first; by nature 








| 0136 | See S] asa thing (any thing) and $2-4 as the ORIGIN of or basis for that thing. S2 can be seen | 
JL 10 | as the ground and 53-4 as roots, suggesting the idea of genesis. 

















LIGHT, glow 9 日 光 に っ こぅ sunshine, sunlight 0001 | 
月 光 げっ こぅ 3 moonlight 0023 | 
光 年 こう ね 4 light year 0117 | 
コウ り 光 る ひか る shine, emit light | 
ひか (る ) ひか り qoe ひか り フ ァ イ バ ー optical fiber, fiber- 
p 

















with three glowing rays of LIGHT (*”). "^ is a variant of 小 0034, but we'll use it as a visual 
| element distinguished by the way the three lines radiate from (or converge upon) a single 
point. Distinguish from ^v and ">. m $2 2240 





GO AWAY, leave; go by, elapse 〇 去る さる go away, leave; go by, elapse; get rid of 











洗い 去る あら いさ る wash away 0135 
立ち 去る た ちさ る leave, walk out 0067 
キョ コ | 取り 去る と りさ る takeaway, leave out 0059 
さ ( る ) - さ (る ) OFE き ょ ね ん lastyear 0117 










Review Zx 0089. Here we see the self (Z4) go "underground (E); in order to “get away from - 
it all" to just GO AWAY. 





"LAW の 法案 ほ 2 ぁ ん bill, legislative proposal... 0097 
? METHOD, way ! 法学 ほう が < law, jurisprudence 0099 


! 法 学部 ほう が < lawdepartment/school 
0099, 0068 


2 手法 U ゅ ほう technique, mechanism, style...0046 


“生活 法 せい か っ ほう way oflife, art of living 
0036, 0054 





ホウ ハッ - ホッ - 











According to one theory, the first states and LAWS arose along with the need to control the 
flow of water in dry regions with rivers flowing through them. Here water) turns go away 

| (Æ) into "flow away,” which, in keeping with our theory, we can associate with the need for 
control, or LAW. Connect with M2 METHOD via the idea of control or discipline. 








, RUN 走者 そ 5 し ゃ runner .. 0107 
} 9 走行 təzə traveling, driving 0055 
' 走る は し る run 
ソウ i 走り 書き は し り が き running script, scribble 
は し (る ) DAE 
走り 去る は し りさ る runaway r 0138 








THAD | Foot(review 止 0042 and JE 0044) and ground (Œ). Associate this image of a foot hitting 
走 156| the ground with the phrase “hit the ground RUNNING.’ 





1877 
常 | 7 | 

















: 1 " ! THE PRESENT, the said, this/that DWH と うじ っ theappointed day, that day. 0001 
v 7 ? HIT (the mark}; correspond to; allot 2 本当 の ほん と う の true, real, genuine 0031 
4 "当たる あたる hit(the mark) 

s M 2 日 当たり ひ ぁ あたり exposuretothesun.. — 0001 


あ ( た る ) あ ( た り ) あ ( て る ) あ ( て ) ^ 一 日 当たり 千 円 いち に ちあ た り せ ん えん 
a thousand yenaday . 0002, 0001, 0017, 0013 








ュー l + 一 一 一 一 ーー = 
0141 | At the bottom is a trimmed variant of = three-fingered hand (in other contexts we shall see 
小 42*| =/= as a claw, pitchfork, or shovel), At JE we let the three radial lines "^ suggest light rays 
Al, radiating outward; here see them converging inward, like three darts HITTING THE MARK 
Ft" | of a bull's eye painted on one's hand, To assimilate MI THE PRESENT/this, see the darts as 
pointing to one’s present time or location, or the thing one is referring to. 


THINK, feel; wish O 思 案 す る し あん する think, consider, reflect 
0097 


OB お も うぅ think, feel; wish 
思い 付く お も いっ < think of, hitupon..... 0064 


お も (3) | 思い 切る お も いき る resign oneselfto, give up; 
resolve, determine 0086 


思い 出 お も いて recollections, memory — 0038 


0142 | A head pictured above a heart (see 男 0092 and 心 0056). Between the head and the heart 
we can find a range of ideas from THINK to feel to wish. = I8 1728 


E 











"EARLY |' お早う お は よう 3 Good morning! 

2 QUICK 1 早 立 ち は ゃ だ ち early morning departure... 0067 
! 早め に は や め に a little early, with time to spare 
ソウ サッ ー 2 早口 は や くち fast talking 0019 
は や ( い ) は や は や - は や (まる ) 〇 早々 そう そう に は や ば や ) quickly, without delay; 
は や ( め る ) | early 





0143 | At 十 0030 we learned to see + as a cross-shaped plant sticking out of the ground. Here we 
look out over the eastern horizon and see the sun rising over a plant: it is EARLY. M2 QUICK 
is an easily associated meaning. 





- o! GRASS 毒 草 と < そ ぅ poisonous plant 0133 

' 9 草木 454< (= くさ る) trees and plants, vegeta- 
^ tion 0028 
= CC -— 草书 そう し ょ cursive writing 0079 
くき くき - CX 草案 そう あぁ 4 (rough) draft 0097 
草花 < さば な = そう か ) flowering plant... 0171 














0144 To refer to GRASS we throw in some grass to the vegetation obscuring the early morning sun. 
Wy 140| Practice writing the last two entries in turn, and distinguishing their meanings. 


1953 | 


|a} 

















$ 1 MORNING ! 早朝 t3543 early morning 0143 


Pat 
! E. 2 DYNASTY 1 朝日 あさ ひ rising sun, moming sun(light) 0001 
sd D " 
L.] 毎朝 まい ぁ さ every morning 0105 
チョ ウ — 11 朝 早く ぁ さ は や < earlyin the morning 0143 


あさ 王朝 155545 dynasty, Imperial regime 0072 








0 145 | Here the sun rises through two cross-shaped plants while the moon is still visible, signaling — 
H 74 | MORNING. To remember M2, let the rising sun of MORNING suggest the dawn and rise of a 


回 DYNASTY, es 胡 0258, 期 0486 
| 


1513 
常 |12 





(morning) TIDE 潮水 し ぉ みず seawater 0027 
WAU し ぉ ぃ り comingin ofthe tide 0039 


チョ ウ 
し お 











| 0146. Water of the morning: morning TIDE. See 満 0179, F 0408 and 汐 0268 for sample on- 
yomi compounds. sa 湖 0259 


SHAPE, material form 9 体形 を いけ い form, figure 0062 
9 人 形 に 4 ん ぎょ 3 doll 0015 
形成 する けい せい する form, make up, mold 

0070 





ケイ Xa? 


か た - が た か た ち 〇 形 だ け か た ち だ け merelyforappearances [form] 


花形 は な が た floral pattern; leading, popular 
0121 


Two more graphemes to pick up here. See FF as a torii (a Japanese shrine gate), distinguished 
by its parallel crossing lintels. We shall interpret Z flexibly, depending on the image we wish 
to make from the character. Here let it suggest three strikes of the stonemason's chisel, giving 
SHAPE to the gate. es IH]? 1279 





1START generate 1380H は っ めい invention, contrivance ..0024 
2EMIT issue 138 た っ start(on a journey), depart 

30PEN UP develop 2363 5 は っ する emit, radiate 

ハッ ホッ * 発行 する は っ こう する publish, issue 0055 
た ( つ )* @ 発 見 は っ けん discovery, revelation 0083 








0148 | 7% means outspread legs. The image of spreading out or OPENING UP is reinforced by the 
»« 105, legs of the torii gate, which here OPEN UP much more than in the previous entry. To associ- 
Y ate the image with MI-2, see the point where the legs are joined as the STARTING point, 
TE from which something is issued or EMITTED, from which the whole character OPENS UP. 











E 
^ 
に 
に 
に 
^ 
に 
E 














! ABANDON, abolish "Wei BS は いし する abandon, abolish. 0042 





1 
y 2WASTE 1 廃案 は い ぁ 4 rejected bill/project 0097 
1 全廃 ぜん ば ぱい total abolition 0078 
" ハイ ~ ID 廃れ る すたれ る fallinto disuse 
s す た ( れ る ) 2 BE A は い ガ ス waste gas 





A9 | 1" (slanting roof or shelter) differs from 厂 (cliff) only by the dot stroke at the top. While 発 

means START/generate; OPEN UP/develop, etc., BÉ means virtually the opposite: ABANDON/ 
abolish; WASTE. Thus see 「 negating the earlier kanji’s meaning: what was earlier started 
up and developed is now ABANDONED in a storage shelter, WASTING AWAY. 


OSki は っ お 4 pronunciation 0148 
本 音 ほん ゎ one's real intentions 0031 
ORT ぽい ん に ぼ ぉ ん ) vowel 0104 
子音 し いん に し お ん) consonant 0094 
足音 ぁ し ぉ と soundoffootsteps D044 





Man standing on the sun. 音 

SOUND by itself, we'll reap benefits later if we can also let it suggest the absence of light. The 
man standing on the sun succeeds in blocking the light but produces an ear-splitting scream 
of pain from the heat. He can make it dark, but his SOUND gives him away. 


| MIND, thoughts; opinion; will "SYN, いけ 4 opinion, view 0083 
2 MEANING, sense 1 好意 こう い goodwill, favor, kindness 0095 


1 用 意 す る よう いす る prepare, make arrange- 
c —— 0047 


1 不意 に ふい に bysurprise; allofasudden 0049 


2 Y 3& ぶん い meaning (ofa passage), purport 
y 0101 


4 








DIST | As with 海 and BÉ, we can simplify this kanji by using the meaning of another kanji (È 
lying inside it. We thus have the “sound” inside your heart: your MIND or MEANING. A useful 
compound for M2 appears at 味 0273. 











1 1MAKE, produce, cultivate 作成 する さく せい する make, produce, prepare 
2WORK, do 0070 
134E むき きく wheat cultivation 0131 
m ーー| ゆ 作る っ < る make, create; grow 
っ E z E TO. 
OLA) 2400 FLU) 人 
2 作法 さ ほ う manners, etiquette, decorum. 0139 











(152 | we'll interpret E as a saw. Here see a man (4 ) with a saw WORKING/MAKING something. 
人 9 | Let the word "saw" suggest the on readings サ and サク , one or both of which apply to all 
the kanji in this course that contain ^E. 














"YESTERDAY 
6 2LAST 


5 | サク 





の 昨日 さく < じ っ に きのう ) yesterday 0001 
1 一 昨日 いっ さく じ っ つっ に お と と い ) the day before 


| yesterday sain. oe e 0002, 0001 

2 昨年 さく ね ん lastyear (117 

^ 一 昨年 いっ さく ね ん に お と と し ) the year before 
ERA ROREM A E 0002, 0117 





70183 saw(/E)offa day (H), and it's YESTERDAY. 
日 72 


0995 
常 19 








Bj 173| and Æ 0395. 








ORK あま みず に うす い ) rainwater 0027 
雨上がり あめ あがり justaftera rainfall.. 0041 
二 が 止ん だ あめ が や ん だ Itstopped raining 

0042 


Kil お お あめ heavy rain 0033 
小雨 = さめ drizzle 0034 


ORS, TAX electricity; electric light 0126 
電力 て ん りく electric power, electricity. 0084 
発電 は っ で ん generation ofelectricity. ..0148 
電話 で ん ゎ telephone: phone call 0053 
電車 で 4 し ゃ train, electrictrain, trolley 0125 


0185 | At the top we have a raincloud (**). At the bottom, a thundercloud with a lightning bolt 


shooting out of it: ELECTRICITY. e 雷 0900 


PAGE 





ケツ 


* 


AM 














一 页 いち ペー ジ pagel,one page 0002 


ALTA きゅう じゅ っ ペー ジ (きゅうじ っ ペー ジ ) 
page 90, ninety pages 0011, 0005 


HEU. ペー ジコ 9 pagination 0064 


所 百 買 の 本 ご dw く < ペー ジ の ほん hook of five 
hundred pages 0007, 0016, 0031 


6 | By itself means PAGE. Practice by penciling in after page numbers and pronouncing the num- 
ber in Japanese followed by “peeji” H seldom appears by itself but is found in many other 
kanji, where we shall give it the meaning head: see the wide head (51) attached to the top of 
a shellfish (see Fl 0082), via a stubby neck. «s Ti 1158, FY 0157, EJ 0363 














i 1 1HEAD @ 部 首 se radical (ofa Chinese character) 0068 





i X 2 NECK 3 バイオ リン の 首 バイ オリ ン の く び neck ofa violin 
3LEADER の 手首 reu wrist 0046 

" ex 3 元首 げん Le ruler, sovereign 0136 

く び 3 首长 し ゅ ちょ 3 leader, chief. 0091 





0157. Here H's two feet have been removed and replaced by two hairs on top of its HEAD. Bi also 
ti 185| means HEAD in the sense of LEADER, as well as NECK. Practice writing 員 and 首 until the 
— | two images are clear and distinct in your mind. ts E 0156 


水道 すい と ぅ waterworks [supply]; channel 
0027 


気道 き と 3 air passage 0126 
9 書道 し ょ と ぅ calligraphy, penmanship. ...0079 
AGH じん と 3 humaneness, humanity. . 0015 


北海 道 ほっ か いと うぅ 3 Hokkaido (island and 
prefecture) 0122, 0106 


— - i _ —ÀÀ = 
-D158 | Here head rides atop 3_, which we shall see as a vehicle with the driver and front wheels vis- 
ible at the left and a long bed stretching out to the right. To assimilate the characters contain- 
ing 1. (or its four-stroke variant, z. .), it’s best just to see it as an image of forward motion or 
conveyance, rather than to focus on its semantic label (though for convenience, we'll refer to 
it as a truck). As Halpern notes, 35$ means WAY not only as in "road; but also as in “WAY of 
moral conduct" or "the WAY of an art” Visualize the head guiding the conveyance along the 


' PASS (through) 〇 通る と お る pass (by), get through 
2 COMMUNICATE ! 通す と ぉ す let pass (by); admit; carry through 
Cuf^* っ 3 が < attending school; commuting 
| 0099 
yy Y 2 通信 っ うし ん correspondence, communication 
と お (る ) と お (りり) - と お (9 り ) - ど お (0) 0063 


と お ( す ) と お (し ) - ど お (し ) か よう ) | 交通 2595 traffic; communication; 
transportation 0102 


用 0047 means container when used as a grapheme. See マ as a bent arm carrying the 
container, with its elbow pointing forward to indicate progress (unlike ム in Zx 0089). Thus 
regard 用 as carrying/moving forward. 1n this entry we observe carrying forward on a convey- 
ance, illustrating the ideas PASS (through) and COMMUNICATE. esr iHi 0158 








MILK, breast 9 牛乳 ぎゅ うに ゅ う cow'smilk 0116 

E, 母乳 ぽ に ゅ う mother's milk 0104 
A) O 乳 首 ちく び = ちち く び ) teat, nipple 0157 
“ ニュ ウ 乳母 うば wetnurse 0104 

7 ちち ち 乳母 車 3 ば * ぐ る ま babycariage 0104, 0125 











|| As we saw back at 受 0065, ツ claw derives from JR 0201. See a claw holding a small child 
to a pendulous breast (Lu), feeding it breast MILK. va ¥# 0613, FL 1559 

















BEAN, pea 豆 乳 と うに m3 soybean milk (150 

—— “RA まめ ほ 4 miniature book 0031 
um, 青豆 あお まめ green peas 0130 
ーー アン by x ーー 大豆 だ い ず soybean 0033 
x まめ まめ - 小豆 ぁ ず き adzukibean 0034 














0161 | Picture a BEAN ( LT) popping out of its pod. Because 豆 is often used to refer to small things, 
豆 151| we'll sometimes give it the diminutive-sounding label pea. 











頭 部 と 5 ぶ head 0068 
出頭 する し ゅ っ と うす る attend, present oneself 
0038 


HEAD, top, beginning 















"先頭 せん と う forefront, head, top 0134 
頭上 ず じ ょ 3 overhead 0041 
り 頭 に 入れ る あぁ たま に いれ る keep in mind _ 0039 


トウ ズ 
^N あ た ま PLA - が し ら 















0162 | Bean head. The visual focus on head is naturally always at the top, S8. Here it is given a 

页 181| mirror reflection in St of bean, to emphasize the idea of HEAD. Like I], Ef is a tsukuri that 
io nonetheless functions as a semantic clue. The grapheme at the left therefore serves as the 
phonetic clue; compare the on-yomi of 豆 and HEL, 










1450 





FH A prediction, forecast 0051 

















予言 者 よ げん し ゃ prophet, prognosticator 
0051, 0107 
> : 予見 ょ けん foresight 0083 
D Mee E "予定 よ て い schedule, plan, prearrangement; 
あら か じ ( め ) expectation; estimate 0045 
予め あら か じ め inadvance 





[0163 | rhe forward-pointing elbow we saw at #8 0159 is replicated here. See both the top and bot- 
J &' | tom parts of F pointing ahead in time, that is, IN ADVANCE, sx» J- 0164, -f- 0094 










' HALBERD 矛先 ほこ さき spearhead: the aim (of an attack); 
the brunt (of an argument). ................ 0134 
3 
A 
ほこ 





| 0154 | To distinguish this from the previous entry, see the diagonal stroke S5 as a long, pointy HAL- 
F 110| BERD. Practice writing out F> several times, reminding yourself each time that the last stroke 
makes this character HALBERD. See the on-yomi compound at 盾 1551. mw 予 0163 














大 人 金 よき ん deposit, bank account 0029 

預金 者 ょ きん し ゃ depositor 0029, 0107 

| 預け る ぁ ず ける deposit, entrust 

P る あず か る receive on deposit, take charge 
0 

















ns inherent in the concept of DEPOSIT is the idea of planning forward for a future time when an 

页 181| item or sum of money will be returned, ideally with interest. Looking at this image of head 

(E) and in advance (7^), try to see the idea of thinking ahead towards one's future interests 
and thus laying one’s capital aside for the moment. 















1 成 名 せい < set phrase, idiom 0070 
OWA] も 4< phrase, expression; complaint 0101 
3 句 作 す る < さく < する compose haiku 0152 
2 発句 ほっ < haiku, hokku 0148 














| See “J as the profile of an elephant's ear, head, and trunk, which curls inward to wrap around 
something (^7 will mean wrap up/around). Here see the elephant wrap up a group of words 
(symbolized by Ll mouth): a PHRASE. As for M2, a HAIKU consists of seventeen syllables (sym- 
bolized by L) wrapped up (see BE 0740 for the relevant compound), vs ^i] 0167, 拘 1070 

















旬 日 bp ん じ つ ten-day period 0001 
OW bx う C ゅ ん first ten days of a month. -. 0041 


O 中 名 ちゅ うじ ゅ ん middle ten days ofa month 
站 0035 


〇 下旬 げじ m4 ん finalten daysof a month 0040 
旬 の 花 し ゅ ん の は な flowersin season 0121 


TEN-DAY PERIOD 





















0167| Here the elephant wraps up (^J) a bunch of days (H)—TEN DAYS, to be exact. «= ^i] 0166, 
日 72 | 79 1090 


1 SHAKU (0.018 liters) “AY いっ し e く Eshaku W002 








1 
シャ ク 











Gd Refers to the old unit of measure SHAKU (0.018 liters). Though the old units are not often 
^j 20 | used today, some old-unit kanji still appear in the Joyo Kanji List (though this one was de- 
ーー listed in 2010). In any case, it will be helpful to learn AJ as a building block. Here see the 
elephant (J) hold out a small ladle containing exactly | SHAKU. 


2540 


EEN ^; 
















T l 
1 TARGET "目的 も < て き object, purpose 0021 


j * ADJECTIVAL SUFFIX WIA ま と に あたる hitthe target 0141 
A 包公 的 こう て き public, official 0089 

% テキ = ^ 全体 的 に ぜん た いて き に ingeneral, on the 
| ま と whole 0078 0062 


| 文学 的 ぶん が < て き literary (101, 0099 




















| 0169. Let white (ÉI) suggest the elephant (^J Ys tusk (S8), the poacher's TARGET. This kanji also 
Fi 104| serves as a SUFFIX FOR FORMING ADJECTIVES, which we can associate with the attributive 
| relationship between white and elephant's tusk. 











! PROMISE 





AY ょ ゃ < reservation, preengagement.. 0163 







? SHORTEN, summarize UAR) こう ゃ < public pledge 0089 
: 3 APPROXIMATELY "RR じょう や < treaty 0119 
g 由 ヤク | YF ゃ < げん contraction, abbreviation, 
7 X simplest terms. .ee 0051 
名 的 三 年 や < さん ね ん aboutthree years 





0004, 0117 


0170| We saw 系 thread at the bottom at 素 0132; now we find it at the left, where it usually is. 

系 120| Picture the elephant (^7) pulling on the thread (i.e,, SHORTENING it) to tighten a knot (i.e., a 
PROMISE). Associate APPROXIMATELY with the idea of SHORTENING the figures required for 
measurement. 





























DO NOT, not, never 勿体 舞い も っ た いな い wasteful: be more than 


one deserves 0042, 0040 
1 ABA tenn Donal.. 


モチ モッ - | 
な か ( れ ) 





















Rarely used as an independent kanji in Japanese~—just remember the meaning DO NOT 
from the phrase 勿論 (も ちろ る ん, of course or, literally, "unarguably/ from 27 DO NOT and 
論 0942 ARGUE). More importantly, we must add 7 to our alphabet of graphemes. As it 
resembles ^7 with hair, see it as a woolly mammoth, or just a furry beast in general. 


















物 的 な ぶっ て き な material, physical 0169 
9 書物 し ょ も っ book volume 0079 
"好物 こう ぶっ favorite dish 0095 
“物事 soc things, matter; everything — 0080 
本 物 ほん も の real thing [stuff], genuine zu 



























| 0172 ， This is the first kanji we have seen with 4, which is the hen form of 和牛 0116 CATTLE. Unlike 
^: 93 | 事 0080, which refers to abstract things, 物 generally refers to material THINGS, aptly illus- 
trated by a pair of substantial creatures, a cow and a woolly mammoth (JJ), v Œ 0080 

















i ‘DIRECTION, side; locality; person |， の 方 に … の ほう に inthe direction of..., 


2WAY method toward... 
3 SQUARE あの 方 あの か た that gentleman/lady, he, she 


OHE gara dialect, regionalspeech .. 0051 



















ホウ 
X DAE DHIE ほう ほう method, way; system; means; 
か た か た が た uc PER MU MED 0 
| 正方形 せい ほう けい square 0043, 0147 

















i 
See a person (M1) with his arms outstretched, running toward a particular DIRECTION or 
side. Let DIRECTION suggest locality and WAY. M3 SQUARE can be remembered by associa- 
tion with side. As a grapheme, 77 will usually mean person, and may sometimes mean 
direction or side. Written in four strokes. mr JJ 0018 


DEFEND AGAINST 防止 する ぼう し する prevent, holdin check 0042 
O 予 防 ょ ぼう prevention, protection, precaution 
NT 7 0 0 0 e 0163 
| E - | 防音 ぽう ぉ ん soundproof 
ボウ . 
aan) 国防 こ < ぼ 3 national defense 0075 
O 防 ぐ ふせ ぐ prevent, ward off, protect (against) 


‘D174 | Review 部 0068. Now [ appears at the left, so Jj is outside the barrier, on the other side 
阜 170| ofthe hills surrounding the town. See a brave person (方 ) running outside the barrier to 
^| DEFEND the town behind him AGAINST attackers. 





































OFF iM Lessa facade, front 0043 
方面 5H. direction, district; field, sphere 
0173 


FACE: facet; surface; mask 


r 川面 か ゎ づ ら (= か わ も ) surface ofariver -0022 


SR e ・ 法 的 な 面 ほう て き な め ん [helegalaspect 
Bo お も で て らら 0139, 0169 


| - "面白い ぉ おもしろい interesting, amusing … 0076 
0178 | See the box at the bottom as a FACE, The three small white boxes down the center depict the 


面 176| forehead, nose, and chin (57 shows the eyes and S8 the mouth). The empty spaces on either 
side are the cheeks. vs E) 0176 






























! PICTURE; draw; kanji stroke 
? DRAW UP A PLAN 


の 面 面 が め 4 picture; television field; screen 0175 


1 山水画 さん すい が landscape painting 
Re 0037, 0027 


1 画 一 的 な か くい つて き な uniform, standardized 
0902, 0159 


1 字画 じ か < kanjistrokes; stroke count. . ..0098 
O 面 する か < する mark off, demarcate; plan, map out 

















Distinguish from 面 by seeing a PICTURE being lowered from above into a frame (the space 
separating the central shape from the outer enclosure, not present in 面 , can be seen as the 
picture "frame"). With PICTURE we associate draw, which in turn leads us to kanji stroke, and 
DRAW UP A PLAN. See compounds for M2 at {È 0502 and 計 0555. s= [Bi 0175 





















BOTH 両面 りょう ゅ ん both sides 0175 
C 両 方 り ょ ぅ ほ ぅ both 0173 
? 両手 uer both hands 0046 
リョ ウー | 両用 りょう ぅ ょ 3 dualuse 0047 
車両 Le りょう vehicle, car 0125 


























This kanji’s axial symmetry suggests its meaning. See how BOTH sides are joined to a central 
axis, by which they hang from a single horizontal stroke at the top. Other than the minute 
| serif at the end of 53, BOTH sides hang in perfect equilibrium. Ignore mountain (54-6) and 
FH just focus on the balance between BOTH sides. © 剛 0178 
| 










OMU ぉ か ゃ ま Okayama [city and prefecture] 
0037 





岡本 ぉ か も と Okamoto [surname] 0031 
一 一 一 FE お か だ Okada [surname] 0020 
上 間 か みお か Kamioka [surname] 0041 









82 


















0178 | Here the two sides don't hang from a top horizontal stroke as in 両 , so there is less visual 
i 46 | emphasis on the balance between both sides. Instead we have two small strokes (53-4) 
埋 suggesting two minuscule climbers standing on top of the mountain. The mountain itself is 







rather undersized—it's more of a HILL. es 両 0177 













FULL, whole 满月 まん げっ full moon 0023 
满 潮 まん 4 ちょ 3 hightide 0146 
OC 満足 まん ぞ < satisfaction, contentment _..0064 


Hii: えん まん な perfect, harmonious, 
Well-rounded sss 0013 


〇 水 を 満た す みず を みた す fl(aglass)with water 
0027 














¥ マン 
み ( ち る ) み ( つ ) み ( た す ) 


3 implies that now what hangs balanced on both sides ([ilij) is a pair of water pails we've just 
FILLED at the river. The pails are heavy when they're FULL, so we've added grass padding 
(54-6) around the pole (57) we use to carry the pails. Note that 7', covering the full extent of 
the kanji, overrides ++ semantically. 








































CO 顔面 が ん めん face 0175 
WA せん が ん washing one's face 0135 


顔付き か お っ つき countenance; expression, look 
0044 

















OM す が お face without makeup; 
true face.. a 0132 
ALBA まる が お round face 0012 


0180 | E resembles the very short person from 部 0068, except that now his face has grown whis- 
kers (2). Combined with 页 head, this means FACE. es 妥 1928 




























1919 
lel 





| 'GlVE BIRTH iC 5t give birth (to), bear 

2PRODUCE OHTA し ゅ っ さん する give birth (to), bear 0038 
DEE せい きん production, manufacture. 0036 

サン 。 mnc 2 国産 こ << さ ん domestic production 0075 

う ( む ) う ( ま れる ) 23V 2 物産 ぶっ さん product, produce 0172 








- J E m = 
0787 | Following the pattern of the previous entry, here we observe a very short woman standing on 
^k 100| the delivery table, GIVING BIRTH to a new life (Œ). 


























SAME, similar 同一 と うい つっ sameness, identity 0002 


1 1 
; n 同好 と うこ う similartastes 0095 
dis "同意 と うい consent, approval 0151 
Qo ro ~ | 同上 と ぅ kb ょ う asabove, ditto 0041 
お な ( じ ) 〇 同じ ぉ な じ same, similar 


W182) rhe line (53) and the box (54-6) are on the SAME side of the enclosure. ss [H] 0183, F] 0820 














TURN TOWARD, direction; other side 









意向 いこ 3 intention, inclination 0151 

Oh] ほう こう direction, bearing; course... 0173 
向く も < [vi] face; turn toward 

向かう も かう [vil face; head toward 

向こう ぉ こぅ theotherside; the other party 








a]: 
C(O む ( き ) - む ( き ) む ( け る ) や ( け ) 


む ( か う ) む ( に う ) む ( に こう )- 






















0183 | Now the "line" has TURNED TOWARD the other side. Practice writing out [E] and 向 in turn, 
remembering what is signified by the location of the short "line; wa [E] 0182, 尚 0184 





' STILL (MORE) 1 尚早 の し ょ うそ 3 の premature 0143 
2 VALUE HIGHLY Ou OS な お の こと allthe more, still more. 0080 


1 この 方 が 尚 面白 い この ほう が な お お も し ろ い 
vay This is more interesting still ... 0173, 0175, 0076 
o - 
な お * PX. な お また moreover, also 0058 














0184 | Compared to 向 , 尚 has STILL MORE strokes on the other side of the enclosure. Taking 向 
小 42 | as a baseline, see the additional strokes suggesting STILL (MORE). Also see them adding extra 
| VALUE to fas, thus suggesting M2. Borrowing the next entry 高 HIGH, we can make a com- 
pus for M2: 高尚 (こう し ょ う , noble, refined). Also see 古 0254. 1® 向 0183, FF 1293, 
1288 











1 ‘HIGH, tall; expensive 
€ ? AMOUNT, quantity 


| 


コウ 
た か ( い ) た か - だ か た か (まる ) 
た か ( め る ) 





rm 


"高校 こう こう high school 


CARY せ が た か い (he/she) is tall 
の 高まる た か まる rise, be raised: increase 


こう 3 ざん high mountain, lofty peak 


0037 
0103 
0124 


^ 生 産 高 せい さん だ か (amountof) output, yield 








0036, 0181 


0185. Derives from a picture of a tall building: we can see the entrance at the bottom, a window on- 
the second story, and a roof HIGH up on top. To connect with M2, see a "high" AMOUNT of 
stuff piled up. As a grapheme j= will mean high or tall, and will sometimes be abbreviated 


高 189 
I 


常 |10 













0187. 


0t ] ; 


AK 85 | stick its mouth into a POND of drinking water ( Y ). 池 also refers to reservoirs or cisterns, 


0191 


常 | 6 


Now we see T at the left for the first time (notice how its form changes). See 也 as a scorpion: 
at the top right hangs its menacing stinger, filled with venom and poised to strike. The 
Imagine the scorpion backed up into a 


to the roof and second story window, as in 京 0245. 





PRESSURE; overwhelm 











0186 | See the cliff exert overwhelming PRESSURE on the soil beneath it. Do not confuse 
+: 32 | name-use kanji FE FEUDAL VILLAGE (no other kanji differ only by 广 slanting roof/shelter vs. 
| cliff). Also, note that the on reading アツ is unique in this course, 


‘GROUND, land 
? PLACE 








| 






SHEA) ぁ っ り ょ く < pressure 
水圧 すい あつ water pressure 
汽 压 s steam pressure 


大 気圧 た いき ぁ っ atmospheric pressure 
0033, 0126 


圧する あっ する pressure, oppress; overwhelm 





“Hh c5 land 


1 地 下 四 ちか の underground, subterranean 


> 地方 ちほ う 3 district, region, area 
"地元 vet local area, local end 
“见地 (tA standpoint, viewpoint 


FE with the 





scorpion is on guard, for its land has been invaded, 
corner, holding its GROUND. 


POND, reservoir 








チ 
いけ 


9 用 水 池 よう すい を reservoir 
電池 て ん 5 electric cell, battery 
池田 いけ だ Ikeda[sumame] 
池上 ぃ けが ぁ Ikegami [surname] 
小池 zew Koike [surname] 


0084 
0027 
0127 















0030 






0040 
0179 
0136 
0083 









0047, 0027 


0155 
0020 
0041 
0034 











If the right side of 54 is the scorpion's stinger, the left side is its mouth. See the scorpion (tH) 




















し OTHER 他方 た ほう otherside [hand]; on the other 


Nad ea E ee 0173 

k. | 他 面 た め 4 otherside; on the other hand 0175 
F es 一 | 他 人 た に ん anotherperson, other people; 

P 让 0015 

Is" | 他国 た こ < foreign countries 0075 


| に その 他 その た (に その ほか ) the others, the rest 








0189 | One can only know oneself by contrasting oneself with “the OTHER" A man ( f ) placed side- 

A 9 | by-side with a scorpion (也 ) makes a graphic image of OTHER-ness. The stroke order for 也 

—] may seem unnatural to you at first, another reminder that it is important to practice writing 
out each kanji on a pad of paper as you learn it. 












集金 し ゅ きん collecting money 0029 


O 集 中 する し ゅ うち ゅ うす る concentrate, focus; 
converge 0035 


= — ーー — 中 上 全集 な か が み ぜ ん し ゅ う the complete works 
シュ ウ of Nakagami 0035, 0041, 0078 


UOLER Beane A 〇 集まる ぁ っ まる [vi] gather, meet; be collected 
a | 集う っ ど 3 [vi] gather, meet 

D190 | Recall $È small bird from Mé 0025. Here imagine a whole flock of small birds GATHERING in 
a tree (AR), var 焦 1658 


GATHER, collect 


































進行 する し 4 こう する adva 





ADVANCE nce, make progress, 
















go forward 
進学 し 4 が < advancing to the next level of 
Das 0099 
WEE し ん か evolution, progress 0120 


シン 
Re 進む すす む advance, make progress, go forward 


進め る すす ぬる [vt] advance, move forward 











' MOVE INWARD, into OAE こむ putinto; go into; be crowded 


2 
= i 2 EMPHATIC VERBAL SUFFIX 1 入り 込む は いり こむ go into, penetrate ., 0039 
1 見 込み みこ み outlook, prospects, promise 


4 ーー 0083 
- こ (むむ ) こ ( む ) こ -Z こ ( め る 
Cea one 1 込め る こめ る putinto, include 
1 心 を 込め て ここ ろ を こめ ぬ て withall one's heart 
0056 


0192 | Motion i_ + enter}: MOVE INWARD. Examples of M2 can be found at Xl) 0524, t$ 0675, 
æ 162| HR 1009, and $ 1188. 























、 | KIN (800 grams) | | 一 厅 いっ きん one kin 0002 

















0193 | See as picture of a hacksaw standing on end: ST is the handle and $4 is the blade. We'll 
| mainly use it as a grapheme meaning hacksaw or cut. The independent kanji, seldom used, 
represents the former unit of measure KIN (about 600 grams), easy enough to remember if 
we consider that a hacksaw weighs about one KIN, eœ Fr. 0906, Fk 1707 





"NEAR "付近 ふきん neighborhood, environs, vicinity 
0064 


2 RECENT M 
の 近道 ちか みち shortcut 0158 


= 1 身近 な み ぢ か な Close to one, familiar, . 0060 
ちか ( い ) ^ 近 年 きん ね ん recent years, late years 0117 
Oyr(t きん だ い modern [recent] times 0071 








| i): NEAR. To have something NEARby cuts the motion required to get 
3€ 162| there. M2 RECENT means "NEAR in time” za» 过 0195 





"VICINITY, side 中 近辺 SANA vicinity, neighborhood 0194 
? BORDERLAND, outer regions や どの 辺 ? と の へ ん ? Where/Whereabouts? 
一 昨年 辺り いっ さく ね ん あたり the year before 
p = = last orfhereabouts .... 0002, 0153, 0117 
办 大 中) A の 川辺 か ゎ べ riverside 0022 
^ 辺 地 へ ん ち remote place 0187 





Slice (JJ) + motion (3_): VICINITY, To be in the VICINITY of something slices the motion 
required to get there. While YE NEAR refers to a shortness of distance, 辺 VICINITY refers to 
the space next to something, or the "side" of something. Thus it can also refer to BORDER- 
LANDS and outer regions, places which are by no means near. «= 近 0194 


MOST, -est 最高 の さ ぃ こぅ の maximum, supreme, highest 
18 





最大 の sve biggest, largest, greatest 0033 









i "最後 の さ ぃ この last, final 0114 
サイ x 
Lok (d) 最近 ょ いき 4 recently 0194 
O 最 も 大 事 な 事 も っ と も だ いじ な こと the most 
important thing 0033, 0060 











D196 | Take (AX) + sun (H). In English we refer to a superlative feat as "shooting the moon" and a 
日 73 | superlative gift as “giving someone the moon,’ but in the kanji, taking the sun is the superla- 
tive act, the MOST one can do. As in = 0079 and some other kanji, |] technically derives 
from EI say, but we shall ignore this etymological distinction in every case. 


2181 
12 


z} 




















PLATE Offijkv さら あら い dishwashing: dishwasher 
0135 


A- TF Ill スー プ ざ ら soup plate 
一 一 | 受け 中 うけ ざ 5 saucer 0065 














0197 | Here we observe a PLATE with food on it, like a slice of layer cake. We'll mostly see it as a 
IL 108| grapheme used in other characters, such as the two that follow. 








2 出血 Lu ゅ っ けつ っ bleeding; hemorrhage 0038 


無骨 の むけ っ の bloodless, without bloodshed 
0048 







高 血压 こう けっ あつ っ high blood pressure 
"ooo o cca COR e cc NN 0180 
Ofn7:50 ち だ ら け covered in blood 
血 止め ちと め styptic 0042 
















温 血 ぉ ん 4 けっ warm-blooded 0198 
水温 すい お 4 water temperature 0027 
気温 き ぉ ん atmospheric temperature .... 0126 









オン | 体温 た い お 4 body temperature ....0082 
iff; あ た た ( か ) あ た た ( か い ) あ た た ( ま る ) | 日 光 で 温まる に っ こう て あたたまる be warmed in 
あ た た ( め る ) the sun 0001, 0137 

















70199 Water(3) on a plate (IL) under the sun (日 ) var 3H 1305, By 0446, 湿 0200 





"e MOIST り 湿 気 し っ け に し っ humidity, moisture. 0126 
b. 湿地 し っ ち damp ground, swamp 0187 
~ — Oil Ley dampen, moisten 
$ / シッ タオ ル を 混 す タオ ル を し めす dampenatowel 
dA N し め ( る ) し め ( す ) 湿っ ぽい し め っ ぽ い damp, humid; gloomy, 
depressing 








| 0200 | Ml looks a little like the water on the plate in 温 0199 evaporating under the sun's warmth. 
7K B5 | See the evaporating MOISTURE fill the air, making everything muggy and damp. rar 温 0199 
LL yy 
0555 


常 |12 








1 CLAW, nail, plectrum 爪先 っ まさ き tip ofa toe, tiptoe 0134 
2 í IND っ つ ゅ きり nail clipper 0086 
爪 立つ っ まだ っ stand on tiptoe 0067 
つめ つま - 











0201 Here we find three CLAWS extending from a paw. We have already encountered the grapheme | 
Jf. 87 | version *? at 5 0065 and FL 0160. s= 爪 0202 


2605 
常 | 4 


oa 


MELON, gourd OZD うり ふた っ asalike as two melons... 0003 
KIA すい か watermelon 0027 





うり リ 











0202 Picture 54-5 as a slice of MELON speared by the middle claw. The "^" in the reference data 
JK 97 | section indicates that this kanji appears in the Japanese government's Jinmeiyo (人 名 用 , 
= name-use) Kanji List. Entries marked “#1” appear in the Joyo (常用 ) Kanji List. sæ J 0201 


“URI ずきん hood, kerchief 














: ! CLOTH ‘Ai ふき 4 dishcloth, napkin 0203 

? 2 SPREAD Of hus canvas 0176 
Os Hh wo cloth 0187 

1 フ 2354 TS は っ ぷす る promulgate 0148 

ぬ の 2 分 布 ぶ 4s distribution 0088 











See ナ as a hand (S1 are the fingers pointing downward and 52 is the thumb reaching out to 

the right). Like 由, 布 means CLOTH. It also means SPREAD, so visualize the hand SPREAD- 

ING out the cloth. Now a word about grapheme meanings. As we add graphemes, we shall 

start to accumulate more of them that mean the same thing (e.g., for hand we have already 
learned the forms 手 , +, X, ツ and =, and there are others yet to come). While this 

2366 | may seem confusing at first, do not be overly concerned. Once you get used to seeing these 
常 | 5 | forms, you will have no trouble recognizing them. 









































巾 50 





1724 
常 | 5 








uate 
30 | 













K 05 | 


UR 
























8 Again, let white (É) play a dual semantic/pictographic role, this time as a white parachute. 





0205 | 





| hyogai (off-list) kanji, meaning that it is not included in either the Joyo list or the Jinmeiyo 


6 


2 
セン アル カリ 泉 アル カリ せん alkaline spring 
7 いずみ 


| CITY OY. し り っ に いち りつ ) municipal 0067 
2 MARKET 1 市 长 し ちょ 3 mayor 0091 
1 市 电 し で ん municipal railway 0155 
|» 7 ~ e 朝 市 あさ いち morning market 0145 
| いち 2 の み の 市 の み の い ち flea market 


















In typical printed fonts, this character appears to have a single central stroke, but is actually 
composed of — lid and 市 cloth. Picture a bolt of cloth stored under a lid in an old-fashioned 
MARKET. As for MI, a CITY is defined by the presence of a MARKET. ms 由 0203 









HANG, suspend OR 2 っ る hang, suspend 


iU EU S つり あげ る lift, raise; jack up (prices) 
Sce t o Na E Oe 0041 


— AW IU ズポン つり suspenders 
っ (る ) つり) っ ( る す ) 吊り 目 つり め slanted[upturned]eyes 0021 
首吊り < びっ り hanging(bytheneck) 0157 





| 


Visualize cloth (Tf) HANGING from a “loop” (L1), like one of those hotel-room hangers with 
the loop-and-pin hook. The “Yb” in the reference data section indicates that this is a 表 外 








list. 









| SPRING 泉水 せん すい fountain 0027 
Oi ぉ ん せん hotspring 0199 


温泉 地 ぉ ん せん ち hotspringtarea) ..0199, 0187 





Visualize the meaning of this kanji even as you retain the semantic values of white (£1) and 
water (7K). Rather than relying on an abstraction like “white water signals a SPRING; it is 
better to perceive this meaning directly by seeing the white froth welling up from the water 
at the SPRING's source. Whenever possible, we should let a kanji represent its meaning pic- 
torially rather than detaching the meaning from the image through the use of a conceptual 
mnemonic phrase. Here, while É does mean white, it also represents a visible object, the 
white foam of bubbly water. 














の 高原 こう げん plateau 
1 原田 は 5 だ Harada[surnamel . 0020 
2 原作 げん さく original (work) 0152 
| アン 2 原案 げん ぁ ん 4 original bill/plan 0097 
は ら ORT げん し atom 


1PLAIN, field 
2 ORIGINAL, primitive 


























小 can also play a dual role, as a small skydiver, who drops from the edge of a cliff J down 
to the wide-open PLAIN below, Associate with M2 ORIGINAL/primitive by thinking of PLAINS 
and fields as the ORIGIN of our sustenance. 














SOURCE, origin 源泉 げん せん fountainhead, source 0207 


1 5, 
， b. Fo 水源 すい げん headwaters 0027 
` — OR TATA power source, electrical outlet 
/ us UB i ゲン Ono i j ss 
"^ N みな も と 源 か わ の みな も と headwaters 0022 
: その 源 は 明らか で は な い その みな も と は あき ら か 


で は な い Itis of obscure origin 0024 


0209 | Overlaps with M2 of Ji above. Here the water( 3 ) image emphasizes the idea of origin or 
水 85 | SOURCE, by suggesting the SOURCE or fountainhead of a waterway in a high plain. 














OBR て ん せん electric wire 0155 
無線 むせ ん wireless, radio 0048 
光線 こぅ せん raylof light), beam 0137 
前 線 ぜ ぇ せん frontlines; (weather) front.. 0113 


東海 道 線 と うか ぃ いと どう せん Tokaido (railway) 
TO Ae i hy 0032, 0106, 0158 


Let # thread suggest the straight LINE along which the water rises up at this spring ($F). See 
it spring straight up in a LINE, right from the bottom straight up to the top. The presence of 
the water is important to this character, as we shall see in the next entry. v 綿 0211 


綿布 め 45 cotton cloth 0204 
原 綿 げん めん 4 rawcotton saat 0208 
木綿 も め 4 cotton, cotton cloth 0028 
〇 綿 を 入れ る わた を いれ る wad with cotton 0039 





0211| The difference between aer( 水 ) and cloth (111) changes everything here, so make that your 
系 120| visual focus. IT] shows us that we're looking not at a spring but at a COTTON plant. Again 
ーー] A white can play a dual semantic/ pictorial role, as a white COTTON boll. See the white boll 
being spun into COTTON thread and cloth. «= 線 0210, 錦 0213 








SILK 人 网 Ez ん artificial silk; rayon 0015 
絹 布 りん silk, silk cloth 0204 

ORB けん し に きぬ いと ) silk thread 0112 

ケン TERA し ょ うけ ん (pure) silk 0043 
きぬ 紺地 きぬ じ silk fabrics 0187 














0212 Here let flesh (H) suggest a silkworm, spinning thread (#) out of its mouth (L1). See the SILK 
系 120| thread issuing out of the worm's mouth and dangling down the left side. 


1243 
常 | 13 




















: ’ | BROCADE FADS きぬ の に し き silk brocade 0212 
$M dz: に し き の きん し gold thread ofa 


brocade ........ 29, 0112 


A 


4 
6 Dy ン 
b (US 


fi 











09| Gold (2) woven through white (É) cloth (M) makes BROCADE. «= 綿 0211 


' WISH ! 大 願 た い が 4 ambition 0033 
2 ASK A FAVOR ! 心 願 し ん が ん heartfelt wish 0056 
DURA Lies. application 0038 
Jv OMS ゎぉ が う wish, hope for; pray; request 

願い 事 ね が い ご と oneswish/request 0080 





14 "Original (JE) head (E{)’: in other words, the thing one wanted to begin with, one's WISH. 
my WE 1918 


INSIDE 内 線 な いせ ん intemal (phone) line, extension 
. 0210 


内 耳 な いじ innerear 0057 

一 一 一 | 吕 内 部 な いぶ interior, inner parts 0068 
以内 いな い within, less than 0066 

O 早 い 内 は ゃ ぃ うち while itis early, soon .. 0143 


肉体 に < たい body, flesh 

肉 的 に < て き physical, of the body 
牛肉 ぎゅ うに < beef 

肉 付 け する に < づけ する flesh out 

肉 入 机 に < いれ ink pad 

















0216| A picture of FLESH: see a rectangular steak with a pair of wishbone-shaped bones. Abbrevi- 

肉 130| ated in grapheme form to 月 meat/flesh, which is identical to moon/month (the meaning we 
attach to 月 will depend on the character). Note that the on reading ニク is unique in this 
course. 














WILD BOAR 猪口 ちょ こ sake cup, small cup 0019 


x + P 
: 猪 武 者 vovotibe foolhardy warrior; hotspur 
' 0111, 0107 
zm 猪 首 ぃ < が bull neck 0157 
いのしし v 


0217 | 3 (a variant of 犬 0293) is a semantic grapheme that refers to dogs or other smallish four- 
X 94 | legged creatures. Picture a person (者 0107) out walking his four-legged ... WILD BOAR. 


NK 0218 
AE Va 


0489 
名 |11 











〇 豚肉 ぶた に < pork 
子 豚 こぶ た piglet 
TRIE と ん そく pig's feet 
(0 JOE と ん カツ porkcutlet 





0218 | Turn 5 dog/four-legged creature into A pig by adding a stroke at the top for the railing of a 

家 152| PIG pen, and a few extra strokes at the bottom for PIGlets, scrambling toward their mother's 
teats from every direction. ZK is no longer used by itself; the kanji used for PIG combines it 
with the general classifier 月 meat, ex 3% 0217 


‘HOUSE, home の 家事 » household affairs, housework .. 0080 


? FAMILY, House 自分 家 じ ぶ 4 の い ぇ one’s Own house 
0081, 0068 


2 家宝 か ほう family treasure, heirloom... 0074 
ORDA ぅ 5 の o と myhusband; one's family. 0015 
作家 さっ か writer, novelist, author. 0152 











， EGO, I BA TUA [literary] we 0015 
| / BF Hz mychild 0094 
; = 
了 


10220 | Æ is used to refer to oneself. See it as a stylized way of writing the word "EGO": like the 
L1 30 | letters “N” and "Y" that blend together on the New York Yankees’ baseball cap, see in i an 
"m uppercase “E” blended together with a lowercase "g" and "o" Note that kanji incorporating 
五 are pronounced 7. 











2132 


名 | 7 



























[OAR vx self, ego 0081 
無 我 が self-effacement, selflessness... 0048 
O 我 々 われ われ we 
我が国 ゎ わが < に ourcountry 0075 
り 我 が 家 ゎ が や ourhome [household] 0219 


" 
われ b わ ( が )- わが - 
















0221 221 | see a See as a hand (F ) holding à spear CX), and picture a man 1 carrying his own spear, knowing - 
- 62 | he must fend for himSELF. 











'WORD 
? LANGUAGE 

TELL 

FT 

か た (る ) か た ( ら う ) 





BÉ ょ う ご terminology; diction, wording; 
vocabulary 


1 语源 ご げん word source, etymology 0209 
"言語 4 ご language 0051 
“HHS か た る tell, speak 

3 物语 る の が た り story, tale, legend 0172 












































TRANSMIT 伝言 で 4 ご 4 verbal message, word 0051 


代々 伝わる だ いだい つた わる be transmitted 
[handed down] from generation to generation 
PRU Er ET 0071 


0 電気 を 伝え る で ん き を つた える conduct 
electricity D155, 0126 


手伝う て っ だ う help, assist, lend a hand . 0046 





| デン 
つた (わる ) つた (える ) o0) 
- づ た ( い ) 






















Zi asa towering cumulonimbus cloud. In this character, a man ( 4 ) TRANSMITS data | 
throw "the cloud" ss 仏 0811, {= 1094 


O 回 転 す る か いて ん する revolve, rotate, turn 0050 
自転 車 じてん 4 しゃ bicycle 0081.0125 
転向 て 4 こう tum, conversion, about-face... 0183 
テン — O 転 が る ころ が る roll over 
ころ (が る ) ころ ( げ ば る ) ころ (が す ) り 転 ぶ ころ ぶ fall over 
2H (3%) 


TURN, roll over; turn into 























| Review 车 0125. Here, the car( 車 )s wheels TURN/ roll over quickly, producing a cloud of 
smoke. va» 軌 0690 











2 3 ART, craft; performance 工芸 = う げ い technical art, technology 0108 
手芸 Le げ い handicrafts, manualarts 0046 
ーー 文芸 ぶ 4 げ い literature, art and literature 0101 


. ゲイ OFF wove geisha 0107 
DETAR げ い を する ぶた pig that does tricks 
0218 


| Flowery grass (++) embellishing a cloud: ART. 


m 











& 















名 会 话 か い ゎ conversation 0053 
1 会 見 か いけ ん interview, audience 0083 


1 MEET, gather 
2 SOCIETY 












の 会う 55 meet, encounter 
カイ x 2 学 会 が っ か い academic society 0099 
あ ( う ) あ ( わ せる ) “会 长 か いち ぁ ょ う president, chairman 0091 
















0226 | visualize clouds (zx) gathering under a roof (A): MEET, As for M2, a SOCIETY is a MEETING 





1 COMBINE, join "KT 5 し ゅ 3 ごう する gather assemble; call 

2FIT Eo NE le aa 0190 
回合 意 ご うい mutual agreement [consent]. 0151 

一 一 945 #3 fit toget 

DET ee LAT 

あ ( う ) - あ ( う ) あ ( い ) あい - - あ ( い ) 呈し 合う は な し あう speak together, ta OR 

- あ い あ ( わ す ) あ ( わ せる ) - あ (わせ る ) 
















合わ せる ぁ ゎ せる combine, join; match; collate 


Here treat ^ as a kind of lid. To avoid having to work $3 (一 ) by itself into the mnemonic of 
every kanji that has $1-3 in it, just see 51-3 as an image of a lid fitting snugly on top of some- 
thing. Thus in & we see fit and opening (L1): picture joining or COMBINING the snugly 

fitting lid to the opening. The similar widths of $3 and $5 show a good FIT. 


! ! PRESENT, now “GET いま まで till now, so far, up to the present 
2 THIS YH ZAI today, these days. 0001 

人 9 きょう today 
9 コン キン 2 今月 こん げっ this month 0023 
/ いま ^ 今 回 こん か い this time; lately 0050 


0228 | 54 depicts a sundial and its shadow, indicating the time. S1-3 give us fit, so 今 suggests the 
人 9 | fitting (i.e., applicable) time: the PRESENT. Assimilate M2 THIS as an extended idea of THIS 
E PRESENT moment. As a grapheme inside other kanji, 4 will mean now. esr 4 0229 




























1712 


EIE 





go 














«e COMMAND 法 今 ほう れい laws and ordinances, statute 0139 
| O3&4- は っ れい pronouncement 0148 
"- 伝 今 て ん れい messenger 0223 


Z T BIE こ に < ぉ うれ い royal decree 0075, 0072 
^ 


0229 | See as a picture of a bell, used for giving COMMANDS. 51-2 form the bell's cup, which is 
extended down the right side by angled $4. The focal point is $5, the clapper, which sets 今 
| apart from 今 . Picture someone lying in bed and clanging $5 against the lip of the bell to 
COMMAND the presence of a servant, ww 今 0228, 命 0232 


























THOUGHTS, mind, wish 信念 LARA belief, faith 


念頭 ね ん と う mind 0162 


念願 ね ん が ん one's heart's desire 0214 
ネン OF AUT ね ん いり な careful,elaborate 0039 


無念 むね 4 regret, vexation, chagrin 








0230 | See the sundial's shadow pointing at what is presently (4) on one's mind VÈ): one's 
心 61 | THOUGHTS. Also means thoughtfulness or attention, meanings which are easy to see in 念 
by recalling the phrase “presence of mind.’ 





SEAL; mark Eg い 4 に < stamp pad, ink pad 0216 
REITA だ いい ん する sign[seali by proxy. 0071 

OFAE ゴム いん rubberstamp 

OED む じ る し unbranded, generic 0048 


AER に ちぃ いん Japan and India, Indian-Japanese 













イン 
し る し -CAL 






10231 | See a hand É holding a SEAL (IJ). Because the end of $5 points back upward, picture H as 
H 26 | one of those self-inking stamps in which the stamp die retracts upward to re-ink, and only 
flips back downward when you press down. E SEAL refers not only to the instrument but 
also to the mark made. Used phonetically for the イン in "India 





6 
’ 10RDER, command 加 命令 sene command, order; edict, decree 
..0229 
2 LIFE 
人 3FATE 1 用 命 よう めい command, order 0047 
L] _ —_ = _ _ = @ 2 
生命 せい めい ife 


4 0036 
メイ ミ ョ ウ 
p am 2 命取り の いのち と り の fatal, deadly 0059 
3 本命 ほん めい probable winner, most likely 
candidate 0031 








1232 | Here we might try to visualize an ORDER from heaven deciding one's LIFE. suggests “com- 
口 30 | ing down from heaven” [] is a seal, used here to issue ORDERS, or to "seal one's FATE" (from 
* à visual standpoint, the direct, top-down line made by $8 helps represent an ORDER coming 
down). I mouth suggests breath, as in "breath of LIFE" M3 FATE is an ORDER coming down 

from heaven to decide one's LIFE. ex 4 0229 














x DECEASED 亡父 ぽう ふ late father 0100 


; 亡者 も 3 じゃ the deceased 0107 

: OL gr wae exile 0232 
KY モウ 亡命 者 ぼう めい し ゃ exile, exiled person 

な ( い ) な ( き )- 0232, 0107 

OTSA な き ひ と thedeceased 0015 











0233 | visualize as the outline of a coffin, seen from one end: DECEASED. As a grapheme, È will 
ー B | take the meanings die or lose. 


"RICE VALE べ ぃ s< rice crop 0152 
2AMERICA CX RED こめ を っ くる growrice 9152 

の 白米 は < ま ぃ white[polished] rice 0076 
atzi - OKE x いこ < USA 0075 


こめ ? 日 米 に ち べ い Japan and the USA, Japanese- 
American 0001 


Depicts a bundled stack of RICE stalks. As the picture suggests, 米 refers to rice before it has 
been cooked; cooked rice has its own kanji (f 0377). Based on an older pronunciation, 2k 
was once used phonetically for the A in "AMERICA"; it is now used as an abbreviation for 
the entire word. 


9 粒子 ue5L. particle, grain 0094 
素 粒子 そ J ゅ うし elementary particle 0132, 0094 
米粒 こ ゅ っ ぷ grain of rice 0234 

ORME あま っ つぶ raindrop 0154 


一 粒 四 者 ひと っ つぶ ぷ の も ぎ agrain of wheat 
[barley s one ea telae 0002, 0131 


Here rice appears in the more compact form #. See a person standing (XL) next to a bundled 
stack of rice stalks and picking off an individual GRAIN of rice. 








t 1 HARMONIOUS 1 和 人 氮 ゎ き harmonious atmosphere 0126 
' ? PEACE, calm “AE? ゎ ご う harmony, concord; union ， 0227 
a t 3 JAPAN * 和 ら ぎ ゃ ね 5 ぎ abatement, alleviation; 
er - peacefulness 
Drm AB oc ; 
な ご (や か ) ?大 和 ゃ ま と Yamato (old name for Japan). 0033 





| 0236 | $ is a variant on f, and can be seen as a bundled stack of rice stalks that has been bound 
[1 30 | neatly across the top with a string (ST), such that S1-2 of 米 disappear. It will mean rice or 
grain. Here, see rice being put into a person's mouth (LT) to calm him down and preserve 
the PEACE and HARMONY. Used in 大 和 (や ま と ) homeland of the Japanese state, and as 
WW an abbreviation for JAPAN. esr 知 0560 


常 | 8 

















1 PRIVATE ざ 私 立 し りつ に わた くし りつ ) private, non- 

T governmental 0067 
1 私立 大 学 し りつ だ い が く < private university 

ーー — -i 0067, 0033, 0099 

7 1 私生活 し せい か っ onesprivate life | 0036, 0054 

TS: RS 1 私 物 し ぶっ private property 0172 


OMO ゎ た し の に わた くし の ) my 


0237] p Rice ($) + + self/private (Zs): this suggests “things belonging lo a person,’ i.e., one's PRIVATE 
* 115| affairs or property. Also used as the first-person pronoun. se 34, 0812 



















O 広 大 な こう だ いな vast, expansive, grand . 0033 
Ol v van wide, extensive, spacious; generous 

背広 せ び る business suit 0124 
本 を 広げ る ほん を ひろ げ る 0penabook . 0031 
広がり ひろ が り extent, expanse, stretch 


WIDE, spacious 










コウ 
ひろ ( い ) ひろ (まる ) ひろ ( め る ) 
ひろ (が る ) OATS) 













⑤ 細 い 糸 ほそ いい と fine thread 0112 
1 身 が 細 る み が ほ そる become thin, lose MEME 
(40 





= 2 細工 さい < work, craftsmanship; artifice, tactics 
サイ 08 
ほそ ( い ) ほそ (る ) こま (か ) こま か いい ogg ゅ usu particulars, details 0024 
? 細 か い 金 こま か いか ね small change 0029 


02991) Picture a farmer using SLENDER, MINUTE threads (#) to mark off rows in his rice field (EH) for 
planting. «= Æ 0884, fell 0874 









FOREST 林立 りん りつ っ standing In close pets: of 
buildings] 


( 山 ) 栖 学 は ん りん が < forestry 0037, 0099 
"oS 原生 林 げん せい りん virgin forest. 0208, 0036 
は や し Kj 5UA rain forest 0154 
小林 こ ぱ ゃ し Kobayashi [surname] 0034 











| Two trees: ro REST. 














| THICK WOODS 9 森林 し ん りん forest, woodland 0240 


森林 学 し 4 りん が < forestry 0240, 0099 
青森 ぁ ぉ も り Aomori [city and prefecture] 0130 
シン | 森田 sur Morita [surname] 0020 


も り 








—— 


Three trees: THICK WOODS. Practice writing and pronouncing the compounds 森林 (し ん り 
A) or 森林 学 (し ん りん が く ) to help yourself assimilate the respective on-yomi. 





PINE 青松 せい し ょ う greenpine 0130 

s 松林 まっ ぱ ゃ し pine forest 0240 

€ ノ 松原 まっ ぱら pine grove 0208 
i ショ ウ | 松本 まっ も と Matsumoto [city in Nagano 

まつ prefecte a rsp ct arets 0031 
高 松 た か まっ Takamatsu [city in Kagawa 

OG uos cao Ee 0185 


0242 | This is the first of numerous tree species we shall learn that combine the classifier # tree 

7K 75 | with another element at the right. Public (x) suggests a tree that is available to all, a fitting 
ン に description of the PINE, one of the most widely distributed, widely used tree species. 
る き 





BAMBOO 9 竹林 ちく りん に た け ば や し ) bamboo grove... 0240 
竹の子 _ たけのこ bamboo shoots 0094 


竹細工 たけ ざい < bamboo work, bamboo crafts 
(0239, 0108 


竹内 £55 Takeuchi [surname] 0215 
竹刀 し な い bamboo sword 0085 







た け 















0243 A pair of tall BAMBOO shoots with leaves at the top. The grapheme form ^" appears in many 
竹 118| kanji, often suggesting the idea of counting, figuring, or keeping records, from the ancient 

use of bamboo for tally sticks and writing tablets. In other kanji, ^^ will refer to instruments 
made of bamboo. 









* e. ‘METROPOLIS, capital の 都会 と か い city, town 0226 
' 2 METROPOLIS OF TOKYO ! 大 都会 だ いと か い large city 0033.0226 
2 都 内 と な ぃ in Tokyo metropolis 0215 

My * 都 立 と り っ metropolitan, under control of the 

みや こ Tokyo Metropolitan Government. ............. 0067 

都合 っ こぅ convenience, circumstances; in all, 

altogether o eecc cee 0227 





0244 | Review 部 0068 and 防 0174. Here we find person (者 0107) on the town side of the walls 
& 163| around the edge of town ( 5). This entry thus depicts persons in a town, by which it implies 
METROPOLIS or capital. This kanji is also used as an abbreviation for the capital, TOKYO. 



















' ' CAPITAL ! 京都 きょう と Kyoto 0244 
ーー レー ?TOKYO 1 東京 と うき ょ う Tokyo 0032 

















*KYOTO 1 北京 べき ん Beijing, Peking 0122 
TY. キョ ウ ケイ E ? 上京 す る じょう きょう する goto Tokyo 0041 
^w 3 京 大 きょう だ い Kyoto University 0033 


— 


48 | From the roof and upper-story window of 高 0185 we derive tall. Behold a tall building sup- 
二 -8 | ported by a post (56) with two diagonal buttresses (S7-8): the legislative assembly building. 
y=] Used in the names of the old CAPITAL 京都 KYOTO and the new CAPITAL 東京 TOKYO, 

and as an abbreviation for each. 














OFFER きょう せい administration 0055 


行政 命令 きょう せい めい れい administrative 
order 0055, 0232, 0229 


内 政 な いせ い domestic administration, internal 
affairs 


法政 ほう せい administration of justice. ... 0139 
家政 か せい home economy 0219 


0246 | Review 後 0114 and 条 0119. Now we'll learn the four-stroke 4€, which resembles three- 

At 66 | stroke & but generally appears at the right, rather than at the top or bottom. Picture A asa 
hand holding "the rod" (S6 here) for striking things. In 政 , strike implies decisive action, and 
iE. correctness, creating a symbolic ideal for POLITICAL ADMINISTRATION. 





















1URBAN PREFECTURE (Kyoto or Osaka) "京都 府 きょう と ふ Kyoto prefecture 0245, 0244 
2 GOVERNMENT OFFICE ! 府立 の ふり っ の prefectural 0067 
@ 政 府 せい ふ government, administration .. 0246 


2 国府 こ << ふ National Government (of China); 
provincial capital 0075 








0247 | Review f} 0064. Picture a man handing over (fF) a document under the slanting roof) 

of a GOVERNMENT OFFICE. Most often seen in 政府 (せい ふ , government, administration). 
Also refers to the prefectures of Kyoto and Osaka. Note that kanji incorporating 付 are 

| pronounced 7. và SF 0648 





'DOOR DHO ces door doorway 0019 
2 HOUSEHOLD 1 雨戸 ぁ ま ど shutter 0154 













1 FFA ガラ ス ど glass door 
= D ]@ 一 戸 ぃ っ こ one house, one household .... 0002 
と 2 戸別 に こ べ っ に each house, from house to 


house 0090 














Visualize as a doorframe, suggesting DOOR. Note that 戸 also refers to HOUSEHOLD, in the 
same sense implied by the English phrase “going from door to door.’ Seeing the visible por- 
tion as a door frame will help in certain characters where it is used as a grapheme to suggest 
the top part of a structure. The related grapheme 月 is associated in some characters with 
buttocks. We shall take advantage of that meaning when the opportunity arises, but on the 
whole it will be most helpful to let both J? and F suggest doorframe or the top part of a 
structure/roof. 

















5 | PLACE, point part T eave neighborhood 0194 


— 2 PARTICLE OF NOMINALIZATION, VEHI ちょ うし ょ strong point 0091 
- “ation” 今 の 所 いま の と ころ at present, sofar 0228 
ショ ーー ! 預かり 所 ぁ ず か り し ょ に あず か り じ ょ ) cloakroom 


0165 
?所 信 し ょ し 4 one's belief, one's opinion... 0063 


と ころ - と ころ どこ ろ 





0249 | Imagine that in ancient China, every man kept a hacksaw (JT) outside his front door (F). 

Fi 63 | 所 , atypical image of the entrance to a house, would have been a natural way to represent 
ュー | the idea of a particular PLACE or point. V5 illustrates P's use in producing noun forms: thus 

所 所 信 "point of believing" = "belief" 


0752 


常 18 | 


m 





COME TO; utmost 





O82 いた る cometo, reach; lead to 


塗 東京 いた る と うき ょ う to Tokyo [as on the edge 
fa し 0032, 0245 


OÆ E し じょう supremacy 0041 


至 上 命令 し じょう めい れい categorical imperative 
0041, 0232, 0229 


至 大 し だ い immense 0033 


280 | Review 不 0049. S1-3 derive from an ancient picture of a bird flying not up towards the sky 
至 133| (as in 不 ) but down towards the ground. This image shows the bird as it arrives at or COMES 
| TO the ground (E). Symbolizing the furthest point to which one can go, 至 also means 

utmost. As a grapheme, will mean arrive or come to. 




































9— St いっ ち accord, agreement 0002 
1 致命 的 ち め いて き fatal 0232, 0169 
「 合致 が っ 5 agreement, concurrence ......0227 


| ゆ お 願い 致し ます ぉ ね が いい た し ます (humbly 
BOMBSE e Re 0214 


どう 致し まし て と うい た し まし て You are welcome 


1BRING ABOUT lead to 
2D0 HUMBLY 











= 
いた ( す ) 








025 | As 政 0246 implies, AZ strike can also suggest the more general idea of taking direct action 
至 133| upon something. Here we take direct action to make something arrive or come to pass: 
BRING ABOUT. Picture a hand strikingthe bird to BRING ABOUT its downfall (in the most 
literal sense), Also used as a humble form of する (do). «= 到 0940 







"HOUSE: roof OZE か ぉ < house, building 0219 
? SMALL SHOP 屋上 お くじ ょ 3 roof. 0041 

1 部 属 へ ゃ room, chamber 0068 
32 | [HR zæ} rice shop, rice merchant 0234 
や SUE に < や butchershop, butcher 0216 





0252 | Review 0248 to compare 戸 and F. Picture someone arriving (22) through the door of a 
F 44 | SMALL SHOP, which in Japan may very well double as a family HOUSE. Here seeing F as not 
only a doorframe but also the top part of a structure (see 0248) helps us visualize the second- 
ary meaning roof. war 宝 0253 


2669 
常 | | 














1 ROOM, chamber 温室 ぉ ん し っ greenhouse 0199 
2 E 
> 室温 し っ ぉ 4 room temperature 0199 
7. 和室 ゎ し っ Japanese-style room 0236 


TOZA し っ つない indoors 0215 
むろ 皇室 こう し っ imperial family[household] 0077 





0283 Here arrive (Æ) under a roof (~>) indicates a ROOM or chamber. To distinguish from 屋 , 
= 4 | it may help to associate HOUSE with the “more complete" covering F and ROOM with the 
ーー "more limited" covering ^. war 司 0252, 3 1565 


1943 | 
常 | 9 





9 古代 こ だ い ancient times, antiquity 0071 
Mit し ょ うこ veneration fortimes of otd, 0184 
古今 ここ 4 ancientand modern times.....0228 
コ BED Ov ふる ぃ い old, outdated 
DAW) ふる - - ふ る ( す ) 古本 屋 ふる ほん や used book store.. 0031, 0252 


0254 | Picture a tombstone, covered with a cross. It means OLD. There are numerous kanji that 
[130 | subsume this one, starting with the next entry. While their on-yomi vary slightly (2, ゴ , キシ 
邊 and クーnot including the 阅 テキ group 1118-22), it is useful to remember that the vowel 


is always short, 1 店 0348, 吉 0052 


1728 


1 BE PRESENT 居る いる be present, be home 

? RESIDE 1 長居 な が ぃ long visit [stay] .0091 
2 同居 する と うき ょ する live together. 0182 

キョ ーー |® 別 居 す る べ っ き ょ する liveseparately -0090 

い ( る ) - い お (る )* :皇居 こう き ょ imperial palace 0077 


F 44 | along period, or RESIDE. Think of someone BEING PRESENT behind the same door “of old” 
(itr), i.e., from long ago. vs» 届 1528, 屈 1834 





i ‘BUREAU, office 1 水道 局 すい どう きょく waterworks bureau 
D 


? LIMITED PART, locality D 4 t 027, 0158 
3 SITUATION 当局 と うき ょ < theauthorities concerned. 0141 


ーー 局部 scs limited part, localized area . 0068 


aZ y: 
セナ 3 局所 きょく し ょ (limited) part, local 0249 
加 政局 せい きょく political situation 0246 








| 7] resembles ^7, but there is no ear, so this is not the wrapping elephant. Picture JF as an 
overarching administrative structure. The strokes beneath it indicate a LIMITED PART or space 
within that structure. See the structure narrow down in stages from H to J and finally to 
CI, which represents a particular BUREAU or office at the local level, like a post office or 
telephone exchange. [T can also be seen to represent the “current SITUATION,” enveloped in 
the context of wider, long-term trends. 


06 

















1 ‘OLD; the late | 1 故国 =<< one'snativeland/country —— 0075 

| d ? INCIDENT や 故事 こじ tradition; historical fact, origin 0080 

* REASON, cause 1 故 川田 先生 こ か ゎ だ せん せい the late Professor 
= pu Kawada 0022, 0020, 0134, 0036 
ゆえ O3 uz accident, incident, trouble 0080 


ざ 故 に maiz therefore, accordingly 





Means OLD or the late (i.e., “not around anymore"). Picture striking (AC) something into its 
tombstone (15 )-marked grave. The action itself helps us to remember M2 INCIDENT. We can 
also visualize M3 REASON/cause, as we can see the cause at the right (AZ) and the effect at 
the left ( 古 ) Incidentally, be sure not to confuse ^z with 女 WOMAN. 


NATIVES OF ANCIENT CHINA OXE] ここ < ancient countries in the north or 
west of China; barbarous country 0075 


胡瓜 59 cucumber 0202 
胡椒 ”zU4s5 pepper 


Wisi" こき 4 と 3 Hujintao [Chinese Commu- 
nist Party general secretary 2002-12) 0213 


Associate ANCIENT CHINA with its old (151), lunar (H) calendar. 大 is used in some words 
referring to things that came to Japan from ANCIENT CHINA, such as 胡麻 (ご ま , sesame; 
see 及 0852) and BHA (こし ょ う , pepper; # unlisted), It is also a common Chinese surname. 
sæ WY) 0145 


OWIZK こす ぃ lake 0027 
湖上 こじ ょ 3 onthe lake 0041 
湖面 こめ 4 lake surface 0175 
KOH szaz crater lake 0026, 0019 


五 大 潮 ご だ いこ The Great Lakes [Lakes Superior, 
Michigan, Huron, Ontario, and Erie]. ..0007, 0033 


| 0259 | Try to visualize the waters ( Y) of a LAKE lapping up on ancient Chinese (大 ) shores. It helps if 
AK 85 | you can fill out the scene with details from your own imagination. ea 19] 0146 


' SOLID や 固体 こ た い solid, solid matter 0062 
2FIRM 1 固化 こ か solidification 0120 

3 固定 < て ぃ fixed, stationary 0045 
コ 固め る か た め る [wlharden, solidify; strengthen 


か た ( め る ) か た (まる ) か た (まり ) 〇 固い か た い firm, stiff, fast 
か た ( い ) 





| 0260 | See a tombstone (rh) packed inside a box for delivery. Naturally this must be a very SOLID/ 
FIRM box. wa 简 0261 











$ COUNTER FOR ITEMS; item 二 箇 所 に か し ょ two places 0003.0249 
Pe. Jy A ご 一 箇月 いっ か げっ one month 0002, 0023 
8 箇条 か じょう items, articles 0119 
カ 箇条 書き か じょう が き itemization 0119.0079 

















0261.| Review 竹 0243. Here we use our bamboo tally sticks to COUNT the number of tombstone 
竹 118| packages we'll be shipping; the kanji itself means COUNTER FOR ITEMS. In V3-4 it simply 
| means item. Now often replaced by ヶ or 7, v» [El 0260, 简 1838 


| 1 INDIVIDUAL, single unit OWA こん individual 0015 


2 GENERAL COUNTER (for things or 1 个 性 こせ ぃ individuality 0128 
articles) 1 個室 こし っ private room 0253 
ax | [2 リ ん ご 一 個 り 4 ご いっ こ one apple 0002 

2 二 个 所 に か し ょ two places/points .. 0003, 0249 


0282 | + Here see an INDIVIDUAL man (4 ) opening a box with a single tombstone ( 古 ) he has 

X | ordered for his personal use. Picture him COUNTING to make sure he has received the right 
number. Interchangeable with the previous entry for counting certain kinds of articles, in 
which case 个 is pronounced カ and can be replaced by ヶ or 7. 





AS WELL AS, moreover, hoth ... and ... HHO な お か つっ andyet; moreover, also... 0184 
HX か っ また moreover, also 0058 
早く 且つ 私 的 に で きる か ら は や く か つ し て き に で 


きる か ら because it can be done quickly and 
privately 0143, 0237, 0169 


0268 | H. is mainly used as a building block inside other characters, in which case it will mean ladder. - 
By itself, it means AS WELL AS/moreover/both... and ..., which can be visualized in the way 
the rungs of the ladder add upon each other. 


‘ORGANIZE OIL, ze composition, formation, construc- 
0070 


2 ASSEMBLE a a 
DHE くみ あい union, guild, association... 0227 


1 四 人 组 ょ に ん ぐみ foursome, the Gang of Four 
0006, 0015 


2 組み 立て る < みた て る assemble, erect... 0067 
|? 手 を 組む て を < む join hands 0046 


64 | # means thread, but it can also mean rope or yr cord. See 组 as a primitive ladder ASSEMBLED 
- 120 from wooden poles by rope. When what is bound together is people, the applicable keyword 
is "ORGANIZE": imagine the rope wrapping around a group of people to bind them into one 
unit. 


7 
く ( む ) くみ ぐみ 
































EVENING OA At this evening, tonight 0228 


OFJ ゅ ぅ が た evening 0173 
A^ W^ evening 
セキ o 夕日 pv setting sun 0001 
ゆう 七 多 dui Festival of the Weaver [the star 
Vega]; the Star Festival (July 7) 0009 





0265 | A variant drawing of moon (see 月 0023), which we can see as the EVENING moon. As in H, 

A 36 | see two crescent lines, one outlining the dark portion of the sphere, the other outlining the 
bright portion. Fewer surface details (i.e., crossing strokes) are visible than in 月 , for it is not 
yet fully dark. As a grapheme, 4” will mean evening or moon. 










C 外 ( 国 ) 人 が いこ く じん foreigner... 0075, 0015 
外交 が いこ 3 diplomacy, foreign relations 0102 
以外 に い が い に exceptfor, excluding... 0068 

ガイ ゲ 〇 その 外 その ほか besides, in addition; the rest, 


そ と ほか は ず ( す ) は ず ( れ る ) ones 
り 外 す は ず す take off, remove; miss, dodge 


OUTSIDE: remove, come off 






























Let $4-5 represent an image of one thing slipping off of another (the short stroke at the 
right points down and away from the central vertical stroke). 47 moon provides the physical 

context for this occurrence: picture something coming off or being removed from the moon, 
falling OUTSIDE it. 








MANY; most 多面 た めん many sldes, many phases 0175 
9 多 分 た ぶん probably, perhaps, maybe . 0088 
多目的 た も < て き multipurpose .......0021,0149 
O 多 い お お い many, much 
多く の 人 お ぉ おく の ひと most people 0015 











l : EVENING TIDE 0 潮汐 ちょ うき ebbandflow, tide 0146 
» O 汐 が 満ち る 前 に し お が みち る まえ に before the 
AS tide comes in 0179, 0113 





セキ 
， し お 
0268| Water(Y) of the evening (^ ): EVENING TIDE. 
水 85 





0197 
名 | 6 














NAME; fame; first-rate 品名 前 な まえ name, given name 0113 
OFF みょう 3 じ surname, family name [cf. Hi 
acto ea . 009 


1823] ...... . 
O 名 物 めい ぶっ specialty, noted product 0172 
2 3 名 画 めい が famous picture, masterpiece — 0176 


名 付け る な づけ る name, give a name to 0064 











| 0269 | Picture the moon (^) opening its mouth (1) and speaking your NAME—the idea’s silliness 


0 


0272 | 


木 75 


is precisely what makes it easy to remember. Thinking of the English word in its attributive 
sense (as in “NAME brand") will help you absorb the secondary meanings. «= 各 0786 


HEAVEN; weather; nature 天 文学 て ん も ん が < astronomy 0101, 0099 
KH て 4 の 3 emperor of Japan 0077 
ORM ぁ ま の が ゎ Milky Way 0022 


— | 天気 て ん き weather, atmospheric conditions; 
fne weather 


天性 て ん せい one's innate disposition, nature 
01 


4 ==== ーーーーーーーー ニ ーー ニーーーー。 
In E 0072 we saw that the top line referred to heaven. See 天 as a modified version in which 
the curving lines converge in an upward thrust to emphasize the line at the top, HEAVEN. See 
note at entries 0565-66. wa 矢 0559, FE 0565 


NOT YET OREO ぁみ てい の undecided, pending 0045 
未明 み め い before dawn, dawn 0024 
KRE atta notyet seen 0083 
O72 まだ (not) yet, still; more, besides 
Seige)? SUE 2 いま だ yet, as yet; up to now 


3 
ミ 
し 


See as à tree (AX) in the. process of growing à new bough at its crown. As can be seen by com- 
paring with the next entry, the bough has NOT YET finished growing. sar AR 0272, AS 0566 


LAST PART, end O 年 末 ね 4 まっ endofthe year 0117 
末日 まっ じ っ last day m 0001 


O 三 月 の 末 さん が っ つの す ぇ end of March 
0004, 0023 


長い 話 の 末 に な が い は な し の すえ に afteralong 
talk 0091, 0053 


末っ子 す ぇ っ こ youngest child 0094 





“Suggesting its secondary meaning end/tip, 末 has finished growing the ends of the new 


bough, right to the very LAST PART. View alternately with the previous entry: one is NOT YET 


ーー ] finished; the other is finished right to the very LAST PART. vs AS 0271 























TASTE, flavor; contents | 地味 な じみ な plain, sober, unpretentious 0187 
i 後味 ぁ と ぁ C aftertaste 0114 
切れ 味 きれ ぁ じ sharpness, cutting quality 0086 
j E | 味わう ぁ じ わ う taste, savor; appreciate, enjoy 
あじ あじ ( わ う ) 意味 いみ meaning, intention, significance, 
purport 0151 

















70273] what has not yet (AX) passed through one's mouth (LT): this is what one TASTES. It is also 
[130 | the mouth's present contents. 


0247 





常 | 8 


m 


O 来 月 らい げっ next month, this coming month 

















来 日 5 い に ち comingto Japan 0001 
= ーー 外来 語 が いら ぃ ご loanword, foreign word 
AN 0266, 0222 
ORS < る come, become 
o きた る come, arrive 


The word “coming” holds within it the notion “not yet here.’ So it is with the kanji for COME. 
To not yet (未 ), we add * " (52-3) to indicate two expected guests that are on their way. See 
$2-3 COMING to the center of the character. In the way they both aim toward the same 
point, see them COMING imminently to the same destination, «= 38 0419 















ライ 
く ( る ) きた (る ) きた ( す ) 












OWA LALA newtalent rookie; newcomer 0015 
新年 し ん ね ん New Year 0117 
最新 の さい し 4 の newest, latest 0196 

新しい あたら し い new 

O 新 た に ぁ ら た に newly, afresh; again 
















シン 


あたら (し い ) あら (た ) あら - に ゆい - 





See a person standing (XZ) on top of a tree (7X), using a hacksaw UT.) to saw off some NEW 
branches that are growing there. See only the very NEW branches being cut, right at the very 
tip-top. 





WS. i "PARENT THF ぉ ゃ こ (= し ん し ) parentand child 0094 

: ? RELATIVES 両親 りょう し 4 parents . 0177 
? INTIMATE, friendly 2 肉親 に < し 4 blood relations 0216 

4 シン 3 親切 な し ん せつ な kind, friendly, obliging 0086 


お や お や - し た (し い ) し た (し む ) CHL し た し い intimate, familiar, friendly 





U27& | Following the pattern of the previous entry, see a PARENT (or other older RELATIVE) standing on | 
見 147| top of a tree, looking (見 ) down secretly and with tender INTIMACY on its child (or younger 
RELATIVE). 





1 LACK, want Ak けっ ぽん missingvolume 0031 
4 WAR ガス けつ running out of gas 
3 無欠 むけ っ fawless 0048 











ケッ ORUS か ける lack, be deficient, be vacant; be 
か (ける ) 办 (<) か (か す ) broken of 
一 人 欠け て いる ひと りか け て いる one personis 
= MISSING cere eet 0002, 0015 





0277 | Derives from a picture of a yawning mouth. See the jaws spreading open at the bottom. Like 
欠 76 | à hatchling's wide-open beak, 欠 easily suggests a LACK or want. As a grapheme, 欠 can 
た à mean lack, gap, or yawning mouth. ss 久 0904 














1721 
常 | 4 
3 NEXT, second(ary), (numerical) order |" 次 回 じ か い nexttime ss 0050 
~» , 次 男 じ な 4 SeCondson 0092 
h 目次 る <C table of contents .3 ... 0021 
Er. OW€ っ < ranknextto, come next/after 
LN. つぐ) つぎ 次 の よう に っ ぎの よう に as follows 
L 





0278 | ; looks like Y but has only two strokes. For 次 , let the two strokes of 7 suggest second(ary), 
欠 76 | so that the whole kanji suggests “a second thing to fill the gap left by the first,’ i.e., NEXT. 
When a train conductor uses this word to announce the NEXT station, think of it as a second 
station that will fill the gap left by the one you've just departed. 
0039 
常 | 6 


"m 








SEAT 席 を 代わ る せき を か わる change seats......0071 
出席 し ゅ っ せき attendance, presence ....... 0038 
ONE けっ せき absence, nonattendance.....0277 


セキ 席次 せき じ orderofseats, seating precedence; 
class standing |... 0278 


EET せき じょう て atthe meeting; on the 
| OCCASION! a ee en 0041 

















0279 | See tF as the open mouth of a wood-burning stove. We've fired up the stove to keep warm 
rp 50 | in our shelter(J ~), and tossed a cloth (TH) on the floor for a front-row SEAT next to the 
stove. After studying the next entry, practice writing it in alternation with this one, reminding 
yourself of their meanings as you do. «= 度 0280 








2683 
tí 10 

! DEGREE 9 温度 BAe temperature .i 0199 

2TIME 1 湿度 し っ と humidity 0200 

2 毎度 まい と everytime, always 0105 

ド 下 タク る 見 る 度 に みる た びに wheneverleachtimelone 

た び sees (Il) nee eee 0083 

二 度 に と two degrees/times ............... 0003 














| 0280 | See a hand (JL) shove more fuel into the stove (tT) to raise the temperature a few DEGREES. 

广 53 | FE also means TIME as in “this time" or “the third time" Connect this with MI by recalling 
the phrase “by DEGREES,’ which just means “one DEGREE at a TIME.” Imagine the DEGREE 
measure rising one TIME after another as the fire is stoked. vs Jf 0279 





102 

















CROSS, ford 渡米 xt going to America 0234 
JE ご 渡来 と らい importation, influx... 0274 


OWD ゎ た る cross, ford 


K ト 渡す ゎ た す carry across (a river); hand over 
8 わた (る ) - わ た (る ) わた ( す ) 手渡 す て ゎ た す handover(to) give, deliver 
0046 





~T 
e 
CN 
F 
m 
P 
CN 
e 











エー 
Y is a body of water that we must CROSS. 度 shows the degrees of longitude that we must 
CROSS (longitude rather than latitude, for we are moving CROSS-wise). Think of CROSSING 
the degrees of longitude one at a time on a trans-oceanic voyage. 













LIMIT, bounds 限定 する げん て いす る limit, restrict, define... 0045 


限度 げん と limit, bounds 0... 0280 
ORKER s い た い げ ん maximum 0196, 0033 
ゲン 9 最 小 限 さい し ょ う げ ん minimum.......0196, 0034 


か ぎ ( る ) DFU) - か ぎ ( り ) C 出 来る 限り で きる か ぎり as faras possible 
WE IEEE PES 0038, 0274 























See F as a picture of a little boy. When he's been good, we'll reward him with a ^stroke" on 
top of his head (thus 良 means good). But when we "limit" the drawing to 良 , that is, when 
we "stop" before adding the reward stroke, it means stop or limit. BR combines limit with 

hills around edge of town ( B) and means LIMIT or bounds. «= Bh 0286 












SILVER 





9 银行 WAz5 bank 


日 銀 に ちぎ 4 Bankofjapan(shortfor 日 本 銀 
cuo EORR CURED NAE 0001 


水銀 すい ぎん mercury, quicksilver ......... 0027 
銀メダル ぎん メダ ル silvermedal 











Stop (Ñ) just before gold ($): SILVER. 





根本 こん ぼん basis, foundation; origin, source 
031 


こん き perseverance, patience, energy 0126 










: — 根性 こん じょう nature, temper; willpower; guts 
SS 0128 
ね -h 屋根 èf r00f Ac cea no 0252 


根回し ゎ ま ゎ し digging around the roots; 
maneuvering behind the scenes ........... 050 









































: GOOD OREO さい us う の best, most excellent... 0196 
A | 不良 ぶり ょ う badness, inferiority; delinquency 
上 0049 
ーー 一 | 良心 りょう し ん conscience 0056 
リョ ウ Og d 
KQ Q0) い ( い )* よい に いい ) goo 
良い 席 よい せき good seats 0279 











= i ーー 一 - ー 
0285 | See 限 0282: we reward the little boy with a “stroke” on top of his head for GOOD behavior. 
R 138 






m 






| YOUNG MAN 


7 
p 
2 MALE NAME SUFFIX 
6 ロウ — 


0286 | At the left side we find an abbreviated version of good. Unlike 限 0282, where we saw 民 
FA 163| outside the town limits, here we see a good boy (or in this case, YOUNG MAN) staying inside 
the town. s 限 0282 


① 新 郎 し 4 ろ 3 bridegroom 0275 
③ 一 郎 い ぁ ろう Ichiro [name of eldestson] 0002 
2 次 郎 じろう jiro [name of second son] 0278 























CORRIDOR, gallery OW T 33 か corridor, hallway 
(JES 253 picture gallery 0176 


回廊 か いろ 2 corridor, gallery 0050 




























' EAT 
* FOOD 


DAF し ょ < じ meal, dinner 0080 

1 食後 に L ょ < ご に aftermeals |. nt 
DARA txa eat 

ショ ク ジ キ | ~ 11485 <> eat 

く ( う ) く ( ら う ) た ( べ る ) 2 和食 ゎ し k< Japanese-style food 0236 















| 


Good boy (È) under roof (^^y: picture a good boy who has come home to EAT. One is 
tempted to replace this phrasing with the more concise "good boys EAT at home,’ but to 

do so would replace a visual description with a conceptual statement. However crisp sucha 
statement might be, it is better to keep the mnemonic grounded in the kanji's visual image. 

















DRINK IO 飲食 vakas eating and drinking 0288 


1 LM/ 
] ; [OREU の む drink 
‘ 1 | kA oeto beverage 0172 


2 [47 飲み 水 の み ぁ ず drinking [potable] water 0027 
y M(t) 飲み 屋 の み ゃ bar, tavern 0252 














レジ ドー i ーー 
0289 | ftis an abbreviated version of 食 EAT. See a mouth held wide open (KX) after eating, desir- 
ft 184| ing something to DRINK. This entry illustrates why the hen forms of R, EL, and f£ are all 

CM]; | abbreviated in this way—so as not to get in the way of tsukuri like 欠 which need to extend 


BK toward the lower left. 














! GOVERNMENT 


1 官 用 か ん よう government use; government 
* GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL i 


business 
1 官 命 か ん めい officialorder _,， 0232 
② 長 官 ちょ うか ん director, administrator, chief 
0091 








カン 







2 外交 官 が いこ うか ん diplomat, foreign service 
Oceans 0266, 0102 

















ing head (55-6) and a fat belly (57-8). A fitting image of GOVERNMENT in general. Kanji that 
contain È, such as the next entry, are read カン . ea "EJ 1242 







ORE か いか 4 hall, assembly hall 0226 
本 館 ほ ぇ 4 ヵ か ん main building; this building .0031 
分 館 ぶん か ん annex, extension (088 
館長 か 4 ちょ 3 director, superintendent ..0091 
館内 か ん な い in the building 0215 





PUBLIC BUILDING 























| 0291 | Suggests the dining (Ê) hall of a government (ET) office, which we can think of as a kind of 
食 184| archetype for a PUBLIC BUILDING. Because 館 is unusual in lining up two different rooftops 
fuae | across the top, a more focused and direct way to perceive the meaning is to let this juxtaposi- 

H tion be a visual cue for the idea of BUILDING. 









LODGE 0 合宿 する が っ し ゅ < する lodge together, stay ina 
a camp for training... ーーーー 227 
1 下宿 げ L ゅ < lodging, boarding house ... 000 








4 z 宿屋 ゃ と や inn, hotel, lodging house. ... 0252 
wae Ong : . 
や ど や ど ( る ) や ど ( す ) ゃ どる lodge; dwell in 
子 を 宿す こ を ゃ と す be ae 
. . . ーー UU 
10292 | One hundred (F) persons( イ ) under the same roof (^7): a LODGE. 
= AD 
1985 





noet ni 


106 














DOG 一 犬 いっ け 4 one dog 0002 
コリ ー 犬 コリ ー け 4 collie 

OKR zoe puppy, little dog 0034 

ケン - (| 犬 小 屋 いこ ゃ doghouse 0034, 0252 

いぬ いぬ - 














0293 | Picture a DOG's head and neck pointing toward the left, two pairs of legs at the bottom, and 

X" |a coiled-up tail sticking out to the right. Distinguish from BIG 大 0033 by focusing on 84, the 

ーー coiling tail, The usual grapheme version is 3 (introduced back at 猪 0217), which can also 
mean smallish four-legged creature. vs 太 0294, JÈ 2274 


2912 
ni 





















+ 太刀 £5 longsword 0085 
ORF た いし crown prince 0094 
1 太古 た いこ ancienttimes, remote ages 0254 
の 太い ふと い thick; fat 

* 太 る ふと る growfat 


! GREAT, extremely large 
THICK, fat 














タイ » 
ふと ( い ) ふと (る ) 








Here let the dot stroke suggest one additional step beyond BIG (A): GREAT. That 犬 has the 
same extra dot stroke underscores the usefulness of seeing it in the upper position as a dog's 
coiled tail, so as to avoid confusion with 太 . Seeing this stroke drop to the lower position 
suggests heaviness, which we can associate with M2 THICK. ws 犬 0293 














! VESSEL, container の 食器 し ょ っ き tableware 0288 
2 INSTRUMENT DAF ADB カラ ス の うつ ゎ glass vessel/container 
@ 武 器 ぶ き weapon 0111 
キ 器官 きか 4 organ(ofthe body) 0290 
器用 な きょう な skillful, ingenious 0047 











Notice the extra dot stroke in the old form. If we trace 2x back to its origins, we find that it 
derives from a picture of a dog (Ñ) served up on the center of a table, surrounded by four 
plates (£), which easily suggest VESSEL or container. & can also be used to refer to any 

kind of tangible INSTRUMENT, mw fat 0414 










1 1 MISFORTUNE 1 凶 事 きょう E calamity, misfortune 0080 

ae 4 2 EVIL Gb]fr きょう こう violence, murder, crime —. 0055 
2 凶器 $458 murderweapon 0295 

キョ ウ 3 区 [为 きょう じん assassin's dagger 0087 


2 元 区 げん きょう cause of evil, culprit; ringleader 
0136 








0296 | We saw | | before at 画 0176, where it contained a PICTURE. We'll give it the meaning open 
LI 17 | container or pit. Just as the "X" marks over a person's eyes in a drawing indicate he is dead, 
— |] the ^X" mark here indicates a person who has fallen into an open pit and died: an EVIL 
MISFORTUNE. Later we'll associate “又 ”with violent death. t= [X. 0297 


2557 
14 | 














"War 
C 23 





= 
区 


2559. 





1 DIVIDE INTO SECTIONS 区 分 する < ぶ 4 する divide, subdivide. 0080 
2 2DISTRICT ざ 区 別 す る < べ っ す る distinguish; classify. 0090 
3WARD, borough 1 区 切る «xa punctuate, mark off with a 
= comma 
る 地区 $< district, area, region, lot 0187 
3 大 田 区 ぉ ぉ た く Ota ward 0033, 0020 











See the crossing lines DIVIDING the space inside = INTO SECTIONS. If the space were a city, 
the sections would be called DISTRICTS or WARDS. The old form reveals the way in which 


z| “A” was used to simplify numerous kanji, including the next entry, after the Second World 


War. See note at 医 0561. «s IX] 0296 


DRAWING, plan O 地 図 ぁ ず map 0187 
図書 と し ょ books 0079 
図書 館 と し ょ か 4 library 0079, 0291 
JOR we intention, aim, plan 0151 
| は か (る ) 合図 sew" signal, sign 0227 
| 

Here let | | represent the outlines of a DRAWING or map. This is a pirate's map, with an ^X" 

to mark the spot of a buried treasure, and a couple of other symbols for nearby landmarks to 





| help the pirates find their way. To absorb 区 ls more figurative meaning, plan, picture yourself 


DRAWING a map of your future, a plan for the time to come. 


‘NUMERICAL ORDER の 一 番 いち ば ん first, first place; most, best... 0002 
? WATCH, duty 1 三 番 線 さん ぱん せん tracknumber3 | 0004, 0210 
2 番犬 ば ん けん watchdog 0293 
パン ]@ 交 番 こう ば ん police box 0102 


* 番 に 当たる ば ん に あたる be on duty; have 
one’s turn . 0141 





Take 3 as a crudely tied rice bundle—halfway between the basic rice bundle ( f ) and the 
neatly tied rice bundle ( #). In this book 3È will appear only once without H below it, at #R 
1506. Here imagine a rotation of sentries who WATCH over the crudely tied rice bundles left 
out in a field. They take turns in ORDER, ww 審 1510 








ゆ 番 号 ば ん こう number, serial number 0299 


' ' NUMBER 
pus j ? DESIGNATION, title, name 1 電話 番号 て ん ゎ ば 4 ご 3 telephone number 


0300 
r1 30 


H 

号 
1847 
常 | 5 


0155, 0053, 0299 


* SIGN, signal 
| —X — 11315528 さん いち ご ご うし つっ room number315 
0253 


| ゴウ 
2 年 号 ね 4 ご 3 name ofera, reign tille 0117 
ざ 信 号 LACS signal; traffic light 0063 











See as a number “05.” Means NUMBER as in "room number,’ "train number; etc. With this 
core idea of “numerical designation,’ associate the other meanings DESIGNATION and SIGN. 
ese 別 0090, 县 1478 





AAAA n^nn 


108 











1 ARTICLE "fru さく ひん (piece of) work, product 0152 


ON 
し 7 2GRADE OF EXCELLENCE の 品物 し な る の article, thing, goods 0172 
3 CLASSIFICATION 2? 品 の 良い 人 ひん の よい ひと person of refined 


-一 1 manners 0285, 0015 


E al [e 
I" | Le ⑨ 上 品 cauva elegance, refinement 0041 
3 品目 ひん も < listofarticles/items 0021 
0301 | Here we see three ARTICLES of merchandise, neatly stacked in their boxes. dn also means 
L1 30 | GRADE OF EXCELLENCE and CLASSIFICATION, meanings which can likewise be visualized 
E in the character: the three boxes represent three CLASSIFICATIONS; the highest GRADE OF 


Iis EXCELLENCE is seen in the single (Grade A?) box at the top. 






















'PLEASURE MELC た の し む take pleasure in, enjoy (oneself) 
? COMFORTABLE Dpi ae easy, light; comfortable 

IMUSIC 2 安楽 な ぁ ん 5 く < な comfortable, carefree, cozy 
ガク ラク OHR p . I 
た の (し い ) た の (し め ) H お ん が く music 0150 
3 楽器 が っ き musical instrument 0295 





























0302 | Think of a raucous MUSICAL celebration centered around a drum set. See the two halves of a 
7k 75 | hi-hat ( 白 ) clanging together as the sound waves (56-9) shoot out in every direction. 7k can 
| be visualized as the hi-hat’s wooden stand. The image easily suggests not only MUSIC but 
also fun and enjoyment, PLEASURE and COMFORT. 





| 薬品 ゃ < ひん medicine, drug; chemicals ..0301 
薬局 ゃ っ きょく drugstore, pharmacy 0256 





DRUG, chemical 


丸 薬 が ん ゃ < pill 0012 
ヤク 火薬 か や く gunpowder 0026 


薬屋 < すり ゃ drugstore 1252 














PERIPHERY, around; cycle “FEY し ゅ 3 へ 4 environs, outskirts; MM 

周回 し ゅ うか い circumference; lap/cirding . 0050 

Tz — 一 一 一 円 周 ぇ ん し ゅ 2 circumference 0013 

~ 三 周 Ave» three rounds [laps] 0004 
ORJUO 人 まわ ゎ り の ひと the people around one 

| M. 0015 


In the next three characters we'll see E above L, not to be confused with 古 0254, The 
L1 30 | focus of the present character is J ], which indicates the PERIPHERY around an area of soil 
(-E) located behind an opening or gate (I). JA] is sometimes used to refer to a lap run 
around a track, so it may help to picture the soil as that of a football field. 


2585 
常 | 8 

















"EET WEEK OH thLw3 last week 0134 c 
" 今週 こん us this week 0228 : 
iü HW らい し ゅ 3 next week 0274 : 
|j シュ ウ 週末 U ゅ 5 まっ weekend 0272 : 
, 週 に 三 回 し ゅ うに さん か い three times a week 
0004, 0050 
| 








Represents the way we go around a cycle ()5]) as we move forward (3_) through time. When 





TONE, note, condition O 調 子 ぉ ょ うし tone, tune; key, note; (health) 


2INVESTIGATE condition; manner 0094 
Ha 5 tone, i 
3PREPARE, make ready 調 < ちょ 3 tone, expression 0019 


O 調 べ る し ら ペ る investigate, look into 

Tay 調合 ちょ う ご ぅ compounding, mixing, 

し ら ( べ る ) LE(S) と と の ( う ) preparation 0227 

と と の (える ) 〇 食 を 調え る ゆう し ょ く を と と の える prepare 

E i | Supper 0265, 0280 

É | Think of some very important thing you need to “say,” like a marriage vow. Something so 

important that you keep going around and around ( 周 ) the words (&) in search of the pre- 
cise TONE, the perfect note. Time and again you INVESTIGATE, scrutinizing every word as you 
PREPARE, Link the meaning and reading by thinking of と と の える as "to-TONE-oeru/" 





1TIE UP | の 約束 する や くそ くす る promise, vow 0170 
2 BUNDLE | ゆ 東 ね る た ば ね る tieupina bundle 

E 東 に な っ て た ば に な っ て ina bunch; inagroup 
ソ ク 2 花束 は な た ば bundle of flowers 0121 


た ば た ば (ね る ) つか * *^ 一 東 士 円 ひと た ば じゅ うえ ん (= いっ そく じゅ うえ ん ) 
| ten yen a bundle 0002, 0005, 0013 


0307) A bunch of trees CK) that have been TIED UP in a BUNDLE. 


PUT IN ORDER VEU せい ち leveling of ground, soil preparation 
; ; (187 


调整 ちょ う せ い regulation, adjustment. 0306 
cm 整形 せい けい orthopedics 0147 
O ~ . 
と と の (える ) と と の (3) 整え る と と の える putinorder 


整う と と の 3 beinorder 





0308 The concept PUT IN ORDER is readily discernible here. 東 bundle represents putting things 
in bundles as you tidy up. 4¢ shows a hand holding a rod (a broomstick?), taking action. 1E. 
correct suggests putting things in their proper place, 1 数 0309 














NUMBER, quantity, count | 数字 すう E figure, numeral 0098 


9 数学 すう がく mathematics 0099 

整数 せい すぅ integer, whole number_ 0308 

lay A 数 多く か ず ぉ おぉ く in large numbers 0267 
か ず か ぞ ( え る ) 〇 数 を える か ぞ え る count, calculate, enumerate 

















| 0309 | Visualize as a woman ( 女 ) striking (AZ) bundles of rice 2) in order to count their NUMBER. 
Ar 6b | 叶 整 0308, 類 0310, 楼 1957 








人 类 じん る い mankind, humankind 0015 
9 分 类 ぶん る い classification Does 















KIND, type 


RAX し ょ < に < る い carnivorous animals, 
一 一 一 一 一 Carnivora 0288, 0216 
ルイ IE i 
た で ぐ ( い ) 類語 る い ご synonym, related word 0222 
親類 し ん る い relatives, relations 0276 






We have been given the task of classifying rice ( 米 ) by type. Specifically, we are to separate 
the big CK) KINDS of rice from the rest. See the head (JA: again, focusing on the top stroke, 

| here $10) looking over the rice and separating the large KIND from the other KINDS. 

my 数 0309 





予 示 する ょ じす る foreshadow 0163 


内 示 な いじ private [unofficial] announcement 
Vtde dep cota e etes edes 0215 


O 公 示 こ 3C public[official] announcement 0089 
Oc : prie 
ENES 示す し めす show, display; indicate 


示し 合わ せる し めし あわ せる prearrange, 
| CONDERE anoo een ns 0227 

















0911 | Derives from a picture of an altar to the gods. Laid on top of it is a sacrificial offering (ST). As 
示 113| an independent kanji it now means SHOW, a meaning that is easily suggested by this image 
~~ | of an object lying on top of a table. 









1694 | 
m 


[5| 
1 4 PROHIBIT Ot LSS きん し する prohibit, ban 0042 
トー 7k. 禁物 き 4 も っ taboo 0172 
禁 は っ きん prohibition of sale 0148 
Pus キン 禁じ る (= 禁ず る ) きん じ る に きん ずる ) prohibit 


n " 立入 禁止 た ちい りき ん し Keep Out [sign] 
P e X 0067, 0039, 0042 


0312 | See an altar to the gods ( 示 ) placed at the edge of a forest (bk), marking off a sacred, PRO- 
示 113| HIBITED precinct. 








2435 
常 | 13 





' ETIQUETTE 1 礼法 れい ほう etiquette 0139 


1 . 
` 2 RITE ト + お礼 お れい thanks; reward; return present 
A 1 礼金 れい きん reward, fee, honorarium. 0029 
レイ ライ の 無礼 sini impolite, rude 0048 
2 洗礼 を 4 れい baptism 0135 








0313 | we first saw し back at 2L 0160. From here on, we shall take it to be a sharp hook. At the 
示 113| left, 不 is the shorthand form for 示 altar to the gods. To remember the meanings ETIQUETTE 
and RITE, picture a person presenting a sharp hook upon the altar to express proper appre- 


J Ir ciation to the gods. vx 札 1694, 祈 0640 


!' COMPANY |@ 会 社 か いし ゃ company, corporation, firm 0226 
? SOCIETY | 社長 し ゃ ちょ う president(ofa company). . 0091 
* SHINTO SHRINE | る © 社会 し ゃ か い society, the world 0226 
シャ | 2 社交 的 な し ゃ こう て き な sociable, friendly 

0102, 015? 
や し ろ 





|! お 社 ぉ ゃ し ろ village shrine 








(^f). From the idea of the localized group one belongs to, we can obtain the other meanings 
COMPANY and SOCIETY. 


| REPORT (to a superior) [Oit る じょう し ん する report(toa wa 


| ? SPEAK HUMBLY 
! 内申 な いし 4 unofficial report 0215 


一 一 一 一 一 一 | 人 @ 申 二 る うす [humble] say, tell 


HL EWS も うし あげ る say, tell, speak humbly; 
(have the honor to) do 0041 


? 申し 込む も る うし こむ apply; propose 0192 





FA 102| pointing upward. El can be seen as the layers of hierarchy separating oneself (at the bottom) 
from one's superior. As a grapheme, FH will mean either pointing upward, piercing through 
layers, ot both. ms H1 1521, 由 0432 


GOD, spirit 神話 LA myth, mythology 0053 
9 神道 し ん と ぅ Shinto, the way ofthe gods... 0158 

神官 し ん か 4 Shinto priest 0290 
シン ジン 神社 CACe Shinto shrine 0314 
か み か ん - こう - り 海 の 神 う ぁ の か み god of the sea 0106 

















| 0316 | Again see the center line in 申 point upward at something superior to oneself. x indicates 
that in 神 , the superior being pointed at is GOD. The on-yomi follows FA, and adds the 
voiced-consonant variation ジン . 








nanan AAA: 


1123 














MEMBER, personnel 会 社員 か いし ゃ いん company employee, office 


ee, 
worker 0225, 0314 
OZ B か いい 4 member 0226 
| 全員 ぜん ぃ いん all members, entire staff 0078 
イン 定員 て いい 4 fixed number of regular 


personnel; capacity 


満員 電車 まん いん で ん し ゃ train filled to 
capacity 0179, 0155, 0125 











0317 | Denotes MEMBERS or personnel, such as those of a company. Typically applied to a person 
ロ 30 | who occupies a basic position and carries out mundane tasks. Indeed, we can perceive one 
such mundane task here—discussing sums of money. See F} money being spoken by [1 
mouth, and associate the image with a clerk, a regular staff MEMBER, zs A 0352 



































1 QUALITY, nature 1 本 质 ほん し つっ essence, reality 0031 





2 MATTER, substance Ort ^oi nature, character; property, 

* PAWN, hostage quality 

—— - 一 一 一 1 品質 ひ 4 し っ quality 0301 
ジー ンチ F 


OE ぶっ し っ matter, substance 0172 
3 A weve hostage, prisoner 0015 











四 "€: | 


Picture two hacksaws (JT }T) cutting open a seashell (FL) to obtain the MATTER or substance 
inside. More profoundly, they aim to discover the seashel/'s inner QUALITY or nature. To 
remember M3 PAWN, imagine a pawnbroker slicing open a pawned oyster shell to remove 

the pear! after its depositor defaults on his loan. 





O 政 党 せい と う 3 political party 0246 
党首 と 3 し ゅ party chief [leader] 0157 
党員 と うい 4 party member 0317 

トウ 党 大 会 と うた いか い party convention 0033, 0226 

社会 党 し ゃ か いと 3 Socialist Party.. 0314, 0224 











0319| We first saw * back at JG 0137 and 当 0141. The following six kanji join ™ with ^7, a 
combination we need to distinguish from that of ツ and 一 (as in 学 0099). By contrast with 
`v, the three lines in " are nicely centered, so where we see them above “7 we can see the 
ensemble as a crown or rooftop of formal design —we"ll refer to it with the phrase “stately 
crown" or “stately rooftop.” Beneath this decorative crown, the present entry adds 兄 1193, 

a simple drawing of one’s OLDER BROTHER as a head with two legs attached. A stately crown 
10| has been placed on older brother's head to mark his formal membership in a political PARTY. 





a W i HALL, public building 公会 党 こう か い ど 3 townhall 0089, 0226 
" ON 2 O 食 営 し ょ < と うぅ dining hall, canteen 0288 
. 音楽 常 ぉ ん が < と うぅ concerthall .... 0150, 0302 
A. ドウ | 法 堂 ほう どう lecture hall in a Buddhist temple) 


" 堂々 と し た と うと どう と し た dignified, imposing, 
majestic 





0320 | In the context of the similar characters appearing before and after this one, we should make 

+ 32 | E our visual focus. Let it signal the idea of a physical location or place. L suggests an 
| opening or doorway. Thus we see a stately rooftop over a doorway, placed on the ground (E), 
signifying a HALL or public building. = 常 0321 


2246 
常 |11| 














' > 1NORMAL 正常 せい E う normality, normalcy 0043 





1 
7 ? REGULAR 1 通常 D っ 3 じょう の common, ordinary, usual 
0159 
E の 常に っ ね に always, at all times 
ジョ 
っ ね と こ - 2 常用 じょう よう commonuse,dailyuse 0047 


@ 日 常 の に ち じ ょ 3 の daily, everyday 0001 








(321 | Here we see clothes hanging (see th 0206) under the stately rooftop. Picture a formal space 
ij 50 | that has been converted for use as a place for drying laundry. What was once an extraordi- 
nary chamber has now become just an ordinary, NORMAL, REGULAR old place. Remember, 
TH turns this usually special space from formal to normal. se 0320 


PRIZE, praise 賞金 し ょ うき ん prize, award, reward 0029 
賞品 し ょ 3 ひ 4 prize, trophy 0301 
受賞 者 Uw し ょ 3 し ゃ prizewinner... 0065,0107 
| | リフ ノー ベル 賞 ノー ベル し ょ 3 Nobel Prize 
賞 を 受け る し ょ う を うけ る Feceiveaprize 0065 





RECOMPENSE, make up for 償 金 し ょ 3 き 4 reparation, indemnification 0029 

代償 だ いし ょ 3 vicarious compensation .. 0071 

Off むし ょ 3 gratuitous, free 0048 

ショ ウ [O> っ < ぐ な う recompense, make up for, atone for 
つぐ な (3) 





m. $7 ' PALM OF ONE'S HAND VETS が っ し ょ うす る joinone'shands (as in 
4 2TAKE CHARGE OF prayer! ws 
: 1 党 中 l= し ょ うち ゅ うに in one's hands 0035 
- = ! 党 中 の TE し ょ うち ゅ う の た ま one’s treasure 
iQ ジ ショウ az, 0035, 0073 
"n D 
で の ひら ②③ 車 掌 し e し ょ 3 conductor 0125 





0324) when you see ^", ~, and [1 above F hand, ignore the meaning stately rooftop/crown and 

Æ 64 | instead see ^" as your fingers spread out before you, ‘7 as the balls of your fingers, and L, 
~~ | right in the middle of the picture, as your PALM. Picture gripping something in the PALM OF 
YOUR HAND, like the steering wheel of a car, to TAKE CHARGE OF it. 


1256 | 
常 [12| 








mas? 本 内 而 下 














| 1 PERCEIVE, sense; realize “ERTS じ か く < する beconscious of realize 0081 
?WAKE UP 1 味覚 みか < sense of taste 0273 
* COMMIT TO MEMORY 覚め る さめ る [vilawake, wake up 
57 — «ABET さま す [yllawake, wake up 
; nm お ぼ ( え る ) さ ( ま す ) さ ( め る ) OM 225 お ぼ え る committo memory, learn 
さと (る )* 








0328 | Like the six preceding kanji, FÉ has ‘7, but here "^ becomes `Y, a combination we saw 

見 147| earlier at 学 0099. To remember ‘F's meanings WAKE UP, PERCEIVE, and COMMIT TO 

ÉS 3 MEMORY, see it as a picture of an eyelid, opening. `Y are the eyelashes and ^7 is the eyelid, 
"Ed; opening wide for the eye to see (見 ) things, be aware of them, learn them, etc. esr 0322 





















AWAKE TO, comprehend ORT S か < ご する be ready for; be resigned; 


make up one's mind 0325 
悟道 こと ぅ spiritual enlightenment; philosophy 
0158 


ゴ 〇 悟り さと り satori, spiritual awakening 
さと (る ) 








Like 覚 , 1 refers to AWAKENING and can be read さと (る ). While # 0220 ego/t is used 
to refer to the speaking subject, 悟 一 adding T heart—turns our attention to the subject's 
consciousness, the seat of one's AWAKENING and comprehension. 


OME (s e) か ん じ る (に か ん ずる ) be 
conscious of, feel 


感心 か ん し ん admiration 0058 
= 一 | 同感 と うか ん same sentiment, sympathy 0182 
感覚 か ん か く sense, sensation, feeling ...0325 
五感 ご か ん the five senses .0007 





Imagine the SENSATION as a guided spear (I$) rips its way past the mouth (L1), down the 
throat and into the heart (E?) (the image is grisly, but for that very reason hard to forget). See 
| S3asa miniature representation of the spear, poised in its proper attacking position above 
the mouth (its position will matter when we learn 2% 1153), war 2 1153, TR 1216 












4 CENTER 口中 央 ちゅ 3 ぉ う center 0035 

-— 中 央 口 ちゅ うお う ぐ ち centralexit 0095, 0019 
中 央 線 ちゅ ぅ ぉ う せ ん Chuo Line [central railway 

! — line in Tokyo] 0035, 0210 
道央 と う ぉ う central Hokkaido 0158 





“0328 | This resembles 中 0035 in the way the piercing lines come right up through the CENTER. 
大 37 | Now notice in the next three entries that 央 loses its left border as the tsukuri of 決 and Ti, 
but not of 映 . This is easy enough to remember if you bear in mind that H has no rightward- 
pointing stroke competing for this space. 


2944 
常 |5 














a ' REFLECT ! 湖 に 山 が 喘 る IUS D. " g 
j mountain is reflected on the surface of the lake 
Y PROJECT 0259, 0037 € 
| ②③ 映画 ac film, movie 0176 H 
r4 * 上 喘 す る じょう えい する screen, show 0041 に 
うつ (る ) うつ っ ( す ) は (える ) - ば ( え ) |" 喘 画 を スタ リー ン に 映す えい が を スク リー ン に 5 う 
つ す project a movie on a screen 0176 
2A MLA waga evening/sunsetglow . 0265 











| 0329 | In a movie theater, the projector is placed in the center of the wall opposite the screen, so as 
H 72 | to centerthe image. Let 央 here represent a projector piercing through the exact center of 


4. | à wall to PROJECT light (suggested by H) onto a screen. Also means REFLECT, which can be 
He thought of as projecting an image back toward its source. 


0793 


DECIDE, resolve, settle 決心 けっ し 4 determination, resolution, 
decision 


O 決 意 けっ ぃ resolution, determination 0151 
決定 けっ て い decision, settlement, conclusion 
0045 


ケツ 
き ( め る ) 00) き ( ま る ) AY ぁ け っ undecided, to be determined 0271 


OO 決める きめ る decide, fix, settle 


Here the surface pierced by 夫 is that of water ( Y ). Picture a lifeguard diving right into the 
center of the water with firm resolve and DECISIVENESS to rescue a drowning swimmer. The 
meaning is suggested more by the sharp piercing of the box shape in 天 than by the idea of 
center. 








PLEASANT, comfortable, quick 〇 快楽 か いら < pleasure, enjoyment 0302 
快感 か いか ん agreeable sensation, comfort 
0327 





カイ 不快 な ふか いな unpleasant, disagreeable 0049 
ここ ろ よ ( い ) 快走 か そう fastrunning, fastsailing .0140 


OWES ここ ろ ょ よく cheerfully, comfortably; gladly, 
willingly 








ing quick by associating quick, unobstructed motion with PLEASURE and comfort (see V4). 








, "DISTINGUISHED | 英明 な えい めい な intelligent, wise 0024 
ーー に た 2ENGLAND ?英国 ぇ いこ < England, Great Britain, the UE oss 
4 | る 英語 ぇ い ご English 0222 

‘ エイ 3 英会話 みい ゎ English conversation 
0226, 0053 

2 和英 ゎ ぇ い Japanese-English [dictionary, 
Nanslation; eic.]. mene 0236 








| 0332 | That grass (-**- )-covered isle at the center of the world (or at least its time zones): ENGLAND. 

wh 140| Because X is mostly used in reference to the English language, we base the mnemonic on 
ENGLAND, though this character's connection with ENGLAND is purely phonetic. Its original 
meaning is DISTINGUISHED. 


1925 
常 8 115 











LINE UP place in a row; average, 並立 へ いり っ standing abreast 0057 


ordinary O 疹 行 へ いこ 3 parallel, going side by side; 
occurring together... ee 0055 


— OM な ぁみ の ordinary, average, mediocre 








I ヘイ 

な み な ( み ) な ら ( べ る ) な ら (3) 並木 な みき row oftrees, roadside trees . 0028 

な ら ( び に ) 並べ る な ら 5 ペ る [vt] line up, place in order; 
enumerate 


0333 | All the strokes in are LINED UP in parallel sets. The meaning extends to average and 
— 1* | ordinary, from the idea of being in LINE with the standard. Now would be a good time to go 
"Gur. | back and look over ji 0200. 


yj 
1936 
常 | 8 

























‘FLAT: impartial; plain ゆ 平 ら な 道 た いら な みち level road (158 
* CALM 1 公平 こう へ い impartiality, fairness 0089 

CHIA ひ 5L ゃ いん mere clerk 0314.0317 
ヘイ ビョウ m ! 平 年 並み へ いね ん な み normal [average] year 


た い ( ら ) - だ いら ひら ひら - 0117, 0333 
ISEH へ いわ peace 0236 















0334 | Marbles can be used like a spirit level to make sure a surface is FLAT. See 十 as a bookshelf 
and ツ as two marbles that will stop rolling (i.e., become CALM) once the shelf has been 

made completely FLAT. Because 平 can also denote impartiality or fairness, we can also let 
the perfectly balanced shelves suggest the "scales of Justice,” s= 半 0335 





O 半 分 は 4 ぶ SA half 0088 


前 半 ぜん は ん に ぜん ば ん ) first half 0113 
後半 こう は ん second half 0114 


ハン 二 年 半 に ね 4 ん は 4 two anda half years 

な か (ば ) 0003, 0117 
月 半ば に つき な か ば に mid-month 0023 
L| | EE | 
With ^^ coming from above the top of the bookshelf this time, it's easier to see them as two 
karate chops meant to split the shelf in HALF. Compare with 平 , in which there's no space 
for karate-chopping. Train your eyes to recognize marble-balancing FLATNESS in the previous 
entry, and shelf-HALVING karate chops in this one. ex 平 0334 











- HORSE "馬車 ば Le horse-drawn carriage, coach, wagon 
0125 
馬力 ば りき horsepower; energy, effort; cart, 
5 _ | wagon 008 
ps 馬身 ば し 4 horseslength 0060 
» 3» "^ = - 
/ Y NA pee 竹馬 ちく ば に た け う ま ) stilts 0243 
ORE 3 うま ご ゃ stable 0034, 0252 





AHORSE with a long, flowing mane and galloping legs. 





2809 
常 110 




















 SHAKU (30.3 centimeters); measure —R いっ し ゃ く 15shaku 0002 


ORA Lei end-blown bamboo flute (having 
a traditional standard length of 1.8 shaku) 
0010 


シャ ク 尺度 し ゃ < と linear measure; standard ... 0280 














Inside other kanji we shall usually see Ñ as a digger resting his chin on the handle of his 
shovel (54). The independent kanji (standing for the old unit of measure SHAKU, and by 


] extension measure in general) does not appear often, but when it does, we can picture the 


laborer measuring out a length of 30.3 cm between his feet and his shovel. 


EXHAUST, use up ORJ tAus« efforts, assistance .. 0084 
不 尽 sc ん Yours sincerely 0049 

O 尽 くす っ < す use up, exhaust 
ジン | 言い 尽く す いい っ < す tellall exhausta subject 


つっ つくす) (3) SRL) っ (きる ) As 
っ (か す ) 尽き る っ きる be exhausted; come to an end 








STATION O 駅 前 の ぇ きま ぇ の infrontofthestation — 0113 
当 駅 と うえ き this station 0141 
駅 長 ぇ きち ょ う stationmaster .0091 
駅 ビル ぇ き ビ ピル station building 

神戸 駅 こう べ ぇ き Kobe Station 0316, 0248 











Now the digger (JX) is standing behind a horse, waiting for his commuter coach to leave the 
stagecoach STATION (駅 now refers to train STATION). Note from the old form how A is in 
fact shorthand for Œ. 





BIRD ORM ちょ うる い birds, fowl 0310 

- 白鳥 は < ちょ う swan 0076 
ORS と り に < chicken 0216 

チョ ウ 鳥居 と り い torii, Shinto shrine archway .... 0255 

2 や と リ 渡り 鳥 ゎ た り と どり migratory bird 0281 








0340 | Observe a BIRD with a feather (51) sticking up from its head (53-5), and one wing extended 


島 196 





backward (56). It roosts over four hatchlings (58-11), which point their beaks upward in hopes 
of nourishment. ss E 2281 





Aaaa nein O 





118 











[ISLAND り 半 島 は 4 と 3 peninsula 0335 
WAB も じん と う uninhabited island 0048, 0015 











OBB] し まぐ に island nation 0075 
トウ 7 | VES ャ プ と ぅ Cebulsland 
| し ま 広島 ひる し ま Hiroshima (city and prefecture) 
0238 








角度 か < と angle, angular measure, degree 
0280 





|! 三角 きん か < triangle 
! 角 に 切る か くに きる cutinto squares 0086 
四つ角 kore street corner, intersection 0006 
2 ヘラ ジ カ の 角 ヘラ ジ カ の つの horns of amoose 
[elk] 
See 53-7 as the head of an animal, and S1-2 as its HORN. ANGLE, corner, edge, antenna, etc. 

are associated meanings, any of which may apply when we come across 角 as a grapheme 
inside other kanji. Do not confuse 53-7 in this character with 用 0047. «= f& 0528 


















INSECT, worm 成虫 せい ちゅ う imago 0070 


防虫 ぽう ちゅ う insect proof, insect repelling 
0174 


p 一 一 一 一 | 毒虫 と < むし poisonous insect 0133 
a 

むし O 虫 取り も しとり bug catching 0059 
水虫 みず むし athlete's foot 0027 





the bottom, two bulging eyeballs in the middle, and an antenna at the top. As a grapheme in 
other characters, Œ will mean either insect or worm. 


TOUCH; come in contact with O 人 触覚 し ょ っ か < sense of touch 0325 
触角 し ょ っ か < feeler antenna 0342 
感触 か 4 し ょ < (sense of) touch, feeling .. 0327 
ショ ク - 。 | 触れ る ふれ る touch, feel; come into contact with 
ぶ ( れ る ) さわ (る ) 〇 触る さ ゎ る touch, feel 








Etch 触 ? meaning in your memory by imagining what it would feel like to TOUCH this 
insect ( 虫 Ys antenna ( 角 ) with the tip of your finger. TOUCH the tip of your pencil with your 
fingertip as you observe this insects antenna. v AE 2294 




















| TAKE APART | 解体 か いた ぃ dismantling; dissolution; 


dissection 0062 
2 DISSOLVE 
O 分 解す る ぶん か いす る take apart; analyze, 


1 | 3 CLARIFY, solve decompose 0088 
^ カイ ゲ | 解禁 か いき 4 removal ofaban 0312 





と ( く ) と (か す ) と (ける ) 解明 する か い め いす る explain, elucidate 0024 


O 解 ける と ける [vi] come loose, come undone; 
be solved 


L0348 | Horn (£8) + cut JJ) + cattle (44). Our job is to TAKE APART the cattle, and the first step is to 
角 148| cutoff their horn. With this image of dissecting we can associate DISSOLVING, as in liquefying 
a solid, or disbanding a rock group. From there it is not far to the additional meanings solve 
(a problem) and CLARIFY (that which is difficult to understand). 






























独立 と < りつ っ independence, self-reliance — 0067 
1 独身 と < し ん single life; celibacy 0060 
1 独学 と < が < self-study, selFteaching 0099 
1 独り ぼっ ちの ひと り ぼ っ ちの solitary 


加 日 独 に ちと く Japan and Germany, Japanese- 
German 90001 


ALONE, by oneself 





0346)| Picture an insect (#})-infested dog (5) left all ALONE. As a remnant of its use in the obsolete - 
x 94 | kanji transliteration for Germany (Ah, どい つ ) AE is used today in advertising, newspa- 
2B per headlines, etc., as a space-saving sign for Deutschland. A selected list of kanji abbrevia- 






tions for countries and regions appears in Appendix 5. 


0354 | 





店 長 て ん ちょ 5 shop manager 0091 
ご 店員 tava cerk 0317 
書店 し ょ て 4 bookstore 0079 
本 店 ほ ぇ て ん main store, head office 0031 
りお 店 saw shop,yourshop 















0347. See a SHOP clerk (54) standing behind a counter (56-8), with one arm outstretched (55) to 
J^ 53 | display an item of merchandise. A slanting roof(J ) covers the SHOP. 


‘OCCUPY, hold 名 独占 と < せん exclusive possession, monopoly 
? DIVINE "d 


! 国家 独占 こっ か と くせ 4 state monopol 
0075. 0219, 0346 





セン 占め る し ゅ る occupy, hold 
し ( め る ) うら な ( う ) 1 独り 占め ひと り じ め monopoly, exclusive 
DOSS ON oar ERR ER 03 


T う 5 な う divine, tell (someone's) fortune 








gd This open-air shop is perfect for a Japanese fortune- eller, who plies his trade over a small 

- table on the sidewalk. See him reach out not to show you merchandise, but to take your 
hand, in which he'll DIVINE your future. Visualize MI OCCUPY by picturing the diviner holding 
| down a particularly coveted piece of sidewalk along a busy avenue, © P 0254 


1723 | 
常 | 5 








nora Aero 











| POINT, dot O 出 発 点 Le っ ぱっ て ん starting point .. 0038, 0148 





点字 TAL Braille 0098 
で 同点 と うてん tie, draw; tie score 0182 
テン E 点 と 線 て を と せん points and lines 0210 
その 点 に つい て その て ん に つい て onthat 
/ X N N point, in that respect 






0349 Now ignore “fortune-teller” and see the four lines of ww all converging toward a single imagi- 
K 86*| nary POINT at the center of D. 


A 


1793. 
常 19 
1 MILITARY MAN DRE ぶし samurai, warrior 0111 


2 MAN OF LEARNING, professional suffx| ' 武士 道 ぶし と うぅ the way of the warrior 
0111, 0158 


2 名 士 めい し manofdistinction 0269 
2 国士 こ < し distinguished citizen 0075 
| 2 力士 りき し sumo wrestler 0084 
に oe 
0380.| Compare with + 0030 SOIL. In the greater length of the crossing stroke here, see a long 
二 33 | spear held in the hands of a MILITARY MAN, standing on the horizon. Remember: the upper 
stroke is longer in MILITARY MAN (emphasizing the spear), the lower stroke longer in SOIL 
(emphasizing the soil), 士 may also mean MAN OF LEARNING. wr |- 0030 


TRADE, commerce 商工 し ょ うこ ぅ commerce and industry... 0108 
商品 しょう ひん goods, products, commodities 
03 


= : 商店 し ょ 3 て 4 shop, store 
ed O 商 う ぁ き な う sell, tradei 
あき な ( う ) * あき な う Sell, trade In 
商い 中 あきな いち ゅ う Open [store sign].. ..0035 


in which he displays his merchandise (to remember how to write tfj, it helps to think of 
his having four [VU] little boxes [L1] of merchandise). Associate this image with the idea of 
conducting TRADE. 


0351 | Here we observe standing man (32) holding out FJ, which you you can visualize as a wide basket 
[130 





» BUY OB か 3 buy 
買い 手 か いて buyer, customer (046 
O 買 い 物 か いも の shopping; purchases ..... 0172 
パイ 買い 入れ か いい れ purchase, buying. DD39 
か ( う ) 買い 上 げ る か いあ げ る buy, buy up; B 











[0382] m looks like H 0021 laid on its side, but when it appears sideways, it usually means not eye 
R 154| but net. Here the net represents a shopping bag. H in turn represents shopping money, so 
eed they easily suggest BUY. A sample on-yomi compound appears in the next entry. 
0317 


2252 
常 |12| 




















j SELL 









5- バイ - 
J | | う ( る ) う ( れ る ) 














商売 し ょ うば い trade, business, commerce 0351 
売買 ば い ば い buyingand selling, trade — 0352 





売店 ば いて 4 booth, stand; store 0347 
売る うる sell 
売り 切れ ぅ りき れ sellout; sold out 0086 


| 













CONTINUE 






V2 












In the old form Y, we can see a man of learning ( 
implied in 買 BUY, thus indicating SELL (a typical cz 
less intuitive and thus harder for us to learn). Overcome this by seeing 士 hold out merchan- 
dise in “= (recalling 前 0351), which then spreads widely (JL) among the public. 


つづ いく) つづ (ける ) 


[:) at the opposite end of the transaction 


ase of "simplification" rendering a kanji 





ご 続行 そっ こぅ continuation 0055 
続出 する そ < し ゅ っ する appearin succession 
0038 


ji っ づく < [vi] continue, follow, ensue 
手続 き て っ つき procedure formalities — 0044 
話し 続け る は な し っ づけ る keep talking 0053 


















READ 














picture of the threadmonger whose 








ドク トク トウ 
EE) - よ ( み ) 











In the same sense that thread ($) suggests LINE in 線 0210, it can also lend connotations 
of continuity, as it does here. Adding it to the previous entry, we picture a merchant sell- 
ing thread that CONTINUES to reel off the spool interminably. Paint an exaggerated mental 
thread just goes on without end, ws 継 0848 





読者 と < し ゃ reader, subscriber 0107 

読本 と < ほん reader reading book 0031 

"読書 と < し ょ readingabook reading —. 0079 

読む よむ read 

読み 方 よみ か た way of reading; reading (of a 
Chinese character) ooo. 0173 


t 








JOINT, together 















キョ ウ 
と も と も (に ) o 










公共 の こぅ きょう の public, common 0089 
OFM きょう っ ぅ の common, mutual 0159 


共和 国 きょう ゎ こ < republic 0236, 0075 
ご 奈子 共に ほし と る に both mother and child 

(104, 0094 

私 共 ゎ た < し と も [humble] we ... 0m 












For a good image of a JOINT effort, picture 共 
race: their arms are stretched over each other 
together at the waist ($4). Only the outer two | 
eme, we shall often use its secondary meaning together. 


as two people competing ina three-legged 
s shoulders for balance (S1), and they are tied 
egs are visible. When 共 appears as a graph- 


























OFFER, submit Offt 5 きょう する offer submit; supply 


供 米 きょう まい rice delivered to the government 

" 0234 
iz 一 一 一 = くま い rice offered to a god 

ja * 3 d 〇 供え る そなえ る offer(toa n make an offerin 

そ な ( え る ) kb - ど も p * BO B 

O 子 供 こと る child, kid; son, daughter 0094 











0357 | This time, see the two bound-up people ( 共 ) OFFERED as slaves to a man ( ). Imagine the 
A. 9 | people being pushed in from right to left, given as an offering to the man. 


IO 洪水 こう ずい flood, inundation 




















QA. は 


ty こん じゃ < pastand present, yesterday and 
today 0228 


昔話 むか し ば な し legend, old tale 0053 
OXF お お むか し longago 0033 
HA... むか し むか し .… Onceuponatime... 


昔 年 せき ね 4 antiquity, formeryears -0117 
办 、 
T 











Think of a dear companion from FORMER TIMES, pemeps your best friend from childhood. In 


E see a picture of the two of you standing together (J^) arm-in-arm, one day (H) long ago. 
— | The most precise keyword for +F is "FORMER TIMES,” but we'll also give it the simpler tag o/d 
when it appears inside other characters. 








T WINTER 冬至 と うじ winter solstice 0250 

立冬 り っ と 5 first day of winter 0067 

O 科 休み ふゆ ゃ すみ wintervacation 0061 

SW トウ — | 冬 向 き ふゆ むき forwinter 0183 
ふゆ 冬物 ふ ゅ も の winter clothing, winter goods 


T" NR T RNS 0172 


0360 | Under the gable of an angled rooftop (4, introduced at 条 0119) we draw two hanging 
> 15 | icicles to mean WINTER. The easiest way to remember the on-yomi for this and the other 
i season kanji is to learn the four-season compound 4% #2 AKA listed at 秋 0364. Also, see 
the note at Z 1238. es 9X 0361, 18 1676, 尽 0338 














1951 
常 | 5 















COLD | SUP か ん ぁ ちゅ っ midwinter 0035 
防寒 する ぼう か ん する protectfromcold | 0174 

ご 寒気 か 4 き cold, cold weather 0126 

カン さむ け chill 

きむ ( い ) "R^ sv. cold, chilly 

























0361 | icicles in the gable may indicate winter, but icicles inside the house signify true COLD. Under 
“> 40 | *'* roofwe see two people bundled together (4Ẹ), with an extra stroke binding their bodies 

a together for extra warmth, And still two icicles hang between their legs, See note at Z 1238. 

my & 0360, 3€ 2232 












SPRING 来春 らい Lm4 next spring 0274 
春分 U ぁ ん ぶん vernal equinox 0088 
3 青春 tolea bloom of youth 0130 
売春 ゅ ぃ L ぁ 4 prostitution 0353 


YHKA は る ゃ すみ spring vacation 0041 















Au 
は る 




























0362 | Picture the two diagonal strokes as two hands playing the strings of a koto, out in the sunshine 
H 72 | (H) of SPRING after a long winter of practicing indoors. Remember that this koto (7%) has 
. | three strings, as in 三 月 (さん が つ , March), SPRING's first month. 










SUMMER 立夏 Wom first day of summer. . 0067 
夏至 げ し summersolstice 0250 
〇 夏休み な っ ゃ すみ summervacation 0061 

夏向き な っ むき forsummer 0183 


常 夏 と こ な っ everlasting summer 0321 





















| な っ 











This entry looks like 页 0156 (grapheme meaning: head), only with crossed legs (4). Let this 
version's more relaxed position remind you of SUMMER, the season for rest. Now a reminder 
about A: while at the bottom of a kanji it means crossed legs, at the top of a kanji it means 
angled rooftop, as in 冬 above. «= $% 0779, Ei 0156 











AUTUMN 秋分 U ゅ ss ん autumnal equinox Dose 
今秋 こ 4 し ゅ 3 this [next] autumn 0228 
りこ の 秋 zoğ% this[next] autumn 

シュ ウ 春秋 Le じゅ 3 spring and autumn; years, age, 


あき 














ORTA し ゅ ん か し ゅ ぅ とう fourseasons all year 
mund AA sss 0362, 0363, 0360 


0364 | Atthe left, we see a bundled rice sheaf, suggesting the completion of the harvest. At the 
A 115| right, a fire burns the grain stubble to clear the land for next year's planting. The season is 


稳 AUTUMN. 


1054 































an 
^w ‘MAIN 1 主语 し ゅ ご [grammar] subject 0222 





; *LORD, master (YEE ぉ も に mainly, chiefly; mostly 
D [SEA Løta master, proprietor; husband... 0015 
‘ = EL. landlord, landlady 0219 
ぬ し お も ある じ * 2 買い 主 か いぬ し buyer, purchaser 0352 














ーーーー : | - a | — 
0365 | This kanji derives from a drawing of an oil lamp or vigil light burned in reverence to a god (51 
\ 3 | isthe flame). To remember its modern meaning, simply replace “god” with LORD. MAIN is an 
| | associated meaning, as in “the MAIN man." 










LIVE, inhabit O 住 所 Ceba one’s dwelling, address 0249 
住居 be ぅ き ょ house, dwelling, address 0255 
居住 する き ょ C ゅ うす る live, dwell, reside. 0255 


- | どこ に 住ん で いま すか と こ に すん で いま すか 
Where do you live? 


住ま い すま い living; dwelling, house 





ジュ ウ ER 
oD) す ( ま う ) 


















- ず (まい) 











In the next few characters, see = not as "lord" but as the vigil light itself. Here we observe a 
man who has returned to where the vigil light burns for him: the place where he LIVES. Note 
carefully the differences between this kanji and the small bird grapheme (tE). ex FE 0866, 
任 0372 















STATIONED 駐日 ちゅ うに ち stationed in Japan 0001 
駐 英 ちゅ うえ い stationed in England 0332 
ORFS ちゅ うし ゃ する parka car 0125 








駐車 禁止 ちゅ うし ゃ きん し No Parking [sign] 


| チュ ウ 
0125, 0312, 0042 











0967 | Here we see a horse ( 馬 ) tied out in front next to the vigil light (=), indicating that someone 
Æ 187) will be staying for the night. This character refers to the STATIONING of troops or officials. It 
m also refers to the act of parking a car or bicycle, analogous to tying up one's horse. 


t ~ 1 POUR 1 注入 する ちゅ うに ゆ ゅ うす る pourinto, inject 0039 
人 ? CONCENTRATE, pay attention to ざ 注 ぎ 込 む そそ ぎ こ む pourinto, instill 0192 
~» 5 四 注意 ちゅ うい attention, care, advice 0151 
/ ‘ チュ ウ _ 2 注目 ちゅ うぅ も < attention, notice 0021 

y そそ ( ぐ ) 注文 する ちゅ う も ん する order, place an order; 
request 0101 








0368 | Here water(1) is POURED on the flame of the vigil light (Æ). This character also means 
3K 85 | CONCENTRATE, in the sense of POURING all one's attention into (something). 


it 
0287 


常 | 8 


m 











2 AMBITION, aim 9 意志 いし will, volition 0151 
1 志向 し こぅ intention, aim; orientation... 0183 
| | 同志 と うぅ し like-minded person, comrade . 0182 


473 V w Ln ご 志す ここ ろ る さす aim, have an ambition for 
í ここ ろ ざ ( す ) ここ ろ ざ し | 志 を 立て る ここ ろ ざ し を た て る setone'smind on 
(something) «4. avec crm ccce 0067 


0369 | What is AMBITION, other than one's heart LÙ), one's spirit, aiming upward at something? 
心 1| In 志 we have a vivid picture of this very thing, though to take advantage of it we'll have to 
|. | ignore the semantic value of -E this time, and see it as a pointer (or "aimer"). Note that the 

grapheme Œ usually appears at the top, 1: at the bottom or left. 










































1881 | 
常 | 7 
RSHI LbA page ofa magazine 
— 誌上 で し b ょ 3 て inamagazine 0041 
Lr ji Eo ニュ ー ズ ウィ ー ツ し 
tg U y 3 = = ーー Newswee 
, ; w 与 7 日 誌 に っ し diary 0001 
订 地誌 ち し topography, geographical 
| u description i erp 087 
0370 | this character suggests putting down one's aims (3) in words (R), that is, documenting 
3 149 | them. It now mostly refers to periodical documents such as MAGAZINES. ms 記 0427 











1 SERVE 1 仕官 し か 4 entering the government service 
?p0 0290 


の 仕え る つか ぇ る serve (under) 
3 ーー — OHF し こと work, employment, business 0080 
っ か (える) * 仕 方 し か た way, method, means 0173 
^ 仕 手 し て doer; protagonistin a Noh RET 





























| 
0371 | see the ordinary man (f ) at the left SERVING the man of learning (t) at the right. Its primary 
人 9 | on-yomi being z^, 41: was chosen to stand in for the - ま す base of the verb する (DO) in kanji 
compounds such as those in V3-5 (in V3, for example, する 事 becomes 仕事 ) We may thus 
think of the ordinary man DOING something for the man of learning. wx 1T: 0372 












; ‘OFFICE, duty の 任命 に 4 めい appointment, nomination 0232 

: ? ENTRUST, leave (up) to ‘ECE Um に 4 person in charge, head, chief 0365 

1 和 后任 こ 3 に 4 successor, replacement... 0114 

1 Ey 5 | 任せ る まかせ る leave (up) to, entrust with; leave 
r ま か ( せ る ) ま か ( す ) ida 





?任意 D に 4 い の optional, voluntary; arbitrary 
0151 





0372| £ resembles T king but ranks lower: courtier. Picture him as a man of learning ( 士 ) 
人 wearing a special headdress (53 here) to mark his courtly status. This entry shows a man (4 ) 
... | courtier, to whom the king ENTRUSTS certain duties/OFFICES. Compare with the role of the 


woman courtier (see 妊 1845), war {E 0366, 4E 0371 
0038 


常 


























' BRANCH OF IH し て ん branch [office/store] 0347 


? SUPPORT, prop up 2 支出 UL expenditure, disbursement. 0038 
3BE OBSTRUCTED 2 支度 する し た くす る arrange, prepare... 0280 
E [PLA さき える support prop up 

ささ (える ) つか (える ) »0) 3 つか える be blocked, be obstructed 














0373 | Start with MI and M2. These meanings can best be captured by seeing a hand propping up (i.e, 
Æ 65 | SUPPORTING) a BRANCH (see $1-2, which resemble the plant in 先 minus the leaf and roots, as a 
—] small branch). The key is to see the action of supporting or propping up. Also, because X. lends 
the idea of skill to a couple of more complex kanji in which it appears, this image of a hand 
= holding up a branch should also suggest the idea of skillful manipulation. Note that ¥ actually 
1717 | refers to branches of stores, banks, etc.; for those of trees we must use TX 0965. To perceive M3 BE 
常 | 4 | OBSTRUCTED, picture the hand choking the branch, OBSTRUCTING its escape. ws 度 0595, 1% 0965 


COUNTER, against, anti- 














反発 する は ん ぱつ する repulse, repel; oppose 
Mon ME egi eds dade eaae ote cee genni 0148 


反日 は ん に ち anti-Japanese aom 
反する は ん する oppose; act contrary to 
OR そる [vi] bend, warp, lean backward 
反 ら す そら す [vt]bend (backward), warp 













ハン ホン タン 
そ ( る ) そ ( ら す ) 





^ Imagine putting your hand ( X.) against this cliff(J ) and pushing with all your might. No 
matter how hard you push, the cliff COUNTERS your force. As a grapheme inside other char- 
acters, 反 may also mean oppose, opposite, or against. vr RE 0595, 友 0399 


4 
3 
LJ 
ハン 
さか 


Denotes a place where the earth (£) opposes (5C) our forward motion: a SLOPE. A sample 
on-yomi compound appears at 5 1054. 










坂道 さか みち incline, sloping road (158 
O 上 り 坂 の ぼり ざか uphill, upward slope .... 0041 
下り 坂 くだ りさ ざか downhill, downward slope 

.. 0040 














SLOPE O 大 阪 お お さか Osaka (city and prefecture)... 0033 





a 
, ^ 大 阪 府 ぉ ぉ さか ふ Osaka prefecture 0033, 0247 
CO 阪神 は 4 し 4 Osaka and Kobe 0316 
ハン | 阪 大 は 4 だい Osaka University 0033 
きか 


This time our forward motion is opposed (t) by hills ($). This character also means SLOPE, 
but is used today only in the place name 大 阪 (お お さか ), or as an abbreviation for it. 











0243 
常 | 7 | 


















Æ 162| back. 





| 1 COOKED RICE 
2 MEAL 





ハン 
めし 








| 飯店 は ん て ん {high-class} Chinese restaurant; 





り ご 飯 ご は ん boiled rice; meal 

^ 朝飯 あさ めし に ぁ さ は ん ) breakfast 0145 

! AHH ゆう は ん に ゆう めし ) evening meal, supper 
0265 








hotel (in China) .... ..... WT) 
7 飯 を 食う ゅ し を くぅ eat/devourameal — 0288 











RETURN, send hack 





ペン 





0378 | Suggests conveying ( 





‘MISCELLANEOUS 
? MIXED 


か え ( す ) - か え ( す ) か え ( る ) - か え ( る ) 


10377 | The construction “food-against” can easily bring to mind COOKED RICE if we think of rice as 
ft 184| a kind of foil or contrast to the other parts of a meal, giving occasional relief to the palate 
Ar from the spicier flavors. Also, we often physically place other foods against rice in order to 
gh eat them together. Rice being the staple food, 飯 can also mean MEAL 





















返金 へ 4 き 4 repayment 






返信 へ 4 し 4 reply,answer 0063 
返事 へ 4c reply, answer 0080 






OE か ぇ す return, send back 
返る か ぇ る be restored to, return 








a something in the opposite ( 反 ) direction, i.e., RETURNING/sending - 








Wy ソウ 


















m5 ざっ し magazine, journal 0370 
"HEAR 25% miscellaneous trees 0028 
^ 雑 大 地 ぶっ き ょ ち mixed residential quarter 






0255, 0187 
^ 雑 音 ざっ ぉ ん noise; interference, static 0150 
MEA X coarse, rough, crude 
















& 172 





DISORDERED, excessive 





ラン 
み だ ( れ る ) み だ ( す ) 


L0379.] Picture a MISCELLANEOUS MIX of nine (JL) small birds (HE) in a tree Ck), 





L 









Oln Z みだれ る be disordered, be confused; be 
chaotic 


乱雑 54 ざ っ disorder, confusion 0379 
乱用 5 ん よぅ abuse, misuse, misappropriation 
0047 








"反乱 は 454 rebellion, revolt 0374 
乱読 5 ん と < indiscriminate reading 0355 

















1380 | Recall sharp hook (L) from 礼 0313. To remember the meaning DISORDERED, picture a 
€, 5 | rebellious person whose tongue (7) is pierced with a sharp hook. In compounds where it 
means excessive, GL is interchangeable with 32 2030. vs 12 2030 













| 
| 
1 














[sar OF ① 十 前 に すん ぜん に immediately before 0113 


i ? SUN (3.03 cm) 1 一 寸 ちょ っ と alittle bit 0002 
2 いっ すん sun 
3 — — 
NY AY Mi すん ぼう measurements, size; plan... 0139 
* 原寸 4 すん full [actual] size 0208 





0381| At ft 0064 we learned to see J as a man reaching out his arm (ST), carrying a small object 
($3). Here our focus is on the small object, for “F by itself means “A BIT OF" (or, when giving 
a precise measure, SUN [3.03 cm]). When we find sf inside other characters, we'll generally 

| focus in one way or another on the outstretched arm. 


BUDDHIST TEMPLE 古寺 こじ oldtemple 0254 


国分 寺 こ に < ぶん C state-established provincial 
temple 0075, 0088 


— 東大 寺 と うだ いじ Todaiji{temple] . 0032, 0033 
て ら "お寺 sce (Buddhist) temple 
o| 山寺 ゃ まで 5 mountain temple 0037 
0382 | See 寸 as a man carrying a small offering to a certain precinct of and (E). It must be the 
BUDDHIST TEMPLE. 


同時 に と 3b に simultaneously, at the same 

time 0182 
一 時 usu foratime, temporarily; once; one 
0 


o'clock .0002 
ひと と き (= いっ と き ) time, while, moment 
時 代 じ だ い age, era, period; antiquity . .... 0071 
十 时 す 4 じ amoment, a minute 0381 
It is said that in ancient China, TIME was kept by sundials located within the precincts of 
temples, Here then, picture the sun (H) showing the TIME by shining on a temple (=F). 


帯 110 


5 HOLD, have, keep OP £2 hold, have; keep, maintain 
i 所 持 す る し ょ じす る haveaboutone; possess 
0249 
i i 5 = 0 支持 する し じす る support, maintain, back up 
v i 0373 
き も ( つ ) も ( ち ) も (て る ) 金持ち か ね も ち wealthy person 0029 





気持 ち き ぁ る ち feeling, sensation, mood 0126 











0384 F returns us to the image of the man carrying his offering, HOLDING it in his hands. As 
any temple ( 寺 ) might exhort us, let us not go to the temple empty-handed, we must have 
something with us. 














| SPECIAL “特別 の < べつ っ の special, particular; extra- 
ordinary 0090 


特定 の と < て い の specific, particular... 0045 


— 特集 と < し m3 special edition, feature (article) 
トク 0373 


独特 な と < と < な peculiar, unique 0346 
特に と < に particularly, especially 


0385 | for a memorable image of a truly SPECIAL situation, picture a cow (4) walking into the 
+ 93 














temple ( 寺 ) and joining in the worship service. 








WAIT (for), treat 待命 た い め い waiting for orders 
待つ まっ wail 

待ち 合わ せる まち あわ せる wail, meet by 
E = = = appointment 



























2 - ま (も ) IEEE まち あい し っ waitingroom 0227.0259 
信号 待ち し 4 ご うま ち waiting fora traffic light 
! n. "Mi a 
0386 | co()to the temple (SF) and WAIT for the worship service to begin. mw 得 0387, $E 0870 


4 















‘ACQUIRE 
2 GAIN, benefit 






DEFA し ゅ と < くす る acquire, gain: purchase 
y 0059 


“得 意 と < ぃ one’s forte; pride; customer 0151 


* 得 に な る と < に な る bring profit, do (someone) 
goot 


り 得 る ぇ る に 3 る ) acquire, gain; can, be able to 
止む を 得 な い や むき を ぇ な い unavoidable 0042 
日 1392 shows the sun coming up over the horizon and means DAWN. We can thus take the 
present entry as a kanji version of the expression "the early bird catches the worm": one gets 
up at dawn (HL), goes out ( 4 ), reaches out with one's arm (F), and ACQUIRES something 
(得 ), In short, "the dawn goer reaches out and ACQUIRES” ws 待 0386, 獲 1659 












トク 
え ( る ) う ( る ) 



























' 1 ATTEND UPON 近侍 き 4 attendant 0194 

* SAMURAI 侍女 vex lady attendant 0093 

* 犬 侍 wie Ga0y shameless/depraved samurai 

i = ; 0293 
さむ らい 








See a man (1 ) serving in ATTENDANCE at a temple (SF). This image of a man serving is one 
we can easily associate with the second meaning, SAMURAI. 









| 
í 
J 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 




















^ POETRY OMA Lea poet. 0015 
-—9" 时 集 し し ゅ う anthology of poems 0190 
w-— : 詩 的 な し て き な poetic 0169 
A ea E x | 詩 を 作る し を っ < る composeapoem . 0182 
yp n 


0389 | The beauty and expression of religious sentiment found in scripture surely earn it a place in 
= 149| the most sublime literary genre: words (Ñ) of the temple (SF) are POETRY. «sr wk 1693 























' IMMEDIATE 1 即売 そく ぱい spotsale 0353 


1 
| ¥ ? NAMELY, that is 1 即时 そ < じ immediately, promptly 0383 
1 即金 そっ きん immediate cash 0029 
É OF の 即席 そく < せき impromptu; instant 0279 
3 7: (5)* ? (A), 即ち (B) エー)、 す な わ ち (ビー) A, namely [that 
| 






is], B 










Recall |! seal/stamp, introduced back at EN 0231. At the left we find the five-stroke hen form 
of J}, which here reverts to its visual meaning of litle boy (see BR 0282). Picture a little boy 
who likes to stamp things the very instant they are placed before him. As you look at the 
character, imagine placing a piece of paper before the boy and his IMMEDIATELY (BJ) stamp- 
ing it, Learn the second meaning NAMELY by extension from IMMEDIATELY: to say "NAMELY" 
is to say “I will now IMMEDIATELY tell you the specific thing | refer to.” sw [BE 1820, 却 0733 














! JOINT, node 

? SECTION, space; space out, economize 
3SEASON, time 
セッ セ チ ーー 
ふし ぶし 


Ore WS suos nodeljoinllofabamboo 0243 
DHE せっ て ん saving electricity .. 0155 


3 前 の 節 で ま ぇ の せっ で intheformersection 
[stanza] n 


Gi ve season, times; occasion 0383 


3 節分 せっ つぶ ん eve of the beginning of spring, 
closegfWinter 3 s oM 0038 






























From bamboo (47) and immediately (BIJ) we obtain the idea of two SECTIONS of a bamboo 
shoot that are immediately next to each other. The Chinese in fact made this character to 
refer to the JOINTS between bamboo sections, as well as to the SECTIONS themselves. Being 
a good representation of evenly spaced SECTIONS, this came also to signify space out or 
economize, as well as SEASON. But it still refers to JOINTS or nodes, such as the knuckles on 
the fingers that are holding this book, which resemble SECTIONS of bamboo. £s 筋 0392 

















名 筋肉 きん に く muscle, sinews 0216 
1 心筋 し ん きん myocardium, heart muscle... 0056 
2 背筋 せ す じ spinal column 0124 


筋道 すじ みち reason, thread (of an argument), 
coherence; systematic method 015 


2 筋書き すじ が き plot(ofa story), outline; plan 
| | 0079 
This kanji suggests something tough and fibrous like bamboo (^ ) that gives flesh (H) its 
strength (JJ): in short, MUSCLE or sinew. With the image of MUSCLE fibrous tissue we can 
associate the more general idea of THREADLIKE STRUCTURE, such as coherent logic or plot 
(see V4-5), var 節 0391 


! MUSCLE; sinew 
2THREADLIKE STRUCTURE, thread 










キン 
すじ 








































"EQUAL; "and the like," "etc." ツ 平 等 びょう と ぅ equality, impartiality 0334 
* CLASS, grade の 等 し い ひと し い equal, alike 
我 等 ゎ れ 5 we, us 0221 
トウ - UBI eT» TE ぉ さら や コッ プ な ど dishes, 
ひと (し い ) - ら * な ど * glasses, etc 好 
ウー 等 いっ と 3 first dass; first place 0002 

















0393 | Imagine a set of bamboo (^) tablets inside a temple (=), on which is recorded the CLASS/ 
竹 118| grade of each of the monks in training there. One CLASS/grade consists of all the monks 
.. | who are presently at the same level, in other words, who are of EQUAL rank, To interpret 等 
properly, associate EQUAL with the idea of “same grade.” 














EQUAL, even, uniform 均一 な きん いっ な uniform, equal, even.. 0002 












均等 の きん と 5 の equal, uniform 0393 
均質 き ぇ し っ homogeneity 0318 
キン 。 m ーー 均整 きん せい symmetry 0308 
OEH へ いき ん average, mean; equilibrium, 
| balance |... a. 0334 
— = | 











0394 | This is the only character used in Japanese containing this pair of strokes (6-7) beneath ^J. 
+ 32 | Let them suggest a rather crooked equals sign (=), since 均 means EQUAL. The two horizon- 
tal strokes in 土 reinforce the equals sign. T also encourages us to visualize a plot of land 

being leveled out, that is, made “EQUAL,” even, uniform. 















SEASON O 季 節 きせ っ season 
夏季 か き summer, summer season 0363 
四季 し き the fourseasons 0006 
雨季 3% rainy season A154 
季語 き ご season word (in haiku) 0222 













0398 | A is one way to represent rice, Here visualize a baby (3-) rice plant maturing into a fully 
子 39 | grown one (^K) in SEASON. In copying this character, notice how the two graphemes adjust 
. | to fit around/inside each other. Do not confuse with the name-use kanji 李 PLUM, a com- 
mon Chinese and Korean surname. 











COMMIT 





り 委 員 会 いい ん か ぃ committee, commission 
0317.0226 

公安 委員 会 こう あん いい ん か い publicsafe 
commission ......... ...... 0089, 0096, 0317, 0226 


‘ 4 | | 常任 要員 会 bk うに ん いい ん か い standing 
ゆ だ ( ね る ) committee. ............. 0321, 0372, 0317, 0226 
委任 する ぃ に 4 する entrust, delegate, commit 0372 
委ね る ゆだね る entrustto 














































1 HOLE, cave | 穴居 人 けっ き ょ じ ん cave dweller, caveman 
0255, 0015 


= ORF YOR ポタ ン の あな buttonhole 


1 | 穴子 あな ご congereel 0094 
ケッ PUE 
あな 


0397. Visualize a man walking in the pitch-blackness of a cave or other HOLE, holding out his arms | 
穴 114| lest he bump into something. es 7E 0398, 7x 0008 











SKY 青空 garo blue sky 0130 
? AIR ② 空 気 < うき air atmosphere 0126 


3EMPTY ③ 部 屋 を 空け る へ や を あけ る cleararoom 
ラウ — S 0068, 0252 


そら あ (<) あ ( き ) あ (ける ) か ら 3 空手 か 5 て karate; empty hand 0046 
む な ( し い )* すく )* 3 空車 < うし Le ゃ (empty car) for hire 0125 





0398 | Review T. 0108 and 7X 0397. In ZE, we see a worker walking vertiginously along an exposed 
! beam, 100 stories up. He holds his arms out to keep his balance, for all around him is noth- 
ing but EMPTY AIR/SKY. Note that no other kanji in this book has the on-yomi 7 '7. 
ms 穴 0397 


FRIEND OKA ゅ 3 じん friend 

親友 し ん ゅ ぅ close friend 

友好 ゅ ぅ こぅ friendship, amity 
TORRE と も だ ち friend [cf 3i 1475] 
メル 友 メル と も る e-mail friend 





0399) 51-2 (7-) and 53-4 (3) both depict hands (see X 0058 and Afi 0204). 友 thus joins 
又 29 | together two hands in FRIENDSHIP. vs 反 0374 





à HAVE; exist, there is 有名 な ゆう めい な famous; notorious... . 0269 
1 有毒 ゅ 3 ぅ とく poisonous 0133 
0 有無 うむ existence, presence; yes or no . 0048 
| ユウ ウ O 5 ぁ る be, exist; have; take place 
あ ( る ) 有り 得る あり える に あり うる ) possible, likely 0387 








0400 A hand (7), holding a piece of meat (A): hard to beat as an image for the abstract idea 
月 74 HAVE. Also means to exist. 


2576 
常 | 6 




















LEFT | 左 方 kes leftside 0173 


左辺 sna leftside 0195 
左足 ひだ りあ し leftleg 0044 
| サ | 左手 ひだ り て lefthand 0046 
ひだ り OET ひだ り し た lowerleft 0040 




















(401 The kanji for LEFT (Zr) and RIGHT (43) both start with the grapheme for hand (7-). For LEFT, 
T 48 | the most direct solution is to discern a stylized uppercase "1" in the shape at the bottom. 










AJI 3125 rightside 0173 
右辺 5^4 rlghtside 0195 
| 左右 sa rightandleft 0401 

















ウ ユウ | AMAR みぎ か ら 6 ひだ り へ from rightto left; 
みぎ SP 0401 
OHE ぁ ぎ 3 ぅ ぇ upper right 0041 

















Right-handers should have no trouble associating the hand ( ナ ) that brings food to the 

mouth (L1) with their RIGHT hand, Those who eat with their left hand can think of the many 
cultures in which eating with the RIGHT hand is the rule. At this point in the course, | recom- 
mend you study Appendix 4. esr 4 0403 











Od du gem, jewel 0074 
石けん (石鹸 7) せっ けん soap 


一 石 二 鳥 いっ せき に ちょ う killtwo birds with one 


— 一 一 一 stone 0002, 0003, 0340 
セキ シャ ク コク 
5g 小石 こい し pebble, stone 0034 


| 白石 島 し らい し じ ま Shiraishilsland . 0076, 0341 


Easily confused with the previous entry. The difference is in the diagonal stroke, which here 
does not protrude upward, Focus visually on that difference, which separates a drawing of 
.. | & hand from one of a cliff (a variation on J ). In Æ, the undivided horizontal line indicates 
the top of the cliff, the diagonal line ils slope. See 53-5 not as a mouth but as a STONE rolling 
down the cliff. Now go back to the previous entry, train your eyes on the protruding point at 
the th and fix in your memory that without this projection, this is not a hand but a cliff. 

vex 410402 


" 3 YOUNG ご 若年 じゃ くね ん youth, young age 0117 
= O> ゎ か い young, junior 
0107 




























s 若者 ゎ か る の youngperson, youth 
4 ジャ ク ニャ クー — | ÆL を し if, supposing 
bo (v) わか - も (し く は ) も (し )* 若しくは も し < は or, either... or 








‘0404 | Odd jobs like pulling weeds and grass usually fall to the YOUNG. Visualize a YOUNG person 
Wi 1 和 | reaching down with his right (44) hand and pulling up some grass (t+), es 苦 0405 


1928. 
常 | 8 


m 




















1 i | ' SUFFERING, hardship UE <LA pains, efforts, hard work 0056 
dE ? BITTER "dL くる し い hard, painful; straitened 
: 1 親 を 苦し め る お や を くる し め る cause one’s 
parents distress 0276 


7 D-H ps i 
6 くる (し い ) - で ぐる (し い ) くる (し む ) PWR icH (=<) bilter taste 0273 
くる (し め る ) に が ( い ) に が (る ) 2 苦手 に が て weak point, dislike of 0044 











0405 | Enlist y your taste buds to create a vivid sensual i impression from this character: imagine 

D 140| stuffing your mouth with a fistful of old (ți), moldy grass (++), and the tongue-shrinkingly 
BITTER taste it would produce. MI SUFFERING/hardship is an intuitive extension from BIT- 
TER. ex 若 0404 


1932 
T$ 8 | 















| 在 校生 さい こう せい (currently) enrolled student 
0103, 0036 


CE ふ ざ い absence 0049 
-一 一 -一 一 在 日 ざい に ぁ (resident) in Japan 0001 
あ ( る ) 駐在 ちゅ 3 ざい esidence, stay 0367 
ー ブ ル の 上 に 本 が 在 る テー ブル の うえ に ほん 
|. | が ある Thereis a book on the table 0041, 0031 
0406 | Now to 7- hand we add an extra enclosing stroke (53) to mean hold close. 在 shows the 

idea of one's holding close to a specific piece of land (F), to imply BEING or residing in a 
particular place. es 4f- 0407 


BE, reside 





















believe ご 存在 そん ざい existence, being 0406 


EXIST; be aware of, 
生存 する せい ぞ ん す る exist, live, survive , 0036 
共存 きょう そん coexistence 0356 
MA け 存 じ る (= 存 ず る ) そ 4 じ る (FATS) believe; be 
aware of 
存 存 分 に そん ぶん に as much as one likes. — 0088 





0407] This i image ge of a newborn child ( 子 ) held close p )to one's bosom implies EXISTENCE (a 

子 39 | child EXISTS where there was no child before). It also represents the secondary meanings be 
~~] aware of and believe, which we can think of as holding an idea in one's bosom, or having an 
idea EXIST in one's mind. ra 在 0406 


; DRY OTH] か ん ちょう ebbtide 0146 

, ori (し ぉ の ) か ん まん ebband flow, tide 

3 0146, 0179 
E = — ——]| FR か ん て ん drought, dry weather 0270 

ほ ( す ) (UL) 4£(L) ひ ( る ) 若干 じゃ っ か 4 anumberof,some, alittle 0404 


OFF ほす [ld 











0408 See See Fasa asa drying rack with two horizontal poles for hanging the wet laundry up to DRY. 
F 51 | wa ^F 0115, F 0017, Hz 1807 




















$ PUBLISH [om か ん こう publication 0055 

: 週刊 誌 U ゅ うか ん し weekly magazine 0305, 0370 
à | 朝刊 ちょ うか ん morningedition/paper 0145 
カン 夕刊 ゅ うぅ か ん eveningedition/paper . 0265 

未刊 の みか ん の unpublished 0271 


‘D&O | Recall |) cut/slice, seen earlier at 別 0090 and 前 0113. In TU, we thus have dry (F) and 
刀 18 | ui 日) Dry the ink, then cut the pages: PUBLISH, ss 刑 0722, 判 0744 





Mg 

常 | 5 

〇 発汗 する は っ か ん する perspire, sweat 0148 
(FAL か ん けつ sweatand blood 0198 

〇 汗 を か く ぁ せ を か く < sweat, perspire 

| 汗ばむ ぁ せ ば む become slightly sweaty 
FIC ぁ せ だ く で dripping with sweat 





Water ( Ẹ ) dripping down to moisten a dry (F) face: SWEAT. rar 汁 0756 


Ohr き ぉ だ け bamboopole ... .. . 0243 
竹竿 Auxa bamboo pole 0243 


WELE も の ほし ざお polefordrying laundry 
0172, 0408 








1 7 1 ADVANTAGE 1 有 利 态 ゆう りな advantageous, favorable; 


Wofitable. sss 0400 
€ 2PROFIT a... ee 
- 利用 する り よ うす る utilize, make use of .. 8047 
= の 左利き ひな りき き left-handed; heavy drinker 
リ 0401 
さく ) * 利 子 uv. interest 0094 
利く き < work (well), function (properly) i 


| 0412 | Rice (AR) and cut ( I] ) suggest the idea of reaping the PROFITS of one’s labor. Associate MI. 
JJ 18 | ADVANTAGE with M2 PROFIT. 





























à HARM, hinder 有害 な ゆう が いな harmful, pernicious, noxiis 

: : 公害 こう が い environmental pollution. 0089 

EF = 害虫 が いち ゅ う harmful insect 0343 

f 9 利害 り が い interests, what one stands to gain or 

lose 0412 
害する が いす る harm,hinder 


0413 we shall need to distinguish this one from 憲 0417, so it makes sense to focus on L1. Picture 

e» 40 | the mouth consuming a poisonous plant (the same one mother was protecting us from in ER 

— | 0133), and think of the HARM the plant is causing. 一 roof provides a scene for the crime; fill 
out its other details in your imagination, ns 割 0416, 着 1213, 意 0417 





BENEFIT, profit 有益 な ゅ ぅ ぇ き な beneficial; profitable . 0400 
公益 こぅ えき public benefit 0089 
被 虫 えき ちゅ う beneficial insect 0343 
z% ヤク ーー OD 利益 ua き profit, gains; benefit 0412 


り 和 益々 ます ます increasingly 






















Here we are given a vivid image of BENEFIT/profit: four people reach out their hands (S1, $2, 
$4, and S5) to help themselves to something served on a plate (IIL), Note the traditional form, 
which is incorporated into the next entry (learn to recognize the two forms without distinction). 
es dir 0295 







SPILL OVER | 流水 いっ すい inundation 0027 
Ne: OHA あふ れる overflow 
" トイ レ の 水 が 溢 れ た トイ レ の みず が あふ れ た 
Ni fy NN GGG — — —— |  Thetoilet overflowed 0027 
Oy x 
あふ (れる ) こ ぼ ( れ る ) こ ぼ ( す ) tata A こぼれ る be spilled 
溢 す こぼす spill 





1 i DIVIDE, cut, break OMFS ぶん か っ する divide up, partition, 
pli 0088 


* 3 n" sp it POSE CH cce nuca uu Mera osa Es ELDER ea a 
生 ] コッ プ を 割る コッ プ を わる breaka glass 





T 三 割 五 分 きん ゎ り ご ぶ 35% 0004, 0007, 0086 


? 割れ る ゎ れ る [vi] break: be divided; [math] be 
12 わ ( る ) bU b) わ ( れ る ) さ ( く ) divisible 


〇 割く «< spare (time), set aside 


| 0416 | "Harm-cut" ($E plus V) intuitively suggests the idea of breaking something, or DIVIDING 
7] 1B | into pieces something which is whole. vs $ 0413 





am | 


EP 55 








| CONSTITUTION, code of laws (OME けん ぼう constitution, constitutional law 
0139 


zz 合憲 的 ご うけ ん て き constitutional. 0227, 0169 
合憲 性 ご うけ ん せい constitutionality 0227, 0128 


し 
P3 us, 1$ H 
4 Nad YN | VÆ り っ け ん constitutional 0067 





意 政 けん せい constitutional government. 0246 








Now we shall add a figurative meaning to 四 (net): the law. If in English we refer to the laws 
“long arm," here we might think of its “wide net” Below roof (^ ") then we have three sym- 
bols: growing plant (54-7) for prosperity, law for law and order, and heart UÈ) for compas- 
ah and human rights. The roof that protects all three is the CONSTITUTION, ss $& 0438, 
Tr 0413 





1FEATHER ! 羽根 は ね feather, wing; (fan) blade; shuttle- 
0284 


"WING b 
羽化 する うぅ か する growwings, emerge . 0120 


加 羽 音 は お と flapping [whirring] of wings ... 150 
は わ は ね Poe いち わ one bird/rabbit 0002 
三 羽 さん ば three birds/rabbits 0004 








We now meet the pictographic character for WING. S1 and $4 depict the limbs; S2, $3, S5, and 
56 the FEATHERS. Compare with the traditional form, as well as the scaled-down version we 
saw at the top right of Ii 0025. wa 弱 0424 


OMAH &«to the following [next] day 0001 


WE よく ね ん に よく と し ) the following [next] 
year ER 


RIZE ょ <L ゅ ん nextspring 0362 
MAH よく よく じ つ two days after 0001 
翌朝 ょ < ぁ さ the following [next] morning 0145 








Picture the person at the bottom standing up (Z), spreading his wings (3 ) and magically 
flying to THE FOLLOWING time period (for example, 翌年 [よく ね ん , the next year/the fol- 
BA lowing year]). Note the distinct ion in usage from 来年 (らい ね ん ) which means "next year" 
VE | (without "the"). wa 泊 0420, 等 0754, 来 0274 





, à ' LEARN, study 1 学習 が < し ゅ 2 study, learning 0099 
^ ws ? CUSTOM, habit OB U ゅ 5 と < learning, acquirement. . 0387 
Ml '- の 習う #55 learn, study; practice 
シュ ウ ! 習い 事 な らい ご と (cultural) lessons (music, 
D a REIS) AG calligraphy, etc.) practice .. 008 
な ら ( う ) な ら ( い ) 
— 2 常習 wed custom, habit ... Um 








Let white (É) feathers (313) bring to mind an image of a young bird (which hasn't yet 
33 124| developed a mature bird's dark plumage), LEARNING to fly. Note that the most important 
AZ compound using M2 CUSTOM appears at 慣 1912. «s- 翌 0419 

















BOW Orji 55525 archery 0158 
弓なり ゆみ な り arch, curve 


弓 取 り 式 ゅ と UL し き conferment ofthe 
championship bow [in sumo] 0059, 0109 





キュ ウ 








| 0421 | Behold a rather crooked BOW. The taut arch in S3 suggests the taut bowstring drawn back at 
full strength. Note how S3 changes directions three times, rr C. 0426 


! DRAW (toward), pull (back) 引力 wales gravitation 0084 
7REDUCE @ 引 < a< draw, pull, haul, tug; drag, trail 

1 弓 を 引く ゅ ぁ を ひく drawa bow 0421 
イン ーー 1 引き 出し ひき だ し (desk) drawer; withdrawal (of 


U) ひき ) ひ (⑬)-- び ( き ) ひ ( け る ) | _ money) 0038 
3 割り 引き ゎ り の き discount 0416 














STRONG 強大 な きょう だ いな mighty, pareri stone 


Omens 2 きょう ちょ うす る HORE CI stress 0306 
deg ブッ 強引 な ご うい ん な overbearing, coercive .. 0422 
o い 
DE) DEES) つよ ( め る ) 根強い ね づ よ い firmly rooted, deep- anole m 
し (いる ) 





強い る し いる force, compel, press 
| The kanji for STRONG (358) and WEAK (3) are both based on the grapheme for bow (77). 
Thus we should imagine two bows: first, a STRONG bow, made from the hard exoskeleton 


of an insect (44) (take $4-5 A, the katakana for mu, to be a kind of furigana cue for ムシ ) 
... (continued in the next entry) 











OBS be< て ん weak point, ... 
弱肉强食 じゃ くに < きょう し ょ く law of the jungle 
(the strong prey on the weak). ..0214, 0423, 0288 
200/88 に ひゃく に ん じゃ く slightly undertwo 
hundred people 0015 





ジャ ク Ogg^iZ xb timid; weak-spirited; bearish 
よわ ( い ) よわ (る ) よわ (まる ) よわ ( め る ) [stock market] ................. j NENNT. 


EROS ひ を よわ め る turn somite, 








(Continuing from the previous entry)... and second, a WEAK bow, made from a bird's wings 
(33). ver JA 0418 











1WIND 1 强风 きょう ふぅ high wind 0423 


LS | 
j 2MANNER DAAE o か ぜ が よわ まっ た The wind has 
fallen 0424 
TS 2 家 风 か ふう family ways and customs 0219 
か ぜ か ぎ - - か ぜ 9 和風 bad Japanese style 0234 
2E ふぅ し ゅ う manners and customs 0420 














0425 | visualize this as an insect (Œ) taking shelter from strong WINDS under a tent (J |). $3 can be 
風 182| thought of as a strap inside the tent to which the insect holds fast, so as to keep from blowing 
| away. By associating the idea of prevailing winds with prevailing styles or customs, we can 
associate MI WIND with M2 MANNER. Now a word about graphemes. To distinguish J \ from 
— — | JJ, let J Us warped shape and bent lower-right corner suggest the force of the wind outside, 
2991 | In other kanji, } V will signify wind. We shall treat the similar but narrower form JL as a sepa- 
常 | 9 | rate grapheme, meaning tablecloth or table (see, for example, 処 0553 and fiL 1966). 


OBC vz oneself, self, ego 0081 


自己 中 心 じ こ ちゅ うし ん egocentrism 
0081, 0035, 0056 


利己 uc self-interest 0412 

利己 的 uzra self-interested, selfish 0412, 0169 
O 己 を 信じ る お の れ を し ん じ る believe in oneself 
00 











| Visualize as yourSELF in a kneeling position with your head bowed forward—an appropriately 
humble image for referring to oneSELF, Your head is at the upper left, shoulders at the upper 
right, knees at the lower left, and feet at the lower right. When C. appears as a grapheme in 
other kanji, we may interpret it as kneeling self. «x 3 0421 


WRITE DOWN 記者 き L ゃ journalist, reporter; editor 0107 
記事 4 news, article; account 0080 
O 記 入 す る き に ゅ うす る enter fillin (a form). 0039 
伝記 で ん き biography 0223 
し る ( す ) 記す し る す record, write down 











0427 | Here the kneeling self (C2) kneels at a writing desk WRITING DOWN words (È) ina diary, or 
日 記 (に っ き ) ws 計 0370 





' ERA, age の 紀元 き げん era: AD, CE 0136 
? DISCIPLINE, morals 1 纪元 前 き げ ん ぜん BC, BCE 0134, 0113 
D 1 カン ブリ ア 紀 カン プリ ア き Cambrian period 
キ OUR, 5 き public morals 0425 
2 校 紀 こう き school discipline 0103 














‘D428 | Now visualize the kneeling self (©) using rope (#) to restrain himself. Picture the rope 

条 120| looping around the back of the knees (middle of $9) to tie C down good and tight. Let this 
image represent the idea of DISCIPIINE. Associate M2 DISCIPLINE with M1 ERA via the idea 
of sustaining self-restraint over a long period of time. 


1173 
常 19 


m 














4 REFORM, renew 改新 か いし ん renovation, reformation 0275 


! OO 改正 か いせ い revision, amendment 0043 
pe : CLR か いけ ん constitutional revision 0417 
カイ 改め て あら た め て again, over again, anew; 
あら た ( め る ) あら た (まる ) fonat 
年 が 改 ま る と し が あら た まる The new year comes 


around 0117 








(A29 | Here the idea is not maintaining long-term discipline (see last entry), but rather bringing 
about an immediate improvement in one's behavior. The method of se/-improvement is 
rather old-fashioned: taking the rod (AZ) to oneself (L5) in order to REFORM/renew. 


























起立 する きり つ す る stand up, rise 0067 


0 起源 (に 起 原 ) き げ ん origin, beginning 
02 


RISE: arise; occur 


09, 0208 
起点 き て ん starting point 0349 

O 起 きる お きる rise, wake up; occur 

OcA ぉ こる occur, spring up, arise from 








キ 
お (きる ) お (こる ) お (こす ) 






0430 | The action of RISING is implied in this character. On the right, we have the kneeling self. 
4| On the left, we have run GE). To go from kneeling to running, the person must RISE, as à 
sprinter rises from a kneeling position in the starting block. Note that the reading お こる 
sounds very much like its English equivalent occur (see V5), 





OE, せい めい fullname 0269 


改姓 する か いせ いす る changeone'sfamily 
name i 0427 


同姓 と う せ い same surname 0182 
百姓 ひゃく し ょ 3 farmer, peasant 0016 


姓 を 改め る せい を あら た め る change one’s family 
name 0429 


REASON, cause 9 由 来 ゆら 5 い origin, source, cause; history... 0274 


事由 じ ゆ 3 reason, cause, ground 0080 

«e E 9 自由 じゅ ゆう 3 freedom 0081 
= a ay ユイ 不 自由 ふ c ゅ ぅ inconvenience; disability; 

poverty 0049, 0081 


よし 
由 無 き よし な き senseless, meaningless, absurd 
0048 





4 | Let this character represent an image of REASONS/causes (lying in the square at the bottom) 
giving rise to a consequence/effect (the stroke that rises out of this square). ex FA 1521, FH 0315 

















š | ol 9 石油 ws petroleum, oil 0403 


`» 原油 げ 4 ゅ crude oil 0208 
2 ` 
~‘ s オリ ー プ i 沿 オリ ー プ ゆ olive oil 
= Eh 油田 ゅ で ん oilfield 0020 


f gE あぶ ら 大 豆油 だ い ず あ ぶら soybean oil 0033.0161 








0433 | See S6 as OIL spurting up from an oil field. 1 suggests the category liquid. 
水 85 


0303 
^8 


m 


O 油 井 ゅ せい oil well 
ORF て 4 じ ょ 3 ceiling 
OFF いと (water) well 
井上 ぃ の ぅ ぇ Inoue [surname] 
石井 い ぃ しい Ishii [surname] 








0434 A bird's-eye view of a WELL, showing the wooden frame built around it rae 丼 0436 


21 








ENCLOSE OWIM Leat circumference, periphery; 


surroundings -o.ae 0304 
OWE か こむ enclose, surround 
ーー 一 一 一 -J 囲ま れる か こま れる be surrounded 
















イ : vn i 
か こ ( む ) PIG) か こ ( い ) 取り 囲む と か こむ enclose, encircle 0059 
閉 い に 入れ る か こい に いれ る placeinan 
| 
0435 | Now we add an enclosure around the well, to signify ENCLOSE. 





BOWL (of food) 天丼 て ん と ん tempura on rice 0270 
親子 丼 お や こと ん に お や こと ん ぶり ) chicken and 
egg on rice 0276, 0094 
- “FE きゅう と 4 bowlofrice topped with beef 
ドン -0116 
どん ぶり 


FELD と ん ぶり る の rice-bowl dishes 














0436 | Here JF represents the outlines of a square rice bowl, and the central stroke a piece of meat 
7 | or fish laid on top of the rice: BOWL (of food). vs 井 0434 


2945 


党 

















'TOWN SUBSECTION 1 四 丁目 よん ちょ うめ 4-chome, fourth town/ 


i 2 MISCELLANEOUS COUNTER neighborhood subsection 0004, 0021 
2 ラー メン 三 」 ラー メン さん ちょ う three bowls of 
ramen 
SJ EE ed 丁度 ちょ うと just, exactly; as if 0280 











0437 ‘Visualize as a T-shaped intersection of two streets. Indeed, this character is used in the word 

— 1 | for such an intersection: J FR (て いじ ろ : we'll learn 路 at entry 0788). Imagine you are 
looking at an aerial photograph of such an intersection, observing the three TOWN SUB- 
SECTIONS that adjoin there. 














COURTEOUS; peaceful 丁寧 な て いね いな polite, courteous 0437 


丁寧 語 て いね い ご polite language speech] 
0437, 0222 


SEH iv peaceful day 0001 
FE ぁ ん ね い public peace, tranquility .. 0096 











In € try to perceive the sale, sheltered feeling of a COURTEOUS and peaceful social environ- . 
ment: over one's heart (L^), there is a sheltering roof (~); under it, there is the supportive 
safely net (1!) of one's town subsection ( J ). The on reading ネイ is unique in this course. 
vs RA 0417 








TOWN, town section 












OMA ちょ うに ん townsman, tradesman (in Edo perad) 
Dot 









下町 し た まち (downtown) business quarters, old ar 
of Tokyo 040 
前 原町 三 丁目 まえ は 5 ちょ うさ ん ちょ うめ yi 
of Maehara, Section 3 [part of residential address] 
0113, 0208, 0004, 0437 
BET も むろ 5 だ い Muromachi period (Japa- 
nese historical era, approx. 1336-1573) 0253, 0383, 0071 


39| Review J 0437. Here, see H as a map of a TOWN, divided into town subsections, 









, : LAMP 灯火 と 5 か light, lamptight 0026 

n 灯油 £519 kerosene, lamp oil 0433 

) GO 電灯 TALS lamp, electriclight 0155 
トウ 灯光 £525 lamplight 0137 

ひ 灯 を 付け る ひ を っ ける tumonthelight . 0064 











| 0440 | Fire (*) illuminating an intersection (J ): street LAMP. 
火 86 


y 
0730 | 


Em | 











= 


ma 


[Heli 
T^ 


201? 





H 154 








R 154 





GOVERNMENT AGENCY 〇 官庁 か ん ちょ う government office [agency] 0290 


都庁 £625 Tokyo Metropolitan Government 
LN 0244 
府庁 ふぁ ょ ぅ prefectural office (for Osaka-fu and 
チョ ウ Kyoto-fu). esses SEEN M247 
文化 庁 ぶん か ちょ う Agency for Cultural Affairs 
0101, 0120 

法王 庁 ほう お うち ょ う 3 theVatican. —..0139, 0072 


The character for GOVERNMENT AGENCY is written as a shelter (J) built over a town sub- 
section (J ). It symbolizes how the GOVERNMENT AGENCY "covers" or safeguards this portion 
of the city. 














STORE UP, save Offár 5*4 savings, deposit 0029 
貯水 池 ちょ すい ち reservoir 0027, 0188 





This is the first time we've encountered the narrow hen form of A money. See money being 
STORED UP in the town subsection ( J ) depository, with a protecting roof (^7) visible over 
it. 


'EASY 安易 な あん いな easy, easygoing 0096 
2 EXCHANGE ! 易しい ゃ さ し い easy, simple 
*FORTUNE-TELLING 分 か り 易い わか りや すい easy to MT 


x 4 
や さき (し い ) や す ( い )* “交易 こぅ ぇ き trade, commerce 0102 


SE aake fortuneteller 0107 


To distinguish from the grapheme Za (difficult), focus on the lack of a central stroke, which 
makes it EASY for the rays of the sun (H) to reach the woolly mammoth (2). By contrast, in 
易 it is difficult for the sun's rays to reach it, for they must first break through a barrier. As for 
M2 and M3, rather than force these into an overburdened mnemonic, learn these meanings 
through their most fundamental compounds. Thus, for M3 FORTUNE-TELLING, V5 易 者 (えき 
し ゃ , fortune-teller) should be memorized. Postpone learning M2 EXCHANGE until you come 
to its highest-frequency compound at 贸 1169. 


DEIGN TO GIVE, bestow C 賜 金 し きん gratuity, grant 0029 
下賜 する か し する grant, deign to give — 004D 


ON た まわ る deign to give, bestow; be awarded, 
have the honor to receive 


RIY tbun gift, boon 0172 








^Easy (E) money (HY intuitively summarizes the idea of some high authority, such as the 
emperor, DEIGNING TO GIVE or bestowing a grant. vs 贈 1227, 上 用 1985 











PLACE OTH こじ ょ う = こう ば) factory, plant, workshop 
0108 


り 場 所 ば し ょ place, spot, site; space, room. 0249 


出場 する し ゅ っ つじ ょ うす る take part, participate 
ジョ ウ 0038 
ば 場合 ば ぁ い occasion, situation, circumstances, 





case 0227 
駐車 場 esLC ょ 5 parking lot 0967, 0125 


0445) tand(+) + difficult (5): one’s hard-earned PLACE. This is not the first time that 土 has lent 
+ 32 | the sense of a particular area of land (i.e., place), nor will it be the last. 











O 温 湯 お 4 と 3 comfortably hot bathwater 0199 
入湯 に ゅ うと 3 taking a hotbath 0039 
りお 湯 se hotwater 
湯気 ゆ げ steam,vapor 0126 
湯元 ゆる と source ofa hotspring 0136 














O 正 門 せい も 4 main gate, main entrance ... 0043 

部 門 ぶ も ん group, division, section; genus 0068 

門下 生 も ん か せい disciple, pupil .0040, 0036 

モン APT めい も ん NBC estable 
か ど 











SPACE IN BETWEEN, interval 空間 < うか ん space, room 
り 時 間 じ か ん time, period; hour 
长 心间 な が いあ い だ alongtime 
O の 間 に .… の あい だ に inbetween... 


O 間 に 合う ま に ぁ う bein time; answerthe 
purpose; be able to do without 











See the sun (H) shining through the SPACE IN BETWEEN the two leaves of the gate (F). 








O 


CLOSE 閉会 へ いか い cosinga meeting 0226 


閉口 する へ いこ うす る bedumbfounded 
[stumped], be silenced 0019 
閉店 時 間 へ いて ん かん store closing time 
i 0347, 0383, 0448 
(ea) と ざす) し ( め る ) し (まる ) lomes cus [vi& wtlclose 


〇 閉まる し まる [vi] close, be closed 


Focusing on the long diagonal stroke (STI) that distinguishes this character from the others in 
rx T this set, see オ as a kind of crossbar apparatus used to CLOSE the gate (P1). Take some time 
F8 to associate that distinctive diagonal stroke with the idea of CLOSING the gate, vs" PN 1365 











2832 
1 
O 開 会 か いか ぃ opening a meeting 0226 
開閉 する か い へ いす る open and close... 0449 


開発 する か い は っ する develop, open up 0148 
〇 開く vad [vi& vi] open 





1 CONNECT WITH, concern OBI 4-2 か ん する concern, be connected with 
? BARRIER 1 関わ る か か わる be concerned in, affect 

! 関節 か ん せっ joint 0391 
カン 外 关东 か ん と う Kanto district (“east ofthe barrier") 
せき - ぜ き か か (わる ) 0093 


2 大 関 お お ぜ き sumowrestlerof second ABS 
rank 0033 





0451 | Here let us try to perceive CONNECT WITH and BARRIER in the same image. First, see (not 
to be confused with X) as a barricade with two long crossbeams, blocking a gate (F*). Now, 
try also to see the crossbeams as CONNECTING the two sides of the gafe (so that no passable 
space remains between them). mr Bt] 0450 











TE X QUESTION, ask ORM] し っ も 4 question 0318 
学問 が < る ん scholarship, learning 0099 
〇 問う と ぅ ask, question 
YJ モン 問い 合わ せる と いあ わせ る inquire, check; refer 
と ( う ) と ( い ) と ん to... 0227 


〇 問い か ける と いか ける askaquestion 





For the next two kanji, imagine a visitor approaching the gate (F). First, he opens his mouth 
L1 30 | (LT) to ask a QUESTION. 


[5] 


2833 
常 |111 











| HEAR; ask 見 開 けん ぶん experience, observation. (1083 


CO 新聞 し 4 ぶん newspaper 0275 
り 開 く &< hear ask 
プン モン 。 聞き 手 きき て listener, audience 0046 
a(l) き ( こ え ぇ る) 道 を 聞く みち を き < ask the way 0158 


[0453 | (Continuing from the previous entry) After asking the question, the visitor puts forth his ear 
F a (H) to HEAR the answer. 聞 can also mean ask (overlapping with the previous entry). 











9 访问 i564. visit 0452 

訪日 ほう に ち visiting Japan, visit to Japan 0001 

来訪 する らい ほう する visit, call 0274 
ホウ |On ぉ と ずれ る visit, callon 
BEI (HS) た ず ( ね る ) O 訪 ね る ょ た ず ね る visit, callon 


state to another country, so we GG try to perceive BS as a person (77) carrying with him 
words (È) of greeting and warm regard. Remember that the ホウ of ほう も ん (see VI) is the 
only kanji having the phonetic component 77 that is not read ボウ . 


SEND, transmit 返送 する へ ん そう する send back 0378 
O 送 信 そ ぅ し 4 transmission (of a message). 0043 
送別 会 うべ っ か い farewell party. . 0090.0226 
O 送 る ぉ < る send, transmit 
見 送る みお くる seeoff 0083 











0455 | Picking up from 関 0451, we now see the barricades (X) loaded up on the bed of a truck — 
(i )—someone is SENDING them back to the storehouse. X's horizontal lines, pointing in 
one direction toward its origin and in the other direction toward its destination, reinforce 


the idea of transmit. zs 3X 1211 








1TICKET 1 食券 し k っ け ぇ foodticket 0288 
? CERTIFICATE ① 入場 券 に ゅ Ez うけ ん admission ticket 
0039, 0445 
p 1 回 数 券 か いす 3 うけ 4 coupon ticket, carnet 
ケン 0050, 0309 
2 日 銀 上 に ちぎ ん けん BankofJapan bond 
0001, 0283 





04586 | 类 depicts an ancient Chinese tally stick. a split piece of bamboo used for recordkeeping. 
J) 18. L See 53-4 as the stick, and let its other strokes illustrate the act of chiseling notches into it. In 
A= one cuts (7J) a tally stick (3&) into individual TICKETS/CERTIFICATES. Note the traditional 
forms for this and the next four entries. vs 45 0458 








2286 


aid 











1 1WRAP Ot つっ ぉ wrap, pack 


7 ENCOMPASS 1 小 包 こ づ っ ぁ parcel, package 0034 

^ 内包 な い ほう connotation, intension, compre: 

mt ネッ ゥ hension sss 0215 
“yy fe) E 

っ っ ( む ) 包囲 する ほう いす る surround, envelop... 0435 


包丁 ほう ちょ う kitchen knife, carving knife 0437 





- Recall ^J wrap around, first learned at 名 0166. Here ^] and L3 both wrap around each 
other, vividly representing the ideas WRAP and ENCOMPASS. We thus add the grapheme 
meaning wrap/roll up for C., which will be useful in the next two entries, and again later on. 





' ROLL UP, wind D まく rollup; wind 
? VOLUME ! 巻き 込む まき こむ roll(up), wrap; involve, drag 
v 1 关子 本 か 4 す ぼ ん scroll, rolled book 0094, 0031 


9 prp PAS じょう ちゅ う げ か ん setofthree volumes 
ま ( く ) まき ECS) 0041, 0035, 0040 


> 別巻 ペ っ か 4 separate volume, extra issue 0090 


In ancient China, long records were kept on tally sticks (7&) bound with string. To store such 
records, the Chinese simply wound them up into a ROLL—represented here by & (roll 
up). When referring to a bound work, 巻 corresponds to the English “VOLUME” which itself 
derives from the Latin word for “ROLL,” volvere. sw 25 0456 











SPHERE, circle, range 生物 圈 せい ぶっ けん biosphere 0036, 0172 


ORED (っ うし ん ) け 4 ん がい outof range (of 
communication) 0159, 0063, 0266 


共産 園 きょう さん けん the Communist bloc 
0356, 0161 


AAE Lekita national capital region 
0157, 0244 


SPHERE of influence rolling up everything inside it into its range, or the signal range of a 
mobile phone company rolling up a certain area. 








x 1WIN ORFI し ょ うり victory, triumph, win 0412 
2EXCEL 勝者 し ょ 3 し ゃ winner ; 0107 
D-o か っ win, defeat: gain advantage 
ショ ウ ' ! 早い 者 勝ち は や いも の か ち first come, first 
か ( つ ) - が ( ち も ) まさ (る ) served 0143, 0107 





2 勝る まさ る bebetterthan, excel 





0460 | We'll treat the right side as 券 0456 CERTIFICATE, though here it contains JJ, not 7J. See 
J 19 | 腾 as a prize of meat and a victory certificate, awarded together to the person who WINS a 
JA competition (i.e., the person who EXCELS all others). «= 勝 2236, 藤 2235, IË 2237 


0918 


常 |12 














ü WAR, battle, contest 戦線 せ ぇ せん (war) front, battle line . 0210 


wv OPER さ < せ ん tactics, strategy; (military) 
maneuvers 
= ER ぜ っ せ 4 warofwords 0052 
= 決勝 戦 けっ し ょ う せ ん final round match, finals 
いく さ た た か ( う ) 1 つ し よう nal round ma UT 





OR た た か うぅ fight; contest 


| 0461 At the left, see a man with outstretched arms and three sharp projectiles (^) on his head 
X 42 | (EH). He carries the projectiles for attaching to the spear (2%) he holds in front of him, for he 
」 is marching off to WAR. Note the old form, which shows the pattern for those of kanji based 


By on HÉ., 


1590 
常 113 








SINGLE, simple, unit 単身 た ん し ん alone, by oneself, unaccompanied 
0060 


単独 の た ん と < の single, independent, sole, 
lone 0346 


単数 た ん すぅ [grammar] singular 0309 
O 単 に た 4 に merely, simply 
単なる た ん な る mere,simple, sheer 
| 


In the previous entry, 単 carried a spear, and in a later entry (54 1075) he will carry a bow, 
but here he’s reduced to simple, hand-to-hand combat. With no tool for launching his 
sharpened projectiles, his own body is his SINGLE weapon. Take a moment to associate his 
isolation with this character's core concept, SINGLE. ws 32 0601, 県 2087 





SIMPLE O 簡 単 な か ん た ん な simple, easy, light 0462 
簡素 な か ん そ な plain, simple 0132 
簡易 な か ん いな simple, simplified; easy... 0443 
簡明 な か ん めい な terse, concise 0024 








, i os ' PASS BY OWAE wz the past, bygone days 0138 
? EXCEED, over- 2 過半 数 か は 4 ん すう 3 majority, more and 
5 6 0335, 0309 
" wv n Oi sexo err, make a mistake 
+ + . ~ i x $ I à * _ 
" す (ぎる ) - す ぎる ) - す ( ぎ ) す ( ご す ) AS すぎ る [vi] pass by; elapse; exceed, over 
あや ま ( つ ) あや ま ( も ) 過ごす すご こす [vt] pass (time); let pass; overdo 








| 0464. See |) as a tall stack of boxes. Too many boxes have stacked up on the back of this truck (3_), 
x& 162| EXCEEDING the legal limit (i.e., going over or PAST the limit). As a component part of other 
— | kanji, IJ will mean exceed/over-. 














: BONE “A AZO human bone 0015 
白骨 は っ こっ bleached bone, skeleton.. 0076 


骨 化 こっ か ossification 0120 
コッ 背骨 せ ぼ ね backbone, spine 0124 
は ね OBR A ほ ね ぐみ skeleton; framework. _ 0264 





Let 51-4, showing one box shape inside of another, suggest the idea of "inner core.” Beneath 
that, we have ^ coverand 月 flesh, thus giving us “inner core covered by flesh,’ implying 
BONE. The reading ほ ね , which becomes (1372 after vowels, can be associated with the 
English “bone” va» 消 1493 








DAYTIME, midday OMM] ひる ま に ちゅ うか ん ) daytime, day 0448 
Æ は くち ゅ う broad daylight 0076 

Af ちゅ う 3 しょく lunch 0288 

[ORTA ひる ご は 4 lunch 0377 

昼休み ひる や すみ noon recess, lunch ee 


061 
- Review 尺 0337 and 尽 0338. Here, we see a digger (R) leaning on the handle of his 
shovel, taking a break under the hot midday sun: DAYTIME. 


9 夜间 や か 4 night, nighttime 0448 
夜 学 ゃ が < night school 0099 
今夜 こん ゃ tonight, this evening 0228 
TE^ kava nightand day 0466 

OP ょ な か midnight, dead of night 0035 


Here we perceive the idea of NIGHT, first from the fact of the man (f )’s being at home under 
his roof (~, normally “lid”), and next from 4” moon. S8 represents the moon's long, slow 
course across the sky at NIGHT. Reinforce this by writing 58 very slowly when you practice 
writing this character. 


LIQUID 中 液体 えき た い liquid, fluid 

廃液 は い ぇ き waste fluid 

血液 けっ ぇ き blood 

乳液 に ゅ 3 ぇ s milky lotion: latex 




















CAUTION, warn O-F AE E ゅ っ か い (= じ っ か い ) the Ten Command- 
ments 0005 


自戒 する じ か い する admonish oneself 0081 
"y | OD AULA caution, precaution, care 0056 
いま し ( め る ) 戒め る いま し め る caution, warn; take precautions 
自ら 戒め る みず か らい まし め る take precautions, 
| guard against Im 0081 
0469 | 7T looks like + but in fact depicts two hands, here vigilantly wielding a spear (总) to CAU- 
& 62 | TION us against going any farther. ss 械 0474 































"HOW MANY 
2SOME 


! 畿 時 間 い < じ か 4 how many hours 
OH& («5 how many; how old 


2 幾 分 いく ぶん partially, somewhat, in a way 
Aceite NEL C eno Cd 0088 


2 幾 日 も いく < に ちる forsome days, for many days 
001 


0383, 0448 










キ 
いく 。 いく ( つ ) いく ( ら ) 






2 幾ら で も い < ら 5 で も asmany/much as one likes 


Here we observe a man (人) (S8-9) working at a loom. % and 5^, here abbreviating #, show 
the oom vertical threads. A spear (X5) provides the framework. To produce a uniform pat- 
tern, the man must carefully count HOW MANY crosswise threads he weaves in each color. 
The English renders two meanings, but the Japanese word is the same for both, rs 8 0471 





CAPITAL REGION 近畿 地方 きん きち ほう Kinki region (around 


Osaka and Kyoto) ,oo 0194, 0187, 0173 





The /ooms of the capital and the rice fields of the surrounding agricultural districts: CAPITAL 
REGION. Now used exclusively in the place name 21 && (きん き , referring to the region 
around Osaka and Kyoto, the old capital). Note that all four characters in this group are 
pronounced キ , though this entry replaces 人 with H. vs R$ 0470 





ROCKY BEACH OR vA rocky beach, beach 0195 
磯 伝い に いそ づ た い に alongthe beach ...0223 











0472 | 石 /ockandthe cragginess of 5$ together represent ROCKY BEACH. 











五 112 
quy 
名 





‘MACHINE の 機関 きか ん engine, machine; agency, facilities, 
D 





2 NNN ecc am eg ey op 451 
' ARAN 1 机 器 きき machinery and tools, apparatus 0295 
, OPPORTUNITY 2 機体 きた い fuselage, body (of an airplane); 

* machine oo... … 0062 
は た ⑤ ざ 機会 きか い opportunity, occasion 0226 





3 好機 こぅ き favorable opportunity, good chance 








The next two kanji use trees in mechanical devices, hardly to be wondered at given how old 
X 75 | kanji are. In this entry we see a wooden (本 ) loom ($$), representing literally MACHINE, and 
- figuratively OPPORTUNITY. Proving the kanji are not incapable of adapting to new purposes, 
the MACHINE that 機 most often refers to today is the AIRCRAFT. 


MECHANICAL CONTRIVANCE ORB, きか い machine, mechanism D473 


機械 化 きか いか mechanization .. 0473, 0120 
器械 きか い instrument, apparatus, appliance 
0295 





MECHANICAL CONTRIVANCES (i.e., tools and machines) can be dangerous, so they usually 


come with warning labels. With this in mind, it should be easy for you to remember that a 


wooden (ね object with "caution" (IX) written on it isa MECHANICAL CONTRIVANCE. 
rs Ji, 0469 


FLY; leap 


9 飞行 vc» flight, aviation 0055 
飛行 機 ゅ < ぅ き airplane 0055, 0473 

ORE cs fly: leap 

t | | 飛び 上 が る kuara fly up, jump up... 0041 
と ( ぶ ) と (ば す ) - と (ば す ) 飛ば す と ばす [vt] fly; make fly, shoot 











1 "FAMILY, clan; surname 1 源氏 wAU Genji, the Minamoto family/clan 
02 
4 * COURTESY TITLE 
] の 氏神 3 じ が み tutelary deity, patron saint — 0316 
m CRA し めい (full) name 0269 
Re Si SHOVE EG こ か ゎ だ し the late Mr. Kawada 
うじ t 0257, 0022, 0020 


: _ ? 同 氏 と うし the said person, he/she js 

0676| Take 53-4 as an abbreviation for V spear (see 成 0070), and $1-2 as a kind of shelter (cf. 

氏 83 | ) ), representing a home. Together, spear and home suggest the idea of protecting one's 
FAMILY, [X can also be used as a COURTESY TITLE after family names, e 民 0477 


0182 











Sk pp 
an 
rs 























PEOPLE, nation, race 市 民 し みん citizens, townspeople 0205 
2 国民 << ぁ ん people, nation; the people . 0075 
| 民芸 aao folkcraft 0225 

ミン | 民間 みん か ん private citizens; private, unofficial 

た み 0448 

O 自 由 の 民 bi ゅ 3 の た ぁみ afree people 0081, 0432 


0477. Focus on the difference between the top part of this kanji and the top part of the kanji in the 
FE 83 | previous entry, Just as 民 is greater than EX, so too PEOPLE/nation is greater than FAMILY/ 
clan. e E& 0476 











2014 





和紙 bL Japanese paper 0236 
OMKE ょ ぅ し blank form, stationery 0047 
日 刊 紙 に っ か ん し daily newspaper 0001, 0409 
] り 手紙 て が ぁみ letter 0046 
包み 紙 つつみ が み wrapping paper 0457 





PAPER, deriving from fibrous plants, belongs to the thread (X) family ( E&). Like [&, 紙 is 
pronounced シ . But all the kanji that add an extra horizontal line beneath 氏 , which follow 
presently, are pronounced テイ . 民 differs from both groups in having a box shape at the 
top and in being pronounced 3 7. 


低下 する て いか する fall, sink, lower, go down 
0040 


低温 て い ぉ ん low temperature 0199 
=] 一 一 0 最 低 D さい ぃ て ぃ の lowest (196 
O > 
びく ( い ) ひく ( め る ) ひく (まる ) 低い uu low, short [stature]; humble 
低め る ひ < め る lower, bring down 


in use as a stand-alone character. Here it joins with イ to signify LOW, through the idea of 
| "low man; or man at the base. 


RESIST, stand up to 抵当 て いと 3 mortgage, security 0141 
OK たいてい generally, mostly, for the most 
part 003 
テイ - Hn 











0480 | Here picture two stubbornly opposing forces: # pushing hard from left to right, and 氏 
= 64 | digging in and RESISTING from its very foundation. Try to see the mutual RESISTANCE as 
— | the hand pushes up against something that's rooted firmly to its base. The most important 
compound using this character appears at 抗 1639. 


0284 
TÉ 8 











0089 


\ > STATELY RESIDENCE AR こう て ぃ official residence 
à E OBES か 4 て い official residence 0290 
ALE uze private residence 0237 
4 HIRE < っ て ぃ villa, country residence. 0090 
; URRE ゃ まる と し て ぃ Mr. Yamamoto's 


residence 0037, 0031, 0476 








0481| Review 部 0068. Here let foundation ( 氏 ) represent a building foundation, supporting a 
E 163| STATELY RESIDENCE at the edge of town (B), 


BOTTOM, base 海底 か いて い sea bottom 0106 
C 根 底 こん て い root, basis, foundation 0284 


心 の 底 か ら ここ ろ る の そこ か ら 5 from the bottom of 
|  one'sheart 0056 


ONU か ゎ ぞ こ riverbed 0022 
どん 底 と 4 ん そこ rock bottom 














Foundation ( 氏 ) beneath a shelter (J^): BOTTOM. - 


ELA き ょ じ ん giant; great person 0015 
OEK き ょ だ いな huge, gigantic, enormous. 0033 


巨大 分 子 き ょ だ いぶ ん し macromolecule 
0033, 0088, 0094 


巨体 き ょ た い giganticfigure 0062 
巨石 き ょ せ き megalith 0403 











‘| A letter “E with a whopping middle stroke, to signify GIANT. This and the next entry being 
new graphemes, now is a good time to reiterate that you should practice writing every new 
grapheme until you can reproduce it from memory (always follow the established stroke 
order). 





i RETAINER, subject 臣下 LA retainer, subject, vassal 0040 
家 臣 か し ん retainer, vassal 0219 

OER し ん みん subjects 0477 

シン ーー ORF だ いじ 4 minister(of state) 0033 


国土 交通 大 思 こく と こう つう だ いじ ん Minister of 
Land, Infrastructure, and Tourism 
_ 0075, 0030, 0102, 0159 
0484 | Resembling a section of brick wall, EE can symbolize a faithful, unquestioning “brick in the 
E: 131| wall" and thus, by extension, a "loyal servant to one's master": a RETAINER or subject. 























BASE, foundation 基底 き て ぃ base, basis, foundation; [math] 
0482 


base 
基地 きち base 0187 
于 O 基 本 き ほ ん basis, foundation 0031 
も と も と い v LEE デー タ を も と に する basedon 








基づく も と づく < be based on 


0485 | Recall 共 0356: two people bound TOGETHER for a three-legged race. Here we add two straps 

+32 | around their torsos, to imply the idea of binding (we shall postpone learning H's meaning 
as a stand-alone kanji until entry 1757). In the present entry, we need to see the idea of bind- 
ing something to the earth (Œ), for it means BASE or foundation. «x FE 1797, GE 1340 









ぐ 期 間 きか ん term, period 0448 
1 学 期 が っ き schoolterm 0099 
1 时 期 じき time, season 0303 
1 期 限 き げ 4 time limit, term 0282 
期待 する きた いす る expect, anticipate, iane 


| TERM, period 
? EXPECT, anticipate 





















+ 7 






7 m 1 paatai 
0486 | goung( 其 ) to the moon (H) implies "tied to the lunar cycle; representing the idea of a 
月 74 | fixed period or TERM. As for M2, it is precisely the lunar cycle's periodicity that allows us to 


anticipate/EXPECT when it will return. Consider this underpinning relationship as you study 
V5. «s 朝 0145 





〇 毛布 も 35 blanket 0204 
羽毛 ぅ る 3 feathers, plumage, down 0416 
原 毛 げん も う rawwool 0208 

モウ 不毛 の ふる うぅ の barren; infertile 0049 

O 毛 系 けい と woolen yarn, wool 0112 





Carefully note each difference between this kanji and 手 0046. In 毛 see a HAIR so long 
it drags across the floor, F does no such dragging; it is like a clean, vertical karate chop. 
Practice writing these two kanji correctly. 





TAIL 尾灯 びと 3 taillight 0440 
尾行 び こ 3 following, shadowing 0055 
末尾 まっ び end, close 0272 
€ (OE ご び word ending 0222 
お 〇 尾 を 引く お を ひく < leaveatrail 0422 








0488 | We shall generally treat F as door (see 3 0248). Sometimes, though, it will be wise to make 
F 44 | a concession to the etymological meaning buttocks, which is easy enough to see if we visual- 
ize as a leg bent at the knee while seated, with the buttocks at the top. Here see a long 
hairy thing hanging down from the buttocks: a TAIL. 


2635 | 
常 | 7 | 

















| RAISE 〇 体育 た いい < physical training [education] 0062 
1 発育 する は っ いく する grow, develop 0148 
育つ そ だ っ bebroughtup; grow 


" 47 |. JOTA そだて る bring up, raise; cultivate 
そ だ ( つ ) そ だ ( も ) そ だ ( て る ) 育む <e bring up, raise 
は ぐ く ( む ) 














0489| Take 月 as flesh, representing the young flesh of a small child. Above the child is its parent 
W 130| (Z5), reaching down to grab the child and literally RAISE it to adulthood. We see the parent's 
je | head (SI), broad shoulders (S2), and arm extending downward, bent at the elbow (53-4). See 
BL the child being physically lifted upward, or RAISED. 


SHEEP, goat 羊肉 よぅ に < mutton 0216 
O3X::É £543 wool 0497 
O 子 羊 こ ひ っ lamb 0094 


羊 の 数 を 数 える ひつ じ の か ず を か ぞ え る count 
sheep 0309 





Frontal view of a SHEEP' head: at the top are two horns, at the bottom a long muzzle (or the 
Æ 123| beard of its cousin the goat, known in Japanese as 山羊 pe &]). 


' OCEAN OKIE た いよ う 3 ocean 0033 
2 WESTERN, foreign “ 洋 夯 ょ よう が foreign film; Western painting 0176 
③ 洋 風 ょ ぅ ふぅ Western [foreign] style 0425 
ヨウ 12 和洋 ゎ ょ うぅ Japan and the West 0236 
2 洋 式 よう し き Western style 0109 


One normally does not associate sheep with the OCEAN. But if we imagine that for the ancient 
水 85 | Chinese the sheep was not a native animal but one that had been brought from overseas, the 
link between water(¥ ), sheep (=F), and OCEAN is not so hard to remember. 








j FISH Off i rnv fishes 0310 

/ 金魚 きんぎょ goldfish 0029 

| AF に ん ぎょ mermaid, merman 0015 
ギョ O 魚 市 場 うお いち ば fish market 0205, 0445 

/ IYN うお さか な - ざ か な ご 魚屋 さか な や fish shop; fishmonger 0252 





| 0492 ， Visualize as a FISH getting caught: $1-2 show a line and hook, 53-7 the fish's body, 58-11 its 
fi, 195| tail. Note that 51-2 will take a different meaning in other characters we'll learn later, such as 
色 0528 and fi; 0726. 


1825. 
d 1 














1FRESH 1 鮮度 eag (degree of) freshness 0280 
‘ | 2VIVID の 新鮮 な し ん せん な fresh 0275 
2 鮮やか な ぁ ざ や か な vivid, clear; bright 
セン - | 2 鮮明 な せん めい な vivid, clear 0024 
y s あざ (や か ) (IRF sooo. (Non) Korea c $A 
0122, 0145 
0493. One could sa say that the two pictographs shown here are “FRESH’; that is, they are still VIVID, 
| 魚 195 195| lifelike representations of a fish and a sheep's head, unspoiled even after the many centuries 





| that have elapsed since they were first drawn. Also used as a designation for Korea, today 
mainly in the term for North Korea, 北朝 鮮 ( き た ちょ う せ ん ). 

















OFA TA そ せ いす る be revived, be lessees, 
be restored 003 


Ob よみ が える be revived, be resuscitated, be 
restored 





This does the previous entry one better—here the fish is not just fresh, but indeed comes 
back to life. Imagine that the fisherman has stored the fish so well under a pile of grass and 
rice stalks that it actually REVIVES. 





DETAILED O 詳 細 し ょ うさ い details, particulars 0239 

TEL く ゎ し い detailed; complete; knowledge- 
able 

= ~~ 詳し い 話 < くわ ゎ し い は な し detailed account 053 

くわ (し い ) 

















"AUS See the DETAILED correspondence between the left and right sides of this character: $1 
9| with S8-9, $2 with S10, and so forth on down. See how == carefully corresponds with every 
minute feature or DETAIL of Ñ. 


1 4 AUSPICIOUS 0 不祥事 ぶ ふし ょ 3 じ scandal, inauspicious event 
NN 0049, 0080 
. 10 発祥 は っ し ょ う origin; appearance of auspicious 
OB 0148 
3 E ショ ウ 








aaz Here we see a sheep (>) being sacrificed at the altar (%) to propitiate the gods. Because it 
3| was believed to ensure the gods’ favor, the ritual itself came to represent the idea AUSPICIOUS. 














BEAUTIFUL IO 美人 ん beautiful woman 0015 
美化 ww beautification 0120 
美 点 UTA good point 0349 

le O 美 し い ぅ っ < し Lu beautiful 

うっ つく (し い ) 美味 Lu ぉ いし い delicious, good 0273 








= 





-0497 | =F shortens to Œ to accommodate other graphemes below it as we observe in this entry 
Æ 123| and the next one, Remember the meanings of these two kanji based on how they differ. First, 
| 3& (the next entry) is built on 本 tree, rather than X. It also has what can be visualized as a 
board with four bricks piled on top of it (> in the next entry). Containing lumber and a load 
of bricks, the next entry suggests WORK. By contrast, the present entry contains a sheep (=) 
1955 | spreading its legs out in two graceful curves (58-9): BEAUTY. «a 業 0498, Æ 0499 


' WORK |@ 人 間 業 に 4 げん ゎ ぎ workofman . 0015, 0448 
? BUSINESS 1 作业 さき ょ う work, operation 0152 
* INDUSTRY 2 事业 じ ぎ ょ う undertaking, business 0080 
| キョ ッ ゴウ 3 工業 こう ぎょ うぅ industry, manufacturing .— 0108 
bx ③ 産 業 さん 々 ぎょ う industry 0181 








the act of carrying out a task, in the way the tree-based structure supports the load of bricks. 
Once you have assimilated this image of WORK, you can associate it with the extended 
meanings BUSINESS and INDUSTRY. es 3 0497, S£ 0499 


0498 | The previous entry explains how to associate this character with WORK. The trick is to see 
木 75 


' REAL, actual, true ! 実 用 じ っ ょ う practical use, utility 0047 
? FRUIT, bear fruit 事実 じじ っ fact, reality 0080 
! 実に 美しい じ っ に ぅ っ くし い truly beautiful 0497 
ジッ @ みのる bearfruit ripen 

み み の ( る ) 2 木の実 この ぁ nut berry 0028 








Picture ~ as the roof of a granary, and Æ as a pile of FRUIT, accumulating layer by layer 
(54-6) during the harvest, literally the FRUIT of one's labor. Thinking of FRUIT as the realiza- 
tion of one's labor allows us to associate FRUIT with REAL/actual. Note the traditional form. 
var 美 0497, 业 0498, 果 0599 


FOSTER, cultivate, raise to maturity ORPA よう いく する foster, bring up, educate 
0487 


養子 よぅ し foster/adopted child 0094 
[- — | 養成 する よう せい する train, educate, bring up 
iaa 0070 
SER 休養 き ゅ ぁ 2 ょ 3 rest, recuperation, relaxation 0061 
〇 養う や し な うぅ foster raise; raise animals 
0500 | Recalling that Æ is an abbreviated version of Æ sheep and that 和良 0285 shows us an image 


食 184| ofa good boy, visualize in this entry a sheep's raising its good kid. See the sheep spread its 
~ | legs (57-8) protectively over its young, to FOSTER its safe and healthy development. 
































' MODE, manner, way (of doing), style |! 様式 ょ うし き mode, manner; style 0109 


? FORMAL TITLE の 同様 に と ぅ よう 3 に similarly, inthe same way 0182 
1 様子 よう す situation, aspect; appearance; 

ae 一 indication 0094 

xk 1 有 样 HUE condition, state of affairs; sight 0400 
3 田中 様 た な か さま Ms,/Mr. Tanaka. 0020, 0035 














0501 | The right half of this character shows us a way of writing == sheep and 水 water together 
X 75 | with a single vertical stroke (also note that in this version of water, we write its left-hand 
` portion in two separate strokes). It is easy to imagine that the sheep is standing beside a tree 
A ( 术 ) lowering its head to drink from a pond. Think of this as a funny MODE, style, or way 
VASES | of writing sheep and water (this is the only character in the course that has this combined 
0969 | form). V5 illustrates the usage of the second meaning, FORMAL TITLE. 



























SCHEME, project, plan 企図 き と plan, scheme, intention 0298 
企画 きか < plan, project 0176 
O 企 業 き ぎょ う undertaking, enterprise; company 
wx ーー 0498 
pm : 〇 企てる くわ だ て る scheme; undertake, attempt 
くわ だ (て る ) た くら ( み )* RS 
凶行 を 企てる きょう こう を くわ だ て る plan/at- 
tempta terrible crime . 0296, 0055 








0502 | see as a mountain peak, and let 1k suggest a couple of mountain climbers stopping on 
their way to the summit to carefully plan a SCHEME for reaching the top. Associate 止 stop in 
this character with the deliberate, careful planning of a SCHEME or project. 












1 MUSICAL COMPOSITION 
> CURVE 






1 曲调 きょく < ちょう melody, tone 0306 


1 名 曲 めい きょく excellent piece of music, famous 
TUNE ism ce e Nom 0269 


作曲 さっ きょく composition 0152 
②③ 曲線 きょく せん curve, curved line 0210 
②③ 曲がる ま が る [vi] curve; warp; turn 










X237 
ま ( が る ) ま ( げ る ) 












0503 Visualize HH as a pair of notes (53-4) written on a three-line musical staff, representing a 
日 73 | MUSICAL COMPOSITION. Now imagine a tune composed of many notes along this staff, 
— — | a melodious series of CURVES bending now higher, now lower, among the staff's straight lines. 








' STANDARD WORK ! 事典 eTa encyclopedia 0080 
2 CANON, authority 1 字典 UTA Chinese character dictionary... 0098 
"rib zra classics; old book 0254 
テン 2 法典 ほう て 4 code of laws, statute 0139 
2 出典 しゅ っ て 4 authority, source (038 











0504 | Visualize a two-legged bookshelf, containing the STANDARD WORKS or CANON of one's 

A 12 discipline. Practice writing this entry and the previous one in alternation, remembering that 
the character with the two legs is a bookshelf containing the CANON. Note also that in the 
present entry S6 extends out both the left and right sides. 


いう 
e 
oo 





co 

















' RISE TO PROSPERITY, rouse up |! 興起 する こう きす る rise, bein the ascendant; 





: 2 AMUSEMENT, interest fuse 
PRISE こう ぎょ 3 promotionofindustry . 0498 
コッ $45 (ORAM! < に が お こる the country prospers 0075 
ILI a E 3 
> ^N お こ ( る ) お こ ( す ) 興味 きょう み interest 0273 


2A 2 きょう が ある be interesting, alia" 








0505 | See as three entertainers (51-13) performing on a stage (514). 515-16 can be visualized as a 
F1 134| pair of viewers in the audience, or a pair of ramps leading up to the stage. Picture a rousing 
performance, one that excites much interest and AMUSEMENT, and that symbolizes through 
its vigorous movement the idea of RISING TO PROSPERITY. mw 多 0506 


PALANQUIN “PEL みこ し palanquin shrine carried in festivals 
(er. 作 0862] 


MAN こし いれ bridal procession; bride's 
marriage into Ihe groom's home. ........ 0039 


| | 
Easily visualized as a covered litter or PALANQUIN, with 车 to suggest the idea of a carriage. 
Most often used in the words HUSH (V1) and 件 興 (see 御 0862), both read みこ し and 


referring to the "portable shrine" used in Japanese festivals for carrying around a symbolic 
representation of the local tutelary deity. sg 興 0505 








DRAGON 竜神 yeva dragon god, dragon king. . 0316 


ORF り ゅ 2 こ っ keel 0465 
WEZ りょう ぁ 4C Ryoanji[Zen temple in 

one 0096, 0382 

竜巻 た っ まき tornado 0458 











0507 | A mythical monster surfs on a bolt of lighting (cf. 電 0155): behold the DRAGON, Pay s 
BE 212| attention to the traditional form, which is used in fili BASKET (two entries below) and 9% 
RAID/INHERIT (1849). Learn to recognize the new and old forms interchangeably, 


pecial 


‘ WATERFALL 滝川 た き が ゎ rapids 0022 


ナイ アガ ラ の 滝 ナイ アァ ガラ の た き Niagara Falls 


» 


~ Ven! = 
LN 


0508| Now picture the dragon (X) bathing in the water( Y ) of a WATERFALL. 
AK 85 


Swe 
tH 
0607 
常 |13 























" | BASKET, confine (oneself) in O 籠 居 ろ ぅ き ょ living in seclusion, retirement 
Bee 0255 
7 


; 灯籠 と ぅ る 3 garden lantern; hanging lantern 
i | 0440 


t ' ロウ OBRE と りか ご birdcage 0340 
か ご こ ( め る ) こも (る ) OS$2 こる る be confined in, seclude oneself 
引き 籠り ひき こも り ashut-in 0422 





This kanji uses the traditional form for dragon (BB, which was not standardized with the pre- 
vious two entries when it was added to the Joyo list). Close your eyes and imagine catching 

a dragon in a great bamboo (** ) BASKET, and then confining it in that basket for the rest of 
its days. 








| [sign of) THE DRAGON [ORE oxu Yearofthe Dragon 





The character for (sign of) THE DRAGON resembles 長 0091 LONG/CHIEF but adds a beard 
(lower part of S2). We can visualize, then, the long mane and beard often included in Eastern 
depictions of dragons. 竜 0507 is used to refer to the creature; the present entry refers only 
to the Chinese horary or zodiac sign associated with it. ms T 0091 


FARMING O 農 業 の 5 ぎょ う agriculture 0498 
農家 の ぅ か farmhouse, farmer 0219 
農 作 msc land cultivation 0152 


LECK し の うこ うし ょ う wartiors, farmers, 
artisans, and tradesmen [the four classes of 
Fdo-era Japan] 0: 





To perceive the idea of FARMING in this character, imagine that fie dragon has been forced 
into service as a draft animal, seen here plowing crisscrossing furrows in a farm field, which 
we'll represent just this once with H. 








、 98 THICK, concentrated ORE の ぅ と density 0280 
» 濃 化 する の うか する concentrate, condense 
濃 さ こさ depth (of color); thickness, strength 
1 , , 
~ 55 —— [as of coffee] 
/ À Bas Oif X —7 こい スー プ thick soup 
: 個 っ 濃い あぶ 5 っ こい greasy, oily 0433 


0512 | The sight of Y water flowing beside the farming (Je) dragon should call to mind an image of 
K 85 | THICK agricultural runoff, full of muddy sediment and various nutrients, fertilizers, and other 
additives the farmer mixes into it. Picture a THICK, gloppy, concentrated syrup. 























ABUNDANT 豊水 ほう すい abundance of water 0027 

豊満 な ほう まん な plump, corpulent 0179 

豊作 ほ ぅ さく abundant harvest 0152 
; ホウ 豊年 ほ ぅ ぉ ん fruitfulyear 0117 | 
ゆたか り 豊 か な 国 ゆたか な くに rich country 0075 | 








= 


0513. Here we observe a pea (5À.)-sized man canying an ABUNDANT harvest on his back. 
豆 151 





2352. 
#113 


吉日 きち じ っ に きつ じ つ ) lucky day 0001 
OW YE きち E auspicious event 0080 
吉祥 きち じょう に きっ し ょ う ) auspiciousomen 0496 
吉凶 きっ きょう good orill luck, fortune . .0296 
吉田 よし だ Yoshida [surname] 0020 


When we see 士 military man standing on a pedestal as in 77, it will be helpful to see him as 
a particular kind of military man, the 力士 りき し or sumo wrestler. Here we see the cham- 
pion of the tournament, standing on a pedestal (L1) to be honored—this is his LUCKY day. 
Do not confuse with the “earth behind door" combination we saw earlier at 周 0304. 


! STUFF ! 詰め る つめ る stuff, fill, cram 

? REPRIMAND ! 見 詰め る みっ つめる gazeat watch intently.. 0083 
詰まる っ まる be stuffed; be clogged 

キッ VA EU xU constrained feeling, 


つ ( め る ) つ ( め ) - づ ( め ) つ ( ま る ) awkwardness 
2 (5) SWMT きつ も ん する cross-examine, question 
closely |i j 
See the well-upholstered sumo fighter (+) use every gram of his massive weight to STUFF 
these words (Ñ) into the box beneath him. This image of cramming something with words 
also suggests sii s original meaning of REPRIMANDING someone, in the sense of pressing 
them hard with words of criticism or interrogation. 





1 ' 1TIE 1 结束 けっ そく unity, union 0307 
? CONCLUDE "結ぶ むすぶ tie (up), bind 

! 結 う ゅ 3 dress/do one's hair 
テッ ー = [AE けっ ご conclusion, concluding remarks 


1 dii Sh 0222 
/ \ むす ( ぶ ) ゆ ( う ) ゆ ( わ える ) Ü 
③④ 結局 けっ きく afterall, finally, in conclusion 0256 


0516. _Now we are in the sumo wrestler's dressing room, observing his topknot being TIED with 
条 120| thread (%) as he prepares for his match. M2 CONCLUDE is a natural extension from TIE. 

















le irs 1THROW 1 投石 と う せ き throwing stones 0403 

j i | ? SEND IN (to), submit ! 投手 と う L ゅ pitcher 0046 
投げ る な げ る throw, cast, pitch; abandon 

y 7 トウ "MH r5U contribution, letter (from a reader) 

な ( げ る ) AUF) um 

| 投じ る (= 投 ず る )〕 と うじ る に と うず る ) throw, cast, 








| tl | pitch; send in/to; join; invest i 
0517 | Now we meet the grapheme 5 lance, made up of X. hand and JL, whose three sides can 
手 &4 | with some effort be seen as representing the outlines of a lance's shaft, viewed from one end 

UL by itself means tablecloth, but we'll ignore that when it appears inside 52). Thus here we 
see 4 hand THROWING a /ance. SEND IN (to)/submit is a derivative meaning. 











T SERVICE, duty, office(r) | 役所 ゃ <L ょ public{government] office ... 0249 
A j | 人 役員 ゃ < ぃ ん officer, leader, director.. 0317 
/ 役者 ゃ < し ゃ actor, actress 0107 

7 ヤク エキ 役割 ゃ < ゎ り assigning parts; part, role, duty 
1 の 役に立つ ゃ < に た っ beuseful be helpful. 0067 


The construction “lance ($2) + action (4 Y' illustrates the idea of carrying out one’s military 
SERVICE. 
































水流 する すい ぼっ つ す る sink, submerge . 0027 
Hi (5 sunset 0001 
没頭 する ぼっ と うす る beabsorbedin 0152 


ポッ - 没入 する ぼっ に ゅ うす る be immersed 
absorbed in (one's work) .... 0039 


戦没 する せん ぼっ する bekilledinbattle/ 
action Mi 0461 














Visualize the lance (4) SINKING into the water (1). As 没 is one of only two kanji in this 
course with the on reading ボツ (and the other, =h 2036, is much less frequently used), 
one might think of this as the sound of a heavy iron lance forcefully splashing as it falls into 
water. 


SET UP, establish O 設 立 す る せっ りつ する establish, found, setup 
Ad ns 0067 


we ' 


設定 せっ て ぃ establishment, creation, setti 


quam ng 
H^ , Up; setting 0045 
i. ty 私 設 の し せっ の private 0237 
i も う ( け る ) 設問 する せっ も ん する poseaquestion 0452 


り 設 ける も ぅ ける setup, establish 


| 0520. Think of a cavalry battalion, SETTING UP/establishing a formation for battle: 人 lance rep- 
= 149| resents their weaponry and & word represents their tactical discussions. The reading セツ is 
— —1 easily remembered from the English SET UP. 





Em 


alr 














! STEP stage 石段 いし だ 4 stone steps 0403 


ñ 
? Ju 五 段 ご だ 4 fifth grade (as in karate) 0007 
: PRAM だ ん だ ん ば た け terraced fields 0129 
ダン | PE) だ 4 どり program, plan, step, course of 
: | De 0059 
〇 手段 U ゅ た 4 means, way, step 0045 





0521 | E can be seen asa long pole with pegs inserted into it. Here we insert lances (Sz) into the 
Sz 79 | peg holes, to make a series of STEPS for climbing. 


ru O 殺 人 さっ ん murder, homicide 0015 
AR さっ suicide 0081 


RE さっ つがい に せつ が い ) murder, killing, 
[———————— assassination 0413 
yy サイ ty 


Oo u " 
ころ ( す ) - ご ろ ( し ) 灯す ころ す kill, murder 
人 尊し ひと ご る し murder; murderer. 0015 








4¥ 79 | Continuing along these lines, here we can see 7^ as a pair of slash marks violently cut into a 
tree (本) with a Jance (52), KILLING it, «= ŽI} 0523 


TEMPLE |O 名 利 めい さっ famous temple 
TUM こき っ historictemple 


サッ セッ 








0523 Again メ suggests slash marks, now made by a sword ( I] }. Let this symbolize a tree (4)-cutting 
7) 18 | ritual consecrating the construction of a new TEMPLE. An on-yomi compound with セツ 
appears at AB 1410. sar 殺 0522, All 0524 




















A ‘ CLIP, crop 刈り 込む か りこ む prune 0192 
刈り 取る か り と る mow, cut down, reap, harvest 
0059 
M 羊毛 を 刈る よう も う を か る shearsheep 
か (る ) 0490, 0487 
草刈 り < さか り mowing, mower 0144 
刈り 入れ か り い れ harvest 0039 
0524 Sword (1 ) and slash marks (^: let this image suggest a machete or pair of shears, cropping 


JJ 18 | or CLIPPING vegetation. ss 刹 0523 

















164 





PICTURE, painting Ogg ill] か い が pictures, paintings, drawings. 0176 
絵本 ぇ ほん picture book 0031 
A. 絵巻 物 ぇ まき る の picture scroll. 0458, 0172 


; . 24 エ | り 大 和 絵 や ま と ぇ classical Japanese decorative 
/ \ ' painting 0033.0236 
油絵 あぶ 5 ぇ oil painting 0433 


0528 | Review 会 0226 and 合 0227. Here let # thread suggest a canvas, and let 会 meet suggest 
奈 120| combinations of lines and colors painted on it: PICTURE. 1 给 0526 


GAN 
ME 
1233 
常 |12 































1SUPPLY 
? PAY 


M eem | 
沁 
0828 Let this character suggest the idea of “fitting ( 合 ) with threads (#)/ i.e. “outfitting,” and by 


系 120| extension SUPPLYING. When the thing SUPPLIED is wages, the English rendering is PAY (M2). 
var AE 0525, 紹 1106 


! 給油 x03 supply of oil 0433 
1 自給 vawd self-supply, self-support . . 0081 
1 支給 Lew provision, supply; grant 0373 
2 Hf& っ きゅう monthly pay [salary] 0023 
OHS じき w う hourly wage 0383 

















CIRCULAR COMMA PATTERN 





0 三 っ 思 みっ と も ぇ circular pattern of three 
commas; Uhree-sided fight........ 








J^ 


| と も え 








Depicts a CIRCULAR COMMA PATTERN used as a decoration in みこ し (see #2 0506) and 
other Shinto architecture. Iwo of them together look like this: QD. = E 2296 











1 1COLOR, character OF あお いろ に せい し ょ く ) blue 0130 
ZEROS 1 顔色 か お いろ に が ん し ょ く ) complexion, 
/ countenance 
EU. E 特色 と < し ょ く characteristic 0385 
いろ 1 色々 な いろ いろ な various kinds of 


②③ 色っぽ い いる っ ぽい erotic, amorous 











0528] Here E depicts a bent-over body with exposed buttocks, 51-2 suggest engaging in an 
色 


139 EROTIC act with this object. If we also think of it as an "iro-tic" (i.e., colorful) act, we can 
| associate the ideas EROS and COLOR the same way Japanese speakers do. rx 免 1272, 角 
0342, 危 0726 
1748 
常 | 6 




















VOICE | 声調 せい も ちょう tone of voice, style; tone [in 
Chinese phonetics] ...........,.... 0306 


OO 音声 お ん せい voice, sound 0151 


2 
LI 
= ゴー 
7 = = 発声 は っ せい vocalization, utterance 0148 
ギ イ ショ ウ EN . 
こ ぇ c 声明 せい めい declaration 0024 
O 読 者 の 声 と < し ゃ の こ ぇ voice of the reader 


| 0355, 0107 
0529 | Think of F dooras a classroom door, this time with a two-paned window at the top. Though 


£ 33*| the classroom door is shut, the booming VOICE of a lecturing man of learning (E) carries 
ru | over the door (and through the two-paned window), reaching our ears. 








1880 | 
常 | 7 | 















EYEBROW 


EGG 
まゆ 


| An eye( 目 ) with an EYEBROW over it. 







JE] み け 4 brow, glabella 0448 
OHE まゆ げ eyebrows 0487 


眉 を ひそ め る まゆ を ひそ め る knit one’s brows, 
frown 






















! VILLAGE, countryside 
? LEAGUE, BI (about 3.9 kilometers) 


1 里 人 uta. villagers, country folk 
古里 ふる さと hometown, birthplace 0254 
1 里 心 き と こ ころ homesickness 0056 
?一 里 Que) TH 0002 
|@ 千 里 せん り 1000 ri, a great distance 


= = 
Though 田 and 土 are unified in a single central vertical stroke, visualize them separately 
as rice fields and the land adjacent to it, where the VILLAGE is located. Also means LEAGUE/ 
Ri (about 3.9 kilometers), which may be thought of as the typical distance, in former times, 
between one VILLAGE and the next. 






















: ' REASON, logic の 合理 的 な ご うり て き な rational, logical, 
h 
1 ? BASIC PRINCIPLE, law reasonable... 9 0227, 0169 
| Ae 1 理由 り ゆ 3 reason, cause, ground 0432 
) “MANAGE, put in order —  [* REE けん り principle, theory 0208 
w リ 3 代理 人 だ いり に ん representative, agent, proxy 
4 s , 0071, 0015 
|3 整理 する せい りす る putin order, arrange; 

liquidate; retrench … oe 0308 





0532 | The hen form F is an abbreviation of 玉 and signifies gem or round/spherical object. Here 
E 96 | 里 , made up of H and +, refers to land with orderly parallel lines running through it. 
Combined with E, this is meant to suggest the grain of a gemstone, symbolizing REASON, 
logic, and PRINCIPLE, and by extension put in order/MANAGE. uw 埋 0533 

















"ee BURY, be buried 埋設 する まい せつ する PMI Dodero = 

\ IO 埋没 する まい ぼっ する be buried; fall into 
= oblivion 0517 
; H マイ 土 に 埋め る つ ち に うめ る buryinthe ground 0030 
w う ( め る ) う ( ま る ) う ( も れる ) 生き 埋め いき 3 め being buried alive 0034 
O 理 め 立 て る うめ た て る reclaim, fillin 0067 





0533 The only place where villagers desire to BE BURIED is in the earth (+) of their village (E). 
土 3 | æ F 0532 














"FIELD 1 平野 へ ぃ ゃ plain(s), open field 0334 
2WILD, rustic の 分 時 ぶん ゃ field, sphere, area 0086 
| ② 野 生 ゃ せい wild 0036 
2 野鳥 や ちょ 3 wild fowl, wild bird 0340 
の - | 野党 ゃ と 3 opposition party 0319 


ギヤ 
の 











Review 予 0163. Here see F as a sign posted at the edge of the village (8), pointing in the 
direction of virgin FIELDS. WILD and rustic are cognate meanings. 









HA こ < じ 4 black person 

| 黒海 こっ か い BlackSea 0106 
(Og <an black 

t . コク ーー 黒字 «su the black, surplus 0098 

j YNN くろ くろ ( い ) AR La<4 black and white 0076 















0595 | See » fire burning the village until it is BLACK. 


INDIA INK OKEE すい ぼく が India-inkpainting 0027, 0176 

Sf すみ いろ India-ink color 0528 

OB aa India-ink painting 0525 

X = BETS ぉ すみ っ き certificate, authorization; 
すみ Quo bearing the signature ofthe shogun or 

edallord iiie 0044 











0536 | So-called “INDIA INK" actually comes from the Far East, but may have originally reached 
+ 92 | Europe via India. Its kanji contains earth (E) because it was traditionally manufactured in 
Bg solid blocks, to be dissolved in water at one's desk. Thus black earth was written to suggest 
DS a solidified black pigment: INDIA INK. 


2400 








童心 と うし ん child's mind [heart] 0054 
童顔 と う が ん 4 baby face 0180 


JU 
ovr. 
: | | 童話 と う ゎ nursery tale, fairy tale 0053 
里 ドッ | 学 童 meea schoolchild 0099 
n, 
n 


CHILD 





bor | り 童 の ゎ 5 べ の children's 














0537 | in this and the next entry, see 里 as a person (EH taking on its secondary meaning head). 
Y. 117| Here, picture a CHILD standing (AZ) on a grown-up's shoulders. us 章 1459 


QUANTITY, weigh(t), measure 9 大 量 た いり ょ 3 large quantity, great volume. 0033 
量産 りょう さん mass production 0181 
数 量 すぅ りょう quantity, volume 0309 


量 よ り 質 りょう より し っ quality before quantity 
; 0318 






















リョ ウ 


n は か (る ) 
OZ は か る measure, weigh 








里 166| squashed under a heavy load (thus also suggesting the characters secondary meaning 
weigh(t)). 1 重 0539 
















0 重量 Cp う りょう weight 0538 
1 起 重 机 き b ゅ 3 き crane 0430, 0473 
① 重 い ぉ るい heavy, serious 

Eha か さ ね る [vt] pile up; stack in layers 

2 二 重 の ふた え の (= に じゅ う の ) lu Lr 


‘HEAVY 
? PILE ON TOP OF; layer, -ply; duplicate 














ジュ ウ チョ ウ 
A お も ( い ) お も ( り ) か さ ( ね る ) 
か さ ( な る ) 












layer upon layer), and HEAVY (from the "d 


it of so many lines all piled up). For examples of 
compounds using the チョ ウ reading, see 9 0802, 買 1177, and {H 1718. ca 量 0538, 3E 
1004 





' " MOVE 9 动 < 5-« [vi] move; operate; act 
; 重い 物 を 動か す お る いも の を うごか す move 
= 10 something heavy 0539, 0172 
: O 動 物 と うぶ っ animal _0172 
ドゥ 不 动因 ふと うさ ん immovable property, reat 
: JT) 3 ご (か す ) estate 0049, 0181 


感動 する か ん ど ぅ する be moved, be impressed 
0327 








(54. | To perceive the meaning MOVE in this character, try to see power (JJ) dragging a heavy (Œ) 
3j 19 | weight from left to right. ss 18) 0541, $) 1732, #8 1778 


1583. 
常 |1 

















' 1 WORK 実働 時 間 じっと 3 じ か ん actual working hours 
0499, 0383, 0448 


O 働 く は た 6< work, labor; operate, function 
= 働き 手 は た らき て worker, breadwinner . 0046 


is 共働き と も ば た らき working together; dual 
[ は た らく ) income 0356 





To the last entry We now add イ , to convey the idea of human labor. See イ busily WORKING, 
helping move (h) the heavy weight from left to right. 働 is among the kanji known as 国字 
(こく じ , national characters), which the Japanese created themselves based on the Chinese 
pattern; this is the only one to which they gave a pseudo on-yomi. vs 動 0540 


O 労 働 る ぅ と う (manual) labor, toil 0541 


労働 組合 ろう と どう くみ あい laborunion 
0541, 0264, 0227 


労 役 ろう えき labor, work, toil 0518 
苦労 < る 3 difficulties, hardships, labor 0405 
心労 し ん ろう cares, worries, anxiety 0056 


| To see the meaning LABOR, see ^V as drops of sweat covering (^ ") a plow (JJ). The dripping 
sweat suggests more arduous effort than what we could see in 働 0541, in keeping with the 
secondary meanings found in Halpern, such as "toil" “pains, and "fatigue" Distinguish the 
top of this kanji from the top of “ 0065. 


り 協 力 す る きょう り ょ く する cooperate, collaborate 
0084 


協会 きょう か い association, society 0226 
協調 きょう ちょ う cooperation, harmony 0306 
農協 の 3 きょう agricultural cooperative 0511 
協定 きょう て い agreement, pact 0045 






| 1VARIETY type 了 种 类 し ゅ ぁ い kind, sort, species 0310 
, 4 2SEED 1 一種 の いっ し ゅ の akind of, asort of 0002 
1 この 種 の この し ゅ o thiskind of 
en m 2 種子 し ゅ し seed, pit 0094 
2 た ね ③ 話 の 種 な な し の た ね source of conversation 





0544 A SEED is the heaviest (if) part of a sheaf of grain (Fi), As a SEED can be thought of as the 
X 115| extract or essence of an individual species, this character has also come to express the idea of 
~ | VARIETY or type. 


128 - 
常 114 














| 1 SUB- 
: | *PHONETIC [a] 


c | 





了 





Wi fi あし ゅ subspecies 0544 
PAME アジ ァ Asia 0239 
VRH と 5 ぁ East Asia 0032 


Neatly divided among top, middle, and bottom, with two vertical lines passing between 
them. In this vertical relation we can perceive the relationship between master (51) and 
SUBordinate (S7), mediated by 52-4. Note the traditional forms for this entry and the next 


one. vs* EB 1938 


アク オ 
わる ( い ) わる - あ ( し )* 











悪化 する ぁ っ か する worsen, deteriorate 0120 
ERI ぁ <C ょ うけ ん bad terms 0119, 0118 
UNDE さい あく < the worst 0196 
ロロ 聴い 行い ゎ も るい おこ な い bad/evildeed . 0055 


悪口 わる くち に あっ こう ) slander, abuse, foul 
language 0019 


0546 | The previous entry suggests a thing of subordinate rank. Here this refers to the lower regions 
of one's heart/mind (^C): the BAD part of one's nature. «= 起 1939 


‘IMPORTANT, essential 
* SUMMARIZE 
* REQUIRE, required 


ヨウ 
い ( る ) か な め 





要素 よぅ うそ (essential) element, constituent, 


factor 
"重要 な じゅ う よ う な important, essential, 
principal 
要 石 か な めい し keystone, cornerstone ..— 0403 
要する に よう する に inaword, in short 
ORAS か ね が いる |need/want money; It 
takes money 00 


0547 | = is officially a variant of 西 0795 WEST, but we'll usually see it as a box (or basket) with a 
handle. Distinguish it now from 亚 above. In this entry, imagine that the box is filled with 
IMPORTANT, REQUIRED items, which weigh down this woman { tr). As for M2, to SUMMA- 
RIZE is to provide the IMPORTANT points. mw 2 1455 


"PRICE 
* VALUE 


7 
あたい 








“phy {lll ぶっ か prices (of commodities) 0172 
! 高価 な こぅ うか な expensive, high-priced . 0185 
1 米価 ぺい か price of rice 0234 
? 声 価 せい か reputation, fame 0529 


価 干 人 金 の ぁ た いせ ん きん の priceless, invaluable 
0017, 0029 


0548 | Just this once, we'll see ii as a kind of currency symbol (resembling a dollar sign with two 
人 9 | vertical strokes), which a man (7 ) uses to mark an object's PRICE or VALUE. 














WITHOUT FAIL, must IO 必要 ひっ ょ う need, necessity 0547 
必至 の ひっ し の inevitable necessary .. 0250 
必読 書 ひっ と < しょ required reading 0355.0079 
ヒッ IO 必ず か な ら ず without fail, certainly, necessarily 
か な ら ( ず ) 必ず し も か な ら ず し も notalways, not all 














0549 | Here we find a heart (L^) with a long stroke drawn across it, reminding us of the phrase 
心 61 | “cross your heart and hope to die"—a vow to do something WITHOUT FAIL. Note the stroke 
| order. 














OREBH し ょ 3 めい proof, evidence, verification 0024 
1 证 言 し ょ う げ ん testimony, verbal evidence 0051 


1PROVE: guarantee 
* CERTIFICATE 












1 証人 し ょ うに ん witness, attester 0015 
シシ ay o ] > 証書 し ょ 3 し ょ bond, deed; certificate 0079 


あか (し )* 2 会 员 证 か いい ん し ょ う membership card 
0226, 0317 





DISTORT, strain O76 AH ゎ も いき ょ < distortion 0503 

















ÆJ buwag stress 0084 

OFU watt に い が む ) [vi] war, distort, bend, strain 

ウイ 工 歪め る ゆがめ る に い が め る ) [vi] distort, bend, warp 
ゆ が ( む ) ゆ が ( み ) ゆ が ( め る ) 時 間 の 歪み じ か ん の ひずみ time warp 

UU (0) ひ ず ( み ) いび ぴ つ 0303, 0448 











05 | Not (AS) correct (1E): DISTORTED. 


1SAY NO ! 否定 する ひ て いす る deny, negate 0045 


20R NOT Ox wit rejection, voting down, negation 
OH 0330 
™ = i |? AF りょう 2 ひ good or bad, quality 0285 
ヒ 23415 と 3 ひ rightand wrong, justice; propri 





Sa ety 
RC a e 0079 
uj Q vx や いな や no sooner than...; 
(whether)... or not 


10882. | See the word not" (不 ) emanating from a mouth (L1): SAY NO. s FF 2174 

















DEAL WITH, dispose of ご 処理 する し ょ りす る manage, deal with, dispose 
of; process, treat 0532 


Mi Lasa disposal, measure; punishment 
0088 


処す る し ょ する deal with, dispose of 
処女 LEE ょ virgin, maiden 0093 








0553 | Review 風 0425, where ) し and JL are introduced. Visualize JL as a tablecloth draped over 
JL 16*| a table (we shall identify it with both these objects). Here, we drape a tablecloth over an 
angled rooftop (4) to DEAL WITH a leak. Only in this entry and the next one will angled 
rooftop not appear at the top of the character. Note the old form. 





GROUNDS, basis 拠点 き ょ て ん strongpoint, base 0349 
根拠 こん 4 き ょ grounds, basis, authority 0284 
本 拠 ほん 々 き ょ base, stronghold, headquarters 
| 0031 





O 証 拠 し ょ うこ proof, evidence 0550 
典拠 て 4 き ょ authority 0504 








In English one might use the word "footing" to refer to one's basis. In this kanji, we must 
think of basis not as “footing” but as “handing”: picture a sure and solid hand ( F ) backing 
up the action of dealing with (2L} something. Write this and the last entry in turn, recalling 
that when you add T, you refer to the basis or GROUNDS for dealing with something. 


1PLAN 計画 けい か < plan, project 

? COMPUTE, calculate 1 设计 せっ けい design, plan 

2 会計 かい けい account, finance, bill 
ケイ 合計 ご うけ い sum total, total 

は か (る ) は か ( ら う ) 3 時 計 と けい clock, watch 








Of the number kanji, 十 ten is among those most often appearing inside other kanji. Here 
see it as an instrument for COMPUTING or calculating (by tens) the number of words (È) in a 
document. This character also means PLAN, from the idea of calculating one's actions. 

es 订 1024, &Z 2165, 討 1023 


長針 ちょ うし 4 long[minute] hand 0091 
OF St ほう し ん course, policy, plan 0173 
O 針 金 は り が ね wire 0029 
| STOR は り の ぁ な eye ofaneedle 0397 





























i 1WHOLE, total 1 総計 する そう けい する total, sum up 0555 
] ノ ° 2 GENERAL 総合 する そう ご うす る synthesize, integrate 

10 0227 

一 | 1E 45145 gross weight/volume 0538 


S [vo 
) y b Y 2 総会 そう か い general meeting 0226 
GRADES そう り だ いじ ん prime minister 
0532, 0033, 0404 





0557 | Let Zx public and 心 heart/mind represent two opposite realms: public stance and private 
条 120| feeling. See the thread stretching from top to bottom to tie together both realms, thus unify- 
v 向 ing the WHOLE, or GENERAL totality. 

i 


| 1261 
常 |14 











窓 外 そう が い outside the window 0266 
OR Leza carwindow 0125 

XU 2 ま ど ガ ラス windowpane 

ZER に じゅ うま と double window.. 0003, 0539 


W 
O 窓 口 ま と ぐ ち tellerwindow counter; teller, 
contact 0019 


ust | To get some fresh air to supply your heart UÈ, stick your nose (Z) out through a large hole 
X 116 


(76): a WINDOW. 


弓矢 ゆみ や に きゅう し ) bowandarrow 
OEM ゃ じ る し arrow [mark] 

矢先 ゃ さき arrowhead 

毒 矢 と < や poisoned arrow/dart 

矢野 ゃ の Yano[sumame] 





As in 天 0270 we see the curving strokes pointing up toward heaven, but here an ARROW 
blade (S1) has been added to make sure we fly straight there. A will sometimes mean 
straight when it appears as a component inside other kanji. See note at entries 0565-66. 
vx 天 0270, 失 0563, 朱 0566 








’ KNOW Oši% し る know, be aware of; perceive 
知 的 ち て き intellectual, mental 0169 
周知 の し ゅ うち の known to all 0304 
チ 〇 通知 する っ うち する notify inform 0159 
し (る ) し ( ら せ る ) し (れる ) 知り 合い し りあ い acquaintance 0227 











0580 | Mouth (L) + arrow (FRY: the mouth of a person who KNOWS shoots arrows. Once you've 
A 111| associated the arrow with “KNOWledge,’ try to see the mouth blowing out arrows of true 
KNOWledge. ms 智 1093, 和 0236 


1041, 


常 | 8 

















- ' MEDICINE 1 医学 い が く medical science, medicine... 0099 
1 ? DOCTOR 1 医大 いだい medical college 0033 

1 医薬 い ゃ < medicine, drug 0303 

[4 — ! 医 薬品 ぃ ゃ < ひん pharmaceuticals, medicines 

0303, 0301 

CRE wue doctor 0107 











0561 | Imagine the enclosure is a human thorax. The DOCTOR's job is to reach in and pull out the 
C 23*| arrow (2). Note that the enclosure has been modified to [L from the virtually identical form 
= L, seen in the radical field to the left. The same is true for all the kanji in this course having 
ya this radical. ea FE 1802 

LJ 

2503 


常 | 7 


m 











短刀 た ん と 3 dagger 
OO 短期 た 4 き shortterm 

短気 た 4 き Shorttemper 

短所 た ん し ょ shortcoming, defect 
O 短 い み じ か い short 


1 失業 する し っ ぎょ うす る loseone'sjob 。 0498 
94-5 ぅ し な う lose, miss 

1 見 失う みう し な う lose sight of 0083 
2 失言 し っ げん slip ofthe tongue 0051 


加 失礼 し っ れい rudeness; bad manners; Excuse 
me 0313 








Looks like 矢 0559 ARROW, but here we've SLIPPED (up) and gone too far—right past the 
pearly gates of heaven CK 0270). Like games of guessing in which one is disqualified for 
going over the mark, in writing 失 we automatically LOSE, for our arrow has passed beyond 
the target. See note al entries 0565-66. vx A: 0559, 夫 0565, 朱 0566 








| IRON 鉄工 て っ こぅ ironworker; blacksmith 0108 
鉄骨 て っ こっ steel/iron frame 0465 

〇 鉄道 て っ と ぅ railway l 0158 

地下 鉄 ちか て っ subway 0187, 0040 


鉄 の カー テン て つの カー テン ironcurtain 











ÜBER | IRON is a meta! (4) that readily rusts or oxidizes, which is to Jose ( 失 ) matter in a chemical 
4 167| reaction with oxygen. «= $i 2069 


1527 
常 | 13 

















M 


0567 | 


0568 | 
方 70 





‘HUSBAND ③④ 未 に 代わ っ て お っ と に か わっ て onbehalfofmy 
1 前 夫 ぜん si exhusband 0113 
1 夫人 sb ん wife, married lady, Mrs. 0015 

フ フウ ンド © 2 

お っ と Ride の 35 peasant, plowman 0511 
2 水夫 すい ぶ sailor 0027 








Memorize the reading お っ と and its meaning, HUSBAND. Write otto in cursive roman letters the nor- 
mal way, with a single stroke crossing both t’s, then a special way, writing a single t crossed twice, 
as in Az. Associate this special "double t" with otto, HUSBAND easily suggests M2 MALE LABORER... 
Now a note on differentiating X 0270, 矢 0559, 失 0563, JE 0565, and 朱 0566. The last one 
is unique in having tree. The other variations are a) the presence/absence ofthe pointing arrow 
blade; and b) whether the upward-sloping strokes end at the top stroke or pierce through it. In 
(continued) use 天 0270, 失 0563 


OR し ゅ いる vermilion, Chinese red 
朱 肉 Le に < red ink pad 
AA し ゅ が 4 flushed face 
朱書 する し ゅ し ょ する writeinred 


(Continued)... which we associate with HEAVEN. 矢 adds a pointing ARROW blade to aid our 
course to this desired destination. 失 overshoots the target and thus LOSES. Je has no arrow 
blade so it can be seen as a cursive ^t" crossed twice for doubling, as in otto. JÈ cannot mean 
HEAVEN because the sloping strokes don't end precisely at the top stroke. And as noted above, 
the present entry can be distinguished from A 0559 and ^k: 0563 by its tree grapheme, which 
suggests that its short SI is not a pointing arrow blade but a leaf. Though Japan's fall colors are 
much anticipated, this leaf has not yet (AS) turned VERMILION, us A 0271, ^k: 0559, 失 0563 


STOCK, stub 株 券 か ぶ け ん share [stock] certificate 0456 
PEE か SL stockholder 0365 
株 価 か か stock price 0548 


O 株 式 会 社 か ぶし き が いし ゃ joint stock corpora- 
tion 0109, 0226, 0314 


切り 株 きり か ぶ stump 0086 


The word “STOCK” derives from the Old English stocic), meaning “tree trunk.’ This kanji like- 
wise refers both to corporate shares and to the stump of a tree. Because the exposed inside 
of a tree often has a reddish hue, vermilion ($) tree (#) can suggest a tree trunk cut down to 
a stump or stub. 


O 家 族 か を < family, household 0219 
親族 LAS relative(s) 0276 
民族 みん ぞ < race, people, nation 0477 
アイ ヌ 族 ア ィ ヌ そ < the Ainu (people) 
ロー ラー 族 ロー ラー ぞ < roller-skating devotees 





Here see a person (JF) holding out a rod (^—) with arrows (4) hanging from it. Once you 


have seen the image clearly, associate it with an arrow-wielding tribe or FAMILY. vs 旅 0569 

















TRAVEL | 旅行 ukz5 travel, trip 0055 


ae d 
1 旅馆 り ょ か ん Japanese inn 0291 
0 ° 旅券 eA passport 0456 
リョ | 独り 旅 ひと り た び solitary travel 0346 

た び O 旅 立つ た び だ っ setoffonajourney 0067 





WER) see f as the folds and pleats of a garment, similar to X 0700 GARMENT. Thus here we see 
方 70| a person (Jj) carrying his garments on a journey, neatly illustrating the idea of TRAVEL. 
me 族 0568, 旋 0572 


















1PLAY の 遊楽 ゆう 35< amusement 0302 


2TOUR の 遊ぶ ぁ そ ぶ play 
) 1 遊び 場 あそび ば playground 0445 
25 ユ i 2 遊学 ゅ ぅ が < traveling to study, study abroad 
n re gm er 0099 
GE aupa foreign tour D266 





(0870 Here picture 77 as the child ( 子 )s parent. The two are taking a TOUR on one of those minia- 


æ 162| ture trains that make leisurely loops around amusement parks. The child wears a hat (^) for 
— | the outing. Learn to associate the image with fun and PLAY. 


2709 
常 |112 


















1EXECUTE 1 施政 し せい administration, government. 0246 
1 2BESTOW 1 実施 する じ っ し する carry out, enforce, PE, 
VE bende a o M Lo OE sb p Dae teste 0 
| rs 二 施設 し せっ equipment, facilities ... 0520 
ほど こ ( す ) 〇 施す (ext conduct, perform, execute; 
= bestow, apply 





? 施し ほ と こ し alms, almsgiving 


| 


0571 | Now 77 is a shaman, holding out a scorpion (tH) at the end of his rod (=). Using this talis- " 
Jj 70 | manic creature, he EXECUTES rituals, and BESTOWS blessings. 


\ GYRATE 9 旋回 せん か ぃ evolution, rotation, circling 
0050 
? 
d 旋 転 せん て ん gyration, revolution, rotation 
ーー T 224 


旋風 せん ぷう whirlwind 0425 
周旋 L ゅ ぅ せん good offices, mediation... 0304 











0572 | JE is identical to the right/correct grapheme in 定 except that it looks like it has broken its 
方 70 | “nose.” We'll give this the meaning of broken or deformed. Here see 方 as a showman hold- 
^ | ing out a grotesquely deformed creature at a one-ring circus, GYRATING around the ring in 
rapid circles so that all the spectators can see it. «= Af 0569 


0862 
$T 

















i 5 FLAG QO 国旗 こっ き national flag 0075 

, 旗手 き L ゅ slandard-bearer 0046 
| | 半 旗 は 4 き flagathalf-mast 0335 

J キ [Opete は た いろ situation 0528 

> ^v は た 手旗 て ば た semaphore [hand] flag 0046 


0573 | we learned back at 基 0485 to see 其 as bound. Here see it as a number of stripes bound 
方 70 | together into a FLAG, held from a rod (~) by 方 . 





いり 解放 する か い ほ うす る release, setfree . .0345 
放火 する ほう か する set fireto (026 
放送 ほう そう broadcasting 0455 
ホウ 放す は な す let go, release 
は な ( す ) (っ ) ぱ な (し ) は な ( つ ) ORLO は な っ emit; discharge; release 
は な (れる ) ほう (る ) 





| In the children's game “Prisoner” you must tag the prisoner to turn her loose from the other 
team’s prison. Let 放 represent this image of striking (^C) a person (方 ) to LET her GO. As is 
true wilh the next entry and with some other kanji containing AL strike, it is best to visualize 
At striking the adjoining grapheme. vs 做 1353 


"VIOLENT, intense EL げき せん fierce/hard-fought battle — 0461 


? AROUSE, excite 激動 する げき と うす る shake violently; be 
thrown into turmoil 0540 


ーー ニー ご 1 激化 げき か に げっ か ) intensification, aggrava- 
ゲキ tion 0120 


は げ ば ( し い ) TMC VR, は げ し いか ぜ strong wind 0425 


MRM TS か ん げき する be deeply moved. 0327 


water ( 1 ) (i.e., spraying them with the foamy white water of a water cannon). One sample 
compound illustrating M2 AROUSE/excite is given here; others appear at 刺 0935 and 励 
2037. war BY 1507, fit 1508 


E PASTURE, tend cattle 放牧 する ほう ぼく する pasture, putto grass 0574 

; り 牧 場 ぽく <b ょ う stock farm, pasture 0445 
7 © まき ば pasture, grazing land 

: ポ ク E mM 牧草 ix» pasture, grass 0144 

まき 遊牧 ゆ ぅ ぼく nomadism . 0570 














0576| Depicts striking (AZ) the cattle (4) to make them go out to PASTURE. Remember, the mean- 
4 93 | ing will be easier to recall later if you visualize this action taking place inside the kanji itself, 
rather than merely using the two graphemes as analytical clues. sr 枚 1695 


0776 
常 | 8 














| ! 1RANK 1 地 位 ちい status, social standing, position 0187 
1 ? POSITION の 首位 Lev first place, leading position 0157 
| Ww | 学位 が くい academic degree 0099 
4 ーー | 2 転位 て ん い transposition, displacement 0224 

; くら い ぐら い 2 位 の 低い 人 < らい の ひく いひ と personoflow 
rank 0479 











0577. 4 manand 立 stand suggest “a man's standing"; that is, his RANK, or the POSITION where —- 
A 9 | he stands, ss fii 0069 





号泣 する ご うき ゅ うす る wail, lament 0300 


Rid b か 4 ん きゅう する weep with emotion, be 
moved to tears 0327 


泣く a cry, weep, sob 
潤 き 顔 な き が お tear-stained face 0189 
泣き 声 な き ご ぇ tearful voice, crying 0529 








LAUGH, smile 苦笑 < し ょ 3 forced/strained smile 
〇 笑う pa5 laugh, smile 
笑い 話 ゎ わらい ば な し funnystory 
ショ ウ 笑 む at smile; bloom 
わら ( う ) え ( む わ ) 9 笑颜 えがお smiling face, smile 





With a little effort, this can be seen as the sduinting eyes and split cheeks of a person who 
is LAUGHING or broadly smiling. Note how the first stroke of 天 differs in angle and direc- 
tion from that of 天 0270. Except in the special combinations noted in Appendix 1, slanting 
strokes are always written downward. es $ 1442 








EXCLUSIVELY, entirely OHA せん よう exclusive/private use 0047 
専門 せん る ん specialty, profession … 0447 
専門 家 せん る ん か specialist 0447, 0219 
専売 を ん ば ぃ monopoly 0353 
— " im 専ら 本 を 書い て いる も っ ぱら ほん を か いて いる 
devoting oneself exclusively to writing di 








D580! Recall 本 outstretched arm. See what sits above it (1) as a large cauldron with a mixer 

sk 41 | inserted into it (十 ) we'll refer to this hereafter as a (mixing) cauldron. The idea to perceive 
in this kanji is that this pe outstretched arm is lifting the entire huge cauldron by itself 

ER (i.e., EXCLUSIVELY). v FA 0581, 博 0983 

















| FAVOR, kindness OO 特惠 rote special favor, partiality (385 
知恵 ち ぇ wisdom, intelligence 0560 
VHE ゅ < ぐ む bestow a favor, show kindness to 
ケイ ox His. ゅ ぐみ favor, blessing 


jN 司 AS めぐ ( む ) EMC か ね を めぐ む givealms 0029 





0581| A big cauldron (™) full of heart VÈ) (Le, love) implies kindness or FAVOR. Note the tradi- — 
心 61 | tional forms of this entry and the previous one, which set the pattern for characters based on 


Hi H, vae 専 0580 
ィ ピ ハバ | 

2315 

常 110 

















| LINK, connect 1 连 合 れん ご うぅ combination, union, alliance; 
t : iation 02 
21N SUCCESSION, in a row Es 
x, り 連 れる っ れる take along, bring along 
1 — GENS れん ぞ く < する continue, occurin 
à レン succession 
- つら (な る ) つら (ね る ) つ ( れ る ) - づ ( れ ) | 四 連 勝 よ 4 れ 4 し ょ 3 fourwinsinarow non 
0006, 








〇 連ね る っ ら ね る putinarow, join 


| 0582 ‘Visualize as a flatbed truck (i. .) transporting cars (#2), and imagine the cars lined up IN 
Æ 162| SUCCESSION from front to back on the truck bed, LINKED together from bumper to bumper. 
rar 3 0584 





ARMY, military OWWA ぐん じん soldier, military person. 0015 
軍事 力 caves military force. . 0080, 0084 


軍部 ぐん ぶ military authorities, the maani 
Ü 











空軍 < う ぐ ん airforce 0398 
女性 軍 じ ょ せ い ぐ ん women'steam — 0093, 0128 


1CARRY transport 1 運送 うん そう shipping, transportation . .0455 
2 MOVE 運ぶ は こぶ carry, transport 

3 FORTUNE, fate "s 54245 motion, movement; exercise 0540 
E (0 [Ef ラ うえ めい fortune, fate, destiny 0232 
は こ ( ぶ ) ⑨ 運 が 悪い うん が わる い out of luck 0546 








0584 | The amy( 軍 ) is on the MOVE: a flatbed truck (3...) is CARRYING an armored vehicle towards 
Æ 162) its assigned position. M1 CARRY is associated with M3 FORTUNE/fate via the notion that FOR- 
] TUNE and fate CARRY us along toward our destiny. vs 軍 0583, 連 0582 




















LOTUS 木蓮 る < れん lily magnolia; cucumber tree; 
Magnolia liliflora 0028 

O 日 に ち れ ん [thirteenith- Een foundend 
the Nichiren sect of Buddhism]............. 0001 
レン 蓮池 は すい け lotus pond 0188 
は す は ち す OS OE は す の は な lotus flower 0121 
蓮 の 根 は す の ね lotusroot 0284 














0585 | The LOTUS 1 grows very densely across the surface of water, sometimes obscuring the surface 
yh 140| Of a pond completely, For this reason, we can easily think of a LOTUS pond when we see this 
image of plants (++) linked together in tight succession (31). 


PARTY, corps 軍隊 ぐん た い army, troops 0583 
連隊 れん た い regiment (582 
楽隊 が < た い musical band 0302 

O 部 隊 ぶた い unit, corps, party, squad 0068 
隊 を 組む た い を くむ forma party, line up.. 0264 








Recall the pig grapheme 2 from f 0218. When you see the pig with two strokes added at the 


top (2&), see them as the two straps of a backpack passing over its shoulders, and picture it 
as a specially equipped pig commando. | hills completes the picture of a hillside encampment 
of pig commandos: PARTY/corps. vs: FÉ 2211 


fg b て いじ ょ う presentation. 0041 

進呈 する し ん て いす る proffer, present.. 0191 
O 早 示す る て いじ する exhibit, present 0311 

呈す る て いす る give, present; show, present 


Er 30 | box LT, PRESENTED to the King (CE) by ceremoniously placing it on top of his head! This 
kanji must be compared carefully with 提 1679 PRESENT, which it resembles in both meaning 


and appearance, e= A 1678, 程 0588, 提 1679 








\ : 1EXTENT ざ 程 度 て いと degree, extent, standard 0280 
13 ? ESTABLISHED FORM ! 旅程 り ょ て ぃ itinerary; distance to be ONS 
2 
: ^ - ー| ゆ 程々 ほど ほど moderately 
n ほど - ほ ど 2 工程 > て い process of manufacture, work 
R schedule, amount of work ............ 0... 010 
OS か て い process, course 0464 








0588 | In former times, rice (f) was presented (F) to the king as tribute. For each vassal's tribute 

X 115| there was a fixed measure or EXTENT, as well as an ESTABLISHED FORM and procedure for 
presenting il to the king. Thus let "presenting rice" suggest the carefully measured EXTENT of 
one's rice tribute and the precisely patterned FORM for presenting it, ow 呈 0587, #2 0589 


1100. ` 
常 112 














HOly ⑨ 聖 書 せい し ょ Bible 0079 


! 
, ? SAINT 1 神聖 な し 4 ん せい な holy, sacred, divine 0316 
: 1 オリ ン ピ ッ ク の 聖火 オリ ン ピ ッ ク の せい か 


ーー Olympic ame/torch 0026 


to セイ 
E 2 聖 ペ テロ せい ペテロ SL Peter 
n 


| | — 
“0589 | A wise king (T) turns his ear (X) toward the mouth (L1) of a HOLY man/SAINT. ss FE 0588 
H 128 








_| 

2464. 

常 |13 
(sign of) THE OX OH auet Yearofthe Ox 


0590 | Like 4 0116 CATTLE, the sign of THE OX is pronounced うし . In 3: we view a long-horned 
OX head-on, such that the vertical lines represent both the sides of its body and its legs. Its 
head is lowered, so all we see is its back (upper box), its long horns (53), and its tail sticking 
out at the upper left. $4 is the ground. var 4 0116, 五 0007 





STRING, cord | ltt ひる っ き strings attached, conditional 
0064 
口 紐 < も ひも drawstring [as for closing a bag] 
0019 
組紐 < み ひ も braid 0264 
紐 を 結ぶ ひも を むす ぶ tiea string 0516 











の ① 革 か ゎ ひ る leatherstrap 0591 

1 牛革 ぎゅ うか わ cowhide, oxhide 0116 

2 革新 か < し ん innovation, reform, renovation 
0275 


! LEATHER 
? REFORM, change 







| カク か わ 
名 革命 «bus revolution 0232 


2 改革 か いか < reform, reformation 0429 








1592 | visualize an animal skin converted to LFATHER and stretched out for drying. 51-4 show an 

3& 177| intact head with horns, the box beneath it shows the portion of the skin covering the thorax, 
and the bottom portion of the character shows the skin of the hind limbs and tail. Associate 
M2 REFORM/change with the idea of converting an animal skin into LEATHER. «= 華 1012 


| 
2163 | 


BD 





































"de: m SHOES HHL ぐん か military shoes, combat boots. . 0583 
| | ONE T < っ し た socks, stockings 0040 
ses " 運動 還 うん どう ぐつ sneakers 0584, 0540 

カ SLE < っ ず ぁ shoe polish 0536 
MLA < っ ひも shoelaces 0591 











SUITCASE, bag WFO mizat private secretary, lackey 0384 
Tod あお いか ば ん bluebag — . 0130 


旅行 鞠 り ょ こ うか ば ん traveling case.. 0559, 0055 


















SKIN; leather 皮革 ひか < leather, hides l 0592 
ORLA ひ に < cynicism, sarcasm; irony 0216 
毛皮 wath fur 0487 
牛皮 ぎゅ 3 ひ cowhide, oxhide Dur 


OG OL バナ ナ の か ゎ banana peel 











0595| Recall] cliff. Notice there's an extra serif at the right edge of the cliff here ( 7), which sug- 
gests that the cliff is especially craggy. 53 traces the line of a hands OX. first slide down the 
craggy cliff, a line now marked by a trail of scraped-off SKIN. rar 支 0373, 反 0374 





破 約 は ゃ < breach of contract 0170 
O 破 局 は きょく collapse, catastrophe..... 0256 
読破 する と < は する read through (to the end) 

0355 










Z^ 


や ぶ ( る ) や ぶ ( れ る ) 






囲み を 破る か こみ を や ぶる breakthrougha 
Siege 043 


O 破 れる や ぶれ る be torn; be ruined 




















2 THIRD PERSON PRONOUN, hoyfriend/ 彼 我 ひ が he/sheandl,they and we, both 





2 girlfriend sides 0221 
‘ 彼 等 办 he they 0393 
mc OIER か れ し he; boyfriend 0476 
2n か の 2 彼女 か の b ょ she; girlfriend 0093 











0597 | Because 彼 is used to refer to one's boyfriend or girlfriend, you'll remember it best by linking 
4 60 | its elements (go/act and skin) with a memorable personal story involving your own beau or 
= belle. 


WAVE, undulation 波止場 は と ば wharf, quay 0042, 0445 
波長 は ちょ 3 wavelength 0091 


9 电波 て 4 ば electromagnetic waves, radio 
ーーーーーー デ —— — — ——] | waves 


| ハ eK 
短波 た ん ば shortwave 0562 


な み 
O 波 形 な ぁみ が た wavy shape... 0147 
は けい waveform 











1FRUIT result VRE か じ っ fruit, berry 0499 

2 ACCOMPLISH; come to an end 1 成果 せい か result, fruit, outcome 0070 
の ① 結 果 けっ か result, outcome, consequence 0516 
* 果たす は た す carry out, accomplish 


方 
は た ( す ) - は た ( す ) は (て る ) RTA は て る cometoanend 
- は (て る ) は (で ) 


0599 | visualize this character as a square-shaped cluster of FRUIT (H) growing on a tree (AX). Now 
木 75 | take a few moments to associate this concrete image of FRUIT with the figurative ideas “come 
to FRUITION” result, ACCOMPLISH, and come to an end. rs HE 2121, Fe 0647, Æ 0499 








E E ! ASSIGNMENT, task, lesson 1 人 事 課 じん じ か personnel section. 0015, 0080 
— 7 ASSIGN, impose, levy OE か ぁ ょ う section chief 0091 
J 名 课目 か る < school subject, course 0021 
—" . (000 [ME か て い course, curriculum... 0588 
ua 4 課す る か する impose (a tax or other obligation) 





0600 | The time has come to pick the fruit ($), and a corvée has been levied upon us. See ri as 

= 149| the words of a plantation foreman imposing on us our task, and ASSIGNING each of us to a 

| specific work crew. When ih is used in reference to a course of study, the English rendering 
would not be task but lesson. mw id 2122 


1423. 
常 |15| 

















NEST 巣立つ す だ っ leaveone'snest; become 
independent 0067 


古巣 ふぁ る す old nest, one’s former haunt .0254 
I- Ove % Hi ぁ き す empty nest; sneakthief......0398 
A クモ の 巣 クモ の す spiderweb 

RLS すご も る nest 0509 














ov suggests a few twigs arranged at the top of a fruit (R) tree: a NEST. There are not many 
words using 4's on-yomi, but you can find one at BP 1141 and another at fit 1843. 
ow 単 0462, 草 0602 


お 菓子 ぉ か し confectionery, cake, sweets 0094 
菓子 屋 か し ゃ confectionery shop 0094.0252 


O 和 菓子 ゎ が し Japanese-style confection 
0236, 0094 


O 洋 菓子 よう が し Western-style confection 
0491, 0094 


0602 | With a little processing (namely, adding an herbal garnish ++), fruit (4) becomes CONFEC- 
州 140| TIONERY. « 3 0601 


茶 菓 さか に ちゃ か ) teaand cakes, refreshments 
0502 


DO 茶道 さと う = ちゃ と う ) tea ceremony 0158 
茶の間 beot livingroom 0448 
茶の湯 ちゃ の ゆ teaceremony 0446 
茶色 ちゃ いろ lightbrown 0528 











uw ‘WORLD, public ① 世 の 中 よ の な か the world, society, life .. 0035 
2AGE, generation CHR せ け ん 4 world society; the public, people 

0448 

ges — 1 出世 し ゅ っ せ success in life: promotion 0038 

+ 加 世纪 せい き century 0428 

2 世代 せ だ い generation 0071 

0604 | See SI and S5 as a great celestial Creator, reaching out Its hand (SI) to hold the whole WORLD 

— 1 | (52-4). In this same sense of creator and created, now see S1 and S5 as a parent holding its 





child (S2-4), a vivid image of one generation or AGE begetting the next. In time, the small “L’ 
HF shape at the center (S2 and 54) will replace the large “1” shape below it ($5). 

















1 | LEAF Jj ES ま 4 ょ うぅ しゅう Collection of Myriad 
Leaves|ancient poetry anthology]... 0018, 0198 


isl 葉っぱ は っ ば leaf, foliage 
ーー デー 葉巻 は まき cigar 0458 
っ は り 葉 書 は が き postcard 0079 





言葉 こと ば word, term; wording; language 
0051 





Intuitively suggests the foliage (++) that sprouts forth from a tree (AX) in successive genera- 
tions (1H); LEAF. Until you are able to immediately perceive the character's meaning in its 
image, use generation as a semantic clue suggesting the part of the tree that periodically 
renews itself. ww HE 0606 





ABANDON, throw away OBESE は いき discarding, abolition, annulment 
0149 


破棄 する は きす る break (a treaty), annul 0596 
放棄 する ほう きす る abandon, resign 0574 


投棄 する と うぅ きす る abandon, give up, throw 
away 0517 
OTa す て る abandon, give up, throw away 





| Recall Zx reach down with bent arm, introduced back at 育 0489. Here see someone reach- 
ing down with a bent arm to place a piece of trash into a wastebasket (HEF) built on top of a 
short tree (AX). This illustrates the act of throwing away or ABANDONING something. 


oe BE 0605, 带 1232 


緑色 みとり いろ に り ょ く し ょ く ) green 0528 
緑茶 り ょ < ち ゃ greentea,Japanesetea..... 0603 
緑青 る < し ょ う verdigris, copper [green] rust 

0130 


リョ ク ロク — 
354 FREZE ょ うり x< そ chlorophyll. 0605,0132 
濃緑 色 の 2 り k< し ょ < darkgreen 0512.0526 





-]. is another version of three-fingered hand, seen before at Ẹ 0079 and at 当 0141. Now 
picture using three fingers to dip a thread (55) into an algae-filled pool of water (this is the 
| five-stroke version of water we first saw in 43 0501), so as to dye it GREEN. ws $5: 0610 














RECORD, register O 記 録 す る きろ くす る record, register; set a record 
0427 

録音 る < ぉ ん sound recording 0150 

e ー 一 一 一 一 一 一 | faM ろ る < が video recording 0176 
目録 も < ろく < catalog 0021 

付録 ふる < appendix, supplement 0054 











“0608 | Here picture $ as a photosensitive metal plate that has been exposed to light. Now picture 
4 167| using three fingers ( 1.) to dip the plate into a special water-based chemical solution that 
CAE, | will permanently fix the RECORDED image. While X and $ were decades ago modified to 
緑 and $35, the next entry is still officially listed in its old form. 




















' 1 | STRIP OFF, peel off, come off | ORN< も < peel, take off 





‘ | 剃 ぎ 取 る は ぎ と る strip off, tear off 0059 
' | 剃 き 身 むき み shellfish removed from the 
"HW ハク = shell 0060 
む ( け る )* む ( く )* 





0609 | Learn to recognize this kanji interchangeably with 剥 , an accepted variant. In 緑 and $% we 
刀 18 | dipped objects into water in order to fix a color or a recorded image upon them. Now we 
= reverse the process, dipping an object in water to loosen its coating, then using a Knife ( IJ) 
xl to STRIP it clean. A sample on-yomi compound appears at AE 1657. 









{無縁 の む ぇ 4 の unrelated; having no relatives 





1RELATION 
?EDGE 





1 血縁 けっ ぇ ん blood relation 0198 
ざ 緑 を 切る ぇ えん を きる severrelations 0086 
@ Il OR +5055 edge ofa dish 0197 
縁辺 AANA. border edge; relations 0195 





エン -Y 


ふち 












条 120| S9 not only as the EDGE of the sty but also as the point of RELATION between the pig and its 
| master. Take a moment to let the two English words fuse into one image in the kanji, depict- 
ing something that is at once an EDGE and a point of RELATION. «3 绿 0607 











介する か いす る help, support, aid 
CO 介入 か い に ゅ う intervention 0039 
介在 する か いざ いす る lie between 0406 


介 意 する か いい する worry about; concern 
oneself about 0151 


お 節 介 ぉ せっ か い meddling; busybody — 0391 


MEDIATE, lie between; shellfish 













0611 | Though 介 resembles the umbrella-like shape of a jellyfish, see へ as a hard shell, for 介 
人 9 | sometimes denotes shellfish, as in 魚介 (ぎょ か い , fish and shellfish, seafood). Its principal 
—] meaning, MEDIATE/lie between, is visible in the way the long tentacles (53-4) lie between 
the two halves of the shell. Visualize the tentacles interposing themselves between the two 
opposed halves and MEDIATING between them. 







: ' WORLD, area ざ 世 界 せ か い world, universe 0604 
* BOUNDS, boundary 1 政界 せい か い political world/circles 0246 

1 業界 きょう か い industry, business world .. 0498 

o” カイ i 1 学界 が っ か い academic world/cirdes 0099 


外 限界 ゆん か い boundary, limit, bounds -0282 


0612! As in the last entry, 介 's tentacles je between two halves, here interposing t themselves 

田 102| between two rice fields (FH). This illustrates the idea of a boundary between two areas or 
WORLDS. Bear in mind that 界 refers more often to the WORLD delimited by a boundary 

"um than to the boundary itself. va» 1 2096 

2220 


常 | 9 


































> FLOATING, transient 9 浮力 was buoyancy, lift | 0084 


™ < マク 浮き 上 が る うき あぁ が る float, rise to the surface 
0041 
b | HIRS seca ukiyo-e, Japanese woodblock 
ee | フ prints (“pictures of the floating world") 0604, 0525 
う ( く ) う ( か れる ) う ( か ぶ ) う ( か べ る ) | つ 心 に 浮か ぶ ここ ろ に 5 か S come across ones 
mind (0056 
ポー ト を 浮か べべ る ポート を うか べ る launch a boat 
0613 | A claw(*7) tries to push a baby under water (comparing the heights of ¥ and F, the baby 
水 85 


appears momentarily to be submerged), but the baby's body fat keeps making it FLOAT to 
the surface. This would be a good time to review FL 0160. s= 乳 0160, 将 0614 
























1 ‘ | GENERAL OFFICER Od St し ょ 3 ぐ 4 commander, general, shogun 
7 0503 
2 ^ 
wv i$ 将校 し ょ うこ う officer, commissioned officer 
0103 
Ny vay 大 将 た いし ょ 3 admiral, general; old chap.. 0033 
主将 し g し ょ 3 captain 0365 
O 将 来 し ょ 35 い future; in the future 0274 





1 is short for 7|, visible in the traditional kanji forms of this entry and the two that follow. 71 
is an unlisted kanji meaning “half of a split tree trunk" (we'll see the other half at Fr 0922). 
On this basis, lake } to mean a wooden block or tablet for carrying important messages, 
here grasped by a gw( ツ ) at the end of an outstretched arm (ST). Visualize a GENERAL 
OFFICER holding out a tablet with important instructions and commands for his subordinates. 
将 also has the meaning "will" or “about to occur; restricted to V5 and compounds built from 
it. ra" 3$ 0615, 浮 0613 











奨学 Lk う が < promotion ofscholarship . 0099 


り 獲 学 金 し ょ う が く きん scholarship/grant 
0099, 0029 











Let 大 big suggest a “grand” (magnanimous) gesture from the general officer (将 ) down 
toward his subordinates: kind words of ENCOURAGEMENT. To visualize this kanji's meaning 

clearly, it's useful to see the grand gesture moving from top to bottom, as from a position of 
higher status toward one of lower status. ms 装 1591, 将 0614, 此 2128 








の 形状 けい じ ょ 3 shape, form, configuration. 0147 
2 CONDITION, state 1 液状 の えき じょう の liquefied 0468 
3 LETTER, note 2 商 状 し ょ 2 じょう market condition 0351 
lay g 8 礼 状 novas thank-you letter 0313 
白状 は < じ ょ 3 confession 0076 


"FORM, shape 


























If one's dog CK) could etch out a message on a wooden tablet ( | ), what would it write? 
Imagine the dog of someone you know writing a LETTER of complaint about its living CON- 
DITIONS. Associate MI FORM/shape with M2 CONDITION/state. ss 1l: 1589 











ILLNESS IO 病気 ぴょ うき illness, disease. 0126 
病室 ぴょ うし っ patient/sick room 0253 
病状 ぴょ うぅ じょう condition ofa disease/patient 

ーーー 0616 

ビョウ ^4 


や ( む ) - や ( み ) や まい OWE ゃ む fall ill, suffer from 


病 は 気 か ら や まい は きか ら The mind is the root 
of sickness and health 0126 











| 0617 | ず looks like 广 with a pair of infectious pustules growing on it, and means illness. 内 will 

が 104| be introduced at 1523, but for the purposes of this entry we can treat it as a variation on 

| 1 JÄ inside. The image here is thus of an i/íness penetrating inside one's body, which merely 
reinforces the sense ILLNESS. 


PATHOLOGICAL CONDITION, -osis 病 症 ぴょ うし ょ う nature of a disease 0617 
重症 じゅ うし ょ 3 serious illness 0539 
OIR し ょ 3 じ ょ 3 symptom 0616 

ダウ ン 症 ダウ ン し ょ う Down syndrome 








' PAIN 1 痛觉 っ うか < sense of pain 
2 ACUTE ① 頭 痛 ずっ ぅ headache 

の 痛い いた い painful, sore 
yy OWEJ 3k acutely, keenly 
いた ( い ) いた ( む ) いた (まし い ) 2 痛快 っ うか い thrill, keen pleasure 
いた ( め る ) 





REMEMBER, think O 記 憶 き ぉ < memory, recollection 0427 

















„0620. As a grapheme in the next three entries, 意 (see 0151) will take the sense thought. Here, 

a mind (Ù) REMEMBERS or thinks thoughts (X). An additional sample compound appears 
below at 测 0627. Note that all three kanji in which 意 appears in the phonetic position are 
pronounced オク cx 及 0621, 億 0622 








188 








: FEEL TIMID, think ON i«Ux5 cowardice, timidity 0617 
1 
PE RRE ぉ < びょう も の coward 0617, 0107 


I+ 4 ぉ < する fear, feeltimid 








| The job of flesh {月 ) is not to think, but to act, instinctively. Here observe a person's flesh (月 
(i.e. natural impulse) constrained by thought (X&), resulting in cowardice or TIMIDITY. In 


contemporary Japanese this character is often replaced by 憶 0620, though it was added to 
the official Joyo list in 2010. «x 憶 0620, 億 0622 





一 入 いち ぉ < ahundred million 0002 


ARH お くま ん ちょ うじ ゃ billionaire 
0018, 0091, 0107 


LOOK AT, regard 


視界 し か ぃ field of vision, visibility 0612 
視力 し J ょ < eyesight 0084 
視覚 し か < sense ofsight 0325 
重視 する じゅ うし する considerimportant 0539 
O 舞 視 す る むし する disregard, ignore 0048 








An eyeball on legs ( 見 0083) comes right up to the altar (X) to LOOK AT it. 











í m REGULATION, standard 9 规定 き て い regulations, rules; provisions . 0045 
1 規約 きゃ < agreement, rules, bylaws... .0170 
" 法規 ほ 2 き laws and regulations 0139 

ET x 校规 z3% school regulations... 0103 


定規 C ょ 2 ぎ ruler, rule, square [cf. 定 0045] 
0045 








| 0624 | Imagine a martinetish husband/father (X), keeping a watchful eye (見 ) on his wife and 
見 147| children to make sure they follow the rules and REGULATIONS of the household. 


0890 


a» 


m 














X | RULE, law 


ソ ク 





9 规则 き そ < rule, regulation 0626 
法則 ao law, rule 0139 
原則 げん そく < principle 0208 
反則 は 4 そく violation AM 


BESSER) じみ ん と うそ を く < rules ofthe Liberal 
Democratic Party 0081, 0477, 0317 


0625 | The possession of property or money (Fl) requires the rule of law. Here IJ signifies the 
enforcement of RULES and laws, standing beside F to protect it. Take a moment to allow 
the character's image to find a snug niche in your memory, letting I] be a visible symbol of 


7) 18 


RULES and laws. 


! MEASURE, gauge 


* CONJECTURE, estimate 


ソ ク 
は か (る ) 


右側 みぎ が ゎ (= うそ く ) rightside 0402 
側 聞 する そ < ぶ ん する learn by hearsay 0453 
〇 側面 そく ゅ ん side, flank; side, aspect... 0175 
内 側 うち が ゎ inside, interior 0215 


O 向 か い 側 むかい が ゎ opposite side, across (the 
street) 0183 


OM ESS そく < て いす る measure, gauge 0045 
1 测量 そく りょう measurement, surveying 0538 


1 気温 を 測る き お ん を は か る measure the 
(atmospheric) temperature 0126, 0199 


2 予測 よそ < estimate, forecast, prediction 0163 
2 憶測 ぉ < くそ < conjecture, speculation, guess 
062 


0827 | "Rules/laws for Water" implies a system of weights and MEASURES to govern the trade of mea- 


水 85 


0558 
常 |12 


0628 


z 125 


2753 
常 | 6 





surable substances (e.g., liquids 7). MEASURE can easily be associated with gauge, estimate, 


ox 側 0626 


2 ‘ THINK; deliberate; study 


dq 


か ん が (える ) か ん が ( え ) 


| and CONJECTURE, Note that both characters incorporating 則 follow its on reading, Y 7. 





考案 こぅ ぁ ん idea, plan; project 0097 
OR し こぅ thinking, thought, consideration 
- 0142 


考古 学 こう こ が < archaeology 0254, 0099 
〇 考え る か ん が える think; deliberate; study 
考え 方 か ん が ぇ か た wayofthinking, view. 0173 


Recall 2^ old/buried underground. easily suggests the numeral 5. Now consider how 
sometimes one must get away from mundane distractions for a period of sustained, concen- 
trated thought. Along these lines, 考 can suggest to us the idea of escaping underground for 
5 minutes to carefully THINK about something. "= 老 0629 











—  —  — ーー 








OLD OZ A る 2C ん old person, old folks 0015 
老若 る 5 に *< theoldandtheyoung 0404 





老化 sam aging 0120 
ロウ — |OXÉv $ ぉ いる growold 
お (いる ) ふ ( け る ) 老け る ふけ る growold 





| 


70629 | 3 old/buried underground and K, fallen person (see 化 0120) depict an OLD person fallen 


Æ 125| into his grave. From this kanji, Z^ itself takes the meaning old, «s 考 0628 











2134 


FILIAL PIETY 孝行 こぅ こぅ filial piety 0055 
0 親孝行 ぉ ゃ こぅ こぅ filial piety 0276, 0055 

孝心 こ 3 し 4 filial devotion/affection 0056 

孝子 こぅ し filial child 0094 


AE 25 = に ふ きょう ) lack of filial piety, 
undutifulness 








1 濃厚 な の ぅ こう な thick, dense, heavy, rich ..0512 
厚い ぁ っ ぃ thick, bulky 
こう い kindness, favor 0151 
> こう し kindness, kind thought/intention 
0369 


2? 温厚 な ぉ ん こう な gentle, courteous 0199 


We can visualize both this character's meanings. Start with the idea that a KIND child is one 
who buries his selfish desires in order to put others above himself. Now see a child (+) 
suppressing himself beneath a cliff (J/ `) and two THICK layers of earth (H). Thus the multiple 
strata above 子 represent both THICKNESS and KINDNESS. 








1TEACH: inform ORF きょう いく education, teaching 0489 

2 RELIGION 1 教室 きょう し っ classroom, class 0253 
"9 ざ 教 える ぉ し ぇ る teach; tell, inform 

キョ ウ | 7 教会 きょう か ぃ church 0226 

お し (える) お そ ( わ る ) * 布 教 す る ふき ょ うす る spread(areligion) 0204 











From 4 0630 we have an image of an older person above a child. Here the older person 
wields 人 the rod, the better to TEACH the child a lesson (you may prefer to think of it as the 
teacher's pointer). M2 RELIGION comes from the idea of TEACHING. Do not confuse with the 
name-use kanji 3% KINDLY; HARD WORKING. 














COMPLETE 完全 な か ん ぜん 4 な perfect, complete, whole 0078 
> O 完 成す る か ん せい する complete; be completed 
m 0070 


| 
3 
4 
: = | 完結 か 4 けっ completion, conclusion, finish 
6 i カン 的 
完投 する か ん と 3 する [baseball] pitch a complete 
game 0517 


未完 の みか 4 の incomplete, unfinished. 0271 


0633 元 0136 suggests the origin or foundation of a building. Just add a roof (~) to COMPLETE 
> 40 | the structure, « 宗 0636 
8 








1883 
常 | 7 


INSTITUTION 9 病院 びょう いん hospital 0617 
入院 する に ゅ うい ん する be hospitalized, 0039 
大 学院 たい が くい ん graduate school 0033, 0099 
両院 な うい 4 both Houses (ofthe legisti 


寺院 じい 4 temple 0382 


They're just lowering the roof onto it now. It wouldn't hurt to visualize a specific INSTITUTION 
you know of, located in the hills surrounding some town (see the sample vocabulary for 
ideas). The reading イン can be associated with INSTITUTION. 





PHONETIC [na] 奈良 な 5 Naratcity and prefecture) 0205 


AIME な g じ だ たい Nara period (Japanese 
historical era, approx, 710-94 CE) 
0285, 0383, 0071 


神奈 川 か な が ゎ Kanagawa (prefecture) 
0316, 0022 


Best remembered as the ナ in 奈良 (なら ) ancient capital of Japan. See it as an altar (7R) ris- 
ing up to a great C) height, depicting Nara's great temple 東大 寺 (と うだ いじ ), the largest 


| in the nation. Note that this character is the source for na ( な , F) in the kana syllabaries. 


O 宗 教 し ぁ ぅ きょう religion, faith, creed 0632 
改宗 か いし ゅ 3 conversion; proselytism .. 0429 


日 蓮 宗 に ち れ ん し ゅ 3 Nichiren sect (of Buddhism) 
0001, 0585 


宗門 し g う も 4 sect, doctrine .. 0447 
宗家 そう け に そう か ) family head; originator 
0636 | The roof l) above the altar (zT) suggests an individual house of worship, that is, a particu- 
2. 40 | lar RELIGIOUS SECT. vs- 2 1645, 完 0633, £€ 0639 











1915 


常 | | 




















à ^ FESTIVAL, worship 祭礼 さい れい (religious) festival 0313 


" OH xv holiday, festival day 0001 
— SOLE! ぶん か きい culture festival .. 0101, 0120 
^ サイ %5 まっ る worship, enshrine 
». "Cw 3900 まっ の ) まり OMI) まっ り festival 








0637 | The top of this character is a new grapheme for us, not to be confused with € (see 発 0148). 
示 113| It derives from a picture of a hand (55-6) placing an offering of meat (1-4) above an altar 
—— | GR) representing the ideas of worship and (by extension) FESTIVAL. 















' VERGE, edge 
2 OCCASION 





ORo き ゎ だ っ be conspicuous, be prominent 
0067 


1 窓際 の 席 ま と ざ ぎわ の せき window seat 0558, 0279 
ーー ! 交 際 こう さい association, friendship 0102 
きわ ぎわ 国际 こく < さい international 0075 
⑨ 食 事 の 際 に し ょ <C の さい に when eating 
0288, 0080 
Recall that items placed to the right of are located in the hills just outside town. Based on 
ancient geomantic and religious ideas, the Japanese located most temples (and therefore 
most festivals) in such marginal areas, so 際 graphically illustrates the edge or VERGE of 
town. We may also think of this trip to a little-visited place as a special OCCASION, a special 
time for getting away from the usual town-bound routines and living on the edge. 























! INSPECT, observe OW La inspection, observation 0623 
? GUESS, judge 1 詳 穴 し ょ 5 さっ detailed observation 0495 





2 察知 する さっ ち する infer, gather 0560 
サッ = 2 考察 する こう さっ する consider, contemplate, 
study 0520 
② 察 する さっ する guess, conjecture, judge; 
sympathize with 





See > asa god presiding over the sacrificial festival rite (255), INSPECTING, observing, judg- 
ing, and trying to GUESS what on earth the people are doing. rs {Ë 1510, 宗 0636 


Se PRAY 祈願 する き が ん する pray implore 0214 
O 祈 念 き ね ん prayer 0230 
祈り いのり prayer 





キ 
い の ( る ) 








0640 | Recall from 所 0249 that in former times a hacksaw (T } was an essential item that all 

zx 113| households would have. Also, scripture taught that God rewards those who demonstrate 
their faith by offering up to Him their most basic possessions. Thus offering one's hacksaw at 
the altar (X) made an intuitive image for PRAYER. rs TL 0313 

















~ | ANCESTOR O 祖 先 そ を ん ancestor, forefather 


。 祖国 そこ < one’s native country 0075 
元 祖 が ん そ originator, pioneer 0136 

ソ m 祖父 z grandfather 0100 

祖母 そ ぼ grandmother 0104 





0641 | Traditionally people in China believed that their ANCESTORS became gods. And sure enough, 
here we see a ladder ( E.) leading up to the top of the altar (%), symbolically representing 
the ANCESTORS’ joining the gods in heaven. Note that kanji in which Fl. appears at the right 
(i.e., in the phonetic position) are read 7. 


HELP, save 助手 baLe assistant, helper 0046 
ORS b ょ げん advice 0051 
助教 員 じ ょ き ょ うい ん assistantteacher 


一 一 一 一 0632, 0317 
Ya 


Oo $ 
た す ( け る ) た す ( か る ) すけ 助け る た すけ る help;save 
助け 出す た すけ だ す rescue (someone) from ， 
z 8 


‘INTERMEDIARY ⑨ 仲 介 者 ちゅ うか いし ゃ intermediary, mediator, 
.. M8 


? PERSONAL RELATIONS agent f 1,0107 
1 仲人 な こう と go-between, matchmaker . 0015 


Pa 1 仲買 な か が い brokerage; middleman .0352 

E 

な か Gp] な か ま fellow, comrade, associate. 0448 
2 仲 が 良い な か が よい beongoodterms . 0285 








0643 | Reading left to right, we get “man (f ) in the middle (4+)’: INTERMEDIARY. Reading right to 
人 9 | left, we get “in the middle of men”: PERSONAL RELATIONS. Note that this entry and the next 
two all follow 中 in their on-vomi. 


LOYALTY, faithfulness 忠実 səp faithfulness, devotion, honesty 
0 


忠孝 ぁ ゅ 3 こぅ loyalty and filial piety 0630 
AB C4 ちゅ う 3 loyalty 0338 
忠臣 ちゅ うし 4 loyal subject .... 0484 








Depicts LOYALTY or fail hfulness, that is, the idea of keeping one's assigned purpose in the 
very middle (FP) of one's heart OÈ), before all other things. 














7 OPEN SEA O 沖 合 ぉ き ぁ い open sea, offshore, offing ,0227 
ニキ ロ 沖 ross 2kilometers offshore 
- 0003 


チュ ウ 
: お き 


0645 | Way out there in the middle (中 ) of the water ( Y ): the OPEN SEA. 
7K 895 
冲 
0232 


常 | 7 | 








PRESERVE, maintain, guarantee 保持 する ほじ する maintain, preserve, retain.. 0384 
保存 する ほぞ ん する preserve, store, keep, save 
0407 





保育 ほ u< nurture, upbringing; nursing .... 0489 
り 保証 する ig し ょ うす る guarantee 0550 


平和 を 保つ へ いわ ゎ を た も つ preserve peace 
0334.0236 











| 0846 | Derives from a picture of a mother carrying a baby on her back. The baby's wrapping eventu- 
ally became conflated with the grapheme for tree, but see AX as crisscrossing straps the 
mother has carefully tied around her baby to hold it safe and close to her body, PRESERVING 
it and sustaining it wherever she goes. 


DUMB, dumbfounded Ohna ぁ き れる be amazed, be astounded 
ROVER あぁ きれ が ぉ dumbfounded expression 
accu: 080 





| 果 れ 果て る あぁ きれ は て る beastounded, be 
ホウ ボウ stupefied 0599 


あき (れる / EA Holt amazement, stupefaction 026 











the baby can neither think nor speak for itself, and you should have little trouble remember- 
ing that this character means DUMB. See 然 0760 and 阿 0819 for sample on-yomi com- 
pounds. os 果 0599 





PROTECT, watch over, keep 9 保守 的 ほし ゅ て き conservative 0646.0169 
OFS まもる protect, watch over, keep 


| 規則 を 守る き そ く を まる る keep to/observe the 
Semet ———— — regulations (624, 0525 
"Ww ま も ( る ) ま も ( り ) も U - も り 身 を 守る み を まもる defend oneself 0060 


外 | 7 


FF) こも り babysitting; babysitter 0094 








DERE | Review + 0381. Beneath a roof (~) we see an outstretched arm holding a small object (^J). 
^. 40 | Visualize the roof PROTECTING or watching over the vulnerable little object. Remembering 
this idea, practice writing 守 and ^J in turn. var HF 0247 


1841 
常 | 6 











COLLECTIVE, group, organization O 団 体 た ん た い group, collective; organization 
0062 







団地 だ 4 ち (public) housing development 
0187 





ダン トン 集団 し ゅ うだ ん group, collective 0190 
軍団 ぐん だ ん (army) corps . 0583 
Oo 布団 ふと 4 futon, bed quilt 0204 





0649 | The small object ( 寸 )s enclosure inside L] graphically reminds us of an individual's inclu- 
[131 | sion (or confinement) within a larger COLLECTIVE. 


2628. 
常 | 6 
























1 対面 する た い め ん する meet face 0175 


1 人 に 対し て 親切 ひと に た いし て し ん せつ kind 
toward others 0015, 0276, 0086 


ざ 対 に な る つい に な る forma pair 
2 対決 た いけ っ confrontation, showdown. 0330 
OFTA は ん た いす る oppose, object (to) 0374 


10PPOSITE, counter to; in relation to 
20PPOSE 












タイ 
つい 








GRO] X varies slightly from 文 , but we'll see them the same way, as a person working behind a 
st 41 | desk (see 0101), 対 depicts the notion of “OPPOSITE sides" or "OPPOSING roles": “F holds 
out an object to deliver it (as in 付 0064), while X sits behind a desk and receives it. Bear in 


が 


mind that 对 does not mean "deliver" or "receive"; it means OPPOSE. 








VILLAGE 農村 の 3 そん fam village 0511 
村 会 そん か い village assembly 0226 


市 町 村 し ちょ うそ ん cities, towns, and villages; 
municipalities 0205, 0439 


O 村 人 むら びと villager 0015 
八木 村 や きむら Yagi village 0010, 0028 





à ' TALENT 1 才气 ses talent 0126 
?-YEARS OLD 1 英才 えい さい talent, genius; gifted person 0332 
1 の 天才 て 4 さい (person of) genius 0270 
サイ i 2 十 二 才 b ゅ 5 に さい twelve years old. 0005, 0003 

2 十 八 才 未 满 C ゅ 5 は っ きい み ま ん undereigh- 
teen years old 0005, 0018, 0271, 0179 











Refers to the natural gift of genius or TALENT, or the possessor of such a gift. See a person 
reaching out with one arm (53), a person of such TALENT that she can reach out and attain 
anything she sets her sights on. Also used as the suffix “-YEARS OLD,’ shorthand for the 
homophonous 歳 2041, ca SC 0657 














WEALTH; property 財政 ざい せい public finance, financial affairs 
0246 


財界 ざい か い business world, economic circles 
0612 


財布 さい 5 ふ purse, wallet 0204 
り 財 産 ざい さん property, fortune, wealth 0181 


財団 ざい た ん endowed institution, foundation 
0649 


0659| see the idea of WEALTH in the talented person ($ )'s reaching out and grabbing money (El). 
R 154| Note that F is written a little differently as a tsukuri—basically a narrower version of the 


ザイ サイ 

















材木 ざい る < timber, lumber, logs 0028 

1 木材 も < ざい wood, timber, lumber 0028 

CHE L ゅ さい news gathering, data collection 
0059 


‘TIMBER 
* MATERIAL 















= cut 
1 ?人材 vax capable/talented person 0015 


2 教材 きょう ざい teaching materials 0632 

















| 0654 | See the idea of TIMBER (or more generically, MATERIAL), in the talented person (F Ys reach- 
X 75 | ing out and grabbing a tree (#). v 村 0651, 枕 0656, 杖 0658 






SINK, submerge 





OATS ちん ぼっ する sink goto the bottom 
051? 












沈下 ちん か subsidence, sinking 0040 
浮沈 ふち ん rise and fall; ups and downs . 0613 
〇 日 が 沈む ひがし ず む The sunsets 0001 


i55 し ず め る sink, send to the bottom, 
submerge 









チン 
し ず ( む ) し ず ( め る ) 















ing trajectory of an object that submerges under water (Y ). Notice how the object SINKS to 
the very bottom of Y. 57, for its part, seems tc represent the act of reaching bottom. 








à 1 PILLOW 枕元 まく 5 る と bedside 0136 

' り 枕 カバ ー まく 5 カバ ー pillowcase 
y" 枕木 まく ら 5 ら ぎ railroad tie 0028 
まく ら 本 を 枕 に し て ほん を まく ら に し て usinga book as 
apillow 0031 


枕草子 まくら の そう 3 し The Pillow Book [eleventh- 
century collection of musings] 0144, 0094 
0656 | Here the long, curving stroke (57) suggests a soft, rounded PILLOW positioned next to a tree 
木 75 | (F) to give ita soft landing after it is cut. Now as you practice writing the character, imagine 
the tree laying its head down into that gently sloping stroke for a good night's sleep. 
vac 材 0654, 枯 0658, 枚 1695 


0759 


Bur 

















1 ' STATURE; measure OW eke stature, height 0124 
? STOUT 1 丈 比 べ た け く 5 べ comparison of statures . 0123 

z 丈 夫 な じょう ぶな healthy, robust; stout, solid 

- 0565 

ジョ ウ 

た け ③ 大 丈夫 たい C ょ 2 ぶ safe, sure, all right 

e 0033, 0565 

3 気丈 な きじ ょ うな stouthearted, courageous 0126 













Originally representing a unit of measure (roughly 3 meters), 丈 can be seen as three yard- 
sticks laid across one another. If a man measured 3 meters tall we would say he is a man of 
im great STATURE, If he measured 3 meters around we would call him STOUT. = 4 0652 









CANE, staff 棋 が な いと 立っ て いら れ な い つえ が な いと た っ 


て いら れ な い 【He) can't stand without a cane 
0067 


OR た け の っ ぇ bamboo rod 0243 
松葉 杖 まっ ぱ づ ぇ crutches 0242, 0505 





Building on the last entry, here see three wooden CANES, each about a meter long. 
mw 材 0654, 枕 0656, 枚 1695 

















Of Ak いだい な great, mighty, grand... 0093 


偉 丈夫 いじ ょ 35 towering/great man; hero 
0657, 0555 


偉業 い ぎ ょ ぅ great work/achievement ..... 0498 


OROA えら いひ と great man, extraordinary 
character 0 


{AA えら が る beself-important, be conceited 





GREAT, eminent 






This kanji introduces a new grapheme, ÑE /eather. Like the earlier grapheme we learned 
for leather, 革 0592, Æ has parts corresponding to the main thorax area of the flayed skin 

| (E1), a head with horns (at the top), as well as hind limbs and a tail (at the bottom). Practice 
writing 革 and 革 until you can reproduce them from memory. As for the present entry, try 
to visualize a GREAT and eminent man ( 1 ) wearing an impressive leather cape. The more 


LATITUDE: woof/weft 0 緯度 ぃ と latitude 0280 
a. 緯線 ぃ せん line(s) of latitude 0210 
北緯 ほ < い north latitude 0122 








Let us imagine that the Chinese chose to combine * with Æ to represent woof/weft (the 
crosswise threads in weaving) because of the latter’s many horizontal lines (S8, S9, STI, 512, 
S13, S15). Now let the same lines represent the lines of LATITUDE running around the globe. 
Write this kanji, sketch a globe next to it, and connect the lines. «= 经 1257 














19 








GUARD 衛生 ぇ いせ い hygiene, sanitation, preservation 





BN 0036 
衛生 的 えい せい て き sanitary, hygienic 
ジマ 0036, 0169 
ni 9 防卫 ほぼ ぅ えい defense, protection...........0174 
守衛 Leat guard, doorkeeper 0648 





前 衛 ぜん れい vanguard; forward player.. 0113 


WHET! Review f7 0055. Here the left and right sides of 行 are split apart by a third element. When 
fj 144| this happens, see them as either side of a road (4 1). In the present entry, visualize f asa 
> | protective layer of feather laid over the road, to GUARD it from damage. 
















O 韓 国 か 4 こく South Korea 0075 


KARE だ いか ん みん こく Republic of Korea 
0033, 0477, 0075 


Hai woma Japan and South Korea, Japanese- 
South Korean 0001 


訪韓 ほう か ん visit to South Korea .. M54 


(SOUTH) KOREA 

















i (from 4) 0145) suggests morning. Imagine a ship that arrives at Japan's western shore every 
morning with a shipment of leather (ŻE) from KOREA. At length "morning leather" comes to 
signify KOREA. Don't confuse with 朝 , used in the old term for "Korea" WME (75. 4 AL) 

and in the modern term for “North Korea” 北上 朝鮮 (きた ちょ う せ ん )) 


















O24 ぁ が う differ; disagree; be wrong 


1 食い 導い くい ちがい difference (in opinion), 
cross-purposes 0208 


1! 違和感 い ゎ か ん uncomfortable feeling 
0236, 0327 


DE ぃ は ぇ violation (ofthe law); breach... 0374 
2i iX vas illegality, unlawfulness 0139 


1 DIFFER; be wrong 
? VIOLATE 

























4 
ち が ( う ) ち が ( い ) ち が ( え る ) 
- ち が (える ) 












Think of the wildest person you know. Someone who VIOLATES every rule—except that of 
always being DIFFERENT from others. Now picture that person driving down the street in a 
vehicle (3...) with an all-leather (Tk) exterior. Paint in your mind a picture of DIFFERING and 
VIOLATING around the image of a /eather-covered car. 





1 4 HOLD {in one's arms} O4rj&- 5 か い ほ うす る nurse, care for 0611 
， CO 抱く だ < hug, embrace, hold in one's arms 
: いだく harbor (suspicion), entertain (hope), 
; ホッ cherish; hold in one's arms, hug 
a" Aa Q A «^ 1 "n 
HG) い だ (〈) か か (える ) 抱え る か か ぇ る holdinone's arms 


抱き 抱え る だき か か える hold, carry, embrace 








Review 包 0457 WRAP, and note that all kanji incorporatin that character are pronounced 
ホウ .The present entry indicates wrapping in one's arms (F): HOLD. es 15) 1070 











E | HEAVY GUN | 砲火 ほう か gunfire 0026 
= 発砲 する は っ ぽう する fire, discharge (a gun) 
0148 


一 一 一 一 XU 大 wf#3 gun, cannon, artillery 0033 


対戦 車 砲 な いせ ん し ゃ ほう antitank gun 
0650, 0461, 0125 


鉄砲 て っ ぽ 3 gun, firearm 0564 


Associate this image with the act of loading a HEAVY GUN with a projectile. Let stone (®) 
represent the projectile, and let wrap ( 包 ) suggest the act of "packing" it, if you will, into the 
HEAVY GUN. 




















BUBBLE, foam 発泡 は っ ぼう foaming, effervescence... 0148 
気泡 き ほ 2 airbubble, bubble 0126 
水泡 すい ほう bubble, foam 0027 


O 泡 立つ ぁ ゎ だ っ bubble, foam 0087 





CINNABAR RED; wholeheartedly 〇 丹念 な た ん ね ん な painstaking, assiduous, 
i 023 


diligent.. 
丹心 た ん し ん sincerity 0056 






















Let $4 indicate a waistline and 53 the organ located at the center of the upper body—the 
heart—here representing the color CINNABAR RED. Associate wholeheartedly with the idea 
of one's heart burning bright RED with sincerity. os Jit 0668, FL 1629 


SMALL BOAT Off vez» navigation, going by ship . 0055 
舟運 L ゅ うん transportation by water 0584 

Op Fit こぶ ね small craft DO34 

シュ ウ 舟 大 工 ふ な だ い < boatbuilder 0033, 0108 
Ada ふ な -- ぶ ね JELAH わた し ぶ ね ferryboat 0281 








0668 | A bird's-eye view of a kayak (representing SMALL BOAT) gliding straight down toward the 

舟 137| bottom of this page. S6 shows the kayaker's double-bladed paddle. The short stroke at the 

I top can be thought of as a rudder, to help distinguish this from FF. As a grapheme, Jif will 
simply mean boat. ms F} 0667 


2965 
常 | 6 


m 











] SHIP ORE せん ちょ うぅ (ship) captain 0091 


! ^ 風船 ふぅ せん balloon 0425 
商船 し ょ うぅ せん merchant ship, trading vessel 
0351 


* 10 セン 
ada dvi お 助け 船 た すけ ね lifeboat; help 0642 
船旅 ふ な た び (sea)voyage 0549 








69 | Picture the right half of this character as a pair of hands (or sticks) rolling a hoop. Here then 
we have a boat (#1) large enough for a child to roll a hoop around its deck: a SHIP. As you 
practice writing this character, imagine rolling a hoop round and round the deck of a big 
SHIP. The right half of this character will come up again at 座 1348 and 欠 2067. vs MZ 0671 


OCEANGOING SHIP 船舶 せん ば < ship, vessel; craft 0669 


舶用 機関 は < よう きか ん marine engine 
0047, 0473, 0451 


OS «aco. imported goods, foreign. 
made aticles oe, 0274, 0301 





| 


Here we observe an even larger boat (Ñ), big enough to leave a long, fothy wake of white 
(ÉI) seawater: an OCEANGOING SHIP. 








SORT, kind 9 一 般 D いっ ぱん の general, universal, common 
0002 


一 般 向 け いっ ぱん むけ forthe general public 
0002.0183 





全般 の ぜん ば ん の whole, general, overall 0078 
FARE ば 4 ば 4 all things, all sorts of matters 0018 
先般 せん ば ん the other day, some time ago 0134 











0871 | We have just seen three different boats, but now we see a unique sort of boat, one for trans- 
porting lances (42). Indeed, this boat for lances ts so one of a kind that the meaning of this 
character is kind or SORT. sw 航 1640, 船 0669, Ñe 0672 





FX 


CARRY O 搬 送 は ん そう conveyance 0455 


10 
^ un 
i Á Ju 搬出 する は ん し ゅ つ す る carry out 0038 
人 搬入 する は ん に ゅ うす る Carry in 0039 
A: X ハン | 運搬 する うぅ うん ば ん する carry, transport, convey, 
deliver mm 


2 











0672. Here we see the boat (8) for lances (5£) arriving to the waiting hands (F ) of the longshore- | 
Æ 64 | man, who must unload the lances and CARRY them by hand. Be deliberate about associating 
| # with CARRY, lest you confuse this entry with the previous one. var 盤 0673, 般 0671 


0592 


ED 55 











DISK ORME えん ば ん disk; flying saucer 0013 
? BOARD ! 音 般 ぉ ん ば ん disk record 0150 
22. AM チェ ス ば ん chessboard 

パン ? 地盤 ば ん ground, foundation, base.. 0197 


1 
we 
为 又 
Ý, "基盤 き * ん bedrock, base, foundation .... 0485 
Wu 








0673 | visualize zx. as a DISK or BOARD on which the "boat for lances" (fit) is loaded. mw 搬 0672, - 
Im 108) 盆 1302 










歯石 し せき tartar dental calculus 0403 
OMS tule dentist 0561, 0107 

入れ 歯 いれ ば dentures 0039 
シ 虫歯 むし ば decayed tooth |. . 0343 
歯車 は ぐる ま cog, toothed wheel 0125 
















上 —_ 
First study the traditional form, which easily suggests two rows of TEETH inside a mouth. 
Now try to visualize 歯 the same way. JE can be used to remember the reading シ , but to 
complement the TEETH image, let 52 represent a nose. One on-yomi compound is provided 
here, but a more useful one to memorize appears at 科 0759, 




















OK れい すい cold water 0027 
冷害 hve damage from cold weather 0413 
HR neta Cold War 0461 

OQ a 


"等 え 込 む ひ ぇ こむ petcolder get chilled.. 0192 


マス ー プ が 冷め た スー プ が さめ た The soup has 
coated 

















V4 

£ , つめ (た い ) ひ ( え る ) ひ ( や ) 
ひ ( や や か ) ひ ( や す ) ひ ( や か す ) 
さ ( め る ) さ (ます ) 

We first encountered 7 at 次 0278. Now we shall learn a new meaning for it: showing Y 


congealed into two strokes, it can also represent ice. In the present entry, we observe ice 
commanding (4) (i.e., forcing) everything around it to be COLD. 




































l p AGE OER ね ん れい age, years 0117 

高齢 者 こう れい し ゃ elderly person 015,0107 

31 pi * | | 老龄 る 3 れい oldage 0629 

: レイ 学内 が < れい school age 0099 

- i 月 具 げっ れい moon'sage 0023 

0676 | The unmistakable signs of AGE: long teeth (BF) and giving commands (4). 

# 211 
bi^ 
P 
1675 
常 |17 














1 LITTLE, few OA し ょ ぅ しょ う alittle, a few, slightly 


f C. 多少 た し ょ う alittle, somewhat 0267 
` 少年 し ょ 3 ねん boy 0117 





ショ ウ O 少 な く と も すく < なく と も atleast 
すく (な い ) すこ (し ) O 少 し も すこ し も (not)atall 








0677 | Focus on $4, which indicates something under small (/]V): LITTLE. 
小 42 








砂金 きき ん gold dust 0029 
砂場 す な ば sandbox 0445 
砂時計 す な と けい hourglass 0389, 0555 
砂粒 す な っ ぶ grain of sand . 0235 
砂利 veu gravel, ballast 0412 


0678 | Little (77) stones (4i): SAND. Though two on-yomi compounds are provided here, a more 
石 112| useful one to memorize appears at it 1338. vac YP 1747 





WALK, step 歩行 者 ほこ うし ゃ pedestrian 0055, 0107 
歩道 ほ と ぅ sidewalk, footpath 0158 

HEH LAIZ progress, advancement, improve- 

0191 

ホブ vw 


Oo 
ある (<) あゆ ( む ) 歩く ぁ る < walk, go on foot 


歩む ぁ ゅ む [elegant] walk 





struction "little foot" suggests WALKING rather than running. Note that the traditional forms 
of this and the next entry actually have one fewer stroke than the modern versions. 








HAVE RELATIONS WITH Oxüb こう し ょ 3 negotiation, bargaining, 
discussion 0102 
干涉 か ん し ょ う interference, intervention.. 0408 
a 一 渉外 し ょ うがい public relations 0266 
ショ ウ 











0680 | We must walk (25) across the water( 1) to HAVE RELATIONS WITH the people on the other 
水 85 | side. 


w 
0482 
常 |111 











!MINISTRY RASTA こう せい る 3 と うし ょ 3 Ministry of 





> A Abi a 
P i "1. FSAUE cul down on; leave oùt y Sei and Welfare 0631, 0036, 0542, 0541 
エネ ルギー し ょ う z= " 
? INTROSPECT, reflect ine ギ し ょ う エ ネル ギ energy conserva 
セイ ショ ウ 2< は ぶ く < leave out; save, cut down 


か えり (みる ) は ぶ ( く ) WAS か えり みる reflect upon oneself 


= DRA は ん せい reflection, introspection 0374 
0681 | This kanji has three very different meanings. Start by associating the meaning SAVE/cut down 
H 109| on with the idea of using pw( 少 ) items (H). Now think of a government MINISTRY forced by 
ーー budget cuts to reflect (INTROSPECT) on how to cut down on its expenses. 























' ASPECT; physiognomy ぐ 様 相 ょ うそ うぅ aspect, phase, condition 0501 


















: 2MUTUAL ? 相違 そ ぅ い difference, disparity 0663 
y g nal | * MINISTER (of state) "MAT a そう と うす る correspond to, be sulle 
= ニニ ーーー ニー ニー し ER AE T sl 
ソウ ショ ウ 5) 
に あい - “相手 ぁ ぃ て partner, opponent 0046 
"外相 が いし ょ 3 foreign minister 0266 

















0682 | Fye and tree: picture a government MINISTER, observing the goings-on at his ministry from 

H 109| behind a tree, judging the overall ASPECT (i.e., outer appearance) of the situation from 

_ | behind the scenes. The other meaning, MUTUAL, is visible in the mutuality between the three 
vertical sections of 4 and H: the top section of H corresponds to the crown of the tree (S1 
and above), the middle section to the branches (53-4), and the bottom section to the trunk 







0808 | (lowest part of $2), This can be reinforced by writing 4 and H on scratch paper and drawing 
常 | 9 | a dotted line to connect the upper, middle, and lower sections of each, ex FL 1515 











発想 は っ そ 3 conception 0148 














“思想 し そ 3 thought, conception, idea 0142 
理想 5 ideal 0532 

ソウ ソ 予想 £25 expectation, conjecture, prospect 
0163 





回 想 か いそ ぅ recollection, reminiscence... 0050 














0683 | Here -È is added to show us the thoughts and contemplations in the minister (ys heart as 
心 61 | he observes the situation. 想 connotes more deliberate thought than does 思 0142 THINK, 
SO we summarize its meaning with the word “CONCEIVE.” 


13 
‘ APPELLATION "名 称 めい し ょ 3 appellation, name, title — 0289 
称号 し ょ ぅ ご ぅ title, degree 0300 
s Bw 自称 する CL ょ 2 する call/style oneself 0081 
VÁ \ ショ ウ 称す る し ょ うす る name, designate; claim, pretend 
対称 た いし ょ う 3 symmetry 0650 









m 

















0684 | The next two kanji have both been simplified using 41s, but are otherwise unrelated (note 
Æ 115| how their old forms differ). Because 尔 lacks any meaning or consistent origin, a sensible 
rss | Way to approach these two kanji is simply to master the meaning and reading of one com- 
Hes. pound. For this entry, the logical choice is VI, which reinforces the keyword “APPELLATION.” 
* | oe FR 0685 
1075 




















4 | PHONETIC [mi]; PHONETIC [ya] 弥 が 上 に も ぃ ゃ が うえ に も [elegantlallthe 
more 1 0042 





OW: ゃ ょ い third month (ofthe lunar calen- 
: l ー | dar), March 0036 
3t C 弥 生 時 代 ゃ や ょ uU だ い Yayol period [Res 


や historical era, approx. 200 BCE-250 CE 
| | : 0036, 0383, 0071 


if 95 (Continuing from the previous entry) Here the compound to master is V2, along with its 
= 57 | important derivative V3. A sample compound for the phonetic reading 3 appears at 阿 


=| 0819. «= Tf 0684 
fij 
0258 
常 | 8 





















RECIPROCAL 互恵 ご けい reciprocity, mutual benefits ... 0581 
; 互 角 ご か < equality; good match 0342 
OWED そ ぅ この mutual, reciprocal......... 0682 


+ 交互 [2 こぅ ご に mutually, reciprocally, 
た が ( い ) Mliiately: eee Nec 
OF い に た が い に mutually, reciprocally 








0686 S1-2 and $3-4 differ from each other by 180 degrees; that is, they are RECIPROCAL to each 
-7 | other. rr EL 2167 













DUTY, office, business 業務 きょう む business, affairs, work, service 0498 
9 事務 所 br し ょ office 0080, 0249 
公務 員 こう むい 4 publicemployee . 0089, 0317 


外 务 省 が いむ し ょ う Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Vus cio Coro SE PO CERE EUER 0266, 0601 


O 〇 務め る つと め る perform one's duties; play one's 
part 


Io suggest the notion of carrying out one's DUTY, we use the image of striking (AC) with 
plows (22) and halberds (F>). 












ム 
つと ( め る ) つと (まる ) 











SOFT ZE bm2 ぁ う softhair 0487 
柔和 に ゅ う ゎ gentleness, mildness, meekness 
de mer er MA ME eo CES En 0236 
—— OB ve»r5 judo 0158 
0 qu 〇 柔らか な や わら か な soft, gentle 
や わ ( ら か ) や わ ( ら か い ) ;B 
X63 Ed や わら か いも うぶ ふ soft blanket 
0487, 0204 











Oeo Picture the halberd (A) mashing the tree (7R) to a SOFT pulp. «= 条 0119 


常 | 9 











ee l—— 
à i SOFT 9 软化 な ん か softening: weakening 0120 


軟骨 ぉ 4 こっ cartilage 0465 
; 0 | FAK wee soft, pliable, flexible 0688 


| ナン | り 軟 ら か な や わら か な soft, tender 


や わ ( ら か ) や わ ( ら か い ) 軟らか い 若 葉 や わら か いわ か ば soityoung leaf 
. 0404, 0605 




















0689 Picture a plush luxury car (Ħ) opening a yawning (22) side door, inviting you to sit down on 
Hi 159| its SOFT leather seats. 


_1345 
常 |11 








TRACK, path 軌道 き と ぅ track, railway; planetary orbit 0158 
軌条 きじ ょ 5 rails 0119 


TE UL じょう き usual course, beaten track 0321 

































1 EAVES 
? COUNTER FOR HOUSES 


1 加 下 の き し た underthe eaves 0040 


9 軒並み の き な ぁみ row of houses; all round, acrass 
IBEDOAIT.- apart eoa 0333 


加 四 轩 よん けん fourhouses 0006 


“一 轩 家 いっ けん や solitary house; private home 
hes .0002, 0219 


I | 数 軒 す 2 けん several houses E 
0691 | A car (3&) stays dry (F) beneath the EAVES of a house. es && 1808 

























ケン 
の き 


































7 1 ' AXLE 車軸 し ec< wheel axle, axle 0125 

^ 2 AXIS ? 軸線 UQEA. axis, shaftline 0210 

1 2 地 轴 ぁ C< axis ofthe earth 0187 
ジ ク 回 転 軸 か ぃ て ん 4 じ < axis of revolution 

4 0050, 0224 

^ 左 右 軸 swe lateral axis 0401,0402 








0692 | Review 车 0125 VEHICLE. Now see 由 asa close-up diagram of one side of the vehicle, at the 
車 159| point where the AXLE juts out of the chassis. The wheel is left off, to expose the AXLE. The 
us reading ジ ク is unique in this course. 














? D COMPARE O 比 較 す る ひか くす る compare with, draw a 


i tonarison. «cens 0123 

2 Pir 比较 的 ひか < て き comparative 0123, 0169 

だ ーー 一 | 比較 文学 ひか < ぶん が < comparative literature 

4 カク 0123, 0101, 0099 
比较 言语 学 ひか く げ ん ご が < comparative 

linguistics . 0123, 0051, 0222, 0099 











0693 | Picture a couple of hot-rodders "crossing (SE) wheels (8) down at the street corner to 

車 159| COMPARE their custom jobs. Used almost exclusively in the word 比較 (ひか く , comparison). 
ー | Make an effort to remember that fi (カク ) is the only character based on Zë that is not 
pronounced 2%, 


1397. 
常 |13 

























STORAGE CHAMBER 金庫 き 4 こ strong box, cashbox 0029 
9 车 库 Lec carshed, garage 25 
宝库 ほう こ treasure house, treasury 0074 


コ ク | 文庫 ぶん こ library; collection of wais 


box for stationery 
在庫 xoz stock, inventory 0406 


In this character, and a few others you will learn later on, J^ shelter will be a garage. A car 
(Hi) stored in a garage is a natural image for STORAGE CHAMBER. 

















貯蔵 ちょ ぞう storage, preservation 0442 
OH BUR れい ぞう こ refrigerator 0675, 0694 
蔵書 そう し ょ one’s library, book collection 0079 


大 藏 省 お お くら し ょ 3 Ministry of Finance 
| 0033, 6681 


蔵相 そ ぞ ぅ し ょ う Minister of Finance 0682 





) standing guard over STORES of food 


1 全， STOREHOUSE 〇 倉庫 そう こ warehouse, storehouse .......0694 
人 船倉 せ 4 そ 3 shipshold 469 
j 米倉 こめ ぐら rice granary 0234 





ソウ - | 武器 倉 sacs armory 0111,0295 
くら O 倉 渡し くら わた し ex-warehouse 0261 














0696 | Take S3-7 as a variant of 戸 door. 日 opening completes the image of a door. A place for 
人 9 | storing things safely under a roof (^) and behind a door: a STOREHOUSE. 


1807 














1 p [CREATE 創作 する そ ぅ さ < する create, produce; write 0152 
$ | 創世 記 そう せい き Genesis 0604, 0427 
独創 的 と < そ ぅ て き original, creative 0346, 0169 

ソウ >= _ 創立 する そう りつ する establish, organize, start 
つく (る ) | E 
| 創設 そう せっ establishment, founding. 0520 











0697 | To remember that this character means CREATE, picture CREATING a storehouse (f) by caw- - 
J) 18 | ing it with one's sword ( I} ) out of a giant block of wood. Be sure to paint a vivid picture in 
| your mind's eye, remembering that IJ is not used destructively here, but CREATively. 


1610. 
常 [12| 













1 申告 し 4 こく report, statement, notification 

; 0315 
URE moz caution, warning, reprimand 0469 
"広告 こう こく publicnotice; advertisement 0238 
Vi 5 っ げ る notify, tell 


2538 CX accusation, prosecution, 
indictment .es. 0148 







'! NOTIFY 
2 ACCUSE 















= 
つ ( げ る ) 


















0698 | First recall the image of a one-leaved plant from 46 0134. Now imagine what things people 
I 30 | do when only plants are watching them, what things plants would ACCUSE them of if only 
they had mouths (LT) to ACCUSE with. Of what unspeakable deeds would they NOTIFY us? 














MAKE, build VARE 4525 creation 0697 
造船 そう せん shipbuilding 0669 
木造 の を < そ ぅ の wooden 0028 

[OA «a make, build 


防火 造り ほう か っ < り fireproof construction 
0174, 0026 










ve 
つく (る ) つく 0⑪) - づ くり 



















0699 | if plants did have mouths, one thing they would surely accuse (2) us of is removing them 
Æ 162| from their land whenever we decide to build something. See the accusing plant issuing its 

accusations toward us as we cart (. .) it off to the compost factory so we can MAKE a build- 
ing where it once stood. 









GARMENT, clothing ご 衣類 いる ぃ clothes, garments 0310 
REE vbela food, clothing, and shelter; 

the necessities of life 0.0... 0286, 0356 

E 外 家 が いい outer garment 0266 
ころ も 法衣 ほう い に ほう ぇ ) sacerdotal robe 0139 
羽衣 は ご ろ る robe of feathers. 0418 











0700 | See —- asa person's head and shoulders, and the rest as the folds and pleats of his GARMENTS. 

K 145| Ee 0091 and 旅 0569 show a couple of variations on the pleated GARMENT image. Soon we 
shall encounter still other variations, including ft (used at the left) and $ (used at top and 
bottom simultaneously). 


1736 
常 | 6 | 

















1 DEPEND ON ORT S い ぞ 4 する に いそ ん する ) depend on, 
rely on 0407 
I 依拠 いき ょ basis, grounds; dependence. 0554 
d áü = 依 願 い が 4 atone’s own request 0214 
^ 


In the Japanese expression for “food, clothing, and shelter,’ clothing comes first (see V2 of 
the previous entry). Truly, a man (f ) DEPENDS ON his clothing (£$). See 帰 1018 for an on- 
yomi compound using the reading 工 . 














風袋 ふう たい packing, tare 0425 
O 紙 袋 か み ぶ くる paperbag 0478 
手袋 Taa gloves 0046 
浮き 袋 3 き ぶ < ろ airbladder; life buoy, float s 





足袋 を び Japanese (digitated) socks, tabi 0044 





| 0702 | A BAG is a kind of clothing for the items we put inside it. This character puts clothing (X) at 
the bottom, to represent a BAG, and replace (X) above it, to represent the things we place 
and replace into the BAG. Take a moment to visualize the replaceable contents going into 
and out of their “clothing” that is, their BAG. «= 装 1591 


COMMEND, praise 褒賞 ほう し ょ う prize, reward 0322 
ORÆ (5v reward, prize 0477 
iH TE か ほう excessive praise 0464 
| OF > 2 ほめ る praise, commend 
褒め 言葉 ほめ こと ば words of praise 0051, 0605 


X 145| fact, they are meant as gifts conveying praise and COMMENDATION upon the young mother 
一 | and baby (see 保 0646), like clothes presented with compliments at a baby shower. Note Ihe 
long vowel in the on-yomi, contra T. wae BE 0704 


1 REAR, reverse, inside OBS TA WwA に うぅ 5 めん) back, reverse, other sid 





€, 

2 inside; background 0175 
à; 裏側 うら が ゎ back/reverse/other side, wrong 

side 0626 

. リ うら ロ 再 切る ぅ 5 ぎる betray, double-cross 0086 


裏付け 35 づけ endorsement; backing; proof 
006 


裏通り 55x5U backstreet 0159 


0704 | First imagine that to hide our village (44) from a marauding band of outlaws, we've covered 
dx 145| it up with clothing (cc). Now see how the village lies hidden inside/at the REAR of the cloth- 


A ing. vs GE 0703 


M36. 
常 |13 





























"EXPRESS, manifest や 表示 する ひょう b す る indicate, show, express 
0311 


: 1 
SPACE Outs EP icone ORF あら わす express, manifest 


I TABLE, chart 6 

= = TRY ひょう り に お る で て うら) front and rear, 
ヒョウ : . both sides; duplicity... .......... s. 0704 
お も て BLT あら わ ( す ) あら わ ( れ る ) POA ぉ る て の と street/front door 0248 


3 図表 ず ひ ょ 3 chart, diagram 0298 


0705 | Start by comparing this kanji with the previous one, its opposite. Here the cover of clothing 

* 145, has been lifted off the top, turning inside to outside. A growing plant (S1-4) rises out of the 
covering clothing to EXPRESS itself on the SURFACE. As for M3, TABLE/chart derives from the 
idea of EXPRESSING something so that it is easily visible. ms Z 0131 














2151 
常 | 8 









' ACTUAL, present "现状 げ ぇ じょう present condition(s) 0616 
* APPEAR 現在 げん ざい presenttime, now; present tense 
0404 








m 1 现金 げん きん 4 cash 0029 
あら わ ( れ る ) あら わ ( す ) "表現 する ひょう げん する express, represent.. 0705 
現れ る あら われ る appear, emerge 


















Like the entries before and after, Bd is used for writing あら わ (れる )/ あ ら わ ( す ) (as usual, 
each Kun-yomi homophone has its own particular range of usage). H's special sense is 

| APPEAR: here a gem ( F ) APPEARS to our sight (5a). Being right before our eyes, it also sug- 
gests MI ACTUAL/present. Recall that the hen form F is shorthand for 玉 0073. 







! AUTHOR ! 著作 する ちょ さく する write, author 0152 
? CONSPICUOUS OM ちょ し ゃ author, writer 0107 















⑨ 著 す ぁ ら ゎ す author, write 
チョ 上? 著名 ちょ めい prominence, eminence, 
あら わ ( す ) いち じ る (し い ) BOON し goaa 0269 












"著しい いち じ る し い remarkable, conspicuous 





Here we observe a person (者 ) using blades of grass (+) to write: an AUTHOR. Her action 
of expressing things clearly and visibly in writing makes them CONSPICUOUS, os FE 1443, 


Er 1444, FH 1445 









E. a 1SYSTEM 制度 せい と system, organization, institution 
‘ 2CONTROL d 
| "体制 た いせ い system, structure, organization 
・ 0062 
z セイ ^ 規 制す る きせ いす る regulate, control... 0624 
2 制限 せ ぃ げん 4 restriction, limit... 0282 
2 Efi] さん せい birth control 0181 





708 | Taking your cue from 生 growing plant, see in # a leaf, branches, and roots (ignore the 
刀 18 | similarity with 市 ) Then see 日 trimming away (i.e., CONTROLLING or regulating) any excess 
. | growth among these. Finally, learn MI SYSTEM as something that CONTROLS the functioning 
of an institution or process. «= 刺 0935, #2 0709 


1170 
常 | 8 


"m 

















MANUFACTURE 製作 せい さ < manufacture, production 0152 
BES せい そう ぎょ う manufacturing industry 
0699, 6498 


O 製 品 せい ひん manufactured goods, product 
セイ 0301 


製薬 せい ゃ < drug manufacture 0303 

日 本 製 の に ほん せい の made in Japan 0001, 0031 

0709 Clothing was among the first products made by systematic, industrial processes. It is no 

家 145| surprise, then, that system ( 制 ) and clothes ( 衣 ) in combination refer to the systematic mak- 

ーー | ing of things, or MANUFACTURING. Picture the clothing at the bottom of the character being 
systematically produced. « 22. 0720, fil] 0708 


2441 











常 | 14 













初期 し ょ き early stage, beginning; initial. 0486 

ORA さい し ょ first, outset, beginning 0196 
初め て の は じ め て の first, first-time 

O 初 飛行 は っ ひこ う maiden fight... 0475, 0055 


〇 夜 が 明け 初め る よ が あ け そ め る day begins to 
dawn 0467, 0024 




















| ショ 
は じ ( め ) は じ ( め て ) は つ は つ - うい - 
- そ ( め る ) - ぞ ( め ) 














TIU In % one can vaguely discern X 0700, of which it is a variant (do not confuse 不 with 4%). In 
the same way the Japanese expression 度 切 り ( か わき り , "cutting the leather") conveys the 
idea of "beginning, this image of taking a sword (7J) to cloth represents the FIRST step in 
making a garment. While no two kanji will differ by ネネ and ネ alone, you should remember 


that ネ comes from 衣 while ネ comes from 示 0311. 





裸体 5 た い nude body, nudity 
oO 全裸 ぜん 5 stark naked, nude 0078 
OWO は だ か の naked, bare, undressed 

| HUE は だ か うま barebacked horse 0336 
HUE は だ し barefoot, bare feet 









1 DIFFICULT | の 難病 な ん びょう incurable disease 0617 
? DISASTER DHL むず か し い difficult 

3 FAULT, criticize ① 人 解き 難い と き が た い hard to solve 0345 
ナン _ | * 難民 な ん みん refugee, displaced person.. 0477 
か た ( い ) - が た ( い ) むず か (し い ) HERES D な ん きつ する blame,censure.... 0515 


| 


| 0712 | Picture # as a Han-dynasty Chinese scholar-official. His high status is marked by the laurel 

t 172| ++ he wears on his head. 57-8 show his arms joined at his abdomen, one hand inserted into 

up. | the open portion of the opposite sleeve in his gown. Notice his spread legs. The other kanji 

BE using # (and a version with legs joined, #), appear at 1730-34; preview these now. The pres- 

| ent entry depicts a small bird (HE) making life DIFFICULT for a poor Han scholar-official. See 

_1632 | how the bird painfully torments him by pecking at his ears. This image also serves us well for 
常 | 18| the act of FAULTING or criticizing. Learn M2 DISASTER as an extension of MI DIFFICULTY. 




















C 准 教員 bw ん きょう ぃ ん junior/assistant teacher 
0632, 0317 









| 0713 | Our challenge here is to keep this kanji distinct from the next one, which has the same read- 
7 15 | ing, similar writing, and one similar meaning. Focus on y (the next entry has 7), once more 
| letting it suggest second(ary) (see 次 0278). You thus obtain a second-ranking (i.e., JUNIOR) 
bird (E ) The reading Z7 ジュ ン is easy to associate with JUNIOR. «xx i 0714 










"STANDARD, level HERI b ゅ ん そ < regulations, standard 0625 
2? QUASI- TORIE tutea level, standard; water level 0027 

OH き b ゅ ん standard, criterion, basis... 0495 
ジュ ン ③④ 準決勝 bp ん けっ し ょ う semifinal 0330, 0460 


ESE じゅ ん か いい ん associate member 
a 0226, 0317 




























In Japanese the ideas level and STANDARD are expressed in the word “water level" (水準 すい 
7k 85 | じゅ ん ) To perceive the above meanings in this kanji, see a bird (E) sipping watert Y ) from 
a a river, whose level is marked by $12. $13 indicates the river's maximum range of fluctuation, 

revealing that it is almost at high water; this suggests M2 QUASI-. sæ AE 0713 










PROVIDE (for), furnish 軍備 CAU military preparations, armaments 


0583 
“MTT 4 じゅ ん びす る provide for, prepare for 
. 0714 


















FH よび reserve, spare; preparation, 
preliminaries .ee 
ali S せっ びす s equip/provide(with)...0520 
り 借 える そなえ る provide for, stock, furnish 


0715 | To perceive here the idea of PROVIDING for a rainy day, visualize this man (イイ ) gathering 
人 9 | food provisions (from plants ++) inside a container (FH), and hanging it from the edge of 
| a cliff (J ).This may seem like an odd place to store his provisions, but in fact he will only 
need them when he has been pushed to "the edge.” 


E 
そ な ( え る ) そ な ( わ る ) 































OJET- LE3 death 0233 
















OW 死去 Las death, passing away .. 0138 
過労 死 か る 3 し death from overwork 0464, 0542 

シ 死 を 覚悟 する し を か < ご する be prepared to die 

し ( ぬ ) し (に })- 0325, 0326 






Oda Lie die, pass away 





0716 | 47 means bone or death. Let the first stroke represent ground level, so that > is buried 
4 78 | underground. Here it takes E^ fallen person underground with it, representing the act of 
DYING. sa 苑 0729 












3 ) FUNERAL JHidÉd 5 まい そう する bury inter 0533 
4 OX そう ぅ しき funeral ceremony 0109 
2 | as 火葬 か そ 3 cremation 0026 
T ソウ m mm 水 车 すい そ 3 burial at sea 0027 
" i320 (4) OZ84 i565 bury inter 














UTI T Recall ++ (two hands) from 戒 0469. Here we observe two hands burying a dead (JU) person 
Mj 140| under grass (++): FUNERAL. rs 苑 0729 


2022. 
a 12 


COLUMN, row 列 を 作る れつ を つく る formaline/row/column 
0152 


列島 れ っ と 3 archipelago 0341 
列車 れ っ し ゃ (railway) train 0125 
並列 へ いれ っ arranged ina row/column, 
parallel : 
Here see ダ as a bone, lined up next to a sword ( |] ) in two neat COLUMNS. In a table, this 
kanji refers to columns and 行 0055 to rows, but in many other contexts the English transla- 
tion for the present entry is row. vs 別 0090, 例 0721 





痛烈 な っ うれ っ な sharp, biting, scathing ..0619 
O 強 烈 な きょう れつ な intense, severe 0423 
烈風 れ っ ぷ 3 violent/strong wind 0425 
烈火 れ っ か raging fire, inferno 0026 








ize a fire ^w stretching skyward in two tall 








> SPLIT, tear 破裂 itho explosion, bursting 0596 
] O 分 裂 す る ぶん れつ する split, breakup ....0089 
OO 裂く x< [vt] split, tear 
í -— |y Oft xt (vi) split, tear 
n さ ( く ) さ ( け る ) BATE Atte tear, rip, crack. ... 0021 











0720 | When you see this character, imagine SPLITTING or tearing the garment (4x) into the two 
"columns" 9| (i.e., strips) above it, va" #2 0709 





























s 8 | EXAMPLE, precedent ご 前 例 ぜん れい precedent; above example _ 0113 


c 常 例 じょう っ れい usual practice, established 
custom 0321 
Á oom — = 例外 れい が い exception 0266 
た と (える ) ue nee usual; that, (the one) in question 
〇 例え ば た と えば forexample 


Following the EXAMPLE/precedent set by 47 and I], A person becomes 4 here and assumes 
an upright position in line with the others. Make an effort to remember that 例 (レイ ) is the 
only character based on 列 that is not pronounced レツ . c= 列 0718, 倒 0941 



























刑務 所 けい むし ょ prison 0687, 0249 
刑期 けい き prisonterm 0486 





死刑 し けい capital punishment, death penalty 
0716 
処刑 し ょ けい execution, punishment 9553 






刑事 は いじ (police) detective 0080 









= 


i Imagine that a traditional PENALTY in Japan was to be tied to a torii (FF) and hacked with a 
sword ( 1] ). var 判 0744, T] 0409, WF 0724 















TYPE, model 





の 典型 て 4 けい type, pattern, model, exemplar 
(0504 


典型 的 な て ん けい て き な typical. 0504, 0169 


の — | 体型 を い けい form, figure 0052 
^ か た ue 大 型 お お が た large size; large model... 0033 
k 血液 型 けっ ぇ き が た blood type 0198, 0468 


One way to associate this construction with the meanings TYPE and model is to let "penalty 
(fl) + earth (1: suggest the idea of pounding or “punishing” a malleable material like clay 
to shape it into a predefined mold. 









































1 GRIND 
* RESEARCH 


OBEY と < grind, polish 
研ぎ 石 と ぎぃ し whetstone, knife sharpener 
D4 














ce = 
と <) 


] 「 研 米 機 けん ま ぃ き rice polisher. 0234, 0473 
@ 研 学 けん が < study 0099 











Picture using the stone (fi) to GRIND the torii (FF) to a smooth polish. To associate MI GRIND 
with M2 RESEARCH, think of the latter as the polishing of one’s understanding. A sample 

m ipe is provided here for M2, but more important ones appear at 1% 1676 and 2€ 1710. 
ex JH] 0722 






















MISFORTUNE, trouble JEH ゃ < び unlucky day, critical day 0001 
厄年 ゃ < と し climacteric/critical year, unlucky 


yeat 0117 

= — ーーーー| 〇 厄介 や ゃ っ か い trouble, annoyance 0611 
KIE た い ゃ < great misfortune; grand 

climacteric 0033 














0728 | This character shows us a cliff )with a body lying below it hunched over, its back and 
J- 27 | neck broken (L). It signifies MISFORTUNE. Do not confuse Ll, broken body with |J seal, 
introduced back at ED 0231. s= fi; 0726 


2550 
常 | 4 
DANGEROUS O 危 機 きき crisis, emergency 0473 
危害 き が い injury, harm; danger, risk.. 0413 
O 人 危な い = 危 うい )】 ぁ あぶない に あや うい) dangerous, 
insecure 


= t "Lt ^ で か H : m 
あぶ (な い ) あや (うい ) あや ( ぶ む ) c いのち が あぶ な し (one SNUG 


fat aps fear apprehend 


- Picture $1-2 as a man who peers down over the edge of a cliff(J ). Realizing what happened - 
to the poor man in the last entry, he suddenly senses DANGER. «= JU, 0725, 色 0528 





OO 规范 き は ん standard, norm, criterion... 0624 
HEPI は ん れい example 0721 
SLM て ん ば ん model, standard; law, code . 0504 
範囲 ほん い range, scope 0435 
広範 囲 こう は ん ぃ wide range 0238, 0435 


Recall that kanji with 4” sometimes have to do with keeping records. Here a notorious case 
of a chariot (#4) running over someone (leaving a broken body E) has been recorded on a 
bamboo scroll as an admonitory MODEL or example of what occurs when one ignores the 
rules of safe driving. 








常 |15 


HOLD A GRUDGE, resent OB: SAna deeply held grudge 0230 


rt 
OE ぅ 5 ぉ holda grudge, resent [cf. TR 1217] 





2; 98 778 エン オン 
d NY Rs うら ( む )* うら ( み )* うら (めし い )* 








Jt, combines 4’ (which resembles 47 death/bone) and yoken body. We can treat 如 

as a variation on 7E death. It combines here with heart/mind (Ù) to represent the idea of 
wishing someone were dead: HOLD A GRUDGE/resent. A compound using the reading エン 
appears at 恨 1217. 2 うら む (V2 here) is usually written with the latter kanji. 














? ' IMPERIAL GARDEN IHH な い ぇ ん Inner garden Cof the imperial 
a palace) l 0215 
» 外苑 が いえ ん outer garden (of the imperial 

h palace) 0264 


エン オン 
その 




















0729 | Here we find grass growing from the soil in which dead bodies (多) are buried. Imagine that 
WW 140| they are the remains of deceased emperors, for this character refers to IMPERIAL GARDENS. 
|. | ux $f 0730, FE 0716, 葬 0717 


1926 








ADDRESS FEE ぁ て さき address, addressee 0134 
宛名 ぁ て な addressee, address 0269 
外来 語 に 字 を 宛て る が いら いこ ご に じ を あて る assign 

Chinese characters to a foreign word 
0266, 0274, 0222, 0098 


宛て 字 HTL phonetic substitute, false substitute 
character 


オレ ンジ を 一人 宛 三 個 オレ ンジ を ひと りあ て さん こ 
7 three oranges per person... 0002, 0015, 0004, 0262 
0730 | Means ADDRESS, in the sense of directing to or assigning to. Here we can see the dead bod- 
~ 40 | ies(/.) being assigned to a location under a certain roof(-**), that is, a specific numbered 
m location (an ADDRESS) where they will be kept until identified, «= 苑 0729 














あ ( て る ) - あ (て ) -DT 






































BOWL, cup OXW ちゃ わん teacup; rice bowl 


BRL ぉ ゎ ん bowl 




























In a full dinner service, each dish is assigned to a specific course of a meal. Thus in this enlya - 
石 112| stone 4 (standing for ceramics and glass) that is addressed (Zi) to a part of a meal represents 
~ | BOWLS or cups. es» 腕 0732 










; 1 ARM "BEA ゎ ん り ょ < muscular strength 0084 
っ * ABILITY OLB じょう わん upper arm 0041 

DAN T 腕時計 3 で と けい wrist watch 0384, 0555 

ワン l SHEN う で ま ぇ skill, ability, capacity 0113 

う で ^ 腕 利き ぅ て きき person of ability 0412 





By evolving to walk upright, humans freed up two limbs for addressing to other tasks. Here 
"body part (H) + address (J)" suggests that body part which, not otherwise occupied, can 
be assigned to whatever task we may wish to carry out: the ARM. As for M2, just as 手 0046 
HAND can signify "skill" so too $E ARM can signify ABILITY, c= 碗 0731 

















FEATS いき w< す る selloff, dispose of by 
0353 


ri ELIMINATE, reject - 
. Toa sale 
却下 する きゃ っ か する reject, dismiss, turn down 
= — — i 0040 
ギャ ク 棄却 する きき ゃ < する reject renounce... 0606 
O 返 却 す る へ ん きゃ くす る return 0376 


0733 | for this and the next entry, we go from I, broken body back to |! seal. Here let seal and go 
D 26 | away (Æ 0138) suggest an expulsion or deportation order stamped by a high authority; that 
All is, an order to ELIMINATE or reject. sa 脚 0734, Bh 0390 


1034 








脚 部 secs legls) [as ofa table] 0068 
O 三 脚 さん 4 きゃ *< tripod 0004 
脚注 きゃ < ちゅう footnote 0368 
脚本 きゃ < ほん script, playbook, scenario. 0031 


三 本 脚 の 犬 さん ぼん あし の いぬ three-legged 
dog 0004, 0031, 0293 


Think of the LEG as the body part (A) for eliminating (£0) things, as in “kicking them out” or - 
“punting them away.” esr Z|) 0733 











OFFENSE, violation 犯行 は ん こう criminalact, crime, offense. 0055 
OFLA. は ん に ん criminal, offender 0015 

防犯 ぽう ぅ は ん crime prevention 0174 
O 法 を 犯す ほう を お か す Violate the law .— 0139 
お か ( す ) 女 を 犯す お ん な を お か す Iapeawoman . 0093 














gi CRAZY, mad (about) 狂気 の きょう き の insane, mad, crazy 0126 
, O 狂 犬 病 きょう けん びょう rabies 0299, 0617 
A. 殺人 狂 さっ じん きょう homicidal maniac 
= — = 0522,0015 
jp HATED お ん な に くる う d after a girl 00 
くる (わせ る ) 狂おしい 思い くる お し い お も い maddening 
thought ; 0142 








0 36 To remember that this character means CRAZY, let "dog king" suggest a crowned werewolf. 
犬 94 | Take a few moments to picture Æ at the right going mad and turning into 4 at the left. 


0241 


EP 55 

















M uy prison uniform 0700 
| 


"mr De [Prison 
AAA ご < し death in prison 0716 








ーー テッ pans 
| [p C. USA し ゅ っ こく release from prison 0038 
ww 一 ゴク 獄中 記 ご < ぉ うき diary writlen in prison 
ロ 0035, 0427 
“OMAK were hell; inferno 0187 











0737. 4 dog and 大 dog are used here as a disdainful way to represent two locked-up convicts. 
K 94| Imagine the words (8) they speak to each other, inside the PRISON. Might they be trash- 
.| talking one another, or rather collaborating on a plan for escaping their impoundment? 








IS NOT, non-, un-, wrong ご 非常 ひょう emergency, calamity 0321 
非常 口 ひじ ょ 3 ぐち emergency exit 0321, 0019 
非礼 の れい impoliteness 0313 

ヒ - 非難 ひな 4 criticism, blame 0712 


非 と する ひと する condemn, denounce 

























0738 This image of two virtually identical objects facing opposite directions intuitively represents 
JE 175| the ideas NOT, non-, un-, and wrong. 
















"EXCLUDE, reject 
* DISCHARGE, excrete 


の 排他 的 な は いた て き な exclusive, cliquish, 
clannish cs 0189, 0169 
' 排 日 は い に ち antijapanese 0001 


“排出 は いし wg っ discharge, exhaust, evacuation 
0038 














“排水 は いす い drainage; displacement (of 
IL sang ne genns esos 0027 
排気 が ガス は いき ガス exhaust gas. 0126 


0739 | see a hand (F) EXCLUDING or rejecting something by making the "not" signal (JE). Learn 
F 64 | M2 DISCHARGE as an extension of MI. we 批 0746, D. 0740 
























0446 


常 |11 


C. A | HAIKU, actor ORE) は ux haiku (seventeen-syllable poem) 
. 0166 
: 俳人 は uc ん haiku poet 0015 
E ハイ 


0740| Here we see a man (1 ) composing or acting out fiction (i.e., that which “is not" JE): he isan 
人 9 | actor or HAIKU poet. A sample compound for the actor sense appears at 優 0780. 


we HF 0739 
0094. 
常 |10 




















| CRIME, sin 犯罪 は ん ざい offense, crime 0735 


無罪 の むさ ぃ の not guilty, innocent .— 0048 

u OA SEO ゅ うざい ぃ の guilty 0400 

= ザイ — — | Æ xoz sin, iniquity 0498 

^ = つみ 罪人 つみ びと sinner... 0015 
ざい に ん criminal, offender 


“D741 | To remember that this kanji means CRIME, visualize ™ as the tiny, barred window of a prison 

网 122| cell and JE as the bars of the sliding cell door, just now about to slam shut. To remember 

ーー this kanji's reading, | suggest you memorize the antonym pair V2 and V3, though V1 is more 
common than these. 








9 罚金 ば っ きん 4 fine 0029 
刑罚 ゆい ぱっ penalty, punishment 0722 
MLE し ょ ば っ punishment, penalty 0553 
食す る ば っ する punish 
罰 当 た りな ば ちあ た りな sacrilegious 0141 








| Again we have the barred prison cell window (m), now shown with words of sentencing ( 8) 
网 122| and the sword of the executioner ( 1] ), symbolizing PUNISHMENT. 











ACCOMPANY 同伴 する と う は ん する accompany, go with 
0182 


O 伴 う と る な う accompany, go with, attend 


— 友人 を 伴っ て ゆう じん を と る な っ て accompanied 
do dod bya friend 1399 


と も な ( う ) 











10743] see a man (4) ACCOMPANIED by his "better half" ( 半 ). Note that all kanji in this course 
containing 半 have the on reading 7 7; though a few of these may also be read 73 > 
oe 件 0118 











5 > 7 ! JUDGE, decide Mk ato judicial decision, judgment, 
! 6 2 sentence 0330 
PERSONAL SEAL 
ON 1 判事 は 4 じ judge 0080 
pom ! 判定 する は ん て いす る judge decide ... 0045 
1 判 じ る は 4 じ る judge, decide, interpret 


SHF- は 4 こ personal seal; seal impression 0094 














7) 18 | they "cut off" one option in favor of another. Similarly, the kanji for JUDGE/decide suggests 
=| “cuti 1} ) in half 35)" To remember M2, associate the act of affixing one's PERSONAL SEAL 
with the idea of deciding in favor of something. vs 型 0722, Tl] 0409 


0744 | The English word decide derives from the Latin caedere or “cut,” for when people decide, 


1038 
218 常 | 


















COMMENT, evaluate 評判 ひょう ば ん fame, reputation 0744 


i 
o 、 

a 好評 こう ひょう favorable criticism, public favor 
‘| ーー 一 = 映画 評 えい が ひょう film review 0329, 0174 
4 ヒョウ O 評 価 ad . " 

) ü ひょう か evaluation, appraisal 0540 
大 方 の 評 で は お お か た の ひょう で は according 


to public opinion 0033, 0173 


0745 | Recall that 3 0334 resembles “the scales of justice" Here, we observe words ( È ) that weigh 
言 149| or assess something on a scale of value, that is, words of evaluation or COMMENTARY. 

















1361 | 
1$ | 12 











IO 批評 ひひ ょ 3 criticism, comment 0745 
批评 家 ひひ ょ うか critic reviewer 0745.0219 
批難 ひな 4 criticism, blame 0712 

iE 批判 ひ は 4 criticism, comment 0744 

批准 する ひじ m4 する ratify 0713 


CRITICIZE, comment 





















0746 Imagine using the fingers of your hand ( F ) to point out the relative merits and faults of two 
手 64 | things you are comparing (EE): CRITICIZE/comment. mw 排 0739 








CE At. marshal, general 
総帥 そう す ぃ commanderin chief 
















Review 官 0290 GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL. Well treat F3 as a variation on official (E), one 
not working in an office (no ~>), but sporting a feather in his cap (S1) to indicate high status. 

Cloth (TD) can in this instance represent an army's flag, marking È as the army's "flag officer" 
or highest authority, its COMMANDER IN CHIEF. wr 師 0748 










P MASTER, teacher “PC きょう し teacher, instructor 0632 
2 1 師範 し は ん teacher, master, coach 0727 
Ty 医師 いし doctor, physician, surgeon 0561 
， —— 牧師 ほぼ < し pastor, minister, priest 0576 
= 絵師 ぇ し painter, artist 0525 











(748 | Of still higher status than the COMMANDER IN CHIEF (Fil) is his MASTER or teacher ( 師 ) who 

IJ 50 | gets to carry not only a flag but also a teacher's pointer (7), for pointing to the blackboard 

J during strategy lessons. Practice writing the two kanji in alternation, learning to identify their 
meanings by the presence or absence of the teacher's pointer, sar 部 0747 























1SEAT の 座席 させ き seat 0279 





? SIT 1 座布団 ざぶとん (floor) cushion... 0204, 0649 
2 正座 する せい ざす る situpright/straight.. 0043 

|y E ② 座 る tha sitdown 

すわ (る ) 口座 z3% (bank)account 0019 



















WETS た いざ する sit face to face 0650 
独 坐 rex sitting alone 0346 



















‘0750 | In Chinese, 44 means “sit” while FE means “seat,’ but in Japanese the latter has come to 
+ 32 | fulfill both functions. The former still persists in a few kanji compounds in which it refers to 
the action, SIT. «= A 0751 














1 GRADUATE, come to an end 
2 PRIVATE, soldier 


OÆ そっ ぎょ 3 graduation 0498 


THEA AS と うだ いそ っ graduate from the 
University of Tokyo, ......... sess 0032, 0033 


! 高卒 = うそ っ highschool graduate 0185 
VAR 5 そっ する die, pass on 
@—4E 7K voto private first class 0002, 0393 








ソ ツ 


















Informed by 座 0749, try to visualize two PRIVATES wearing flat-topped service caps, sitting 
on a bench and listening to a GRADUATION speech. Their soldier's training has come to an 
end, wa 生 0750, 率 0752 





! RATE, proportion | 〇 比率 ou っ ratio, percentage 0123 
? LEAD, command 1 利率 uuo interest(rate) . 0412 

1 率 を 定め る りつ を さだ め る fixthe rate . . 0045 
vy 099 — 2 引率 する いん そつ する lead, command 0422 
ひき (いる ) Ding ひき いる lead, command 




















+- is a lid, S6-9 are sound waves (see 248 0302), % is a child, and F is ten. Together they 
mean LEAD/command, from the idea of keeping a lid on ten noisy children. For MI, think 
of how a numerator determines (i.e., "commands") a proportion/RATE. es 78 0751, HE 1736 














も UMBRELLA “EF xA underthe umbrella (of), affiliated, 
0040 


subsidiary 
PA toza iron dome 0564 
le | y m: HAE あま が さき umbrella 0154 
" か さ H&E vus parasol 000) 








0753 | Behold an UMBRELLA. 








MS あま が さき rain hat 0154 
O 竹 笠 た けが き bamboo hat 0243 
AF bass Kasahara [surname] 0208 


小笠 原 ぉ が さ ゎ 5 Ogasawara [surname] 
0034, 0208 


ERE か さき るり Kasamori [surname] 0241 






























0754 | Here we see 必 bamboo used as an old-fashioned conical BAMBOO HAT by a standing per- 
竹 118| son (AZ). Because a BAMBOO HAT serves to shield its wearer from rain or the sun’s rays, 等 
| was given the same Japanese reading as the kanji for UMBRELLA, shown in the previous entry, 
oe X 0419 












STAR, celestial body 星座 vx constellation 0749 


















星条旗 せい じょう 3 き the Stars and Stripes 
0119, 0573 
5 
上 KÆ か せい M 0026 
` i 卫星 えい せい satellite, moon 0661 
iL HFL 
OR GW. ほし うら な い astrology 0348 











0755 | STARS are the source of life. Visualize a SIARS life-giving energy here in the way the sun (H) 
H 72 | shines down on a growing plant (^E), w=» 5t 0077 








, 1JUICE の 果汁 か cs fuitjuice 0599 
* SOUP "レモン の 汁 レモ ン の し る lemon juice 
* 出し汁 な し Ca る broth, stack 0038 
ジュ ウ 肉汁 に < じゅ 5 meatjuice, gravy 0216 
し る - し る 

















I2 
Iw 








1DIPPER 1 北斗 七 星 ほくと し ちせ い the Big Dipper 
` 2 TO (18 liters) c 0122, 0009, 0755 
` uet ise 20 0003 


















| 0757 Depicts a DIPPER, with two drops of water (51-2) to represent its contents. We might think of 
it as containing the volume of one TO (18 liters, equivalent to 10 FF SHO 1051). As a compo- 
nent grapheme in other kanji, 斗 may also mean measure. ms 计 0756 

















1FEE 
2 MATERIALS 


料金 りょう きん charge, rate, fee, fare 0029 


1 有料 / 無 料 ゅ うり ょ う / む りょう fora fee/for tree 
SE 0400, 0048 


| 2 原料 げん りょう raw material .… .. 0208 
2 食料 し ょ <us う food, foodstuffs... 0288 
③ 料 理 りょう り cooking, cuisine; handling. ...0532 
















リョ ウ 

















0758 | Depicts the act of scooping up a measure of rice (#) with a dipper (3I). Think of it as a ven- 
3} 68 | dor collecting a FEE by scooping up a measure of his client's rice (as in VI), or a cook scoop- 
ing up MATERIALS for a meal (as in V5), s= 科 0759 





SUBJECT OF STUDY ORE か が < science.. 0099 
歯科 し か dentistry 0674 
理科 りか science; science department... 0532 


教科 きょう か school subject; course of study, 
curriculum 0632 


科す る か する inflict, levy (a fine, etc.) 




















| 0759 | Learn to recognize the meaning of this kanji just by the way it differs from the last one. In 料 
X 115| we collected roughly bundled rice ( which suggests raw MATERIALS. Here, we collect neatly 
bundled rice ($, see 和 0236), which suggests a more technologically advanced stage, one 
requiring the disciplined training of a SUBJECT OF STUDY. 1% 科 0758 

















DEE auae calmly, quietly 0334 


1 全然 ぜん ぜん wholly, totally, completely; (not) 
at al - 0078 


2 天 然 D て ん ね ん の natural... 0270 
る 自然 し ぜ 4 nature 0081 
2 当然 と う ぜ ん naturally, as a matter of course 


1 "LIKE," “-ly” (modifier-forming suffix) 
? SO, in that way 












It is probably easiest for English speakers to learn the meaning of PX by thinking of it as 
adding the sense of -LIKE or -ly to the character preceding it. Now we normally don't think of 
dogs (Jc) as meat (H, written here as in % 0637), but if one were cooked up and served to 

us, our outlook might change. Here, picture a fire (aw) making a dog " meal-LIKE? «s WK 0762 















9 燃料 ね ん りょう fuel 0758 


内 燃 機 関 な いね ん きか ん internal combustion 
engine 0215, 0473, 0451 


— MEA sas [vi]burn 
燃え 尽き る る ぇ っ きる |vilbum out, be burned 
UD 0338 

| 燃やす も ゃ す [wt]burn 


A little etymology is in order here. Since the previous entry pictured a fire (a) but then came 
also to mean something unrelated to fire, & was added here to make a kanji that would 
unambiguously refer to BURNING. Practice writing the two kanji in turn, learning to identify 
their meanings by the presence or absence of $. 

























2 沈默 6466 silence, reticence 0655 
黙 読 する も < と くす る read silently 0355 
PAL 9 (PAR) る < と ぅ silent prayer 

“YK #3 becomesilent, shut one’s mouth 



























0762 | At 0535 we learned that fire (a) turned a village (#2) BLACK (8). Here it turns the village's 
黒 203| dogs CA) SILENT. r= [f 0763, 然 0760 










ORRE じゅ うい veterinarian 0561 
野獣 ゃ be3 wild animal, wild game 0534 
HGB け も の みち animal trail 0158 








0763 | Picture § as a wild, hairy BEAST, standing his ground muzzle-to-muzzle with a dog (%). Be 
A 94 | sure to visualize # as a large and dangerous creature, lest you confuse this kanji with the 
next one, ca ZA 0762 



















OF fii ust hunter 0748 
PÆ りょう き hunting season 0395 
HAA りょう けん hound, hunting dog 0293 

Yay | 禁猟 きん りょう hunting/shooting ban .0312 

猟 を する りょう を する hunt shoot 






















0768 | Misa simplified variant of jl 2263 RAT, here being HUNTED by a dog-like creature (3 ). 
X 94 | os FF 0766 
xe 















FISHING CMM uou fisherman 0748 
MESE ぎょ ぎょ う fishing industry 0498 
漁船 ぎょ せ ん fishing boat (549 
渔场 xac» fishing ground fishery .. . 0445 


ギョ リョ ウ 

















DISS | visualize here the act of hauling a fish (f&) out of water (Ñ ), that is, FISHING. 
水 85 


| 0631 
d 14 














0 狩猟 Lensa hunting, hunt 0764 
狩猟 期 Leux う き huntingseason ...0764, 0486 
BF か りゅう ど と に か りう と ) hunter 0015 

シュ - O 狩 り に 行く か り に いく go hunting 0055 


か (る ) Q0) 2:0) 潮干狩り し ぉ ひ が り shell gathering (at low tide) 
es se 0146, 0408 

















A HUNTING dog (4 ) watches over (SF) his master’s quarry until the hunter arrives to claim it. 
mw Ai 0764 





FEROCIOUS, intensive JER $504 ferocious dog 0293 
猛獣 も 3 じゅ 3 savage beast 0763 


OFEFI 4 る うれ っ な violent, vehement, fierce 
0719 
















猛然と も う ぜ 4 と fiercely 0760 
猛 毒 も ぅ と < deadly poison 0133 















| suggest that visualizing m. as the dog (3 Y's lower teeth sinking into a child ( 子 ) may better 
evoke the idea FEROCIOUS than picturing the dog serving himself a child on a plate. 


SMOKE O 禁 煙 4424 No Smoking [sign]; giving up 
smoking 0312 


節 煙 せっ ぇ ん moderationinsmoking . 0391 
煙 に な る けむ お り に な る vanish in thin air 








= 
Offi けむ 
けむ (る ) けむ り けむ ( い ) 煙い むい smoky 
煙草 た ば こ tobacco; cigarette 0144 

















(768 | We've learned to see FH as a box (see € 0547), but here we're better off seeing it as 
W 86 | a cloud of SMOKE, billowing up over the earth (F) where a fire (X) burns. 


MIS 


0936 
78 | 13 





















O 全 焼 す る ぜん し ょ うす る beburntdown . 0078 


) トト WIAR し ょ うし ん じ さ っ burning oneself to 
le UIS ーー -一 一 death 0060, 0081, 0522 
站 © 1 ， 
や ( く ) (X) や ( き )-- や ( き ) や (ける ) 焼き 島 や き と り grilled chicken 0340 
| 夕焼け Se sunset glow 0265 
Ji Visualize 3t as a fire with three leaping flames. 51 0-12, representing the base of the fire, 


resembles 元 0136 (ORIGIN or base). Together with A, this easily suggests BURN or roast. 
J| ue BE 0770 


à ] BURN, roast 燃焼 ね ん し ょ うぅ combustion, burning 0761 

























BER ぎょ うてん dawn, sky at dawn 0270 
暁星 きょうせい morning star, Venus 0755 

今 晓 こん ぎょ 3 at daybreak today 0228 
り 暁 の 空 ぁみ っ き の そ 5 dawning sky 0398 




















FORMER, old 旧制 きゅう せい old system, old style 0708 
旧姓 き ゅ ぅ せい one'sformername,née | 0431 
旧式 き w し き old style, old type 0109 
新旧 の し 4 きゅう 3 の old and new 0275 


旧 ソ 連 きゅう ぅ ソ れ ん formerSoviet Union . 0582 























日 marks the present day. $1 marks a time before that (ie。 to the left on the calendar): 
FORMER times. When |H appears as a grapheme inside other characters, we'll generally refer 
to it by the term old. 










O 〇 児童 じ と 3 child, juvenile 0537 
ZPW に さい じ two-year-old child 0003.0652 


9 小 思科 し ょ うに か (department of) pediatrics 
0034, 0759 


乳児 に ゅ 3E infant, baby, suckling 0160 
育児 ぃ < infant rearing, nursing of children 
0489 




























| 0772 | Once a generation comes of age, it sets about reproducing itself. This character depicts a new 
JL 10 | generation arising to take the place of an old (IH) one. See a newborn CHILD trying to bal- 
Fl ance himself on two little /egs (>u). At the top is his head, looking just like his o/d man. 







E 
常 | 了 | 




















1 ALSO 彼 も 赤 和 良い 人 だ か れる また いい ひと だ Heisa 
nice man, too 0577, 0285, 0015 


1 ThUJR わた し る また 「als0, metoo 0237 
ノ N r4 
また 


0773 | Used infrequently as an independent kanji meaning ALSO, an idea that we may associate 
ュー | with the "repetition" of the base strokes: first two on the inside (53-4), then ALSO two on the 
| outside (55-6). More important to us is its use as a grapheme, for which we shall visualize it 
as flames (53-6, resembling ^") heating a griddle (S2). 1 赤 0774, X. 0058 

















O 赤 十字 せき bw2 じ Red Cross 0005, 0098 
赤軍 せき ぐん RedArmy .. (583 
赤外線 せき が いせ ん infrared rays... 0246, 0210 

















セキ シャ ク ーー ORDE あぁ あか らむ become red 
あか あか - あか ( い ) あか (らむ) 赤字 dev deficit, red figures 0098 
あか ( ら め る ) 
















0774) Associate this character with the color RED by letting the cross ( 十 ) at the top suggest a RED E 
赤 155| cross (the medical relief symbol), kept RED hot on a flame-heated griddle (FR). var 赤 0773 






变化 へ ん か change, variety; declension. 0120 
1 变动 へ ん どう change, fluctuation 0540 
① 恋 わる か ゎ る change, be different 

1 変え る か える change, revise 

2 変人 へ ん じん eccentricperson, crank. 0015 


1 CHANGE, variation 
2 ABNORMAL 
















NY 


か (わる ) か (わり ) か (える ) 












0775 | Here let 久 crossed legs suggest passiveness or stasis. Then imagine applying a hot griddle 
A, 94 | (Us) to a changeless cross-legged person to force them into CHANGE, M2 ABNORMAL can be 
ニ 。 | thought of as "CHANGED from the normal.” Note in the old forms for this and the next two 
p entries how 亦 simplifies the 4-4-4 construction. 


1782 | 








BARBARIAN WA ぱん じん savage, barbarian; aboriginal 
ooo Mo NM ed NR 0015 
n 
Pp bh! 蛮族 ば ん そく savage tribe 0568 
i = JOEA や ば ん な savage, barbarous 0534 











0776 | Think of cooking a meal of insects (R) on a hot griddle (JF) as a most BARBARIAN act. 
$ 142 


zx 
te 
EH, 

1827 
412 




















(romantic) LOVE | 失恋 し っ れん unrequited love 0563 














恋 う こぅ love 
恋する こい する love, fall in love with 
レン l OBA こい びと lover, sweetheart 0015 
2 OE SUNL 初恋 は っ こい first love 0710 


















0777 A heart OÙ) burning like the fire under a hot griddle (JF): (romantic) LOVE. The on-yomi — 
4p 61 | compound to memorize appears in the next entry, ra" 愛 0778 












9 恋爱 れん ぁ い romanticlove 0777 













愛称 あい し ょ 3 nickname, pet name 0664 
愛国 心 あい こ < し 4 patriotism, nationalism 









5,0054 
ティ 0075, 00 
いと (し い )* 







愛す る ぁ い する love, be fond of 
C 愛 し い いと し い darling, beloved 








0778 | Review 受 0065. Here what is handed over is one's heart UÈ} —even if the cross-legged (x) 
4 61 | recipient appears unmoved—for this is true LOVE, «= & 0065, 恋 0777 




















"BE ANXIOUS, worry 
*GRIEF 


ETE] ゅ 3 こく patriotism, concern forone's 
country 


WREEAS し ょ うら い を うれ える wonyaboul 
the future 0614, 0274 


"StL. 3 れい anxiety, trouble, worry 

z 3 うい melancholy, sad 

* 物 愛 い も の 3 ぃ languid, melancholy 0172 
0779 | Here we observe a heart AGGRIEVED, caught between the burden of a thousand-pound weight 
4 61 | (SI-6, resembling H 0016 HUNDRED, but with an extra zero) and the passive emotionless- 

. | ness of its cross-legged beloved (^*). Observing its predicament, we can easily perceive its 

ANXIETY and GRIEF. sr Æ 0363 
















ユウ 
うれ (える ) うれ ( い ) う ( い ) う ( き ) 



































1SUPERIOR 优先 ゅ ぅ せん preference, priority 0134 
2ACTOR 「 優 勝 す る ゆう し ょ うす る win, bevictorious. . 0460 
, ?KIND — MYR TLIC すぐ れ た が < し ゃ eminent scholar 


v > —— 0099, 0107 
ユウ 
の や さき (しい) すぐ (れる ) * 俳 優 ゅ い ゅ ぅ actor, actress 0740 
OL V eu gentle, kind 


40780 | Think of 1 here as a SUPERIOR and KIND man who comes to aid an anxious/grieving heart 
人 9 | ( 愛 ) For M2 ACTOR, it suffices to learn the three compounds 俳優 (は い ゆ う , actor, actress), 
0] 女優 ( じ ょ ゆ う , actress), and 男優 (だ ん ゆう , actor), Learn these three words as a set. 













































| CHESTNUT Opt XB や きぐ り roasted chestnuts 0769 
栗毛 <gr chestnut [horse] 0487 


| リッ y 
くり 

















0781 A box or basket (38) on top of a CHESTNUT tree, for loading up with CHESTNUTS, Do not 
confuse with the name-use kanji 3E MILLET, ex 办 0782 















OZE で ん びょう slip, chit, ticket 0223 
1 住民 票 Cp うみ ん ひょう resident card 0366, 0477 
Wm yA と 5 ひょう する vote,castaballot .0517 

taw o 24889 と < く ひ ょ 3 votes obtained 037 

2 票 を 読む ひょう を よむ Countthe votes 0355 


1SLIP OF PAPER 
* BALLOT 































D782) A box (=) placed atop an altar (FR). Here the altaris being used as a ballot box stand at a 
polling place. The box on top of it has a slot at the top for inserting SLIPS OF PAPER (i.e., 
BALLOTS). esr E 0781 





標示 する ひょう じす る post up, declare, 
demonstrate 0311 


商標 し ょ うぅ ひょう 3 trademark... 0351 
語 ひょう ご slogan, motto, catchphrase . 0222 
OH v5UsA. standard, norm, criterion. 0714 
目标 も < ひょう 3 mark, target, goal, object. 0021 

















0783 -Picture a slip of paper (23) pasted on a tree (本 一 a sign or label to MARK the tree’s genus 
and species, Note that the three kanji based on 村 are read ヒョウ . 














"um DRIFT, float O 浮 漂 ss う floating 0613 
b EAR ひょう ぜん 4 casually, aimlessly, unexpectedly 
~ ; c" 0760 
me. pa - OS た だ よう drift, float 
d " ^N た だ よ ( う ) 漂う 小舟 た だ よう こぶ ね drifting boat ..0034, 0668 
(78A | Here we observe a slip of paper (#2) floating/DRIFTING on the water ( Y )'s surface. 
K 85 
03 


常 |14 











TRANSFER | 末 都 せん と transfer ofthe capital 0244 
ALY se^ relegation, demotion 0401 
ODUM ^A, changes, vicissitudes 0775 








0785 | Visualize the three lines of 大 (57-9) as ropes wrapping around the objects above and below 
æ 162| (which just so happen to be wrap C. and box #3), 大 ties these objects onto the bed of a 
~~ | truck (3_), which is used to TRANSFER them to a new location. The three ropes join in a knot 

at the center of X. vs #2 1880, 338 1502 


2735 | 
常 |15 





EACH, every, all; various 9 各 自 か < じ each/every individual 0081 


各国 か っ こく < each country; various countries 
. 0 











各 地 か < ち every place; various places 0187 
各 一 部 か くい ぃ ち ぶ onecopyeach . 0002, 0068 


" 答 の 考え で お の お の の か ん が え で at individual 
discretion 062 

















Review 条 0119. Here, the angled rooftop (AC) shelters a square building. We'll use this 
concrete image for 各 , under the label cabin, when it appears inside other kanji. By itself it 
means EACH/every; to perceive this idea it may help to focus visually on how EACH rafter 
attaches to a wall, or vice versa. mr 客 0787, 名 0269 



















! VISITOR 
* CUSTOMER 


' 訪問 客 ほう も ん きゃ < visitor, caller |. 0454, 0452 
1 客室 きゃ < し っ guest room, stateroom 0253 
1 来 客 gu きゃ < visitor, guest 0274 
“常客 じょう きゃ < regular customer... 0321 


りお 客 さ ん ぉ We< さ ん visitor, guest; customer, 
client; spectator; passenger; outsider 
























キャ ク カク 





Uu 


40787 | The extra roof (=) indicates a host's special solicitude for the esteemed VISITOR occupying 
^» 如 | his guest cabin (4), or 各 0786 

















旅路 た び じ journey 0569 


m 
; ee ROAD, way 9 道路 上 55 road, street, way 0158 
| F 路 地 sU alley, lane ...M87 
A AL 線路 vaa (railway) line, track 0210 
: ] ロビ 通路 25 passage, pathway, aisle 0159 








L0788 | visualize Easa person stepping down a ROAD that leads to a cabin (4%). The reading ロ can 
JÆ 157| be associated with ROAD (but remember that the vowel is short). 

















' NORM, standard | の 合格 する ご うか くす る pass {an examination), 


2 $ 
? STATUS, rank GUN oe RI ts 0227 
; 2 格 が 上 が る か く が あがる be promoted toa 
: CHARACTER her rank, .3 tee 0041 
YJ カク コウ DMR か か く price, cost 0548 


③ 性 格 せい か く character, personality 0128 
格子 こぅ し latticework, lattice, grid 0094 

















0789 | Only trees (本 of standard height, straightness, and hardness may be used in building cabins 
木 75 | (4). Thus let "cabin tree" represent the idea of a standard or NORM. Trees that meet this 
| standard earn a corresponding STATUS or rank. Associate M3 CHARACTER with M2 STATUS, 


via the idea of one's personal standing. 











MU nass connection, contact; communica- 
lion 


1 短絡 た ん 5< shor circuit 0562 
2 With +B る 3 らく する inveigle, ensnare, entice 
0509 


! INTERLINK 
* ENTWINE 























ラク 
か ら ( む ) か ら ( め る ) か ら ( ま る ) 





② 絡 み 合う か ら み あう 3 intertwine, interlock ..0227 
- 2 絡ま り か 5 まり entanglement 
0790 | Here we use string (#) to ENTWINE or INTERLINK the cabin (各 )'s rafters with its supporting 


条 120| walls. The reading か ら ま り (V5, entanglement) can be associated with the tangled legs of 
~ | fried calamari. 
























1 略语 り s< ご abbreviation 0222 
OA Wd 5 し ょ うり < する omit, abbreviate. 0681 
1 略す us< す abbreviate; leave out 

③④ 戦略 せん りゃ < strategy, stratagem 0461 
2 政略 せい りゃ < political maneuvering .. 0246 


1LEAVE OUT, abridge 
2 STRATEGY: seize 
























Imagine a group of field officers inside a cabin ( 各 ) devising a battlefield (Hl) STRATEGY. 

Naturally, their STRATEGIZING revolves around which of the field's four quadrants to seize, 
and which to LEAVE OUT. Incidentally, this is the only kanji in this course with the reading 
リタ ツク 。 





1STATELY BUILDING VBE か っ か Your/His Excellency 0040 
? CABINET (of a government) 1 AS て ん し ゅ か く castle-tower; uon 
eep 





ーー ! 銀閣寺 ぎん か くじ Ginkakuji [temple] 


id 93, 0382 


SHRI な いか < government cabinet 0215 























0792 | A cabin (44) framed inside a gate (PH) depicts a STATELY BUILDING. As you look at this kanji, 

FY 169| picture an imposing edifice, set well back from the gate on extensive grounds, that offers 

ーー | the space and privacy to which those of high rank are accustomed. A group of government 
ministers meets privately in this stately cabin: the CABINET. 


























FALL, fail OWT 5 っ か fall, drop, descent 0040 
低落 する て ぃ 5< す る fall, depreciate, go down 
* 0479 
~ 57 = ーー C 落 ちる 555 fall, drop; fail 
d の お (ちる ) お ( ち ) お (と す ) 落ち 葉 ぉ ちば fallen leaves 0605 
4 iw] Wed ぉ と す let fall, drop; remove 





0793 | Visualize water ( 1 ) FALLING off the grass (++) roof of this cabin (4), Now we have learned 
wt 140| eight characters containing 各 , which leaves only Hit 1229 and PRS 2126. 


2019 





9 南北 な ん ぼく north and south, north-south 0122 
南部 な 4 ぶ southern) part; south 0068 
東南 と うな 4 southeast 0032 


南 資 な ん ば ん southern barbarians, Europeans 
arriving to Japan from the south (in the 
sixteenth to eighteenth centuries). . 


9 南口 みな ぁみ ぐち south exit 


0794 | visualize this as a kind of chart of the earth, marking SOUTH with the symbol for sheep 
+ 24 | (abbreviating =), in reference to the sheep pastures of Patagonia. 







0776 
0019 























0060 
0033, 0491 


西部 せい si western part; the West 
大 西洋 た いせ いよ 3 AtlanticOcean 
, 9 西洋 せい よう the West 0491 
セイ サイ 。 | 北西 ほ <eu northwest 0122 


に し 〇 西側 に し が も west side; Western European 
countries and America. 0626 














0795. Picture S1 as the horizon and O as the sun, now set below it in the WEST. $4-5 point down- 
Pj 146| ward, suggesting the sun's downward course over the western horizon. e Pj 0796 














(sign of) THE ROOSTER 


Zg = 


FE EU 


〇 西 年 と り と し Yearofthe Rooster 

西方 角 と り の ほう が < west 
AHAT と り の いち "Rooster Day”: year-end fair 
02 


0117 
0173, 0342 





05 











0796 | This character appears frequently as a component grapheme, where it signifies liquor or 
西 164| ferment. We can visualize it as a mostly empty bottle with a large stopper (S1, 54-5). As an 
independent kanji, it is the horary sign of THE ROOSTER. wa 西 0795 


2969 
名 

















ALCOHOLIC DRINK | 酒造 ゅ ゃ 5 sake brewing: distilling... 0699 
飲酒 いん し ゅ drinking (alcoholic drinks)... 0289 


お 酒 お さけ sake; alcoholic drink, wine, liquor, 
= beer 


酒屋 さか ゃ sake dealer, liquor store 0252 
酒場 きか ば bar, barroom, pub, tavern. 0445 


0797. | Liquid ( 1 ) poured from a liquor bottle (F): ALCOHOLIC DRINK. «= 酒 0798 EE 
水 85 | 











SPRINKLE, wash りお 洒落 な ぉ し ゃ れ な stylishly dressed 0793 


酒 落 る Lens dress up stylishly; play on 
words, be witty 


洒落 た ヘア スタ イル し ゃ れ た へ アス タイ ル 
fashionable hairstyle 


WEA Lento dandy, fop 0793, 0107 











0798 | Resembles 酒 , but now the bottle is empty. The few drops that remain (> ) are not enough - 
to drink, only to SPRINKLE on the floor. = i 0797 


1DISTRIBUTE の 配る < ば る distribute, allot 


2PUT IN ORDER, manage ! 配給 は ぃ きゅう distribution, supply; RU 
: —— 1 配電盤 は いで 4 ば 4 distributing board, 

ハイ switchboard 0155, 0673 
くば (る ) 2 手配 て は い arrangement, preparation... . 0046 


② 支 配 す る し は いす る control, manage, govern 
373 


1799 | visualize kneeling down (©) to DISTRIBUTE liquor! E) to a group of seated guests. With this 
image of carefully allocating the liquor we can associate M2 PUT IN ORDER/manage. 





' ACID の 酸性 さん せい acidity 
20XYGEN VERUS すい sour, acid 
1 酸っぱい すっ ぱい sour, acid 
サン ③ 酸 素 さん そ oxygen 0132 
3 0») 2 酸化 さん か oxidation 0120 











Take Z? to mean sharp stimulus: A is a nose and ルル 一 just in Z&—are acrid vapors enter- 
ing the nostrils (from stinky feet at the end of the crossed legs 2), We thus obtain “ferment 
(4) + sharp stimulus (È) signifying ACID. Also refers to the element OXYGEN, once associ- 
ated with the formation of ACIDS. sm (££ 1440, WE 1441 











DELAY OFFS ゆう ょ する postpone, delay, extend; 
hesitate 0163 














PS depicts a ceremonial liquor bottle, distinguished by the ornaments on its stopper (54-5 

in this entry), which you may wish to visualize as a pair of precious jewels. To associate this 

character with the meaning DELAY, imagine a dog () who has been slowed down by a few 
sips from the ceremonial liquor bottle. 









HONOR, esteem 〇 尊重 する そん ちょ うす る respect, esteem, value 
05 


3? 
自尊 心 じ そん し ん self-respect, pride 0081, 0056 

Ov た っ と い (= と うと い ) exalted, august 
神 を 尊ぶ か ぁみ を た っ と ぶ revere God 0316 
BSE そん yourfather 0100 













ソン 
た っ と ( い ) と うと ( い ) た っ と ( ぶ ) 
と うと (3) 






















This character conveys the ideas HONOR and esteem by showing an outstretched arm (F) 
holding aloft the ceremonial liquor bottle (P$) for an HONORED/esteemed authority figure. 
cw ili 0803, 3X 0804 





Oil Sy TS じゅ ん し ゅ する observe, obey, follow, 
conform esses 0648 





















Here let 3 suggest following in the path of an honored or esteemed authority figure ( 尊 ) 
i.e., OBEYING one's superior, Take a moment to absorb from this image the idea of OBEYING 
an authority, va» EX 0802, 導 0804 









GUIDE, conduct OM NFS と うに ゅ うす る lead into, bring into 
0039 
主導 Le initiative, leadership 0365 

: 一 一 一 一 | 教導 する きょう と うす る instruct, teach, train 
ドウ nu ,. 0632 
みち びく) 半導体 は ほんとう たい semiconductor...0335, 0062 





OK ぁみ 5 が < guide, conduct 


0804 | Here we observe an outstretched arm ( 寸 ) GUIDING something along its way (3& ). Like 34 
寸 41 | 0158, this entry is read ドウ . rr 28 0803, 尊 0802 








2509 


常 |15 





























X A RESPECT, revere 敬老 けい ろう 3 respect forthe aged 0629 
OPTS そん けい する respect, esteem, honor 
0802 





2 ーー 敬称 けい し ょ う honorific title, term of respect 
ケイ 0684 

う や ま ( う ) 敬語 けい ご honorific language, polite speech 
0222 





〇 敬う う や まう respect, revere, honor 


0805 | At the left we see a circus elephant, with a phrase in its mouth (see ^8] 0166 PHRASE) and a 
Ap 66 | grass (+) laurel on its head. At the right we see a rod-bearing hand (AZ), that of the beast's 
master. Imagine this laurelled, phrase-uttering circus elephant bowing before its master to 
show its RESPECT. Stick with this image in the next two entries. 


















' GUARD AGAINST OS ux police 0639 
2 WARN 1 警官 けい か 4 police officer 0290 











1 警視庁 けい し ちょ う Metropolitan Police 
= 4 [Ce 0623, 0441 
2 警告 truce warning, admonition 0698 

警戒 けい か い caution, warning; guard, 
vigilance M9 

















0806 | (Continuing from the previous entry) Now the master issues a stern word (=) of WARNING 
‘= 149| to the circus elephant, to GUARD AGAINST any disrespectful behavior. sa 驚 0807 











SURPRISE 一 驚 いっ きょう astonishment, surprise 0002 


Ope a CUNT") きょう が く astonishment, surprise, 
shock 


OR ぉ と ろく < be surprised; be frightened 
驚く べき ぉ と ろく べき astonishing, wonderful 
驚か す ぉ どろ か す surprise; frighten 













| キョ ウ 
お どろ ( く 〈) お どろ (か す ) 

























As part of the circus act, a horse 二 suddenly bolts out of its stable to SURPRISE the poor 
elephant. V2 驚 が く ( き ょ う が く , sometimes written with the unlisted kanji 2, 777) is 
suggested for memorization, but compounds with listed kanji appear later at 'e 0882 and 
WE 1731. war 警 0806 





| SCATTER, disperse; unrestrained 





解散 か ぃ s ん breakup, dispersion; dissolution 
. 0345 


O 散 ら す sòt [vt scatter, disperse, break up 

















食い 散ら す < いち ら す eatuntidily, eat bil of 
サン RT 0208 
ち ( る ) ち ( ら す ) - ち ( ら す ) ち ( ら か す ) | 部 屋 を 散ら か す へ や を ちら か す littera room 


- 0066, 0252 
散歩 さん ぼ leisurely stroll, walk 0679 


$ depicts flesh (F]) attached together ($1-4, from 共 ) which we can interpret to mean Sja- 
A 66 | mese twins. Now imagine that you strike (^C) the Siamese twins to "SCATTER" (i.e., separate) 
| them. vs 撤 2186 


ち ( ら か る ) ち ( ら ば る ) 














1518 
常 |12 











v BOLDLY 〇 敢然と か ん ぜん と boldly, bravely 0760 
敢行 か ん こぅ decisive [daring] action. 0055 





" u »' 果敢 な か か ん な bold, daring: resolute . 0599 | 
カン 敢えて する あぁ ぇ て する dare to do; do anyway 
^ あ ( え て )* 5) MLUSE 2. F と りあ ぇ ず asatemporary measure, 
IO 0059 








0809 | See the act of BOLDLY striking (AZ) someone in the ear (E), which swells presently into a 
cauliflower ear Ñ. 


1 SEVERE ! 厳格 な げん か く な severe, strict, rigorous — 0789 

? SOLEMN OREZ ABA strictly prohibited 0312 
ORLO きび し い severe, strict, rigorous 

アン ゴン ②③ 厳か な ぉ ご そ か な solemn, dignified 

お ご そ ( か ) きび (し い ) 2 尊厳 そん 4 げん dignity, sanctity 











First let ツ on top of J suggest wildflowers growing at the edge of a cliff, and imagine an 
unwary child running over to pick them. Now think of his parent's SEVERE reprimand, start- 
| ing with a cauliflower ear (3)-inducing blow (AZ) to the head. 


BUDDHA 神似 し ん ぶっ gods and Buddha; Shinto and 
Buddhism 0316 


O 仏 教 ぶっ きょう Buddhism 0632 





444. ね ん ぶつ Buddhist invocation, prayer to 
Amitabha 023 


O 仏 様 ほ と け さま Buddha; deceased person ..0501 


HtA に ち ぶ ふっ Japan and France, Japanese- 
French 0001 








| Earlier we linked nose Z with “self”; here, it just means nose. Imagine a giant BUDDHA 
statue, such as the famous ones at Nara or Kamakura. Then see a man (4 ) climbing up the 
statue and discovering he's only the size of BUDDHA'S nose. 1A also refers to France, from its 
use in the old transliteration (AN 西 (ふら ん す ). 号 F4 0812, 伝 0223 


1CLEAR AWAY OHJE ふっ て い shortage 0482 
2PAY ! 払い 落と す は らい お と す brush off, shake UNT 





! 厄払い や くば らい exorcism 0725 

* 払い込む は らい こむ payin, payu 0192 
は ら ( う ) - は ら ( い ) - ば ら ( い ) Wubi ed 

③ 支 払い し は らい payment, payout, defrayment 

037 








See a hand ( ¥ ) reaching up to CLEAR AWAY the mucus from a runny nose (Zs), PAY is an 
associated meaning, from the idea of CLEARING AWAY one's debts. Note the traditional 
forms for this entry and the one before. va» 4A 0811, 拡 0813, 私 0237 

















« ENLARGE, widen OW. Kd 5 か くだ いす る magnify, enlarge, expand 
0033 










拡散 か < きん scattering, diffusion 0808 





軍拡 で ん か < expansion ofarmaments 0583 





















可燃 ゴミ か ね ぉ ん ゴミ burnable trash 0761 
1 不 可 欠 ふか けつ indispensable 0049, 0277 
1! 可愛い か わい い lovable, darling, sweet ,0778 
"uil か けつ approval/adoption of a bill . 0330 
2 可否 か ひ rightorwrong, propriety (552 


'POSSIBLE, -able; worthy of 
? APPROVE 

















カ 











| 0814 | Make the "okay" gesture with your right hand, forming a circle (L1) with your thumb and 
forefinger and wrapping your three other fingers above and around that circle, roughly 
matching this character. By learning to see the idea of "okay" in "J, we can easily remember 
that it means POSSIBLE and APPROVE, Now a few notes about differentiating look-alike 
graphemes. Ignore the similarity between this entry's outer frame and ^J wrap up (the 
elephant's "ear" is an indispensable part of the latter; to review see 43) 0166). Also, carefully 


note the difference between this entry and =] 0820, ... (continued below) s= i] 0820 









'WHAT 
2HOW MANY, several 






"A^ きか が く geometry 0470, 0099 
V 何時 で すか な ん じ て す か WhattimeisiB 0383 
1 何事 な に こと whatever, what... 0080 
ず 何 才 で すか な ん さい て すか Howold qu) 








カ 
な に な ん な に - な ん - 









2 何時 間 な ん じ か ん several hours 0383, 0448 








(Continuing from the previous entry)... which contains an extra horizontal stroke above ee 
and whose enclosure is written in a single stroke. Except for KJ (0819) and the ay group 
(which starts at 1329), the on-yomi of characters based on 可 is カ , while that of characters 
based on T) 0820 is Z^... Now let us address the present entry. Nonverbal communication 
| (like the "okay" gesture TJ ) is by nature rather vague. Here a man (4), not understanding 
exactly what someone means by the gesture, comes up and asks, "WHAT?" vs 伺 0821 


















TORMENT; severe OFFA ze か れつ な severe, intense 0719 
昔 性 の か せい の caustic 0128 


OWS いじ E め る bully, torment 
AU avge torment 
埋立 つ いら だ っ become irritated 0057 











いじ ( め )* いじ ( め る )* いら * 
さい な ( む )* 











0816 | Here let 可 okay suggest the overly acquiescent attitude of a bullying victim. The bully TOR- 
(0| MENTS him by piling grass (++) on his shoulders, to which he meekly replies, "okay" 





コビー ' LOAD, cargo 入荷 に ゅ うか arrival of goods (at a shop) . 0839 
C 在 荷 さい ぃ か stock, goods on hand 0406 


CO 荷物 に も っ baggage, luggage, load 0172 
荷造 り に づ < り packing 0699 
人 E PSS に を ぉ ろ す take aload off 0040 


Combines Ihe two previous entries, vexingly. Our best option may be to see 1 and 可 work- 
m H ing together to carry a heavy LOAD of grass, Remind yourself that when f and "J carry the 
~ . | load I of grass together it means LOAD, while making 可 carry it alone is just torment. 

vs" nf 0816 





河川 か せん rivers 0022 
O 運 河 うん が canal 0584 
銀河 きん が Milky Way; galaxy. ...........0283 
河 底 か ゎ ぞ こ 『rlverbed 4B2 
河原 か ゎ 5 dry riverbed, river beach 0208 





PHONETIC [a] | 阿部 ぁ べ Abe[surnamel 0068 
bil s^ Abe[surname] 0069 
阿 果 ぁ ほ うに あほ ) fool, idiot 0647 


[PERPE あぁ ぁみ だ Amitabha; lottery UM 
a hat onthe back of the head .. .0685 


南 阿 な ん ぁ South Africa 0796 








This character is used phonetically for 7, and is the only character based on 可 (other than 

阜 170| the Æ group starting at 1329) not pronounced カ . Making special note that this entry is the 
single exception will make it easier to remember that the others are all read カ . Memorize its 
reading from the surnames listed in V1-2. 








OFFICIATE, administer 司書 し し ょ librarian 0079 

8]25 し きい Catholic priest, rabbi 0637 

— 司会 する し か いす る preside; emcee 0226 
| シ 司法 し ほ ぅ administration of justice 0139 
ES} bk うし superior officer, superior . 0041 





0820 | A view from above of an official's tidy desktop: S1 outlines the shape of her desk, while S2 
L1 30 | represents her pen and LI her writing pad, all arranged at neat 90-degree angles. Let this 
^ | image symbolize the act of administering or OFFICIATING, As noted earlier, all kanji based on 
Fi] are read シ . ri] is even used phonetically for シ , as in 寿司 FL. ws [E] 0182, 可 0814 


2538 
常 | 5 





235 








INQUIRE, pay a visit 9 伺 3 うか が う inquire (about), be told; pay a visit 


伺い うか が い question, inquiry; consulting the 
oracle; call, visit 


いつ お 伺い し まし ょ うか いつ お うか が いし まし ょ う 
か When shall | call on you? 


と 伺っ た .… と うか が っ た | heard that... 







うか が (3) 











0821 | When you come across ii] as a component grapheme in kanji such as the present entry, 
A 9 | you can visualize it as the desk of an official or administrator. Here we observe a man ( 1) 
| standing before the officials desk. He is paying a visit to the official to INQUIRE about some 
oan Sample on-yomi compounds for this entry appear later al {8 1675 and 奉 2103. 
— | ws 40) 0815 


作詞 さ < し writing lyrics 
品詞 WAL partofspeech 
9 动词 と 5 し verb... 
O 名 詞 めい し noun 


飼育 する し いく する raise animals), breed, eu 
0489 


饲料 Led fodder 0758 
O( 大 を ) 飼 う ( い ゅ を ) か う keep (a dog) 0293 
羊 館 い ひっ じ か い shepherd 0490 


LLANO は な し が い grazing; letting (a dog) run 
Bs 0574 





COUNTER FOR BOOKS 冊数 さっ す 3 number of books 0309 
O—W いっ きつ onevolume 0002 


小 册子 し ょ 3 さっ し booklet, pamphlet 
0034, 0094 


分 册 ぶさ っ separate volume 0088 
別冊 ペ っ さっ separate volume, extra issue 0090 











BOOKS in a bookcase. Do not confuse with 而 roots, introduced at 耐 2109. ss 札 1694 








=・ " | HEIR ご 調子 し し heir successor 0094 
Ald こう し imperial heir, crown prince... 0077 








= ュー 
| 0825 | Picture the greedy HEIR of an official approaching the official's desk (5]) with a hungry 
030 mouth (L1) and a stack of books (Hit) containing a long testament listing all of the posses- 
sions he hopes to inherit, if he can only get the official to sign it. 

















ORR の そ < peek, look into; stick out, peek 
through 


窓 か ら 外 を 覗く ま と か 5 そ と を の そく look out the 
window 0558, 0266 


ARAN の そ き あな peephole 0397 


お へ そ が 醒 い て いる お へ そ が の ぞい て いる 
(Your) belly button is showing 


PEEK, come into view 











Until now all of the graphemes adjoining =] official's desk have approached it from the 
visitor’s side, the left. Here a seeing eye (見 ) sneaks around the back of the desk to PEEK into 
| the officials drawers. 














'SONG 
2 JAPANESE POEM 


1 歌词 か し words/lyrics ofa song 
ORF 办 Up singer 0046 
の 歌う うた う sing, recite 

:短歌 た ん か tanka, Japanese verse 0562 
2 和歌 和 办 Japanese poem, tanka 








327 | Now we return to the 为 (可) group—remember, when there's no desk pen, and the enclo- 
sure is written in two strokes, it's 7, not Z7, and it's okay, not officials desk. To learn the 

present entry, make the okay gesture (可 ) with both hands, put them in front of your gaping 
mouth (2X) like two megaphones, and SING a SONG through them. 







DITTY 小唄 こぅ た ditty, ballad 0034 
子守 唄 zenaz lullaby 0094, 0648 
ORS 3 た 3 recite, sing 








Here [T sings a little DITTY, with conch shell RI) accompaniment. 


















1BEAR £44 お うぅ bearonthe back; take upon oneself 

2L0SE ! 負荷 ふか load, burden 0817 
1 抱负 ほう ふ aspiration, ambition 0664 

7 “負け る まけ る lose, be defeated 

ま ( け る ) ま ( か す ) お ( う ) PME し ょ うぶ victory or defeat; DE. 















Simply see “” as something bearing down upon and overwhelming H shellfish. To correctly 
perceive in this kanji the meanings BEAR and LOSE, we must take the perspective of the 
shellfish, who LOSES to and who must BEAR the burden of on top of him. Now is a 
good time to go back and review 買 0352. vs Ed 1867, HX 0830 













BE DEFEATED 敗北 は いぼ < defeat, setback 0122 
敗戦 は いせ 4 lost battle, defeat 0451 
失敗 し っ ぱい failure, mistake 0563 


i —— 二 了 勝三 敗 に し ょ う ょ ん ば い two wins, three losses 
や ぶ ( れ る ) 0003, 0460, 0004 


〇 敗れ る や ぶれ る be defeated, lose 








There must be something about shellfish and losing, because this character also means BE 
DEFEATED. While the previous entry suggests bearing the burden of defeat, this one points 
rather to the act of BEING DEFEATED, with its image of a striking rod (AZ) beating a shellfish 
(H). ve fi 0829 











1 RESPONSIBILITY 
2 BLAME, censure 






"ERE esi responsibility, liability 0372 
1 責務 せき む responsibility and obligation.. 0687 
! 重責 be うき heavy responsibility 0539 
2 自責 vex selFaccusation 0081 
②③ 責め る せ ゅ る blame, censure 
















セキ 
せ ( め る ) 








| 0831 See = as onerous layers of RESPONSIBILITY or BLAME, mounting up on the poor shellfish 
(FL). When we find Vf inside other kanji, we can simply interpret it as a graphic representa- 
tion of mounting layers. vs: Yt 1177, FF 0130 










ACCUMULATE 重 積 cs ぅ gs pilingup 0539 
積む っ む pile up; stow aboard 


積み 上 げ る つみ ぁ げ る pile up, accumulate 
0041 















セキ ETT pore ern? * Wee WD 
2(t) -SH つも る ) つり) 








面積 めん せき area, square measure 
積もり っ る り intention, purpose 









20832 Informed by the previous entry, see mounting layers of rice ($) ACCUMULATING on top of 
X 115| the shellfish. A good on-yomi compound to memorize for this character appears at 3R 0884. 








1DEBT 負債 ふさ ぃ debt, liabilities 0829 








? BOND 1 债务 さい む debt, obligation, liabilities 0687 
OF awa bond, debenture 0456 

サイ 国債 こく < さい national bonds; national debt/ 
loan 0075 


公債 こう さい public bond: publicloan 0089 


0833 | Picture a man (4 ) burdened by mounting layers (FÃ) of DEBT. «= 借 1220 
A9 

















PICKLE, immerse OMS っ ける pickle, preserve; immerse, dip 


漬け 物 っ け も の pickles, pickled vegetables 
0172 








BiU だ いこ ん づけ pi i di 
っ (ける ) っ か る) づけ) つけ ARGH だ いこ ん づけ Dich vRNA) 


手 を 水 に 漬け る て を みず に つけ る immerse/ 
dip one's hand in water 0046, 0027 












089 | Here think of Y as brine, and try to picture == weighing down Fl so as to keep it immersed 
for PICKLING. Notice how Ħ is literally pushed down to the bottom of Y. 
— | war HEE 1178, iË 0974 





紡糸 ぽう し spinning; spun cotton/wool . 0112 
&5-E i555 carded wool 0487 
綿 紡 ゅ z ぼ う cotton spinning 0211 


O 綿 を 系 に 紡ぐ めん を いと に つむ ぐ spin cotton 
into yarn 0211, 0112 


SPIN, make yarn 














ACHIEVEMENTS; spin thread O 成 績 せい せき results, record, achievement 0070 


実績 じ っ せ き (actual) result, positive achieve- 
ments 


| 業績 ぎょ ぅ せき achievements, business results 





セキ 
TRA ふせ いせ き poor result, underachieve- 
ment 0049, 0070 


紡績 Ses spinning |. 0835 
0836 | This kanji's original meaning was spin thread. First visualize 貢 as a spool, each of its seven 
系 120| horizontal lines representing one loop of thread around the spool, drawn from #*. Now imag- 

ine the loops of thread accumulating one by one from the bottom up as the spool winds 
around, symbolizing a person's cumulative ACHIEVEMENTS. 











1288 | 
常 |17| 

















と IMPLEMENT, too! 道具 と 3< tool, implement; furniture ... 0158 
用 具 5€ tool, instrument, appliance .-.. 0047 


Og H. か ぐ furniture 0219 

a グ 具体 的 な ぐ た い て き な concrete, specific 
トト mr we ... 0062, 0169 
ZA "^w 絵の具 ぇ の < colors, oils, paint 0525 











0837 | Restaurants serving whole lobster or crab usually provide special utensils for removing the 
E 


A 12 | flesh from the shell, Visualize S6 as a special IMPLEMENT splitting apart a shellfish (FR). 
BH mr Fl 0082 

2N 

2208 

| 8 



















TRUE, genuine 真意 し ん い true meaning; real intention. 0151 

真相 し ん そう truth, facts, real situation 0682 
OR LAL truth, reality 0499 
— OR AHH まん な か center, middle 0035 


真正 面 まし ょ うめ ん rightin front. ...0043,0175 












H 109| ger at the top (51-2) to pry open the shellfish and discover the TRUTH hiding inside. This is 
similar to the way we learned 質 0318, so you may wish to review that entry. 












① 直 線 ちょ < せん straightline 0210 
1 正直 に し ょ 3 じき に honestly, frankly 0043 
〇 直ちに た だ ち に straight away, at once 
CEF な お す set right, fix 
2 やり直す や りな お す dooveragain 


1STRAIGHT direct, upright 
? PUT STRAIGHT, correct 













チョ ク VR Ya 
た だ ( ち に ) な お ( す ) - な お ( す ) 
な お (る ) FC)" 













839 | The English words direct and correct derive from the Latin word for “straight,” rectus, As we 

日 109| did with 1E. 0043, we should see STRAIGHTNESS, correctness, and uprightness in this kanji. 
See S8 as a carpenter's square, and H as a graduated scale, both of which this character's 

architect must have included so as to keep it perfectly STRAIGHT. 





4 PLANT CO 植物 し ょ < ぶっ plant, vegetation 0172 
à ‘ 植民 し ょ < ぁ 4 colonization 0477 
VN 植民 地 し ょ < ぁみ ん ち colony settlement 
s | JR 0477, 0187 
p O 植 える ぅ ぇ る plant 
う ( え る ) う ( わ る ) re E 


植え 木 う ぇ き garden plant, potted plant . 0028 








0840. Depicts the act of setting a free (4) perfectly upright (iEL) when PLANTING it. Interchangeable 
K 75 | with the next entry for V2 植民 し ょ くみ ん (colonization). 














T T x 
MULTIPLY oO 生殖 せい し ょ < reproduction, procreation 0036 
WME し ょ くさ ん increase of production; 





; enhancementof one's fortune. ....... 0181 

S | 殖民 Lk< ぁ ん colonization D477 
vag O 財 産 が 殖 え る ざい さん が ふえ る become rich 

LS) ぶ ( や す ) 0553, 0131 
貯金 を 殖やす ちょ きん を ふやす increase one's 

savings D442, 0029 








0841 | Imagine a depopulated rural town desperate to raise its census count in order to augment a 
A 78 | government subsidy. This kanji suggests the novel solution of MULTIPLYING the population 
ーー by standing all the dead (^ ) upright (if), so that the census-taker will mistakenly count 
them as living inhabitants. «s 31] 1223 













Off m+ value, merit, worth (548 
数 値 すう ぅ ち numerical value 0309 
値上げ ゎぁ げ price hike 0041 

| 値 切 る ね ぎる beat down the price, pagal a 


VALUE, worth 





Offi 5 あたい する be worth, deserve, merit 








0842 | “Upright (EL) man (4 suggests a man of VALUES. Note that the sense is not “having prin- 
人 9 | ciples/ but rather finding VALUE or worth in something. 







OME いち position, place 0577 
設置 する せっ ち す る establish, found, set up 
0520 


PLACE, put in place; leave in place 








放置 する ほう ち す る leave alone: neglect 0574 
O 置 く ぉ < putin place; leave behind 
物置 き も の お き coset,storeroom, shed 0172 


F 
お く ) - お ( き ) 





Many train cars have luggage shelves made of nets of cord or steel. In this character, try to 
visualize the act of PLACING your luggage straight/upright (iEL) on a net (m) shelf. 





"^ PREFECTURE Ow. WA prefectural 0067 
暴民 けん みん citizens of a prefecture 0477 
県 知事 け 4 ち じ prefectural governor 
ケン 0560, 0080 
都 道 府 県 と と 3 ふけ ん urban and rural 
prefectures 0244, 0158, 0247 





愛知 県 あい ち け 4 Aichi prefecture 0778, 0560 


0844. Here we take S1-2 of È. 0839, split it into three pieces (vertical piece plus horizontal piece 
H 109*| which splits between left and right), and use them to erect a PREFECTURAL office, following 
H 去 the same post-and-buttress design we used for CAPITAL 44 0245, but without the fa/iness 
EZ (TF), This makes for a structure that is upright (cf. 直 ) without being “uppity? 

2294 











常 | 9 

















PAI 
T Oy. 4 AN] テキ サス し ゅ 3 state of Texas 


砂州 きす sandbar, sandbank 0678 


4 | 1 STATE, province 1 州 政府 し ゅ う せ いふ state government 0246, 0247 

" E 2 SANDBAR 1 州立 大 学 し ゅ うり つ だ い が く state-run college 
) À 0067, 0033, 0099 
9 ーー 1 州都 L ゅ うと state capital 0244 


D845 | the odd-numbered strokes are SANDBARS that appear in the middle of the river when the 
《 47 | water is low. For rivers that mark the boundary between STATES, this raises the tricky question 


of which STATE each SANDBAR belongs to. == 洲 0846 










0 砂 洲 さす sandbar, sandbank 0678 
座 洲 す る ざす する strand, run aground — 0749 








0846 | Interchangeable with the previous entry for the sense SANDBAR. es 州 0845 
AK 85 








CONTACT, join, meet 接触 せっ L ょ < contact, touch 0344 
接続 せっ そく connection, joining 0354 

Oi BEC ちょ くせ っ に directly 0839 
接する せっ する comein contact; adjoin 


〇 接 ぐ っ < piece together, splice 

















[0847 | Z is an unlisted kanji that means concubine (think of it as a man standing [XZ] on a woman 
Æ && | [ 女 1 holding her down in her lowly status). In the present entry, he reaches out with his hand 
| (F) to have physical CONTACT with his low-ranking mistress. 


SUCCEED, follow O 継 続 す る けい そく < する continue, last, maintain 
035 


後継 こう けい succession; successor, heir... 0114 

— 中 継 ちゅ うけ い relay, rebroadcasting 0035 

25 O 家 を 継ぐ い ぇ を つぐ succeed to ahouse . 0219 
受け 継ぐ うけ っ ぐ inherit, succeed to... 0065 





0848 | Review 続 0354. In this entry, we have a sheaf of rice (A), baled into a box with baling cord - 
条 120| UR) for bequeathing to one's SUCCESSOR. va» 断 0849, f$ 1614, 続 0354 


次 | 区 
it 
Tu 











1CUT OFF, refuse の 断つ た っ cutoff, sever; abstain from 








? DECIDE, resolve 1 切断 する せっ だ ん する cutoff sever 0086 
加 判断 は ん だ ん judgment, decision 0744 
Hy ーー 2 決断 けっ た ん decision, determination, 
た ( つ ) こと わ ( る ) resolution 0330 
OWS こと ゎ る refuse, reject; give advance notice, 
inform 





0849 | While # in the previous entry suggests continuation, 厅 hacksaw here signals ending. Picture 
F &9 | JT sawing right through the box (along S3). With this image, associate both M1 CUT OFF 
and M2 DECIDE, which in fact derives from the Latin words for CUT (caedere) and OFF (de). 


や - 
EST Remember, # signals continuation, while JT signals discontinuation. v 継 0848 





1355 








RESPOND, correspond OO 对话 十 为 た いおう する correspond to, answer to; 
be equivalent; deal/cope with 065 


反応 する は ん の うす る react, respond 0374 
mex 応接 お うぅ せっ reception[asofguests] 0847 
こ た ( え る ) 応用 お うぅ よう practical application 0047 
応え る こたえ る strike home, have an effect on; 
repay, reward 
Let shelter (J ~) + heart/ mind (C!) suggest one's mental or emotional RESPONSE on entering 
a secluded, sheltered place. As Jt» refers to RESPONDING to, acting in accordance with, or 
being suitable for a given demand or situation, we can also associate it with the English word 
correspond. 











! 起床 する きしょう する getup, rise 
外 温床 お 4 ん し ょ 3 hotbed 

1 床 に 入る と こ に は いる getinto bed 
ORDR] と この ま alcove 

② 床 の 上 に ゆか の うえ に onthe floor 


1HEMP 1 亚麻 g flax 0545 


2 BECOME NUMB ' 大麻 た いま hemp; paperamulet used in üt 
rites 


1 胡麻 ご ま sesame 0258 
の 麻布 あさ ぬ ゅ の に あさ まさ) hemp cloth, linen 
0204 





= 
あさ 


⑨ 麻 薬 ま ゃ < narcotic, drug 0303 








PERSONAL HISTORY 〇 学歴 が < れき academic background 0099 


"9 > 病歴 びょう れき case history, patient's record . 0617 
术 職歴 せん れき warrecord 0461 
レキ | Æ echa summarized personal back- 


ground, bio 0791 


社歴 し ゃ れき company history 0314 
Here we'll ignore the 广 / 厂 distinction in order to take advantage of F* hemp. In Japan 
one fills out a standard PERSONAL HISTORY form (履歴 書 [ リ り れき し ょ , see 履 1871]) when 
1 applying for a job, If If were any indication of the form's content, we would expect it to ask 
the applicant, “When did you stop UF) smoking hemp (** y" wa JEF 0854 































CALENDAR OW せい れき Christian Era, AD.. 0795 


WE き w2 れ き old (lunar) calendar 0771 
UM LETH こ ょ よみ の う ぇ て は according to the 
calendar 0041 


レキ 
こよ み IERE は な ご よみ floral calendar 0121 


0854 | Again we'll use 麻 hemp without distinguishing between rand). Here, a hemp-paper 
日 72 | chart of the days (Fl): a CALENDAR. Later, we'll learn three more kanji based on 麻 : BR 2095, 
" 麻 2099, and HË 2100. Those three all use J™ and are, like JM, read "v , while the present 








ouse 厂 and are read レキ .m JRE 0853 












1 ATTEND (to) 
? CONFRONT 


T BENE りん せき presence, attendance 0279 
! 臨床 り 4 し ょ う clinical 0851 
の 会 合 に 臨む か い ご うに の そ む bepresentat/ 

attend a meeting 0226, 0227 













リン 
eo 









2 起 機 応変 りん 4 き ぉ うぅ へ ん adaptation to 
circumstances 0473, 0850, 0775 
Recall 臣 0484 RETAINER. In this entry, we observe the retainer dutifully CONFRONTING/ 
ATTENDING TO a problem that has arisen in connection with some articles of merchandise 
(dii) produced by his master's factory. ^— indicates Ets purposeful forward gaze as he CON- 
FRONTS the situation. vs Wi 2027 


GARDEN DO 公园 こぅ ぇ ん park, public garden 0089 
楽園 5< ぇ ん paradise... 0302 
: 動物 園 と うぶ っ ぇ ん zoological park 0540, 0172 
エン | 植物 園 し ょ < ぶっ ぇ 4 botanical garden 0840, 

その 0172 
OJER tezo flower garden 0121 





a square fountain (L1), as well as a garment (9-12, yet another variation on 4X 0700), 
which might represent a picnic blanket. The enclosed portion of this character should not be 
confused with Xi 1860. 


Here we observe an enclosed GARDEN, inside which we find, of course, soil ( 土 }, but also 
L1 31 
ー キ キー 











DISTANT 遠方 ぇ ん ぼう preatdistance; distant place... 0173 
OTE ぇ ん そ < excursion, hike, long walk .. 0044 
遠心 力 ぇ ん し ん り ょ く centrifugal force 





エン オン 0056, 0084 
と お ( い ) 遠近 法 えん きん ほう perspective [in art] 
0194, 013? 





〇 遠い と ぉ ぃ distant, remote 





truck (3, .), and transported to a DISTANT place. rs 3} 1550 





' GIVE, grant 9:2 5 あたえ る give, grant; inflict 
? TAKE PART IN Ot 5-3 2 きょう よ する offer, present, submit 


! 給与 する きゅう 2 よ する grant; pay (a salary). 0526 


OW ELS か ん よ す る take partin, participate} n 
he concerned in 


2 与 党 ょ と 5 partyin power 


Earlier we saw the bottom part of 考 0628 as a numeral 5. The 5-like figure here is virtually 
the same, except that its first stroke is written left to right, and at no angle. Here let it stand 
for a 5-dollar GIFT, held out by the arm (53) of its donor. Associate M2 TAKE PART IN with the 
idea of making a 5-dollar entry “donation” «= 写 0859 








写生 し ゃ せい sketching from nature; portrayal 
0036 


写実 Leto objective description; realism 0499 
O 写 真 し eL4 photograph ..... 0838 
〇 写真 を 写す し ゃ し ん を ぅ つ す takea photo. 0838 
〇 写真 に 写る し ゃ し ん に うつ る be pliotesraphis 

appear jn a photograph 
Now the arm (55) holds the 5-dollar bill to the screen of a COPY machine, closes the cover 
(一 ) and COPIES it. va» 与 0858 

















É oz. MOVE, shift O 移 動 す る ぃ と ぅ する move, shift, transfer 0540 
移植 いし ょ < transplanting 0840 
" f 移民 いみ ん migration; migrant 0477 
4 5 C 東 京 に 移る と うき ょ うに うつ っ る moveto Tokyo 
うつ っ (る) うつ ( す ) dos 
病気 を 移す びょう き を うつ す transmitan illness 
0517, 0126 
0860 | You must take fots ( 多 ) of rice (f) with you when you MOVE. 
IE 
1087 .- 


ail 











— 
WHOLESALE Oly ぉ ろ す sellwholesale 
EN CAD お る し て か うぅ buywholesale 0352 


EI ぉ る し L ょ う wholesaler 0351 
BACT) BAL BAL) 卸売 り ぉ る し うり wholesale 0353 
卸値 お ろ し ね wholesale price 0842 








0861 | Here a seal (H) stamps bills of sale while cattle (和牛 stop (E) to unload their cargo at a 
1 26 | WHOLESALE market, ew 御 0862 


GENERAL HONORIFIC TERM 御苑 ぎょ えん imperial garden 0729 
御用 ご よう your order, your business 0047 
御中 ぉ ん ちゅ う Messrs. 0035 


御手 洗い ぉ て c ぁ ou lavatory, restroom 
0046, 0135 


BHAL ぉ ぁ こ し palanquin shrine (carried in 
festivals) (cf, BM. 0506] .05 
0862 You'll see 御 dozens of times for every one time e see JE] 0861, so ignore the latter here. 

In fact, you only need to associate the image of {A with its pronunciation, which you'll hear 











constantly used as an HONORIFIC prefix. Simply let 1 go remind you of the reading =, and 
the meaning will take care of itself. vs {ill 0861 


複数 ふ < す 3 plural | .. 0309 
複合 ふ < ご 3 compound, composite, complex 
0227 


な ふく ざっ な complicated, complex, 
involved 


複製 ふく < せい duplication, reproduction.. 0709 
複写 ぶ ふく < し ゃ copy, duplication 0859 


J means overlap, duplicate, double, fold, etc., and can be visualized as a person with a cap 
(=), a sunny expression on his face (H), and—most importantly—crossed (i.e., overlap- 
ping) legs (7). This whole kanji represents folded (i) clothing () and means COMPOUND, 
double, or duplicate. 











BELLY 腹部 ふ <s abdomen, belly 0068 

腹痛 ふ < っ ぅ abdominal pain 0519 

切腹 せっ si< hara-kiri, suicide by disembowel- 

22 ment 0086 
Oo " 

pet saad 腹 を 立て る は 5 を た て る porary dake flens 





O お 腹 空 いた ぉ な か すい た (ml) hungry 0398 

















RETURN TO, repeat (EG ふっ か o revival, rebirth, resurrection 0054 


回复 か いふ < recovery, restoration; rehabilita- 
tion 

CM ふく し ゅ 3 review 0420 

反复 (tA repetition; reiteration 0374 

IETA きゅう に < する be restored to the 
former condition 0771 


“Go(4)+ duplicate (Ei) means “go back to 一 In other words, RETURN TO or repeat. 
























OF お うふ < going and returning; round trip 
0865 


往来 お う 5 らい come-and-go, traffic; road, street 
Ü 


オウ difbledkd 5 うお うさ お うす る go UN 
that, move about in confusion... .... 0402, 0 
往時 ぉ ぅ じ bygone days se 





往 古 より ぉ ぅ こ ょ り fromtimeimmemorial 0254 


0866 | Recall = main/lord. Let “lord + gol {y sugges| that the ford GOES ON to the next world, 
4 that is, passes away. ms {E 0366, {iE 0868, 从 0869 












PILLAR, mainstay Ot: vA5e5 powerpole 0155 
円 柱 24% cylinder, column, shaft... 0013 
門柱 る ん ちゅ 3 gatepost 0447 
チュ ウ 柱 時 計 は し 6 と けい grandfather clock 


` 0383, 0555 
は し ら 

OKEHE だ いこ < ば し 5 centralpillar(ofa house); 

mainstay 0033, 0535 








"Main (3E) tree (#)": PILLAR/mainstay, 





CONQUER, invade 征 戦 せい せん military expedition 0461 
O 出 征 す る し ゅ っ せい する go towar 0038 

BIE えん せい (punitive) expedition, invasion; 

tour 085 


征夷 “大 将軍 せい いた いし ょ う ぐ ん Commander 
in Chief of the Expeditionary Force Against the 
Barbañans ee. 0033, 0614, 0583 





0868. 4 here refers to going into action and IE refers to righteousness, together implying a 
4 60 | campaign, such as a crusade, with allegedly righteous motivations. It means CONQUER or 
invade. «s 44: 0866, 従 0869 


Tum 
常 | 8 














| FOLLOW, obey 従者 m3 し ゃ follower, attendant 0107 
从 的 vesta subordinate, secondary. . 0169 
















“FEXED じゅ 35 い の former, existing 0274 
Yay ショ ウ ジュ _ | 中 従う し た が う follow, attend on; obey 
し た が ( う ) し た が (える ) に 従っ て 上 … に し た が っ て inaccordance with ...; 


in proportion to... 





0869 | Here S4-5 change the meaning from CONQUER (IE) to being conquered—that is, having to 
FOLLOW or obey someone. Therefore, we should see 54-5 as beating down the conqueror's 
“righteous” cause. Practice writing the two kanji in alternation, learning to identify their 

meanings by the presence or absence of these two strokes, es 往 0866, 征 0868, $E 0870 













| FOLLOWER, pupil ! 仏 教徒 ぶっ きょう と Buddhist (faithful) 0811, 0632 






2FELLOW(S} 1 学 徒 が < と student, follower 0099 
3GOING ON FOOT "生徒 せい と pupil, student 0036 
a m ?2 徒 党 と と う clique, faction, conspirators . .. 0319 














COH TELA “ES five minutes on foot 
0679, 0007, 0088 





0870 | 7% represents a person walking behind (i.e., FOLLOWING ON FOOT) another person who is 
running (3E). Generally speaking, this kanji means GOING ON FOOT or "useless" when it is at 
the front (i.e., attributive position) of a compound, and FOLLOWER or pupil when it is at the 
rear of a compound. ms 待 0386, 从 0869 








ad | VERTICAL ORO た て の vertical, longitudinal 
縦 書き た て が き vertical writing 0079 
MER た て < vertical axis, y-axis 0692 
"縦断 be うだ ん cutting vertically 0849 


HESE bs う せ ん vertical line, bar [in music] 0210 
た て せん vertical line 


1EXTEND OER 4545 extension, prolongation, 


2 | 2 POSTPONE continuation > 
2 延期 ぇ ん えき postponement, deferment  - 0486 


—— ————jUM;U 2 の びる be extended, be prolonged 
延べ る の ぺる [vt] extend; postpone 
延ばす の ば す [vt] extend, prolong; postpone 


EV 
の (びる) の ( べ る ) の (べべ) の (ば す ) 








0872 | Here we encounter two new graphemes: a new variant of 正 (which we'll conflate with the 

を 54 | usual version), and % (which depicts a long stride and means stretch one's legs or stretch, 

and is not to be confused with 3_). In this entry, we have “stretch straight," which suggests 
EXTENDING something fully. rs 3: 0877 


2646 
sl 














i : STRETCH, grow り 二 伸 に し ん postscript, P.S. 0003 
続伸 する そく < し ん する continuetorise 0354 


Offs ov [vi] stretch, extend, spread, grow, 
develop 





シン s 

の (びる) の (ば ぱす) の ( べ る ) 伸ばす の ばす [vilstretch, elongate, extend, spread 
引き 伸ばす ひき の ば す stretch out, elongate; 

enlarge (photographs) .. ..0422 











0873 | Imagine the man (f ) STRETCHING his body to pierce through layers (H) Corset imag- 
ine him STRETCHING as high as he can to try to force his head through the ceiling). Note that 
| all kanji incorporating EH have the on-yomi シン 


GENTLEMAN 9 紳士 し 4 し gentleman 0350 
紳士 用 し ん し よう eus ly Nine ete) 

0350, 0047 

紳士 寺 し 4 ん し ぐっ men’s shoes 0350.0593 

ARH し 4 し ょ う merchant prince, rich merchan 


cx ES that the distinction of a GENTLEMAN is to have his initials sewn into his shirts. Here — 
— a the long vertical line (STI) shows us the thread (#) piercing (FA) down through the shirt fabric 
to mark the owner's GENTLEMANLY status. vs 細 0239 








SHRINK, curl up 伸縮 し ん し ゅ < expansion and contraction 0873 

O 縮 小 し ゅ < し ょ う reduction, curtailment, cut 0034 
短縮 た ん L ゅ < shortening, contraction... 0562 

シュ ク OU sge [vi] shrink, contract 

ちち ぢ ( む ) ち ぢ ( ま る ) ちち ぢ ( め る ) 縮れ る ちぢれ る [vi] be wavy, curl; be wrinkled 








ちち ぢ (れる) bET) 





BE BORN C 誕 生 た 4 じょう birth, nativity 0036 
誕生 日 た 4 じょう び birthday 0036, 0001 
生誕 せい た ん birth, nativity 0036 








Let 生 suggest the fully extended (i.e., spread) legs of a mother giving BIRTH, and È the 
crying of a baby BEING BORN. Note that S8 in this entry (and S1 in the next entry) must be 
written from right to left (except for the special combinations noted in Appendix 1, always 
write slanting strokes downward). var 艇 0879 

















COURT O 法 廷 ほ ぅ て い courtoflaw 0139 


出廷 し ゅ っ て い appearance in court 0038 
a FEAT て いな いで inthe court 0215 
A テイ = _ | 朝廷 ちょ ぅ て い imperial court 0145 
廷臣 て いし 4 court official 0484 





70877 | Recall É courtier, introduced at 任 0372. Here we observe the courtier striding around the 
Z. 54 | COURT to stretch his legs (& .). we WE 0872, BE 0878 


| 2631 
常 | 7 

















1 COURTYARD 1 校 庭 こう て ぃ schoolyard, campus 0103 
* GARDEN DER Toza garden, park 0856 
2 石庭 せき て い rock garden 0403 
テイ | 庭師 に ゎ し gardener 0748 
家庭 か て い home, family, household... 0219 


























0878 | To the previous entry we now add 广 to indicate a protective enclosure encompassing the 
J- 53 | court; a COURTYARD, exr XE 0877 





OWE Us う て い boat, craft 0668 
艇 身 て いし 4 boatlength 0060 
艇 庫 て いこ boat house 0694 
艇 长 て いち ょ 3 coxswain, captain (of a 

salimarine] aus icm conem 0091 
SRE けい び て い guardship 0806, 0715 











879 | Picture an aristocratic garden of the Heian era, with an open pavilion that stretches out over 

a pond. From the shade of the pavilion, the members of the imperial court (XE) view a pass- 
ing BOAT (J]). Note that both characters incorporating ZE follow its on reading, テイ. 

es 誕 0876 






i ' UNFOLD, develop 展开 て ん か い unfolding, development; 
2 DISPLAY be ployment 
! 発展 な っ て ん expansion, development; 
: -— = ON Es 
"7 TH 1 伸展 する し ん て ん する expand, extend 0879 


⑨ 展 示す る て ん じす る puton display, exhibit 0311 
* 79 JUTA Dali exhibition 


0880 | The root meaning of DISPLAY is UNFOLD, so MI and M2 in fact refer to the same action. Per- 
ceive that action in this kanji by visualizing a door) with a noren partition UNFOLDED/ 
DISPLAYED beneath it, The noren is made of cloth (S8-10, a three-stroke variant of X), split 
at the bottom but stitched together (54-7, from 共 ) across the top. 


























ao | PALACE 
? FORMAL HONORIFIC TITLE 


; デン テン 
X% LD -EO 


! 殿 堂 で 4 と 3 hall, palace, shrine; sanctuary... 0320 


1 御殿 ZTA palace 0862 
ORT て ん か HisImperial Highness 0040 
2 殿様 と の さま feudal lord 0501 


2 山田 太郎 殿 や まだ た ろう と の Taro Yamada, Esq. 
0037, 0020, 0294, 0286 





i 





First note how X differs from the previous entry. See it as a closed door (a doorthat is joined 
"together" (3%) with its door frame), specifically, the closed gate of a PALACE, now under 
attack by a unit of Jancers (42). Also used as an exalted HONORIFIC TITLE. 


DIFFERENT 


4 
こと こと (な る ) 


1 CUMULATE 
? ENCUMBER 





ルイ 


N 


〇 異常 な いじ ょ うな abnormat, unusual, extraordi- 
nary 0321 


驚異 きょう い wonder, marvel, miracle... — 0807 
異例 い h い singular case, exception.......0721 
異 に する こと に する differ be different 

O 異 な る こと な る different, be different from 





AUR ょ < ょ う wing-shaped 0616 
OFM さよ < leftwing 0401 
OAR 384 rightwing 0402 

主翼 し ゅ よく wing(of an aircraft) 0365 
OME KITS つば さ を ひ ろ げ る Spread Chemin. 


ORM suex accumulation .. 0832 
! 累計 る いけ い total 0555 
1 累犯 考 加 A repeatoffender. 0735, 0107 


Vth る いし 4 ん successive promotions; proe 
ME La Pl: ucc trot 0191 


“连累 れん る s い involvement, implication... 0582 





| visualize an entire rice field (EE) CUMULATING on lop of a single thread (fk), ENCUMBERING 
it. See 係 1078 for another compound using M2. es 細 0239 

















‘BASE 1 三吉 さん る い third base 0004 


* SMALL FORT Vij Nak —- 477 まん る い ホ ー ム ラン prand-slam 
home run 0179 
Ew q a, - —|?-E53* と る い earthwork, parapet 0030 





el RENE | 


0885| Here we can see the four BASES of a baseball diamond ($6-9), with E earth in the foreground 
+ 32 (the infield) and H field in the background (the outfield). Comparing with the traditional 
Eu | form, note that $6-9 are written in lieu of writing the upper grapheme two more times; this 
HH simplification also occurs in {3% 1234 and $& 1235. 
















OFFICIAL 官吏 か 4 り government official 
公 更 こう り publicofficial 0089 


OWE voa official 





0886 | Hind view of an OFFICIAL's horse (S1 is its head, 52-4 are its body, and the bottom two lines 
Tl 30 | are its legs). Though we see a horse, it is (as a stand-alone kanji) only a symbol of OFFICIAL- 
DOM. The next five kanji all resemble this one, so compare them as you go, linking each 
one's distinctive features with its meaning. vs 使 0887 È 0888, g 0889 













'USE 
7 ENVOY, dispatch 


OATS し よう する use, employ, apply 0047 
! 使用 中 し ょ うち ゅ う inuse, occupied. 0047.0035 

上 使い 方 つか いか た how to use, usage .... .0173 
シ E 2 大 使 た いし ambassador 0033 
つか ( う ) つか ( い ) - つ か ( い ) づか ( い ) RA TAL angel 0270 











0887| Seeing here a man (4 ) about to mount the official's horse, we should perceive it as being 
人 9 | USED/dispatched on a mission. We can easily remember M2 ENVOY as a person who is 

dispatched. Again, be sure to review similarities and distinctions as you proceed through 

this tricky set of kanji (ending at filli 0891). s= 史 0888, 52 0886, 便 0890 


‘ HISTORY 史上 に し Es うに in history, in the annals -004 

i 史料 Lus historical materials/records . 0758 
史書 し し ょ historybook 0079 

s E — 史学 者 し が < し ゃ historian 0099, 0107 


"世界 史 せ か ぃ し world history 0604.0612 











0888 | See this as the dead body of an officials horse, now in an advanced state of decomposition. 

ロ 30 | It has been dead so long, in fact, that the remains of its head (see 更 above) have now disap- 
peared. Visualize this kanji as something that has long since passed away, and you should be 
able to remember that it means HISTORY. ms 5 0886, $Ë 0887 











T - = 
! RENEW, replace | ゆ 更 新 す る こう し ん する renew, renovate.. 0275 
p 





? FURTHERMORE 変更 する へ ん こう する alter, change, modify 
0775 
* GROW LATE 
po 一 一 一 |? 尚 更 な お さら still more, all the more 0184 
Omi- aa- Hie 
きら きら (に ) ふ ( け る ) ふ ( か す ) 更に sen furthermore; still more 





3 更け る ふけ る grow late, wear on 





0889 | After an official's horse (58) ages, it retires and begins a new career in postal delivery. As this 
E] 73 | entry shows, it is renovated (i.e., RENEWED) for its new career by having its head raised (note 
how it now sits at the very top of the central vertical stroke), and by having a mailbag tied 
onto its back—visible here as a second layer on its body, which should be our visual focus. 
— | Train your brain to let this "new" or "additional" layer on the horse's body remind you of the 
2967 | ideas RENEWAL and FURTHERMORE. M3 GROW LATE can also be associated with the idea of 
常 | 7 adding on. rs" 5E 0886, 便 0890 
















1 CONVENIENT 便利 本 べ ん り な convenient, handy, useful 0412 
y *POSTAL DELIVERY, transportation ! 不便 な ふ べ ん な inconvenient... 0049 
service, flight Oreo つぎ の ぴん nex post; next flight 027H 
; *EXCRETA O た より news, tidings; correspondence, letter 
ベン EY 加 便器 べき toilet bowl, urinal 0295 
た よ ( り ) 





















this kanji's meanings are diverse. Lay a foundation for all of them by perceiving in fil! an image, 
building on 更 0889, of a postal delivery horse departing on its route. We know that it is on its 
way, because the postman (f ) has now arrived to lead il away (contra 42), This image serves us 
well for M2 POSTAL DELIVERY, and for the modern transportation services to which this kanji 
now refers, such as trains and flights. Also, the idea of DELIVERY is easy to associate with the way 
the body “sends out" EXCRETA (M3), CONVENIENCE (M1) can be associated with our original 
“<_| image of a postal delivery horse departing on its route, via the idea of timely transportation 
service departures. «= 使 0887, & 0889 






















硬度 こう と hardness 0280 

硬化 する こう か する harden, stiffen 0120 

1 : 硬骨 こう こっ hard bone; firmness 0465 
r コウ — (Omii sacat firm (attitude), unbending; 

i Aelia) drastic (measure}.. 0423 

OFLA か た いい し hard stone 0403 















.0891 | Before studying this entry, take a moment to take stock of the following: (1) 更 is an OFFICIALS 
石 112 | horse, while 更 has been "RENEWED" for postal delivery; and (2) 使 shows a horse being 
USED/dispatched, while f. shows a POSTAL DELIVERY horse departing on its route... Now 

to address the present entry, Wi: let f suggest the HARD stones the postal delivery horse 
must tread upon. Once you've practiced writing this kanji, cover up the definitions for entries 
0886-91 and test yourself. Go randomly through the six entries, pick out their distinguishing 
features, and see if you can relate these to the kanji's meaning(s). 


1 " ABILITY; function 1 才能 さい の 3 talent, ability 0652 
LA 2 NOH DRAMA の 能力 3ye ability, capacity, faculty. 0084 
1 机 能 き の ぅ function, faculty 0473 


b | ノウ ! 可能 な か の うな possible, feasible 0814 
③④ 能楽 の 5 が < Noh drama 0302 


0892 | H here gives us the semantic category body part, encouraging us to see ム as an arm bent 

肉 130| at the elbow (recall JZ, 0238). Complete the image by also seeing the two Ls as limbs. 

F We thus visualize a body with bendable limbs that point in various directions, symbolizing 
diverse ABILITIES/functions. M2 NOH DRAMA is an exhibition of dramatic ABILITY. 
















1207 
常 |10 














Y 
t laa niim — —j' 実態 じ っ た い actual conditions, state 0499 


1 形態 り い た い shape, form, structure, mor- 
DIOE: a tenes 0147 
OEE た いと attitude, posture 0280 


0893 | while 能 in the previous entry represents an able body, adding 心 here redirects our atten- 
Ù 61 


1 E 1 STATE, condition の 状態 じょう た い state, condition, appearance, 
t 2 POSTURE, attitude situation, aspect 0616 
- 1 事態 じたい situation, state of affairs 0080 
1 1 
/ 











tion to the state of mind supporting the able body, like that of the martial artist, whose men- 
に tal state underlies his physical ability. Associate both M1 STATE/condition and M2 POSTURE/ 
attitude with this image of a person's enabling state of mind. rs 能 0894 





白熊 し ぁ < ま polarbear 0076 

黒 態 < る < ま black bear 0535 

熊本 < まる も と Kumamoto (city and prefecture) 
0031 


DISCONTINUE OBRA ひき ょ う work stoppage, strike 
OfBa%Z 635 discontinue 


ヒ 
や ( め る )* 





0895 | To perceive the idea DISCONTINUE here, visualize mm as a curtain just now beginning to fall 
网 122| ona Noh drama (ÑE). «= HE 0896 





! LINE UP, arrange 1 REV d 5 5 れつ する arrange, itemize 0718 

2 PHONETIC [ra] ORES RE らし ん ば ん 4 compass 0556, 0673 
2GRUE EE まん だ 5 mandala 

3 ARBRE Tasa tempura 0270 





0896 | Here we observe a bird (tE) holding thread (i) in its beak and LINING it UP in three straight 
内 122| columns to make a net (™). Focus visually on the three neatly arranged columns at the top. 
| wa BÉ 0895 








2278 
256 常 [19] | 











1 CLOUD 云海 うん か い sea of clouds 0106 
1 SEHE < も ま riftbetween clouds 0448 
OME あぁ まぐ も rain clouds 0154 


r 
n — ウン ABE に ゅ 3 と 3 ぐも cumulonimbus 0039, 0158 
> ア a くも - ぐ も #738 キノ コ ぐ も mushroom cloud 
-0897 | Review {Z 0223. Here we combine rain (^*) and cloud (zs) into the kanji for CLOUD. 雷雲 


Bi 173| (らい うん , see $, just ahead) is probably a more useful on-yomi compound to memorize 
than VI. ræ 上 0898 








OS X KATA cloudy weather 0270 
OBS < も る become cloudy 
U2 <er cloudy sky 0398 
Bev A (bus cloudy 
花 曇り は な ぐも り coud wesne p pne 





雪上 车 せっ じょう し ゃ snowmobile _ 0041,0125 
0 新 雪 し ん せっ fresh snow 0275 
TAR ゆき が っ せん snowball fight 0227, 0461 
T4) ゆき まっ り Snow Festival 0537 
9 初雪 は っ ゆき first snow of the season 0710 





THUNDER 9 雷雨 aws thunderstorm 0154 

電電 5 いで ん thunder and lightning, thunder- 

Bl. aee oca era 0155 

= — | 雷雲 5 ぃ うぅ 4 thundercloud  . 0897 
A 地雷 veer landmi 

か みな り C ら 5 い land mine 0187 

OR BASS か みな りお や じ irascible old man 
0276, 0100 











Recall that F& in 電 0155 represents lightning. In this entry, there is no lightning bolt (LL) 
雨 173| extending down toward the earth, so we only hear THUNDER. © 電 0155 


2432 
回 








t= 
"il 











零度 nue zero degrees, freezing point 0280 


ST れい か below zero, sub-zero D040 
OIE れい ぃ E twelve o'clock 0383 
- mm 零点 れい て ん (score of) zero 0349 


SEE AY れい し ょ うに は い 0 wins, 2 losses 
0460, 0003, 0830 














0901 | Focus on A, visualizing it as a solid, sweeping roof that permits exactly ZERO drops of rain 


ij 173| C" )to penetrate into the house 一 8 ZERO-tolerance roof, if you will. The on-yomi follows 
ー | $,$, and tie. 









QUAKE, tremble OW cua earthquake 0187 

震动 し 4 と ぅ shock, tremor, vibration . ...0540 

| 震源 地 し ん げん ち epicenter .. 0209, 0187 

リー ーー 一 | シン 震度 LAL seismicintensity 0280 
ふる ( う ) ふる (える ) O2 5 ふる える tremble, shudder 
















SWING, wave, wield, pretend |O 振 動 し ん と ぅ vibration 0540 















不振 ふし ん dullness, depression, stagnation, 
SI 9 
= ーー O 手 を 振る て を ふる wave one's hand 0046 
ぶ ( る ) ぶ ( る ) ふき) 0) 胸 を 振る う う で を ふる う showone'sability 0732 
B3) ふ ( れ る) 死ん だ 振り を する し ん だ ふり を する Play dead 
0716 








-0903 | vividly imagine the hand ( 4) taking the dragon (ze) by its beard (lower part of $5) and 
Æ 64 | SWINGING it violently in circles, its long mane waving in the air behind it. 


OF LONG DURATION OWA Use» endurance 0384 


久遠 < ぉ ん eternity 0057 
OA Lv ひさ し い long, longstanding 
[aay 7 ALOË ひさ し いむ か し alongtimeago 0359 


ひさ (し い ) 久し振り に ひさ し SY に afteralongtime, 
for the first time in a long while 











M900 | visualize as a person taking a LONG stride, var 欠 0277 
J 4 











FLOURISH; be bustling 賑わう に ぎ ゎ うぅ flourish, prosper, be bustling 
賑やか に ぎゃ や か bustling 
シン 


に ぎ ( わ う ) に ぎ ( や か ) 

















0905 | Picture a bustling, FLOURISHING downtown market where merchants busily exchange dragons 
中 154| UR) for seashells/money UA). 


ORE ssp3 sanddune,sandhill — .. 0678 
KOF か こう きゅう volcaniccone — 0026, 0019 
Fed ぉ か べ vicinity of a hill … 0195 

ORO Liz ぉ か の ぅ ぇ に ontopofahill .... 0041 











0706 | See this as a hacksaw /T- thrust into the top of a HILL to stake a claim to it. 
my JT 0193, 兵 0907 


兵士 へ ぃ し soldier 0350 
ORBE へ いた い soldier; troops... (586 
兵 へ いそ っ private, common soldier... 0751 
兵役 awaa military service 0518 
兵器 へ いき arms, weapon, ordnance .. 0295 








from the party who claimed it with his hacksaw in the previous entry. Practice writing this 
entry and the last one in alternation, learning to identify their meanings by the presence or 
absence of $6-7. v Fr. 0906 





HIGH MOUNTAIN, peak 车 友 会 が < ゆう かい mountaineering club 
0399, 0226 
Olli さん が < mountains 0037 
rm 北岳 きた だ け ML Kita 0122 
た け 朝日 后 あさ ひだ け ML Asahi. 0145, 0001 














0908 | When you put a hill Fr. on top of a mountain Lll, you get an especially HIGH MOUNTAIN, a 
山 46 | peak that stands out above the rest of the range. sar 峰 1378 


31 
EIN 
2213 
常 | 8 

















l | BEACH O 海 浜 か ぃ ひん seashore, seaside, beach... 0106 
» [ONE は ま べ beach, seashore ... 0195 
"- 砂浜 す な は ま sandy beach, sands 0678 

les | 浜風 は ま か ぜ beach wind 0425 
ババ は ま 浜 伝い に は ま づ た い に alongthe beach 0223 





Review 兵 0907. Here we observe soldiers ( 兵 ) emerging from the water( Y ) to crawl up a 
- " sand dune on the BEACH, trying desperately to establish a beachhead. Note the traditional 
演 form, which is based on È 1962. 


"m 


0994 
5110 





兵舎 へ ぃ ue barracks 0907 
宿舍 し ゅ < し ゃ lodgings, quarters 0292 
校舎 こう しゃ school building 0103 
駅 舎 ぇ se station building... 0339 


wt 田舎 いな か country, rural district 0020 


This character contains the "earth behind door" combination We SaW back at 周 0304 (do not 
confuse with 吉 0514 LUCKY), Here we see a simple roof over an earthen floor with a door in 
the front: a HUT. 


ANOTHER TIME 再度 さい と anothertime, a second time -0280 
再開 さい か い reopening, resumption 0450 


ORE さい せい regan oni regeneration, 
一 一 一 resuscitation; playback 
サイ サ iens 


V 再来 週 * ら いし ゅ 3 the week after next 
Auc 0274, 0305 


O 再 び 読む ふた た び よ む reread 0355 


Work C1.) another month (A): ANOTHER TIME. Learn to write this kanji by heart, as it will 
appear inside others you'll learn soon. The reading ふた た び combines ふた つ (see 二- 
0003 TWO) and た び (see 度 0280 TIME). 








TIGER OE cu tigersden; dangerous place 0397 


虎口 ここ ぅ tiger'sden; dangerous place .. 0019 
Te * =i 
ノ | | と ら 


〇 虎の巻 と sg の まき key, crib, pony; secret (of a 
0458 


WI ne fg 
0912. | Picture JË as the entrance to a TIGER’s lair, located beneath a craggy cliff (review BZ 0595). - 
上 141| Atthe top of the entrance appear the lowercase letters ^r" and “t,’ for regnum tigrium (realm 


ke of the TIGER). The full character includes JL, human legs, suggesting a half-eaten person. 














2766 


EE 5:5 














| (sign of) THE TIGER - O 寅 年 と s と し Yearofthe Tiger 0117 
r JL— | 
* 


イン 
M ^w 


と ら 
0913] while the previous entry is used to refer to TIGER the animal, this one refers to the horary 
e» 40 | sign of THE TIGER. Picture a tiger-skin trophy, hung on a wall under someone's roof. 54 
represents its head, 510-11 the skin of its hind legs. Its stripes make a crossing design on its 
back (FH), es 1592 


























1981 
名 |11 
PERFORM 主演 する し ゅ ぇ ん する play the leading part 0365 
上 演 す る じょう えん する puton stage 0041 
~ O 出 演 す る し ゅ っ えん する appear onstage, 
-一 一 一 一 大 Oe a 0038 
エン ` 
f » 独演 と < ぇ ん solo performance 0346 
J, 3 4 
ロミ オ を 河 じ る ロミ ォ を ぇ えん じ る play the part of 
^ N Romeo i 

















Like all cats, tigers do not like to get wet. Create a scene in your imagination of a circus 
PERFORMANCE involving a trainer with a water hose and a tiger. If you prefer to see a tiger 
skin, as in the last entry, the story works just as well with a human actor dressed in a tiger's 
skin and PERFORMING its role. The reading エン can be associated with the English word 
“EN-tertainy 








YELLOW 黄河 こう が Yellow River 0818 
9 黄色 きい る に こう し ょ く , お うし ょ く ) yellow... 0528 
黄金 こがね に お う ご 4) gold; money 0029 


黄身 きみ eggyolk 0060 














0918 | A reasonable way to remember that this kanji means YELLOW is to picture a girl wearing 
黄 201| blonde pigtails (either end of S1) and a yellow tiger-skin dress. Note the variant forms for this 
p | and the next entry. 












1 ! SIDEWAYS, across の 横断 する お うだ ん する cross, traverse 0849 
2 ARBITRARY, despotic THOMAS じゅ うお うに (に た て よこ に ) vertically and 
= horizontally; freely. oo... sss 0871 
so ーーーーーー ! 横 軸 ょ こ <C< X-axis, horizontal axis 0692 
te * 横 行 す る ぉ ぅ こぅ する be rampant, overrun, 
> swagger, strut í 0055 





| ③④ 専横 せん ぉ ぅ arbitrariness, despotism 0580 
Picture a wooden (F) barricade painted yellow ($È) for easy visibility, laid out SIDEWAYS 
across the road. Once you've given your mind enough time to fix the association between 
yellow wood and SIDEWAYS/across, associate SIDEWAYS with ARBITRARY/despotic through 
the notion of running contrary to the normal, reasonable course. «= 構 0917 














~~ 








» | TEMPORARY, provisional や 仮に か り に provisionally; for example; 
supposing that 
: ^FAKE ae eg 
仮設 の か せっ の temporary; hypothetic.. 0520 
PIZIE か て い assumption, supposition .. 0045 
? 仮 面 か め 4 mask, disguise 0175 


仮名 か な kana, Ja anesesyllabary 0269 
か めい pseudonym, alias 


7E 
Dv か り - 











or provisionally for the 

人 9 | purpose of accomplishing a specific task at hand, even though you will replace it later. Here a 
| man (1 ) leans against ( 反 ) something TEMPORARY. We can also think of it as FAKE, since it 

1 区 is just a provisional substitute, not the real thing. 


0034 
常 | 6 


y 1 —— m mp mmi T. = 
0921 | Sometimes you just need something to “lean on" TEMPORARILY 














"FRAGMENT 
* ONE OF TWO 


WIF ZANA fragment, piece 0849 
1 破片 は へ 4 fragment, broken piece, scrap 0594 

2 片面 fA. one side, one face 0175 
^Y "片道 か た みち one-way 0158 
か た - か た | 片仮名 か た か な katakana script. 0921, 0269 




















0922 | Review 将 0614. The present entry gives the second half of the split tree trunk (the first half 

Fe 91 | A, seen earlier in the notes for 将 , is generally simplified to A ). The two halves appear 
together in kanji like dil 1492. By comparing with ilil, we can see FT by itself as a mere 
FRAGMENT of the original, ONE part OF TWO. 


















'! PRINTING PLATE 「 版 画 は ん が woodcut print 0176 












? PUBLISHING, printing 1 木版 る < は ん woodblock printing, wood 
engraving 0028 
TI. U ゅ っ ぱん publishing; publication . 0038 
2 初版 し ょ は 4 first edition 0710 
?英语 版 えい ご ぱん English edition .. 0332.0222 










1, 






can signify wooden block or tablet inside other kanji. In this entry, we observe the act of 
PRINTING by placing a sheet of paper (not shown) against (KL) a wooden block (Fr). M2 
PUBLISHING is a derivative meaning. 









'BOARD "HUM; に < ゅ ん blackboard 0535 
2PLATE ! 土 の 上 に 板 を 置く っ ちの うえ に いた を お く 


A place boards on the dirt 0030, 0041, 0843 
— VH ゆか いた floorboard 0851 
TEAR と su た boards covering a drainage ditch 

^ 鉄板 て っ ぱ 4 iron plate 0564 





0924 | Think of a BOARD or PLATE as a piece of wood (4) you set things against (2). In English 

X 75 | we would not say "against" but "on" (as in “on board"), but to learn this kanji, try to think of 
setting things against a board or a plate, such as writing "against" a blackboard (VI) or frying 
"against" an iron plate (V5). 


0762 


常 | 8 | 

















| ENGAGE IN SALES 





| 


0925. Here H represents an offer of money from a bu 









1 RIGHTEOUSNESS 
2 MEANING, sense 
3 SUBSTITUTE, artificial 
x 











‘DISCUSS 
? LEGISLATIVE BODY 





* 





CEREMONY, rite 











0928 | "Man (4) + righteousness (3&)" represents a m 
customary act felt to honor a righteous principle. Needless to say, the homophony of rite and 


A9 
| righteousness can be helpful here. 


0147 


[s 





0926 | Review 我 0221 SELF. Here the se/f demonstrates its RIGHTEOUSNESS by sacrificing a sheep 
(3) to God. This surrendering of a material possession in favor of a spiritual principle sym- 
bolizes the idea of MEANING. M3 SUBSTITUTE/artificial comes from the idea of having the 
same MEANING or significance while not actually being the thing itself. 


0927 Represents people's speaking (3) of righteousness (28), that is, DISCUSSING the right thing 
言 149| to do. Note that all the kanji that incorporate 義 are pronounced ギ . 


O 販 売 す る は ん ば いす る sell, market 0353 


自動 販売 機 じ と う は ん ば いき vending machine 
0081, 0540, 0353, 0473 


再販 さい は ん resale 0911 
販路 は ん ろ る market, outlet 0788 
市 販 し は 4 marketing 0205 





yer, while 反 represents the opposite activity, 













ORE! xw sense of duty/honor, obligation, 
debt of gratitude; justice; courtesy 


DE% Tor definition 
2 講義 こう ぎ lecture 

3 義歯 ぎし artificial tooth, denture 0674 
© 義父 ぎふ father-in-law; foster father, steno hie 









や 議決 きけ っ decision, resolution 0330 
1 会議 mox conference, meeting, council .0226 
2 議会 ぎかい assembly, national assembly... 0226 
名 议院 き ぃ ん House, Diet Chamber 0634 


2 議員 きい ん memberofanassembly, Diet 
member 




















0109 
0n? 


OBESX «Us ceremony, rite, ritual 
葬儀 そう ぎ funeral service/rites 


礼儀 れい ぎ etiquette, courtesy, propriety, 
manners 0313 


礼儀 正しい れい ぎ た だ し い polite. ...0313, 0043 
行儀 きょう ぎ manners, behavior 0055 





an conducting a rite or CEREMONY, ie。 a 











~ | SACRIFICE | 犠飛 xu [baseball] sacrifice fly (475 











0929| Like the sheep in 義 RIGHTEOUS, the cattle (4^) are SACRIFICED to honor a righteous prin- 
+ 93 | ciple. The sample compound to memorize appears in the next entry. 


t 
1010 
常 |17 











| SACRIFICE OnE # せ い sacrifice 0929 
犠牲 者 きせ いし ゃ victim 0929, 0107 


0930 | A cow()s life (Œ) is meant to be SACRIFICED. This kanji only appears as part of V1, so focus 
Æ 93 | on learning that compound, rather than the kanji per se. 


PURPORT, gist, aim OB £5U gist, summary, abstract; purport 0547 
本 旨 ほん し main object, true aim 0031 
主旨 Let gist, main point, substance 0365 


その 紳 を 書き 送る その むね を か き お くる write 
(someone) to that effect 0079, 0455 


旨い 3 まい skillful, good at, wise; delicious 


| むね うま ( い )* 


0931 | Refers to the essence or substance of something. Recalling from 化 0120 that ヒ means spoon, 
日 72 picture scooping out a spoonful of glistening golden sun (H) to examine its substance, its 





- ^ ,  |'FINGER ! 指 の 節 ゆび の ふし fingerjoints 0391 
B 2 POINT (out) @ 指 す さす point(with one's finger) 
る 指定 する し て いす る designate, appoint 0045 
! " シ * 指 示す る し じす る instruct; indicate, point to 
H QU さ ( す ) - さ (し ) i 
2 目指 す ゅ ざす aim for, haveaneyeon 0021 





40932 | Now imagine that a hand (4 ) extends a FINGER and POINTS at something noticed in the 
手 64 | spoonful of sun (previous entry). The meaning is not obvious here, so to remember it you 
must form a vivid mental image. Kanji in this course are not usually grouped by Kun-yomi, 
but note that さ ( す ) homophones appear below at Hil] 0935 and 7 0937. wa 脂 1994 























BRANDISH, wave 指揮 する し きす る conduct; command... 0932 


+ 4 
O 指 揮 者 し s し ゃ conductor; commander 
z 0932, 0107 
: = 一 一 | 発揮 する は っ きす る display, demonstrate; put 
to use 0148 


0933 | See a hand (+) waving orders at an army( 軍 ) Imagine that it BRANDISHES something, such 
Æ & | asa baton of command. 






























SHINE BRILLIANTLY 輝度 き と brightness 0280 
HA きき brilliance 


光輝 有る こう き ぁ る shining, brilliant, splendid 
uc map cito eddie iet 0137, 0400 


OE? か が ゃ < shine brilliantly, glitter, light up 
HDL か が ゃ か し い bright, brilliant 











“Like its boots, the army's armored vehicles (8) SHINE BRILLIANTLY in the light (XG) of the 
sun. 






PIERCE, stah 刺殺 する し きっ する stabtodeath 0522 


刺激 Live stimulus; stimulation, excitation 
057 













OM uve. calling card 0269 

中 に 刺さ れる むし に ささ れる be stung by an 

さ ( さ る ) さ (し ) 3L insect H 

Hi} さしみ sashimi, sliced raw flesh (esp. of fish) 
004 






i YE looks like AS with two thorns sticking out of it, and means stab. Together, 来 and ' (cuf) 
unambiguously denote PIERCE/stab. Do not confuse 上 stab with HÈ 0307 BUNDLE. 
ws {fill 0708 



















1 SCHEME, plan 1 政策 せい さく policy, political measures 0246 
2 MEASURE 1 方策 ほ ぅ さく plan, policy, scheme 0173 

1 策略 さ < り s< artifice, stratagem, scheme. 0791 
サク 1 の 対策 た いさ く < countermeasure, counterplan 0650 
2 施策 し きく measure, execution of a policy. 0571 














0936 | During World War II, the Japanese Imperial Army devised a SCHEME by which civilians would 
竹 119| defend the homeland from foreign invaders by stabbing | Hf) them with bamboo (^* ) 
spears. You can interpret this kanji to represent that SCHEME/MEASURE, or any other one 
people might use to take a ^stab" at a problem. 














DIVERGENCE, difference 格差 か < さ differential, disparity 0789 
RENE こう さて ん crossing, intersection ("point 
of convergence and divergence") —. 0102, 0349 


時 差 Es time difference 0383 
+ 二分 の 差 に ふん の さ a difference of two 
さ ( す ) さ ( し ) | minutes 0003, 0068 





UAR きす extend (one’s hand); offer; hold (an 
umbrella); wear(in one's belt or hair) 
0937 | starts off like Æ, but then the line that points downward DIVERGES to the left (57). Informed 
E 48 | by Æ 0401, let T suggest a stylized uppercase “L; for divergence to the “Left” See S7 as 
an arm held out at an angle to (i.e., DIVERGING from) the rest of the body, as if to extend a 
hand to someone, or to hold an umbrella (see V5). vs 着 0938, #£ 1671 





! PUT ON (clothes) 着る きる [vil puton clothes, dress, wear 

? ARRIVE ご 着物 きる の clothes, kimono 0172 
3STICK, adhere O 駅 に 着く ぇ き に っ < arrive atthe station. 0939 
チャ ク ジャ ク 着信 ちゃ < し 4 arrival (of mail, phone call, etc.) 
き ( る ) -F き (せる ) き ( せ ) つ ( く ) |. 0063 ーー 

つ ( け る ) | 接着 せっ ちゃ < adhesion, gluing 0047 


0938 | visualize this as the act of PUTTING ON a wool cap: =& sheep provides the wool and $7 

Æ 123| shows the visor, shielding the eyes (H). Speaking from the cap's perspective, we would not 
say that you PUT it ON, but that it ARRIVES on your head (M2). Then it STICKS there (M3). 
ww Z= 0937, 看 0939, # 1671 





OBSERVE, keep an eye on OBR か ん ば ん signboard, sign 0924 
看破 する か ん ば する see through, penetrate 
(576 


HIFO か ん し ゅ する perceive, detect; see 
through 0059 


| り 看 病 す る か ん びょう する nurse, carefor 0617 
看 守 か ん し ゅ jailer, prison guard 0648 
Here what shields the eye (H) is not a wool cap but a hand (S1-4, modified from F). We 
H 109| shield our eyes when we are intent on watching something in spite of a glaring light. Along 
these lines, we should see in this kanji the act of closely watching something, such as 
OBSERVING a hospital patient or keeping an eye on children. m 着 0938, 2 1671 


1 


9 到 着 と 3 ちゃ < arrival 0938 
到来 と ぅ らい arrival, advent 0274 
殺到 する さっ と うす る rush in, pourin: descend 

on (522 
到底 と ぅ て ぃ afterall, inthelongrun. — 0482 


0940 | Review 42 0250 through 屋 0252, Here we see a sword ( 1] ) slicing through something until 
7) 18 | it comes to (Œ) the ground, which symbolizes the act of ARRIVING. VI will test whether 
you've learned to distinguish the previous two entries, «= 倒 0941, Bc 0251 





1163 
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ーー 


TOPPLE 


トウ 


人 








た お (れる ) - だ お ( れ ) た お ( す ) 


卒倒 する そっ と うす る faint, fall unconscious 0751 
Of HE と うさ ん 4 insolvency, bankruptcy; breech 


i seated reach taint EM ED 0181 
圧倒 する ぁ っ と うす る overwhelm, overpower, 
crush 0186 


後に 倒れ る 3 し ろ に た お れる fallbackward 0114 








ZT L ~ ——— 3 = 
0941 | informed by the previous entry, let this one suggest a man (4 ) “arriving” to the ground (到 )， 


人 4 








! ARGUE, discuss 
? THEORY, view 


i.e., TOPPLING over. «3 到 0940, 例 0721 










1 議論 きろ ん argument, discussion 0927 
1 结论 けつ ろ ん conclusion 0516 


⑨ 論 じ る (= 論ずる ) ろ ん じ る に ろ ん ず る ) argue, 
discuss 


2 進化論 し ん か ろ 4 theoryofevotution.. 0191, 0120 
2 世論 せろ ん に よろ 4) publicopinion 0604 
















wrong. 


= 149| just shows the roof fitting on top; see Æ 0227). We'll let this represent library, and, by exten- 
sion, careful study. For this entry, learn to associate words (3) and careful study (fitr) with 
ARGUMENT and THEORY. es 論 0946 





Here we observe a man (4 ) of careful study, that is, a man of deep MORAL sensitivity and 
reflection, one who thinks carefully about his actions and the difference between right and 





O4 3B りん り ethics, morals, code of conduct 
0532 


倫理 学 りん り が < ethics, moral philosophy 
0532.0099 







不倫 な ふり ん な immoral, illicit 0049 


人 倫 bz ん humanity, morality; human 
relations 











i " ' WHEEL 車輪 Lea wheel 0125 

1 ^ * RING 1 駐輪場 ちゅ うり ん じょう 3 bicycle parking lot 
rele e [|o eee 0367, 0445 
| Js 2 輪状 の りん じょう の ring-shaped, annular .. 0616 
35 2 輪投げ わな げ quoits, ringtoss 0517 
②③ 指輪 buh (finger) ring 0932 





0944 | These days many communities have 


车 159| kanji suggests a wheel library. Imagine that stacked on its bookshelf 
リン sounds like M2 RING. rs 输 0945 


WHEELS (HC)! The reading 


1436 
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“tool libraries" that lend out tools to the public. This 
(TF) are not books but 

















TRANSPORT 輸送 する ゆ そ うす る transport, convey. 0455 
運輸 うん ゅ transpori(ation), conveyance. 0564 


9 輸出 ゅ し ゅ っ export, exportation 0038 
a 9 输入 ゅ に ゅ 3 import, importation 0039 
禁輸 きん ゅ embargo 0312 











0945 | Recalling 前 0113, we take £7 to be sliced ( 1] ) meat (A). The “roof fitting on top" (from 
p 
Hi 159| fr 0227) indicates that the meat is covered (i.e., packaged). The whole kanji thus shows us 
み 、| 8 vehicle (Wf) TRANSPORTING packages of sliced meat (fii). All kanji incorporating 前 are 
Hia pronounced <. wa 輪 0944 





ADMONISH, instruct 









論旨 ゅ L official suggestion or instruction 0931 
ORA き ょ 3 ゆ teacher, instructor 0632 
〇 諭す さと す admonish, instruct 

a 諭し さと し guidance, admonition 

教え 諭す ぉ し えさ と す give guidance 0632 






















0946 | visualize as words (3) of warning, printed on the label of a package of sliced meat (fil), 
言 149| ADMONISHING us and instructing us. s 論 0942 












* PLEASED 


Jas 
D947 | Think of this heart (^) as being PLEASED at the prospect of consuming this package of sliced 
4» 61 | meat (fii), vs He, 0948 


〇 愉快 な ゆか いな pleasant, delightful 0331 
WE ゆ し ょ < pleased look, cheerful expression 
0528 






TRE ゆら < pleasure, joy Te 0302 


AMPLE ふゆ か いな unpleasant, disagreeable, 
M05 0049, 0331 
















HEAL, soothe OERE へ ぃ ゅ recovery, restoration to health. 0934 


7 KEA ゅ 5w< adhesion, conglutination; 
connection, collusion |.................. 












" , 1 T = 癒え る い ぇ る behealed, be soothed 
o 
て rM い ( や す ) いえ る ) dd wet heal, soothe 
IN LOL ここ ろ の ぃ ゃ し healing/soothing of 
MM 0056 








| 0948 | Think of an illness (]™ ) resulting from a deficiency in meat protein, then see the sliced meat 
六 104| (ffi) going to the heart OÈ, i.e., insides) of an ill person to HEAL and soothe him. 
wa IE 0952, 愉 0947 

















1 | ' STAND, pedestal, platform 1 荷台 に だ い carrier, bed (of a truck) "m 
/ e. 2 COUNTER FOR MACHINES AND VEHICLES | や 人 台所 だ いと ころ kitchen 0249 





TAIWAN 1 台地 だ いち plateau, tableland 0187 
Wwe ダイ タイ 自動 車 十 台 じ と うし ゃ じゅ うだ い ten cars 
0081, 0540, 0125, 0005 
3 日 台 に っ た い Japan and Taiwan, Japanese- 
Tala aiios sce ey 0001 


D949 | Here C represents a flat-topped structure and A an elbow, resting on it. This kanji thus 

L1 30*| aptly depicts a STAND, pedestal, or platform on which we can place things. It is also used as 
xu | a COUNTER FOR MACHINES AND VEHICLES because these tend to be solid, boxy objects, just 
に like the square STAND shown here. 















1 GOVERN, bring under control 外 政治 せい じ government, administration, 


2CURE DOMES em 0246 

on 1 治安 ちあ ん public peace and order 0094 
| = ss JOBS くに を お さめ る govern a country, 

‘ S F manage a state 0075 

' お さ ( め る ) お さ ( ま る ) な お (る ) SE ちゆ healing, cure, recovery 0948 

な お ( す ) 謝 気 が 治っ た びょう き が な お っ た The illness has 

been cured 0617, 0126 





| To remember the kanji for GOVERN/bring under control, think of a unit of riot control offi- 
cers standing on a platform (£1) and blasting protesters with a water(  ) cannon. M2 CURE 
comes from the idea of bringing a disease under control, vs if} 1348, ? 0951 


WORK METALS O 冶 金 esa metallurgy 




















U751 | Recall from t$ 0675 that y sometimes means ice. Since this kanji signifies METALWORKING, 
we'll let ice suggest the cooling of smelted metal, which once solidified is placed upon a 
platform (£3, i.e., an anvil) for hammering. Additional sample compounds appear at 陶 1372 
and $f 2064. «= 治 0950 





TREAT, medicate 〇 治療 する ちり ょ うす る treat, cure 0950 
療法 usata method of treatment, remedy 


一 | 療養 中 りょう よう ちゅう under medical care, in 
recuperation 0500, 0035 


医療 いり ょ 3 medical treatment/care 0561 
b MN | 施療 せり ょ う free medical treatment 0571 
0952 | Informed by 楽 0302 PLEASURE and 大 0033 BIG, take 之 to mean big fun. Here it refers to 


J- 104| the big fun provided by powerful pain relievers used to TREAT the ill {7 ). Note that all four 
kanji incorporating X are pronounced Y a 7. ew Jit 0948 





リョ ウ 














2803 
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COLLEAGUE, official 








僚 友 りょう ゆう comrade, colleague, fellow 
worker 0399 
CO 同僚 25445 colleague, associate, fellow 
official 
開 僚 か < りょう cabinet members 0792 
OE か ん りょう government officials); 
bureaucracy, olficialdom.. ........... 
官僚 的 か ん りょう て き bureaucratic — 0290, 0149 








| 
EE | 





DORMITORY 








“Let “man (4 ) + big fun (€) remind you of a certain playful coworker/COLLEAGUE. 


OFFER 4 めい りょう な clear, plain, lucid 0024 


—HWURO いち る < りょう ぜん の immediately 
clear, obvious 0002, 0021, 0760 








/ BEGIN 
1 E 
|" は じ ( め る ) - は じ ( め る ) は じ ( ま る ) 





O 学 生 寮 が < せい りょう student dormitory 
0099, 0036 


寮生 りょう せい boarder 0036 
X€ りょう 5 ょ う dormitory leader 0091 


独身 穴 と くし ん りょう company dorion ok 
unmarried employees , 0060 


REEE りょう に すむ Rf 0366 





〇 開始 する か いし する begin, commence, open 
; ; 0450 


原始 的 な げん し て き な primitive, primeval 
0208, 0169 


Ostib 2 は じゅ る begin, start, originate; embark on 
歩き 始め た ある き は じ め た beganwalking .0679 
始ま り は じ ま り Deginning 


0956 | visualize a woman (1) setting about (Le。 BEGINNING) the task of preparing a meal at the 


女 38 | kitchen platform (£3), i.e. the kitchen counter. 


0252 
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END O 最 終 さい し m3 last, the end; final 0196 


k ? 

終点 L ゅ うてん laststop, terminus 0349 

| 始終 し cw うぅ from beginning to end, at all times 

j f ue | 0956 
> 


お (わる ) - お (わる ) お (える ) AER U ゅ うぅ せん endofthewar 0461 
OC 終わ る ぉ ゎ る [vil end, finish 








0957 | Recall 冬 0360 WINTER. Now think of a spool of thread as having four seasons, starting from 
% 120 spring, when you reel off the first few inches, all the way to winter, when the spool stops 
unwinding and you've come to the very END. 





1223. 
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‘FINISH 
? COMPREHEND 







OMT 2 し ゅ うり ょ うす る end, complete; expire 
0957 


1 満了 する まん りょう する expire, become due 0179 
1 未 了 ぁ り ょ う unfinished, incomplete 0271 
OTHE りょう か い understanding; consent 0345 


2 了 知 する りょう ち 5 する know, understand, 
appreciate 


| 









リョ ウ 














0958 Recall that 子 depicts an infant child with its arms outstretched for hugging. Now imagine _ 
] 6 | that an important part of an infant's training is to learn how to lie with its arms tucked in ( J ), 
rather than flailing around at the sides ( 子 ) In this kanji we see a child who has finished this 


learning process: FINISH; COMPREHEND. 




















! AGREE TO, he told |@ 了 承 りょう し ょ う acknowledgement, understand- 


: 2 RECEIVE ing 0058 
! 承知 する し ょ うち する consentto; forgive; know, 
understand 0560 


: oi 2 承継 し ょ うけ い succession 0848 
Ene * 伝 承 で ん し ょ う tradition, legend : 0223 


ORS うけ た まわ る [humble] hear, listen to, be told 


i 0959 | rhe three lines running across the center of this kanji are a unique feature, so an easy short- 
F 64 | cut is to perceive these lines as transmitting something from left to right, and imagine that 

the right side RECEIVES it, accepts it, AGREES TO it, etc. It may help at first to sketch this kanji 

in the margin, replacing 53-5 with arrows. 1® #& 0960 








? ' STEAM, be steamed 蒸気 じょう き steam, vapor 0126 
プー ORE beð- evaporation, volatilization; 
: = mysterious disappearance ..... 0148 
= —ORF t steam; be stuffy 
LIT むし が し steamedcake . 0602, 0094 
——_— む ( す ) む ( れ る ) む ( ら す ) rd SE laut 
の V Y v 飯 を 蒸 ら す めし を むら す steam boiled rice 0377 











0960 Visualize this character as the act of STEAMING vegetables: see +- as the vegetables, $4-8 as 
ju 140| a variation on Wafer( 水 ) and S9 as a metal plate, heated by a fire (^). 
sar 7K 0959, 2X 1188, $ 1741 
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B ーー ————————————_—_————— 








DANCE OHE ぶた い stage 0949 
舞曲 ぶ き ょ < dance music, music and dancing 








ORUE REO まい を まう perform a dance 


a 
Et an 7 振る 舞う ふる まう conduct oneself; entertain, 


見 舞う ex ask for, visit{asick person). 0083 
0961 | ^f means dance. See it as two legs, one of which takes a dance step to our left. The portion 


above it in this entry recalls 無 0048 NOTHING, but here we can just see it as a skirt hanging 
over the dancing legs, to complete the image of DANCING. ww Jil; 0048 

















| NEIGHBOR OBE A UA じん neighbor 0015 
隣国 り ぇ ご < neighboring country. . 0075 
隣接 し た りん せっ し た neighboring, adjoining, 

JE ACE Na es re 0047 

a x 隣り 合う と な り ぁ う adjoin, be next door to each 

と な (る ) と な り other 0227 











hills, as a thin wall separating your house from your NEIGHBOR'S. On the other side, there is 
food ( 米 ) and dancing (^). 


BLINK; instant 9 阴间 し ゅ ん か ん instant, moment, second.. 0448 
E U ぁ z instant, moment 0383 
— KR いっ し ゅ 4 instant, moment 0002 
シュ ン ORS また た < wink, blink; twinkle, flicker 

また た ( く ) BE TCS また た くま に inthe blink ofan eye 0448 











0963 | Recall that at FÉ 0325 we saw YY as eyelashes and 7 as an open eyelid. Here the eyelashes 
H 109| (9?) have an extra stroke (of mascara?), and the eyelid dances (F) up and down (i.e., BLINKS) 
| flirtatiously. It is only logical that H should replace 見 here, as this kanji does not have to do 


with sight but with the eye itself. 





夢想 225 dream, vision; daydream 0683 
Wh theat asifina dream; madly, like 
crazy; intently ーー 0031 
OWA ぁ < ぉ nightmare, bad dream 0546 
O 夢 を 見 る ゆめ を みる dream, have a dream. 0083 
夢枕 に ゆめ まく ら 5 に Inadream 0656 











Informed by the previous entry, visualize 51-10 as a heavy eyelid, now closing in the evening 
(4), to sleep, perchance to DREAM. Note that the bottom of the character contains 7 lid 
and A evening, not 47 death/ bone. 














| BRANCH 10 枝 药 し よう に ぇ だ は ) branches and leaves; minor 
details 0605 
枝 切 り ぇ だ きり pruning 0086 
== HEU. えだまめ green soybeans, edamame. .0161 
> だ 


WS | Review 3% 0373 BRANCH. When X. is combined with f, it refers to a tree BRANCH. 
" E mw 5r. 0373, 肢 1991 



























SKILL, craft 技能 きのう skill, ability, capacity 0892 
O 披 師 ぎし engineer, technician 0748 
演技 ぇ ん ぎ acting, performance 0914 
特技 と < ぎ one’s special talent/skill 0385 


OM BEX と くい ゎ ざ one's special talented 
WAT NM un oi @e Duet Oe Onishi PEE ,0151 















(966 | Recall that skill is a secondary meaning of both F 0046 (abbreviated here to 4) and 3 0373. 
ES The present entry thus refers to manual SKILLS and crafts, «s {% 0967 





伝 楽 が く ancient mask show 0302 
O 歌 舞 伝 か x き Kabuki 0827, 0961 


















5 DIVERGE, fork 分 岐 ぶん き divergence, ramification, forking 
MET ME Ek 088 
A G 分 岐 点 ぶん きん junction cl 
多岐 た き many branches, many divergences 
 -—-— ZZ LZ LL pM COP Duo MIR. 0267 
岐路 きる forked road, crossroad ...........0768 
0968 | A mountain (111) road branching (32) in two: DIVERGE/fork 
una 
0214 

















i } MOUNTAIN PASS 峠 道 と う げ みち road over a mountain pass 0158 
3 











EI | Shows a lofty mountain (111) peak and a low PASS off to its right, at 56-7. Picture a group of 
山 46 | hikers coming up over (上) the PASS then down ( 下 ) the other side. 





岐阜 ぎ s、 Gifu (city and prefecture) 0968 








0970.| Picture this as a high-ranking official (FA, see 師 0747) sitting atop a MOUND of earth. The 
阜 170| MOUND must be located in 岐阜 (ぎふ , a prefecture in central Japan), for we are likely to 
only see & in this one place-name, at least within Japan. 


‘URGENT ! 至急 に し きゅう に urgently, with all haste, at 
025 


2HURRY Toomer 8 "e 
3SUDDEN i きゅう こう express (train/bus); going in dica 





キュ ウ . (O25 € vex [vi] hurry, hasten 
al QD | 急病 き w2 ぴ びょう sudden illness 0617 
|C 急 な きゅう な urgent; hasty; sudden; steep 


| See & asa pair of hands URGENTLY pressing down on a heart VÈ). The reason they are in 
such a HURRY is that the heart is not beating. 





CONTEND, struggle for Ome せん そう 3 war, battle 0451 
争議 そ ぅ ぎ dispute, strike 0927 
Ns 论争 545 dispute, argument 0942 
« ソウ O 多 い ぁ ら そい dispute, struggle 
あら そ (③) EOF りゅう この ぁ ぅ そい well-matched 
contest 0507, 0912 





0972. _Now see the pair of hands (名 ) CONTEND/struggle with each other over control of a rod (J). - 























A ' EMOTION, feeling 
) ; E ? ACTUAL CONDITIONS 


ジョ ウ セイ 
な さ ( け ) 


| 感情 か ん じょう feelings, emotion 0327 


表情 ひょう じょう expression, look 0705 
1 同情 と う C ょ う sympathy, compassion ..... 0182 
③ 情 け 無 い な さけ な い unfeeling, cruel; pitiful, 


wretched: shameful 0040 
2 事情 bE ょ う circumstances, conditions, 
situation 0080 





0973 | Review 青 0130 BLUE. Here "blue heart" suggests “the blues,’ i.e., EMOTION/feeling. Associ- 
ib 61 | ate this with M2 ACTUAL CONDITIONS via the idea of one's current state of mind or mood. 
— Note that while most of the kanji containing # have two on readings, they all share the 


reading セイ , 


CLEAR, pure 


セイ ショ ウ 
きよ ( い ) きよ (まる ) きよ ( め る ) 





清水 せい すい pure/clearwater 
し みず spring water 


| 清酒 tw し w (refined) sake 
O 清 書 せ ぃ し ょ fair/dean copy 


OWED きよ まる be cleansed 


0974. As we saw at 0130, 青 sometimes lends connotations of clarity or purity to a Kanji i in which it 
“3K 85 | appears. This entry suggests pure, CLEAR water( 1) sæ it 0834 





CLEAR SKY 


セイ 
は (れる ) は ( れ ) は ( れ )-- ば ( れ ) 
は ( ら すず ) 


1 REFINED; precise, meticulous 
* ESSENCE 

3SPIRIT 

セイ ショ ウ 


快晴 か いせ い fine weather 0331 
り 晴 天 せい て 4 fine weather, cloudless sky .0270 
り 晴 れる は れる [vi]dearup 

晴れ の 日 は れ の ひ fine day; formal oe 


晴らす dew dispel (doubts or gloom), clear 
away 


1 精油 せい ゅ refined oil; essence 0433 
1 精製 せい せい refining; careful manufacture 
0709 


1 丹 精 xev. efforts, pains 0667 
2 精液 せい えき semen, sperm 0458 
③ 精 神 せ ぃ し ん spirit; mind, soul; motive .. 0316 











0976. Imagine that the finest, innermost essence of a grain of rice is light blue, a color you would 
米 119 discover if you meticulously refined the rice grain. Using this image, we can associate blue 
(E) rice ( with precise, meticulous REFINING, and with the innermost ESSENCE or SPIRIT 


TH of something. 


1248 
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: | REQUEST OQ 申請 し ん せい application, petition, request 
~! 0315 
1 | 要請 する よう せい する request, demand .0547 








— - 者 "P 
i セイ シン 請願 せい が 4 petition 0214 
uv こ ( う ) う ( け る ) ご 請う こぅ ask request 

O 請 ける ぅ ける undertake 

| 





0977 | "Blue (FF) word (#)’ means a pure word, i.e., a sincere REQUEST. 


QUIET, still 静止 する せい し する standstill 0042 
Os Pe れい せい な cool, calm, dispassionate 
0675 


画 せい ぶ ill-life pi 
Um vum 静物 画 せい ぶっ が still-life picture. 0172, 0176 


rr ES miat ; 
LF- L3 (39 し ず ( ま る ) し ず ( め る ) 静か な し ず か な quiet, still; tranquil 
気 を 静め る き を し ず め ぬる composeoneself 0126 





CLEAN, pure 清浄 な せい じょう な pure, clean 0974 
OC 浄化 vad purification, cleansing 0120 

浄 書 C ょ 2 しょ clean copy 0079 

浄水 場 bk うす ぃ じょう water purification plant 

0027, 0445 


FET じょう と し ゅ う 3 Pure Land Sect (of 
Buddhism) 0030, 0636 





ground or over rocks is likely to be clean and pure. This character points to the same phe- 
nomenon by suggesting that "water ( Y ) through struggle (4) becomes CLEAN” 


CALCULATE OC 計算 り ぃ さん computation, calculation. ..0555 


精算 せい さ 4 exact calculation; settlement of 
accounts 


算数 xata arithmetic calculation 0309 
予算 ょ さ 4 budget; estimate 0163 
算盤 そる ぱん abacus 0673 





Recall that A* sometimes implies counting or figuring. Here picture 日 as an abacus (see V5), 
manipulated by two hands (FF) to CALCULATE something. s J 1558 











' 4 eens | 応答 ぉ うと う answer, response, reply D850 
A | 問答 も 4 と 3 questions and answers; catechism 
aaa era Hose RUNI E EINE 

トゥ 


== 9 回答 か いと う answer, reply 0050 

val こたえ る ) ck) dn か いと う answer, solution 0345 
質問 に 答え る し つも ん に こたえ る answera 

question 0318, 0452 





0981. Here 合 suggests that the information written on a certain bamboo (^^ ) tablet “fits’—in 
竹 118| other words, that it ANSWERS correctly. 


2340 
常 112 


Off^ ac sign, mark, symbol 0300 
終止 符 ULs period (.) 0957, 0042 
音符 ぉ ん ぶ note; phonetic grapheme of a 

ji 015 


STE bus tally, check 

切符 きっ s ticket 
0982 Refers to the act of attaching ( 付 ) a SYMBOL or mark to a bamboo (人 ) tally stick. Once this 
4r 119| kanji makes sense to you, take a moment to review FF 0456. 


‘EXTENSIVE (knowledge) C-E は < し に は か せ ) doctor, PhD 0350 
? DOCTOR, PhD 名 博物 能 は < ぶつ か ん museum 0172, 0291 


1 博爱 主义 は < ゅ いし ゅ ぎ philanthropy, altruism 
0778, 0365, 0926 


1 博学 は < が < extensive learning, erudition 0099 
2 医 博 ぃ は < doctor of medicine, MD 0561 


ハグ 2 


Review 0580, noting the extra dot stroke here. -+ ten can lend connotations of abun- 
dance or completeness (just think of the word 十分 じゅ うぶ ん , full, enough; plentiful]). 
In this kanji, 十 (complete) and “i (entire) together denote EXTENSIVE, such as the EXTEN- 
SIVE KNOWLEDGE of a DOCTOR/PhD. wa 専 0580, F 0984 





Ogif-d 5 そく < ば くす る restrain, restrict, bind, 
fetter (1307 


OCIS きっ < し ば る fasten tightly 
縛り 上 げ る し ば りあ げ る tie up 0041 
O 縛 る し ば る bind, tie; restrain 








From here on, we'll revert to simply visualizing 専 as a cauldron borne by an outstretched 
arm (see “4. 0580). In this entry, picture it being BOUND with cord (%). Do not confuse this 
entry's 縛る (しばる, bind, tie; restrain) with 絞る (しぼ る, wring) in MM, or PES (LIZA, 
squeeze) in 1415. wa THE 0983 














1 4 RECORD BOOK 簿記 ぽ き bookkeeping 0427 





fas OA ゅ ぃ いぼ register/list of names 0269 
, ES 
"» | 计算 夭 けい さん ぼ accountbook 0555, 0980 
B i 
"|J "m RATE か けい ぼ housekeeping account book 
i | 0219, 0555 
X y 


| 通信 逢 っ うし ん ぼ reportcard 0159, 0063 





Now Y fills the cau/dron ( 専 ) for soup. On a bamboo (^7) RECORD BOOK we register how 
many cauldrons of soup we make. Now nole from this series how we add an extra dol stroke 
] above 3& whenever we include it as a component inside more complex kanji. Also note how 
this does not occur with # 1314, which is based on 惠 0581. we 7 0986, ki 1910 





THIN, scanty 厚薄 こぅ は < (relative) thickness 0427 
ORI は < じゃ く な weak, feeble, frail 0424 
薄情 な は < じょう な unfeeling, heartless, cruel 

0? 





うす ( い ) 3 す - うつす うす (⑯ る ) CHES うい thin, weak, scant 
うす (まる) うす ( ら ぐ ) うす ( ら )- 水 で 薄め る みず で うす め る waterdown 0027 
うす (れる) 





Imagine putting just a few weak herbs (++) into a large cauldron( 専 ) of waler( i.e., broth) 
and you should be able to remember that this character means THIN/scanty. Practice writ- 
ing this entry in alternation with the last one, and learn to derive their meanings from the 
uppermost grapheme. es {Vf 0985 


GATHER 米 配 さい は い baton symbolizing authority or 
command 0799 


数 配 を 振る さい は い を ふる direct, command 
0799, 0903 








"0987 | Depicts a claw(*?) collecting trees (AX), and means GATHER. 
A 75 


VEGETABLE 野菜 ゃ さい vegetables, greens 
菜食 さい し ょ < vegetable diet 
菜園 さい ぇ ん vegetable garden 
前 菜 ぜ 4 さ い hors d'oeuvre 

OE あお な greens 





0988 | Plants (++) for gathering C: VEGETABLES. Note that all three characters incorporating 米 
follow its on reading, サイ . 






































1 採取 さい Le picking, collecting, harvesting 0059 
採用 する さい よう する adopt, accept; emplo 






; — |'PICK 
L? 2? GATHER 












y, 
appoint 0047 
[344 3 採集 さい し ゅ うぅ collecting, gathering 0190 
と (る ) 2 採算 xosa (commercial) profit 0980 


2 山菜 を 採る さん さい を と る gather edible wild 
plants A.N. NR oa 0037, 0980 


















BEAUTIFUL COLORING 





色彩 し き さ ぃ color, coloring, hue, tinge ... 0528 
〇 多彩 な た さい な colorful; diversified 0267 
光彩 こう さい iris.. 0137 
TAB] さい ぃ が painting, colored picture 0176 
〇 彩る wara color, paint, dye; decorate 










サイ 
いろ ど ( る ) 





0990| Many natural dyes are obtained from trees and shrubs. Here the claw hand gathers ($) dye 
4 59 | froma tree, then paints three stripes (2) with the dye's BEAUTIFUL COLORING. vs 4% 0991 








杉並 木 すぎ な みき avenue of cryptomerias 


0333, 0028 
杉並 区 すぎ な ぁ < Suginami ward (Tokyo) 
0333, 0297 


杉林 すぎ ば ゃ し cryptomeria forest 0240 
杉山 すぎ や ま Sugiyama [surname] 0037 
| 杉原 すぎ は 5 Sugihara [surname] 0208 
0991 | The prefix “crypto-” means "hidden: Picture this tree () hiding behind a set of blinds (2), or 
something else Ihat makes sense to you, and you should be able to remember that it refers 
to the CRYPTOMERIA. my 彩 0990 





















CITY QUARTER, city street 街路 が いろ street, road, avenue 0788 
街道 か いと 3 thoroughfare, highway .. 0158 


O 商 店 街 し ょ 5 て ん が い shopping center, 
ODE et ses 0351, 0347 


まち 街灯 が いと 3 streetlamp 0440 
Off まち か と streetcorner 0342 














f 144| the middle to widen the road into an important avenue. Thus amplified, this kanji is suitable 
for referring to relatively busy CITY QUARTERS and streets. car 掛 1117 





| PRACTICAL ART, technique 9 技术 woe technique, art, skill; technology 
0966 


1 Jai " 
A = 
= 芸術 げ い じゅ っ art, the arts 0225 
/ n [v 美術 uU art, fine arts 0497 
手術 Leve surgical operation 0045 
| ARN be2C ゅ っ jujitsu, jujutsu 0688 


0993 | In the variant of AX appearing here, the lower branches are detached, and a small leaf grows 

1j 144| atthe top. This is a noteworthy tree, worthy of special attention (such as building a road 

| around it!). The idea to perceive is the technical skill (i.e., PRACTICAL ART) involved in build- 
ing either side of a road (4 j) around the noteworthy tree. var YÈ 0994, 桁 2229 

















口述 二 加 こう じゅ つ す る dictate 


供述 き 』 う b ゅ っ testimony, statement; 
confession 


O 前 述 の 通り ぜん じゅ つの と お り as stated above 
0113, 015? 


O 述 べ る の べ る state, mention 
詳し く 述 べ る < くわしく < のべる expound .. 0495 








Now the noteworthy tree is carried off on a truck (3, .) for exhibition, the purpose being to 
SIATE/mention its special qualities to the public. The idea you need to see here is that of 
bringing forward something worthy of note. « 術 0993, 35: 1000 





' REMAINING, left over 1 余地 a5 room, space, margin 0187 
?* EXCESS 1 余波 ょ は secondary effect, aftereffect 0598 

2 余 分 よぶ ん excess, extra, surplus . 0088 
[a ⑨ 余 計 な よけい な excess, surplus; needless 0555 
あま (る ) HEU) HET) Og ぁ ま る be in excess, remain over 














Visualize as a woodsman (55) carrying a pile of wood (53-4) back into his cabin (suggested by 
roof ^). $6-7 show two pieces, in EXCESS of what he could carry, that have fallen out of his 
grasp. REMAIN is an associated meaning, from the idea of being left over. Focus on associat- 
ing 56-7 with EXCESS/left over. 


a. RID OF 除去 する じ ょ き ょ する rid of, remove, eliminate 
J 0138 
In 〇 除雪 する じ ょ せ つ す る remove snow 0899 
" L E 排除 は いじ ょ exclusion, removal, elimination 
3a y 0739 
1 O 1 
2. の ぞ ( く ) 除く の ぞ < rid of; exclude, omit 
月 曜日 を 除い て げっ よう び を の ぞい て excepting 
Mondays....... sss 0023, 0025, 0001 








0996 | Now, having learned from the previous entry, the woodsman decides to get RID OF the excess 

Hi 170 (43) pieces in the hills ( B), rather than schlep them down toward the cabin in a futile effort. 
Picture him dumping out 59-10 on the hillside, As you learn this set of characters based on 
$=, note that their on-yomi all have short vowels. var 隙 1876 


(412 
常 |10 














SLOWLY 徐々 に じょじょに slowly, gradually 


徐行 する じ ょ こ うす る poslowly 





9 叙述 bc ゅ っ description, depiction .--.-.0994 


叙情 詩 CsE2 し lyric poem/poetry 
ARTE EE: 0973, 0309 


叙事詩 bk epicpoem/poetry . 0080, 0389 
自叙伝 CEC ょ で ん autobiography . 0081, 0223 


ER atasa declarative sentence 
. 0334, 0101. 0101 


OBLIQUE 斜線 Leta oblique line, slanting line, slash 
0210 


9 斜面 Lewa slope, slanting surface 0175 
斜 辺 Leva hypotenuse 0195 


斜め な な な め な oblique, diagonal, slanting; 
displeased, cross 


0999 | Review 3b 0 0757. Here the dipper is that of the woodsman's arms cupping the excessive load 

3L 68 | of wood (4x). His cupping arms (S10) sag down at an OBLIQUE angle, from the weight. To 

distinguish from other characters containing +}, remember that excess (4) contents cause 
the cup to sag down OBLIQUELY. 


WAY, road O 途 中 で と ちゅ 3 で て onthe way 0035 


発展 途上 国 は っ て ん と じょう こく developing 
countries 0148, 0880, 0041, 0075 


前 途 ぜん と one’s future, prospects; distance n 
to cover 011 


方 途 ほ ぅ と means, way, measure i 
FARE よう と use, service, application 0047 











my Yl 0994, 尖 1555 














APPLY ON A SURFACE, paint 涂料 と りょう paint 0758 
塗布 する と ふ す ぁ apply(anointment) — 0204 

OZ ぬる layon, paint 
ト 塗り 絵 ぬり ぇ picture for coloring 0525 
ぬ ( る ) ぬり) 塗り 物 ぬり る の lacquerware 0172 








1001 | visualize excessively (R) i.e., sloppily—spreading a liquid ( Y ) over the ground (£): 
+ 32 | APPLY ON A SURFACE/ paint. es 漆 1002 


LACQUER 9 漆器 し っ き lacquerware 0295 


Oii!) ぅ る し ぬり lacquering, japanning; lacquer 
ware 1001 








1002. See the sap of a LACQUER tree ( 木 ) dripping down in splashing drops, like water CK, Y) 
is the five-stroke version of water we first saw at 様 0501, œ vf 1001, AE 2105, is 1344 


HERMIT, immortal mountain fairy 9 仙人 せん に ん immortal mountain fairy; hermit, 
recluse 0015 


ALT «AU fairy magic 

神仙 し ん せん supernatural being 0316 
酒仙 Leta heavy drinker 0797 
仙台 せん だ い Sendai (city in Miyagi BWR 


HANG DOWN, dangle OEEO すい ちょ く の vertical, perpendicular 0839 
HERR すい せん perpendicular line 0210 
〇 垂れ る た れる hangdown, dangle 
ET WEN akh raindrops 0154 
た (れる ) た ( ら す ) た ( れ ) -大 (机) 垂らす òy hangdown, suspend 

















RIDE: get an 乗車 する じょう し ゃ する getaboard 0125 

1 乗客 じょう きゃ く passenger 0787 
I. ORNA ふ ね に の る boardaship 0669 
$ | ジョ ッ = タク シー 乗り 場 タク シー の り ば taxistand | 0445 

の (る ) - の ( り ) の (せる ) 波乗り な みのり surfing 0598 


“1005 | Use the diagonal strokes 8 and 9 to visualize this entry differently from the previous one. In 
J 4 | the rectangle at the center, picture a subway car (recalling 車 0125), stopped at à crowded 

* station platform (56). No sooner does its door open than three phalanxes of busy commuters 

Je (57-9) push forward to get on for a RIDE. wè 3 1004 






















1 COMBINE ③ 兼 任 けん に 4 holdingtwoormore posts 0372 


2CANNOT find it difficult to i EE HUMAN 0498 
よう じ と あそび を か ね る 
- | combine business with pleasure 
ケン 0047, 0080, 0570 
か 


(ね る ) - か (ね る ) *.di ta - か ね る [verbal suffix] cannot, find it 
difficult to 


- | LU @ 待 ち 兼 ね る まち か ね る cantwait 0386 
Recalling 書 0079, see the act of trying to write with two pens at once (i.e., to COMBINE them), 
an act so difficult as to represent the idea CANNOT, As Halpern notes, the independent verb 
兼ね る (か ね る ) means "serve two functions” (MI), while the suffix -3€ 4a % (- か ね る ) 
means “find it difficult to .." (M2). The reading - か ね る sounds like CANNOT. 



















SURPLUS 余剰 よじ ょ 3 surplus, remainder, residue 0995 
剰余 C ょ う よ surplus, remainder, balance 0995 
HA じょう ぃ ん superfluous member 0317 


OS か じ ょ 3 surplus, excess 0464 





At rush hour some trains are so crowded that not everyone can get on ( 乗 ). For this reason, 
platform agents stand ready to "cut" ( I] ) away SURPLUS passengers so that the doors may 
close. See the three converging lines at the lower left as SURPLUS to be cut away by j, 


SLEEP 仮 用 か すい nap, doze 0921 

; 午睡 ご すい nap, afternoon sleep 0115 
— [ELLA D7: いっ すい も し な か っ た hada 

az -— sleepless night 0002 

HE tuna waterlily 0585 





1008| Over an eye (B) an eyelid hangs down (3&), signifying SLEEP. The on-yomi compound to 
H 109| memorize appears in the next entry. 














SLEEP [ORR すい ぁ ん 4 sleep, slumber 1008 


Y , ' 不眠 ふみ ん sleeplessness, insomnia 0049 
w AHR と うみ 4 hibernation 0360 

ミン 安眠 ぁ ん ぁみ ん peaceful sleep 0096 

ね む ( る ) ね む ( い ) 限り 込む ね むり こむ fallasleep 0192 





1009 | The people (E, see 0477) are ignorant; they do not awaken to the ways in which they are 
H 109| deceived. Truly, the eyes (H) of the people SLEEP. The on-yomi follows Ex. ve: 眼 1092 


1061 
& 10 


O 郵 便 ゅ ぅ びん mail service, mail, postal matter 
0890 


郵便 局 ゆう びん きょく postoffice 0690.0256 


郵政 ゆう せい postal system 0246 
48 ゅ ぅ た い mailbag 0702 








1010 | Picture a MAIL bag dangling (HE) from the wall around the edge of town ( È ), right where 
the stagecoach passes. 





SPINDLE Ogh ほう すい spindle 0835 
EED っ む が た の spindle-shaped, fusiform 
0147 


| 





| A tapered piece of metal (È) hangs down (HE) for spinning thread: a SPINDLE. This character 
金 167| was removed from the Joyo list in 2010. 


'FLOWER 14E か と ぅ flower arrangement 0158 
? MAGNIFICENT ②③ 華やか な は な や か な flowery, gay, brilliant 
3CHINA ^4EA LV は な ば な し い brilliant, magnificent 
カケ |® 中 華 料 理 ちゅ うか りょう り Chinese cuisine 

は な 0035, 0758, 0532 











1012 | Just as wet clothes hang down over a drying rack at 垂 1004, so hangs here an elaborate 

ph 140| arrangement of plants (++) and FLOWERS upon a trellis (54-10), signifying both flowery 

ー | MAGNIFICENCE and the splendor of CHINA. We'll encounter this character again inside IE 
1400. rar 革 0592 


1973 
常 |10| 














b. 3 INVADE, violate 42 X し ん に ゅ う invasion, raid, trespass, intrusion 
003 


侵犯 し ん ば 4 invasion; violation 0735 
BE し ん が い infringement, violation... 0413 


表現 の 自由 を 促す ひょう げん の じ ゆ う を お か す 
violate the freedom of expression 
0705, 0706, 0081, 0432 








1013| Z suggests one hand (=) covering (^7) another hand (X). Here a man (f ) covers another 
person's hand with his own, symbolizing INVASION or violation. Note that all three kanji 
incorporating & are pronounced シン . 





SOAK, immerse 0 浸水 し ん すい inundation, submergence . 0027 

浸出 し ん し ゅ っ percolation, exudation, eu 

n — Oi&- ひ た す [vt] soak, steep, immerse; moisten 
vM 牛乳 に 浸し た パン ぎゅ うに ゅ うに ひたし た パン 

ひ た ( す ) ひ た ( る ) bread dunked in milk ....0116, 0160 

空想 に 浸る くう そう に ひたる indulge in fantasies 

0398, 0683 


GO TO SLEEP 寝台 し ん だ い bed, sleeping berth 0949 

-| n * 
— 寝室 し ん し っ bedroom 0253 
x 寝具 し 4 ぐ bedclothes, bedding 0837 


MI シン ~ ORR patra bedtime 0383, D448 
» ね (る ) ね (か す ) ね (か せる ) 寝かす ね か す putto sleep; lay down 


| The whole story of GOING TO SLEEP is here: one enters a house (~), lies down on a long 
wooden tablet ( 4 ), lays one hand over the other (&) on his belly, and GOES TO SLEEP. 


ON *5U cleaning 0996 
掃除 機 ovs vacuum cleaner. ...0996,0473 
清掃 せい そう cleaning... 0974 

OMS は < sweep 
掃き 出す は きた だす sweep out 0038 














1018 | The structure # shows a hand (2) covering (^7) a doth (F3). We'll take it to mean washcloth 
(&). In the present entry, hand ( F ) and washcloth signify SWEEP (away). 














‘ ADULT WOMAN, wile 主婦 Les. housewife 0365 
=] tt A. sta woman, lady, female 0015 
A 夫婦 ふぅ ふ husband and wife, married couple 
" ーー 0565 

7 掃除 婦 そ ぅ E ふ charwoman, cleaning woman 
1010, 0996 

産婦 人 科 医 さん ふじ ん か い obstetrician and 


gynecologist 0181, 0015, 0759, 0561 











Though I disclaim once and for all any tolerance for the anachronistic gender associations 
女 38 | built into this ancient script, 1 shall not attempt to ignore them. Here the image of a woman 
(1) holding a washcloth (3$) denotes ADULT WOMAN or wife. 


0426 
常 | 11 


| RETURN (home) 


z 
か え ( る ) か え ( す ) 


SI-2 resemble I] sword, but the old form (Fit) reveals that these strokes are in fact an 
abbreviation. In the way S2 turns, perceive the idea of “turning back" With washcloth (31) to 

represent domesticity, this character suggests the idea of “turning back toward one's domicile,’ 
or RETURNING (home). 


〇 帰国 す る きこ < する returntoone’s country.. 0075 
復帰 する ふっ きす る return, be restored, revert 
0865 
Olit か ぇ る return (to one’s original position), 
come back, come home 
帰り 道 か えり みち the way back, return trip 0158 
帰す mat let(someone)return, send 
{someone) home, dismiss 







z 






















O 返 戻す る へ ん れい する return, give back . 0378 
〇 戻す も と す retum, give back 

払い 戻し は らい も ど し refund, repayment. 0012 
取り 戻す と り る と す take back, regain, wa 





RETURN, give back 












レイ 
も ど ( す ) も ど ( る ) 





戻る も ど ぁ return, come/go back 








TEAR CORE か ん る い tears of intense emotion... 0327 
落 涙する らく る いす る shed tears 0793 
r 涙 目 な み だ め teary eyes 0021 


5 
, ー . 
‘ ルイ な み だ 空 涛 そら な み だ crocodile tears 0398 
0 ^i 
) 涙ぐむ な み だ ぐ む be moved to tears 


(1020| Here drops of water( 1 ) suggest a TEARful return (BE), var TV. 0578 


"Hw ——— 




















1 SHOOT, radiate 射 的 し ゃ て き target practice, shooting ..— 018? 


> 発射 する は っ し ゃ する discharge, shoot, launch 
0148 
LT 7 —— 反射 は 4 し ゃ reflection 0374 
0 P ` 
い ( る ) さ ( す )* 注射 s ゅ 2 しゃ injection, shot 0368 
り 目 を 射る 光 め を いる ひか り lightshining into/ 
piercing one's eyes 0021, 0137 








WA) We already recognize + as an outstretched arm delivering a small object. Here observe the 
s} 41 | outstretched arm of a police officer, delivering (i.e., SHOOTING) a bullet at the body (4) of 
x an escaping criminal. vs 謝 1022 














1THANK ざ 感 謝 か ん し ゃ gratitude, thanks 0327 


2 APOLOGIZE 1 谢 礼 Lede remuneration, reward; tank i 


ET — 1 Ait げっ し ゃ monthly fee 0023 
あや ま ( る ) 加 谢罪 Lexu apology 0741 
O2 あや まる apologize 











74022 Continuing from the previous entry: Before the bullet arrives, the criminal offers a belated 
= 149| word (Ñ) of APOLOGY. MI THANK is a cognate meaning, «= 射 1021 
















1 討議 と 5\ discussion, debate, deliberation 0927 
討論 と うろ ん debate, discussion, argument 0942 
2 征討 せい と う subjugation, conquest 0868 
2 掃討 する そう と うす る wipe out (the enemy) 1016 
Gij- 52 suppress by armed force, attack 


1 STUDY, examine 
? SUPPRESS BY ARMED FORCE 





Here visualize an arm reaching out CT) to grasp words (8), signifying an aggressive effort to 
STUDY/examine something that has been written or said (MI). it may also signify an aggres- 
sive attempt to SUPPRESS words of protest (M2). A good on-yomi compound to memorize 
appears at # 1029, just ahead. «= 計 0555, a! 1024 





i REVISE, correct O 困 正す る て いせ いす る correct, amend, revise 
~e LI 00 
9 
‘= dii 改訂 する か いて いす る revise, edit 0429 
n z= -一 HEIT 5 こう て いす る revise 0103 
テ 








| 1024 | Earlier we learned to see J as a T-shaped intersection or town subsection. Now we add the 
= 149| meaning nail, anticipating 信 2078 NAIL (this will only apply to the narrow-headed version, 
| such as appears here). This entry suggests nailing down one's words (Ñ), that is, making them 
precise by REVISING/correcting them. r= 計 0555, R2 2165, wt 1023 


1310 
288 常 19 




















2 STRIKE, (emphatic verbal prefix) TD fuos percussion instrument 0302, 0295 
4 ASAE] ほん る い だ [baseball] home run. 0031, 0885 
i 5 O 打 倒す る た と 3 する overthrow, knock down, defeat 
| 0941 
ダ 打ち 込む 3 ちこ む strike/drive into, ram down; 
3(2) 3(%)- devote oneself to, be absorbed in Z 0192 
打ち 切る ぅ 5 きる putanend to, break off, finish 
00B6 


| 1025 | Hand ( ) hammering nail ( ): STRIKE. See it happening in your mind's eye. 
手 64 





STRIKE, attack: shoot 打撃 だ げき blow, strike 
射撃 する し ゃ げき する shoot fire at 
〇 反撃 は ん げき counterattack 
ORE ぅ っ strike, attack; shoot 
撃ち 破る うち ゃ ぶる defeat, crush 








| 1026. Visualize an aggressive fist ( 手 )-firsl attack into an opposing force made up of armored cats 
(Hi) and lancers (5 ). The increasing width of 512-14 gives the character something of a 3-D 
quality, visually suggesting a STRIKING fist. ew WS 1576 


O 拭 く s< wipe, dry 
OFF ゅ < ぐう wipe 
手拭 い て ぬぐい handkerchief, towel 0046 
ショ ク OWS くち ふき napkin 0019 


VG ぬ ぐ ( う ) 払拭 する ふっ し ょ くす る (= ふっ し きす る ) sweep, 
wipe away 081 


| Review 式 0109. As when waxing a floor or washing a window, the hands ( +) must follow 
prescribed form (3X) when WIPING. 








TRY, test 試食 し し ょ < sampling (of food) 0288 
O 試 運転 し うん て ん test run 0584, 0224 
試合 し ぁ い match, game 0227 

E OA ここ ろ み trial, attempt, test 
ここ ろ ( み る ) た め ( す ) O 試 し て みる た めし て みる give (something) a try 











3028 | it is best to associate this character's meaning of TRY/test with a test in school, in which one 
= 149| must speak or write words (5) according to a prescribed form ( 式 ) var 誠 1299 


1365 
常 |13 

















à ; | EXAMINE, investigate 点検 て ん けん inspection, examination 0349 
車検 Le けん automobile inspection 0125 
" ORT A けん と うす る examine, study, 


. = investigate 1023 
ケン LN em 

ロ 检察 けん きっ criminal investigation 0639 

検事 けん b public prosecutor 0080 








1029 | Earlier we learned to see VE as an official's horse (0886). The right half of the present entry 
X 75 | shows a similar form, with a roof over it to suggest horse stable. In this sequence of five 
UE characters based on stable, the one with X wood refers to the construction process, in which 
検 we must carefully EXAMINE the building materials. 







0898 
常 |12 

i TEST, examine ERA AxA verification of accounts, checking 

人 入 figures 0980 

CO 試験 し けん test, examination . 1028 


受験 する じゅ けん する take an examination 0065 


体験 する た いけ ん する experience, MM 
(actually) fe 


実験 じ っ け 4 experiment... "n 


Next to be examined are the horses themselves (É). Here we take one out for a TEST ride. 
Note the traditional form, whose pattern is followed by the other kanji in this group. Also 
note that all the kanji in this group have the on-yomi ケン , though the present entry is read 
ゲン inafew compounds. 


















ケン ダン 






















の ① 危 険 な きけ ん な dangerous. 0726 


! 険悪 な けん ぁ く な dangerous, threatening, 
hostile, serious 0546 


- ! 保険 ほけ ん insurance 0646 
2 険 略 けん る steep pass 0788 
② 険 し い け わ し い steep; craggy; severe, grim 


| DANGEROUS 
2 STEEP 




















ケン 
け わ (し い ) 








Horses are a precious commodity, so it is of some concern that this particular stable should 
be perched so DANGEROUSLY on a STEEP hill ( B). 









\ 1 FRUGAL (RKI けん ゃ < economy, frugality, thrift... 0170 
Offi せっ けん economy, frugality, thrift 0391 





ケン 








The man (4 ) who works at the stable (the stable hand), notorious for his poverty, also sym- 
bolizes the virtues of FRUGAL living. 

















i, | SWORD 刀剣 と うけ 4 sword 0085 





^ OR] LAHA real sword; seriousness (1838 

| 剑道 けん と う 3 fencing, swordsmanship, kendo 

* de 0158 
dA x RÆ けん きゃ く = けん か く ) swordsman, fencer 

つる き 0787 


O 剣 を 研ぐ つるぎ を と ぐ sharpenasword.....0724 








1033 | Now picture a SWORD (日 ) slicing the stable right in two. 


0398 
谷川 た に が ゎ valley stream, mountain stream 





谷 水 た に みず valley water, ril! 0027 


谷底 た に そこ bottom ofa ravine, valley bottom 
0482 


O 谷 間 た に ま valley, gorge... 0448 











| Picture a VALLEY in the mountains. 51-2 are the slopes of distant peaks, $3-4 the outlines of 
a widening VALLEY, and II a pond or field in the middle of it. Compare with 合 0227, which 
has an extra stroke under its "lid" to complete the image of FIT. The key contrast, of course, is 
the presence or absence of mountain peaks in the background. 


OD 食欲 し ょ < よく appetite (for food) 0288 
物欲 ぶっ よく worldly desires. ... 0172 
意欲 い ょ < volition, will, desire 0151 


平和 を 欲す る へ いわ を ほっ する wish for peace 
0334, 0236 


OLAS ほし が る desire, wish for 








In the mountain valley ( 谷 ) dwells a community of simple peasant folk. Though they lead 
a happy life there, they know there are luxuries in the city that they lack. Here we see their 
wide-open mouths (R), symbolizing people's insatiable DESIRE for more. 





, ac d BATHE 浴室 ょ < し っ bathroom 0253 
~ 入浴 する に ゅ 2 よく する bathe, takeabath 0039 


^w ORTU sus [vil bathe; be bathed in 
j ヨク 浴び せる ぁ び せる [vt] pour (water) on; shower 


) ' 5" あ ( び る) あ ( び せる ) _ (abuse) upon 
浴衣 ゆか た に よく い ) informal summer kimono 
0700 








| 1036 | Here picture BATHING in the water(¥ ) ofa pond or stream in a valley (4) among mountains. | 


水 85| "sr X 1038 


0404 
| 10 











$ 1 COUNTENANCE, appearance ORF wks beauty 0497 
^ 2 CONTAIN, accommodate 1 変容 へ ん よう transfiguration, transformation 


Pac 0775 
AM =e ーー 加 容器 ょ うき container, vessel 0295 
13 ?容量 よう りょう capacity, volume 0536 


1 


3 包容 する ほう よう する encompass, comprehend 
imply; tolerate 














1037 Like some enormous stadium roof, see “> CONTAINING an entire valley (4+). Through the idea 
= 40 | of “bearing,” associate M] CONTAIN with its M2 cognate COUNTENANCE (i.e., appearance). 
oe if 1038 







@ 溶 解 よぅ うかい dissolution, liquefaction; meing, 
fusion 


1 溶液 よう ぇ き solution, solvent 0468 
⑨ 水 に 溶け る みず に と ける dissolve in water. 0027 
2 溶け 込む と りこ む meltinto,fuseinto ... 0192 
2 溶接 よう せっ welding 0847 







? 


wi 1DISSOLVE 
pis 2 MELT 
の の: 

/ 谷 

LA と (ける ) と (か す ) EQ) 















O 風 俗 ふぅ ぞ く manners, customs; public morals 
0425 


民俗 みん そく folk customs, folkways 0477 
[B そく ご slang 0222 


通俗 文学 つう そく ぶ ん が く popular literature 
0157, 0101, 0099 


俗人 UA. layman 0015 














ABUNDANT 余裕 ょ ゆう surplus, margin, room 0995 


PH 
MORO | The people in the valley (3) make their own clothing (#) from local materials, freely avail- 


衣 145 able all around them. Thus clothing in the valley is ABUNDANT. See 篇 1481 and 福 1484 for 
additional sample compounds. 














104 


ahiz 











LENIENT BAG か ん だ いな generous, magnanimous, 
lenlent....—.c.c gp oot 


9 宽容 丰 か ん よう な tolerant, liberal, generous 
1 


ORE para lenience and severity 0810 











FAT) This is the only kanji in this course in which "grass-crown" (+) is itself crowned. Let us use 
っ > 4 | this fact thus: see the grass as a kind of padding to soften the pressure of the heavy roof (~>) 
placed atop this fragile seeing eyeball (見 ). In this way the character symbolizes LENIENCE. 


OF TRE} か ん みり ょ う sweetener. 0273, 0758 


甘酸 か ん さん sweetness and bitterness; pain 
and pleasure 060 





xy Ode ぁ ま い sweet; indulgent; overly optimistic 
: 3 2 甘口 の ぁ ま くち の sweet(wine), mild (tobacco) 
あま ( い ) あま (える ) あま (や る す ) 0019 


甘やかす あぁ ま や か す pamper, spoil 


| Derives from a picture of an open mouth with a SWEET (54) laid on the tongue. Think of a 
sugary candy melting on your tongue as you let this image find a place in your memory. 


DARK BLUE O 紺 色 zawa dark blue, navy blue 0528 
紺屋 こう ゃ に こん や ) dyer; dyer's shop | 0252 
濃紺 の ぅ こん dark blue, navy blue 0512 


紺 の 背広 こん の せ び ろ blue business suit 
0124, 0238 


条 120| dyer's thread (#) and turning it all sweet blueberry blue. Thrilled by this discovery, the dyer 
decides to make all DARK BLUE thread in this way. 





CRIMSON 紅白 こう は < red and white 0076 
紅葉 こぅ ょ ぅ fall colors 0605 

= も み じ fall colors; Japanese maple 
O 紅 茶 こう ちゃ blacktea 0603 
p ONL < ち ベ に lipstick, rouge 0019 





WAL うす くれ な い lightcrimson, pink 0986 








1044 | The next four entries require us to visualize a series of actions being taken with an I beam LL.) 
系 120| Here, informed by his serendipitous discovery of a dye for DARK BLUE (ŠH), the dyer learns to 
dye threads CRIMSON by rubbing them against a rusting iron / beam. 














ATTACK O 攻 撃 こう げき attack, assault; criticism 1026 
1 T 攻守 こぅ し ゅ offense and defense 0648 
7 〇 攻め る せめ る attack, take the offensive 
[ コウ 質問 攻め し っ る ん ぜ め barrage of questions 
せ ( め る ) 0318, 0452 


専攻 する せん こう する majorin, specialize in 
0580 





JURE strike (AZ) with an I beam (X): ATTACK. ss 功 1046 








成功 せい こう 3 success 0070 
功績 こぅ せき meritorious deed, achievement 


功労 こう る ぅ meritorious deed, (distinguished) 
services 0542 

年 功 ね 4 こう longservice, years/long 
experience 0117 

功名 こう みょう (に こ うめ い ) great achievement 0269 


1056. sec 7J powerfully lugging a massive | beam (T): MERITORIOUS achievement. 
ww 25 1047, 攻 1045 





SKILLFUL ingenious 巧者 こぅ し ゃ skillful/ingenious person ----. 0107 
O 技 巧 きこ ぅ art, craftsmanship, technical skill; 
trick 0966 
精巧 な せい こう な elaborate, exquisite, 
ingenious 
OTF Ate た くみ な skillful, clever, cunning 
巧み な 手段 た くみ な し ゅ だ ん clevertrick 
0046, 0521 
Closely compare the writing of (a) *7 0628; (b) 与 0858 and 写 0859; and (c) the present 
entry, #9 1048, and 15 1050. For purposes of recognition, we can see a numeral 5 in all of 
them. Here, visualize the act of SKILLFULLY/ingeniously forging an / beam (I) into the shape 
of a numeral 5. va 2] 1046, #9 1048 


朽 廃 す る きゅう は いす る decay, be dilapidated 
0149 


り 老 朽 ろう きゅう superannuation, decrepitude 
0629 





不朽 の ふき ゅ 2 の immortal, eternal 0049 
Oj5t2 < ちる decay rot 








numeral 5-shaped specimen at the right, looking like some old, warped bristlecone pine. Do 
not confuse 朽ち る (くち る ) with 魔 る (くさ る ) 2183 (both mean "decay"). vs F9 1047 








WITHER ORE cu withering, dying 0716 


? 4 
f 枯れ 葉 か ha dead/withered leat 0605 
: ORLA か h き dead/withered tree 0028 
" ET i WARM な つが れ summer inactivity, summer 
j | か (れる ) か ( ら すず ) WM en 
本 枯らし zòt cold wintry wind 0028 


1049 | An old (TF) tree (X), WITHERING. 

































DIRTY, defile 汚物 ぉ ぶっ dirt, filth, impurities 0172 
〇 汚名 お めい bad name, ill fame, disgrace 0269 
GT けが す defile, disgrace, desecrate 
t 汚す ょ ご す make dirty, soil, defile 
けが ( す ) けが (れる ) けが ( ら わ し い ) [Oo きた な い dirty, soiled; foul, base, obscene 
よ ご ( す ) よ ご ( れ る ) きた な ( い ) 











1050 | while this entry shares the crossing stroke with 与 0858 and 写 0859, the writing of its 

X 85 | 5shape follows that of Z5 1047 and #5 1048. When you see the crossed numeral 5 with 
ーー  water(3), think of the crossing stroke as defiling the 5 (i.e., making it DIRTY), so that we feel 
compelled to take the water and wash out the offending stroke. 


096 
常 | 6 


"m 


SHO (1.8 liters) 一 升 いっ し ょ 3 1sho 





vao ます 








add the meaning twenty (double ten 十 ) Here imagine a 2-liter container with gradations 
marked at every deciliter (0.1 liters). At full capacity, it would be filled to the twentieth mark. 
Start with 20 deciliters (JT) then pour a little out (S1): 1.8 liters. «a fẹ 1052 









1 SPEAK, argue 
2 MANAGE 
5 VALVE 


ベン 


"EIRP S と うべ ん する reply, answer; defend 
SC EE EC COO DID 


1 関西 借 か ん さい べ ん Kansai dialect 0451, 0795 

ざ 代 弁 す る だ い べ ん する speak/actforanother 0071 

2 弁償 する べ ん し ょ 3 する compensate, indemnify 
0323 

















3 安全 外 BAFANA Safety valve 0096, 0078 
















1052 | this is the modern simplified form of three distinct kanji: Ji (SPEAK), 9 (MANAGE), and Sf 
Jf 55 | (VALVE). We can perceive the first two meanings together by seeing ム as a courtroom attor- 
=r. | ney's elbow leaning on the jury box balustrade ( Jl) as he MANAGES his client's case/SPEAKS 
ya his closing argument (see V3 here and V5 at 護 1661). va" 升 1051 
1730 


常 | 5 








ASCEND, rise in rank 上 昇 す る じょう し ょ うす る ascend, rise —.. 0041 
O 昇 進 す る し ょ 3 し ん する be promoted, rise in 
rank 0191 
昇格 する し ょ うか くす る be promoted toatlgher 
vay status 
PEC) 昇給 し ょ うき ゅ 3 salary raise di 
O 位 が 昇る < くらい が の ぼる Fisein rank 0577 








1053 | See the sun “See the sun ASCEND/ri rise up over 升 , just the way it rose over 十 in 早 0143 EARLY and $H 
H 72 | 0145 MORNING. Also compare with H. 1392 DAWN. 

















① 山 を 登る ゃ ま を の ぼる Climb a mountain ..0037 
! 登坂 と 5 は ん climbingahill 0375 
③ 登 場 す る と うじ ょ うす る come onstage; appear 
i 0445 


‘ASCEND, climb 
? ATTEND, appear 
*REGISTER 


トゥ ト 
D の ぼ ( る ) 























③ 登 録 と うろ < registration 0608 
3 登記 簿 と うき ぼ register . 0427, 0985 








We saw at J& 0148 that 7% means outspread legs. Here we see a bean (&À.) spread out its 

legs like a rock climber, stretching to reach a pair of good footholds from which to ASCEND 
à rock face. M2 ATTEND/appear can be thought of as "climbing" into the place where one is 
awaited, and M3 REGISTER as "climbing" into the books. 






LIMPID | je せい ちょ うな clear, lucid; serene . 0974 
ご 明和 な めい ちょ うな unclouded, clear, limpid 
024 







=> -OE すむ become clear 
4G) す ( ま す ) - す (ます ) GRAZIA すん だ みず limpid water 0027 


Rid みす ます observe carefully, pack 
Blu 0083 





| 1FILL ! 充満 する C ゅ うま ん する de full 0179 
? * ALLOT 名 充分 (= 十 分 ) 太 じゅ うぶ ん な full, enough; 
plentiful .. .0008, 0005 
"o eer a 一 拡充 か < じゅ 3 ODN 0813 
oe 
1 ^ua 
あ ( て る ) FEA うい ん reserves 0317 


OTA あぁ て る allot, assign 








1056 | Review É 0489. Here the parent = must cope with the "hollow legs" of adolescence (JL). 
JL 10 | See the parent reach down with a bent arm (Zs) to FILL the hungry child's legs with his full 
| ALLOTMENT of nourishment. 














1 ? GUN, rifle 銃撃 bp ぅ げき shooting (down) 1026 

^ s O 銃 砲 bw2g う firearm 0665 

1 猟銃 りょう E ゅ う hunting gun 0764 
^ 2 " ジュ ウ 短銃 た ん じゅ う pistol 0562 
N 機関 銃 きか ん じゅ 2 machinegun … 0473, 0451 


1057 | This combination suggests filling (J&) something made of metal (£), and refers to the act of 
金 167 loading a GUN. 











1535 


si 














! UNITE, subjugate ! 統一 と うい っ unity, coordination, standardiza- 
0002 





2 INTERCONNECTED SYSTEM ton 

统制 と う せ い control, regulation 0708 
xm Off yaa unite, unify 
4 (A3) ?血统 けっ と うぅ lineage, bloodline 0198 


伝統 で 4 と 3 tradition, convention 0223 























‘FLOW 流れ る な が れる flow; [of time] pass; float 
We 2CURRENT の 流通 ue うっ 3 circulation; flow 0159 
"- ISTYLE 1 上 流 じょう りゅう upper stream (ofa river); upper 

| 041 


I^ = 1 class 0 
リュ ウ Iv 2 電流 deS alidir 
な が (れる ) な が ( れ ) な が ( す ) le : ぞ で ん りゅう electric current 0155 
- な が ( す ) 3 三島 流 の みしま りゅう の inthe style of Mishima 
SS 0004, 0341 


1059 | Picking up from 充 1056, we now find the parent's bent arm (A) reaching down to flush a 
toilet, releasing a FLOW or CURRENT of water (3 ) resembling a river ( 川 ) (note, however, that 
S10 curls to the right and then up). Associate M3 STYLE with M2 CURRENT. 





SULFUR OO 硫酸 ug う 3 さん sulfuricacid 0800 


硫黄 い ぉ ぅ sulfur 0915 


硫黄 島 い ぉ うじ ま hwojima(island) 0915, 0341 
1060.| SULFUR is associated with volcanism, suggested here by flowing rock (4) (the meaning flow- 
Zi 112| ing is borrowed from jfi). ve 硝 1290 














1096 
常 |12 











0015 


BLIND 盲人 も 3 じん blind person 
ーー OHH も ぅ も く blindness 0021 
盲 信 も ぅ し 4 blind belief 0063 
zm (| BASÉ も うがっ こう 3 school forthe ins 


(99, 0103 
色 官 し きも 5 colorblindness 0528 








1061 | peag( 亡 ) eyes (B): BLIND. Review È 0233 if necessary. 
H 109 


Om 5 ぼう し っ する forget, lose 0563 
忘年 会 ぽう ね ん か い year-end party 0117, 0226 
忘却 する ぼう きゃ くす る forget 0733 
My OHNA ゎ す れる forget 


わす (れる ) 忘れ 物 ゎ す れ も の lostitem, something left 
behind 0172 





The only difference between this character and the next one is whether heart/mind drops 
below È or squeezes beside it. To keep them distinct, associate A& FORGET with the mind’s 
dropping or falling, and TC BUSY with its being tightly squeezed by time demands. In the 
first dies knowledge; in the second dies time to think. vs T 1063 


BUSY O 多 忙 な た ぼう な busy 0267 


忙殺 され る ぼう きつ きれ る be very busily 
1 $ accupied, be worked to death 05 
i ポッ — + 忙し さき いそ が し さき busyness 
いそ が (し `) O 仕 事 で 忙し い し ご と て いそ が し い be busy with 
one's work 0371, 0080 


(See previous entry) «= 忘 1062 





1 ) WILD, barren; devastated, ruined OFEK こう て ん stormy weather 0270 
me P Hie に う は ぃ desolation, waste, ruin 0149 
荒れ る ぁ れ る become rough; run wild; be 


= devastated 
コウ 


4 
J U Ee & sone hen | Rr er nons aomi 
d) 荒っぽい ぁ ら 5 っ ぽい rough, wild, rude 


1064 | Grass(^*) + die (È) + river (JIN): picture a WILD river devastating the vegetation in its path. 
iy 140| Note again how the third stroke of what we are here calling river differs from that of 川 0022 
= RIVER. 





0 


195 
EE BE 














39 $ FLURRIED, hurried OETA ぁ ゎ て る beflurried, be confused, be ina 
hurry 
1 n 慌て て ぁ ゎ て て inconfusion, in hot haste 
J い 大 慌て ぉ ぉ ぁ ゎ て total fluster, hothaste . 0033 
ETC コウ 慌て る な ぁ わ て る な Calm down!; Hold your 
あわ (て る ) あわ (た だ し い ) horses! 
慌ただしい あわ た だ し い flurried, confused; 
busy, hurried 











7065 | wild (3%)-minded (Ù): FLURRIED/hurried. A sample on-yomi compound appears at 3 











"HOPE 外 欲望 ょ < ぼう 3 desire, craving 
? LOOK AFAR 1 要望 よう ぼう demand, request 0547 
! 失 望 する し っ ぽう する be disappointed, 


woe despair 0543 
の ぞ ( む ) OS oru hope for, desire 


2 展望 する て ん ぼう する haveaview of 0880 





















H 74 | Picture the king LOOKING up at the moon ATAR, HOPING to find his ancestors and a place 
| where he might go in death. 





! 希 元 素 き げ 4 そ rare element 0136, 0132 
の 希少 な きしょう な scarce, rare 0677 
Os まれ な rare, uncommon, scarce 

1 希薄 な き は < な dilute, thin, rare, sparse _ 0986 
人 @ 希 望 き ぼ うぅ hope, wish, aspiration 1066 














RARE cloth (4) as forbidden, for its scarcity. Naturally, such an object is one people ASPIRE 
to possess. 








1763 
常 | 7 
， RARE 稀代 の きた い の に きだ い の ) uncommon, rare 
>< 0071 
2 Toi け う な に き ゆ うな ) rare, unusual, 
p = uncommon 0400 
09 TO Offre: きしょう な scarce, rare . 0677 
まれ 稀 注 太 «uem dilute thin, rare, sparse.. 0986 


Off: まれ な rare, uncommon, scarce 


| 1068 | One ought not to take one's rice (f) for granted; often enough it has been a RARE commodity. 
A 115| Interchangeable with the previous entry when that one means rare. 








1099. 
名 |12 

















ud LUMP TOGETHER | 一 括 す る いっ か っ する lump together, sum up 
0002 


À OREXSBO そう か っ て き all-inclusive, all-embracing 











0557.0169 
' カツ 包括 する ほう か つ す る include, comprehend, 
comprise 0457 
統括 する と うか っ する generalize 1058 
GSP) Imagine the hand (は) rolling the tongue (5) TOGETHER in a LUMP. 
手 64 | 
- 0334 


常 | 9 
1 ARREST | 拘禁 する こう きん する detain, confine, imprison 
0312 
- a pum こう ち detention, confinement, arrest 0843 
ua RÀ 一 一 一 | 拘束 こぅ そく restriction, restraint, binding 0307 
か か (わる )* 〇 拘 わ る か か ね る adhere to, stick to 
に も 拘わら ず ... に も か か わら ず inspiteof..., 


| regardless of... " J 
1078 | Recall the PHRASE-speaking elephant from “J 0166. Such an elephant is bound to cause 
手 44 | public commotion, leading ultimately to his ARREST, This act is symbolized here by hand (F), 
presumably that of the animal warden. s 抱 0664, 包 0166 
























PICK UP O 捨 得する L ゅ 2 と < する pickup, find 0387 
拾い 上 げ る ひろ いあ ぁ げ る pickup; pick out 0041 
拾い 集め る ひろ いあ ぁ あっ ゅ る gather, collect 0190 


〇 石 を 拾う いし を ひろ う pick up a stone 0403 








1071 | To learn this kanji, think of your hand (F) as "fitting" ( 合 ) itself to an object whenever it 
Æ 64 | PICKS one UP. Close and PICK UP this book, and notice how your hand fits itself to the 
T precise shape of the book in order to do so. sr 1& 1072 








0339 


DISCARD 取捨 Lele adoption or rejection, choice 0059 


9 
4 
四 拾 天 入 し し ゃ ご に ゅ う rounding (to the nearest 
! } [15.52 REPERI ces 0006, 0007, 0039 
WwW 


= — O 捨 て る す て る discard, throw away, abandon 
す ( て る ) 捨て 子 す て ご abandoned child 0094 
見 捨て る みす て る forsake, desert 0083 








1 072. Review 4 0910. Here, a hand (+) tosses a piece of garbage into the earth-floored hut (3): 
Æ 4 | DISCARD. oa 措 1219, $8 1071 


| 0461 
常 |11 











SOLITARY 0 孤独 の こと < の solitary, lonely, alone . 0346 


4 
9 孤立 zu isolation 0057 
MÆ zø lone traveler 0787 
コ a 孤島 こと 3 solitary island 0341 


孤児 こじ orphan 0772 





J 


1079) Review JÀ 0202. This child (F) is anxious to find a SOLITARY place where he will be left 
子 39 | alone to eat his melon. «= 3 1074 








0317 


弧状 の こじ ょ 3 の arcshaped 0616 
〇 括弧 か っ こ parentheses, brackets 1059 
WAR こせ ん arc(ofa circle) 0210 
SUE こけ い are... 0147 
円 弧 ぇ ん こ circulararc;arcofacircle —.— 0013 














弓 57 | tice writing this entry in alternation with the last one, and learn to determine their meanings 
from the variable component. ex fil, 1073 


1 PROJECTILE, bullet | の 弾丸 た 4 が ん shot, bullet, shell 0012 
2 SPRING BACK; play on (stringed fs (572A cannonball, shell 0665 
instruments} ② 弾 む は ず む spring back, rebound; be animated 
ダン 2 弾力 性 だ 4 り ょ く せい elasticity; flexibility 
ひ ( く ) - ひ ( き ) は ず ( む ) た ま vienen M 





4, 0128 
Su u< play on (stringed instruments) 





(=) at full force and firing a PROJECTILE from among those stored on top of his head. Hear 
the bowstring SPRING BACK into place as he does this—a pleasant sound like that made by 
playing on a stringed instrument. 


常 |12 


NY » ZEN 9 禅宗 ぜん 4 し ゅ 3 Zen sect 0636 
座禅 させ ん Zenmeditation 2o 8 
J | 禅 寺 せん てら Zen temple 0382 

j ゼン 





| 











1076 | Review 学 0099. Here think of ツ as ZEN enlightenment from God (1). Picture the man with 
示 113| his arms spread out in ZEN meditation and the pieces of enlightenment coming down into 
—pmpn | his head. 


] Hi. 
(947 
13 








1SYSTEM, interrelated group 号 体系 た いけ い system, organization 0062 
? LINEAGE, descent 1 系列 けい れつ order, succession; series, 0718 

系 図 けい ず genealogy, pedigree 0298 
yA ?直系 ちょ っ けい direct descent line 0839 


2 日 系 プラ ジル 人 に っ けい プラ ジル じん Brazilians 
of Japanese descent 0001, 0015 























1077 | Let SI represent the point where a yarn spinner attaches a fiber to a post. That becomes 
the origin of the thread that he spins from the fiber. Now picture a long unbroken thread 
descending down from this point, symbolizing an unbroken ancestral LINEAGE (recall from 
続 0354 that 条 will sometimes suggest continuity). This image of a shared organizing line 
can also symbolize any interrelated group or SYSTEM. rs 条 O12 





























' CONNECT, relate to 


OBA か ん けい relation, relationship, connection 
2 PERSON IN CHARGE 0451 





1 連係 れん けい connection, linking, contact 0582 
1 係わる か か わる beconcemedin, affect 














ケイ VR けい る い dependent(s), encumbrance(s) 
| か か (る ) か か り - が か り か か (わる )* 和 0884 
②③ 会 計 係 か いけ い が か り accountant, treasurer 






226, 0555 


Building on the previous entry, we now see a man ( 1 ) who is CONNECTED/related to the 
system lineage (3). To build from MI to M2, think of the PERSON IN CHARGE of an activity 
| as the person whose work is related to that activity (see V5). 








GRANDCHILD 皇 孤 こう そ 4 imperial grandchild 
Ek ぉ うそ ん royal grandson 0072 
OF LA descendant, offspring 0094 


ソン KR て ん そん descendantofa god 0270 


d m | 2 O 
P x z BATA おぉ おま ご さ ん your grandchild 











1079 | The child (3) at the end of the fineage (系 }: GRANDCHILD. 
子 39 







0370 
常 | 10 


















懸垂 りん すい suspension; chin-ups 1004 
ESE AHA pendingquestion/problem.. 0097 
ME thA anxiety, concern, fear 0230 


一 生 懸 命 いっ し ょ うけ ん めい with all one's might 
0002, 0036, 0232 


SUSPEND 
m mcns 
か (ける ) か (か る ) 
賞金 を 懸け る し ょ うき ん を か ける offeraprize 
0322, 0029 
See 心 as SUSPENDED perilously from the bottom of f, a fragile thread extending from 
each of its five points of attachment to a corresponding point of attachment above it (it might 
help to sketch this in the margin, with more space separating ^L). Focus visually on this set 
of corresponding points and use it as a visual shortcut to the idea SUSPEND. 






















Sa ONE-SIDED, partial "d dE A unbalanced diet 0288 


4 O 偏 見 へ 4 けん prejudice, biased view, narrow 
* view 0083 
-— 偏愛 へ ん あい partiality, favoritism 0779 

か た よ ( る ) ^tià m were be one-sided, be prejudiced, be 


偏っ た 考え か た よっ た か ん が え partial view. 0628 


1081 | From fil 0824 BOOK we know to see Ñ} as a bookcase. When we find it set inside 戸 we 
A 9 | shall call it framed bookcase, not to be confused with f library, Here we see a man (4 ) 
leaning up against the framed bookcase (i.e., leaning to ONE SIDE). The reading か た よる 
(be ONE-SIDED) can be thought of as か た (direction/side, one of two) + よる (lean). 





















TALL OVER, everywhere 
? COUNTER FOR TIMES 


1E へ 4 ざい omnipresence, ubiquity... 0406 
Oi hE へ ん れき travels, pilgrimage 0853 


TRl まん ぺん な く evenly, equally; M 
exception; Al ove 0179 


O— 3 いっ ぺん once 0002 
AES な ん べ ん る several/manytimes, y 
| ce A AET ea DM 0815 
1082 | A framed bookcase (mj) on a truck (1. .). Depicts a mobile library, whose purpose is to transport 
Æ 162| books ALL OVER/everywhere. To learn M2 COUNTER FOR TIMES, | suggest you simply prac- 
tice counting out loud the times you do something, using いっ ペペ ん , に へ ん , さ ん べ ん .… 


























1! COMPILE, edit の 編集 へ 4 し ゅ 3 editing, compilation 0190 
? KNIT ! 編 成す る へ ん せい する form, compose, kJ 
= ! 改編 する か い へ ん する reorganize, remodel 
i d 0429 

[ren あみ も の knitting, SL ENS 0172 








literal sense, KNIT. Note that the on-yomi for all Kan based on 忆 is ヘン . 





1 VOLUME: chapter, part 前 篇 ぜん ペ 4 firstvolume/part 0113 
Joy 和 后 篇 こう へ 4 lastvolume/part, sequel. .. 0114 
W fe @<AA sequel 0354 
See 9 短篇 tana short(asin"shortstory") 0562 

一 篇 の 作品 いっ ぺん の さく ひん one work/piece 

(of literature) 00.000000. 0002, 0152, 0301 








084) ^" suggests keeping records or counting. In this instance we are enumerating segments of 
竹 118| literature stored in a framed bookcase (hii): VOLUMES, chapters, or parts. This kanji has not 
Fez | been officially standardized with the previous three, so appears here with the traditional 
局 form 局 , whose first stroke is written from right to left. 








WIDESPREAD, common | ii A. universality, generality 1082 


| 普遍 的 な ふ へ ん て き な universal, omnipresent, 
ubiquitous 1082, 0169 


i> ーー | 普請 ふし ん building, construction 0977 
~ 〇 普通 の ふっ ぅ の normal, regular, ordinary 0159 
普段 の ふだん の usual, ordinary 0521 

1085 | Recall 並 0333 LINE UP whose secondary meaning is "average, ordinary.’ Joining this with 


日 72 | H sun, we can perceive the idea of "lining up with everything else under the sun, in other 
= words, common or WIDESPREAD, ey 大 1213 




















SYSTEMATIC RECORD; musical score | に 年 譜 ね ん ぶ chronological record 0117 


譜代 ふ だ い successive generations; hereditary 
Tokugawa daimyo 


系 譜 けい ぃ s genealogy, family tree 1077 
家譜 か ぶ ふ genealogy, pedigree 0219 
〇 楽譜 が < ふ (sheet of) music, musical score 0302 





Widespread (1f) words (Ñ): suggests words spread over a wide period, as in covering a 
subject systematically over a period of time. Such SYSTEMATIC RECORDS include those of all 
the events that have occurred in an era (a chronology, VI), all the persons that have lived in a 
family (a genealogy, V3-4), and all the notes in a musical composition (a score, V5). 











O 職 業 し ょ < きょう occupation, vocation, 
profession 0498 


職務 し ょ < も duty, duties, function 0687 
| 職場 <g place of work 0445 
無職 の むし ょ < の unemployed 0048 
现职 げん し ょ < present post; incumbent ..0706 





| 1087 | Take ÉX CX; spear « M. stand + 日 sun) as a spear-bearing guard standing in the sun. His 

EMPLOYMENT is to protect the community using his ears (F). Following the practice of 
— | community policing, he listens not only for sounds of disorder, but also for insights from the 
people who live or work in the area. ss 織 1088, 識 1089 





WEAVE 織機 し ょ っ き に お りき ) loom 0473 


CO 組織 そし き organization, system; constitution, 
construction; tissue..... ee 0264 


= ORD お る weave 





ショ グ 5 
2) EU BU -BU -B(J) 織物 ぉ り る の cloth, textile, fabric 0172 
目 の 細 か な 織り め の こ ま か な お り fine texture 
0021, 0239 








1088 | (Continuing from the previous entry) With little to do but listen, the guard is more or less 
条 120| idle. To keep himself occupied, he has taken to WEAVING with his spearand thread (#). 
cs 职 1087, 識 1089 





1295 


常 |118 




















"DISCRIMINATE, discern Mu いし きす る be conscious of, para 
2 > A CC 
ce 「 識別 する し き べ っ する discriminate, discern 0090 
a -名 知识 ぁ し き knowledge 0560 
“博识 は < し き extensive knowledge 0983 
* 常 識 caut common sense, common 
knowledge. II 0321 














1089 | (Continuing from 1087-88) È indicates the words the guard hears in his community policing 

S 19, work, representing KNOWLEDGE. Associate MT DISCRIMINATE with M2 KNOWLEDGE via the 

| | idea of discernment. Now review this set of kanji based on 前 . Learn to associate the variable 
component with the meaning of each. ms 職 1087 織 1088 


_1477 
常 |19 








DIE A MARTYR 殉职 Cp ん し k< dying at one’s post 1087 
9 殉 教 b ゅ 4 きょう martyrdom 0632 
殉 教 者 じゅ ん きょう し ゃ martyr 0532, 0107 


殉国 じゅ 4 こ < dyingforone'scountry 0075 

































J90] Recall タ death and fi) 0167 TEN DAYS. The present entry originally referred to the practice — 
of following one's master into death. We can thus imagine that, upon the master's death, a 
servant was within fen days to DIE A MARTYR. ms 4i] 0167 







RETREAT 





退職 た いし ょ < retirement, resignation... 1087 

退院 た いい 4 discharge from a hospital . 0634 
ABBE foto degeneration, decadence, 0149 

タイ 〇 退く し り を < retreat; retire 

し り ぞ ( く ) し り ぞ (ける ) 人 退け る し り そ け る repel, beat back 


pr “I EN EUM | 
1091 | R means stop (see 限 0282), while i suggests forward movement. We thus obtain "stop 
Æ 162 





































forward movement": RETREAT. 








"m EYE 近眼 きん が ん nearsightedness 0194 
* 眼科 なん か ophthalmology 0759 
» 9 眼 识 が ん し き insight, discrimination 1089 
s ガン ゲン FEIR せん り が ん clairvoyance 0017, 0531 
icc ow 団 栗 眼 と どん ぐり まな こ goggle eyes, round eyes 
0649, 07B1 








W092) H provides the meaning for the entire character-—EYE—so it may be useful to visualize R 
H 109| simply as an eyelid, goggle, or other protection to "stop" objects that might strike the eye. 
| | ew BR 1009 





1084 
e111 








106 














| WISDOM, intelligence 智 识 ち し き wisdom 1089 


OS #8” (471) 5a wisdom, intelligence, 
: sagacity 0560, 0581 


智能 ちの 3 intelligence, mental capacity .. 0892 
無知 むち ignorance, stupidity 0048 
智 将 ち しょ う resourceful general 0614 


Like 知 (with which it is partially interchangeable), ^8! refers to WISDOM and intelligence n 
and is commonly used in names. H adds extra "brightness; 1® 知 0560 





HUMANENESS O 仁 愛 じん あい benevolence, charity 0778 
EAT じん じゅ っ humane act 0993 


ALAE じん ぎれ いち し ん the five Confucian 
virtues (humaneness, justice, courtesy, wisdom, 
and sincerity) 0926, 0313, 1093, 0053 


1094 | "Man (4 ) * two ( —Y' denotes the mutual HUMANENESS belween one person and another. 
Its main on reading is the same as that of 人 HUMAN BEING: ジン . se 伝 0223 


BEAR, endure; perform by stealth ORT に ん < endurance, stoicism 0405 
妨 従 に ん じゅ う submission, resignation ...0869 
忍術 に 4 じゅ っ artofstealth and espionage 

ニン ES 0993 

= P caca 

LOG) し の (ば せる ) 忍者 に 4 じゃ ninja, medieval spy 0107 
| OAR し の ぶ bear, endure; perform by stealth 


| 1095. Depicts the act of BEARING/enduring a blade (为 ) pressed upon one's heart VÈ). Such is the 
心 61 | degree of patience required of those who would perform by stealth, like the medieval ninja 
: (va), war 忽 1857 











1 RECOGNIZE, admit 9 认识 に ん し き cognition, perception; understanding 
b a 1089 
4 " 認 町 する に ん か する approve, authorize, give 
ed Pennission J nccosne crine epo eros 0814 
e ^ i u = 認定 に を て い authorization, recognition, 
iml Y NT acknowledgement .... 0045 
Ui み と ( め る ) 黙認 も < に 4 tacit/silent approval, toleration . 0762 
O 失 敗 を 認め る し っ ぱい を みとめ る admittoafailure 
5 | - 0553, 0830 
1096 | Words(s) + endure (2): suggests a grudging RECOGNITION/admission. 
E 149 
1404 


常 |14 











| 求職 きゅう し ょ < seeking empioyment 1087 
求人 きゅう ん job posting 0015 
ご 請求 せい き ゅ ぅ demand, request, claim 0977 


要求 する よう きゅう する require, demand, 
request 


り 求 め る も とめる seek pursue 














1097 | Visualize a drowning person SEEKING help, splashing desperately as he struggles to keep his 
水 85 | head above the water (2K.)'s surface (S1). 


2974 
常 17 


救命 きゅう めい lifesaving... 0232 


救世 主 きゅう せい し ゅ the Savior, the Messiah 
: 0604, 0345 


救助 sw5Ux rescue, relief . 0642 
9 救急 车 きゅう 8 ゅ 3 し ゃ ambulance. .0971,0125 
OFF す < ぅ save, rescue 





Now visualize SAVING/rescuing the drowning person, by reaching out to him with the rod x). 
Note that both characters incorporating 3K follow its on reading, キュ ウ . 


O 地 球 ちきゅう the Earth 9187 
ABER sse eyeball 1092 
野球 や きゅう ぅ baseball 0534 

| 球場 sm3 じ ょ 3 ballpark 0445 

り 球 拾い たま ひろい picking up balls; poorplayer 





| 1099 | We have already learned that js the hen form of 玉 and signifies gem or, more gener- 
ally, round/spherical object. The latter applies here: visualize a water polo player splashing 
around in the water with a BALL, ww Bt 2219 


4 i STATION TROOPS FECA S ちゅ 2 と 4 する be stationed, occupy 
0367 





トン 





1100) This character can be interpreted as a combination of 七 seven and LL! mountain. Picture 
iH 45 | seven TROOPS STATIONED on a mountain. 


2908 


党 








" PURE | 純正 な じゅ ん せい な pure, genuine; unmixed 0043 
j 純毛 ゅ ん も 3 pure wool, all wool 0487 

O 単 純 な た 4 じゅ ん な simple, uncomplicated, plain 
0462 


ジュ ン 純真 な じゅ ん し ん な naive, pure, genuine, sincere 
083 











bli usata pure heart; self-sacrificing devotion 
0 











WGI) Recalling from the previous entry that the STATIONED TROOPS in 屯 are stationed on a 
条 120| mountain (111), let this entry suggest “PURE mountain thread (K). 


鈍器 と 4 き dull weapon, blunt sword 0295 
O 鈍 角 と ん か < obtuse angle , 0342 

鈍感 と 4 ぇ か ん thickheadedness ...0327 
OO 鈍い に ぶ い dull; slow 


に 3( い ) IBS) (23% 決心 が 人 鈍る けっ し ん が に ぶる waverin one's 
resolution 0330, 0056 








102 | To see the meaning DULL in this character, visualize the flat bottom of S12 as the blunted tip 
4 167| ofa metal (2) instrument, contrasting this with the SHARP horns at the top right of 鋭 1196 
SHARP. Later we shall encounter one last character with ti: 頓 1920. 


O 召 集 す る し ょ うし ゅ うす る calltogether ... 0190 
応召 者 ぉ うし ょ うし ゃ draftee 0850, 0107 
Of æy [honorific] summon; wear; eat, drink 
BU. E255 めし あがる eat, drink 0041 
BALY お ぉ めし も の dress, clothes 0172 


In many cultures, people SUMMON someone by reaching out their hand and bringing their 
0 | fingers downward. When J) appears above L1, we'll see it as a picture of such a hand, 
beckoning someone while the mouth calls him to come over. vs 招 1104 








INVITE 9 招待 し ょ うた い invitation 0386 
招 请 国 し ょ う せ いこ く inviting country, host 
nation 0977, 0075 
: ーーーー — —|OjH 4 まね く Invite; beckon, call; engage 
ショ ウ (someone's services) 
まね ( く ) 

















7104 | Building on the previous entry, picture the hand (F ) making a beckoning motion to INVITE 
Æ 4 | someone to come over. To refer to the act of literally beckoning with the hand, we would use 
7 this character (see V3); the previous entry carries the formal sense SUMMON. 

mw (3 1103, $9 1784 


0281 
常 | 8 














湖沼 こし ょ 3 lakes and marshes 0259 


| MUDDY POND 
| 〇 沼地 iit swampland, bogland, marshland 
018 


7 


"P 


Tw 
d 6 ショ ウ 
p 


TOS) think of as water( Y) being summoned (#3) into a MUDDY POND to keep the tadpoles nice 
JK 85 | and moist. Note that all kanji in this course incorporating £4 follow its on reading, ショ ウ , 
* except 超 below, where it is surrounded by an enclosure. cs ; 1504 











0302 
INTRODUCE ご 紹介 する し ょ うか いす る introduce, present 
0611 


紹介 状 し ょ うか ぃ じょう letter of introduction 
. 0611, 0616 


自己 紹介 じ こ しょ うか い self-introduction 
0081, 0426, 0511 


his 





1106 For this entry see % as a bearded man (51 shows his brow, S2 starts at his nose and ends at 


系 120) jaw, and 54-6 show his flowing beard). Here one summons (£4) a friend, in order to INTRO- 
DUCE her to this distinguished bearded gentleman. swe f£ 0526 


aa Ussher imperial edict 0229 
ORE し ょ うし ょ imperial edict 0079 
ABA た いし ょ 3 imperial rescript/mandate. 0033 


ARR だ いじ な みこ と の り importantimperial 
0033, 0080 


ニー 
we ショ ウ 
atc みこ と の り edict 
L iH 


1107 | summoning (#4) all subjects to come listen to some important words (È): gather round for 
言 149| the IMPERIAL EDICT. 


IMPERIAL EDICT 











0222 
1107 


语 ちょ < ご imperial rescript 


IMPERIAL DECREE 
RRR) し ょ 3 ちょ < imperial edict 





Fay 














TING | Like the Roman fasces, R. bundle can represent a rulers coercive power. Here we see 77 
Jj 19 | powerissuing from this source of authority: IMPERIAL DECREE. 








110 











LUMINOUS, enlightened 


ua ー 

















|| See the sun (H) being summoned (1) to shine on one spot and make it LUMINOUS. The 
original meaning of "emitting light" is now rare; today, this character is generally used only 
| in reference to the Showa emperor and era (V2-3), in which it denotes “enlightened (rule)" 


(see Halpern), «= Bii 1110 



















"ILLUMINATE 
2EXAMINE BY COMPARISON 


HE 


て (る ) て ( ら す ) で (れる) 









SURPASS, super, ultra- 


| チョ ッ 
こ ( え る ) こ ( す ) 





GO BEYOND 


Here both sun (H) and fire () are summoned (14) to ILLUMINATE a scene. The flickering 
flames in this entry denote that HR physically shines, whereas Hf 1109 emits only figurative 
light. Associate MI ILLUMINATE with M2 EXAMINE BY COMPARISON, via the idea of “shed- 
ding light" on two things by comparing them with one another. rs 昭 1109 





This kanji starts by running GE), then summons (£1) an even higher level of effort: super-/ 
ultra-/SURPASS. Note that this is the only kanji in which 名 is bounded by an enclosure, and 
thus the only one not read ショ ウ . Now practice all the kanji from T3 1103 to here (except 勅 
1108), using the variable elements to guide you to their meanings. 





エッ 


- ご ( ぇ ) 





こ ( す ) こ ( す ) ご (し ) こ ( え る ) 


昭 々 た る し ょ うし ょ うた る [farel bright, clear; 
obvious, plain 


O 昭 和 し ょ う ゎ Showa era (reign of Emperor 
Showa, 1926-89) 


昭和 天皇 し ょ う ゎ て ん の う EmperorShowa 
(Hirohito) 0236, 0270, 0077 









ゆ 照 明 し ょ 3 めい illumination, lighting 0024 
1 照射 し ょ うし ゃ irradiation 1021 
ざ 照 ら す て ら す illuminate, shine on 

2 照合 する し ょ う ご う する verify, compare, coe 


SHE た いし 』 う contrast, comparison; control (of 
an eXDerlmeU ee 0650 


















〇 超自然 的 な ちょ うし ぜん て き な supernatural 
0081, 0760, 0149 


超 国 家 的 な ちょ うこ っ か て き な supranational- 

DSCC caa re o ene 0075, 0219, 0169 
超大 型 ちょ うお お が た extra-large 0033, 0723 
O 超 える こ ぇ る surpass, exceed, excel 


超す こす surpass, exceed, be more than 











超越 する ちょ うえ つ す る transcend, surpass 1111 
〇 優越 952 superiority, supremacy. 0780 
Of 5 こ ぇ る cross over; surmount; surpass 
〇 越す こす crossover; overcome 

引っ 越す ひっ こす moveltoanewhouse)., 0422 














1112 | Recall JX, guided spear, first encountered back at 成 0070. Here its left-hand stroke (58) 
走 156| doubles back, so as not to trail across the enclosure (3E). In this kanji, picture a javelin 
= thrower committing a foul by running BEYOND the end line after his throw. Also used as an 
abbreviation for Vietnam (to the Chinese, a land "BEYOND the South" 越南 ). 


2825 
8 | 12 











"PURPORT, gist, meaning "趣旨 Lel purpose, aim; purport, meaning 0931 


? FLAVOR, distinctive charm ee し ゅ い purpose, aim; purport, meaning, 
0 0151 

7 ーーー | ^ THER bk5Le mood, sentiment, artistic effect 

You 

お も むき 


“野趣 ゃ L ゅ charmsofthe countryside 0534 
OOD ぉ も むき の ぁ ある tasteful, elegant 0400 


1113 | PURPORT refers to the meaning or gist a communication intends to “carry forth,” from the 
Æ 154| Latin pro (forth) and portare (carry). We can perceive "carry forth" here if we visualize S7 as 


| aramp (built for runníng down) and 取 as taking something down it. 趣 also refers to the 
intrinsic quality of what is carried forth—its distinctive charm or FLAVOR. 




















2827 
常 |15| 










PROCEED TO "赴任 suca proceeding to anew post 0372 
ご 赴く ぉ も も < proceed to 


死地 に 赴く し も に ぉ も むく ride into the jaws of 
— death 0716, 0187 















7 
お も む ( く ) 


1114 | The next four entries include the grapheme ト , which we'll interpret as pointing downward. 
3E 156| Here, | points downward (and forward) from S7, which as in the previous entry we visualize 
. | asaramp built for running down. Thus the picture we obtain is that of PROCEEDING down 


the ramp. Note the similarity with 趣 1113, both graphically and in the kun-yomi. 





















DEATH REPORT ふい 4 report ofa death 


ト 音 
MA s に < obituary 0698 















LL. | 


1115 Again simply see ト as pointing downward. Here a word (È) comes down from heaven: 
言 149| DEATH REPORT. A useful compound appears at 報 1472. 










常 | 9 


1 s SIMPLE 純朴 な じ w ん ぼく な simple and honest.. 1101 
朴 直 な ぼく ちょ く な simple and honest, artless, 
= naive 0839 
FE | 素朴 な そ ぼ < な simple, naive, artless 0132 

質 朴 な し っ ぽく な simple, plain, unsophisti- 
cated 0318 


116 | Here we can ignore the grapheme meaning and just note how F is SIMPLER than F. 
木 75 








0725 
常 | 6 











1SET (on) 1 は か り に 掛け る は か り に か ける weighon a scale 





2 1 そこ に 布 が 掛か っ て いる そこ に 中 の が か か っ て いる 
， HANG, fasten The E is JM over there .ee 0204 
1 水 を 掛け る みず を か ける sprinkle water on 
DUIS) - か (ける ) att) - か ( け ) BOIBething) cto cae 0027 
- が ( け ) か (か る ) - か (か る ) - が (か る ) PARIE B か け じ く を か ける hangup a hanging 
Lc) EVE EIU ETT 





v (Jt -H C» vA) が カカ 
CN a Oe eer 2 掛け時計 か け と けい wall dock 0383, 0555 
qu | In traditional Japanese buildings, framed pictures and documents are hung on the highest 

Æ 64 | part of a wall and face downward. Here see the hand (F ) SET/HANG an object on a high 

earthen (E) wall, pointing downward (F) so that it can be observed from below. vs #7 0992 














PICK, pluck 摘 落 する て き は つ す る expose, lay bare, disclose 
0148 












摘出 する て き し ゅ っ する extract, remove; point 
out ...., 0038 


摘要 て きょう summary 0547 
指摘 する し て きす る pointout 0932 
摘む ov pick, pluck, gather 


Review 商 0351 TRADE. The following five entries use the similar form jij, which contains tH 

(old) in the merchant's basket, and is associated with the reading テキ . We shall interpret [5] 
as a fruit merchant carrying an old basket. Here, the merchant reaches up with his hand (F) 
to PICK a fruit and put it in his basket. 






















滴下 する て きか する drip,trickle 0040 
点滴 て ん て き falling drops of water; intravenous 

dip scm core I e ere 0349 
O 雨 滴 うぅ てき raindrop 0154 


一 滴 の 水 いっ て きのみ ず a drop of water 
0002, 0027 











Fe 
し ずく EELS) 


り 滴 る し た た る drip, drop, trickle 


1119 Y suggests DROPS of juice DRIPPING from the bottom of the fruit merchant's old fruit basket 
水 85 | ( 商 ) A few of the fruits have split open. 


























| LEGITIMATE WIFE/CHILD ORT- ちゃ くし legitimate child 0094 
i BEGG は いち ゃ < disinheritance 0149 
i WE ちゃ く な ん heir eldest son; legitimate son 
f — ar m 0092 
Mad Wik ちゃ < くそ 4 descendants of one's eldest son 
E WRA ちゃ くし legitimate heir 0825 
1120 | Here the fruit merchant (Ri) appears with his LEGITIMATE WIFE ($). 
女 36 
0620 


常 |14 











FIT, suit ご 適当 な て きとう な suitable, fitting: irresponsible 
0141 


ij Wwe て きせ っ な fitting, appropriate, ade- 
D086 


= — = ーー MERI o nni oor mmi 
me 適量 て きり ょ 3 proper/moderate quantity .0538 
適性 て きせ い aptitude 0128 





適する て きす る suit fit 


| 1121 | Now the fruit merchant (T&]) loads his old basket on a truck (3...) to carry it to market. The — 
Æ 162| way to visualize the meaning of this character is to perceive how the merchant and his basket 
HT precisely inside the space afforded by the bed of the truck. 





m 
常 |14 





敵意 て きい hostility, enmity 0151 
強敵 きょう て き powerfulenemylrival] 0423 
敵対 する て きた いす る oppose, fight against 

0650 















英 に 掛か る て き に か か る attack theenemy 1117 
敵討 ち か た き うち vendetta, revenge 1023 

















22 | There's always an ENEMY at the market, ready lo sell the same fruit at a lower price. This pic- 
A 66 | ture of striking (AZ) one's rival fruit merchant (f) (perhaps overturning his tray and spilling 
all his merchandise on the floor?) is an evocative image of rivalry and confrontation. 











' CONFER "334 2 cekta grant, give, confer 0858 
2INSTRUCT 「 授受 Cab giving and receiving 0065 


学位 を 授け る が くい を さ ず け る award a degree 
-一 一 ーー 0099, 0577 


* 授 業 Lm ぎょ 3 teaching, instruction; lesson 
049 














>+ 
ya 


さ ず (ける) さ ず (か る ) 







?教授 きょう C ゅ teaching; professor 0632 


| To 52 0065 RECEIVE we add hand (F) to refer to the party that CONFERS. Practice writing 
these two kanji in alternation, learning to identify their meanings by the presence or absence 

| of 4 (also note the correspondence between the readings うけ る and X Y CF Z5), M2 INSTRUCT 

comes from the idea of CONFERRING knowledge, ws 受 0065, 授 1124 









X1R LRA support, backing, aid............ 0373 

エン 応援 ぉ 3 ぇ ん aid, reinforcement; support; 
HOO... componen 0850 
後援 する こう えん する Bi DRO euet M 





A AID, give a hand CIRI ぇ 4 じ ょ aid, assistance, help 0642 
xw 援軍 ぇ ん ぐん relieving force, reinforcements 
1 Y 0583 
5, 











1124 | Take the right-hand portion of this character to mean give: in it, a claw(*?) gives a baton (S8) 
手 éh | to one's friend (Ac). Adding hand (+) here, we obtain “give a hand" or AID. vs 授 1123 


0536. 
常 |12| 

















DAMSEL, young lady of noble birth | yu きい えん talented girl, accomplished 
woman, girl with scholastic ability ....... 0652 


Ab E) た ちば な ひめ Tachibana- 
hime (name of a woman in a Japanese myth) 


愛媛 県 えひめ けん Ehime prefecture. 0776.0844 




























| "Giving ($) a woman (1 ': here a DAMSEL/young lady of noble birth is given away as à 
concubine to a king or powerful warlord, in order to advance her family's interests. 
vs: th 2196 





SLACK, loose ORgSI か ん ゎ easing, relief, alleviation 0236 
KRIT HATS goingslowly 0055 
Offu iav slack, loose 
FRO DBI ゆる や か な さか gentle slope... 0375 


歩調 を 緩め る ほ ち ょ う を ゆる め る slacken one’s 
し LC osse en 0679, 0306 













| カン Z 
ゆる ( い ) ゆる (や か ) ゆる ( む ) 
ゆる ( め る ) 
























A だ ん と 3 mild winter 0360 
O 温 暖 な お ん だ ん な warm, mild 0199 
地球 温暖 化 ちきゅう ぉ ん だ ん か global warming 
IRE E ees: 0187, 1099, 0199, 0120 

暖か な 毛布 あたたか な も る うふ warm blanket 
0487, 0204 


Oo 部 屋 を 暖め る へ や を あたため る heatthe room 
CN CUNCTI EE PM 0058, 0252 


















ダン 
あ た た ( か ) あ た た ( か い ) あ た た ( ま る ) 
あ た た ( ぬ め る ) 



















り 観 光 か ん こう sightseeing 0137 
外観 が いか ん extemal appearance 0266 
楽観 的 5 っ か ん でき optimistic 0302, 0169 

O 価 値 観 か ぁ か ん (sense of) values ....0548, 0842 


世界 観 せ か いか ん world view, outlook on the 
WOrld i 0604, 0512 


















Since he can't speak to us, this small bird (££) carries an arrow (stylized from 矢 ) for pointing 
at things. Here he points at something to guide our sight (見 ) toward it. He is asking us to 
VIEW it. Note the traditional form, whose pattern is followed by the traditional forms of the 
next three entries. 

















' j URGE, promote 告 か 4 こく advice, counsel, recommendation 
0698 


: i 勧業 か ん ぎょ う encouragementofindusty 0498 
a = ーー “勧め る すす め ぬる urge, promote; offer 


行く 様 に 勧め る い < よ うに すす め る encourage 
すす ( め る ) (someone) to BO ss 0055, 0501 


l f 油 を 勧め る さけ を すす め る offerliquor -0797 
1129 | “Pointing bird (Ë) + strong (JJ': imagine the bird is giving us his “strong recommendation"; 


7j 19 | that is, he is URGING/promoting something. 


P3] | 




















_1645 
常 | 13 
à | RIGHT の 権利 けん り right; authority; privilege — . 0412 
2? POWER, authority 1 Affi じ 4 け 4 human rights 0015 
, * 政 権 を いけ ん political power, administrative 
テン ゴン IE ーーーーー power 0246 
^ 権 力 けん り ょ く power, authority, influence 0084 
^ 越 権 す る ぇ っ けん する overslep one's ions, 














1130 | Think of the pointing bird (€ ) pointing at the tree (#) to claim his natural RIGHT or privilege 
A 75 | to inhabit it. M2 POWER/authority is a cognate meaning. Note that this is the only character 
in which the pointing bird appears at the right, which you should associate with the fact that 
it is the only one not pronounced カン . 











歓楽 か ん 2< pleasure, merriment 0302 
歓楽 街 か ん らく が い pleasure quarter 0302, 0992 
歓声 か ん せい cheers, shouts of joy 0529 
歓待 か ん た い warm welcome 0386 
歓送 か ん そう warm sendoff 0455 














, CRANE WETS か <L ゅ する look forward to 0157 

C 千 羽 鶴 せ 4 ば づる string of a thousand folded 

paper cranes 0017, 0418 

E ーーーーーーー 鶴 の 一 声 つっ る の ひと こ ぇ the last word (leader's 

d カク final decision) 0002, 0529 
つる 














1132] Notice how the variation on ££ in the next two characters differs from that of the previous 

鳥 196| four. Think of it as having a neck so long that its head juts out of the cover (51-2) placed over 
is it bird indicates that the present entry refers to a bird species. Thus we obtain bird species 
ae + long-necked bird: CRANE. 


1641. 
常 |21| 


























CERTAIN, definite ORERE か < に ん confirmation 1096 


A 確実 な か くじ っ な certain, reliable; sound, solid 
on a ee wes lags tlt NE soc 0499 
; = 正確 な せい か < な accurate, precise, exact. 0043 
THEE E 
た し (か ) た し (か め る ) 確か に た し か に certainly, surely 





確か め る た し か め る ascertain, confirm 











1133 | & rock offers a solid, reliable place for the long-necked bird (#2) to alight, thus suggesting 
the meaning CERTAIN/definite. Now note that both characters based on long-necked bird 
| are read カク , while the modal reading for characters based on pointing bird (€) is カン . 

va: HE 1655 




















1 ARROGANT 1 慢心 まん し ん self-conceit; pride 0056 
2SLUGGISH の 自慢 C ま ん pride, self-praise, vanity 0081 


1 我慢 か まん patience, endurance; self-restraint 
0221 


マン 
i ④ 慢 性 の まん せい の chronic 0128 
2 緩慢 な か ん まん な slack, slow-moving, inactive 
に .1126 


| 1136 | Visualize & as an arrogant, lazy person: 日 depicts his dour face; & his crossed arms, and 
心 61 | X his crossed legs (resembling #)—a position from which he proudly refuses to budge. T 
| tells us that the present entry refers to his mentality: ARROGANT and SLUGGISH. 





























‘RAMBLING 
2? COMIC 


! 漫遊 する まん ゆう する makea leisurely tour 0570 
! 散 浸 な さん まん な desultory, vagrant, vague 0808 
の ① 放 温 ほう まん laxity, looseness, indiscretion 0574 
OW] まん が cartoon, comic strip 0176 
2iB-F まん ざい comicdialogue, manzai 0652 





マン 














"1138 this character's core meaning is RAMBLING—think of arrogant, lazy (5&) water ( Y ), mean- 
dering along neglectfully. Associate this with M2 COMIC via the idea of pursuing idle fun 
rather than a focused objective. = 漫 1014 


] (sign of) THE HARE UH] 53 fourth month (ofthe lunar calendar), 
5 April 0023 


O 釧 年 うさ ぎ と し (= うと し ) Year ofthe Hare — 0117 














1136 | Depicts two long rabbit ears, a natural symbol for the horary sign of THE HARE in the Sino- 
H 26 | Japanese Zodiac. s Bf 1141 


| 


0177 


ES [| 











SUPPRESS 抑制 する よく < せい する control, suppress, inhibit 0708 


? 4 
1 | 19 抑 圧する よく あっ する oppress, repress, suppress 
0186 
A - 抑え る ssaa suppress, hold down 
, ヨク 押え 難い お さえ ぇ が た い irrepressible, uncontrollable 
お さき (える) - 0712 
反乱 を 抑え る は ん らん を お さえ る stiflearebellion 


0374, 0380 








1197| this entry contains the four-stroke version of rabbit ears (as distinct from the five-stroke version 
手 64| in the previous entry). Now if a man had rabbit ears, he'd feel rather embarrassed about it. 
He'd reach up with his hand (+) and try to hold them down (i.e., SUPPRESS them). 





LOOK UP (to) 





RTS ぎょ うし する lookup 0623 
信仰 する し 4 こぅ す ぁ believe in, have faith 
0043 

















仰 < ぁ ぉ ぐ look up (to), respect; turn to 
OMH あお むけ facing upward, belly up 0183 
仰せ ぉ ぉ せ wishes or command ofa superior 


ギョ ウ コウ 
あお ( ぐ ) お お ( せ ) 





1138 | Normal human ears are attached on either side of the head, but rabbit ears are attached right 
人 9 | upon top. Visualize the man (4 ) LOOKING UP at his towering rabbit ears. 













WELCOME; go out to meet 歓迎 か ん げ い warm welcome 1131 
送迎 する そう げ い する welcomeand send off 
0455 












り 迎 える むか ぇ る welcome; po out to meet 
出迎え る で むか える go outto meet 0038 


迎え 撃つ ぉ か ぇ うぅ っ fight the attack of an 
enemy NIE 








ゲイ 
むか (える ) 

















1139| Here we see the rabbit being sent out on a truck (3 .)to WELCOME an arriving guest. 
x€ 162 





WILLOW {EAN か りゅう geisha, courtesans; red-light 





a, D 
^ > district 0121 
= 花柳 界 か J ゅ うか い red-light district .0121 0612 
」 E RENA し だ れ や な ぎ weeping willow 
dr 0965, 1004 
や な き 柳本 ゃ な ぎ も と Yanagimoto [surname] . .. 0031 


MAU | We now go back to the original five-stroke rabbit ears. It would be far-fetched to try to associ- 
A 75 | ate rabbit with WILLOW, so instead see two drooping branches (J/|]) hanging from a weeping 
WILLOW, 








0803 
常 | 9 

















EGG 抱卵 ほう 5 ん incubation 0644 


. Y OBNB らん お 3 yolk 0915 
b $ PEON saba egg-laying, spawning 0181 
ラン Lu ーー 卵巣 5 ん そう ovary 9601 

Tc DUKES £76% fried egg, omelette 0769 











THAT) A stylized depiction of two ova. var M 1136 



















OPERA そ か い dispersal, evacuation 0450 
1 過疎 か そ depopulation... (464 


! SCATTERED 
? ESTRANGED 


うと い estranged, distant 
2BRE ぅ と む neglect, estrange 


















ソ 
うと ( い ) JLE) 





AWWA) Back at HE 0572 we saw the grapheme JE, but IE here is not quite like that, or 1E, or 1E, 

so we'll give it a unique interpretation. See it as a woman reaching out her arms (52) to hand 
back a bundle (R) of flowers to a man who seeks her affection. The image depicts ESTRANGE- 
MENT. Link this with M2 SCATTERED via the idea of pushing away. 





急速 に きゅう そく に swiftly, rapidly, promptly 0971 
快速 か いそ < highspeed; rapid (local) train 0331 


0 高速 道路 こう を < と うろ expressway, freeway 
es 0185, 0158, 0788 








ツク 
は や ( い ) は や ・ は や ( め る ) は や (まる ) 
すみ (や か ) 


O 〇 速やか に すみ や か に quickly, immediately 


"1143 | visualize this as a truck (i_) transporting bundles ( 東 , i.e., bouquets) of flowers, and think 
about how QUICKLY it must travel for the bouquets to arrive fresh. vs i 1146 








m - 1SLOW の ① 足 が 遅い あし が お そい be slow-footed 0044 
` 2LATE 名 多 着 ちち ゃ く late arrival 0938 
"n 2 遅 生 まれ ぉ そう まれ bor afterApril (schoo 


| 
age group cutoff date) 0036 
② 乗 り 遅 れる の りお くれ る miss(a train) 1005 
(BLESS へ ん じ を お くら 5 す deferonesreply 
0378, 0080 





bu 
お く ( れ る ) お く ( ら す ) お そ ( い ) 











TIGA By contrast with the previous entry, the sheep (°F) truck (3...) moves SLOWLY, since the 

æ 162| sheep are transported “on the hoof” (JP is an enclosure the trucker uses to keep them from 
` jumping off the truck bed). Imagine looking over at this SLOW-moving truck as you pass iton 
: E the highway. ra" 3& 1475 


2700. 
dw 12 








CROSSROAD 辻 店 っ じみ せ street stall 0347 


* 2 
ON 辻堂 っ じ と 3 roadside shrine 0320 
LU ` 
w 辻野 っ じ の Tsujino [surname] 0534 
2t _ | 辻本 っ じ も と Tsujimoto [sumame] 0031 


一 一 一 ーー 一: 


MÁS | Suggests a truck (. .) arriving at a CROSSROAD (+1), The head character shows the form 
zÆ 162| i_, which appears in kanji that have not been officially simplified to 3 (mainly kanji that 
x are not on the Joyo list, but also a few belatedly added to it, such as 3 2060). It is always 
iL acceptable to replace 3... with ił. 





O 迅 速 な じん そく な swift, rapid 


3146 | Recall } V wind (from 風 0425), here abbreviated to a single stroke. This character suggests 
Æ 162| flying like the wind through a crossroad ($E), and means SWIFT, ws ji, 1637, 3 1143 


9 加 法 か ほう [math] addition 0139 
加え る <pas add 
加工 か こう processing, manufacturing . 0108 
加害 者 か が いし ゃ assailant, assaulter 0413, 0107 


集まり に 加わ る あつ まり に くわ わる take partina 
gathering 0190 


TIT | Think of starting with 日 mouth (suggesting a person's voice or influence?) and then ADD- 
ING 7J as a reinforcement (joining its strength to that of 日 ) 











DECREASE, subtract OWIE wats [math]subtraction 0139 
| Oi ^s [vil decrease, lessen 
Ob 5 げん し ょ うす る decrease, reduce, lessen 
LI —— = 0677 
ゲン 加減 か げん addition and subtraction; degree, 
へ (る ) へ ( ら す ) extent; adjustment. 2.0... ee 1147 
食事 を 減ら す し ょ < じ を へ ら す cutdownon 
(one's) meals 0288, 0080 





“W148 | Review 感 0327. The present entry suggests how the mouth-piercing guided spear (R) 
水 85 | DECREASES the amount of water (Y ) in the mouth. Note that 成 is obsolete by itself. 
ー | xe jS 1149 


(548 
常 |12 














EXTINGUISH, destroy | mis げき め つ する destroy, exterminate... 1026 
OAR, ぜん ぬ つ annihilation, total destruction 
0078 


点滅 する て ん め つ する [oflight] go on and off, 
っ JI Ete Ld 0349 
て 行 ほろ び て い く みん ぞ く dying race 

ほろ る (ぴる) ほろ ( ぶ ) ほろ ( ぼ す ) 0055.0477.0568 
O 敵 を 滅 ば す て き を ほろ ぼ す destroy the enemy 
MM "EE RECS 1122 


1149 | suggests a flaming CK) guided spear UŽ) being EXTINGUISHED as it falls into water (Ẹ ). A 
水 85 | visual shortcut is to focus on 火 , which suggests putting something on a flame to EXTINGUISH 
it. No other kanji in this course has the reading 27. ese 減 1148 





































1 威力 uwes power, might, authority 0084 
权威 Av authority, power 1130 
1 威厳 い げ 4 solemn dignity 0810 
1 威 儀 いき dignity, dignified manner 0928 
3 威圧 い ぁ っ coercion 0186 


! MIGHT, power; majesty 
?THREATEN BY FORCE 











[ 1150 | As we did back at 感 0327, see the short horizontal stroke (S3 here) as a miniature represen- 
女 38 | tation of the guided spear. Here it is held above a woman ( 女 )s head as a THREATENING 
^| display of MIGHT. The most important compound using M2 appears in the next entry. 








INTIMIDATE ORT いか < する intimidate, threaten. 1150 








A CERTAIN ORDA ぁ る ひと acertain person, someone 0015 


或 る 程度 ぁ ぁ て ぃ と toa certain extent 
0568, 0280 


i - O 或 い は ぁ あるいは perhaps; or 
ワケ 或いは そう か も し れ な い ある い は そう か も し れ な い 
あ ( る ) ある ( い は ) It may be so 
今日 或 由 疆 明 日 žst today or 
tomorrow 0228, 0001, 0024 

1152 | Now we return to the ordinary spear (22), without the optional "guide" of JÆ. Again see the 
X, 62 | short cross stroke (55 here) as a depiction of the spear. Unguided, it “misses” its proper posi- 

| tion above the mouth (see 感 0327). This kanji’s meaning is too abstract to be visualized, so 

you might simply remember the phrase “A CERTAIN misguided spear.’ ss RX 1153 





























‘=~ BEWILDERED, led astray 惑 乱 ゎ <5 ん bewilderment, confusion . 0380 
^ [ORE ゎ わく せい planet 0755 
z 当惑 と う ゎ < perplexity, confusion. 0141 
ワク 〇 惑う まとう be bewildered 
1 "y u. am 
4 w まだ 9) 戸惑い と まとい lossoforientation, bewilder- 
ment 0248 


1153 | Combining “a certain misguided spear" (或 ) from the previous entry with 心 to indicate a 


4» 61 | person's mental state, we obtain BEWILDERED/led astray. ws 感 0327 BY 1152 














域内 の いき な ぃ の within the area 0215 
9 地 域 ちぃ き region, area 0187 
区 域 < いき zone, area; limits 0297 
全域 ぜん いき the whole area, entire region 0078 
HER tere holy/sacred Decne 





| Recall that 士 can refer to a physical location or place. Here it refers to an entire area: like a 
misdirected golf ball that lands in the next fairway, “a certain misguided spear" (BX) flies into 
the next district/BOUNDED AREA. The on reading イキ is unique in this course. rar 城 1298 


E 32 


TAKE IN, gain, seize 収容 する し ゅ うぅ よう する accommodate, receive 
(guests). 1037 


収得 する し ゅ ぅ と < する take possession of... 0387 
= ORTA し ゅ うに ゅ 3 income, earnings, receipts 0039 
お き ( め る ) お さ ( ま る ) 収支 U ゅ 3 し earnings and expenditures. 0973 
| 〇 勝利 を 収め る し ょ うり を お さめ る win, gaina 
| victory 0460, 0412 
1155 | visualize as a hand (XX) holding out an offering receptacle (S1-2) to TAKE IN contributions to 
X, 29* | a collection. 








! ， 1PAY の 納入 の 53 にゅ 3 payment delivery 0039 

2 ACCEPT ! 分 納 ぶ 4 の ぅ payment/delivery in installments 

1k 3PUT IN PLACE 0088 

^ 納 受 する の うじ ゅ する accept, receive 0065 
に ノウ ナッ - ナ ナン トウ RON l : 

7 お さ ( め る ) - お き ( め る ) お さ (まる ) 収納 し iw ぅ の 5 storing; harvesting; receipt 1155 
る 倉庫 に 納め る そう こ に お ぉ さめ る storeina 

warehouse 0696, 0694 








1156 | The core idea to perceive here is PUT IN PLACE: visualize the top of $9 as a thread (&) pro- 

条 120| truding from a box (57-8), then picture pulling or pushing it inside the box so that it is PUT 
IN PLACE. Pulling it inside from the bottom (toward oneself) represents M2 ACCEPT; pushing 
it inside from the top (away from oneself) represents M1 PAY. 

















D n OFFER, donate 


ケン コン 





献身 けん し 4 self-sacrifice, devotion 

献呈 GAT presentation 

献金 する けん き 4 す る donate money 
OO 献血 ゅ 4 けつ blood donation 

献立 こん だ て menu, preparations 


0060 
0587 
0029 
0198 
0067 














ORB S こう けん する contribute to, serve 
FR ぉ 4 ぐ land tax. 


materially) 
EX aog tribute 
貢ぎ 物 みっ ぎる の tribute 








7158) TRIBUTE delivered to support the lord's construction ( L.) projects. Visualize money (H) 
R 154 bearing a heavy | beam (L), representing the idea of supporting the construction projects 
financially. ws Ed 0156 





O 貧 欲 な と ん よく な greedy 
Oft 5 むさ ぼる covet, crave 
ENAJ むさ ぼり くう devour 


1157 
0117 


ORC ぁ っ ぐ support, contribute (financially or 


0172 




















OW £55 receive; get (someone)to do 
(something) 


教え て 貰う ぉ し えて も 5 う get(someone) to 
0632 


teach you (something). 
貰い 手 も らい て receiver, recipient . 
貰い 物 も らい も の (received) gift 

















POOR 貧相 ひん そう unhealthy-looking, scrawny 0682 


1 2 
A T" ftl ひん けつ anemia 0198 
ORR ひん みん the poor. 0477 
ヒン ピン = fU ひん E ゃ < な poor, meager, scanty. 0424 
M まず (し い ) 〇 貧し い まず し い poor, destitute 


MET] Money (A) divided (分 ) among many household members: POOR. The most useful on-yomi 
中 154| compounds appear at 困 1723 and & 1758. 











1822 


A) 

















"WAGES 
2 CHARGES 


1358 5554. wages, pay 0542 
1 賃金 ちん ぎん wages, pay 0029 
VR EU ちん あげ wage increase 0041 
OX A ゃ ぁ ん (house)rent..... 0219 
2 運賃 うん ちん Dassenger fare, enean 




















チン 















1182 | Review ff: 0372. The present entry refers to the money ( R.) received as payment for carrying 
R 154| out one's duties (E): WAGES/CHARGES. sr $È 1163 





〇 賃貸 ちん た い lease, hiring out, charter .1162 
貸与 た を いよ loan, lending 0858 
O 貸 す ヵ す lend, loan; rent out 


貸し 出し 中 か し た し ちゅ う forrent; outon loan 
0038, 0035 


貸し 室 か し し っ roomforrent 0253 


LEND, loan; rent aut 





















タイ 
か ( す ) か (し )- DL- 








| 1163 | Review 代 0071. In renting, an owner charges (fÈ) money (FU) in exchange for LENDING 
R 154| property. œ 賃 1162, 貨 1164 





2 百货 店 ひ ゃ っ か て ん departmentstore 





, ! MONEY, currency ‘GEE 755 coin, metallic currency 0891 
イ 2G00DS: freight 通货 23% currency 0159 


本 0016, 0347 
る 貸 物 か も っ freight, cargo, goods 0172 
™ “货车 加 Ue freight car 0125 








1164 | The idea expressed here is money ( H y's function as a medium of exchange—it can be 
R 154| exchanged for (i.e., “changed into” 化 ) anything, In this way 貨 can oh MONEY and 
| | GOODS. Note that all kanji incorporating 化 have the on reading 7, vs 4¥ 1163 


25 
常 |11 








€ ' RESOURCES, capital [9 资源 し げん resources 0209 
ノ "7 資金 し きん funds, capital 0029 






A 資本 Ui#A funds, capital 0031 
[- i 投資 と 5 し investment 0517 
資料 Lu ょ う materials, data. 0758 














1165 | Review 次 0278 NEXT. Here we see money (JA) applied toward the next thing, expressing the 
idea of RESOURCES/capital producing future wealth. 





! APPROVE OF Ok xatu approval, agreement, support 
2PRAISE Mn 





サン 1 $50) sAU backing, support, approval 0642 
2353 sau praise, admiration... 0497 


Here Jc signifies man laborer (see 0565). Observe money ( FA) being given to a pair of man 
laborers to PRAISE them for their hard work, war Pf 1167 








REPLACE, substitute for 代替 だ いた い substitution 0071 
9 交规 こっ たい ぃ alternation, shift, change. 0102 
O$ i2 か える replace, change to something new 

タイ か (える ) 而 赫 りょう が ぇ exchange ofmoney . 0177 

か ( え )- か (わる ) 替わる か ゎ る be replaced, change places with 





ji 


Distinguishing from the previous entry, H here suggests "day laborers'—laborers who are l 
REPLACED from one day to the next, The two laborers are identical, so one could easily 
REPLACE the other, «x: $È 1166 


i WW | SUBMERGE の 潜水 せん すい diving 0027 

， XX 2LURK の 潜る も ぐる submerge; getin 

"- 2 潜入 せん に ゅ う infiltration 0039 
m セン 2 潜在 の せん ざい の latent, potential 0406 

ひそ ( む ) も ぐ ( る ) GER ひそ む lurk, lie concealed; be latent 


TWH) "Replace" (4%, i.e., displace) water ( 1): SUBMERGE. 
K 85 

Jet 
(E 


0680 | 
常 |15 






































OWS iz5as trade, commerce 0443 


買 易 会 社 ぼう えき が いし ゃ trading firm 
0443, 0226, 0314 


— ニニ 贸易 风 ほう えき ふう trade wind 0443, 0425 


世界 贸易 七 y 夕 一 せ か いぼ うえ き セ ンタ ダー World 
Trade Center 0604, 0612, 0443 














At the top of this character we find a hook (51-3) and sword (54-5), here being TRADED in for 
cold cash (FA). Back at £j 0443 | asked you to wait until this entry to learn that character's 
second meaning EXCHANGE; now try to learn that meaning as you study the sample com- 
pounds. 





1KEEP IN PLACE 1 拘留 こぅ りゅう penal detention 1070 
2 STAY: reside 1 抑 留 ょ < りゅう detainment, detention, arrest ' 
113 


i = = 前 め る と ゅ る keepin place, fasten 

a is 

と ( め る ) - と ( め る ) - ど ( め ) と (まる ) | 国学 する りゅう が くす る studyabroad ... 0099 
LEGAN REED い ぇ に と と まる stayhome 0219 


1970 | Here visualize the hook (51-3) and sword (54-5) slotting themselves into sections of this rice 
H 102| field (ET) with the objective of KEEPING themselves IN PLACE. Picture them digging them- 
selves in for a long STAY. 


ACCUMULATE CAII ba5u ゅ ぅ distillation 0960 
OWES た まる [vil accumulate, heap up 


切手 を 溜め る きっ て を た め る collectstamps 
0086, 0046 
リュ ウ 


: z 家賃 を 潤 め る や ちん を た め る letthe rent fall 
た (まる ) た ( め る ) into arrears 0219, 1162 


HHH た めい け reservoir, pond 0188 


AMT] water (Y) staying in place (FZ): ACCUMULATE. 





ELT CONGRATULATE OPK が C ょ う greeting card 0616 
| 年 賀 状 ね ん が じょう New Year's greeting card 
0117, 0616 





y WIE が し ょ う New Year's congratulations. 0043 


1 ™ 


1172] Adding (加 ) money (A): think of a financial gift made to CONGRATULATE a person or couple 
R 154| on an auspicious occasion. 











2253 | 
常 |12 12: 




















| LAY ACROSS Ozawy A か せっ する construct, erect, install 0520 
架空 の か < ぅ の overhead, aerial; fictitious 0398 


7 
7 h s i (BAS が か easel 0176 
カ 十字 架 じゅ 2 じ か cross, crucifix 0005, 0098 
か (ける ) か (か る ) O 電 線 を 架け る て ん せん を か ける layawire 


0155, 0210 











Refers to LAYING a bridge or wire ACROSS the space between two sides of something, such 
às a river (see Halpern). It can also refer to other flat, spanning forms such as a shelf or a 
stretcher. To perceive these meanings, visualize $6 as LAID ACROSS the top of the tree (like a 
bridge or wire), holding up 7J and [A (like a shelf). 















OAS し みる soak into, permeate 
Hiis < る < そま る bedyedblack 0535 
污染 ぉ せん pollution, contamination .... 1050 

9 感染 か ん せん infection 937 


伍 染病 TAtAUE3 infectious disease 
0223, 0617 


DYE, stain; infect 


セン l 
そ ( め る ) - ぞ ( め ) - ぞ め そ ( ま る ) 
し (みる ) じじ (みる) L(A) 


1174 | Let this suggest a liquid ( Y ) DYE derived from a certain tree (AX). Nine (7L) suggests soaking 
repeatedly so as to fix the DYE. 






















4 梨花 りか pear blossoms 0121 

1 1 梨 果 りか pome 0599 
O 梨 の 実 な し の み pear 0499 

ーー ーー 0037 


f ye 山梨 や まな し Yamanashi (prefecture) 
な し 








This tree Kk offers up profit ( 利 ) in the form of delicious PEARS. You'll most often see this in 
A place name 山梨 (や まな し ) a prefecture to the north of Mt. Fuji. The on-yomi follows 
J (9). 






1 ^ PERSON OF EXCELLENCE HEU) けっ ぷっ great man, outstanding figure 
0172 


Trf bk けっ heroine, lady of character. -0093 


1 
Zur 
" > = OBEE けっ さく masterpiece, magnum opus; 
ント ケツ blunder 0152 


傑出 する けっ し ゅ っ する excel, stand out 0038 
BEA. けっ じん outstanding person 0015 
| 1176 | 外 normally means dance (see 舞 0961), but here we'll see it as data occupying adjacent cells 


人 9 | inan EXCEL spreadsheet, framed by $10 and STI. Picture the man (4 ) EXCELLING at EXCEL, 
neatly lining up the data into an organized spreadsheet (Ai), ms 俊 1440 














4s. 
0133 
常 |13 














' NOBLE; precious OPS ESEN に た っ と 5) value highly 














2YOUR HONORABLE TEOR と うと いい の ち (に た っ と いい の ち ) precious 
life 0232 
= = 1 贵族 き そ < nobility, noble 0568 
a T ERA z 
= た っ と ( い ) と うと ( い ) た っ と ( ぷ お) 貴重 な きち ょ うな precious, valuable 0539 
Ny EE) 3 FUE se your company 0314 








Review 質 0318 and 真 0838. In the middle (中 ) of the shell (El) lies something precious 
and NOBLE (a pearl). Visualize $5 as a formal tray on which we place the precious object 
obtained from the middle of the shell. M2 reflects this character's use in certain honorific 
phrases. cs 責 0831 







CRUSH, break WRTA か い め っ する be destroyed be 
annihilated ,se. 1149 


HR と うか い collapse, destruction, crumbling 










カイ [Oi っ ぶす crush, smash; butcher, Kill; ruin, wreck 
^ ^ つぶ ( す ) つぶ (れる ) 時 間 を 潰す じ か ん を っ つぶす killtime 0383, 0448 







渡れ る っ ぶれ る be crushed, break; be worn 
down; be ruined 






ーー ビー 


| 1178 | Depicts the instant we CRUSH the shell to obtain its precious ($) contents, when water ( Y ) 
K 85 | comes spattering out. rs i 0834 






















OBE vsa inheritance, bequest, heritage 0181 
遺族 いそ < bereaved family 0568 
遺体 いた い remains, body, corpse 0062 

OME ゆい ご 4 will, testament 0051 


後遺 家 こう いし ょ 3 sequela, aftereffect (ofa 
EE a J 0114, 0618 

















1179 Conveying (3_) precious (Ft) things forward to future generations: LEAVE BEHIND/bequeath. 
x 142| oar Hit 1180 










ii EE. ! DISPATCH, envoy Ossi SAA detachment, detail 0088 
"xa 7USE ‘HTS せん けん する sendahead 0134 


1 e ) 遺 わす orby dispatch, send 
ケン DJ -2 办 3 use, spend 

" っ かう ) つか いり 一 づ ( か い ) ^ 心 遣い ここ ろ づ か い consideration, anxiety 
つか (わす ) 0056 














important allied power. Associate M1 DISPATCH with M2 USE via the idea of putting some- 


M 


thing to use. ms 到 1179, 36 1181 















| CHASE, follow ORFS つい きゅう する pursue 1097 

追放 する つい ほう する banish, purge, exile 0574 

追加 つい か addition, appendix, supplement 
t147 


Oo 
O: > - 
BO) 追う ぉ う chase, pursue, follow 


追い 越す ぉ いこ す outrun, pass, overtake 1112 

























O 切 迫 す る せっ ぱく する draw near, press; become 
acute, grow tense ee 0086 


强迫 きょう は く coercion, compulsion 0423 
圧迫 する あっ ぱく する press oppress, pressure 
0186 





迫害 は く が い persecution, oppression, 0413 
ご 人 迫る せま る press, urge; draw near 
















STAY OVERNIGHT 宿泊 Ue<d< lodging 0292 

外泊 が い は く < staying out overnight. ........0266 
9 一 泊 いっ ぱく < overnight/one-night stay .... 0002 
〇 泊まる と まる stay overnight, lodge, stay at 


友人 を 泊め る ゆう じん を と め る puta friend up 
forthe night 0399, 0015 













AZ 
と (まる ) と ( め る ) 














1183 | This character was originally used to refer to an anchorage, "white (É) water (Y )” indicating - 
the place where the surf breaks upon land. This is the place one can moor one 's ship and 
STAY OVERNIGHT. 


1 10LDER SIBLING OF PARENT — OMA BU に は く ふ ) unde(olderthan one's 


2 COUNT. earl parent) [cf #R 2043] .i 0100 
UHRE sit に は く ぽ ) aunt(olderthan one's 


ó eh IO DONG Mc oot s 0104 
ハグ " 


E > 前 島 伯 ま ぇ じ ま は く Count Maejima 0113, 0341 


1184 | Here we see a man (f ) with a completely white (É) head of hair, conveying the general 
人 9 | sense of "senior figure" Used in compounds referring to an OLDER SIBLING OF ONF'S PARENT, 
or to a COUNT or earl, se 叔 2043 








0043 

















à BEAT, rhythm 9 拍手 は < し Lg applause, clapping 0046 
i 拍車 は くし ゃ spur, rowel spur. 0125 
$ 拍 動 は < と うぅ pulsation, pulsebeat 0540 

, ハグ ヒョウ OHF ひょう 3 し time, beat, rhythm; chance, the 
moment ; . 0094 
三 拍子 さん びょう し simpletripletime. 0004, 0094 


Ignore 日 white; instead, visualize 日 as a drum, and 54 as the motion ofthe hand (F) strik- 
ing it: BEAT. 











CONDOLE; mourn 事 意 ちょ うい condolence, mourning 0151 
ORR ぁ ょ う も ん condolence call (452 
O85 と t53 condole; mourn 


チョ ウ | 
と むら (3) 


( 弓 } crying a cataract of tears ($4): CONDOLE/mourn. 





BOIL (over) 9 沸点 ふっ て ん boiling point 0349 
O 沸 く ゎ < [vil boil (over), seethe, be excited 
沸か す pws [vt] boil, make hot, stimulate 
フッ 湯沸かし ゅ ゎ か し kettle, waterheater 0446 
わ ( く ) bo) 


BOIL, cook OX し ws っ boiling. 1187 
ORS に る [vt] boil, cook 
煮込む に こむ boil well; stew, cook together 
. 0192 





シャ Be ae 
に (る ) 42 に (える ) に (や す ) 煮え る に ぇ る [vi] boil, be cooked 


Het に ゃ す [vt] boil down 














SPEND つの 生活費 せい か っ ひ living expenses, cost of living 
0036, 





6, 0054 
燃費 nau (gas) mileage 0761 
E 費用 ひょう expenses, outlay 0087 
O s 
つい (や す ) つい (える ) 費やす つい ゃ す expend, consume; waste 


BAA っ ぃ ぇ る bewasted 











AR 154| 














YOUNGER BROTHER 義弟 To youngerbrother-in-law. 0926 
弟子 て し disciple, pupil, apprentice .. .. 0094 
門弟 る ん て い pupil, disciple 0447 
师弟 し て い maslerand pupil 0748 


On xA, ぉ と うと きん youryounger brother 


1190 | Two brothers sometimes like to spike their hair. Here we see the YOUNGER BROTHER, the 
= 57 | crybaby (from 中 1186) who carries around a toy halberd (57, from A’ 0164). S1-2 show his 
spiked hair. Eventually, you should learn to recognize this character simply by the presence of 
the spiked hair, which distinguishes it from the next entry. s= 第 1191 






















O 第 一 だ い ぃ ち thefirst, No. T; the best; to begi 





ORDINAL NUMBER PREFIX; order n 
with, above everything else 0002 
第 三 者 だ た いさ 4 し ゃ third party 0004.0107 


D | 第 六 感 だ いる っ か 4 the sixth sense, intuition 
ダイ 0008, 0327 

次 第 し だ い order; circumstances, reasons; as 
soon as : Nr 0278 
落第 する らく だ いす る faillanexamination 0793 


1191 | Your main challenge in recognizing this kanji and the previous one will be to have a reliable 
way of associating the variable element with the meaning. Here, then, simply learn to associ- 
ate ^" (bamboo for counting) with this kanji’s function as the ORDINAL NUMBER PREFIX. 
Take a few moments to practice distinguishing these two, vsr zP 1190 





SHAVE OS そる に する ) shave 
剃り 立て そり た て に すり た て ) freshly shaven 
0067 





= 4+ 剃り 落す そり ぉ と す に すり お ぉ と す ) shave off 0793 
dil 剃刀 か ぁみ そり razor 0085 
そ ( る ) す ( る ) 








“1192 | Little brother (24) using a knife ( 1] ) to SHAVE off the spikes in his hair. 
7) 18 


| 
s BOE 








OLDER BROTHER OR, きょう だ い に けい て い ) brothers (and sisters) 
1190 


父兄 ふけ い one'sfatherand older brothers; 

5 BEEN = guardians 0100 
ケイ キョ ウ 義兄 «uv older brother-in-law 0926 
あ に OTZA に いき ん olderbrother 


兄 員 ぁ に き older brother: one’s senior... 1177 


| 1193 | Now we meet the OLDER BROTHER, who has gotten rid of his spikes for this portrait (see 弟 
JL 10 | 1190). To distinguish this from the next entry, remember that OLDER BROTHER has human 
legs (JL). v H 1194 





' FREE OF CHARGE "AREY た だ の り free ride 1005 

2 JUST, only; ordinary 内 働き た だ ば た らき working fornothing. ...0541 
OHS た だ いま just now; at present, presently; 

— I'm home! ...0228 

シ * 具 の 人 た だ の ひと common person, man in the 

た だ た だ : street 0015 

* 内 事 で は な い た だ ご と で は な い Itisno common 

Case 0080 





L| Picture a "zero" (0) walking around on a pair of stubby legs (7%). The meanings this character 
expresses range from “costs nothing” (FREE OF CHARGE) to “nothing more than/no different 
than" (JUST/only) to "nothing special" (ordinary). e 見 1193 


9 税金 せい きん tax, duly; rates 0029 
税込 み ぜ い こ ぁみ taxinduded 0192 
所 得 税 し ょ と く ぜ い income tax 0249, 0367 


付加 価値 税 ふか かち せい value-added tax 
0064, 1147, 0548, 0842 


税 を 納め る ぜ い を お さめ る payatax 1156 


Here again we have older brother, this time with spiked hair (524). This character suggests 
paying one's rice (f) to Big Brother: TAX. 


SHARP ORA ぇ いか く < acute angle 0342 
先鋭 な せん えい な radical; acute, sharp. 0134 
鋭利 な ぇ いり な sharp, keen; acute, sharp, clever 

0412 


精鋭 せい えい best/pick, choice 0976 


する ど ( い ) 
OM FAI する どい ナイ フ sharp knife 











1196 | Clearly depicts SHARP: starts with £ to suggest something metal, then gives us an older 
# 147| brother with two SHARP pointy spikes on his head. It is useful to practice this character 

together with Si 1102 DULL, using the compounds 鋭角 (えい か く , acute angle) and 鈍 角 
art (どん か く , obtuse angle) to learn their on-yomi. sw 失 1563 


1544 
常 |15 














‘EXPLAIN; preach の 説明 せっ めい explanation, description 0024 





1 v 
nhi N ? * THEORY, view 1 説教 せっ きょう preaching; scolding 0632 
wm 一 の 説く と < explain; preach; persuade 
-— 1 セツ ゼイ 2 仮説 か せっ hypothesis 0921 
ud ER) 2 説 を 立て る せつ を た て る put forward a fy. 








1197 | Older brother (JL, here with spiked hair) always seems to have a THEORY, a way to EXPLAIN 
言 149| just about anything. In È see the various THEORIES and EXPLANATIONS emanating from his 


=, | mouth. 
3n 
1405 
T$ 14 
























'REMOVE 


aS / ? ESCAPE FROM 


ダッ 
ぬ ( ぐ ) ぬ ( げ る ) 


1 ltd S は < だ っ する strip(off) deprive 0609 

Ogre HES < っ を ぬ ぐ takeoffonesshoes — 0593 

1 脱毛 だ っ も ぅ hairremoval; falling out of hair 
= 0407 






ORE た っ た い withdrawal, secession 1091 
2 脱税 だ っ ぜ い tax evasion 1195 








| This character seems to refer to the way older brothers always walk around with their shirts 
off, flaunting their muscles: older brothers with spiked hair 兄 ) REMOVE their clothing to 
expose their flesh (JJ). M2 is a cognate meaning. 

















9 检阅 


校 关 こぅ ぇ っ revision, reviewing, editing. . 0103 
閲兵 ぇ っ ぺい inspection of troops 0907 
ERE] か ん ぇ っ inspection of troops 1128 


REVIEW, inspect 








けん えつ censorship; inspection, review 
1029 

















Older brother with spiked hair (35) at the gate ( 門 ) to the clubhouse, REVIEWING all little 
brothers in a rigorous inspection before they will be allowed to enter. 


`Y CELEBRATE, congratulate 祝賀 Lp<# celebration; congratulation 1172 


, O 祝 日 Lg くじ っ holiday, festival day, 0001 
祝儀 しゅ 2 ぎ celebration; congratulatory gift; tip 
か て 0928 





シュ ク シュ ウ 
ib) = 祝 卒業 L ゅ < そつ ぎょ う Congratulations, 
9 graduates! 0751, 0498 


O 祝 い wp celebration; congratulation 








"3200! older brother (9i) standing at an altar (3), representing his family in marking a happy occa- 
示 113| sion and thanking God for it: CELEBRATE. 























CONDITIONS, state of affairs | O 状 況 bk5 き ょ う state of affairs, conditions, 


circumstances 0616 

戦況 せん きょう warsituation, progress of a battle 

= es 0461 
キョ ウッ 市 況 し きょう marketconditions 0205 
好況 こう きょう briskmarket prosperity... 0095 


不況 ふき ょ う depression, slump, recession 0049 


People c often refer to their present personal or financial CONDITIONS using phrases like 
PE a “under water" or “keeping my head above water” Here let the level of water (Y ) around older 
| brother (ht) suggest his current CONDITIONS or state of affairs, 











〇 悦楽 ぇ っ 8< pleasure, joy 0302 
満悦 まん ぇ っ great joy, rapture 0179 
愉悦 ea joy 0947 
法 悦 125A religious exultation; ecstasy 0139 


OVERCOME FEL げ こ < じ ょ 3 thejuniordominating/ 
supplanting the senior 0040, 0041 


相克 する そ ぅ こく < する struggle with each oiher 
conflict. 068 


OW, こっ き self-denial, self-control 
克明 «mv scrupulousness, diligence... 0024 





Imagine that. you have OVERCOME your dominant older brother (5) by stabbing a dagger 
ol A into the top of his head. The most useful compound containing this character appears 
1471. 


wu COMPETE OMETA きょう そう する compete, contend, vie 
> 0140 
3 i 競輪 り ぃ りん bicycle race 0944 
ws ‘— > | 競技 きょう ぎ match, contest, 
game; sporting 
っ キョ ウ ケイ event 0966 
き そ ( う ) せ (る ) り 競 う きそう compete with, vie 


_ 競 る せる makea bid for 






































[OLDER SISTER 





実姉 じ っ し one’s true (older) sister 0499 
義姉 ぎし older sister-in-law 0926 
今 姉 れい し your older sister 0229 
姉 上 #54 oldersister 0041 

OO 姉さん ね えさ 4 older sister; waitress, girl; miss 




























YOUNGER SISTER 姉妹 し まい に きょう だ い ) sisters 1205 
義妹 きま い younger sister-in-law 0926 
弟妹 て で て いまい younger brothers and sisters... 1190 


妹 さ ん いる うと さん youryounger sister 











珠玉 し ゅ ぎょ く jewel, gem 0073 
OBER LAU pearl 0039 

珠算 Uw ざん calculation on the abacus . 0980 
数 珠 bg ず Buddhist rosary 0309 





07 Review 朱 0566.Here see a gem(¥) resting upon the vermilion (A) tissue of a mollusk's 
mantle—a PEARL. 












SPECIAL 0 特殊 な と < し ゅ な special, unique 0385 
殊 勝 な L ぁ しょ うな laudable, praiseworthy. 0460 
O 殊 に こと に especially, above all 


Ye HS こと さ sc に especially; intentionally, 
deliberatety.... .ee 0889 



















For funerary rites, people favor SPECIAL articles and ornamentation. Here let “death (77) 
+ vermilion Ak)" suggest a SPECIAL vermilion shroud in which to bury a deceased person. 
Note that both of these kanji incorporating ^K in the phonetic position follow its on read- 
Ing, ジュ . 











‘INTRODUCTORY PART, beginning 序説 じ ょ せっ introduction 1197 


= 20RDER, sequence 1 序曲 C ょ き ょ < prelude, overture 0503 
5 | 1 自序 じじ ょ author's preface 0081 

7 ジョ | 序列 veno rank, grade, order 0718 

2 序 次 Ce order sequence 0278 








Review T^ 0163. Let slanting roof (J ") + in advance (F) suggest the front of a building, the | 


た 53| part one enters first: INTRODUCTORY PART/beginning. This easily suggests M2, because an 
ORDER/sequence always starts from the beginning. 


2639 


OFRE bote order, discipline; method, system 
E NT 120 


1210. Represents the ORDER obtained through the social contract: citizens lose ( 失 ) some rice 
x 115| bundles (X) (i.e., taxes) in exchange for law and ORDER. 


Oüikd 5 こ 3 て っ する reshullle, change [as of 
government officials], exchange places. ... 0889 


1211] Combines one grapheme for advancing (3 .) and another for losing (J) ground. One step 
Æ 162| forward, one step back, one step forward, one step back...: ALTERNATE, ss 3% 0455 





"E. HAPPY OS «a delight, rapture, joy 1202 
~~ WETS か ん きす る rejoice, be greatly 
COU ohted sn omes 1131 
NE a a OBS cara be happy, be delighted 
ょ よろ こ (は よら こ (ば す ) 大 喜び お お よろ こび greatjoy, delight —.. 0033 
1 MEBs お や を よろ る こ ば す make one’s 
parents happy 0276 





212 | FF, not to be confused with 豆 0161, means drum. Picture it as a large drum standing on its 
[1 30 | side: 54-6 show the drum skin, while E military man represents a drummer standing atop 
pum the drum (in certain Japanese festivals, there i-i are drums so big that people stand on 
them). Combining drum with mouth (S10-12), # suggests music and singing, and means 
tE HAPPY. 

















善良 な ぜん りょう な good, virtuous 0285 
善意 せんい good intention; favorable sense 
0151 


一 -| 改善 muwa improvement, amelioration 0429 
FLE ぜん と あく good and evil 0546 
り 善 い 行 い よい お こない good deed 0055 





Look at this character's traditional form, provided in the reference data section of this entry. 
See the present-day simplified form as an "improved" form that consolidates the two Bü 
graphemes. In this consolidation and improvement, this character symbolizes GOOD. 

ew 害 0413, 普 1085 


O$) っ < ろう mend, repair 
繕 い っ < ろ ぃ mending, darning 


1214] thread (#) making something good (3) again: MEND. An on-yomi compound appears at 修 
系 120| 1676. Note that both characters incorporating $ follow its on-yomi, ゼン . 


SMALL FOOD TABLE, tray OBIS ぉ ぜん low four-legged tray for serving food 
お 膳 立て を する お ぜん だ て を する settle table, 

prepare for IET 0067 

配 騰 す る は いぜん する set(aplaceat)thetable 

0799 


二 の 騰 に の ぜ 4 second course; side dish 


STRONGLY REGRET OWA いか 4 な regrettable 











1216 | Adds another heart (^^) to sense/feel (I). Let this suggest an even more strongly felt emo- 
tion: STRONGLY REGRET. This would be a good time to review not only 感 0327 but also 惑 


| 1153, sar 感 0327 





HOLD A GRUDGE, resent 9 怨恨 ZAZA grudge, enmity 
遺恨 いこ 4 grudge, rancor, ill will 1179 
多 情 多 恨 た じょう た こん sensibility....0267,0973 


OIRE ぅ 56 hold a grudge, feel resentment 
[cf 28 0728] 


恨 め し い うら めし い resentful, reproachful 

















| Here F stop/limit represents the idea of holding back one's heart (È), the feeling of reluc- 
tance and resentment toward a person against whom one HOLDS A GRUDGE. 


REGRET; begrudge, be sparing of 惜别 せき べ っ parting regrets 

9 惜败 せき は ぃ regrettable defeat 

O 惜 し い sue regrettable; precious, valuable 
セキ 惜しむ ぉ し ゎ begrudge, be sparing of; value; 
お (し い ) BILD) regret 


時 間 を 惜しむ じ か ん を ぉ し む value time 
0383, 0448 











BI Review 昔 0359 (as a grapheme in other characters, we may refer to 昔 as either former 
times or old). The present entry suggests the pain in one's heart ( ) for things done in former 
times: REGRET. 


DISPOSE (of), manage 措 定 す る そ て いす る suppose, assume 
措置 そ ち measure, step, action 




















| Visualize # hand dealing with something that's old (Œ) and in need of some rearrangement: 
DISPOSE (of). «= 42 1072, fÈ 1220 





BORROW, rent CO 借金 する し ゃ っ き 4 す る borrow money, run into 
0029 


| 借家 し ゃ < く ゃ house forrent, rented house...0219 
貸借 た いし ゃ < lending and borrowing, loan 
1163 








シャ グ 
か る ) 賃借 する ちん し ゃ くす る hire, lease 1162 
〇 借り る か り る borrow, geta loan; hire, rent 











| Have you ever known a man who never bought his own new things, but always borrowed other 
people's old things? Picture that man (人 ) here, standing beside all of his old (Ef) BORROWED 


stuff. Do not confuse with 債 0833, which is both graphically and semantically similar. 
mw 債 0833, 措 1219 








MIXED UP 交錯 し た こぅ さ < し た entangled, complicated 
102 





$844 さっ か < alternate interior angles 
错乱 さ <54 derangement, confusion 
倒錯 と うさ < perversion, inversion 


Iron rusts when it combines with oxygen. Think of metals ($) reacting chemically as they get 
old (#), thereby getting MIXED UP with other substances. 














BEFORE, formerly 曾祖 父 そう そ ふ に ひい CU) great-grandfather 
0641, 0100 


曾祖 母 そう そ を ぼ に ひい ば ば ) great-grandmother 
0641, 0104 


EA そう そん に ひま ご ) great-grandchild .. .. 1079 
KSA みそ う unprecedented 0271, 0400 














When used inside other kanji, 曾 will mean build up: see how its layers build up from 日 
through HH, with ^^ pointing still further up. On the infrequent occasions when it is used 
as a stand-alone kanji, its core meaning is BEFORE, which we can associate with the layers of 
accumulated experience that came BEFORE. Learn to recognize the old form $. 


INCREASE 増加 する そう か する increase, multiply, rise 1147 
増減 そう げん increase and decrease, rise and fall 


急増 きゅう そう sudden/rapid increase. .....0971 
y» 〇 量 が 増え る りょう が ふえ る increase in 4 
ま ( す ) ま ( し ) ふ ( え る ) DOF) 








人 手 を 増やす ひと で を ふやす addstaf 
0015, 0046 





A pile of earth (5) building up ( 曾 ): INCREASE. vs 殖 0841 





STRATUM 成 层 圈 せい そう けん stratosphere .....0070, 0459 
社会 層 し ゃ か いそ う stratum ofsociety 0314, 0226 


知識 層 ち し きそう the intellectual class 
0560, 1089 


高層 ビル こう そう ビル high-rise (building)...0185 














一 層 いっ そう allthe more, still more........0002 








BE An easy shortcut to recognizing this character is to visualize the rectangular layer at the top as 

the highest STRATUM, toward which the horizontal layers in 宣 曾 build up. From a certain ideo- 
logical viewpoint, the shape of 肛 is suggestive of society's upper crust in the way it encloses 
and appears to keep a lid on the lower strata. 











O 槽 悪 そう ぉ abhorrence, hatred 


憎まれ 口 に < まれ ぐち offensive [abusive] 
language 


憎まれ っ 子 。 に < まれ っ こ bad [naughty] child 0094 





ゾウ 





に く ( む ) に く ( い ) に く ( ら し い ) 生憎 ぁ い に < In Earn OND 
に く ( し み ) 














3 > BONZE, priest 僧 職 そう し ょ く < く priesthood 1087 
w 9 僧 院 そう いん monastery, temple ........... 0634 
ニニ 小僧 こそ ぅ priestling: servant boy; kid, brat 0034 

. 破戒 代 な か いそ ぅ sinful priest, depraved monk 


b 77 
kien Lon do Mu edad Md ELA 0596, 0469 
禅僧 ぜん そう Zen priest/monk.............. 1076 


3 Aman (4) building up ($8) his moral self-discipline and good karma: BONZE. 











PRESENT A GIFT 





贈 星 そう て ぃ presentation .................. 0587 
贈答 品 ぞう と う ひん present, gift ......0981,0301 
9 赠与 そう ょ donation, presentation. ........ 0858 
〇 贈り 物 お くり も の present gift ............... 0172 
花 を 贈る は な を お くる give flowers .......... 0121 








Money (R) building up ($3) on a table at which gifts are offered at a ceremony: PRESENT A 
H 154 GIFT. vs 赐 0444 








OIRE し ゅ う ゎ い acceptance ofa bribe, corruption 


WEG S S そう ゎ い する bribe, corrupt.......1227 


RIRE そう し ゅ う ゎ い corruption, bribery 
mo OP SUC E UU MR 1227, 1155 


り 賭 う まかなう provide meals/board, cater; meet, 
Cover, pay 




















o “There is (43) money (B) —memorize this as a phrase used by the unscrupulous as an 


| 由 154| indirect way of offering a BRIBE. 








9 贿赂 buz bribe, bribery 











# Undisclosed money (H) spent on improvements to a corrupt politician’s vacation cabin (4): 
BRIBE. This kanji appears almost exclusively in VI, so your time is better spent learning to 
recognize that compound than learning this kanji for its own sake. 





INSTALLMENT, payment 赋税 ふ ぜ ぃ taxation 
© ABR げっ ぷ monthly installments 
WUBÁ か っ ぷ に ゎ っ ぷ ) payment by installments 

















BI Money (B) paid to the military (FÈ) in INSTALLMENTS, «= 賊 1231 





BANDIT 賊 徒 そ < と bandit, robber; rebels, traitors...0870 
〇 海賊 か い ぞ < pirate 

山賊 さん そく bandit, mountain robber 

国賊 こ < そ < traitor (to the country) 

賊 軍 そ < ぐん insurgents, rebel army 














BEBE Visualize + in the center as a little BANDIT reaching out with both hands and stealing both 
the money (E) and the spear (X). «= B& 1230 





1 BELT, sash OA ほ ぅ っ たい bandage, dressing 
2WEAR, have ! 緑 地帯 り ょ < ち た ぃ green belt 





タイ 
お (びる ) お び 





2 付 带 的 太 ふた いて き な incidental, accessory 
0064, 0169 


BÉ Review 共 0356. Here we see three people WEARING a single waistBELT (56-7) and cloth skirt 
(ITJ). wx FE 0606, 帝 1418 














1STAGNATE, be left undone 
! 4 
~ 2 STAY 








y - E 
/ タイ と どこ お る 
3, 












eid ちん た い stagnation, dullness. ......... 0655 
1 滞納 た い の ぅ nonpayment, delinquency...1156 
① 沿 る と と こ ぉ る stagnate, be left undone 
DRTE た いざ い stay, sojoum 0406 
2 滞留 を い g ゅ 2 sojourn, stay 



























1NOT GO SMOOTHLY 


—- 1 mons) 





| Belt (#7) constricting the flow of water ( Y ): STAGNATE; STAY. 







NB: 2ASTRINGENT juice (of unripe persim- 














ジュ ウ 


: as し ぶ し ぶ ( い ) し ぶ ( る ) 













Ope ゅ うた ぃ delay, retardation, stagnation 
CN GN E 1233 
ZOU こう つう 3 じゅ うぅ たい traffic jam 
E MRE EEE et 0102, 0159, 1233 
2 渋 茶 し ぶち ゃ strong tea .i 0603 
②③ 渋い し ぶ い astringent; glum; sober (color); refined 
答え を 渋る こたえ を し ぶる be reluctant to answer 


















' TAKE IN 


| Refers to the ASTRINGENT, puckery taste of unripe persimmons. S8-11, converging on one 
point, suggest the contracting action of the tongue caused by a puckery flavor, and offer a 
visual shortcut to M2. This relates to MI NOT GO SMOOTHLY via the Idea of pulling tightly 
together—and stopping up ( 止 ) 一 as in a traffic jam (V2). See note at 5& 0885. 





"  |?ACT AS REGENT 
AS y | セツ 
と (る )* 












③④ 摂取 する せっ し ゅ する take (in), ingest, Tom 


1 カロ リー の 摂取 量 カロ リー の せっ し ゅ りょう 
caloric intake .ee 0059, 0538 

?摄政 せっ し ょ う regency; regent.............. 0246 

< 摂関 家 せっ か ん け line ofregents .....0451,0219 


摂氏 (= セ 氏 ) せっ し に も し ) Celsius, centigrade 
人 に と 0476 














1! DO; act 
2 SAKE, benefit 








4 
た め * な ( す )* 








Related graphically and semantically to 取 0059, and (unofficially) sharing with it the read- 
ing と る . Refers to TAKING IN nutrition, so picture the hand (4 ) TAKING IN the ear (Ef) as 

HE food and S10-13 as the ear now dissolved in the stomach: Associate M2 ACT AS REGENT with 
Tu TAKING IN someone else's responsibility. See note at 5& 0885. 


1 為政者 いせ いし ゃ statesman 0246, 0107 
@ 行 为 こう い act, deed, conduct.............. 0055 
不正 を 為す ふせ い を な す commitan injustice 

et a ee ed a 0049, 0043 


為替 か ゎ せ money order, exchange........ 1167 
②… の 為 に .… の た め に forthe sake of... 











| Visualize as a galloping team of horses. In the horses’ purposeful galloping, see an image of 
determined action done to attain an objective. The horses DO (MI), but they don't “just do 
it^; they DO with a specific interest in mind, a “SAKE” 














FALSIFY, deceive Offi& «v5 forgery, fabrication 
偽証 きしょう perjury 
Off 2 いっ ゎ る falsify, deceive 
ギ 〇 偽物 に せ も の sham, imitation, fake, forgery 
いつ わ ( る ) に せ T 

















B Think of a man ( ) deceiving his team of horses (Z5) (e.g., "We're almost there, boys!"). 


ow 据 1352 


' PARTICIPATE BMT 5 さん か する participate, join 
? VISIT A HOLY PLACE; go somewhere; | 参戦 さん せん participation in a war 
refer to 9282 まい る [humble] go/come; visita holy place 
" ? 泽 参 ちさ ん lateness, tardiness 
iv (2) 2 参考 «475 reference, consultation 























BB In this kanji try to visualize the act of VISITING A HOLY PLACE (specifically, a Shinto shrine). 


Take 大 as a large shrine hall, and ム as the 千 木 (ちぎ ) crossbeams on the ridge of its roof. 
$6-8, evoking a sense of perspective in the way they get smaller as they go up, suggest the 
act of approaching the shrine from a distance. This image also serves us well for the second- 
ary sense go somewhere (and likewise refer to, which is to "go somewhere for additional 
information"). It also suggests MI PARTICIPATE, from the idea of participating in a shrine 
ceremony. 


1 MISERABLE, wretched @ 惨 事 さ 4 disaster, tragic incident, catastrophe 
2 CRUEL uH 


! 惨 状 さ 4 じ ょ 3 pitiful situation 

! 惨 敗 さん ば い miserable defeat 0830 

| サン ザン や 惨め な 思い を する みじめ な お も い を する feel 

み じ ( め ) miserable 0142 

2 惨殺 する ざん さっ する murdercruelly, 
slaughter 

Let S9-TI suggest repeated waves of pain penetrating ever deeper into one's heart ( 7): MISER- 

ABLE; CRUEL. Now a note on differentiating some look-alike kanji: Note how the direction and 

number of sloping strokes differs between & 0360/ 終 0957/3 0361/ F& 0338 (two strokes, 

written downward from left to right), and Z 1238/18 1239/4 1676 (three strokes, written 

downward from right to left). Two strokes are written downward from left to right, whereas 

three strokes are written downward from right to left. Practice writing these kanji, noting espe- 

cially the differences between & (based on three-stroke 久 ) and 修 (based on four-stroke AZ). 


PHONETIC [ro] OME ふぁ bath 
語呂 ご ろ sound harmony 

















トー 
u 














This character is used phonetically to represent the sound © (ro). See it as one katakana sign 
ロ (ro) stacked upon another, and remember it as the ロ of ふろ (bath, V1). Also used in 

V2 語呂 (ごろ), which juxtaposes two rhyming syllables as a way to signify the meaning of 
“sound harmony" or euphony. 








COMPANION 





OHE は 4 り ょ partner, companion 
僧侣 x50 Buddhist monk 











| Ihe word "COMPANION" originally referred to the person with whom one would break bread 
(Latin: panis). This makes it a good keyword for a kanji that can refer not only to a partner 
(VI) but also to a Buddhist monk (V2). F gives us a clear image of two similar forms standing 
side-by-side; with 4 , this easily suggests a pair of COMPANIONS. 


1ROYAL PALACE 
2 SHINTO SHRINE 


1 王宮 ぉ うき ゅ う king's palace, royal palace ...0072 


1 宮内庁 く < な いち ょ う Imperial Household Agency 
0215, 0441 





キュ ウ Z5 7 
みや 


HE じん ぐう Shinto shrine; Grand Shrine at Ise 





[ 子宮 し きゅう uterus, womb 

















I In the next two entries visualize £1 as a large two-story structure. With a roof over it (~), it 
represents a ROYAL PALACE or large SHINTO SHRINE. c 官 0290 


! OPERATE, manage 
? BARRACKS, camp 





エイ 
いと な ( む ) 





① 営 業 す る えい ぎょ うす る do business, trade in 


! 運営 する うん えい する operate, manage.…0584 


1 名 古屋 市 営 な ご ゃ し ぇ い operated by the city 
of Nagoya 0269, 0254, 0252, 0205 


① 営 む いと な む manage, operate 
| 兵 営 へ いえ ぇ い barracks 








LL 
E The next three entries follow 学 0099 and 覚 0325 as far as $5, but derive from traditional 
forms crowned by two fires K (contrast 党 with 学 ). For this ^fire-crown" group, we'll 
visualize "v as glowing fire, shining lights, or brilliant flowers. Here they are shining lights, 
indicating that this two-story establishment (E) is open for business, i.e., now OPERATING. 
Connect this with M2 by thinking of a BARRACKS or camp as a place for conducting military 


OPERATIONS. 


FIREFLY 








BOK (tue (に ほたる び ) light of a firefly 
*SS けい せっ diligent study 
蛍光 けい こぅ fluorescent 


ご 蛍光 和 灯 けい こう と う 3 fluorescent lamp/light 
0137, 0440 





ORODJE ほたる の ひか り firefly glow; “Auld Lang 
0137 





WEE Glowing fire (v) + insect ($): FIREFLY. 

















' FLOURISH, thrive Dž 2 さか ぇ る flourish, thrive 

? GLORY OR えい よう nutrition, nourishment 

2 栄光 丸 こ ぅ glory 

エイ 2 栄転 えい て 4 promotion 

さか (える ) は ( え ) - ば ( え ) は (える ) | * 見 栄え み ば ぇ appearance, show, display. ..0083 














Tree (AX) covered in brilliant flowers (7): FLOURISH/thrive; GLORY. 


HONOR, glory KE zo honor, glory, distinction 1245 
9 名 誉 ゅ ぃ ょ honor, glory; dignity 0269 


名 誉 教授 ibeueeoUe honorary professor, 
= professor emeritus 0269, 0632, 1123 


ほ ま ( れ ) 〇 国 の 誉れ くに の ほ まれ national glory 0075 











Lc 








The next two entries also use "v to abbreviate their old crowns, but note how these differ 
from "fire-crown" above. In any case, stick with the image of brilliant flowers. Here big (K, 
from 54-6) brilliant flowery words confer HONOR/glory. Do not confuse ŽA ( ほ ま れ , 
glory) with 褒め る (ほめ る , praise, 0703). 


' NOMINATE, cite OX 2 き ょ よ うす る appoint 
2 NOTEWORTHY ACT ① 例 を 挙げ る れい を あげる cite an example.…0721 


3RAISE (one's hand) EE Jon brilliant achievement, heroic 
pam eed/feat 


3 2 P A 
あ ( げ る ) あ ( が る ) i n rüsing/iokdingup ones hadd = 


0046 

















First visualize the hand (F) RAISING a big (4-6) bundle of brilliant flowers for people to 
see. Then associate this image of RAISING an object up for public appreciation with MI NOM- 
INATE. This in turn relates to M3 NOTEWORTHY ACT, which may be cause for one's being 
NOMINATED for something. sa 25 1248 


拳 骨 げん こっ fist 
鉄拳 て っ けん clenched fist 
拳銃 けん じゅ う pistol, handgun 
OU AS じゃ ん けん rock-paper-scissors 
〇 拳 を 固め る こぶ し を か た め る close one’s fist 0260 

















B Note carefully the differences between this and the previous entry. One difference is that 
this entry has an extra horizontal stroke. That gives us five tightly packed horizontal strokes, 
one for each knuckle in a tightly closed FIST. Use the greater density of horizontal strokes (as 
compared to 挙 above) as a visual cue. var 举 1247 














CHERRY 〇 桜花 ぉ ぅ か cherry blossoms 

〇 桜の 木 さ <5 の き cherry tree 
山桜 ゃ ま ざ く < ら wild cherry tree 
桜井 さ < ら い Sakurai [surname] 

















$ : A shower of CHERRY blossoms (^v) falls over a woman (3s body from a CHERRY tree (#). 








2 COME TO TERMS 9 妥协 た きょう compromise, agreement, 
s 7 understanding .ee 0543 
2 
是 “Hi な けっ compromise, agreement, 
6 understanding .ee 0516 
ググ 妥当 な た と うな proper appropriate ........ 0141 











ERE! Visualize a claw (*v) stroking a woman (2 s head, in a gesture of concession or compro- | 
mise: COME TO TERMS. Note the difference between ツ here and ^v in the previous entry. 


党 7 











— 
N 


BLOOM O 稼 が 咲い て いる さく 5 が さい て いる the cherries 
areinbloom ess 1249 


咲き 溢れ る さき こぼれ る blossom profusely 0415 
早咲き は ゃ ざき early blooming, early flowering 
0143 





狂い 咲く < る いさ < bloom out of season ...0736 





Fee Earlier we saw X as a barricade (see BE 0451 and 送 0455). In the next two entries, however, 
| L1 30 | visualize it as blossoms (S4-5) from heaven CK). Here let mouth (L1) suggest blowing, and 


perceive blossoms being blown from heaven (i.e., falling from the sky) at BLOOMING time. 


0310 


| 9 | 





IMPERIAL WE 騰 の 6AM Our 











: This character corresponds to the imperial first-person pronoun チン . Think of it as com- 
bining blossoms from heaven ( X) with the idea of incarnation (from H flesh): "WE who 
incarnate heavenly blossoms ... 











STEM, stalk O 球 茎 き ぁ 3 け ぃ bulb, corm 

地下 茎 ちか けい subterranean shoot, rootstock 
0187, 0040 

22 長い 茎 の 有る バラ な が いく き の あ る バラ long- 

の Stemmed rose 0091, 0400 

~ KE acrem writing brush 

















Recall that E represents a cross-shaped plant. X. depicts a hand, which here winds the plant 
into a straight fiber. Thus Æ, which replaces the old form S, signifies straight. With + here, 
it refers to the straight part of a plant: the STEM or stalk. For this character and the ones that 
follow, use the straight vertical stroke of E as a visual shortcut to the meaning straight. 


1PATH @ 径 路 (ue path; process 

2 DIAMETER ! 小径 し ょ うけ い (= こみ ち ) path, lane 
②③ 直径 ちょ っ けい diameter 

ケイ 2 半径 は ん けい radius 

2 口径 こう けい caliber, bore; diameter 























| Go(4) + straight (X): PATH; DIAMETER. 


MYSTERIOUS 怪 聞 か いぶ 4 strange rumor, scandal 


9 怪物 か いぶ っ monster; ghost, goblin; 
mysterious figure 


怪獣 か いじ ゅ うぅ monster; beast 
カイ ケ * 


: OREL v ぁゃ し い doubtful; suspicious; strange, 
あや (し い ) あや (し も ) mysterious; uncanny 


怪我 けが injury, wound; accident 


This character is MYSTERIOUS in that, unlike the other characters in this group based on X, 
its on-yomi is not ケイ and its meaning does not suggest any intuitive relationship with 
straight. The MYSTERY is solved if we consider that it is the only character in this group that did 
not derive from a simplification of SÉ, the origin of said reading and meaning. This character 
is easily recognized in that only 个 heart/mind among the radicals in this set is germane to 
the meaning MYSTERIOUS. Needless to say its MYSTERIOUSness is a useful mnemonic for its 
abnormal reading. . 














軽量 けい りょう light weight 
O 軽 食 けい し ょ < light meal, snack 


軽視 する けい し する make light of, despise; 
XE 0623 





| ケイ "m nee 
か る ( い ) か ろ ( や か ) 軽い か る い light, slight 
軽やか か ろ や か light airy 








ニニ 








l A car (Œ) feels “heavy” when one must steer it back and forth. By contrast, a car moving 
straight (2&) feels LIGHT. 











B Associate straight (Œ) thread (#) with a continuous line or "thread" PASSING down THROUGH 
space or time, such as a line of longitude, the long columns in which Buddhist SUTRAS were 
recorded, the long-term MANAGEMENT of an organization's affairs, or the act of PASSING 
THROUGH a location or one's own life experience. The most important compound for M2 
appears in 1260 below. A simple example for M3 is お 経 (お きょう , sutra). See Halpern for 
many more didactic examples. vs 











者 210 
X 


1768 








1 PASS THROUGH, longitude 
? MANAGE 
| SUTRA, scripture 











ティ キョ ウ 
へ (る ) た ( つ )* 









の 経験 けい けん experience 


! 経緯 けい い longitude and latitude; puteus 
course A events EE a EE 0660 






0383, 0448 


1 十 年 を 経て じゅ う ね ん を へ て afterten years 
SN の 0005, 0117 













£ 0660 


EQUAL, uniform 








セイ 





L 








均 斉 きん せい symmetry sss 0394 
ソー 斉 に いっ せい に all together, all at once, 
simultaneously. cece. 0002 








10BSERVE RELIGIOUS ABSTINENCE 
? STUDY (room) 


Earlier we learned to see X: as a person sitting behind a desk with crossed legs, which we 
can associate here with studying. S6-7 resemble an equals sign. This can be taken to suggest 
a uniform curriculum of study, but | suggest you simply use it as a visual cue for EQUAL (cf. 
均 0394). Note the old forms for the next four entries. sg 斎 1259 








L 


サイ 








ORK さい か い purification 

1 斎 日 さい じ っ day of religious abstinence .. 
! 斎 場 さい じ ょ 3 funeral parlor 

2 書斎 し ょ さい study, library 


.0001 





Replaces the equals sign in the previous entry with an altar (7R), thus suggesting the idea of 








1SETTLE, pay back, come to an end 
2 RELIEVE, save 





サイ 
す ( む ) - ず ( み ) - ず み す ( ま な い ) 
す ( ま す ) - す ほす) す (まほ せる) 


| “studying religiously’: OBSERVE RELIGIOUS ABSTINENCE; STUDY (room). «= 












FF 1258 


ORBITS へ 4 さい する repay; reimburse. ..0378 
1 完済 か ん さい full payment, liquidation .... 0633 
ざ 済 む すむ be settled, be concluded 

2 救済 する きゅう さい する relieve, save, mus 


GS 1257 











"Water( ) + equal (3$) suggests the level surface of still, SETTLED water. Associate the 
actions of paying someone back or SETTLING an account with the idea of "leveling the 
waters.” Next, associate MI SETTLE with M2 RELIEVE/save, via the idea of resolving an unset- 
tled situation. 




















PREPARATION, medicine 




















ご 薬剤 ゃ < ざい medicine, drugs ............. 
調剤 する ちょ うざい する prepare medicines 0306 
調合 剤 ちょ ぅ っ ご うざい preparation, mixture 

NN 906.0277 

O 洗 剤 を 4 ざい detergent, cleanser … 0135 

殺虫 剤 さっ ちゅ うざい insecticide 








DISSECT 
























解剖 する か いぼ うす る dissect, anatomize, 
conduct an autopsy; analyze 0 


解剖 学 か いぼ ぅ がく anatomy.......... 0345, 0099 


生体 解剖 せい た いか いぼ う vivisection 
人 0036, 0062, 0345 





BB Recall very short person from 部 0068 and 倍 0069, standing on top of a box to make him- 
self taller. Here picture slicing ( I] ) him apart from the box: DISSECT. c= 剤 1261 








ATTEND UPON A SUPERIOR 














BE Appears much less often than 部 0068, so our goal is to be able to recognize when very 
short person appears in the unaccustomed position in relation to P. Let this special situation 
suggest that the very short person is showing special deference to $ in letting it go first, as if 
he were ATTENDING UPON A SUPERIOR. The most important compound using this character 
appears at # 1510. «= 部 0068 





CULTIVATE 


A | 
バイ 
つ ち か (②) 














The very short person, being close to the ground (£), specializes in CULTIVATION. The reading 
つ ち か う (cultivate) in V2 is easily remembered by thinking of it as “raising the soil": つ ち 
(soil) + か う (raise animals, see fii] 0823). Note that kanji in which ¥ appears at the right 
(i.e., in the phonetic position) are pronounced 7 バイ . 






















OW uva dining with a superior ......0288 

階 席 ば ぃ せき sitting with one’s superior. ..0279 

WERE uec attending on the nobility; retainer 
388 











〇 培養 する ば いよ うす る cultivate, culture, 
incubate .a 0500 


〇 培う っ ちか うぅ raise; cultivate 


愛国 心 を 培う あい こく し ん を つ ち か う fostera 
patriotic spirit .................... 0778, 0075, 0056 














COMPENSATE, indemnify O 賠 償 す る ば いし ょ うす る indemnify, compensate 
0323 


賠償 金 ば いし ょ うき 4 indemnity, reparation 
0323, 0029 














Here we offer money (H) to the very short person to COMPENSATE/indemnify him for his 
always having to stand on top of a box. 








Re 8 STICK ON, paste 貼付 する ちょ うふ する (= て ん ぶす る ) tiklan) 
paste, append ee, 0064 


OBES は る stick(on), paste 
- PEO + 貼り 合わ せる は りあ わせ る paste together 0227 


J^ は (る ) - ば 0) 貼り 付け る は り っ け る stick (on), päste; append 














貼り 紙 は り が ぁ sticker, label, poster.… 0478 


M Review 占 0348. Convinced that like attracts like, the fortune-teller attempts to draw more 
上 154| money (R) his way by pasting a seashell to the wall of the building behind his booth. 
























粘土 ね 4 と ay edu 
粘液 ね ん えき muCUs 0470 
粘着 剤 ね ん ちゃ < ざい glue, adhesive 0940, 1261 
ヒー 粘る ね ば る be sticky; persevere 
ね ば (る ) 粘り 強い ね ば り づ よい tenacious, stick-to-itive; 
persistent oo... en 0423 





















B To keep a firm grip on your hand, the fortune-teller (5) applies STICKY rice (Y) to it. Stare 
at 粘 a moment and imagine the STICKINESS. To avoid confusing with the previous entry, 
remember that while here the rice itself is STICKY, in 貼 the seashell is just STUCK ON. 









BALANCE, weigh 〇 均衡 きん こぅ balance, equilibrium 0394 
平衡 へ ぃ こう equilibrium, balance 0334 


度量 衡 と りょう こう weights and measures 
0280, 0538 

















| Interpret the center of this character as a big-tailed fish ( 魚 fish+ 大 big). Here he is being 
weighed on an old-fashioned scale. The weight is determined when the left and right sides 
(f T) are in BALANCE. ss 衝 1567 








349 


















EXCHANGE: replace 


amice As aap AE E e mM ce e s tia ae. 0775 
り 交 換 す る こう か ん する exchange, interchange, 





t カン 


か (える ) - か (える ) か (わる ) 









barter, substitute. .ee. 

ドル を 円 に 換え る ドル を ぇ ん に か える convert dollars 
into Ye 0013 

O 乗 り 換え る の りか える change (trains), transfer... 1005 














EXCHANGING one big-tailed fish for another. 





CALL (out) 








Take $È as a variant of big-tailed fish, introduced in the previous entry. Here picture the hand 






召喚 する し ょ うか ん する summon, cite, 
subpoena... 1103 


喚問 か ん も 4 SUMMmONS .i 0452 
OE か ん せい shout, yell, scream, clamor. . .0529 








H- Anyone who has seen the carp that swim in Japanese gardens has been impressed by the size 







of their mouths, and the manner in which they use 





‘BREAK OFF, cut off 
? COME TO AN END 
3WITHOUT MATCH 
ゼ ツ 

た (える ) た (や す ) た ( つ ) 








big-tailed carp (®) opening its mouth (L1) to CALL (out) for food. 





them to demand food. Here imagine a 









1 絶縁 ぜ っ ぇ ん breaking off relations; insulation, 
isolatiOn a, em de a annee anaa 0610 
ぐ 連 絡 を 絶つ れん らく を た つっ severthe connection 
RSS DS 0582, 0790 
③ 通 信 は 絶え た っ うし ん は た えた correspondence has 
Ceased 0159.0063 
2 絶滅 ぜ っ ゅ っ extermination; extinction ....... 1149 
9 絶対 ぜったい absoluteness; absolute; absolutely 
e Ns 0650 
















EXEMPTION, license, escape 


BÀ Recall 色 0528 COLOR/EROS. Let us assume that coloring thread ( ) weakens it, making it 
more likely to BREAK OFF. MI BREAK OFF clearly relates to M2 COME TO AN END, which in 
turn relates to M3 WITHOUT MATCH, via the idea of something reaching its acme. 










免税 めん ぜ い taxexemption 


O 御 免 ご めん {your) pardon; decline, refusal; 
Dermissi0n ee 0862 











メン 
ま ぬ か (れる ) ま ぬ が ( れ る ) 





免状 めん じょう license, diploma............. 0616 
免職 めん し ょ く dismissal, release............ 1087 


〇 免れ る まめ ぬか れる (= まぬがれ る ) be exempted 
from; escape 
















vs 色 0528 





B 免 may have derived the meaning escape from the swiftness of the RABBIT 免 / 更 (unlisted), 
in which we can discern the rabbit's long ears, large eyes, and long legs, with a separate 
stroke added for a carrot. The present entry lacks the carrot, but will still mean escaping 
rabbit as a grapheme. The mnemonic keyword for 免 as a stand-alone kanji is "EXEMPTION." 





LET SLIP deviate from the norm R いっ きゅう muffedball, missed ball .…1099 


RES 2 いっ きす る missa chance, lose an 
Opportunity 047 


JOE いっ だ っ deviation, departure from the 
11? 





MGR ほう いっ self-indulgence, looseness... 0574 
逸品 いっ ぴ 4 superb article 


| Here we observe escaping rabbit (SG) slipping off the back of a truck (3_), signifying LET 
SLIP. See the next entry for further explanation. es #4 1274 











ENDEAVOR 勉強 べ ん き ょ う study, hard work; selling cheap, 


勉强 家 べ ん き ょ うか hard worker uie 


勉強 不足 ベ ん きょう ぶ そ < insufficient study/ 
diligence 0423, 0049, 0044 


勉学 べ ん が < study 











ニル ーー 

MS Learn to recognize this kanji by how it differs from the last one. In the previous entry, there 
is nothing to pin down the escaping rabbit (92), so he slips off the back of the truck. Here 
a strong force (77) pins him down, preventing his escape and "forcing" him to ENDEAVOR. 
Train your eye to notice whether escaping rabbit is pinned down or not. vs» 3% 1273 








每 晚 まい ば ん every evening/night 
O 晩 ご 飯 ば ん ご は ん supper 
一 晚 中 ひと ば 4 じゅ 3 allnightlong.…0002.0035 
晩年 ば ん ね ん late in life 
晩 に ば 4 に inthe evening 








A 





ME The sun (H) escapes ( 免 ) EVENING. 





PERMIT, authorize O 許 可 き ょ か permission, approval, authorization 
0d 


許容 する き ょ よ うす る tolerate, allow, permit 1037 
— 免許 めん き ょ license, permit 

特許 と っ き ょ patent; concession 
O 許 す ゆる す permit, authorize; forgive, pardon 











E Review 午 0115. Employers PERMIT/authorize their workers to speak (i3) at the Hour of the 
Horse (£F-)—the noontime break. mw 詐 1794 
















‘PHENOMENON, outward manifestation; ' 気象 きしょう atmospheric phenomena, weather 
image conditions .ee 0126 
? ELEPHANT eos げん し ょ う 2 phenomenon iste dena 0706 


| ee 


ショ ウ 








[2 REEL M ELE es 


1 印象 いん し ょ う impression................... 
②③ アフ リカ 象 アフ リカ ぞう African elephant 
Resembles an ELEPHANT, complete with a trunk (51-2), two large ears (S3-6), and a fly-consuming 


bird (S11) perched on its back. Being such a plainly visible image, this is also an apt represen- 
tation of MI PHENOMENON/outward manifestation; image. ms (£ 1278 





































IMAGE, likeness 





映像 えい ぞ ぅ (TV) picture, image; reflection 
0329 





画像 な ぞう portrait, likeness................ 
〇 想像 する そう ぞう する imagine .............. 0683 
O 仏 像 ぶっ そ ぅ image of Buddha; Buddhist statue 


自画像 じ な を ぅ self-portrait........... 


B! Here see the an( イ ) sculpting an IMAGE in the likeness of the elephant ($). Imagine the 
elephant posing in the last entry and the human sculptor here copying its IMAGE in a statue 
(see VI in the next entry). The previous entry represents the PHENOMENON itself; this entry is 
a likeness made in its IMAGE. os 22 1277 





ゾウ 

















O 彫 像 ちょ うそ ぞう carved statue 
彫金 ちょ うき ん metal carving, chasing ......0029 


0 
Wa 〇 彫る ほる carve, engrave 
トー |^ . 
ü P Fay 木彫 り き ぼ り woodcarving.................. 0028 








CARVE, engrave 








ほ ( る ) - ぼ ( り ) 浮き 彫り 3 き ぼ り (high) relief 0613 

















©) At JE 0147 we learned to visualize Z as a chiseling action. Now review 周 0304, which brings 
to this entry the sense of periphery/around. We thus obtain an image of going around the 
periphery of an object chiseling (Z) it: CARVE/engrave. «= 形 0147 











m SCENE, outlook 9 背景 iov. background; backing; stage) 
scenery, setting, scene. .ee 0124 
t. 風景 ふぅ けい scenery, landscape, view. ....0425 
F 夜景 や けい nightview/scene............... 0467 
di 9 景气 tue things, times; business conditions 














Picture this as a panoramic vista of the capital (3X) with the sun (H) in the background shin- 
ing down on it: SCENE/outlook. 




















SHADOW, image, silhouette 






ご 影像 えい そ ぅ 3 image; shadow, phantom... 1278 


ASG じん えい に ひと か げ ) human figure; shadow 
ofa person... 0015 










15 エイ 


2 Br 
P y 





投影 と うえ ぇ い castshadow; projection .......0517 


影 を 映す か げ を うつす mirorthe image (of) 
Dp a ea 0329 
O 


| HIS お も か げ face; vestige, traces .......... 0175 













SHADOW/silhouette/image. 





PHOTOGRAPH 


^ < . . . " . 
Here Z can be visualized as rays of light projecting a scene ($) onto a movie screen: 


特撮 と < さっ specialeffects.................. 








サ ツ 
と (る ) - ど ( り ) 










写真 を 撮る し ゃ し 4 を と る takeapicture 
On あこ 0859, 0838 

















SET ABOUT, enter upon 


f Ignore 最 0196 MOST and instead derive the meaning from the constituent graphemes, HX 
representing take and H (sun) representing light. The entire character thus represents the act 
of using one's hand (¥) to “take” some light: PHOTOGRAPH. 













9 就 职 Le し < finding employment ....... 1087 
就任 し ゅ うに 4 assumption of office ........ 0372 
就学 する し ゅ う が < す る enterschool........ 0099 










シュ ウ ジュ 


つく ) つ ( け る ) 





1 に つい 
〇 職 に 就く し ょ < に っ < take up employment... 1087 


役 に 就 ける ゃ < に っ ける place (someone) ina 
POSION anioe e esent 0518 





L 










upon. 





B. È recalls 沈 0655 SINK. Here let the sinking trajectory of S10 suggest settle. We can thus 
visualize a person's arriving in the capital (5%) to settle into a new job: SET ABOUT/enter 





リョ ウ 
すず (し い ) すず ( む ) 














ME See drops of water (Y ) being sprinkled on the capital (3X) to keep it COOL. 





涼 気 りょう き coolair.. oe. 
涼風 りょう ふう に すず か ぜ ) cool breeze ......0425 
〇 清涼 な せい りょう な cool refreshing......... 0974 
〇 涼し い すず し い cool, refreshing 

涼む すず む cool oneself 





























Off PS ぱい に < whale meat 

fiii] げ い ゅ whale oil 

MRTA げ い いん する drink heavily 
ゲイ WA げ い るい cetaceans 
くじ ら 鯨 座 <L ら 5 ざ the Whale, Cetus 

















SEPARATE 隔絶 する moya be separated, be isolated 
1271 


0857 





+ 隔週 に か < し ゅ うに every other week 
OTA へ だ て る separate; partition 
隔 た る へ だ た る be apart, be distant 


し 
カク 
へ だ (て る ) へ だ (た る ) 








上 














| lodine is most commonly found in solution. See $4-7 as “lo,’ representing an iodine crystal. 
Here it is dropped into a tripod cauldron (S8-13), in which the iodine atoms are SEPARATED 
(in the polar directions indicated by S10 and S11). See next entry for further explanation. The 
reading へ だ た る suggests “to SEPARATE as far apart as head and tail.” «= 融 1287 


'FUSE 1 溶融 よう ゆう ぅ melting, fusion 

2FINANCE の 融合 ゅ 3 ご う fusion 

@ 人 金融 きん ゅ 2 finance, circulation of money... 0029 
ユウ | 融资 ゅ ぅ し financing, advance of funds, p 





2 融通 ゅ うず う financing, accommodation; 
| flexibility 











B (Continuing from the previous entry) These two kanji are more or less opposite in meaning. 


In Ba, B points down: the iodine crystal drops into the cauldron and its atoms are SEPA- 
RATED. In BÉ, Œ points up: the iodine atoms rise out of the solution and FUSE back 
together. M1 FUSE relates to M2 FINANCE via the idea of "making ends meet.” mr 隅 1286 


LIKENESS 〇 肖像 し ょ うそ う portrait, likeness 
肖像 画 し ょ う ぞ う が portrait 1278, 0176 
不肖 ふし ょ 3 notlikeone'sfather; unworthy 


[humbleli, myself 0049 








URN 





| Here try to visualize the act of chiseling a hard material into a LIKENESS. $1-3 can be seen as 


strokes of the chisel coming down on the sculpture, or, alternatively, fragments or sparks fly- 
ing up from it (compare this with 当 0141, 形 0147, and Fi 1279). As a component grapheme, 
月 will most often represent sparks or fragments. = 尚 0184 





















‘EXTINGUISH, disappear @ 消 防 し ょ うぅ ぼう firefighting 
2SPEND, consume 1 消滅 し ょ うめ っ extinction, disappearance. ..1149 
















の 消え る き ぇ る beextinguished, vanish 
Jay 1 消す け す extinguish; tum off 
き (える ) け ( す ) * 消 費 す る し ょ う ひ する consume, spend.....1189 
















E (Continuing from the previous entry) Here we see water (Y ) being poured on the hot sparks 
( 肖 ) to EXTINGUISH them. M2 SPEND is an extended meaning. Note that all characters in 
which 肖 appears at the right or center are pronounced ショ ウ . 


















硝石 し ょ う せ き saltpeter oo. 
硝酸 し ょ うさ ん nitricacid isis 0800 
9 硝 莫 し ょ う ゃ < gunpowder 0303 
yay 硝 煙 し ょ うえ 4 gunpowdersmoke.......... 0768 
硝子 が ら す glass. 


























n B An important component of gunpowder is NITER (potassium nitrate), here represented as a 
stone (Ñ) that produces sparks (Ej). esr 硫 1060 











TIP OF A TWIG 松 の 模 まっ の こ ず ぇ topofapinetree ..... 
構 を 払う こ ず ぇ を は 5 う top atree 0812 


末梢 まっ し 3 tip end; tip ofatwig......... 























Now see the three strokes at the top of 肖 as the very TIPS OF THE TWIGS at the end of the 
branches of a tree (#), flaring out in every direction like flying sparks (3). 














1 s CUT BY CHIPPING CO 削除 さ <c ょ deletion, elimination, cancellation 
Do mE 0996 
i 研削 けん さく grinding .oe 0724 
T BARU か いさ < excavation, cutting, digging. ..0450 
けず (る ) 削減 さく げん curtailment, reduction .......1148 

OR けず る whittle, shave, cut by chipping 



















Here a knife ( 1] ) CHIPS away at hard material, sending fragments (Hj) flying. Of this set of six 
characters based on 肖 (including the next entry), this is the only one in which Ff appears at 

the left side, rather than at the right or center. That’s our hint that this is the one pronounced 
47, rather than ショ ウ . 

























EARLY EVENING 春宵 L ゅ 4 しょ う spring evening 
OB OLI よい の < を early evening 


BORE よい の みょう じょう 3 evening star, Venus 
0024.0755 


0228 














| Visualize an old-fashioned television set with a rabbit-ears antenna (Fi), under the roof of a 
house (^). The image represents the time of day when people have returned home and are 
sitting down to watch TV: prime time (EVENING). m f 1891, 尚 0184 


BANQUET C 宴 会 えん か い dinner party, banquet, feast 0226 
AS NAA banquet 

宴席 ぇ ん せき banquet hall, dinner party... 0279 
ry TRE し ょ ぅ ぇ ん invitation to a party; party... 1104 
うた げ * 歓迎 宴 か ん げ い ぇ 4 welcome party..1131,1139 














"x The point has already been made that recognizing the anachronistic gender associations 





inherent in kanji such as this one is not tantamount to endorsing them. This kanji shows a 
woman (4£) under a roof (^) all day (H) preparing a BANQUET. Do not confuse with the 
name-use kanji 2 PEACEFUL SUNSET. 


HOMETOWN 郷里 きょう り one's old home, native place.… 0531 
郷土 きょう と one’s birthplace 
9 故乡 2445 (= ふる さめ hometown, birthplace 
0257 
キョ ウ ゴウ 愛 卿 心 あい きょう し ん love for one’s hometown 
さと * 0778, 0056 
望郷 の 念 ぼう きょう の ね ん homesickness 
1066, 0230 

















91-3 is a version of 必 child (see 条 0112). $4-8 is the abbreviated version of 民 that we use 
when something appears to the right of it. Given the presence of 必 、 child, 民 here suggests 
little boy (see BR 0282). Observe the two little ones exploring all the way to the wall (R) that 
surrounds their HOMETOWN. 


BANQUET OMS きょう ぇ 4 banquet 
"ELS きょう ぉ う treat, feast, banquet 
2 5 きょう する treat, provide dinner for 




















B The meals one takes in one's hometown tend to be holiday feasts. Thus "eat (ft) + hometown 
(485)" clearly suggests BANQUET. The top of this kanji has not been officially standardized in 
its form with 9, but you will also see it in standardized form (as in the reference box at left), 
and can certainly write it that way. va" 3 1297 




























REVERBERATE 音響 ぉ ん きょう sound, acoustics 





反響 は ん きょう echo, reverberation; response, 

repercussİONS... eee 7 

as |a 5 影響 えい きょう influence, effect.............. 1281 

Z ひび ( く ) 交響 曲 こう きょう きょく symphony......0102, 0503 
OE ひび < reverberate 








— L L 

d The fact that the hometown (#8) is surrounded by town walls ( 5) means that sounds (#7) 
within the town tend to REVERBERATE. Note that both kanji incorporating #6 follow its 
principal on reading, キョ ウ . ms 38 1296 























CASTLE, fort 〇 城下 町 じょう か まち castletown........ 
落城 5< じ ょ 3 fallofacastle ................. 0793 
' 大 阪 城 お ぉ さか じょう Osaka Castle....0033, 0376 
ジョ ウ 万 里 の 長城 ば ん り の ちょ うじ ょ う The Great Wall 
3 LA (ofChina) .…………/…………… 0018, 0531, 0091 
城 本 し ろ る と Shiromoto [surname]......... 0031 











B Review 成 0070 BECOME/ACHIEVE (wholeness). For the present entry, first note that Japa- 
nese castles consist mainly of long, defensive earthworks. Then imagine the process of build- 
ing these great earthen ramparts and think of earth (E) becoming ( 成 ) a CASTLE. ms 域 1154 













SINCERITY, truth 誠実 せい じ っ sincerity, honesty, faith ...... 


9 诚意 せい い sincerity, good faith............ 0151 
xm E, E 忠誠 ちゅ う せ い faithfulness, fidelity......... 0644 





O 誠 に まこ と に truly, really; very, extremely 











BEBÉ When one speaks with SINCERITY, words (X) become (成 ) reality. «= 試 1028 





O 盛 大 な せい だ いな prosperous; grand, 
magnificent ee 0 


全盛 ぜん せい prime,zenith s 0078 
O 盛 る も る heap up; fill (a bowl/tray) 





PROSPER; heap up 















セイ ジョ ウ , 

も (る ) さか (る ) さか (ん ) © さか る prosper, thrive 

盛ん な 商売 さか ん な し ょ うば い thriving business 
pon s "nn 0351, 0353 


BI A plate (1) achieves wholeness (成 ) or PROSPERITY when food is heaped up on it. See 成 
as literally heaped up on the plate, symbolizing PROSPERITY. 



























FLOURISHING 











OERZ おぉ う せい な vigorous, NUDE 
condition 1300 





E king E.) and day (H) suggest the FLOURISHING times of a dynasty's heyday. Focus your 
efforts on learning VI, this character's only compound in common use. 





"TRAY 
? BON FESTIVAL 





ボン 








! 菓子 盆 か し ぼん cake tray 
Offi ぽん ち basin, valley 


! 盆 に 果物 を 盛る ぼん に くだ も の を る る stack fruit 
uponatray 0599, 0172, 1300 


245$5U ぼん まっ つり Bon Festival 
9154 お ぼん Bon festival 





Visualize 分 as the divided pieces of a cake, placed onto a TRAY for serving. M2 BON FESTIVAL 
comes from the use of this character in phonetically transcribing the festival's Sanskrit name. 


my TE 0673 





LID 








ガイ 
ふた 








BERE ず が いこ っ cranium. 0162, 0465 
口蓋 こう が い palate 0019 
OBB まぶた eyelids ooo. 0021 
円 蓋 えん が い cupola, dome................. 0013 


OBES ふた を あけ る take offthe lid ....0450 








imagination. 








2 STEAL 





vv 人 m 
p) 





* Visualize Z and + as some kind of decorative LID used to cover the plate ( 去 0138 go 
away suggests that a LID is meant to be removed). Remove and replace the LID in your 


OWE と うな ん robbery, burglary, theft.......0712 
盗賊 と う ぞ < thief, robber, bandit........... 1231 
盗塁 と うる い hase stealing. 0885 


TORE wte steal 


盗み 聞き ぬ す みぎ き eavesdropping, tapping 














HIE 11 





I| The Ten Commandments forbid you to STEAL, or to “covet anything that is your neighbor's. 
With these words in mind, let “next (次 ) + plate (m)’ suggest the (next door) neighbor's pre- 
cious china, and associate this with the idea of STEALING. «= $e 2040 


igh 











ALLIANCE, pact HERD svve« pledge, pact, alliance, league 
0170 


盟友 あい ゅ うぅ sworn friend 

同盟 と うめ い alliance, league, union 0182 
連盟 れん めい union, federation, league ...0582 
加盟 か ぁ ぃ participation, affiliation 1147 

















Imagine the sun (H) and moon (月 ) signing an ALLIANCE in rays of light, etched upon a 
ceremonial plate (mr) as a permanent record of their mutual pact. «= 温 0199 





O 塩 分 RASA salt, salinity 

食塩 し ょ < え 4 table salt 

塩酸 ぇ ん さ 4 hydrochloricacid 
エン 塩素 ぇ 4 そ chlorine 
し お 塩味 し ぉ ぁ じ salty taste, seasoning 








ーー 


Here visualize — as a sharp tool used to scrape SALT from a block of earth (+) and onto 
a plate (1). Then imagine putting your mouth (L1) to the plate, and the SALTY flavor you 
would taste. 

















ns ^ WOUND, scar 負傷 する ふし ょ うす る be injured/wounded, 
BU 0829 
E 傷害 し ょ うがい injury, bodily harm.......... 0413 
gm ae 中 傷 ちゅ うし ょ 3 slander, libel ................ 0035 
きず いた ( む ) いた ( め る ) 人 花 を 傷め る は な を いた め る spoil a flower...0121 
O 傷 ん だ トマ ト いた ん だ トマ ト rotten tomato 











: : Now let us add wound to our salt, if you will. We start with 7, an uninjured man standing 
upright. But then he is shown laid out flat (^—), experiencing some difficulty (Zj) (review H 
0443 if necessary). He has been WOUNDED. 











0137 
13 
TA ' RAISE HIGH, exalt 1357). ょ ぅ りく < lift, lifting power.............. 0084 
日 2FRY ! 意気 揚々 と いき よう よう と exultantly, in exalted 
1 spirits, proudly .ee 0151, 0126 
COMME ょ < よぅ rising and falling (of tones), 
3 ヨウ intonation .7 1137 
PUES) SB UT) de CMS) り 揚 げ る ぁ げ る raise, hoist; fry in deep fat 
2 揚げ 物 ぁ げ も の friedfood ................ 0172 











Hand (F ) + difficult (Z): think of the difficulty of RAISING something up HIGH with your 
手 64 | hand, against the force of gravity. This character for RAISING HIGH also applies to the act of 
FRYING food in deep fat, since food generally first sinks in the fat then rises when it's cooked. 


gw 18 2272 








0542 
常 112 





359 








FLUENT O 流 輸 な りゅう ちょ うな fluent, flowing, smooth 














z Use long, piercing $5 as a visual cue for the idea of piercing straight through all difficulties 
(25): FLUENT. 





1SUN ① 太 陽 た いよ う sun 


2POSITIVE ! 陽光 ょ うこ う sunshine, sunlight, sun 


1 落 阳 5445 setting sun 
ヨウ |? 陽気 な ょ うき な cheerful, bright, sunny 
ひ @ 阳 性 ょ っ せい positivity 














| The next two kanji should be considered together. They both begin with B hills, but one 
means SUN while the other means SHADOW. A good shortcut to recognizing the one for SUN 


is to notice the sun grapheme on the upper right (inside Zzj difficult, whose meaning we can 
ignore here). Associate MI SUN with M2 POSITIVE. 











= 1 SHADOW の 陰影 いん えい Shadow 1281 
y^ ? NEGATIVE "ARE ume the shade 0001 
7 2 陰惨 い 4 さ 4 sadness and gloom........... 1239 
cL イン lies いん よう negative and positive, yin- pne. 
フト 四 了 
陰性 いん せい negativity, dormancy 0128 















| Continuing from the previous entry, a good shortcut to recognizing that this is the character 
& 170| for SHADOW/NEGATIVE is to notice Z cloud at the lower right (the yin-yang opposite of H 
sun in the previous entry). 








〇 隠居 いん き ょ retirement 
ORY ヵ < す [vtlhide 
隠し 芸 か くし げ ぃ hidden talent; parlor ick 





イン 

か く ( す ) か く (し )- か く ( れ る ) Par E mens en pad 

戸 の 陰 に 隠れ る と の か げに か くれ る hide behind 
0268, 1311 











Take the right-hand portion of this character as a version of 急 0971 URGENT/HURRY/SUDDEN. 
With B, we obtain the idea of hurrying into the hills to HIDE. 








1CALM + 平穏 な へ い ぉ ん な calm, quiet, tranquil... ..0334 
2MILD ! 穏やか な 海 お だ や か な うみ Calm sea 0106 
る 穏和 な ぉ ん ゎ な gentle mild, genial 0236 
オン 2 穏 当 な ぉ ん と うな proper reasonable, moderate 
お だ (や か ) 





穏やか な 人 お だ や か な ひと gentle person 0015 











Give rice ($, i.e., food) to the hurried to CALM them. 





SPIKE, head of grain 穂波 ほな ぁみ waving heads of grain 0598 
〇 穂先 ほ さ き spike/ear of grain; spike of a spear; 
tip ofa writing brush 013 


花穂 か すい spike (of flower heads) 
穂状 の すい じ ょ 3 の shaped like an ear of grain 





二 


出穂 期 し ゅ っ す ぃ き sprouting season ee 
0038, 0486 











A SPIKE or head of grain is represented here by the combination “rice (#) blessing ( 恵 )” Review 
Hl 0581 if necessary. Also see note at $$ 0985. 





RICE PLANT ご 水稲 すい と 3 paddy-rice plant 

晚 称 ば ん と うぅ late-growing rice 

稲刈り いね か り rice reaping 

“Ae ORE いな さく rice crop; raising rice plants... 0152 
いね いな - 稲穂 いな ほ earofrice 














Rice ($) + claw(*v) + old (IH): think of an old RICE PLANT being handed (or in this case 
^clawed") down from generation to generation, so as to preserve the original seed. 





MELANCHOLY OFFA ゅ ぅ し L ゅ ぅ melancholy, gloom, grief... 0779 
郷 薫 きょう し ゅ うぅ homesickness, nostalgia... 1295 


生息 伤 样 ご し ゅ ぅ しょ うさ ま My condolences 
1307, 0501 





シュ ウ 


うれ (える ) うれ ( い ) AKAD うれ ぇ る grieve 


Oft うれ ぃ melancholy 














| Autumn (X) + mind (C): autumn mood (MELANCHOLY). Note similarity in reading and 
meaning with 过 0779. «= fé 1677 



















‘CUT OUT 
? JUDGE, decide, rule 








サイ 
た ( つ ) さば ( く ) 





] ゆ 裁判 さい ば 4 trial; judgment, decision ....0744 








O33 1 cutout(a garment), cut (paper) 
' 洋 裁 ょ うさ い Western-style dressmaking...0491 
る ③ 裁 く さば < judge, decide 


?独裁 と < さい dictatorship, autocracy … 0346 






















See ^X as a short man (F) holding a spear (长 ) several times his size. Here he uses the 
sharp point of the spear to CUT OUT a section of cloth (4X). As we have done before (at 判 

0744 and 断 0849), we can associate CUTTING with deciding or JUDGING, just as the English 
word decide derives from the Latin word for “cut.” 


'LOAD 
? PUT IN PRINT 








サイ 
の (せる ) の (る ) 
















! 積 載 す る せき さい する load (with cargo); carry 
AN a at ath otal Mee ce 0832 


^ 記 載 す る き さ い する record, state, mention 0427 
DER れん さい serial publication............. 0582 
ORZ の る beplaced upon; appear in print 

載せ る の せる load (with cargo); put in print 














| (Continuing from the previous entry) Here the man LOADS the spear onto the roof of a car 
(HL), M2 PUT IN PRINT is a cognate meaning. ts 


PLANTING 


BY 1914 























栽培 さい ぱい cultivation, raising, growing 1264 
FAK し ょ くさ い raising trees and plants......0840 
輸 栽 りん さい rotation of crops .............. 0944 
ORR ぽん さい bonsai (potted dwarf tree)... 1302 









ンー 





| (Continuing from 1317-18) Here the man PLANTS the spear in the ground, so that it will one 
day grow to become a free (7k). Now practice writing and distinguishing the meanings of 
this set of three kanji based on "X. 


AMNESTY 

























9 赦免 Le 的 4 pardon, amnesty, clemency... 1272 
容赦 ょ うし ゃ pardon, forgiveness, mercy.…1037 
特赦 と < し ゃ amnesty, special pardon ......0385 

KAk た いし ゃ amnesty, general amnesty ...0033 











Review 亦 0773 ALSO and 赤 0774 RED. Here, “striking (AC) out the red (ink) ( 赤 ) suggests 
forgiving a loan: AMNESTY. 




















TRACE, footprint 〇 足跡 そく せき (= あし あら) footprint; one's life 












COUN Os ca edu e ce ted 0044 

遺跡 いせ き ruins, remains 1179 

EA | 史跡 し せき historicspot/remains........... 0888 
あと 傷跡 きず ぁ と scar, cicatrix... 1307 


城跡 し ろ ぁ と (= じょう せき ) ruins ofa castle.…1298 











i. 
RT Seeing £ leg/foot, let us visualize $10-11 as a pair of legs and S12-13 as a pair of footprints 
JÆ 157) they have left. In this way, E suggests the general category and S12-13 function as a visual 





cue for the specific meaning footprint/TRACE. vs 踪 1322 















TRACE, footprint O 失 中 する し っ そう する disappear, go missing 
JU 0563 


À dans PRB そう せき traces, tracks; whereabouts.…1321 








ソウ 















| Using $14-15, we can borrow the same mnemonic we used with $12-13 in the previous entry, 
which for all intents and purposes has the same meaning. «= 跡 1321 




























ORE =A 世 者 tracesvestiges 


痕跡 器官 こん せき きか ん vestigial organs 
EE oa eade M ide o det Dn 1321, 0295, 0290 


: 血痕 けっ こ 4 bloodstain .i 0198 
コン 
あと JR っ め あ と scratchmark .i 0201 
伤痕 きず ぁ と に し ょ うこ ん ) Scar .i 






SCAR; footprint 

























L 
A body mends itself by producing SCAR tissue, so we can think of a SCAR as something that 

“stops ( R) disease (3 )” SCAR relates to the secondary meaning footprint through the idea 
of a mark left behind. 













ORZ ける kick 
BRIA wed kickout. 0. 0038 


BRIS りゃ ぶる kickin, break through by 
kicking cos aces cocer nest 0596 























4 就 1283 refers to the idea of SETTING ABOUT a task or new job. Here visualize i foot KICK- 
ING someone so that they'll “get to work" or "get a job.’ 














舞踊 ぶ ょ ぅ dancing, dance 
ERA みん よう 3 folk dance 
〇 踊る ぉ と る dance (energetically) 
ヨウ 踊り 手 ぉ と り て dancer 
お ど ( る ) お ど ( り ) 盆踊り ぼん お とり gonFestival dance 














Recall 用 moving forward, which we first learned at 通 0159 and saw again at 痛 0619. Here, 
we have leg (it) moving forward: DANCE. 





TREAD, stand on 踏破 する と うぅ は する crush underfoot; travel on 
9 


9 舞 踏 xc dancing 

トゥ JORU ふむ tread on 

AG) ふ ( ま える ) 踏切 ふみ きり railroad crossing 

踏ま える ふま える stand on; be based on 














Visualize stepping (2) on something to squeeze the water (7K) out of it: TREAD/stand on. 





LEAP be active 飛躍 ひゃく leap, jump 


躍進 する ゃ < し ん する make rapid progress, 
advance by leaps and bounds 0191 


躍動 する ゃ < と 3 する move energetically, UN 





〇 活躍 か っ ゃ < (great) activity, action 
HS お どる ap jump 











7| before it can fly away. Va A 0025, HE 1831, ŽE 1328 





O 洗 濯 する せん た < する launder, wash 0135 
洗濯 機 #4 た < き washing machine...0135, 0473 














Picking up again from what was said at E 0025, here visualize the small bird splashing its 
wings in water ( ), to RINSE itself. This would be a good time to go back and review 羽 0418 
and 飛 0475. ex WE 0025, BE 1327 




















UNUSUAL odd 


奇異 な きい な unusual, strange 
ご 好奇 心 こう き し ん curiosity 
奇数 きす ぅ odd number 











奇跡 きせ き miracle, wonder 
怪奇 か いき mystery, wonder 








BEI Review 可 0814. The present entry, and the kanji based on it (which follow below), are 


not pronounced # but キ (except 椅 1332 4). Picture 大 as a big man standing with his 
arms and legs stretched out, trying to keep his balance. The key is to perceive something 
UNUSUAL/odd in the way such a big man is balanced atop TJ. ez 寄 1330 


1 CONTRIBUTE 
*DRAW NEAR, call on 


OS き ふ contribution, donation 0064 
! 寄贈 する き ぞ うす る に きそう する ) donate....1227 
② 寄 る ょ る draw near, callon 





キ よ ( る ) 
-k(Y) よ ( せ る ) 





2 近寄る ちか よる gonear approach 0194 


2 寄せ る よせ る draw near, allow to approach; 
gather 





L 





BEES Think of this as a charitable home for psychiatric patients— a roof (^) sheltering the odd 


(Z7). The sheltering roof signifies the charitable CONTRIBUTION of the home's donors and 
volunteers; hearing of their good works, many odd people DRAW NEAR. rs &j 1329 


RIDE ON HORSEBACK 








騎馬 き ば horseriding 

O 騎 手 uw rider, horseman, jockey 
騎乗 の きじ ょ う の mounted, on horseback 1005 
騎兵 きく へ ぃ cavalry soldier, cavalry 0907 
騎士 き knight 














| 





BE Zi shows a big man (K) trying to keep an odd balance on top of 可 . Here we find him 
oddly balancing himself on top of a horse, i.e., RIDING ON HORSEBACK. ss 駒 2276 


OF いす chair 
車椅子 < る まい す wheelchair 





| Here the big man oddly balances himself atop a wooden (本 ) CHAIR. Make an effort to 
remember that $5 ( イ ) is the only character based on 4¥ that is not pronounced キ . 






















PROMONTORY, cape 




















御前 崎 ぉ ま ぇ ざき CapeOmaezaki....0862,0113 


藤崎 な が さき Nagasaki (city and prefecture) 
vpisa ea E et MM ipi tau zac 0091 


川崎 か ゎ き き Kawasaki [city in Kanagawa 
prefecture] 


宮崎 ぁゃ ざき Miyazaki [sumame] .......... 





BE Here odd ( 奇 ) mountain (111) suggests a mountain that sticks out where no other mountains 
are: PROMONTORY. ms 邮 1335 


PROMONTORY, cape 































埼玉 さい た ま Saitama (city and prefecture) 
DS 0073 





B Same meaning, and mnemonic, as the previous entry. Odd land sticks out where there is no 
other land: PROMONTORY. 


CAPE, promontory 























岬 の 先 に みさ き の さき に atthetip ofacape 0134 
岬 を 回 る みさ き を まわ る roundacape .......0050 
潮岬 し ぉ の みさ き CapeShio 















: : Here it is easiest just to visualize FH as a promontory or CAPE jutting out into a body of water. 
vs 崎 1333 


PATTERN, pattern after 





















模範 も は 4 model, pattern, example....... 0727 
模型 も けい model, pattern, mold .......... 0723 
模造 も ぞ ぅ imitation, counterfeit........... 0699 


9 模样 る よう pattern, design; appearance, 
circumstances ee 


規模 き ぼ scale, scope sss 0624 





L — 

BE X (not to be confused with 草 0144) originally depicted the sun (H) setting behind tall 
grasses (++) (to visualize this, let the crossing stroke in 大 suggest the horizon, and the two 
curving strokes a sinking motion). We'll take it to mean no more. Here, we thus obtain “tree 
GF) + no more" With no more tree, we can only copy after its PATTERN. 





















MEMBRANE 膜 状 の ま < じ ょ 3 の membranous, filmy 
9 粘膜 ね ん まく mucous membrane 
角膜 か < まく cornea 
腹膜 ふ < ま < peritoneum 
横隔膜 ぉ うか < まく diaphragm 














Body part (月 ) + no more ( 英 ): Suggests the boundary of an organ: MEMBRANE. 





1 DESERT の 砂漠 さば < desert 
20BSCURE ?漠然 < ぜん obscurity, vagueness, haziness 
076 





AZ 











: Water (3 ) + no more (52): DESERT. Associate this with M2 OBSCURE through the idea of a 
hazy mirage. «= } 1730 














1 CURTAIN, tent ! 煙 幕 えん まく smoke Screen 0768 

2SHOGUNATE 開幕 か いま く raising of the curtain; opening. 
Scene 450 
q ! 幕 を 引く まく を ひく drawacurtain 0422 

マク バク ® 

幕府 ば < ふ shogunate .i 0247 

2 幕末 ば < まっ closing days of the Tokugawa 
Shogunate l... 0272 























| Cloth (中 ) + no more (5): pulling down the CURTAIN at the end of a show. Also means tent, 
ry 50 | which explains M2 SHOGUNATE, the English word for the military “tent governments” (幕府 
[ば くさ) of Japan's feudal era. 





墓地 ぽち graveyard, cemetery, burial m 


OX guis grave marker, gravestone ....0783 
墓石 ぽ せ き (= は か いし ) tombstone 
〇 墓参 り は か まい り visitto a grave 





X 
は か 














| Soil (1) + no more (5&); GRAVE. ss» 基 0485 














RAISE, collect 





ボ 
つの (る ) 














〇 募集 する ぼ し ゅ うす る recruit; raise, collect 0190 


募金 ぽ き ん fund-raising 0029 
応募 する ぉ 3 ぼ す る apply for, subscribe to, 
NSEC RG 0850 


り 募 る っ の る recruit: raise (funds, etc.) 








lect new strength. 





"DUSK 
2 LIVE 


| Strength/force (JJ) + no more (3): This means the time has come to RAISE new forces/col- 





x 
く ( れ る ) く ( ら す ) 














! 暮 色 ぼ し ょ < dusk, twilight scene ........... 0528 
OSEE (et nightfall, dusk, twilight... ..... 0986 
! 暮れ る < れる grow dark; come to an end 

②③ 暮らす <57 live, lead one's life; make a living 
2 一 人 暮らし ひと り ぐ ら L livingalone...0002, 0015 











daily LIFE. 





ADORE 





L2: (2) 











| Sun (H) + no more (32): DUSK. Associate with M2 LIVE by thinking of DUSK as an element of 


爱慕 あい ぼ love attachment ............... 0778 
9 幕 情 ぼ じ ょ 3 lovelonging 0973 
OWS し た 3 adore; long for 

慕 わ し い し た ゎ し い dear, beloved 


履 郷 を 慕う こき ょ う を し た う Iong forhome 
VR Eo i cM: 0257, 1295 








breaking ADORATION. sa" 3& 1346 





小 is a variant of 心 . It only appears in three kanji in this course; the other two follow. 小 
is used to fill a conical space without leaving an unsightly blank space above it (the stroke 
order follows 小 ) In the present entry, we thus have heart + no more, representing heart- 














2069 
常 114 
ADD TO, accompany MATS て 4 ぶす る attach, append, annex 
"a 0064 
~ 添削 て 4 さく correction .i.... 1292 
添乗 員 て ん じょう いん (escort) courier, tour 
P p 1 テン Conductor .ee 1005, 0317 
AN ee) 〇 添う 45 accompany 
| 添え る そ ぇ る add to, attach to | 











In Japan, families offer daily food and drink to the recently deceased to provide their spirits 
the sustenance they need to reach heaven. Here 小 represents a deceased person’s spirit, try- 
ing to climb up towards heaven (here taking the variant form K). We must ADD Y (symbol- 
izing sustenance) to the spirit to help it reach its goal. vs AS 1345, 漆 1002 














RESPECTFUL 





キョ ウ 
う や う や (し い ) 








OZKE きょう けい respect, reverence 
恭 賀 き * う が respectful congratulations.…1172 


恭 賀 新年 きょう が し ん ね ん Happy New Year 
1172, 0275, 0117 


ORLO う ゃ うぅ や し ぃ respectful, reverent 





Perceive the meaning RESPECTFUL by visualizing a young lady's formal curtsy. As she reaches 
out with both arms (S1) to spread out her skirt (85-6), the skirt's wide pleats stretch out before 


her (小 ). ss 洪 0358, fs 1344 


"VIOLENT 
2 DISCLOSE, lay bare 





ボウ バク 
DE) あ ば ( れ る ) 








ざ 暴 力 ぽう ぅ り ょ く < violence, force 

「 乱 虹 5 ん ぼう violence, roughness; assault 0380 
1 暴动 ほう と うぅ riot, disturbance, uprising.... 0540 
暴れ る あばれ る actviolently 

る 暴く ぁ ば < disclose (a secret), lay bare 











Here think of the sun (H) and water (2K) coming together ( 共 ) in VIOLENT battle. Also means 
DISCLOSE, from the idea of laying bare the brutal truth. vs» 爆 1347, 莫 1343 


EXPLODE 





バグ 











〇 爆発 < は っ explosion, blast; eruption ...0148 


爆弾 ば < だ 4 bomb .oe 1075 
爆薬 ゅ < ゃ < explosives .i 0303 
爆撃 ば < げき bombing, bombardment ....1026 
原爆 げ ぇ ば < atomicbomb ................. 0208 








X 86 


1020 
dé 19 





VN 
/ 口 








Here we observe the violence in the previous entry EXPLODING into fire (4). Practice writing 
and distinguishing the meanings of this kanji and the one before. zz" 暴 1346 


ALONG(SIDE) 





エン 


T) - ぞ ( い ) 








O 沿 線 の ぇ ん せん の alongarailway line .…0210 
沿海 えん か ぃ い coast, shore 0106 
O 沿 う «5 lie along (a river), follow along 


路線 に 沿っ て ろ せ ん に そっ て along the route/ 
ling i e Mer Na eaten 0788, 0210 


川沿 い に か ゎ ぞ い に along the riverside ... 0022 











0290 








常 | 8 


Review 舱 0669. Here, let 7 represent a body of water, and picture rolling a hoop ALONG(SIDE) 


it. zs» Y4 0950, 1x. 0519 











FOUNDATION STONE 礎石 そ せ き foundation stone, comerstone 0403 
定 礎 て いそ laying ofa foundation stone. ..0045 

O 基 礎 き そ basis, foundation 

ソ WEM xv foundation materials 


いし ず え 国家 の 礎 こっ か の いし ず ぇ pillar of state 
0075, 0219 

















Recall JE broken/deformed, introduced at 旋 0572. Here it represents the FOUNDATION 
of a building, bent (deformed) under the tremendous weight of the lumber assembled on 
top of it (represented by 林 forest). Combining this with & stone, our keyword for this kanji 
becomes “FOUNDATION STONE" 


DOUBT, distrust CO 疑問 きも 4 question, problem, doubt 
疑惑 き ゎ < doubt, suspicion 
容疑 ょ う ぎ suspicion 

O¥E4 ぅ た が ぅ doubt, be suspicious 
疑わ し い うぅ たがわ ゎ しい doubtful, suspicious 

















HE The katakana spelling of the word ヒマ (free time, idleness; see BÈ 1903) across the top is 


a feature unique to this kanji (and the two that subsume it, which follow). We can therefore 
take a visual shortcut to its meaning by remembering the maxim “distrust idleness” (the 
keyword for this kanji is "DOUBT"). 


CONGEAL, grow stiff, become absorbed 
in 

0 凝 こる [vil grow stiff; be absorbed in; be elaborate 
+ 凝り 性 こり し ょ 3 fastidiousness, perfectionism...0128 





ギョ ウ 
こ ( る ) こ ( ら す ) 








凝ら す zop [vt] concentrate, strain, elaborate 


ーー 








Recall 7 ice (see % 0675 if necessary). One distrusts (SE) ice because it can make one grow 
stiff/CONGEAL. 号 擬 1352 


IMITATE JOSÉ «ecc onomatopoeic word 
Ü 


529, 0222 
擬人 き C ん personification, impersonation 
0015 





1336 








Jt 








| The next three kanji are all imitators: they all add a single element to a kanji we already know, 


and signify “imitate,” “copy after,’ or "resemble" In this entry, see a hand ( F ), like that of 
an artist in training, drawing an IMITATION of XE 1350. Do not confuse with 偽 1237, which 
overlaps in meaning and has the same on-yomi. vs 48 1237, UE 1351 








COPY AFTER OB 2 る ほう する imitate, copy 1336 


On FI fO ぜん れい に な 6 う follow/copy after 
a precedent 0113, 0721 
DAP CRC いか これ に な ら う The under- 
mentioned to follow this example .…0066, 0040 





ホウ 
な ら ( う ) 








ーー キー 

(Continuing from the first sentence of the previous entry) This entry COPIES AFTER RL 0574 
by adding イ to it. While 習う (な ら う , see 0420) means “to LEARN or study” 19 2262 
means “to COPY AFTER or follow an example” vs» 放 0574, fit 1508 





RESEMBLE 擬似 き E false, pseudo 


OMFS る いじ する resemble, be alike, be 
similar. 0310 


5 O 似 る に る resemble, be alike, be similar 
に (る ) 似合う に ぁ ぅ befit suit; match well 0227 
真似 する まね する imitate, mimic 0838 














Continuing from the first sentence of 擬 1352) RESEMBLES 以 0066. «= 以 0066 


STRAW SACK O+f% と ひょう sumo (wrestling) ring; sandbag 
0030 











| Review 素 0132. Here, visualize a man ( イ ) whose upper body is naked (53-6) and who wears 
nothing but a STRAW SACK over his lower body (57-10, representing his clothing). The right 
side of the character is of course 表 0705, which confirms the idea of the man's manifesting 
himself by wearing nothing but a STRAW SACK. 


I, myself Offs sho we 
俺 の ぉ れ の my 
俺 に 付い て くる な お れ に つい て < る な Stop 
following me around 0040 


お れ 














Used by men as an intimate first-person pronoun, though it can carry vulgar connotations. 
The combination “man (4 ) + big CK) + lightning ( #1)” indeed suggests a rough and boastful 
way of referring to oneself, along the lines of the tall-talking frontiersman Davy Crockett, who 
“Greased a great-big streak o' lightnin' with a bottle o' rattlesnake taller (tallow)" 














HERMITAGE ORE æA に い ぉ り ) hermitage, secluded cottage 


REZ ぁ ん し っ hermitage, secluded cottage 0253 
庵主 AU proprietorofahermitage ....0365 


Tv 草庵 そう あぁ 4 thatched cottage 
い お り 














While big (K) lightning (HL) strikes outside, we take shelter (J^) inside a HERMITAGE. 





! | myself ① 僕 ら ぽく <5 we 

2 MANSERVANT ! 僕 の ぽ < の my 

2 忠 僕 ちゅ うぅ ぼく faithful servant 
ボク ③ 従 僕 bg ぅ ぽく servant, attendant 
2 家 僕 か ぼく manservant house boy 

















3€ is kind of a cross between 業 0498 and 3$ 0497. It combines the “load of bricks" (^l) 

from the former and pjg CK) from the latter, and will mean big servant. In the present entry, 
man (4 ) and big servant combine to mean MANSERVANT. More commonly, this kanji is used 
by men as an informal first-person pronoun. sa» 1 1359 


DEAL A BLOW 打撲 傷 だ ぼく し ょ 3 bruise 1025, 1307 
撲殺 ぽく さっ clubbing to death 0522 
撲滅 ぼく < め っ eradication, destruction 

〇 相撲 す も ぅ sumo wrestling 


大 相撲 お お ぉ ず も 3 professional sumo wrestling 
0033, 0682 














| The life of a sumo wrestler in many ways resembles that of a servant. He is forced to live in a 
"stable" under the control of his seniors and 親方 (お や か た , stable master), who preempts 
any cash prizes the wrestler may win. Here visualize a sumo bout: the hand( +) DEALS A BLOW 
to a big servant (34, sumo wrestler). «= 僕 1358 


STRIKE, slap 叩 頭 こう と う kowtow (kneel and bow until one's 
forehead touches the floor) 0162 


〇 キー を 叩く キー を た た く strike the keys (ofa 
keyboard) 

コウ 叩き 込む た た きこ む drive in, inculcate .....0192 

た た ( く ) 叩き 潰す た た きつ ぶす smash, pulverize.…1178 

HUR? ゅ た た く blink, wink; flicker [cf. BE xn 


Images of a mouth before (LT) and after ([J) being STRUCK (the one on the right has a split 
lower lip). 





























CUT DOWN 








ORGS ば っ さい する lumber, fell, deforest 0989 
伐木 ば っ ぽく felling, cutting, logging. .....0028 
RIR と うば っ secret felling oftrees.…… 1304 















征伐 せい ば っ subjugation, conquest ......0868 
討伐 と うば っ suppression (ofa rebellion)... 1023 

























&| Here man (f ) and spear (长 ) combine to mean CUT DOWN. Learn to recognize this character 
by how it differs from the much more common fX 0071. See the additional stroke here as a 
violent slashing action, CUTTING the man DOWN like a tree. «= 代 0071 











La ve CLIQUE, clan HIK ば っ そく < clan, cligue 0568 
OHA さい ば っ financial dique/combine, 
s za Zaibatsy. sss 0653 
n 2 ^E] s academicclique.............. 0099 
軍閥 ぐん ば っ military clique................ (583 
lene 

















FIGHT 








トウ 
た た か ( う ) 








| The defining quality of CLIQUES and clans is their exclusivity, vividly represented here in a 
man's getting cut down ({X) trying to pass through a gate (PẸ). 





戦闘 せ 4 と 3 battle, fight, combat.......... 0461 
拳闘 りん と う boxing 1248 
OBj4- £525 fight, conflict 0972 


春闘 し ゅ 4 ん と 3 spring labor offensive ....... 0362 
O 闘 う た た か うぅ fight 











FY 169*| 0161) and the 3-centimeter guy ( 


EE 
zi 


2847 


常 |18 








2846 


常 |17 








DARK 


アン * 
や み 





Review 音 0150, which we took to mean not only SOUND but also the absence of light. Here 
門 169| the standing man blocks the sun from passing through the gate (PH), so that it becomes 
DARK. Use the enclosing quality of PẸ as a visual reminder of DARKNESS. 


Here we observe a FIGHT persion under a gate (P) between the pea-sized guy (号 , see 


闇夜 や みよ (= あぁ ん や ) darknight............. 0467 
HOR し ん の ゃ ぁ pitch-darkness .......... 0838 
9 关 市 や みい ち blackmarket 0205 


痢 相場 や みそ ぅ ば black-marketprice......0682 




















pep |' LEISURE 
2 
ur 





q カン 











V 閑散 か 4 さん leisure, ,inactivity ............. 0808 
! 農 閑 期 の うか ん き leisure season forfarmers 


tubes v emerat ate sordo 0511, 0486 
! 閑居 か ん き ょ idle life, quiet retreat. … 0255 
る 閑静 な か ん せい な quiet, tranquil............ 0978 


* 森 閑 と し た し ん か ん と し た quiet, still........ 0241 





"EE 
3 169| LEISURE and QUIET inside. «= 閉 0449 





2837 
12 
1VEIN 











le y 7 
EA, PULSE 
a E 








Here we look in through a park gate (F), behind which a peaceful tree (7X) bespeaks the 


動脈 と うみ ゃ く artery oii 0540 
! 静 脈 bx うみ e< vein 0978 
"山脈 さん みゃく mountainrange............. 0037 
OXAR ぶん みゃく context 0101 
2 脈拍 みゃく は < pulse, pulsation ............. 1185 








Wk ing 3 * 7 is unique in this course. 


0860 
常 110 





^ 1SECT faction 








4 2 DISPATCH 
ZN 








の -| 
1366 | H suggests the category body part. At the right, picture ramifying VEINS with blood PULSING 
肉 130| through them. Do not confuse the right-hand portion with JÅ 0202. Also, note that the read- 


OBS は ば っ clique, faction, coterie......... 1362 
1 宗派 L ゅ う は religious sect, denomination. ..0636 


! 派 生 す る は せい する derive from, stem from 
arp en MS 0036 


QRS は けん する dispatch, send........ 1180 


2 人 村 派 遣 じん ざい は け 4 worker dispatching, 
temporary staffing ............... 0015, 0654, 1180 








In the previous entry we saw VEINS branching out. Here we can see streams of water ( 1 ) 


x 85 | splitting off into different directions, symbolizing the emergence of SECTS or factions. M2 


0341 











マン 





DISPATCH derives from the idea of being sent off in a given direction from a central location. 


缶切り か 4 きり can opener 
詰め か ん づめ canned goods, canning. ..0515 
O 〇 空き 向 あき か 4 empty can 


iK EE きか ん し っ boiler room; stokehold 
0127, 0253 





Behold a CAN. S1 looks like an opened pull-tab top on a beverage CAN. 























12 





動揺 と うぅ ょ ぅ shaking, trembling: restlessness, 
disquiet-..— one s rectae 0540 


〇 揺れ る ゆれ る shake, vibrate, swing 












ヨウ 
ゆ ( れ る ) ゆ ( る ) ゆ ( ら ぐ ) ゆ ( る ぐ ) 
ゆ ( す る ) ゆ ( さ ぶる ) ゆ ( す ぶる ) 


| VETT ゅ り ぉ こす shake up, wake by 
shaking: eee teen 0430 






















F hand + *? claw + can (S8-12): visualize as a bartender's two hands firmly holding a mixing 
can and SHAKING it. Note that when can appears with claw it loses its pull-tab top. 


POPULAR SONG, chant 













C 民 衣 4445 folksong/ballad.............. 0477 
童谣 と う ょ う children’s song, nursery rhyme 
0537 












ヨウ 
うた い うた 3) 






inti よ 
歌谣 曲 か ょ うき ょ く popular song......0827, 0503 
BÉ? うた 3 recite, chant 















| Here a claw(*) keeps a beat on a can, while a mouth (part of 3) chants the words (È) of a 
POPULAR SONG. 
















jaa p は る か な far, faraway, remote 











ヨウ 
は る (か ) 


AD は る ぁ か むか し longa80. 0359 
O 條 か に は る か に far, far off, along time ago; by far 
AIH < は る か に お お く farmore......... 0267 






i” 4a% from afar, all the way 





















Here a claw loads cans onto a truck, to be transported somewhere FAR away. 


POTTERY 








9 陶器 と うき pottery, porcelain, chinaware...0295 
陶芸 と うぅ げ い ceramicat 0225 


| 陶工 £525 potter, ceramist ................ 0108 








トウ 


MD KIB と う の に ん ぎょ う ceramic figurine 
SCENDE 0015, 0147 








E Think of taking clay from the hills (P), then wrapping (^ J) your hands around it to shape it 
into a can (1, i.e., a pot): POTTERY. 





















ナァ カテ ァァァ テテ テテ テテ テテ 








: 3 SET FORTH, fay out 〇 陳述 する ちん A じゅ っ する state, set forth, declare, 
expound .... sss 0994 
- 開陳 する か いち ん する state, express (one's 

Opinion) ee 0450 

q チン 陳情 ちん じ ょ 3 petition,appeal 0973 
陳列 する ちん れつ する exhibit, display .....0718 

陳謝 ちん し ゃ apology .i 1022 











| In the remainder of this course you will learn a number of characters that incorporate 東 0032 
EAST. The meaning EAST is not germane to these characters, so it is better to focus on the way 木 
thoroughly penetrates H, and thereby associate the grapheme 東 with the meaning all the way 
through or all the way across. In this entry, all the way through/across indicates a thorough 
description: SET FORTH/lay out. When you see this character, think of hiking to the top of the hills 
0493 | around the edge of town ($) to get the “lay of the land/ a vantage point that SETS FORTH or lays 
常 111| out a panoramic view of (i.e., a view extending all the way across) the surrounding area. «s 陣 1374 











NE n "BATTLE FORMATION ! 陣形 じん けい battle formation .............. 0147 
‘ 2 CAMP ! 陣 立て じん だ て battlearray .i 0067 

2 陣営 じん えい camp, quarters................ 1243 

[v る 陣地 LAS encampment, position......... 0187 

ý 2 退陣 する た いじ ん する decamp, withdraw... 1091 














Here we observe a vehicle ( 車 ) driving into the hills around the edge of town (B ) to set up a 
strategic BATTLE FORMATION or CAMP. se 陳 1373 








4 FALL IN/INTO 陥没 する か ん ぼっ する sink, fall, cavein....0519 


O 陥 落す る paasta fall in, cave in; surrender, 
人 0793 


6 7 8 
L f i 欠陥 けっ か 4 defect, fault, deficiency ......0277 
É Or}- Sag x ` M 
E お ちい (る ) お と し い ( れ る ) 穴 に 陥る あな に お ちい る fallinapit......... 0397 
人 を 陥れ る ひと を お と し いれ る entrap a person 
0015 

















B^ Here we can visualize the act of FALLING INTO. From high atop the hills around the edge 

of town (|S), an invading force peers down (54-5) into the old town (see IH 0771) to plan its 

m2 attack. It is about to FALL INTO a trap (visualize it FALLING INTO the empty space in the mid- 
E dle of IH). Think of the reading 33 お ちい る (陥る, fall into) as a combination of 落ち る (おち 

HEA) る fall) and - 入 る (- い る , verbal suffix like “into” of “FALL INTO"). Think of 陥れ る (お と し い 

| 0413 | れる ) as a combination of 落と す (BEF, let fall, drop) and 入れ る (いれ る , put in). 











PROSPER, rise 〇 隆々 た る りゅう りゅう た る prosperous, thriving; 
brawny 


隆盛 mp う っ せい prosperity 

| MEX Uw554 prosperity, good fortune .... 0584 
FARE こぅ りゅう prosperity, rise 

隆起 り ぁ 2 き protuberance, elevation 











= 





hill, in turn, represents not only geographic elevation, but also physical flourishing and 
material PROSPERITY. ^E life/be born suggests the youthful RISE to physical flourishing and 
PROSPERITY. rs 降 1377 
































スス DESCEND, unload 








降下 する こぅ かす る descend, fall, drop ....0040 
9 以 降 いこ 3 onandafter hereafter. ......... 0066 
ORR) 2 ぉ り る descend, alight, land 















8 コウ 
: お ( り る ) お ( ろ す ) ふ ( る ) ふ ( り ) 


降ろ す ぉ る す discharge, unload 


C 雨 が 降っ て いる あめ が ふっ て いる Itisraning 
EAE EAI EAE S A 0154 
























PEAK, high mountain 





Learn to recognize the meaning of this kanji by how it differs from the previous entry (and 
vice versa). Here the lower-right portion is a proxy for 年 year, indicating the decline of old 
age and contrasting with Æ above. After rising to the heights of vigor and PROSPERITY ( 隆 ) 
one in his later years may only DESCEND. «= BE 1376 









主峰 し ゅ ほう 3 main peak. 
ご 連峰 れん ぼう mountain range, series of 











2 mountain peaks .ee 0582 
f ト 最高 峰 さい こぅ ほう highest peak; highest 
f id authority aiian 0196, 0185 


峰 伝い に みね づ た い に along the ridges. ...0223 
峰 続 き みね っ づき succession of peaks .… 0354 













my fir 0908 





Use the distinctive element ¥ as a cue for the meaning of the next four characters. Here 
visualize it as a path leading to the top of a high mountain (LL) PEAK (the crossing strokes 
depict a series of steps). As in the previous two entries, & represents the summit. 










〇 逢 着 する ほう ちゃ くす る encounter.......... 
〇 逢う ぁ ぅ meetwith, see, encounter 
逢い 引き あい びき rendezvous, assignation 
0422 





ホウ 
(3) 











IUO し の びあ い secretrendezvous ....1095 
























Borrowing the idea of “path” from the previous entry, see & as a path or line moving 
forward (i...) to MEET someone or something. Note that all four kanji incorporating 4 are 
pronounced 7*7. This is another kanji that has not been officially simplified to 3 (see xt 
1145). Remember, writing 3_ is always acceptable. 






ORE さい ほ ぅ sewing, tailoring .............. 
縫合 する ほう ご うす る suture, stitch (a wound) 








og ぬう sew, stitch 


HEC RED きず ぐち を ぬう suture a wound 
I Oe 1307, 9019 














This character subsumes the previous entry 3& MEET. However, seeing # thread, we should 
simply take 丰 as a needle and stitches, for SEWING. 3_ might be interpreted as the needle’s 
forward motion, but in any case, learn to recognize SEWING from the combination of # and 














BEE, wasp 


養蜂 ょ ぅ ほう beekeeping, apiculture 
蜂起 ほう き revolt 
働き 蜂 は た らき ば ち worker bee 








蜂の巣 は ちの す beehive 


蜂 に 刺さ れる は ち に ささ れる be stung bya bee 
0935 











it insect transforms 縫 '$ needle and stitches into a wasp's stinger and stripes. 


HONEY: nectar 


9 蜂蜜 は ち ぁ っ honey 
蜜蜂 みっ ぱち honeybee 
花蜜 か みっ nectar 

















Recall 必 without fail (review 0549 if necessary). Let 让 suggest crowded, from the idea that 
everyone must crowd together under one roof (^'"), without fail. In this entry we thus have 
insects ($) crowded inside a confining structure, to represent bees in a HONEYcomb. = $% 


2294, 密 1383 


' CLOSE, dense, tight 
? SECRET 








OWE みっ と density 

1 密接 な みっ せっ な dose, intimate 

1 精密 せい みっ precision, accuracy, minuteness 
0976 


OWA みっ ゆ ゅ smuggling, contraband trade 0945 


2 密入国 みっ に ゅ 2 こく illegal entry (into a 
country) 0039, 0075 














(Continuing from the previous entry) Crowding (20%) inside a confined mountain (LH) shelter: 
CLOSE/dense/tight. M2 SECRET derives from the idea of holding a piece of information CLOSE 


to one's chest. «= 3 1382 


SECRET 


9 秘密 ひみ っ secret, mystery; privacy 
秘書 ひし ょ secretary; treasured book ......0079 
ERR 5 も < ひ す る keep silent, keep secret 
0762 








神秘 し ん び mystery 


O 心 に 秘め る ここ ろ に ひめ る keep (something)to 
oneself 0056 
ーーーー 











One's rice (f) must be kept SECRET, without fail (>), vs W 1894 








EUROPE 











欧州 お うし ゅ う Furope 0845 
9 欧米 ぉ うべ ぃ Europe and America ......... 0234 
欧 亜 お うぅ あぁ EuropeandAsia. 0545 


西欧 せい ぉ ぅ Western Europe; the Occident 


北欧 ほ く < ぉ ぅ Northern Europe, Scandinavia 0122 














PIVOT 








Recall 区 0297 DIVIDE INTO SECTIONS/DISTRICTS. Here 欠 indicates the lack of such division. 
欠 76 | This we can easily associate with EUROPE, ever less divided since the advent of the European 


H Union. 
nit 


枢 要 な すう よう な pivotal, cardinal ........... 0547 
O 枢 軸 すう 3 じ く pivot,axis. .i 0692 
枢軸 国 すう ぅ じ < こ く the Axis powers ...0692, 0075 
枢密 すう みっ secret government affairs... 1383 
中 枢 ちゅ うす う pivot, Center 0035 














BEAT, thrash 


| Here visualize 区 as a board attached to the tree (X) by a hinge. Now imagine turning 区 left 
and right, like a hinged signboard, while stays in place at one central point or PIVOT. 


ORT お うぅ だ blow, beating 1025 
殴 殺 する ぉ うさ きっ する beattodeath........ 0522 
ORES な ぐる beat, thrash 








オウ 
な ぐ ( る ) 


殴り 倒す な ぐり た ぉ す knockdown ......... 0941 
横殴り よこ な ぐり side sweep, side blow ....0916 











xn 


0788 








Here let メ slash marks (see 殺 0522) suggest an image of violently BEATING/thrashing with 


a lance (42). 


駆使 する < し する use liberally, order around 
0887 


O 先 駆 者 せん < し ゃ forerunner, pioneer 0134, 0107 
O 〇 駆け る か ける gallop, dash 





ク 
か (ける ) か (る ) 





駆け 回 る か け ま ゎ る bustle about, run about 
0050 


駆け 込み 乗車 か け に み じ ょ うし ゃ dashing onto 
à departing train 0192, 1005, 0125 








Here we find slash marks (A) on a horse's hind. Picture a coachman DRIVING the horse 
forward with a violent crack of his whip. se 馳 1389 














EE 


2 GALLOP run 馳せ る は せる drive, ride 
後 れ 馳せ ぉ < れ ば せ lastminute 0114 


Bb 2 ち < す る rush around, exert oneself (for 
L | someone’sbenefil) 6o dioere 1388 


F ご 馳走 する こち を うす る treat, entertain, feast...0140 
は (せる ) O ご馳走様 で し た ご ち そ うさ まで し た [polite way of 

thanking someone for a meal or other hospitality] 
doeet 0140, 0501 


E. Recall 也 scorpion, first introduced at 地 0187. Here a horse, stung on the rear by a scorpion, 
breaks into a wild GALLOP. «= 5K 1388 






































i em CLAMOR ORE そう ぉ ん nojse ccc. 0150 
=” 騒 々 し い そう ぞう し い damorous, uproarious, 
^ noisy 
os K | 騒動 うとう disturbance, uproar; strife; 
YAY ノウ confusion BORRADA 054 
さわ (で i . 

i 了 さわ ( く ) 〇 騒ぐ さ ゎ ぐ make noise, be uproarious 

| 大 騒ぎ ぉ ぉ さ ゎ ぎ uproar, racket, row ......0033 





[| To raise a CLAMOR from the horse, dangle an insect (42) from your hand (JL) next to his 
rear. 








RISING SUN, morning sun 旭日 きょく じ っ つ risingsUn oe. 0001 
旭光 き ょ っ こぅ rays of the morning/rising sun 
0137 





| | 旭川 ぁ あさ ひか ゎ Asahi River; senten 
キョ ク Hokkaido prefecture) .i 0022 
あさ ひ 








ee | 

BRE) Behold the sun (H) coming up over the horizon: RISING SUN/morning sun. m appears 
mostly in personal and place names; the usual writing of あさ ひ (morning sun) is BAH (see 
0145). «= H. 1392 

















2571 
名 | 6 
f DAWN BY 大 A 世 才 moming and evening, day ane 
: SEE AM pe 0265 
mpi H$ Aig mom and eve, dawn and dusk 1342 
mi 元 日 が 4 た 4 (morning of) New Year's Day, 
ZA A TNI 0136 
Am 9 一 旦 ぃ っ た ん once; fora while.............. 0002 











| The sun (H) coming up over the horizon: DAWN. The readings タン and ダン sound like 
DAWN. ts H. 1395, JË 1391 





2119 





380 5 














PROVIDED THAT however 





9 但 L た だ し provided that, on condition that, 
however, but, only 

me 但し 書き た だ し が き provis0 0079 

Lo) | 但し 付き た だ し っ き conditional............. 0064 

た だ (し ) ボブ は 約束 は する 、 但 し 実行 は し な い 

ボ プ は や くそ く は する 、 た だ し じ っ こ う は し な い Bob 

nes. makes promises, but he does not keep them 

MH EUR 0170, 0307, 0499, 0055 


|| Used in writing the conditional conjunction 但し た だ し (PROVIDED THAT). We might 
think of a man (1 ) who was given the freedom to do whatever he pleased in the evening, 
PROVIDED he reported for duty promptly at dawn ( H.). 


























1BEAR ON SHOULDER 1 担架 た ん か stretche .i 

‘ 2UNDER ! 御 興 を 担ぐ みこ し を か つぐ cary a palanquin/ 
y E ER portable shrine .ee 0862, 0506 
る 担当 する た ん と うす る undertake, be in charge of 
3 ni BY a MM M rrr 0141 
i か つぐ ) に な ( う ) 2 負担 ふた ん burden, charge, responsibility 0829 
— ② 責 任 を 担う せき に ん を に な う shoulderresponsi- 
DVS 0831, 0372 











E| The physical act of carrying something heavy on the shoulder, as a construction worker 
carries lumber, is not hard to see in this character for SHOULDERING. Take S8 as the thumb 
of a laborer's hand, laid over his SHOULDER to grasp the stack of two-by-fours (H) he is 
SHOULDERING. 



















HELLED いく ね ん に も わた る spanning over 
' eps SO MANY YEATS .ee 0470, 0117 
i 〇 数 キロ に 責 る すう キロ に わた る spanning over 
] severalkilometers .es 0309 
BEN コウ 
わた (る ) 
prse, 














jn H. 1392 the bottom line represented the eastern horizon, where the sun appears at the 
beginning of the day. Here we add a second horizontal line, to indicate an arbitrary end point 
for a time period during which the sun (H) SPANS the distance between one horizontal line 
and the next. Try to think of it as a long distance/period. ræ H. 1392, 宮 1398 




















CONSTANT, permanent 〇 恒常 こう じょう constancy 
— 恒 产 = うさ 4 fixed property ................ 0181 
gu i | 恒星 こう せい fixed star, sidereal............. 0755 
。 | コウ 恒例 こぅ っ れい established custom … 0721 
i 恒久 こう きゅう 3 perpetuity, permanency..... 0904 















E339&-| Mind (1) + span (E): let this suggest CONSTANCY of mood or temperament. Note, however, 
that this character does not refer to a mental state but merely the fact of being CONSTANT/ 


トー permanent. 


FENCE, wall 垣根 か き ね fence, hedge 
ご 石垣 いし が き stone wall 














E| Visualize an earthen (X) wall spanning (Œ) from the lower horizontal line to the upper 
horizontal line: FENCE/wall. «= 过 2171, BE 1466 





PROCLAIM 宣伝 を ん て ん publicity, propaganda; 
advertisement 


Ni 宜 教 せん 4 きょう 3 missionary work 

宣言 せ 4 げ ん declaration, proclamation...0051 
AR tata declaration of war 
宣布 せん ぶ proclamation, promulgation 0204 














NÉ: To PROCLAIM is to announce something in public. Here we can think of span (Ei) in the 


special sense of extending one's message across a wide area, as to every house (^7) in the 
land, in the manner of a television advertisement (see V1) or a house-by-house missionary 
campaign (see V2). vs 宜 1519, H. 1395 





CLAMOROUS URBES けん そう な noisy, tumultuous 1390 
IELO putu noisy, clamorous 


や か まし い noisy, clamorous; carping, 
complaining 


O 


ケン 
か ま び す (し い ) や か ま ( し い ) 











(L1) noisily uttering proclamations (Œ): CLAMOROUS. 





〇 喧嘩 けん か quarrel 


夫婦 喧嘩 ふぅ ふ げ ん か domestic quarrel 
0565, 1017, 1399 


— 喧嘩 早い けん か ば ゃ い quarrelsome 1399, 0143 

















Review 華 1012. Here, picture words blooming forth from the mouth (L1) like flowers: NOISY. 
ox E 1401 








SALIVA 9 唾液 だ えき saliva 
MESE 2 だ きす る spit out; despise 
HE まゆ っ ぱ counterfeit 























Review FÈ 1004. Here, imagine SALIVA dangling ($Œ) down from the mouth (L1). To remem- 
ber the kun-yomi, think of all the つば in a tuba-player's mouthpiece. ss» Ë 1400 








T JAR, pot OWE あら っ ぽ oilcan eee eee. 0433 
コー EE た きっ ぽ poolbeneath a waterfall..... 0508 
Tu こっ っ ぽ funeraty Um 0465 
ココ © | ZCHÉ た こっ ぽ octopus pot; foxhole 
つぼ た ん 電 た ん っ ぽ spittoon, cuspidor 














Now we add a つぼ for our つば : a JAR (spittoon?) for our spit. Picture the military man (£) 
aiming across the room to spit into this wide-bellied JAR/pot (resembling 42 0545). Note 

in the sample compounds that a spitting-pot is but one of many kinds of JARS or pots this 
ET character can refer to. 


















十 坪 じ っ っ ぽ に と っ ぱ ) 10 tsubo............. 
地 坪 wow landarea... 


TSUBO (about 3.3 square meters) 













A different kind of つぼ is the unit for 3.3 square meters, intuitively referred to here by the 
combination “flat (F) land (£)" (regardless of gradient, land for sale must be measured on a 
flat plane). If you don’t remember how to distinguish + 0334 and 半 0335, now would be a 
good time to review. 













0248 
AB 
o ， | WATERSIDE 9 湖畔 zita lakeside cece 0259 
"- AN P4 河畔 か は ん riverside ccc. 0818 
WEE sg ん edgeofapond.................. 0188 
ハン 旭川 畔 ぁ あさ ひか が ゎ は ん the banks of the Asahi 
River sieur oe Re ER 1391, 0022 














Here we observe a rice field (EH) alongside a body of water. Half( 半 ) of the rice field is on 
H 102| the WATERSIDE (the right-hand half, as pictured here). 


1060 





Lir 





MULTITUDE 民衆 みん L ぁ ぅ populace, the people 0477 


ご 大 衆 小説 を い ue ぅ し ょ う を せっ popular novel, pulp 
fiction 0033, 0034, 1197 
公衆 電話 こう し ゅ う で 4 ゎ publictelephone 
0089, 0155, 0053 
系 議院 Us5swA House of Representatives 
0927, 0634 
アメ リカ 合衆国 アメ リカ が っ し ゅ うこ く United States 
of America 0227, 0075 


The lower portion of this character resembles the right-hand portion of 脈 1366. Here, 


imagine blood ( 血 ) “multiplying” along many branching bloodlines, as a single ancestor 
proliferates into a vast MULTITUDE. 




















PHONETIC [i] 伊 呂 波 いろ は iroha the Japanese syllabary 


1240 


9 日 独 伊 に ちと くい Japan, Germany, and Italy; 
Japanese-German-Italian 0001, 0346 


駐 伊 ちゅ うい stationed in Italy 0367 

















Visualize T as a three-fingered hand grasping a staff (56). Here picture it using the staff to 
trace the katakana letter 7, which was in fact derived from this kanji. {F is used to represent 
the sound 4 in kanji-based phonetic spellings, and as an abbreviation for Italy. va» Æ 1407 





' RULER 君主 < ん Le monarch, sovereign 

2 FAMILIAR TITLE 1 君臣 《ALA rulerand subject 

3Y0U ! 君が代 きみ が よ imperial reign; "Kimigayo" 
ジン (title of Japanese national anthem) 0071 
きみ XA ?平野 君 Os の < ん [familiar] Mr. Hirano 


0334.0534 











③ 君 の き ぁ の [familiarlyour 


(Continuing from the previous entry) The hand wields the staff of authority ($4); the mouth 
(L1) issues official orders: RULER. ss" 伊 1406 








GROUP, crowd, flock HERE ぐん し ゅ 3 crowd of people, multitude 1405 
群集 ぐん しゅ う crowd, mob 

ご 魚群 き ょ ぐ 4 school of fish 
>= 蜂 が 群がっ て いる は ち が む ら が っ て いる bees are 
む ( れ る ) む ( れ ) むら むら (が る ) Ns 
り 羊 の 群れ ひっ じ の むれ flock ofsheep ......0490 














| Here we observe a flock of sheep (3E) following their ruler ( 君 , the shepherd, who holds a 
shepherd's staff): flock/crowd/GROUP. 

















郡部 < ん ぶ counties; rural districts 
郡 制 ぐん せい county system 
郡 県 ぐ で 4 けん counties and prefectures .. .. 0844 
名 西郡 みょう ざい ぐ 4 Myozai district... 0269, 0795 














Ruler (38) + town ( B). This suggests the ruler of an area centered on a major town: a count. 
A count rules over a COUNTY. «= 那 1410, 邦 1411 





PHONETIC [na] 9 日 那 た ん な master, husband, patron, pro- 
tector; sir; donor 1392 


刹那 せっ な althe] moment 


刹那 的 せっ な て き momentary, inr 
523, 0169 














It suffices to distinguish this character from the ones before and after it, and to note its use in 
VI, which you should practice writing out and pronouncing. ss &b 1409, 邦 1411 





' STATE OIH れん ぼう federation, confederation, union 
058 


? JAPAN 
1 盟 邦 ゅ い ほ ぅ ally, allied powers 


1 東邦 と うほ ぅ eastern country, Oriental nation; 
ホウ the Orient 003 


@ 邦 人 ほ 3 じ ん Japanese, fellow countryman 0015 
2 邦楽 ほう が < Japanese music 
Think of SI-4 as a fence or palisade. Together with B walls around the edge of town, this 


suggests the boundaries around the territory of an independent political entity, or STATE. M2 
is an extended meaning. «= 那 1410, ŽB 1409 

















9 郊外 こう が ぃ suburbs, outskirts 
近郊 き 4 こ う suburbs, outskirts 0194 


断 郊 競 走 だ た ん こう きょう そう cross-country race 
0849, 1204, 0140 

















Crossing ( 交 )1 the walls around the edge of town (I5) takes you into ) the SUBURBS. Note that, 
except for && 0693, all kanji incorporating 交 follow its on reading, コウ . 








3 。 EFFECT 効果 こぅ か effect efficacy; resul .......... 0599 





: 効率 こう 3 り っ efficiency 0752 
ノ h Y 有効 な ゅ ぅ こう な effective, valid ........... 0400 
c E : 
6 コウ 発効 する は っ こう する take effect, come into 
き ( く ) OGA 0148 








O 良 く 効 く ょ < きく Itworks/is effective ....... 0285 








| Crossing/interchanging (28) + strengths (JJ). Informed by the economic theory of compara- 
tive advantage, we can derive the idea of EFFECTIVENESS from the way this character implies 
"exchanging strength with strength," each individual doing what he or she does with the 
greatest EFFECT. 














1STRANGLE ORM SS こう さっ する strangle, hang .......0522 
1 に s し 

2WRING 絞首刑 こう し ゅ けい execution by hanging 
0157, 0722 

ざ 首 を 絞め る く び を し ゅ る strangle, wring the 

コウ neck 0157 

Li£(2) し ( め る ) し (まる ) ⑨ お 絞り ぉ し ぼり wet towel, steamed towel 

2 雑巾 を 絞る ぞう きん を し ぼる wringafloorcloth 
0379, 0203 


| Imagine either end of a rope (%) looping around someone's neck and then crossing (2): 
STRANGLE; WRING. As a shortcut, visualize 511-12 as the two ends of the rope closing around 


the neck. Do not confuse 絞る (しぼる, wring) with 縛る (し ば る , bind; see 0984), or FES 
(し ぼる , squeeze, extract; see next entry). «= 4X 1416 




















SQUEEZE, extract 搾油 さ < ゅ oilexpression/extraction 
搾乳 さく < に ゅ ぅ milking 

| 圧搾 する あっ さく する press, compress 
本 り 搾取 する さく しゅ する exploit 


LIE (4) 搾り 立て の オレ ンジ ジュ ー ス し ぼり た て の 
オレ ンジ ジュ ー ス freshly squeezed orange 














| Imagine you are trying to extract a painful splinter from your hand: first you saw (E) a hole 
( 完 ) in your hand (F ), then you SQUEEZE out the splinter. Now practice writing and distin- 
guishing the meanings of the three verbs listed at the end of the previous entry. 











; CREST 家紋 か も 4 family crest/badge............. 0219 
紋様 & ん よう crestpattern................... 0501 

紋 織 り る 4 ん ぉ り figuredtextiles.............. 1088 

モン PRL は る ん ripple; stir, sensation........... 0598 

O 指 紋 し も 4 fingerprint .5 0932 




















EXE Thread (#) + writing CC): indicates the distinctive insignia "written" in thread on a flag, 
系 120| uniform, etc.—a CREST. vs 絞 1414 


1194 
a 10 








CHRYSANTHEMUM 菊花 きっ か chrysanthemum 


BATE きく に ん ぎょ う chrysanthemum figure 
[doll] 0015, 0147 
野菊 の き < wild chrysanthemum; aster.…0534 
白菊 し ら ぎ < white chrysanthemum 0076 
り 菊 の 御 紋 き < の ご も 4 imperial crest of the 
chrysanthemum 0862, 1416 
| The variety of CHRYSANTHEMUM most often seen in Japan is a large, tufty flower. In this kanji, 
AK represents the flower's long, tightly gathered petals, while “J suggests its elephantine 
size, and ++ implies plant. Note that the chrysanthemum is used in the Japanese Imperial 
Seal, and that the on reading キク is unique in this course. 




















EMPEROR 帝王 て い ぉ う monarch, emperor 
皇帝 こぅ て い emperor 
9 帝国 て いこ < empire, imperial 


テイ 帝国 主義 て いこ <L ゅ ぎ imperialism 
みか ど * 0075, 0365, 0926 


帝政 て いせ い imperial government 














L| Visualize the EMPEROR, wearing a special ceremonial belt (55-6) and cloth gown (TH). 
vs 带 1232 





"CONCLUDE, contract の 締結 する て いけ っ する conclude, contract... 0516 
2TIGHTEN ! 締約 て い ゃ < conclusion of a treaty 0170 
① 締 め 切 り し めき り dosing day, deadline; 
ティ Closed, No Entrance [sign] 
2 / 
し (まる ) し (まり ) し ( め る ) - し ( め ) ベル ト を 締め る ベル ト を し め る fasten one's belt 


-L (5) 2 取り 締まる と り し まる manage, control; 
superintend 








E Here let # cord represent the cords of the emperor ("i7 Ys belt (11-12). Now visualize the 
cords of his belt TIGHTENING, symbolic of the uncompromising restrictions on his public and 
private behavior. M2 contract/CONCLUDE is an extended meaning. 











9 GIVE UP 〇 諦め る ぁ き ら め る give up; resign oneself to 
ry 諦め あきらめ resignation, acceptance 
諦観 て いか 4 realistic vision, resignation ...1128 
1 E 
14 テイ 
あき ら ( め る ) 








ーーー ル ーー 


| Building on the previous entry, now visualize the emperor, weary of living under such tight 
constraints, announcing (È) his abdication: "I GIVE UP” Now practice writing and distin- 
guishing the meanings of the last three entries. 











Lit 





ENJOY, receive BETS きょう じゅ する enjoy, receive, be given 
0065 


PATS きょう ゆう する enjoy, possess 
享楽 きょう 6< enjoyment 
享年 きょう ね 4 ageatdeath 














Means ENJOY in the sense of receiving something beneficial. Here we see the child (F) 
receive the benefit of some additional height (from 高 0185). Now think of the hardships 
you suffered when you were small, and all the benefits you ENJOYED once you grew tall. As a 
grapheme, 5€ will mean growing child. py = 1423 





OUTER ENCLOSURE O 政 郭 が いか < outer enclosure; outline, contour 
026 


輪郭 りん か < contour, outline, profile .…0944 


城郭 じょう か < castle, fortress; castle walls, 
enclosure 














Here we observe the growing child (3) trying unsuccessfully to scale the walls around the 
edge of town (5): OUTER ENCLOSURE. 











1 ! INN, restaurant 1 亭主 て いし g husband; master, host 0365 

i 2 UEGEBBE ToLerag overbearing hus- 
"ex SE RO SUPER BANG scd tee 0365, 0451, 0076 
yu JORE eTo inn hote 0569 
74 OHE りょう て い high-class restaurant, Japanese 
restaurant. 0758 

?二 华亭 ふた ば て い Futabatei [writer's nam 

0003 











el 
人 , D6 
Recall that F 0437 depicts a T-shaped intersection, and that 高 0185 depicts a tall building. | 
Now Visualize in this Character a tall INN/restaurant situated at a T-shaped intersection. 
ug 学 1421 














1785 
1 2 Olik toL stop, halt; suspension .......... 
: 停車 て いし ゃ stoppage (ofa vehicle) ....... 0125 
3 Y2 停学 て い が < suspension from school......0099 








バス の 停留 所 バス の て いり ゅ うじ ょ Dus stop 
(abbr. 78 AFB) cee 1170, 0249 








2 
"T テイ 停職 て いし ょ < suspension from office... .. 1087 
n 




















INSECT 











OR こん ちゅ 3 insect 0343 
昆虫 学 こん ちゅ う が < entomology.... 0343,0099 
昆布 こん ぶ = こぶ ) seatangle, kelp … 0204 











We now come to the beginning of a rather formidable snarl of fifteen or so intertwining look- 
alike characters. To untangle them all, we shall have to take care to review distinctions and 


similarities as we go. Here, visualize 比 as a pair of INSECTS buzzing about on a sunny (H) 
day. x= f? 1427 


MIX, mixed up 





コン 
ま ( じ る ) 
こ ( む ) 


- ま ( じ り ) ま ( ざ る ) ま ( ぜ る ) 











混血 こん けっ mixed-blood, racial mixture 0198 
混合 こん ご ぅ mixing, mixture 
混雑 こん さっ confusion, disorder, congesti 
こん さ congestion 
03 


混乱 ZASA disorder, confusion, chaos... 0380 
O 混 ぜ る まぜ る mix, blend, scramble 





E Now picture the insects (EÈ) MIXING (reproducing) in water ( Y ). 













ALL, everything, everyone 










カイ 
みな みん な * 








` 





皆目 か いる < altogether, wholly; (not) at all 0021 


O 皆 無 か いむ nothing 0048 
国民 皆 兵 こく みん か い へ い universal conscrip- 


NO 0075, 0477, 0907 


皆様 みな さま everybody, ladies and gentlemen 
生生 0501 


OKC みな で all/everyone together 












2 8 


| : Take 4 as a variant of Él (indicating one's self), and the pair of seated people (EL) as a pair 
of one's fellows. ALL three are gathered together. ss ¥ 


BLOCK CHARACTER STYLE 











月 0124, Eb 1425 





OFFS か いし ょ block [square] style used in We 
or printing Chinese characters. ............. 0079 














4 Refers to the BLOCK CHARACTER STYLE used in printing and non-cursive writing, in which 
all (Ef) characters are written with the regular straightness of a tree (#). Note that all three 
characters incorporating 臣 follow its on reading, カイ . 











389 














HARMONY 0 谐 调 か いち ょ 3 harmony, melody 


BERR は いか い humorous waka poem 














| All( 22) words (È) in agreement: HARMONY. 





'FLOOR, story ! 三 階 さん が ぃ third floor 

? RANK, class 阶段 か いた ん steps, flight of stairs 

2 段階 だ ん か い grade, rank, step, stage 
カイ @ 阶 层 か いそ う social stratum, class; tier 
2 位 阶 いか い court, rank 














See 『 as calling attention to the two levels in 覧 1427: its upper bulge points to the upper 
FLOOR/story occupied by one's two friends (Et); its lower bulge points to the lower FLOOR/ 
story occupied by one's self (F1). M2 RANK/class is an extended meaning. v BE 1431 


9 陛下 へ ぃ か His/Her/Your Majesty 


天皇 陸 下 て ん の う へ いか His Majesty the 
Emperor, His Imperial Majesty. ..0270, 0077, 0040 














As in the previous entry, let $ suggest different levels. At the top we find a pair of seated 
people (EE), here representing the emperor and empress. Now picture their Highnesses 
descending the IMPERIAL PALACE STEPS toward the ground (Œ). Learn to recognize this 
kanji and the ones before and after it by how they differ. rs 階 1430, 陸 1432 


O 大 陸 た いり < continent 
陸 兵 り < へ ぃ land troops 
陸軍 り < ぐ ん army 
着陸 ちゃ <u< landing, alighting 


陸上 り <C ょ うぅ land, ground; shore; track and 
field 0041 














Review 先 0134. In the next few entries, the grapheme ZË draws our attention to the sub- 
strate of earth (E) situated beneath 先 roots. We'll call it earth’s crust (not to be confused 
with Æ). To signify LAND (in the sense of “not the sea"), we take earth’s crust and add hills 
(B). The reading リク is unique in this course. es BE 1438, BE 1431, HE 1433 











FRIENDLY intimate 









親睦 し ん ぼく friendliness, amity, intimacy 0276 
g 和睦 ゎ ぼ < reconciliation, peace 
"T. HEC t6 get along well 





4 m 睦 ま じい ぉ っ ま Cu friendly, intimate 
むつ (まじ い )* むつ ( む )* 広尾 の 睦 会 ひろ る お の むっ みか い Hiroo Inelgh- 
borhood] clubyassociation. 0238, 0488 

















This character represents the idea of intimate familiarity: an eye (H) sees all the way down 
below the roots and into the earth’s crust (22): intimate/FRIENDLY. vs» 陸 1432 

























1 POWER, force O35 BEC いき お いよ く forcibly, with vigor... 0285 

2 CONDITION, trend ! 勢 力 せい ぃ り k< power, force, influence... ...0084 
JAM お お ぜ い crowd, great number of .....0033 

セイ 9 た いせ い general trend 

いき お ( い ) 2? 情勢 じょう せい state of things, situation ....0973 














ユ — 

7E earth’s crust and JL round together make 9, the round earth. This kanji illustrates the 
idea of POWER by showing 7J power carrying the whole round earth on its back. Associate 
MI POWER with M2 CONDITION/trend via the idea of the current state of one's strength. 
Now go back and peek at the old form of 芸 0225. «= 24 1435 











HEAT, hot 高熱 = うねっ intense heat; high fever......0185 
熱望 ね っ ぽう 3 fervent hope, earnest desire 1066 
熱烈 な ね つれ っ な ardent, fervent .…… 0719 
RY 〇 情熱 じょう ね っ passion, enthusiasm........ 0973 


do (wv) O 〇 熱い コー ヒー あぁっ つい コー ヒー hot coffee 






















| Below the round earth (ZA) a fire (^w) burns: the earth’s HOT core. The reading ネツ is unique 
in this course. se 34 1434, #4 1436, 3 1437 



























1 MATURE, ripe 9 未 熟 太 み じ ゅ < な unripe, immature; unskilled, 

2 PIE 
ーー で 円 部 し た えん じゅ < し た mature, fully developed 

Thom e n 0 | — 5 — — T oA ERRARE REESE 
BIAS 5 し ゅ うじ ゅ くす る become practiced (in) 
° ンー シン I da ee, MPO QU at 0420 

5 う ( れ る 熟語 じゅ < ご compound word; phrase, idiom 
NNN dia: SS nm 0222 
— に 熱 れ る うれ る ripen, mature 
XE be 








| xx (growing child) and 3L (round) together make A (well-rounded child). To this add a low 
flame (o), for tempering: MATURE. «= 2% 1435, & 1437 

















NE. 9 PRIVATE SCHOOL ME じゅ < ちょ う principal ofa private schoo! 0091 
Tr WAÆ C ゅ < せい student ofa private school. .. 0036 
s $ AS に ゅ う C ゅ < entering a private school... 0039 
JF. 3 ジュ ク |O3ERBSR auzua private school forthe study 
m of English tt 0332, 0222 

E RN 塾 を 開く b ゅ < を oe< opena private school 0450 


















1437 Here F shifts our attention to the place where the well-rounded child ($X) develops: PR | 
+ 32 | VATE SCHOOL. «= ZÀ 1435, 3, 1436 











IMPERIAL MAUSOLEUM, hill 





ORRE き w2 り ょ う hill, hillock .................. 
陵墓 yag imperialtomb ................. 1340 
御陵 ご りょう imperial mausoleum .......... 0862 





| 


リョ ウ 
みさ さ ぎ 


ご ご ご 











E Only 久 distinguishes this kanji from PE 1432, so focus on that. Imagine that emperors are 
| 170| buried with crossed legs (AX), just as the Egyptian pharaohs were buried with crossed arms. 

Thus a hill ( E, i.e., a tumulus) where one finds crossed legs buried beneath the roots (22) 
could only be an IMPERIAL MAUSOLEUM. mw [E 1432 











RHOMBUS ZEKE ひし が た diamond shape, rhombus...0147 
〇 三菱 みっ ぴ び し Mitsubishi [company name] 
D 





ひし 














i 1 We know not to confuse this character with 陵 1438 IMPERIAL MAUSOLEUM because it has 
no hill (F) under which to inter an emperor. We thus turn our attention to its shape—wide 
at the center and narrow at top and bottom—which suggests a RHOMBUS <>. 





BRILLIANT PERSON 俊才 し ゅ ん さい genius 

O 俊 低 し 4 けつ genius, hero 
俊英 L ゅ ん ぇ い talent, genius; gifted person 0332 
俊 童 し ゅ 4 と ぅ brilliant boy, infant prodigy 0537 

















| Review BE 0800. Here, we have a “sharply stimulating" (22) person (4 ): BRILLIANT PERSON. 
mw 酸 0800, YE 1441, 傑 76 




















INSTIGATE 教唆 きょう さ instigation, incitement 
ご 示唆 する し さす る suggest, hint 
〇 唆 す そそ の か す instigate, egg on, incite 


サ ed A Dr SPACE CEDE incite 
の か a person to do something wrong 
そそ の か (すず) 0015, 0546, 0080 














A mouth (LT) giving a sharp stimulus (Z8), that is, INSTIGATING someone to do something. 
mw 俊 1440, 酸 0800 


should be visible from here 


ざ そ の 答 だ その は ず だ Thatisto be expected, You 
would think so 


TO BE EXPECTED 1 ここ か ら 見 える 答 だ ここ か ら み える は ず だ It 
0083 














$4. Originally this meant “notch of an arrow, but it is mainly used today to express the idea “TO 
BE EXPECTED.’ Recalling the ancient use of bamboo for keeping records and figures, picture 
the tongue (15) pronouncing a figure tallied on bamboo (^" ), indicating it as one's estimate, 
as the EXPECTED figure. se 2% 1443, 笑 0579 


CHOPSTICKS OBS ぉ は し chopsticks 
取り 箸 と り ば し chopsticks for serving 
KÆ urge tongs 























Here a person (者 ) uses bamboo (^) as an instrument for eating or serving: a pair of CHOP- 
STICKS. The final dot stroke, just above H, appears in 者 -based kanji that have not officially 
been simplified (including 賭 and fifi, just below). As the variant forms indicate, you will also 
see these kanji written without this final stroke. «= 4 1442, 著 0707 


HOT, summer heat 猛 暑 も うし ょ fierce heat 
〇 暑中 し ょ ちゅ う midsummer 

BA し ょ ゎ っ heat of summer 
OLB むし ぁ つ い sultry, sweltering 


真夏 の 暑 さ まな っ の ぁ っ さ heatofhigh 
summer 0838, 0363 











| The HOT summer sun (日 ) scorches this hapless person (44). Alternatively, see an elder (>) 
being scorched between two HOT summer suns. Though the on-yomi of 者 0107 is シャ , 
most kanji incorporating it on the bottom or right side (as here and in the following entries) 
are read チョ or ショ , and all have the short vowel. «= 著 0707, -& 1445 
















' GOVERNMENT OFFICE 
? SIGN ONE'S NAME 


















! 警察 署 jooks policestation .... 
消防 署 し ょ う ぼ うし ょ fire station .......1289, 0174 
1 税务 署 ぜ い む し ょ taxoffice 1195, 0687 
る 署名 し ょ めい signature, autograph ... 0269 
* 代 署 す る だ いし ょ する signforanother 



















Review 5& 0417, where we added the meaning law for mm. Here see a person (者 ) inside a 
GOVERNMENT OFFICE, such as a city office or police station. The “wide net of the /aw" cov- 
ers him; that is, he is under legal authority. For M2, note that SIGNING ONE'S NAME puts a 
person under legal obligation. va 4% 1443, 著 0707, = 1444 

















曙光 し ょ こぅ first streak of daylight, dawn... 0137 


ORC ORE じたい の あぁ あけぼの dawn ofa new era 
RR EEUU TCR Lee aR IS 0383, 0071 

















| Think of a government office (2) near where you live, such as a police station or fire station. 
Someone is on duty there around the clock—even when the sun (日 Ys first rays shine upon 
it at DAWN, as depicted here. 












か (ける ) 





賭 す る と する stake, risk; bet, wager 
賭博 と g< gambling .oo 0983 

O 金 を 賭け る か ね を か ける betmoney....... 0029 
賭け か け bet, wager 

賭け 金 か け きん stakes, bet 




















Here we observe a person (者 ) presenting money (Hl) as a WAGER. 


VARIOUS, all kinds of 






















諸島 し ょ と う archipelago 


諸君 し ょ <4 Ladies and Gentlemen, my friends, 
VOUS 1407 


ORE] し ょ こく various/all countries. .......... 0075 
諸説 し ょ せっ various views/theories ....... 1197 
諸般 の し ょ は ん の various, several, all, every 0671 








| us 储 1449 





| Words (3) + people (者 ): let this combination suggest the VARIOUS languages people speak. 


PROFIT 





fa 
も う ( け る ) も う ( か る ) も う ( け ) 


























〇 儲け る も うけ る profit, make (money) 


儲かる も うか る yield a profit, be profitable 
儲け る 3 け profit 

儲け 役 も ぅ け や く lucrative post ....... 0518 
大 儲け ぉ ぅ も ぅ 7 largeprofit................ 0033 


Visualize two persons (4 and 者 ) exchanging words (È) in negotiating a sweet deal: PROFIT. 


mw dd 1448 


1 OUTSET, beginning 
2 LINE, thread (of events) 





ショ fa 
お 








! 緒言 し ょ げん に ちょ げん ) preface, foreword 0051 
1 緒戦 し ょ せん に ちょ せん ) beginning of hostilities 
0461 


2 由緒 ゆい し ょ history, lineage 
⑨ 一 緒 に いっ し ょ に together; at the same time; in 
0002 


2 へその緒 へ その ぉ umbilical cord 





ME Visualize the person (者 ) reaching down and taking the near end of the thread (that is, its 


beginning or OUTSET), and then following the thread right down the LINE, like a detective 
following a thread of events. It helps to visualize S10 as the LINE or thread of events being 


followed. 


OLD MAN 


〇 老 谷 2515 oldman 
RASS し る る と ぉ う the revered old Mr. 
Shiromoto 1298, 0031 








釣 面 ぉ き な め ん Noh mask for old man char- 
01 








| Recall J} wings. Ignore 公 $ meaning and instead visualize it as a weary OLD MAN spreading 
his angel wings (S1-2) as he prepares to fly up toward heaven. 





OLD WOMAN 


ON ろ ぅ ば old woman 


老婆 心 ろう ば し 4 grandmotherly solicitude 
0629, 0056 


PE xat midwife 





2A 


ば あ * 





〇 お 婆さん ぉ ば ぁ さ ん old woman, old wife, 
grandma 








| A woman (2) pounded many times by the waves ( 波 ) of aging: OLD WOMAN. As you begin 
this set of kanji that incorporate 女 at the bottom, it would be a good idea to review the 
ones you have already seen: 委 0396 and 要 0547. ve 姿 1453 











395 











x 3 FIGURE, appearance; posture 容姿 ょ うし face and figure, appearance. ...1037 

ノ 2 9 姿势 し せい posture, position, poise, attitude 

; J 昌和 1434 
人 5 姿態 し た い figure, person; pose............ 0893 


す が た O 姿 を 消す す が た を け す disappear 1289 
パジャマ 姿 で パジャマ す が た で in pajamas 

















| Woman (X) + next/secondary RK): visualize 次 as the "secondary" appearance of the 
ir 38 | woman, that is, her shadow cast across the floor. In this way let 次 visually represent the 
outline of the woman's form: her FIGURE or posture. mw X 1452 





ARBITRARY AE Lv arbitrariness 
OA AY Luce arbitrary, as one pleases 
0151, 0169 














| Mind (C) + next/secondary (次 ): let this suggest a person who immediately follows through 
on whatever idea occurs to him: ARBITRARY. Note the slight difference between the top por- 
tions of this entry and the last one. We shall treat both forms as 次 . 





RASH, outrageous O 妄 想 ぁ ぅ そう wildidea paranoiac delusion 
0683 


妄想 症 も うそ うし ょ 3 paranoia 
妄信 る ぅ し ん blind belief, credulity 0009 


妄言 ぽう げん (= も う げ ん ) rash remark, thought 
less words 0051 





モウ ボウ 











my 要 0547 





WILT, wither ORMAT 5 いし ゅ < する wither, waste away. ..0875 
MAJE いし ゅ くし ょ 3 atrophy 0875, 0618 

O 姜 える な ぇ る wilt, wither, weaken 

4 姜 れ る し ぉ れる wilt, wither; lose heart 

な え ( る ) し ぼ ( む )* し お (れる )* BUS し な びる wilt, shrivel 

し な (びる )* 




















Distinguished from 委 0396 by the extra grass n) piled on top of rice (AX), causing 女 to 
WILT visibly under the additional load. «= 委 0396 





























WIFE 妻子 さい し one’s wife and children, zones a 
OF ふさい husband and wife, Mr. and Mrs. 0565 
34 - 森 样 御 夫妻 uszo Mr and Mrs. Mori 
p ML M dn oL 0241, 0501, 0862, 0565 
良妻 りょう さい goodwife 0285 

ie. O 妻 に する っ つま に する marry(awoman) J 











TREMENDOUS, terrible 


| Review 婦 1017. Here, visualize a woman holding a broom: WIFE. 





O 凄 惨 な せい さん な ghastly, gruesome.......1239 

凄絶 な せい ぜ っ な horrifying, bone-chilling 1271 

C 物 凄い も の すご い tremendous, terrific; terrible, 
0172 





セイ 
ご ( い )* すさ (まじ い )* 





すご (むか 


凄まじ い すさ まじ い tremendous, terrific; terrible, 
awful 
凄く な い ? すご く な い ? Pretty awesome, huh? 








Imagine a TREMENDOUS, terrible wife (S£) who is as cold as ice (7). 





1 CHAPTER; writing 
? BADGE 





1 章句 し ょ う < passage, chapter and verse. ...0166 
@ 第 一 章 だ いい っ し ょ う Chapter1.……1191.0002 


1 文章 ぶん し ょ う writing, composition, essay; 
四 0101 





に 


Tay 





2 紋章 る ん し ょ う crest, family insignia, coat of 
14 





@ 腕 章 ゎ ん し ょ う armband, arm badge ....... 0732 


1416 | 











Imagine the sound (È) of a needle (F) (see $T 0556) bobbing in and out of a slaves 


17| forehead, marking him with a tattoo. This kanji ultimately derives from that barbaric act of 


inscribing a person with a distinguishing mark or BADGE, which later became associated 
with the idea of writing and, by extension, CHAPTER. «= 童 0537 


PROCLAIM MERITS 


give public recognition 











〇 表彰 する ひょう し ょ うす る commend (ofically, 
705 








Here visualize Z as a three-striped badge, like that worn by military officers of a certain 





| rank. The purpose of the three-striped badge, like any military decoration, is to PROCLAIM 
the officer's MERITS. See SE. 1921 for an additional sample compound. Note that both kanji 


incorporating 3& follow its on reading, ショ ウ . 











HINDRANCE 障害 し ょ うがい obstacle; (physical) disability 0413 


故障 こし ょ 3 malfunction, breakdown; hindrance, 
obstacle, accident 025 


障子 し ょ うじ papersliding door, shoji 


保障 する ほし ょ うす る (ensure that an undesirable 
condition does not occur) guarantee, secure, 











ORZ さ ゎ る hinder, interfere with 
ear | 


A man in Colombia once operated a mobile library called the Biblioburro using two donkeys— 
Alfa and Beto. In this character, imagine Alfa and Beto trying to deliver the next chapter (£) 
of a serial novel to an isolated village located on the other side of the hills (B). The hills 
present a HINDRANCE to the chapter's progress. rs BH 1517 








' PUNGENT, spicy 辛い か らい pungent, hot; salty; dry (wine) 

2 HARD, painful 9 っ らい painful, bitter 

! 塩辛 い し お か らい salty 

シン 2 辛苦 し 4< hardships, trials; labor, trouble 0405 
か ら ( い ) つら ( い )* @ 辛 抱 し ん 々 ぼう patience, endurance 0664 














Ft TR The poor standing man ( 立 ) undergoes the HARD and painful ordeal of standing directly on 





a needle (十 ) (note how this differs from 章 above). The pain he feels in his feet is compa- 
rable to the sharp pain we feel in our mouths when we eat PUNGENT or spicy foods. As a 
grapheme, 3E will generally go by the label pain. «= 3E 1470 


PRESIDE, manage 〇 主宰 する し ゅ さい する preside (over), super- 
0365 


主宰 者 し ゅ さい し ゃ president, chairman, leader 
0365,0107 




















4 The idea of PRESIDING (over) or managing is represented here in the act of keeping a roof 
(^7) over (i.e. managing) a situation that is inherently hard (=) on those involved. See 
expressions of protest coming from > but the roof keeping the situation under control. 


SHARP, bitter X UE し ん ら つ な sharp, biting 
OPEN opat sharp, shrewd 


MEAE 5 っ ゎ ん か highly capable person 
0732, 0219 

















A bundle (X) of spicy (3E) hot peppers: SHARP. The reading ラ ツ is unique in this course. 




















"WORD, phrase 
2 RESIGN 


ぐ 辞 典 じ て 4 dictionary 
! 辞書 じ し ょ dictionary 
1 式辞 し きじ address, speech 








?辞职 じ し ょ < resignation 


② 会 社 を 辞め る か いし ゃ を や め る quitthe 
company 0226, 0314 








i. 


Here let = hard/painful suggest "difficult" Now, no movement humans make is so difficult as 
the movements of the tongue (75) in producing WORDS. After many years of such painstaking 
WORD-uttering, one naturally wants to RESIGN and rest one's tongue in a quiet retirement. 


9 障壁 し ょ うぅ へ き fence, wall; barrier 
隔壁 か < へ き partition, bulkhead; septum 1286 
城壁 C ょ う へ き castle wall, rampart 1298 





De 





壁纸 aaa wallpaper 


CO 言葉 の 璧 = と ば の か ヵ べ language barrier 
0051, 0605 








F| Take BE to mean criminal, represented by the idea of pain (F£) attempting to enter one's 
home through a door (J) or other opening (L1) (be careful to distinguish this from 辞 
above). In the present entry, we observe a criminal jumping over an earthen (£) WALL. 


gy JE 2171, JE 1397, BE 1467 


MAGNIFICENT JEWEL 


C 完 璧 な か ん べき な perfect, flawless 0633 











1 ーー 





(Continuing from the previous entry) Having scaled the wall, the criminal (EE) immediately 
looks for the house gems (3). Here he sets his sights on a MAGNIFICENT JEWEL. rs EE 1466 


HABIT, quirk 








へ キ 
くせ 








PERE せい へ き predisposition 

RE Leza (bad) habit, habitual practice 0420 
ORB HE あく へ き (に わる ぐせ ) bad habit, vice .... 0546 
飲酒 いん し ゅ へ き drinking habit ...0289, 0797 


OTE < ち ぐ せ way/habit of saying, one's favorite 
phrase 0019 




















AVOID 





KT 


(ける ) 











ORME ひな ん refuge, shelter, evacuation ....0712 


RESET ひな ん ば し ょ evacuation site 
te en a 0712, 0445, 0249 


回 施す る か いひ する evade, dodge, avoid... 0050 
不可 部 な ふか ひな inevitable 0049, 0814 
〇 避け る さけ る avoid, evade 




















!G00D FORTUNE 
? HAPPINESS 








コウ 
さい わ ( い ) さち し あわ ( せ ) 








9 | Here we send a criminal (RẸ) away on a truck (3. .) so that we won't run into him anymore: 
AVOID. 





の 幸運 < うう ん good fortune, good luck... ..0584 
多幸 た こう great happiness; great fortune. ..0267 


不幸 ふ こ 3 unhappiness; misfortune; 
bereavement cece 0049 


〇 幸い な さい ゎ い な happy, blessed 


〇 幸せ な 夫婦 し あぁ わせ な ふう ふ happy/fortunate 
COUDle et a ss ERRANEN 0565, 1017 














$4-8 are an abbreviated version of == sheep (therefore, the final two strokes do not repre- 


sent a needle, as in the preceding entries). We thus have the “land (E) of the sheep” a place 


1 CLOTHES 
? SUBMIT 


of rolling green hills of GOOD FORTUNE and HAPPINESS. ms 六 1462 





1 衣服 いふ < clothes, dress, clothing 

OPER ょ ぅ ふく (Western) clothes 

③④ 克服 する こく ふく する conquer overcome, 
1203 





フク 





subjugate 
?征服 せい ふく conquest, subjugation .......0868 
2 服従 ふ <E ゅ ぅ obedience, submission .....0869 








| Here visualize 月 as two high shelves for storing one’s folded clothes (this shelf image for 月 





| will prove useful again later). Take $5-6 as a coat rack, and 57-8 as the coats that hang from 


it. Now imagine a SUBMISSIVE partner putting away one's CLOTHES on these apparatuses. 


va" 報 1472 


"REPORT 
?REQUITE 


9 情报 じょう ほう 3 information 
1 報告 する ほう こく < する report, inform 
VER 5435 news ofa death 





ホウ 
むく (いる ) むく (3) 





2 報償 ほう ぅ しょ 3 recompense, compensation 0323 
③ 報 いる も < いる requite; reward 











Happiness (3E) + coat rack ( R ). Imagine a happy working woman or man returning home 
and handing their coat to their partner, who then hangs it on the coat rack (the idea to take 
from this image is that of reciprocal action). The two partners REPORT the day's news to each 
other, and REQUITE each other's love. «= 服 1471 















‘EXECUTE, perform OBZ と る perform (duties), carry out 
? SEIZE, hold fast to DHIFA し っ こう する execute, carry out... 0055 


^ 固執 する こし つ す る (= こし ゅ うす る ) adhere to, 
persistin aaa 0260 


シッ yay る 執着 する し ゅ うち ゃ くす る に し ゅ うじ ゃ くす る ) be 














と (る ) (emotionally) attached to; hold fast to .... .0938 
^ 34/2: Led tenacity of purpose, vindictive- 











Dess. c ot us dh nn este nei 0230 


1 Happiness (32) + round (JL): here we might imagine a scene in which an eager child happily 
SEIZES a round ball. Connect this with MI by thinking of performing or EXECUTING the seiz- 
ing action. 

















SINCERE 





Oz し ん し な sincere, earnest............. 

















To seize ( 執 ) a person's hand (>) in a handshake is a sign of SINCERITY. 









1ATTAIN, reach; deliver ③ 達 成す る た っ せい する attain, achieve, 


2PLURAL SUFFIX accomplish SRM WD on asp aie o CR a a tn n 00 
! 配達 は いた っ delivery sss 0799 


1 達する た っ する attain, reach; deliver (orders) 
qus $ 私 達 ゎ わた くし た ち We 0237 
? 友達 と も だ ち friend co... 




























| We continue with happy (3€), but now give the sheep (=) its full allotment of three hori- 
zontal strokes. Here, think of how happy a truck (3_) driver feels when he finally reaches/ 
ATTAINS his destination. The secondary meaning deliver can be thought of as "making 

(something) reach" its destination. se 3É 1144 













- oe 1 CHEERFUL 1 朗報 ろう ほう 800d news .i 1472 
s 2? CLEAR, bright 1 明朗 太 ゅ ぃ ろう な cheerful, bright; dean 
"JL. r (politic) ASS 0024 
za m る 朗読 る うと < readingaloud.................. 0355 
ほ が ( ら か ) 〇 朗らか に 笑う ほ が ら か に わら う laugh merrily, 
smile brightly. .ee 0579 

















| A good (E) moon (月 ) is CLEAR and bright. Associate the image with MI CHEERFUL via the 
idea of brightness. 




















1BILLOW, large wave 
b YT ?ROAM, wander 








0 7 ロウ 
3 








Tg 


1 波浪 ほる う waves, billows 0598 
1 风浪 ふう 23 wind and waves, heavy seas. ..0425 
② 浪 人 ろう に ん lordless samurai, ronin. ...... 0015 


?2 浮 浪 者 ふる うし ゃ vagabond........... 0613, 0107 
2 流浪 する る ろう する roam about from place to 
placen moet raster det n 1059 








0398 





Stagnant water tends to be unclean. Thus “good” ( E) water (Y ) is water that does not stay in 
one place, but ROAMS/drifts about. The connection with MI is that a BILLOW (a large wave) 
ROAMS across the water. The reading ロウ sounds like ROAM. 


常 |10 
1 ORE] ここ < Kingdom of Wu 0075 





2 N く ( れ る ) 








i KINGDOM OF WU 
4 (Q3 ? GIVE; do for (someone) 
D ゴ 





! 呉音 ご ぉ ん Wu reading of Chinese characters 


呉服 sk dry goods; drapery ............. 1471 
DANA くれ る give; dofor(someone) 


2FiRoT RNA? て つ だ っ て くれ る ? Can you 
help me 0046, 0223 








Refers to historical Chinese states in the region around modern Shanghai. For the purpose of 
reading Japanese, our main goal is to give this a grapheme meaning for use in the next two 
entries: visualize a person typing at a keyboard. Note that while J& 2001 has no on-yomi, the 
others based on 5% are pronounced =. «= 号 0300 





ENJOYMENT 
























O 娯 楽 ご 5< amusement, pastime ........... 0302 
娯楽 街 ご らく < がい amusement quarter 
RE の no TE EE PUE 0302, 0992 


娯楽 室 ご 5 く < し っ recreation room....0302,0253 











MISTAKE 


Visualize a woman ($) ENJOYING herself as she types at a keyboard (5:). 





= 


d 


DW InN あや ま (る ) - あ や ま (る ) 


















9 误解 ご か い misunderstanding.............. 


誤報 ご ほう misinformation, incorrect report 
147 


錯誤 NC mistake, error .i..... 1221 
ORD ぁ や まる makeamistake,err 
言い 誤る いい あや まる misspeak............ 0051 











Mistyping (=) a word (R): MISTAKE. 














富裕 ふゆ うぅ wealth, richness 
富农 305 rich farmer 
OBERE ほう ふ な abundant, plentiful, rich...0513 





7 フウ 
と ( む ) と み 





ONU rt be rich; abound in 


富 の 分 配 と みな の ぶん ば ぱい distribution of wealth 
0088, 0799 














SECONDARY, subordinate 








| T 0 Visualize £4 as a covered grain silo located next to a rice field. The present entry expresses 
the idea of wealth by putting an entire grain silo under one roof (^7): RICH. 


9 副作用 ふ < さ よぅ side effect, reaction 0152, 0047 
副 次 的 な ふく じ て き な secondary......0278, 0169 
副词 ふ < し adverb 
副業 ぶ ふく < ぎょ 3 subsidiary business 


副産物 ふさ 4 ぶっ by-product, sideline 
0181,0172 








| Here we slice ( 1] ) the grain silo (Fd 's original supply of grain into subordinate or SECONDARY 


as in 富 ) have the on reading フク 





WIDTH, range 





77 
は ば 








portions. Note that the three kanji in which & appears at one side (rather than in the center, 


9 振幅 LAS amplitude (of vibration) 
幅広 い は ば ひろ い wide, broad 
大 幅 に お お は ば に sharply, by a wide margi 


n 
0033 





| Think of how WIDE a cloth (If) you would need to cover the entire grain silo (Ed). 





FORTUNE 











福利 ふ < り public welfare, prosperity 
BEF ふく いん gospel, good news 
祝福 U ゅ <s< blessing 
〇 幸福 な こう ふく な happy, blessed, fortunate 1470 
裕福 な ゆう ふく な rich, wealthy 





God (1) filling the grain silo (Ed): good FORTUNE. 














BLESSEDNESS 福祉 ふ < し welfare 














When God "remembered" Noah, He stopped the rains and promised never again to flood the 


` 


earth. In this way “God (ž) + stop ( 止 ) signifies BLESSEDNESS. 


CALAMITY OFF か ふく < fortune and misfortune 
補 根 か こん rootofevil 

水 褐 すい か flood disaster; drowning 
XU c5» Yellow Peril 


惨 褐 さん か terrible disaster; crushing calamity 
1239 














14 E. Review 过 0464. Unlike the previous entry, here God (#) does not sop( 止 ) but continues 





“piling it on" to the point of excess (Ij), causing a CALAMITY. Note that all characters incor- 
porating 1y are pronounced カ . 


WHIRLPOOL 渦中 か ちゅ う maelstrom, vortex, whirlpool 0035 
O 渦 巻き ぅ ず まき eddy, whirlpool; coil 0458 
WARE か せん spiralline 
4X か も 4 whirlpool design 

















7 | Water(Y) excessive (iF) (in this case, excessive energy): WHIRLPOOL. A shortcut is to see 








局 as a pair of eddies. 


OSB exs potlid 
鍋 焼 き な べ ゃ き scalloped; scalloped noodles 
0769 





土鍋 と な べ earthen pot 
シチュ ー 鍋 シチュ ー な べ stew pot/pan, skillet 
鍋物 な べ る の food served ina pot 0172 

















j Recalling the excessively tall stack of boxes in 过 0464, here visualize an excessively tall pile 
of metal (£) POTS and pans in one's sink. 














' ORCHID 
? HOLLAND 











"MBE らん さい ば い ほ うぅ orchidology 
SN SS h 1319, 1264, 0139 


? Wii] 54 こ < Holland 0075 












る 蘭学 らん が < Dutch studies (Edo-era studies of 
Western texts brought by Dutch traders). .. 0099 
























| Memorize the reading ラン for the next two entries, which differ only by ++ and 本. With so 
few kanji pronounced 7 ラン it's easy to associate ラン with HOLLAND (オラ ンダ once written 
阿 蘭 巡 or 和 兰 ) and by extension with ORCHID. Remember that of these two kanji, the 
one with + (suggesting plant species) refers to ORCHID, and thus also to HOLLAND. 
















広告 欄 こぅ こ < ら 4 advertisement column 
a aS hm 0238, 0698 


スポ ー ツ 欄 スポ ーッ 5 ん sports section 








NI 
M 





| 欄外 らん が い margin 0266 
O 空 欄 «554, blank column, blank.......... 0398 


欄 に 記入 する 5 ん に き に ゅ うす る fllinthe 
blank/column .oe. 0427, 0039 























p 


Continuing from the previous entry) Here, # resembles a long newspaper COLUMN running 
along the side of a crowded page. 








湿潤 な し っ じゅ 4 ん な moist, damp, wet 
O 潤 う 5255 be moistened, be wet; profit 
利潤 Yewa profit 





ジュ ン 
うる お ( う ) うる お ( す ) うる (お わ ) 





潤い ぅ る お ぉ い moisture; profit; tastefulness 
WAZA うる ん だ め eyes moistwith tears...0021 











hon 112 ye 
エン 
4 i 





Lae 2 Review } 0922. Here, picture trees lining either EDGE of a DEEP POOL. An image search for 
T Red (5EU:3 5, an imperial palace moat lined with cherry trees) will no doubt 


X 85 | 


ži 


0547 


名 |12 


Here we look in through the gates (I^) of the king (EYs palace toward his garden. To keep 
his garden MOIST, the king fills luxuriant fountains and pools with water ( Y ). 





^ "EDGE 
? DEEP POOL 








! 淵源 ええ げん origin, inception ............. 0209 


? 皇居 は 淵 に 暑 ま れ て いる こう き ょ は ふち に か こま 
れ て いる Deep pools of water surround the 


imperial palace. .oe,. 0077, 0255, 0435 
2 絶望 の 淵 ぜ やっ つ ぼ ぽう の ふち the depths of despair 
"HDD 1271, 1066 











turn up photos to help vivify the image. 














406 











'SLIDE 
2 SMOOTH 


‘BIER か っ そう る runway.............. 0140, 0788 
OI 2 すべ る slide, glide, slip 
? 潤 消 じゅ ん か っ ゅ lubricant, lubricating oil 





カツ コツ 
すべ (る ) な め ( ら か ) 





DERE TER 1491, 0433 
②③ 円 滑 な ぇ ん か っ な smooth, harmonious ...0013 
2 滑ら か に な め ら か に smoothly 

















mw 骨 0465 


1 ^ PRACTICE, train 


1493 | Review 骨 0465 if necessary. Here water (3 ) slips and SLIDES SMOOTHLY along bone. 


Of&üit uoc. practice, training, drill ......... 0254 
稽古 着 けい こぎ trainingsuit.......... 0254, 0938 
舞台 稽古 ぶた い げ ぃ こ dress rehearsal 





1 >) 

13 ケイ 
THEN 
SN 





n NI E 0961, 0949, 0254 


OWE こっ けい な funny, jocular, humorous; 
laughable, ridiculous .ee 1493 














こ ) and 滑稽 な (こっ けい な ) 


SHOULDER 
ene 





| For this character, you need only concern yourself with learning the compounds 稽古 (けい 


C 肩 章 りん し ょ う epaulet shoulder strap .....1459 
肩 に 担ぐ か た に か つぐ shoulder, bear ...... 1394 
OSR) か た こり stiffshoulders. 1351 





ケン 
か た 





肩書 き か た が き title, degree ........... 0079 








95 | Fi frames the top of this character the way the collarbone frames the top of the torso. Visu- 
alize 2-3 as the collarbone, $4 as the upper arm extending down from it, and 月 as the flesh 
protected underneath the SHOULDER. You might visualize $1 as an epaulet. 





1703 
常 18 








THREATEN 


Os13 2 きょう は くす る threaten, intimidate 1182 


BBEIR きょう は く < じょう 3 intimidating letter 
ee ed ea 1182, 0616 





キョ ウ 
お び や ( か す ) お ど ( す ) お ど ( か す ) 





+ T sioe threat, menace................. 1150 
〇 脅かす ぉ び や か す threaten, menace 
脅かす ぉ と か ヵ す threaten, intimidate; startle 











1811 
常 110 





Three powerful predators (4) THREATEN their prey. They regard it only as flesh (月 ). 


gy 及 1993 














ASSENT 9 


肯定 こう て ぃ affirmation, affirmative 
肯定 的 こう て いて き affirmative 

















SET OF TWO, pair JUBH そう けん bothshoulders................ 1495 


双生児 そう ぅ wuc twins 

9 双方 そう ほう both sides/parties 
一 双 いっ そう 3 apair 

9 双子 ふた ご twins 














A pair of hands: SET OF TWO/pair. 

















INLET 江上 こう 3 じ ょ 3 bankofalargeriver.......... 0041 
2 江湖 こぅ こ general public, the world. ....... 0259 
2 OAIT wy inlet, cove, creek 0039 
コウ 江戸 ぇ ど Edo [former name of Tokyo]. .....0248 
m 江戸 時 代 ぇ と C だ い Edo period (Japanese 
historical era, approx. 1600-1867) 
AR 0248, 0383, 0071 





| Visualize the water (Y ) flowing into the open space at the left side of 工 , which graphically 
represents an indented seashore, or INLET. 








BAY: curve iBLI ゎ わ 4 こ 3 bay entrance 


湾内 ゎ ん な い inside the bay 

9 东京 湾 と うき ょ う ゎ ん Tokyo Bay 
真珠 湾 し 4 じゅ ゎ 4 Pear Harbor 
台湾 ん ゆん Taiwan 














The next two kanji are similar in appearance and meaning. Use £ and C to distinguish 
BAY (here) from PORT (below). To visualize BAY, let "3 suggest a bow-shaped curve in the 
coastline embracing the waters of the sea (the secondary meaning curve appears in the word 
湾曲 [わん きょく , curvel). Note how 亦 shortens the old form. vs 港 1501 

























港湾 局 こう ゎ ん きょく Port and Harbor Authority 
ee 1500, 0256 
港口 こぅ こぅ harborentrance................ 0019 
9 空港 «525 aijtport 0398 
入港 する に ゅ 3 こう する enteraport......... 0039 
〇 港町 みな と まち porttown 0439 














| (Continuing from the previous entry) Recall how 已 can mean wrap/roll up (see 包 0457 if ] 
necessary). Here, it refers to the way in which ships are "wrapped up" together ( 共 ) inside 

the breakwaters ( 7 ) of a PORT. Remember, bow (^7) represents the curved outline of a BAY 
(35), whereas wrap up (已 ) signals the full enclosure of a PORT. «s 洪 0358, 7 1500 








選手 €eAU player, representative athlete... 0044 


1 SELECT 
B 
` eu O 選 挙 せん き ょ election 1247 
, ^ 当選 と う せ ん election to office; winning (a 
ps lottey) ee 0141 


ÖN A5) O 選 ぶ ぇ s ぶ select, choose 
S 選び 出す ぇ 5 び だ す select, pickout........ 0038 

















L 





| Hereleti. represent a shopping cart. To perceive the idea of SELECTING, visualize a pair of 
wrapped (已 ) items (packages) SELECTED from the shelves and placed together ( 共 ) in the 
shopping cart, ms 3& 0785 








2 SELECT O 選 択 す る せん た < する select, choose....... 1502 
採択 する さい た < する adopt Select 0989 


二 者 択 一 に し ゃ た < いっ either-orchoice 
MOX TEE EE 0003, 0107, 0002 

















Review JX 0337 and SR 0339 (as with the latter, 尺 digger abbreviates 内 in the old forms 
of the next several entries). Here the digger must SELECT which hand (F) to shovel with. 





















: ‘SWAMP. marsh 1 沼沢 し ょ うた く marsh, swamp 
NY 2ABUNDANT ORB さ ゎ ち marshyland sss 0187 
^w 1 長沢 な が さ ゎ Nagasawa [surname]......... 0091 
| タク ②③ 沢山 た < さん large quantity, plenty 0037 
; J, さわ 2 潤沢 C ゅ ん た く abundance, plenty .......... 1491 
1 











Y signals that water gushes forth after the の gger( 尺 ) sinks his shovel into the earth: 
SWAMP. Associate this with M2 ABUNDANT by thinking of the water “overflowing.” The mean- 
ing SWAMP sounds a bit like ^72-mpu" vs 15 1105 

















1TRANSLATE ! 訳 者 ゃ くし ゃ translator 
2SENSE, meaning の 通訳 つう ゃ く interpreting; interpreter 
「 直訳 ちょ く や く literal translation 


ヤク * 訳 の 分 か ら な い 言 葉 わけ の ゎ わからない こと 
わけ ば words that make no sense...0088, 0051, 0605 


言い 訳 いい ゎ け apology, excuse, explanation 

















meaning of foreign words to light. 





' ELUCIDATE 9 解 积 か いし ゃ < interpretation, explanation 0345 
2RELEASE し 注釈 ちゅ うし ゃ < annotation, note, comment 0368 
ORB し ゃ く ほ う release, discharge, acquittal 0574 


シャ ク 2 保釈 する ほし ゃ くす る let (a prisoner) out on bail 
0646 














Review # 0299. Here, imagine the digger (JX) unearthing and RELEASING a buried cache of 
crudely tied rice bundles. Link this with M2 ELUCIDATE via the idea of RELEASING clarifying 
details. 








C 敷 設 ふせ っ construction, laying 
Oel し < lay, spread; construct 

布団 を 敷く ふと 4 を し く make a bed. ..0204, 0649 
屋敷 Us mansion, residence; residential lot 





7 
し く ) し ) 











we can visualize the rod-holding hand (AC) LAYING a large mixing cauldron upon the shoul- 
ders of this small person (Jj). «= 激 0575, 1509 





Oft] ご うま 4 proud, arrogant 











ーーーー- 


F| Take #X as an abbreviated version of the previous entry, then visualize the small person (77) 
PROUDLY carrying the load /aid upon him. Let 4 therefore suggest manly PRIDE. This kanji 
mostly appears in V1, so focus your efforts on learning that compound. vs 做 1353, 激 0575 














LUXURY OH. ぜいたく < luxury, extravagance 
Trid 世 \ 大 CUA luxury item 
A ぜ い に < excess fat, flab 

BA ぜ い げ ん redundancy, wordiness 














| Informed by the previous two entries, visualize laying heaps of money (A) upon the small 
person (JF): LUXURY. ve 表 1507 





1EXAMINE CAREFULLY Oi LA deliberation, careful consideration 
2TRY 
! 審判 し ん ば ん に し ん ば ん ) refereeing, judgment; 
referee, umpire 0744 

^ 審理 する し ん りす る try, examine, inquire into 
0532 





2 審問 し ん も 4 trial, hearing, interrogation.…0452 
?陪审 ば いし ん jury 


1 Review 番 0299 WATCH. Here let "roof (7) + watch" suggest a sentry or other official care- 
fully questioning a suspect in the privacy of an interrogation room: EXAMINE CAREFULLY. 
my ££ 0639, 番 0299 




















FEUDAL DOMAIN OXE は 4 ん しゅ domain lord, daimyo ......... 0365 
幕 藩 体制 ば < は ん た いせ い (Japanese) feudal 
system... 1339, 0062, 0708 
加賀 藩 か な は ん (Edo-era feudal domain) 
"o D E IO C c UND eg EPOR ANO 1147, 1172 


藩 閥 は 々 ば っ clanship, clan favoritism .... 1362 


廃 藩 は い は 4 abolition of the Edo-era feudal 
SySLem. x uds Ls ap Ge pea 0149 

















In feudal Japan, each lord was allotted a DOMAIN endowed with an adequate supply of 
arable land (here represented by ++), water ( Y ), and armed men to watch over it ($). 














2106 
tí 18 
1 1TURN OVER ! 翻意 する ほん いす る change one’s mind.…0151 
2RENDER IN ANOTHER FORM, translate | ' 翻 然 と ほん ぜん と suddenly.................. 0760 
® x ① 翻 る ひる が える turnover; wave, flutter 
d ホン ③ 翻 訳す る ほん や くす る translate, render.… 1505 
ひる が え ぇ (る) ひる が え ( す ) ?2 翻案 AHA adaptation... sss 0097 

















Recall from 番 0299 the idea of taking turns or rotating. With 羽 here, we thus get an image | 
of the "alternating" up and down motion of a bird's wings: TURN OVER. With this image of 
Fo TURNING OVER we can easily associate the idea of RENDERING IN ANOTHER FORM, such as 
S translating a document from one language into another. 














he 














9 飞翔 o5 flight, soaring 
滑翔 机 か っ し ょ うき sailplane, glider...1493, 0473 
OFS か ける soar, fly 


ショ ウ 飛び 翔る と び か ける soar fly 
か け ( る ) ES) 














:| A winged JJ) goat (=) taking off: SOAR. 





LOOK INTO, inspect 査察 ささ っ inspection, investigation 


査問 さぁ 4 inquiry, hearing 
調査 ちょ うさ investigation, inquiry, survey .0306 
CO 検査 け 4 さ inspection, examination, test... 1029 














14 | Picture climbing up the dder( 是 ) into the tree (AX) to LOOK INTO something. 








C 租 税 そ ぜ ぃ taxes, taxation 
地租 52 land tax 
AA ゅ ん そ tax exemption 
AA こぅ る tribute, annual tax 














| In ancient China LAND TAXES were paid in kind, such as in neatly bundled rice stalks (f). The 
ladder ( H.) suggests a progressive scale of taxation. Recall that kanji in which H. appears at 
the right are pronounced 7. «s 粗 1516, 4H 0682 





COARSE OMK% そま っ な coarse, crude, humble ....0272 
粗悪 な そ ぁ < な coarse, crude, bad 0546 
粗大 な そ だ い な coarse, rough, unpolished 0033 
ソ OFF WANT. あら いさ いく < rough workmanship 

353 35 0239, 0108 














^| Learn to recognize this kanji by how it differs from the previous entry. Compared to the reat rice 
bundle (f) used for LAND TAX, the "ordinary" rice bundle (#) in this kanji seems COARSE. 
mw 和 1515 











ハハ カカ カテ カテ カテ カテ テテ テテ テテ テテ テテ テテ 


HAMPER, obstruct C 阻 害する そ が いす る obstruct, check, impede, 
hamiper s ee d 0413 

阻止 そし obstruction, check, hindrance ...0042 

KERZ Att steep (mountain pass), 

ソ precipitous ee 1031 

は ば ( む ) 〇 道 を 阻む みち を は ば む obstructone's way. .0158 

成長 を 阻む せい ちょ う を は ば む hinder/check 
the growth of (plants) ................. 0070, 0091 





ト 




















し | visualize climbing the ladder ( H.) to see over the top of the hills (B), which HAMPER (i.e., 
obstruct) the view. «= 障 1461 








O 狙 撃 そげ き Sniping .i 
= O 狙 う ね 53 aimat 





E 狂い ね らい aim 
ソ 狙い 撃ち ね 5 いう ち sniping 1026 


3 p a 


EF] An ambitious dog (3 ) who AIMS to climb the social ladder (H). 


























0304 
常 | 8 
1 RIGHT, suitable, good, all right O 便 宜 XA convenience, facility … 0890 
ーー BRE じ ぎ righttime/occasion............... 0383 
j aem O 宜 し い よろ しい all right, OK 
— ギ も し 食し けれ ば .… も し よろ し けれ ば .… Ifyou 
— ょ よろ (し い )* よろ (し く * v m 
宜しく お 伝え 下さ い よろ し く お つ た え く だ さい 
Please give my best regards ........... 0223, 0040 











3 Climbing a ladder ( H.) is the RIGHT/most suitable method for getting on top of a roof (™). 
ey A 1398 














1909 
8 
di ! TATAMI, straw mat 1 時 敷き の 部 屋 た た み じ き の へ ゃ や straw-matted 
EE FOLD UP room eene 1507, 0068, 0252 
BER た た み が え refacing tatami mats.....1167 
ルー ~ OBE OME よじ ょ う は ん の へ や 45-matroom 
2 Ep oue uou. ee Sd 0006, 0335, 0068, 0252 
T た た ( む ) た た ( み )- た た み DRU た た む fold up; shut 
2 畳み 椅子 た た みい す folding chair....1332, 0094 











| visualize FH as four adjoining TATAMI MATS. To save space when storing, we FOLD them UP 
in a ladder (.H.)-like stack. 














1SHELL TRE こう 5 shell, carapace 
2FIRST IN A SERIES 1 甲板 か ん ば ん に こう は ん ) deck 
CoP て の こぅ back ofthe hand 


コウ カン カ * 1 甲骨 文 こう こっ ぷん ancient inscriptions of 
Chinese characters on oracle bones and 
carapaces 0465, 0101 


2 甲種 こう し ぁ first class, grade A 

















Visualize 日 as a protective SHELL (S5 provides a vertical dimension so that we can see the 
SHELL as being “on top,’ where it can cover underlying soft tissue). Now if you memorize V3, 
you will know this kanji like the back of your hand. For M2 FIRST IN A SERIES, see the note at 
内 1523. «s 申 0315, 由 0432 


SECOND IN A SERIES 乙種 ぉ っ し ゅ second class, grade B 0544 


甲 と こう と ぉ っ AandB, the former and the 
152 





乙女 stb virgin, maiden 
乙女 座 swx Virgo [constellation] 











By visualizing this as an oddly written numeral 2, it is easy to remember the meaning SECOND 








IN A SERIES. Just as this character roughly approximates the numeral 2, its pronunciation 
vaguely resembles the word "two": オツ . No other kanji in this course has the reading 7 7. 
is Z 1805 


THIRD IN A SERIES 丙种 和 ww third dass, gradeC ......... 0544 





1 m 
" 9 甲乙 两 こう ぉ っ へ い first, second, and third; 
; A,B, and Co... me 1521, 1522 
^4 | 





2920 














We have seen this form before, inside 病 0617. By itself it is the kanji for THIRD IN A SERIES. 
In the context of a series, we can remember that 内 represents the THIRD element by 
discerning a downward-facing numeral 3 in the lower portion. Similarly, we can discern a 
numeral 2 in Æ and a numeral 1 inside 甲 . Practice writing and saying V2. vs» 内 0215 


! CHARACTER OAH ひと が 5 character, personality 
2 STATUS ! 間柄 あい だ が ら relation, terms 

* HANDLE, grip; shaft 
に 

ヘイ 

が ら え 








| 




















内 here works like a device to measure the tree ( 林 }s CHARACTER and STATUS. The top of 内 
($5 here) is used to measure the tree's height (that is, its stature or STATUS). The rest of 内 
(内 , inside) measures what the tree has inside (that is, its CHARACTER). M3 HANDLE is easily 
recognized in S5. 








414 







2 








P 


2651 


常 | 8 


"m 


PUSH, press (down) 





オウ 
お ( す ) お (し )- お (っ )- 





お (さえ る ) 












押印 する お うい ん する seal, affixaseal......0231 
O 押 す ぉ す push, press (down) 

O 押 収 155005. seizure, confiscation......... 1155 
後押し ぁ と お し pushing; support, backing 0114 
押さ える ぉ さき ぇ る press down, hold down 














needs to press it down: PUSH. cw 抽 1526 


DRAW OUT, pull 


Learn the next two entries by how they differ. Here, H has risen too high, so the hand (F) 

















抽出 する ちゅ うし ゅ つ す る extract, abstract, educe 
0038 


Of ちゅ うぅ せん drawing of lots, lottery 
抽象 的 ちゅ うし ょ うぅ てき abstract 








(Continuing from the previous entry) Here, 日 has dropped too low, so the hand needs to 


pull it up: DRAW OUT. xs 押 1525 





8 LOOK FOR 


ト 





? ソウ 


さ が ( す ) 








〇 捜査 そう さ criminal investigation, search... 1514 


捜査 本 部 そう さ ほ ん ぶ investigation headquar- 
lel: cree ro t aho peste x 1514, 0031, 0068 


博 捜 は くそ うぅ searching far and wide 0983 
OPS さがす look for 
宝 捜し た か 5 さがし treasurehunt 0074 











Here you can n visualize LOOKING FOR an object in the dark with the dim light of a torch. With 


my fifi 1597 


"DELIVER 
? REACH 





| と ど ( け る ) - と ど ( け ) と ど ( く ) 








à your left hand ( +) you feel for the object; with your right hand CX.) you carry a torch (FA). 





の ① 届 ける と と ける deliver, give notice 
1 届け先 と と けさ き destination, address .....0134 


1 欠席 届け けっ せき と どけ notification of absence 


RON 0277 0279 
② 届 く と と < reach, arrive 


2 手 の 届 く 所 て の と と < と ころ within one's reach 
AR MM 0046, 0249 








Visualize 由 as a DELIVERY person reaching up with one hand to knock on someone's door. 
MI DELIVER and M2 REACH should not be thought of as separate meanings, but rather as 
transitive and intransitive senses of the same action. «= 届 1834, 居 0255 





1SPACE 42 宙 乗り ちゅ う の り aerial stunts 
2MIDAIR 2 If) ちゅ 3 づり hanging in midair 
② 宙 返り ちゅ う が ぇ り somersault 





チュ ウ 











P. Try to see this as the lid of a box flying into MIDAIR. Visualize 由 as a box with a rod that 
rises up from the inside and pushes the "roof" (^, i.e., lid) of the box into MIDAIR, in the 
same way that a rocket sends a spacecraft into SPACE. See 宇 1542 for compounds using MI. 





FLUTE; whistle 牧 笛 ぽく て き shepherd's pipe 
汽笛 き て き steam whistle 

ORF けい て き alarm-whistle, horn 
横笛 ょ こぶ ぇ flute, fife 

OD < ぁ s ぇ whistle 














| Inihe previous entry ! asked you to visualize the central vertical stroke as a rod rising up out 
of a box. Here see it as air rising up through holes in a bamboo (** ) instrument—a FLUTE or 
whistle. 





SLEEVE 袖 手 し ゅ うし ゅ having one's arms folded in the 
sleeves of one's gown 0046 


〇 長袖 な が そ で longsleeves 
< 9 半袖 は ん そ で shortsleeves 
22? 袖丈 そ で たけ sleeve length 
そ で そ で た け sleeve lengt 














| % indicates clothing. Here visualize 由 as a SLEEVE with a wrist poking out of it. «= # 1534 





〇 開 機 シャ ツ か いき ん シャ ツ wing-collared/ 
open-neck shirt 0450 
> 条 半 補 は ぇ ぇ り neckpiece [on a kimono] 
鶴巻 き えり まき scarf, muffler 
> SN T OFS IES ぇ えり を た だ す straighten oneself...0043 














| Clothing (1) + prohibition (8): a priest's COLLAR. The on-yomi follows 禁 0312 キン Inter- 
changeable with the next entry. 











OB LU か いき ん シャ ッ wing-collared/ 
open-neck shirt 


半 和 鹤 ほん ぇ り neckpiece [ona kimono] 
ABS えり まき scarf, muffler 
OW EIET えり を た だ す straighten oneself, . 0043 














— 


the back of a man's neck (we' re looking at him from the side). Interchangeable with the 
previous entry. 





CUFF, hem OE 4255 hemlining 
PERRIS すそ ょ け underskirt 
ULEE(GEUWEO otz cuff hem 
山裾 や ます そ footofamountain 
裾野 すそ の footofa mountain 














| 袖 1531 depicts a SLEEVE with a wrist poking out of it. Here, visualize the rectangular shape in 
F as the CUFF or hem at the end of a sleeve, «= 袖 1531 





SET (up), place り 据 える す ぇ る setin position, install; set (a table); lay 
(a foundation) 


据え 付け る す ぇ っ 9 る install, equip, fit 0064 
据え 置き す ぇ ぉ き leaving (something) as it stands; 
0843 


deferred savings 
す ( え る ) す (わる ) 据え 膳 す ぇ ぜん mealsetbefore one; women's 
1 





腹 の 据 わっ た 男 は ら の すわ っ た お と こ manwith 
plenty of guts 0864, 0092 


| Here imagine the hand (+) SETTING something in place inside the residence (J). 
my 所 1536, 揃 1537 




















GRASP seize 9 握手 ぁ <u ぁ handshake 
握力 ぁ < り ょ < grasping power 
Og% に ぎる grasp, seize 
拳 を 握る こぶ し を に ぎる make fist 
お 握り ぉ に ぎり rice ball 





ーー 











| Here imagine the hand (+) GRASPING/seizing an item in a small shop (FÈ). Remember, in 
the small shop the hand GRASPS (#2); in the residence it SETS (4). «= 据 1535, 揃 1537 



















MAKE UNIFORM 





セン 
そろ (える ) FAG) FAW) - ぞ ろ ( い ) 

















つ 揃 える そろ ぇ る make uniform, arrange properly 
揃う 455 beuniform/even, match; be complete, 
make a pair; assemble, be all present 
家具 を 揃え る か ぐ を そろ える haveasuite of 
和 miture aa 0219 0837 
揃い ‘踏み そる いぶ ぁみ [sumo] stamping on the ring 
RU 1326 
傑作 揃い けっ さ < そろ ぃ full array of masterpieces 
muertes ne lu edi A 1176, 0152 





has not officially been standardized (as of this writin 
acceptable. os 据 1535, #2 1536 








STROKE, soothe 


|] Visualize the hand (F) putting in order the items before (前 ) it: MAKE UNIFORM. The head 
character is shown with the old form of H, reflecting the fact that this name-use list kanji 







g). Either way of writing the character is 






愛撫 する あぁ いぶ する caress, love dearly....0778 
〇 撫で る な で る stroke, pet 
撫で 付け る な で っ ける smooth down......0064 













NN な (で る ) 








撫で 肩 な で が た sloping shoulders......... 1495 




















ENTRUST 





‘q タク 








Here the hand (F ) turns aches and pains to nothing ($$): STROKE/soothe. 





〇 委託 する いた < する entrustwith, consign. ..0396 


信託 し 4 ん た く trust se reri 0063 
結託 する けっ た < する conspirewith........ 0516 


託児 所 た くじ し ょ daynursery.......... 0772, 0249 
託す た < す entrust(a person with a thing) 









in this entry is of a person giving words (33) of instru 
unburden himself of (i.e., ENTRUST) a responsibility, 





DWELLING HOUSE 











Visualize “E as a person sitting on the floor with his arms outstretched, relaxing. The picture 


ction to a subordinate so that he can 
and then be at leisure. «= 詫 1541 








宅地 た < ち landforhousing, residential land 


NL RES AER IDEEN 0187 
お 宅 ぉ た < your home, your house; you 

自宅 じ た < one's house, one's home........ 0081 

OE iw うた < housing, residence .......... 0366 


家宅 捜査 か を くそ うさ search of the premises 
LE cessa ar eee ne eat ub 0219, 1527, 1514 











A person relaxing (CC) in the comfort of his home (^7): DWELLING HOUSE. «= 字 1542 
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APOLOGIZE 








12 a 
わ ( び る ) わ ( び ) 








りお 詫び ぉ ゎ び apology 
お 詫び する ぉ ゎ び する apologize 
詫び る ゎ び る apologize 
詫び 状 ゎ び cs ぅ letterofapology.......... 0616 
詫び 言 ゎ わび ご と apology 0051 


















UNIVERSE 


| Words (3) of APOLOGY delivered personally at the home (Æ) of the offended. ms 託 1539 

















OH 5565 universe, cosmos; (outer) space 


宇宙 飛行 士 うち ゅ う ひ こう し astronaut, 
COSmonaut 1529, 0475, 0055, 0350 






















2 3 POTATO 
M 








| Note how 于 here differs from É above. We can still picture it as a person spreading his 
arms widely, only now he is not seated but standing. Here we observe him gazing up at the 
roof (^7) over the world (i.e., the firmament): UNIVERSE. «= ^E 1540, 字 0098 











ジャ ガ 芋 ジャ ガ ぃ も potato, white potato 
BA さと いも targ oscar PP 0531 
〇 焼き 芋 や きい も baked sweet potato 









component. 









' LONGEVITY 
? CONGRATULATIONS 


4 With a slight variation in strokes we move from the cosmic to the most literally terrestrial. 
Here picture a rhizome spreading its roots widely inside the earth, under a grass (t+) 
covering: POTATO. Practice identifying the meanings of these last two kanji from the variable 








ジュ A* 


$ こと ぶ き 


















! 長寿 ちょ うぅ じゅ longlife, longevity ........... 


OF GT wowed life span .oe 0232 

1 天寿 て ん CE ゅ one's natural life span ........ 0270 

@ 新 年 の 寿 し ん ね ん の こと ぶ き New Year's 
greetinps... secrets 0275, 0117 


寿司 を 握る すし を に ぎる makesushi...0820,1536 









i. Here “F outstretched arm holds a long rod (54), like an elderly man steadying himself on a 
staff. We add a crossing stroke to the staff for each stage of life completed (childhood, youth, 
and middle age), so that the staff represents the attainment of LONGEVITY. His attainment is 


cause for CONGRATULATIONS. 














CAST mint 











鋳鉄 ちゅ 3 て っ iron casting 
0 鋳造 sg うそ うぅ casting, minting, coining ...0699 
O 鋳 る いる cast, mint 

鋳物 いも の cast metal, casting 

鋳型 い が た mold, cast, matrix, die 





| Giving a long-lived ( 寿 ) shape to metal ($): CAST/mint. «= $& 1585 


INSCRIPTION 











| Etching one's name (名 ) in metal ($): INSCRIBE. 


‘MIRROR 
2 OPTICAL INSTRUMENT 


キョ ウ 
か が み 











銘文 ゅ ぃ ぶん inscription 


銘 記 する めい きす る bearin mind; inscribe, 
engrave 0427 


感銘 か ん めい deep impression 
銘柄 めい が ら brand name, brand 1524 


銘 打 つ めい うぅ っ engrave an inscription; call 
(itself) 10 





! 鏡台 きょう たい dressing table 


⑨ 鏡 に 映る か が み に う っ る be reflected ina mirror 
0329 


② 有 眼鏡 Øhh (= が ん きょう ) glasses, spectacles 1092 
? 望 速 镜 ぽう ぇ ん きょう telescope 1066, 0857 
? 双 眼鏡 そう が ん きょう binoculars.......1498, 1092 

















image: "MIRROR. M2 is an extended meaning. Distinguish the right half of this character from 


the two halves of 競 1204. 


' BOUNDARY 
? SITUATION 





キョ ウ ケイ 
さか い 








1 境界 きょう ぅ うかい boundary, border 0612 
OBSS こっ きょう (national) border 0075 
ざ 境 目 さか い め border, boundary line; crisis ...0021 
2 境地 きょう ち state, stage; field, ground .....0187 
2 心境 し ん きょう frame of mind, mental ue 








| Suggests standing ( V.) in a high position from which a wide area (F) can be seen (S9-14). 
No doubt this originally referred to a border lookout (like one of the towers along the Great 
Wall), since this kanji means BOUNDARY. The kanji for BOUNDARIES can also signify SITUA- 
TION, in the sense of the circumstances that surround us. 
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‘RING 
? SURROUND 


ORIO か 4 じょう の ring-shaped, circular. ..0616 
! 環 状 線 か ん じょう せん beltline 0616.0210 
1 一環 いっ か ん link; part 





カン 





CASE か ん きょう environment, surroundings, 
circumstances 


^ 環 海 か ん か い surrounding seas 











suggests gem or round object. Here we might imagine S10 as a RING, seen edgewise, 
Æ 96 | resting on a velvet cloth stand (see 園 0856) and covered by a protective netting (I1). M2 is 
a logical extension of MI. 








帰還 する きか ん する return, come home...1018 


ARTA せい か ん する return alive; baseball 
reach home plate 0036 








9 返还 へ ん か ん return, restoration, repayment 
cp E 037 
(RE し ょ うか 4 repayment, reimbursement. .0323 
還暦 か ん れき completion of the traditional 
sexagenary cycle, sixtieth birthday......... 0854 

















SHIELD 





Yay 
た て 








RETURNING a ring (from the previous entry) to its sender. es 3& 0857 


矛盾 む じ ゅ 4 contradiction 0164 
矛盾 する ぉ じゅ ん する be contradictory.....0164 
盾 に 取る た て に と る hidebehind ........... 0059 

OMAR うし る だ て backer cece. 0114 
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iM 


é CIRCULATE 
5 7 
km 








Picture this as a soldier sheltering himself underneath a SHIELD. 


9 循环 b ゅ ん か ん circulation, rotation; cycle. . 1549 
血液 循環 けっ ぇ きじ ゅ ん か ん blood circulation 
DR asa ase Lotes 0198, 0468, 1549 
悪循環 あく < じゅ ん か 4 vicious circle. ...0546, 1549 
景気 循環 けい きじ ゅ ん か ん business cycle 
EA NR A 1280, 0126, 1549 
循環 器 科 じゅ ん か ん きか cardiology (department) 
EL OSA MERE MR 1549, 0295, 0759 








0530 
di 12 





Since the shield (JE) cannot be penetrated, the only choice is to go (4 ) around it (51-2 indicate 
a path around the top). Let this image of "going around" suggest the idea of CIRCULATING. 


















MAKE THE ROUNDS, go around 





ジュ ン 


めぐ (る ) DLW) 


o 








巡查 ゅ 4 さ police, patrolman ............. 


MESS じゅ 4 ん さっ する patrol, make a round of 
inspections l.. 0639 


9 巡礼 bp ん れい pilgrimage; pilgrim......... 0313 
〇 巡る めぐ る go around; tour 
WORY ちの めぐ り circulation of blood ...0198 
















SJ Resembles one of those mobile signs used by highway maintenance crews in which a series 
of arrows ({{() flashes in sequence, directing traffic to go around. 








シャ 
は (3) 











〇 遣う は ぅ crawlonallfours stay flat 
V Aig&w よっ ん ば い onall fours 0006 
RGE O よこ ば ぱい crawling sideways 0916 
VEOS€ABELiROÓ ツタ の は が か べ を は う iw 
crawls across the wall 0605, 1466 


HOSE EWA ふち か ら は いあ が る climb out 
ofthe depths 1492, 0041 





Focus on how the strokes of È lie flat, keeping a low profile as they move forward (3. .) along 
the ground: CRAWL. As ever, i... may be replaced by 3_. 











: 1 RELAY 
~ i 
9 
テイ 








9 通信 て いし 4 communications ............. 0063 
通 送 て いそ 3 frwarding 0455 
WAK Tu inorder, successively........... 0278 








At 3 1553 | suggested you visualize as a set of flashing arrows. Here | suggest you visual- 


ize the parallel horizontal lines (S3-4) on this truck (3_)'s cargo as a sign directing us to keep 
、 J the cargo moving forward on its way; i.e., to RELAY it forward on the next stage of its journey. 
` 


ms 人 1000 





BREATH 










9 一 息 ひと いき breath; pause, rest; a little bit of 
TOT scie etre ga ae nace 0002 


WOR た めい き Sigh .i 1171 
9 休息 きゅう そく rest, repose 0061 











ソ ク 


8 Y 7€ いき 












消息 し ょ うそ < (personal) news, movements; 
12 












息子 も すこ SON 0094 














Through the nose (Ñ) and down to the heart UÙ) passes the BREATH of life. Review E 0081 
if the connection with nose is not clear. zs» $8 1557, 鼻 1558, 5 1560 














TAKE A REST 休憩 する きゅう けい する take arest 0061 
INRA し ょ うけ い short rest, brief recess 0034 


REKS こ か げに いこ 3 take arestundera 
0028, 1311 





ケイ 


- -(3 OB OH いこ い の ば place for relaxation and 
ee RD) refreshment 0445 











7 pup. one's breath ( 息 ) and taking refreshment for one's tongue (7%): TAKE A REST. 
te je, 1556 











M" ; NOSE OB UA nasalsound 0150 
É3 耳鼻 EU noseandears .i 0057 

RÍL は な お nosebleed .i 0198 
le 鼻息 は な いき snorting: temper; vigor... .... 1556 

"n は な OL OK そう の は な elephant’strunk......... 1277 











|| The character for NOSE starts with the grapheme nose (El), to which is attached a head (FH), 
into which are inhaled two streams of air (JT), one through each nostril (ignore earlier mean- 
ings established for 1). «e 算 0980, 息 1556 














2362 
常 |14 
0PEN HOLE Oo 気孔 &-5 pore, stoma 0126 
' 鼻孔 の こう nostrils 1558 
i 排水 孔 は いす いこ うぅ scupper (hole); osculum 
, es en る 0739, 0027 
孔子 こう し Confucius oo... 0094 











3 zl 
Associate child (4) + sharp hook (L) with the predictable result of such a combination: OPEN 
HOLE. «= FL 0160 











0158 
常 | 4 
2 BAD SMELL 体臭 た いし ゅ 3 bodyodor 0062 
j HE EL あく し ゅ 3 offensive odor, stench ....... 0546 
臭気 し ゅ うき offensive odor, stench......... 0126 
; ya 酒 自 い さけ < さい reeking offiquor 0797 
くさ ( い ) - く さ ( い ) に お ( う ) に お ( い ) 素人 臭い し ろう と < さい amateurish ...0132, 0015 














E) in the next five entries we should interpret 大 visually, although its semantic value big can 
reinforce each image. In all five, see A's slanting strokes coming together into a vertex that 
points into the element above it. Here, we observe a (big) odor converging on one's nose (A): 
BAD SMELL. os 息 1556, 匂 2245 














SMELL, sniff 


9 嗅觉 きゅう か < sense of smell 
嘆 神 経 きゅう し ん けい olfactory nerve. ..0316, 1257 
OR か ぐ smell, sniff 








DREHG か ぎ だ す sniffout 


嘆 ぎ 分 ける か ぎわ ける sniff out; tell apart by 
0088 








BT To the previous entry we add 日 to suggest the sensory perception of a bad smell (5&), that 

















INNER PART, depths 






is, the act of SMELLING or sniffing. This character incorporates the old form of the previous 
entry, which is based on Ñ rather than K. " was not officially standardized to match 5& 
when it was added to the Joyo list. 


奥義 ぉ う ぎ に お くぎ) secret principles, secrets, 
hidden mysteries .ee 0926 


ORIF a<% depth, length ............... 0055 








オウ 
お く 


BAGH お くば molars, backteeth.............. 0674 


奥 日 光 ぉ < に っ こう the secluded recesses of 
NiKKOw ts ee Ot nn IE 0001, 0137 


〇 奥様 ぉ < さま married lady, Mrs.; your wife. . 0501 














IE Here visualize two blitzing columns converging on the INNER PART of a property, where the 
rice (AX) is stored. 


POINTY 






O 内 鋭 な せん えい な radical; acute, sharp .... 1196 


尖兵 せん ぺい advance-guard point; advance 
detachment... 0907 








ty 
と が (る ) と ん (が る ) 


ORZ と が る に と ん が る ) be pointed, be sharp; 
become irritated 





容 り 声 と が り ご ぇ sharp/irate voice.… 0529 
内 っ た 算 と が っ た は な pointy nose 1558 





| Here the slanting strokes of 大 taper to a (small 小 ) POINTY tip. Big at the base, but very 
small at the tip. This kanji is now often replaced in on-yomi compounds by 先 0134. 
ey $i 1196 








THRUST: dash forward 





突入 する と っ に ゅ うす る dash into, thrust into 
0039 


O 突 破 す る と っ ぱす る breakthrough; surmount; 








hy 
つ ( く ) 


GXCOBd ou ses emo 0596 
突然 と っ ぜん abruptly, suddenly, unexpectedly 
—€—— — — 0760 
煙突 ぇ ん と っ chimney, smokestack ........ 0768 





に 突く っ < thrust; push; poke; pierce 











1 Recall 穴 hole. Now see 大 THRUSTING upward into the hole. va 2€ 1710 






























1 CHOKE, plug up OZE ちっ そく suffocation, asphyxia... 
>t 2NITROGEN O2 € ちっ そ nitrogen 0132 
^ 窒 化物 ちっ か ぶっ nitride... 0120.0172 





チッ 











| (Continuing from the previous entry) Now see 至 arriving at and plugging up/CHOKING OFF 
the hole in 72. CHOKE relates in a meaningful way to M2 NITROGEN, whose gaseous form 
has been called the “lifeless air,” for in it flames expire and men suffocate. ms 室 0253 








Ofjit せっ と 3 theft, larceny 


rr WAF wor5xv (charge of) theft, p 
0 ueque ,0741 














Mi! Imagine a thief cutting ( 切 ) a hole (72) in your bag to STEAL your valuables. 








COLLIDE 衝突 する し ょ うと っ する collide (with), crash 
多 < am (into); conflict/clash (with) .oo. 1564 


2 衝撃 し ょ う げ き impact, shock, impulse ..... 1026 
T - 衝動 し ょ うと う impulse, urge................. 0540 
1 





yay 4 
緩衝 か 4 しょう buffer... sss 











. Review 行 0055. Here, imagine cars speeding down the two intersecting roads and COLLID- 
ING “heavily” (Œ) into each other. «= 衡 1268 









PLEDGE 








9 契约 けい ゃ く < contract, agreement. ......... 
契約 書 けい ゃ < し ょ contract document 


契機 けい き opportunity, chance............ 
〇 契 る ちぎ る pledge, promise 






























] Here try to visualize the idea of a man's fulfilling his PLEDGE to provide for his family. The 
(big) man carries a machete (7J, sword) over one shoulder and a growing plant (representing 
grain) over the other. se 82 1569, # 1701 














INGEST 喫茶 店 きっ さて ん coffee shop, tea house 
0603, 0347 


C 喫 煙 きっ ぇ ん smoking 
- 喫煙 席 きっ ぇ ん を せき smokingsection 0768, 0279 














(Continuing from the previous entry) After the man fulfills his pledge (32) by providing grain, 
a mouth (LT) INGESTS it. «= 32 1568, 潔 1570 


IMMACULATE 清潔 な せい けっ な clean, neat, pure 
不潔 な ふけ っ な unclean, dirty, impure ....0049 
〇 潔癖 けっ べき love of cleanliness, fastidiousness 





ケツ 純潔 な じゅ ん けつ な purehearted, immaculate, 
いさ ぎ よ ( い ) innocent 
O 3 3 i 1 ・ 
潔い いさ ぎょ よい upright, sportsmanlike; manly, 
brave 











HB. From the growing plants the man gathered in 1568, we now produce IMMACULATE thread: 
take the raw growing plant at the top (4-7), then scrape off the dirt with a knife (JJ) and 
rinse with water (Y ) to produce IMMACULATE thread (55), issuing from the bottom. 
my $1575, $ 1576, BE 1569 


INSULT, disdain 9 侮 言 sura words of insult 
侮 召 ぁ な と る despise, disdain, hold in 
| contempt, make light of 
OURE OR あぁ な と り が た いて き formidable enemy 
0712, 1122 





7 
あな ど ( る ) 




















B Calling (or considering) someone merely an everyman (&& every + 4 man): INSULT/disdain. 





JAPANESE APRICOT, ume 梅林 ぱい りん に うめ ば や し ) umegrove 0240 
0 梅雨 zo> に つゆ ) rainy season (of early 
summer) 


梅雨 明け っ ゆ ぁ け end of the rainy season 
0154, 0024 





ご 梅干 し うぅ ぁ ぼ し pickled ume 
梅酒 5 的 Le gebrandy 
A tree (4) for every (每 ) purpose, the ume is planted for its celebrated late-winter flowers but 


also for its fruit, which are used not only as fruit but also for pickles, sauce, liquor, and medi- 
cine. For its early summer ripening it gives its name to the East Asian rainy season (see V2). 









































4 REPENT, regret 悔恨 か いこ 4 regret, repentance............ 1217 
: \ OBES S こう か いす る be sony, regret, repent 
/ (VE pT NN 0114 


H 悔い 改め る くい あぁ あらため る repent, be penitent 
カイ | TM MEET MRNA 0429 
く ( い る ) く ( や む ) く や ( し い ) 





悔し 泣き < や し な き crying from vexation, tears 
ofregret.. .20 sn de bsec 0578 


| 悔し V^ < くやしい vexing, regrettable 


| Here think of 每 every in the sense of “all possible" In this way let “heart (1 ) + all possible" 
suggest wholehearted REPENTANCE/regret. 























NIMBLE; alert 敏速 びん そく quickness, agility, alacrity....1143 
メン 4 敏感 な びん か ん な sensitive 0327 
3 4 


oY 鋭敏 な えい びん な sharp, keen, sensitive... 1196 
É ビン 俊敏 な し ゅ ん びん な quickwitted 1440 
敏腕 びん ゎ ん ability, capability............. 


: As in the previous entry, think of 每 every in the sense of “all possible” With AZ, we can 
imagine a striking action performed with the greatest possible agility: NIMBLE. 























; THRIVE, be busy; numerous, manifold 繁殖 する は ん しょ くす る breed, multiply....0841 
7 O 繁 栄 する は ん えい する thrive, flourish...... 1245 

v 繁盛 する は ん じょう する thrive flourish.....1300 
繁忙 は 々 ぼう pressure of business, busyness ， 








農繁期 の 3 は 4 き busy farming season 
RAM TUE ME 0511, 0486 

| As with X several entries back, we can visualize thread issuing forth as it is produced. Here 

a nimble (4X) spinner quickly produces large quantities of thread (FR), an intuitive image for 

the concepts THRIVE, be busy, numerous, and manifold. «= BX 2035, $8 1576, 潔 1570 




















CONNECT, tie together 〇 連繋 れん けい connection, linking, contact 0582 
2 繋 争 けい そ 3 dispute, contention (of a legal 
1 6 0972 
y x4 繋留 ゆい りゅう mooring, anchorage ........ 1170 
* S - 
O 手 を 繋ぐ て を つなぐ joinhands............. 0046 








Imagine tying the lances (42) to the car (È) with rope (5): CONNECT/tie together. This 
character is often replaced by 係 in on-yomi compounds. 号 繁 1575, $ 1026, 潔 1570 

















































GROW THICK 


ORTA は ん る する grow thick, luxuriate. .. 1575 
ご 茂る し げ る growthick, be luxuriant 
茂み し げ ぁ thicket, brush 





モ 
し げ ( る ) 





生い茂る ぉ いし げ る Bowlirlany Aus. 


吉田 茂 ょ し だ し げ る Yoshida Shigeru D 
minister, 1946-47 and 1948-54) |... 0514, 0020 








Imagine using the blade at the end of this guided spear (JX) to slice your way through a 
thicket of tall grass (^*): GROW THICK. 











BRIDGE 鉄橋 て っ きょう iron bridge... 0564 
O2 か きょう bridge building................ 1173 
橋脚 きょう ぅ きゃ < bridge pief 0734 
a キョ ウ O 吊 り 橋 (= 釣 り 橋 ) utu suspension bridge 
i2 HL. RE 0206, 2132 
高橋 た か は し Takahashi [surname] ......... 0185 
L 








AK 75 


0991 


常 |16 





18, like 高 0185, means tall. In ancient China, as today, bridges were among the tallest struc- 
tures. The character they created for BRIDGE, then, implied a tall structure made of wood ($). 
Note that this character contains 天 , not X; S5 must be written from right to left. 


RECTIFY 


OIE きょう せい correction, rectification. .... 0043 
矯 め 直す た め な お す rectify, reset 0839 
矯 風 きょう ふう moral reform 





E 
キョ ウ 
た ( め る ) 





〇 枝 を 矯 め る え だ を た め る straightena branch. 
965 











Tall (#8) + arow( 矢 ). Here the arrow has been stretched tall to make it as straight and narrow 


as possible: RECTIFY. 


MANUSCRIPT 








9 原稿 げん こぅ manuscript, draft, copy.......0208 
稿 料 こう りょう paymentfora manuscript... 0758 
草稿 そう こぅ outline, draft 
投稿 する と うこ うす る contribute (an article) 0517 
寄稿 きこ う contribution (to a newspaper). ..1330 








É! Now we return to the more familiar form 高 . Picture a fall sheet of rice (f) paper (a long 
scroll?), on which a MANUSCRIPT is written. Note that this entry ane the next one, following 
高 , have the on reading コウ , while the two characters above with 蒼 are pronounced キョ ツウ. 














STRIPE ARAS し ま が ら striped pattern 
WES し まう ま zebra 

O 納 模様 し ま も よ う 3 striped pattern 

コウ TS よこ じ ま lateral stripes 

し ま MONS た て じ ま vertical stripes 

















à Again let tall (高 ) suggest long—in this case, a thread (X) running the length of a garment: 
pinSTRIPE. 





WRITING PAPER, label 〇 便箋 びん せん stationery, letter paper 
HÆ ょ うぅ せん stationery, blank pad 
付箋 ふせ 4 label, tag, adhesive note 
処方 箋 し ょ ほう せん prescription 

















| Imagine bamboo (^" ) tags used for labeling one's spears CX;): WRITING PAPER/label. The 
traditional form 2 was retained when this kanji was added in 2010 to the official Joyo list; 
however, the spears portion had decades earlier been simplified to 5 in the entries that 
follow. Learn to recognize both versions interchangeably. 





! LEAVE BEHIND, remain 1 残高 さん だ か balance, remainder 
? RUTHLESS の 残業 ざん ぎょ 3 overtime (work) 


の 残る の こる remain, linger, stay; be left over; 
survive 


1 残す の こす leave (behind); reserve, save; leave 
undone 


2 残忍 さ 4 に 4 cruelty, atrocity, brutality.... 1095 


d To organize this set of five characters based on the simplified form Æ, let it represent 
some kind of vehicle transporting a stack of cargo. See it as facing to the right, and picture 
the diagonal stroke (S9 here) as a ramp used for unloading various objects. Here it LEAVES 
BEHIND a dead body (47 ), RUTHLESSLY abandoning it to the elements. 





ザン 
の こ ( る ) の こ ( す ) 














SCAFFOLD 9 栈桥 さん ば し (landing) pier, jetty, wharf.…1578 
機 敷 さ x じき reviewing stand, box, gallery ... 1507 

















BA Here 3 unloads a tree (F, i.e., a log), depositing it upright in order to support a SCAFFOLD. 
Note the traditional forms of this whole series of characters based on x. 














MONEY: coin, 0.01 yen monetary unit 





セン 
ぜ に 








金钱 きん せん money, ASh a. 0029 
無銭 の むせ ん の penniless, moneyless.... 0048 
Oo 銭湯 ALS publicbath a. 0446 


二 円 五 十 銭 に えん ご じ っ せ ん two yen fifty sen 
"DLE 0003, 0013, 0007, 0005 


















IB Here 2 unloads money ($), in the form of a long trail of coins: MONEY/coin. «= $3 1545 1 


PUT INTO ACTION 














O 実 践 する じ っ せ ん する putinto practice, 
implement ,sn 0499 


実践 的 じ っ せ ん て き practical 











Here $È unloads a brave foot (E) soldier, who aims 
PUT INTO ACTION. 


SHALLOW 








his rifle forward as he steps into battle: 





O 浅 海 せん か い shallow sea 


浅 注 せ 4 ば < shallowness, superficiality, 
flimsiness 09 


浅学 せん が < superficial knowledge 
9 浅 ぁ さ い shallow 








G7) Here a hose extends down the ramp, covering the street with a SHALLOW layer of water ( 1 ). 











vs» ;H 1588 





LEAK 


り 洩 れる も れる [villeak(out) 
洩 ら す も 5 す [vt] leak, divulge 
水 洩 り みず も るり leak 





エイ セツ 
も (る ) も (れる ) も ( ら す ) 





秘密 を 洩 ら す ひみ つ を も る ら す divulge a secret 
1384, 1383 














| Visualize 曳 as a person dragging a hose, and water 


J 


(Y) 


LEAKING from it. rs» 浅 1587 18$ 2006 











'VIGOROUS, robust 
2 GRAND, heroic 


EEE ee 





1 强壮 六 きょう そう な robust, strong, vigorous 0423 
PALA そう だ いな grand, magnificent, grandiose 
0033 





ソウ 





2 壮絶 な そう ぜ っ な grand, heroic............. 1271 
?壮举 そう き ょ grand scheme, heroic attempt 
1247 





2 壮烈 な そう れ っ な heroic brave ............. a 





Review 将 0614 GENERAL OFFICER. In the present entry, we have wooden tablet (3 ) and 
military man (È). Imagine a VIGOROUS military man GRANDLY and heroically carrying the 
y + wooden tablet entrusted to him by the general officer. Note the variant form of this and the 








next two entries. «= 1K 0616 








"VILLA の 別荘 べ っ そ ぅ villa, country cottage 

2DIGNIFIED, solemn ! 山荘 きん を う mountain villa................. 0037 
! 静観 半 せい か ん そう ぅ Seikantnn........ 0978, 1128 

ソウ あゆ 荘厳 な そう ご ん な solemn, sublime......... 0810 


23k 455255 solemn, grave, impressive 
05 





as 








hy 140| image. 








5M Grass (+r) + grand (43): a stately country VILLA. Associate M2 DIGNIFIED with the same 


! DRESS, disguise 
? FIT OUT, equip 





装う £2455 dress oneself, wear; make up 
@ 服 装 ふ < そ ぅ dress, garments, attire ........ 1471 
! 仮装 する か そう する disguise oneself.......0921 








ソウ ショ ワウ 
よそ お ( う ) 


@ 武 装 ぶ そ ぅ amament a. 0111 
2 装置 そう ち equipment, device, installation 











Let “grand ($t) clothing («X)" suggest the idea of adorning oneself in a special way, such as 


衣 145| to create a particular appearance (DRESSING up/disguising oneself), or to prepare oneself for 
HE è certain purpose, such as battle (FITTING oneself OUT/equipping oneself). we 4 0615, 袋 


Be 0702 
2344 
常 112 














DARK EE めい と the other world, realm of the dead 
Le caitlin eina tn ated do dd etel HM 1000 
RB めい そ ぅ 3 meditation 0683 

OT% E m j 

= ff めい ふく bliss in the next world, soul's 
メイ ミ ョ ウ 11 は り UK E an 1484 
冥加 みょう が divine protection.............. 1147 
OTAJ ぁ ょ うり providence, good luck ........ 0412 











1910 


Lit 





Sun (H) covered (人 一) under six (7X) layers: DARK. This character refers to darkness only in a 
metaphorical sense, and is used much less frequently than the next entry. sa» $ 0913 











暗黑 ぁ 4 こ < darkness 
OR ぁ ん ご うぅ code, password 
| 暗証 番号 ぁ ん し ょ うば ん ご う PIN,code number 





0550, 0299, 0300 
暗記 する ぁ 4 き する lear by heart, memorize 
0427 


アン 
くら ( い ) 











Review 音 0150 and 关 1364. It is relatively easy to remember that Fé] means DARK, given 
the enclosing quality of 門 . Similarly, 日 here signals that the character refers not to sound 
but to the absence of light: DARK. 








1 RHYME, melodious tone 音韻 BAWA phoneme 0150 
音韻 学 ぉ ん いん が く phonology, phonetics 


2 
XL ーー 0150, 0099 
6 F ヤセ 韻文 いん ぶん 4 poetry,verse .i 9101 
H OMR と うい 4 alliteration, head rhyme... .. 0162 
^N 


O 脚 韻 きゃ < ぃ 4 rhyme, end rhyme .......... 0734 














This character's meaning is suggested by the RHYMING on-yomi of its component parts: È 
0150 オン イン and 員 0317 イン It is helpful to memorize the antonym pair V4 and V5. 





















4 LOSS; disadvantage 9 损失 BALD loss 0563 
|o / 損害 そん が い damage,ham 0413 
7 - 損 な 条件 そん な じょう けん unfavorable 
Conditions ee 0119, 0118 
2 〇 損なう そこ な 3 lose, damage 
--— | そこ (な う ) - そ こ ( な う ) そこ (ね る ) そこ 
b - そ こ ( ね る ) 〇 見 損なう みそ こ ぉ な う fail to see; misjudge .…0083 








Here a mistake committed by the hand (+) of an employee (R) results in a LOSS. 





0596 
常 | 13 





















CATCH, seize OFM ほげ ぃ whaling 
捕手 ほ u ぁ [baseball] catcher ............... 0046 
5 袖 を 捕らえ る そ で を と ら ぇ る catch a person by 
- -— " the sleeve eee 1531 
E Oo fe . 
と ( ら え る ) と ( ら わ れる ) と (る ) 魚 を 捕る “A な を と る catchfish 0.00.2... 0492 
つか (まえ る ) つか (まる ) 犯人 を 捕まえ る は ん に ん を つか まえ る arrest the 
CUlprit 0735, 0015 





| See 用 asa fishing net: S4 here depicts the surface of a body of water, S9 a pole to hold the 
net underwater, 月 the netting, and S10 a fish leaping out of the water to avoid the net (dis- 
tinguish Hj from the (mixing) cauldron seen in 専 0580, SX 1507, etc.). In the present entry, 
we see a hand (F ) using a fishing net to CATCH fish. vs tẹ 1597, 掴 1602 











431 











INSERT 














〇 挿入 する そう に ゅ うす る insert, put into .….0039 
挿 花 そう か に さき し ば な ) flower arrangement 0121 
O 挿 す さす insert 
挿し 絵 xL illustration (in a book) 
挿し 木 さ し き cutting; cuttage 





B if you look at the traditional form, it is easy to visualize a hand (+) INSERTING the narrow 


sar 捕 1596, 388 1527 





stem of a flower into a vase. Now transfer that image to the simplified modern form. 


補充 する ほじ ゅ うす る supplement, replenish, 
1056 


補償 する ほし ょ うす る compensate, indemnify 0323 





OM ほけ っ filling a vacancy; substitute, alternate 
02 


補助 する ほじ ょ する assist, support, aid.......0642 


〇 欠陥 を 補う けっ か ん を お ぉ ぎ な う make up fora fault 
0277, 1375 








| Fishing nets (FA) must be regularly mended. Here we SUPPLEMENT/replenish the fishing net 





SEASIDE, smail bay 


with cloth (&). Note that kanji with the phonetic component Hj are read ホ . 


曲 浦 き ょ < ほ winding coast/beach 
浦 風 うら か ぜ sea breeze 
浦 人 うら びと seaside dweller 








浦 里 うら さと village by the sea 


三浦 半島 みう 5 は ん と う Miura Peninsula 
(Kanagawa prefecture) 0004, 0335, 0341 








MEE Picture a fishing net (FA) lying at the water ( 1 's edge: SEASIDE/small bay. 





SUCKLE 


ALTA ほ に ゅ うす る suckle, nurse 0160 


9 哺乳 类 ほ に ゅ ぅ るい mammals, Mammalia 
0160, 0310 


哺乳 动物 ほ に ゅ うと うぶ っ mammal 








0160, 0540, 0172 
貴 育 する ほ いく < する suckle, nurse 








M Picture a nursing mother covering her breast with a fishing net (Fi) and her baby opening its 


mouth (L1) to SUCKLE. 





























OPE (x5 paving 

! 舗道 ほ と ぅ pavement, paved street 
OES TAIE shop, store 
ELE. し に せ (= ろう ほ ) old shop 

2 本 舗 ほん ぼ head office, main shop 


| Here we observe a hut (4) where fishing nets (È) are sold. Lots of them. Only fishing nets 





| and more fishing nets, covering everything, all over the SHOP. They even cover the hut's dirt 


floor, as a kind of reticulated PAVEMENT, and indeed PAVE the dirt side street that leads to 


the SHOP. 


GRASP, clutch 


カク 
つか ( む お ) つか (まえ る ) つか (まる ) 





〇 掴む nc clutch, grasp, hold fast to 
掴み 取る つか ぁ と る grab, seize; acquire, attain 
0059 


掴み っ か ぁみ grip 
一 掴み ひと っ か ぁみ ahandful 


吊り 革 に 掴ま る つり か ゎ に つか まる Cling toa 
0206, 0592 








E Picture the hand (+) GRASPING the kingdom (El 





2 





0391 


常 |10 










, E Here visualize イ pushing 足 forward into action: HASTEN/urge. Note that both characters 
that incorporate 足 in the phonetic position follow its on reading, Y 7. 











CATCH, grasp 


ソ ク 
と ら ( え る ) 





) vs 捕 1596 





O 捕 捉 ほそ く seizure, capture; apprehension; 
understanding ...............ssssssssss 1596 

〇 捉え る r5A5 seize, capture; grasp, understand 
意味 を 捉え る いみ を と 5 ぇ る grasp the meaning 
—— a 0151, 0273 


捉え 所 の 無い と 5 ぇ と ころ の な い elusive, subtle 
0249.0048 








| Recall the image of 足 as a person with “high heels" to emphasize his FEET/legs (see 0044). 


Here, visualize a hand (F ) trying to CATCH XE. by the heel. The mnemonic image notwith- 
standing, 所 refers to apprehending ideas, not people; for the latter meaning, use jii 1596. 


HASTEN, urge 


ソ ク 
うな が ( す ) 








O 促 進 す る そ < し ん する promote, spuron, facilitate 
ER RS SN 0191 


促成 を < せい growth promotion............ 0070 


O 発 達 を 促す は っ た つ を うな が す accelerate 
development ee 0148, 1475 


注意 を 促す ちゅ うい を うな が す calla person's 
attention (to) .ee 0368, 0151 




































1BRUSH 








! 毛筆 も ぅ ひっ (writingorpainting)brush.…0487 















2 WRITING 1 画笔 が ひっ paintbrush .i 0176 

9 筆 先 ふ て s き brushtip 0134 
ヒッ ! 万年筆 まん ね ん ひっ fountain pen....0018,0117 
HT る 筆者 ひっ し ゃ writer ccc, 0107 

















lE ini 0079 WRITE the tip of the writing brush (32) was trimmed to accommodate the 
additional grapheme beneath it. Here (and in the entries that follow), it stretches right down 
to the tip. ^" suggests a bamboo BRUSH for WRITING. 





HARBOR, ferry 























O 津 波 っ な み tsunami, tidal wave ............ 


津々 浦 々 に っ っ ぅ 5 ぅ 5 に throughout the land, 
in every harbor and every bay............... 1599 


















as if it were a writing brush. 





‘LAW; commandment 
2RHYTHM, tone 


B Here picture Æ as a ferry's rudder, writing a foamy wake across the water (Y ) of the HARBOR, 





UJ 










OU (i302 | eese 
1 规律 きり っ order, discipline; regulation, law 
0624 








リツ リ チ 








4 146% us honesty, faithfulness, loyalty... 0928 
2 律动 U2z5 rhythm, rhythmic movement 0540 















CATCH A CRIMINAL 


n ^ suggests action, while 幸 suggests the written rules that regulate it: LAW. M2 RHYTHM is 
a kind of LAW governing the arrangement of sounds. 





2 韻律 い 4 り っ rhythm, meter, measure ..... i 








Oje zoa arrest, capture 
逮捕 状 た い ほ じょう 3 arrest warrant.....1596, 0616 














d 














s — 
E 求 combines three-fingered hand (=+ 





es BE 1611 








) with the five-stroke version of water (2X). Visualize it 
as a hand spraying water from a hose. In this entry, imagine a squad of riot officers riding in 
on a truck (3_) and subduing a gang of looters with water hoses: CATCH A CRIMINAL. 














ご 建設 する けん せっ する construct, build .…0520 
建造 WAS construction, building 0699 

9 建立 こん ge う erection, building [as a temple] 

ケン コン 0067 
Oo i mR 

た (て る ) た (て ) - だ (て ) た ( つ ) 建物 た て る の building, structure 


二階 建て の 家 に か い だ て の いえ two-story 
house 0003, 1430, 0219 














Í Let “writing brush (2) + stretch (3. .)" suggest an architect's drawing up plans for an expan- 
sion: BUILD. se 健 1610 


ROBUST, healthy 健在 だ けん ざい だ be well, be in good health 
0406 


0078 
強健 な きょう けん な robust, healthy, strong. 0423 





ケン 


すこ (や か ) 保健 ほけ ん (preservation of) health, sanitation 
0646 








O 健 や か な 体 すこ や か な か ら だ healthy body 0062 

















| Man (4) building ( 建 ) his body: ROBUST/healthy. «= 建 1609 


HEALTHY O 健 康 けん こぅ health 
健康 な けん こう な healthy, well 
健康 保険 けん こう ほけ ん health insurance 
1610, 0646, 1031 
小康 し ょ うこ ぅ 3 lull, respite, breathing spell (of 
peace) 0034 














Here a hand sprays water from a hose ($) on the plants in a shelter (J ^, i.e., a greenhouse). 
Associate the image with HEALTHY growth. On that note, let me remind you that to keep 
healthy and strong the kanji expertise you already have, you should by this stage be spend- 
ing a good part of your study time reading. «s 还 1608, 庸 1612 


MEDIOCRE ORF よう さい mediocre talent 


中 庸 ちゅ う ょ う the(golden) mean, the middle 
h 0035 











ー ト - ll 








Shelter (V ^) + writing brush SE) + moon/month (A): picture a student who practices cal- 
ligraphy in his room only once a month, and therefore never makes much progress: 
MEDIOCRE. cz 5 1611, BA 1613, 唐 1615 





















1PURGE ORT S し ゅ < せい する purge, clean up....0974 





2 HUSHED; solemnly "RIES S し ゅ くせ いす る regulate, enforce 

(discipline) .ee 0043 
2: 静 肃 せい ぃ Ce< silence, stillness ............. 0978 
シュ ク 


2 WERE WALW<% grave, solemn, austere 0810 
粛々 と し ゅ < し L ゅ < と in solemn silence 


















| Visualize a writer PURGING the ink from his writing brush (3) by inserting it into a container 
of rice (7X). The rice grains envelop the brush without making the slightest sound, and easily 
damp any vibrations it might make: HUSHED. One can hear the “HUSH” in the reading シュ ク 
mw jeg 1612 





EMBROIDERY: brocade 刺繍 し し ぁ ぅ embroidery 














: Here imagine that the three-fingered hand (=) holds a needle rather than a brush, and 
picture it using the thread (%) to stitch an eight-pointed rice design ( 米 ): EMBROIDERY. 
ox 継 0848 





TANG DYNASTY ORB] と うち ょ う Tang dynasty 
唐詩 と うぅ し Tang poetry 


EEE WAz5U Japanese envoys to Tang 
1180, 0887 





トウ 
か ら 唐辛子 と う が ら し red pepper 


C 唐 様 545 Chinese style (design) 











| In this entry the writing brush (34) is trimmed to accommodate [-1 mouth. The latter 
symbolizes formal oratory, an art that developed in conjunction with that of writing. The two 
arts, shown under a sheltering (三 ) roof, symbolize the great cultural flowering of the TANG 
DYNASTY (China, 618-907 CE). «= 庸 1612 

















SUGAR 9 砂糖 xe5 Sugar cee 0678 
精糖 を ぃ と ぅ refined sugar, sugar refining 0976 
糖分 と うぶ ん Sugar content 0088 
トウ 果糖 か と う fruit sugar, fructose.............. 0599 
HERE むと うぅ sugarfree 0048 

















| The technology of sugar refinement arrived to East Asia during the Tang dynasty. The charac- 
x 119| ter for SUGAR thus combines those for rice (f, here suggesting a white granular substance) 
and Tang dynasty JE). 


1281 


Lir 








APPLY MAKEUP 

















化粧 けし ょ うす る make up, puton makeup... 0120 
化粧 品 けし ょ う ひ 4 cosmetics 0120, 0301 


化粧 室 けし ょ うし っ powder room, lavatory 
0120.0253 


0986, 0120 





Note the difference between H- 0186 and JË here. The latter is not a Joyo kanji, so we'll 
interpret it based on its parts, earth (£) and shelter (J '), and picture an earthenware jar 
inside a potter's workshop. Imagine applying a layer of rice (#) powder to beautify the jar: 


APPLY MAKEUP. 


FOOD PROVISIONS 





リョ ウ ロウ 
か て 








9 食粮 し ょ < りょう provisions, food, foodstuffs 
02 


糧 道 な うぅ と うぅ supply of provisions 
衣 糧 ぃ りょう clothing and food 
兵糧 ひょう ぅ 23 army provisions 
O 心 の 糧 ここ ろ の か て nourishment forthe mind/ 














Review = 0538. Here, picture a cargo of rice ( PROVISIONS being loaded onto the per- 
son's head. Compare the sample compounds with V3-5 of 料 0758. 


POWDER 











ご 粉末 ふ 4 ま っ powder 
精 粉 せい ふん fine powder 
製粉 を ぃ ふん flour milling 
OO 小麦粉 こむ きこ (wheat) flour 
〇 粉 薬 こ な ぐ すり powdered medicine 


0034, 0131 
0303 








CONFUSED 





フン 
ま ぎ ( れ る ) - ま ぎ ( れ ) まき ぎ ( ら す ) 
ま ぎ ( ら わす ) ま ぎ ( ら わし い ) 








ーー 





9 | Picture 分 dividing (i.e., pulverizing) the rice at the left into rice flour: POWDER. 


紛争 ふん そう conflict, strife 
OBE ふん し っ loss, misplacement 
紛れ る まぎれ る be confused with, be mistaken 
for be diverted from 
紛 ら す (= 紛 ら わ す ) ま ぎ ら す に ま ぎ ら わ す ) divert, 
distract beguile, evade 
〇 紛らわしい まぎらわしい confusing, misleading, 
ambiguous 





| Here thread (*) suggests logical continuity or coherence. Picture 分 dividing the unified 
thread into various branches, creating CONFUSION. 








INQUIRE INTO 

















紛 紅 ふん きゅう complication, disorder, 
entanglement 


科 明 きゅう めい searching examination ..... 0024 
OM] きゅう も ん cross-examination, arraignment 
0452 


1075 





| 57-9 is a form we first saw back at 収 1155, where we visualized it as a receptacle. Here, visu- 
alize it as an apparatus for twisting threads () into rope. As we twist, we unify the threads 
into a coherent story line, like detectives reconstructing a "thread" of events. The image thus 
represents the act of INQUIRING INTO. In VI, it denotes twisting. 





A4 
いき 








精 粋 せい すい essence, purity 

生粋 の きっ すい の truebom, pure, genuine 0036 

無粋 な ぶす いな lacking in polish; unromantic 
0048 


粋 な いき な stylish, smart, chic 











| Æ suggests “nine (7L) times ten (十 ) or ninety. After writing 4# a few times for practice, 
review 生 0976. Now whereas the term “quintessence” (or “fifth essence") refers to a sub- 
stance distilled through five stages of refinement, the present entry suggests a still higher 
degree of refinement: a grain of rice (#) REFINED to the ninetieth essence! 


CRUSH UP 





サイ 
くだ ( く ) くだ (ける ) 





り 粉 砕 す る ふん さい する pulverize, shatter, crush 
1619 
破砕 する は さい する crush, smash 
玉砕 ぎょ < さい death for honor 
O 砕 く < だ < crush, shatter 
砕け る < だ ける becrushed: break down, buckle 














BU CRUSH UP a stone (A) into ninety (45) pieces. 


枠 を 付け る ゎ く を つけ る frame, seta frame 0064 
ORR A ゎ < ぐ み framework, frame 0264 
Ze ま と ゎ く window frame, sash 








系 枠 いと ゎ く spool 
PEPI ゎ く な い within the limits/framework...0215 











B The logs of ninety (34) trees (4), all put together: FRAME. 








BECOME INTOXICATED 麻酔 ます い anesthesia 

酔 態 すい た い drunkenness, intoxication...0893 
O 酔 う ょ うぅ become intoxicated; feel sick 
ライ 酔っ 払う ょ っ ぱ e う getdrunk 


よ ( う ) ECW) 二日酔い ふっ か よい hangover, morning after 
0003, 0001 

















Ninety (3%) bottles of liquor (B): BECOME INTOXICATED. 





WAKE UP, sober up 9 党 醒 剂 か くせ いざ い stimulant (drug) 0325, 1261 
MEME SZ けい せい する warn, awaken 0806 
醒め る さめ る [vi] wake up 

tf — O| BEY さま す [vt] wake up 

さ ( め る )* さ ( ま す )* 酔い 醒め る よい ざめ る soberup 


L 


Review 星 0755 if necessary. A star (Œ, i.e., the sun) shining on you, after liquor (Ñ): WAKE 
UP/sober up. 

















RECIPROCATE, recompense 9 报酬 ほう ぅ しゅ うぅ remuneration, reward; pay... 1472 
応酬 お うし ゅ う 3 response, reply; exchange...0850 














Picture P here as a bottle of liquor placed at one side of a sandbar-dotted river ( 州 ) an 
appealing reward for whoever can cross it: RECIPROCATE/recompense. 





SEVERE, cruel 酷刑 こっ っ けい severe punishment 
酷評 こく ひょう severe criticism 
〇 残酷 な さん こく な cruel, ruthless 

コク 酷暑 こく し ょ severe heat 
ひど ( い )* Oliv ひと い awful, terrible, severe 














Liquor (B) + accuse (#7): let this suggest cruel and SEVERE accusations spoken by a drunk 
person. 











COMMONPLACE, mediocre 凡 証 な ぼん よう な commonplace, mediocre, 
1612 





凡人 ぽん じん ordinary person 
O 平 凡 な へ いぼ ん な common, ordinary... ..0334 
三 者 凡退 さん し ゃ ぼん た ぃ [baseballlthree up, 
three down 0004, 0107, 1091 
4 Recall JL table/tablecloth. Here it appears by itself as a tablecloth with a single decorative 
mark on it (S3). As an object that is spread over a wide area (i.e., widespread"), it came to 
denote the idea COMMONPLACE/mediocre. In W 1631 and 汎 1632, it will signify spread 
widely. v= F} 0667 














WEBI た こ ぁ げ kite-flying 
ACM OSAMA か ぜ で た こ が あ が る akiterises 
in the wind 0425, 1308 

















Be) A cloth (th) KITE flying in the wind (J U. To review the distinction between J \ and JL, see 
風 0425. 





帆走 は ん そう sailing 
帆船 は ん せん に ほ ぶ ね ) sailing vessel, sailboat 
0669 


機 帆船 き は ん 々 せん motor-powered sailboat 
ハン 0473, 0669 


ほ 








ニー ュー ナー 


j A cloth (IT) spread widely (FL) to catch the wind: SAIL. 











O 汎 用 の は 4 よう の general-purpose 
汎 米 は ん べ ぃ い Pan-American 


汎 論 は ん ろ ん outline, general commentary 
0942 




















` 


Spread widely (FL) across the surface of the water ( Y ), so as to reach and encompass every- 
one: PAN- (as in "Pan-Pacific"). «= 713 2119 








きょう りゅう dinosaur 
ょ うこ う panic, scare, alarm 


する きょう し ゅ くす る feel much obliged; 
regret; feel embarrassed 0875 





キョ ウ 
お そ ( れ る ) お そ ( る ) お そ ( ろ し い ) ORNS ぉ それ る fear; stand in awe 
WALO ぉ そろ し い fearful; marvelous 

















| When it appears next to L (the | beam, representing construction), let FL suggest a carpenters 
table. The thought of | beams, table saws, and other dangerous objects arouses FEAR in one’s 
heart VÙ). 











: FEARFUL OMT きょう 5 fear oia 1633 
4 Oiio こ ゎ ぃ fearful, scary; be afraid 
i 怖い 顔 こわ いか ぉ angy look, grim face ...0180 
フ 犬 が 怖い いぬ が こわ ゎ い be afraid of dogs ...0293 
こわ ( い ) こわ (が る ) 怖がる こ ゎ が る beafraid of be frightened 














i Imagine unfolding this cloth (4i) and discovering a beating, bloody heart (1) organ wrapped 
inside: FEARFUL! 














0263 
常 | 8 
1 4 CONSTRUCT O 建 築 りん ちく construction, architecture... 1609 
x A^ 建筑 家 けん ちく か architect............ 1609, 0219 
構築 = うち < construction, building ........ 0917 
新築 し ん ちく newbuilding .................. 0275 


O 築 く きず < construct, build 














B. Bamboo (^") scaffolding + I beam (X) + carpenter's table (FL, see 1633) + lumber (AX): find- 
ing all these together, we know we must be looking at a CONSTRUCTION site. 








INQUIRE, look for OS] じん も ん する question, examine, interro- 
0452 


〇 尋ね る た ず ね る inquire, look for 


ko ooo 理由 を 尋ね る り ゆ う を た ず ね る ask the reason 
ンマ 0532, 0432 


た ず ( ね る ) 尋ね 人 た ず ね びと missing person 

尋ね 求め る た ず ね も と め る seek 

Let hand (=) and outstretched arm (“Y ) together signify a detective's looking for something 
with both hands. 日 mouth suggests the detective's oral questioning, and I his profes- 
sional workmanship. Taken as a whole, the ensemble suggests a formal INQUIRY. 


























INTERROGATE, ask ORTA じん も ん する question, examine, 
interrogate 0452 


BONA] は ん た いじ ん る も 4 cross-examination 
0374, 0650, 0452 


ジン O82 た ず ね る ask inquire; look into, 
773 (448) き ( く ) investigate 


AERA みち を きく < ask the way 




















47) On the right, picture a person standing in a doorway asking questions. See how he steps 


forward to try to catch his respondent's every word (&): INTERROGATE/ask. Now usually 
replaced by the previous entry. e 3H 1146 


CONSULT, ask for advice ORT し も ん する consult, inquire 0452 
ORA は か る consult, ask for advice 
委員 会 に 語る いい ん か い に は か る submit(a 
plan) to a committee for deliberation 


シ 0396, 0317, 0226 
は か (る ) 

















| A distinctive feature of this kanji is the pair of strokes (7) sandwiched in the middle. Use that 


as a visual shortcut to the idea of CONSULTING/asking for advice: see 欠 as a person asking 
for advice, and / as information passing from the words of advice (3) into the advice-seekers 
ear (S10). 


RESIST 抗争 こう そう dispute, resistance 
抗議 こう ぎ protest, remonstrance, objection 
0927 





〇 抵抗 する て いこ うす る resist, oppose, defy 0480 
対抗 する た いこ うす る oppose, antagonize, 
rival; counteract 0650 
不可 抗力 ふか こう り ょ く act of God, irresistible 
0049, 0814, 0084 














L| Jt shows a flat tabletop with 一 over it to emphasize the idea of straightness. With F, it sug- 


gests an arm held straight out in RESISTANCE. Visualize $5 as a resisting stiff arm. Note that all 
three kanji incorporating JL are pronounced ゴウ . 


NAVIGATE 航行 こう こう navigation, cruise 
航海 こう か い voyage, ocean navigation.…0106 
航路 こう ろ searoute, course 
航空 こく うぅ aviation 

O 航 空 券 こう < うけ 4 plane ticket 

















a Making sure a boat (Àj) travels in a straight (Jt) line: NAVIGATION. ss 般 0671 




















3 PIT (of a mine) 

















坑口 2325 pithead, minehead 
HLA z5& mine 0565 


坑内 こう ない (interior ofa) mine pit, shaft 0215 
ht *Ac» gold mine 











| A straight OL) shaft dug into the earth (£): PIT (of a mine). 











‘WORSHIP Ogni る さん ば いす る worship, visit a shrine/ 
emple 1238 
HUMBLY 礼拝 れい は い (= らい は い ) worship; church service 
の 拝む sre bow in veneration, worship; pay one’s 

respects with joined hands, entreat 
お が (お む ) "拝見 する は いけ ん する have the honor of seeing, 
00Kat creo pnto on e 
^ 拝借 する は いし ゃ くす る bomrow 1220 











The image at the right suggests the interlocking fingers of hands joined in prayer: WORSHIP. 


M2 HUMBLY is an extended meaning, 


。 ， TILL 





コウ 
た が や ( す ) 











OPHEF Z こう さく < する cultivate, plow, till 0152 


耕 具 こぅ < farmimplements................ 0837 
耕運機 うう ん き cultivator, tiller .....0584, 0473 
農耕 の うぅ こう 3 farming 0511 


Ot た が ゃ す till, plow 








| In this entry, FF will not represent well (see 0434), but instead furrows in a farm field. FR is 


a new grapheme meaning plow, which we can visualize here as a three-bladed rotary tiller 
rolling across those furrows, TILLING the soil in a crisscross pattern. The diagonal lines at the 
lower left (55-6) show the TILLED soil being tossed to one side. 


WEAR AWAY 





| モッ コウ 





一 一 一 一 人 





O 消 耗 する し ょ う も うす る consume, exhaust, use 
1289 


損耗 そん も る う wear andtear, deterioration 1595 





3 (Continuing from the previous entry) Now the rotary tiller ( 来 ) is used to grind up wool (Ë). 
Picture how quickly the wool WEARS AWAY under the harrowing contact of the rotary tiller. 
This image is captured well in the sample compound 摩耗 する ( ま も う する , wear away, 





wear out; see 摩 2099). 











REVERENCE 9 崇 择 すう は い worship, adoration 1642 


祖先 崇拝 そ せ 4 ん すう は い ancestor worship 
0641, 0134, 1642 


崇敬 すう けい reverence, admiration 0805 
崇高 な すう こう な lofty, sublime, noble .....0185 
#2 x45 reverence, veneration 0802 











In Japan, temples have often been built at the base of hills or mountains, the place where 
man may approach the infinite. Reflecting this practice, this character places a house of wor- 
ship (3) at the foot of a mountain (111) to represent the idea of human REVERENCE toward 
the elevated and the sacred. rs 宗 0636 





重 厌 じゅ うか い dense ash 


灰白色 か い は く < しょく ash color, light gray 
0076, 0528 





灰色 は いい ろ ash color, gray 
カイ O i 
は い 灰皿 は いざ ら ashtray 
火山 灰 か ざん ば い volcano ashes 














Picture a fire (X) producing a great mound of ASH, as tall as a cliff(J ). «= 炭 1647 





'COAL 1 炭 坑 た 4 こう 3 coal mine, coal pit 
? CHARCOAL 1 石炭 せき た ん coal 

3CARBON ?木炭 る < た ん charcoal 

タン 2 炭 を 焼く すみ を や < make charcoal 
すみ ORZ た 4 そ carbon 














Here a mountain (L) buries ash (P), compressing it so heavily it turns to COAL. Associate 
the compression of the ash here (compared to the previous entry) with the greater density of 
COAL vis-à-vis ash. ss» IK 1646, 詩 1648 





SHORE, bank 沿岸 えん が ん coast, shore 
〇 海岸 か い が ん seashore, beach 

対岸 た い が ん opposite bank/shore 0650 
ガン 岸壁 な ん べき quay (wall), wharf 1466 
き し 〇 向こう岸 ぉ こう ぎ し opposite bank mihershore 














Here we observe a high mountain (LU) cliff() ) with the grapheme F to signify dry. Seeing 
the latter, we recognize that this kanji refers to the SHORE, in the : Same sense in which sea- 
weary sailors might use the expression “dry land" in English. «s xc 1647 








ROCK, crag 














Recall that 4 stone uses a variation on . Visualize the present entry as a stone protruding 
from the side of a mountain (111): ROCK/crag. 





CRUMBLE 崩落 する ほう 5< す る collapse; dedine.....0793 

〇 崩れ る < ずれ る [vi] crumble, collapse, cave in 
雪崩 な だ れ avalanche, snowslide 

ホウ 土砂 崩れ と し ゃ < ずれ landslide 

くず (れる ) - く ず ( れ ) くず ( す ) 切り 崩す きり < ず す level(a hill) 














| See 朋 not as two moons but as two massive piles of earth pouring down from a mountain 

( 山 ) in a landslide. Two valleys separate the mountain's three peaks; see one pile of earth 
CRUMBLING down from each valley. A useful on-yomi compound to memorize appears at 壊 
1666. 





OR ORS ぁ ら し の まえ の し ず け さ the calm 
before astorm 0113, 0978 














OWE だ ん が い palisade, cliff 


断崖 绝壁 だ ん が い ぜ っ ぺき sheer diff 
0849, 1271, 1466 


HA WEE けん が い overhanging cliff 1080 
が け 崖 っ 縁 が けっ ぷち Cliffsedge: critical moment 
06 

















| To compose the kanji for CLIFF, we visually reinforce cliff(J ) with mountain (LL!) and piled 
layers of earth (-E). oe 涯 1902 

















i 3 1SPONSOR, make happen 
LL 2 PRESS FOR 

34 

も よ お ( す ) 












ーー ゴゴ  puton(ashow) 


1 開催 する か さい する hold/openan event... 0450 
DER Le さ ぃ sponsorship, promotion......0365 
! 催す る ょ ぉ す hold(an event), give (a dinner), 







1 催 眼 さい ぁみ 4 hypnotism oo... 1009 


る 催促 する さい そく する press for, urge, demand 
ーー 1604 


















| The man (4 ) at the left has SPONSORED a bird (42 


creation and finally make it happen. 








' SCORCH 


the broad sense of this character, think of the efforts he has made to PRESS FOR the reserve's 


) reserve in the mountains (LL). To capture 










OFA こげ る [vilscorch, burn 











こ ( げ る ) こ ( が す ) こ ( が れる ) あせ (る ) 





2BE IMPATIENT ! 焦熱 し ょ うぅ ね っ scorching heat. .............. 1435 
ざ 焦 点 し ょ 2 て 4 focus, focal point; (photographic) 
vas focus sss 0349 






る 焦る ぁ せ る beimpatient be in a hurry 
22,0) し ょ うし 4 impatience .i 
















B Imagine how desperately IMPATIENT the bird (fE) 
SCORCHED. 号 46 0048, HE 1655 








must be as it sits on a fire (4), being 










環礁 か ん し ょ う atol .i 
暗礁 ぁ ん し ょ う sunken rock: deadlock......1593 
ORHÉ(-A 8E) A ざし ょ うす る run aground, be 












ショ ウ 





stranded .i 0749, 0750 
岩礁 が 4 ん し ょ う reef sss 















| Observe the bird (££) alighting on the scorching-h 
ow HE 1133, 焦 1654 





ROUSE UP 








ot rocks (f) of an exposed REEF. 









奮起 する ふん きす る rouse oneself.......... 0430 
秦 然 と ふん ぜん と resolutely, courageously 0760 
奮闘 ふん と 3 hard fighting .................- 1363 





- 





77 
34 (2) 








O 興 秦 に うふ ん excitement, agitation, stimulation 
050 









OS 345 rouse up, do energetically 














UP. «> 1657 





Visualize the bird (££ J's first sitting passively in a rice field (FA), then suddenly being ROUSED 
UP, spreading its wings "big" (7*), and briskly flying away. Use 大 more as a visual clue than 
a semantic one: see 52-3 as the bird's wings flapping vigorously as it attempts to ROUSE itself 










SEIZE, roh 





ダッ 
2l (2) 








AXE た っ か ん recapture, recovery 
ORG りゃ < だ っ pillage, plunder, looting.…0791 
争奪 そう だ っ scramble, contest, struggle. ..0972 
KÆ 5 は < だ っ する deprive, divest......0609 
9 春 3 ぅ ば ぅ rob, take by force 








BA (Building on the previous entry) Now we see what the bird (f) is getting all roused up about: 


a predator is reaching up with an outstretched arm ( 寸 ) to SEIZE it before it can fly away. 


o> 1656 


' ONE OF A PAIR 
? COUNTER FOR SHIPS 





セキ 








@ 焦 眼 せき が ん one eye 
@ 一 焦 いっ せき oneship 
2 数 从 qus several ships 

















1658 | The traditional form of 双 1498 SET OF TWO was #, showing a hand holding a pair of birds. 


The present entry is used in contrast to that, showing a hand holding only one of the birds, 
to signify the idea ONE OF A PAIR. It has not been simplified to 又 because such a character 


already exists (0058). es 集 0190 


CATCH GAME 











ORIST 5 か < と < する get, acquire, obtain... 0387 
捕獲 する ほか < する catch (fish); capture, seize 
1596 


乱獲 らん か < excessive fishing/hunting ....0380 
〇 獲物 ぇ も の spoils, catch, prize 
獲る ぇ る hunt, fish 





The next three characters include #. Picture it as an adult bird (#£) grasping some grass (++) 
within its talons (suggested by X. hand). In the present entry, then, we have grasp + smallish 
four-legged creature (3 ): CATCH GAME. ss 得 0387, HE 1660 


HARVEST 














収穫 期 しゅ うか < き harvest season .... 1155, 0486 














PROTECT 








ja 
ま も (る )* 








OMS まもる guard, protect 


護衛 ご えい guard, escort 

看護 婦 PATS nurse 0939.1017 

保護 者 ほこ し ゃ guardian 0646,0107 
ご 弁護 士 ベ ん ご し lawyer attorney .....1052, 0350 








(Continuing from 1659-60) This time we observe the bird grasping (#2) the grass and speak- 
ing fierce words (Ñ) to PROTECT its possession. «= 让 1662 


CEDE, yield 











譲渡 C ょ うと transfer (of ownership), conveyance 
0281 


让 与 254 transfer (of ownership) 0858 
〇 譲歩 じょう ほ concession, compromise .....0679 
OMS ゅ ずる cede, transfer 

親 譲り の ぉ や ゅ ずり の hereditary 








Æ at the right is based on the split version of garment (X<). Picture it as a garment whose 
interior has been padded with fluffy lining (510-16). With @ it refers to the words of a 
compromise-negotiating mediator who inserts soft “padding” between two disputing parties. 
From this idea the character has come to mean CEDE/yield. = 護 1661, 講 0918 


YOUNG LADY 











今 嬢 れい じょう yourdaughter; young lady... 0229 
老 嬢 る 5 じょう spinster 


交換 嬢 こう か ん じょう 3 telephone operator 
0102, 1269 


案 内 巡 あぁん な いじ ょ う usherette.……0097.0215 
りお 嬢 さん ぉ じょう さん your daughter; young lady 














ジョ ウ 


か も ( す ) 








| 4 woman + Ẹ pad with fluffy lining = a padded, fluffy way of addressing a YOUNG LADY. 
Note that 32 in this series of characters is a simplification of €, which shows the "padding" 
even more clearly. Take some time to practice writing the simplified version, remembering to 
start and finish with 7%. 


〇 醸造 じょう そう 3 brewing; distilling 0699 
醸造 所 じょう ぞう し ょ brewery 0699, 0249 
醸成 する じょう せい する brew;bringabout 0070 

〇 酒 を 醸す さけ を か も す brewsake 








A liquor jar + S& pad with fluffy lining refers to the addition of fermenting agents into a 
cask: BREW. Note that all these kanji incorporating $& are pronounced ジョ ウ . 











ARABLE SOIL 




















| ^t earth + $& padded and fluffy": ARABLE SOIL. «= E 1666 


BREAK DOWN 


破壊 する は か いす る break (down), gewy 





カイ 
こわ ( す ) こわ (れる ) 





倒壊 する と うか いす る collapse, be destroyed- 


壊す こ ゎ す [vt] break (down), destroy 
O 壊 れる こ ゎ れる [vil break (down), be broken 

















| Take $4-10 in the upper right as a variant of 直 straight/upright. Combined with 衣 garment, 
it suggests a straight-cut gown. In this entry, imagine that a person's straight-cut gown gets 
caught on the ground (£) and tears apart: BREAK DOWN. Note that the right side is a simpli- 


fication of S. «s X 1665, 2 1667 


‘BOSOM, embosom 
2L0NG FOR 


! 懐中 電灯 か いち ゅ う で ん と 3 flashlight 
0035, 0155, 0440 


1 自然 の 懐 し ば ん の ふと ころ bosom JNN 
1.0760 





| カイ 
ふと ころ な つ ( か し い ) な つ ( か し お む ) 
な つ ( く ) な つ ( け る ) 





TORI か いき ょ う nostalgia, TR .1295 

る 懐か し む な っ か し む longfor miss 

* 人 懐か し い ひと な つか し い miss people; ji 
forothers' presence 








| This character refers to the heart ( 4^) hidden beneath one's (straight-cut) gown: BOSOM. 
Behind the gown, we hide our tears (visible in the traditional form), and shroud our private 


[一 | loves and LONGINGS. «= 3E 1666 


VIRTUE 


徳 義 と < き morality, sincerity 
〇 道徳 と うと く morality, morals 
悪徳 ぁ < と < vice, corruption, immorality. .. 0546 











美德 びと < virtue, good deed 


徳川 幕府 と く が ゎ ば く ふ Tokugawa shogunate 
0022, 1339, 0247 











8 | Again, take the upper right as a variant of 直 straight/upright. Together with 心 , it suggests 
upright heart, which here combines with ^ action to signify virtuous action, or simply VIRTUE. 
cs 聴 1669 














LISTEN 





チョ ウ 
き ( く ) 








拝聴 する は いち ょ うす る have the honor of 
hearing/listening to 


〇 聴衆 ちょ うし ゅ う 3 audience 
聴覚 ちょ うか く sense ofhearing 
視聴 者 し ちょ うし ゃ viewer, audience. ..0623, 0107 


民 の 声 を 聴く た み の こ ぇ を きく listen to the voice 
ofthe people 0477, 0529 











Ear (H) + upright heart: together these suggest attentive LISTENING. «s 徳 1668 





+ 
は ( じ る ) は じ は ( じ ら う ) は ( ず か し い ) 








無恥 むち shameless 

恥骨 ぉ こっ pubicbone 
O 和 恥じ る は じ る feel ashamed 

恥知らず は E し 5 ず shameless person .....0550 
O 恥 ず か し い は ず か し い shy; ashamed; shameful 








| Far Of) + heart OÙ): suggests a feeling brought on by the consciousness of others' opinions 
of us: SHAME. Picture a word of reproach passing through the ear and causing great distress 


to the heart. 








#4 し ゅ うち shame, shyness 
BALL し ゅ うち し 4 (sense of) shame..1670, 0056 














| The ox (ZH 0590) feels ASHAMED for associating with the goat (>). See how he hides under- 
neath the goat out of SHAME. sa" # 0937, 着 0938 


RANK OF NOBILITY 








ORAE Le< ぃ rank of nobility 
ZR こう し ゃ < duke, prince 
伯爵 は < し ゃ < count, earl 
男 だ 4 ん しゃく baron 











Visualize ™ as kind of crown, which * (claw) places on the heads of the two small graph- 
emes appearing at the bottom. Imagine that these two are minor gentry, and that the claw 


bestows upon them the RANK OF NOBILITY. 








FEUDAL LORD 侯爵 こう し ゃ く marquis, marquess 
諸侯 し ょ こう feudal lords 





{BR せん だ いこ う lord ofSendai....1003,0949 











Picture the right half of this character as the granting of an arrow ( 矢 ) i.e., the Crown's 
bestowal of a feudal title in exchange for military service. With 4 for man, it signifies FEUDAL 
LORD. xs 候 1675 





THROAT 〇 喉頭 こう と 3 larynx 

喉頭 鞭 こう と うがい epiglottis 

喉元 の と も と throat 

コッ 喉 が 痛い の と が いた い one'sthroatis sore 0619 
の ど OW] の と を うる お す slakeone'thirst...1491 














j (Continuing from the previous entry) This time imagine the king shoving the arrow through 
the feudal lord (Ys mouth (L1) and down his THROAT. 











Q 4 1 SEASON 1 时 候 じ こぅ season, time ofthe year......... 0383 
3 5s ? SEASONAL WEATHER, sign 4 天候 て 4 こう Weather .oo 0270 
9 DER し ょ うこ う symptom eee 0618 

。 コウ 候補 者 こぅ ほし ゃ candidate, applicant 
そう 1598, 0107 
候 そう ろう classical verbal suffix equiv. to -masu 











AT 5 | Picture a feudal lord (B) using a rod (S3) to divine the weather for this season: SEASONAL 
WEATHER; SEASON. Note that both characters incorporating & follow its on reading, コウ . 
my P 1673 











! CULTIVATE (oneself), study OBE けん し ゅ ぅ study and training 

2REPAIR 1 修士 U ゅ 3 し master, master's degree 

ざ 修 め る ぉ さめ る cultivate, practice, study; master 
シュ ウ シュ 2 修繕 する し ゅ う ぜ ん する mend, repair.......1214 
お さ ( め る ) お さ ( ま る ) ③ 修 理 す る し ゅ うり する mend, repair 

















| Review the note at 参 1238.Here a man (4 ) strikes (AC) himself with a rod (S3) to discipline 
| himself in his efforts at self-improvement. As you write out Z, imagine that these three lines 
represent progressive stages of his training, self-improving, or repairing, thus signifying MI 
CULTIVATE (oneself)/study and M2 REPAIR. rs & 0360 








LEISURELY, serene 〇 悠々 と ゆう ゆう と calmly, leisurely; easily, 
without difficulty; boundlessly 


悠長 な ゆう ちょ うな leisurely, easygoing: tedious 
0091 





悠然 と し て ゆう ぜん と し て withanairof peres 
composure 0760 














| Meaning LEISURELY/serene, this character can be seen as a kind of reversal of the previous 


one. Let heart VÈ) signify compassion toward the disciplined self-improver, mercifully replac- 
ing the staged training process (represented by 2 in the previous entry) with a moment of 
LEISURE. ms 秋 1316 


RIGHT, correct 是非 ぜひ right and/or wrong; by all means, at 
any cost 0738 


是非 と も ぜひ と も at any cost, by some means or 
0738 


= 





是 认 ぜ に ん approval 
是 正 ぜ せ ぃ correction 














Suggests the sun (H)'s straight (1E.) path through the sky: RIGHT/correct. Both RIGHT and 
correct derive from the Latin word rectus, meaning “straight,” which is what we shall call 是 
when it appears inside other kanji. These follow presently. «= Œ 0587 


! PRESENT, offer の 提案 て い ぁ ん proposition, proposal, Par 
2 CARRY IN HAND uy 





ティ ' 提供 する て いき ょ うす る offer, tender; sponsor 
0357 


(a show) 
さ ( げ る 
ue) 1 前 提 ぜん て い premise, presupposition ....0113 


"提げ る さげ る caryin hand, take with 














1 One should hold one's hand (F ) straight (3È) out whieh PRESENTING a gift, business card, 
etc. «= Œ 0587 


EMBANKMENT CO 堤防 て いぼ うぅ bank, embankment, dike....0174 
突堤 と っ て ぃ pier, breakwater 


防潮 坦 ほう 5 ょ う て い tide embankment, seawall 
0174.0146 


0174, 0598 





| テイ 
つつ み 














: Straightened (是 ) earth (+): EMBANKMENT. The next entry, by the way, will be one of the last 


high-frequency kanji you will learn. Once you've learned it, it would be prudent to reduce the 
time you spend acquiring new kanji, in favor of more reading. You now have more to lose by 
forgetting kanji you've already learned than to gain by learning new ones. 











1HEADING, headline 1 题名 た い ゅ ぃ title 0269 





? TOPIC OR ひょう た い title, heading, caption......0705 
3* PROBLEM, question る 話題 も だ い topic of conversation.......... 0053 
ダイ ?议题 きだ た い topicfordiscussion............. 0927 





る 問題 も を ん だ い problem, question, issue... .. 0452 














i. 
3| Review 是 1678. Let “head (F1) straight (是 suggest the straight, rectangular, flat part of the 
head: the forehead. As the most visible and topmost part of the body, the forehead symbol- 
izes HEADING or headline. HEADING is closely related to M2 TOPIC, which we can easily 
associate with M3 PROBLEM/question. rs» Jet 1682 








小 匙 こさ じ teaspoon 
大 是 ぉ ぉ さき C tablespoon 
茶匙 ちゃ さじ teaspoon 


3 REISS さじ を な げ る give up, throwin the 
xt towel 0517 














| We have already seen the spoon grapheme (L^) inside many kanji. Here we meet the kanji 
for SPOON itself, composed of spoon and straight (xe), in reference to a spoon’s straight 
handle. oa 題 1681 








RISK, defy OBB ix5uA. adventure, risk 
冒険 家 ぼう けん か adventurer 
冒頭 ぽう と う beginning, opening 


ボウ 危険 を 冒す きけ ん を お か す brave/defya danger, 
お か ( す ) take a risk 0726, 1031 














| A naked eye (H), staring bravely at the sun (H): RISK/defy. «= = 1684 





CLEAR, bright 9 繁昌 は 4 じょう 3 prosperity 























| Think of how CLEAR and bright the world would be if we had two suns (H). VI is related to 
the idea of a bright outlook. 1e 冒 1683 














SING, intone 





ショ ウ 
と な (える ) 








9 合唱 が っ し ょ う chorus 
独唱 する と < し ょ うす る sing solo 
斉唱 する せい し ょ うす る singin unison......1258 
提唱 する て いし ょ うす る advocate, propose 1679 
O 唱 える と な える chant, recite; cheer; advocate 








Mouth (L1) singing clearly (E 
"s jh 1686 


CRYSTAL 


): SING/intone. V5 唱え る (と な 











える ) sounds like intone. 


9 结晶 けっ し ょ 3 crystallization, crystal; grain; 
fruit(s) 0516 


Wak ぇ きしょう liquid crystal 


液晶 画面 えき し ょ う が め ん liquid crystal display 
0468, 0176, 0175 





| Three suns: CRYSTAL clear, «= 4 1685 








3 HEADGEAR 
4 
nz 
ced 
ho 
rese ボウ 
nam 











oO 帽子 ほう 3 し cap,hat iaa. 0094 
帽 章 ぼう し ょ う 3 badgeonacap 1459 
学 帽 が < ぼう schoolcap c ccc. 0099 
脱帽 だ っ ぽう takingoffonescap/hat 

submission |... 119 














BUILDING, ridgepole 





トウ 
むね む な - 








| Unlike in ¥ 1683, here a piece of cloth (i) is used to protect the eye (H) from the sun (日 Ys 
rays: HEADGEAR. The on-yomi follows El. 


PORK (CLES westwing i... 0795 
ご 病棟 びょう と ぅ hospital ward................. 0517 
第 三 棟 だ いさ ん と う boiiaiigAbloeknuimbers 

RR 1191, 0004 

上 棟 式 じょう と うし き ridgepole- REDE 
MONY ,dod one de ,0109 
OMK wex ridgepole... 0028 








AK 75 


0904 


Li: 








| Review Bii 1373. In this entry # tree + 東 all the way through/across refers to a ridgepole, 


the beam that runs across the top of a sloping roof, anchoring the rafters on either side. As 
the ridgepole passes through the whole length of the building, 栋 is most often used in 


reference to entire BUILDINGS. 















FREEZE 





トウ 
こ お ( る ) こ ご ( え る ) 








ORE れい と 3 freezing, cold storage. ........ 


BU と うけ っ freezing .i 0516 
凍傷 と うし ょ 3 frostbite sss 1307 
O 凍 り 付 く こ ぉ り っ < freeze... s 0064 
凍え 死ぬ こ ご ぇ し ぬ に こ ご え じ ぬ ) fegzetodeath 











1 ICE 





3 
ヒョウ 
こおり ひ 














9 冰河 ひょう が glacier 0818 
氷山 ひょう ざん iceberg .oo 0037 
水枕 こ # ぉ り ま くら ice pilow 0656 


OO 水 水 こおり みず ice water; shaved ice ....... 0027 
KAN wxw [elegant] hail; chilly rain ......... 0154 





The only difference between the characters for ICE (in this entry) and WATER (水 0027) is $2, 





ETERNAL, long 


= 





ェ イ 
な が ( い ) 





which we should therefore visualize as an icicle. my 7K 0027, 7K 1691 


永久 えい きゅう permanence, eternity 
OK AvAA eternity 
永住 えい Ce ゅ う permanent residence .......0366 
KIR ぇ いみ ん eternal sleep, death 1009 
〇 永い な が い eternal, long 








| To distinguish this character from 7K 1690 ICE and 水 0027 WATER, focus on S1-2. These 





form a dotted letter “i” as in "infinity": ETERNAL/Iong. = 水 1690 


ご 水泳 すい えい swimming 
泳法 えい ほう swimming style 
背 泳 はい ぇ い backstroke 





r4 
お よ ( く ) 





ORY BEC swim 
平 泳 さ ひら お よ ぎ breaststroke 








| Let “long (7K) water ( 3 )" suggest a long and narrow pool for SWIMMING. Note that the two 
characters incorporating 永 follow its on reading, エイ . 

















EE 





~ ~- RECITE POETRY; compose poetry O 詠 唱 えい し ょ 3 chanting; aria............... 1685 
wm n 朗读 ろう えい reciting, chanting............. 1476 
el 詠歌 えい か composing poetry; Buddhist hymn 
1q 12 | x4 Massa te ayaa dee RN aia wa ie e amt me aah amen ok 0827 

ses I) 〇 和歌 を 詠む ゎ か を よむ composea waka 
PER EE PPM 0236, 0827 











Words (Ñ) that put us in touch with the infinite (7K): POETRY. vs 詩 0389 


5 TAG, label 標 札 ひょう さっ nameplate, doorplate ......0783 
検札 けん さっ checkingtickets............... 1029 
i 9 改 札 口 か いき っ ぐち ticket gate, wicket 
Ik do Xue undue Ie 0429, 0019 
ag 札束 さっ た ば bundle of (bank) notes, wad of 
7 人 0307 


O 名 札 な ふ だ nameplate .i 0269 | 


Picture carving some words onto a piece of wood with a sharp hook (L): TAG/label. 
my TL 0313, 山 0824 


























0723 
常 | 5 
COUNTER FOR FLAT THINGS 枚数 まい すぅ numberofsheets/pages/plates/ 
panes of glass/etc. ee 0309 
O 何 枚 な ん まい how many sheets, etc. ............ 0815 


鉄板 六 枚 て っ ぱん ろく まい six steel plates 
Ei 0564, 0924, 0008 
十 円 切手 十 枚 じゅ うえ ぇ ん きっ て じゅ うま い ten T0-yen 
STAMPS. ee 0005, 0013, 0086, 0046 
千 円 札 五 枚 せん ぇ 4 さっ こま い five 1000-yen 
| OS 0017, 0013, 1694, 0007 


Let this suggest striking (AZ) or pounding wood (4) until it is FLAT. This character is used for 
counting thin, FLAT THINGS, such as sheets of paper. es Bx 0576, 枕 0656, 杖 0658 











































0764 
常 | 8 
CUP O— FR いっ ぱい acup [as of teal, a glass [as of 
beer] soar RC Teri terne 0002 
精 一 杯 せい いっ ぱい with all one's might 
ne 0976, 0002 
zd 賞 杯 し ょ う は い prize cup, trophy ............ 0322 
さか ず き 祝杯 し g く は い atoast oo 1200 
O 杯 を 干す さか ず き を ほす drinkthe cup dry... 0408 | 





本 suggests wooden material. Let 不 graphically represent a long-stemmed glass. Since 
Japanese uses the word コッ プ for wineglass, it won't hurt us that our keyword for FF is not 
“glass” but "CUP 














2 í TWIST 
1 lA 








ANALYZE 


9 分 析 ぶん せき analysis 
解析 か いせ き analysis, analytical research 0345 














elements: ANALYZE. ss 折 1698 





' BREAK (OFF) 
? FOLD, bend 


Picture using the hacksaw (FT) to take the tree (#) apart, breaking it down into its constituent 


OT こっ せっ bone fracture 


1 歯 を 一 本 折る は を いっ ぽん お る breakatooth 
0674, 0002, 0031 





セツ 
お (る ) BY) お ( り ) - お りり) お (れる ) 





2 曲折 きょく < せっ bending, winding; zigzags 0503 
② 折 り 紙 ぉ り が ぁみ folded paper; the art MI 
folding 0478 


4 折り 返し ぉ りか ぇ し tum, turning point; return 
(trip); lapel 037 











BREAK, sprain 


Notice how the frame of the hacksaw (FT) is bent (at $5). This, we can imagine, was achieved 
by the hand (F ) at the left, pulling with all its might. Now imagine that it continues bending 
the frame until it either FOLDS or BREAKS OFF. «© 析 1697 


ORT させ っ frustration, setback 
挫傷 さ し ょ ぅ bruise, sprain, fracture 
近く «U« sprain, break, crush 





ザ 
くじ ( く )* くじ (ける )* 





挫け る < じ け る be sprained, be broken, be 
crushed 








follows ^5 and 座 . 








ネン 
ひね (る )* ね じ ( る )* 








Visualize the hand (F ) getting BROKEN or sprained on this pointy object (4/4). The on-yomi 





ORJE Bax Sprain 


捨 出 する ね ん し ゅ つ す る contrive/manage to 
(do) 003 


O 捨 る ひね る [vi]twist, tum; contrive a solution 
(to); easily defeat 


捨 り 潰す ひね り っ ぶ ぷす crushin one's fingers..1178 
1&5 tvs twist, wrench, screw 








a solution at some effort. 





Let “hand (4 ) + thought (4ex)” suggest turning something around and around in one's mind, 
as if with one's hand. It refers to the physical act of TWISTING, or the mental act of contriving 


457 














SWEAR, vow 9 誓约 可 加 せい や くす る swear, vow 


T3 5 せん せい する swear, vow 
誓願 せい が 4 oath, vow 
OWJ 525 swear, vow 
BwWRbt ちか いか わす vowto each other 














To SWEAR or vow is to declare that one's word will not be broken. This idea is graphically 


represented here by S9, which draws an impregnable line over one's word ( 言 ) protecting it 
from any possibility that 折 could break it. os 后 1703, 32 1568 





DEPART THIS LIFE OMA! せい き ょ する pass away, die.......0138 


ALT 5 きゅう せい する diesuddenly.......0971 
OJER ゆく に いく <) pass away, die 





セイ 
いく ) D(X) 











Advance (3_) + broken (Yf): think of this as an old, broken body moving on from this world, 
i.e., DEPARTING THIS LIFE. 



































1WISE 1 明哲 ゅ いて っ wisdom; wise man........... 0024 
? PHILOSOPHY @ 折 学 て っ が < philosophy 0099 
23538 cU philosophy (of something) ....0532 
| テッ 2 中 哲 ちゅう て っ Chinese philosophy......... 0035 
ENH いん て っ Indian philosophy ........... 0231 
Mouth (L1) + break ($f): think of the mouth as that of a WISE PHILOSOPHER, speaking 
incisive logic. «= 区 1701 
2386 
常 | 10 
7 KILL, cut down OÈ さん Le decapitation .i 0157 
1 斬新 な ざん し ん な new, novel, original......0275 
2 O 斬 る きる cut(someone) with a sword, cut down, 
kill 
li ザン 斬り 掛か る きり か か る stab at, assault with a 
5 き ( る ) OR RR RN 
斬り 死に きり C に (sword) fighting to the death 
someone Re eque Ao 0716 











M Hacksaw T) cutting car( 車 ) in two: KILL/cut down. The kun reading X 4 (斬る ) can be 


associated, via the idea of cutting down, with 切る (きる , cut). Alternatively, it can be associ- 
ated with the English “KILL” 





1347 


Li 














GRADUALLY 渐次 ぜん C gradually 
9 渐进 EALA gradual advance 
HR ぜん げん gradual decrease 














D 


rT 
-| After the car is cu(( 斬 ) drops of motor oil ( Y) GRADUALLY drain out. 





SHORT WHILE 





暫時 xar shortwhile a moment ......... 0383 
OREO さん て ぃ の provisional, tentative... 0045 
暫定 楽 さん て い ぁ ん provisional plan 0045, 0097 





つ 暫 く し gs< awhile; a good while; forthe time 
being 


暫く で すね し ば < で すね I'sbeen awhile 


m £D ザン 
cum し ば ら ( く )* 
E 


186 | Cutting (町) out a little slice of the day—just a SHORT WHILE. 




















2493 
Té 15 
REJECT OPER TS は いせ きす る reject, expel, exclude 
Tic. 0739 


斥 力 せき り ょ く < repulsion, repulsive force .. 0084 








セキ 














TH ] with $5, this hacksaw (T's manufacturer has marked it as defective, and consigned it to 
Fr 69 | scrap. It has been REJECTED. «= FT 0193 








2565 
常 | 5 
' APPEAL TO ! 上 訴 す る じょう そ す る appealto a higher court 
ibd» “I eee is n 0041 





1 [ 
2 公訴 こう そ arraignment, prosecution ......0089 


ソ 

うっ た (える ) 2 敗訴 は いそ losingasuit/case .............- 0830 
②③ 訴え る うっ た える sue; complain 

Words (Ñ) spoken in rejection (FR): SUE/complain. Also means APPEAL TO, from the idea of 
seeking attention for some adverse condition. 



































l LITIGATE ご 訴訟 そし ょ う lawsuit, litigation 
P 刑事 訴訟 ゆり いじ そし ょ ぅ criminal lawsuit 
3 
10 





Linde Rita us ue. he n E 0722, 0080, 1708 

4, 上 IR sS . 

ets : yum 民事 訴訟 みん 々 じ そ し ょ う civil lawsuit 

sa NN | 0477, 0080, 1708 
訟 務 部 し ょ うむ ぶ Litigation Department (of the 





Ministry of Justice) .oo. 0687, 0068 

















"Words (Ñ) + public (ZXY suggests taking one's claim to a public tribunal: LTIGATE. 








STUDY EXHAUSTIVELY 





9 研究 り 4 き ゅ 2 research, study 





—— 研究 室 けん きゅう し っ laboratory ......0724,0253 
アン | Ea 発明 する きゅう めい する investigate, study 0024 
7 キュ ウ | 学究 が っ きゅう scholar student. ............ 0099 


きわ ( め る ) OF DS き ゎ め る study exhaustively, master 














Nine (7L), the last digit in the decimal system, here suggests "reaching the end/ as in explor- 
ing a cave (7€) to its furthest depths. The full character thus implies getting to the bottom of 
an unfamiliar subject: STUDY EXHAUSTIVELY. «= 突 1564 

















PUSHED TO THE LIMIT 





OMS th 436 predicament, difficult situation, 
dilemma 





BE ひん きゅう Poverty 1161 
Odb き ゎ め る cary to extremity, reach an 
キュ ウ extreme 
Fel きわ (まる ) きわ (まり ) 道 が 劉 ま る みち が きわ まる reachadead end 0158 












GAMES き ゎ みな き endless, without limit 0048 


Here we observe a body (4) contorted into the shape of a bow (^77) so as to squeeze itself 
inside a small hole (72): PUSHED TO THE LIMIT. 






























1EXTREME ! 極秘 ご < ひ topsecret 
2POLE ORC き ゎ め て extremely, very 
1 栄華 の 極み えい が の きわ ゎ み the apex of 
DIOSDeHtV eos 1245, 1012 
きわ ( め る ) きわ (まる ) きわ (まり ) 二 MEANA 
iocur / | se qued 








As a shortcut, see the two horizontal strokes $5 and S12 as POLAR EXTREMES. It takes the full 
length of the tree (#) to reach from one end to the other, emphasizing the great distance 
between them. 











OWE izzet Hakodate [city in Hokkaido]. 0291 


青函 トン ネル せい か ん トン ネル Seikan Tunnel 
[between Aomori and Hakodate]........... 0130 


: ORBITS と うか ん する drop into a mailbox, post 
A RR RBS 0517 


ASR し し ょ ば こ post office box......0237,0079 
BIC AMS は こ に いれ る putina box....... 0039 


E Looks like a BOX, filled with foam packing peanuts (S3-6), that has just been opened. 
sa 箱 1909 







































! PROBE, explore の 探求 た ん きゅう quest, search, pursuit ....... 1097 


, 0 2 LOOK FOR 1 探究 た ん きゅう investigation, search, inquiry 
し es E ee A 1710 
9 
: cem 1 探 检 た ん 々 けん exploration, expedition .....1029 
3 
きぐ (る ) き が ( す ) 「 探 る さぐる probe, search into, explore 
"探す さがす search for (something desired), look 
Or 


: Treat 7" as a variant on 7 hole. Now when you see this character, imagine PROBING around 
a hole in a tree (7X) with your hand (4 ). 

































9 深度 し 4 と depth 

深夜 LA dead of night, midnight 
測深 そく し ん sounding 

シン 興味 深い きょう み ぶ か い of great interest 


ふか ( い ) - ぶ か ( い ) ふか (まる ) . 0505, 0273 
ふか ( め る ) 〇 深め る ふか め る deepen, intensify 











(Continuing from the previous entry) Now imagine that, DEEP at the bottom of the hole (7) 
in the tree (AX), you feel rainwater (Ñ ). 








TREMBLE, shudder ORREL T りつ っ ぜん と し て with horror......0760 
EET D aota shudder, shiver.....0461 





リッ 




















- Think of the bones in your spine as a string of chestnuts (32, see 0781). With T, chestnuts 
心 61 | thus suggest an emotion you feel in your spine: shuddering/TREMBLING. 





0589 


常 |113 




















ご 危 恨 きぐ apprehension, misgiving 0726 


絶滅 危 恨 種 せっ ゅ っ きぐ し ゅ endangered 
species 1271, 1149, 0726, 0544 








The right-hand portion of this entry is the old form of 具 0837 IMPLEMENT/tool. While the 





PRUDENT, discreet 





シン 
つつ し ( む ) 








independent kanji 具 was modified as part of the orthographic reforms that followed World 
War ll the present entry was not so modified when it was added to the Joyo list in 2010. In 
the same way as 7&« 1633, it suggests a FEAR of dangerous tools. «= 慎 1718 


9 慎重 LAGS prudence, discretion, circum- 
spection 0539 


Oft; っ っ し む be prudent, be discreet 


慎み 深い つつ し み ぶ か い discreet, prudent, 
modest 1715 





Keeping the truth (EL) in one's heart (4 ): PRUDENT/discreet. vs 恨 1717 





QUELL, appease 





チン 
し ず ( め る ) し ず ( ま る ) 








鎮圧 する ちん あつ する quell, suppress .....0186 
鎮静 剤 ちん せい ざい sedative, tranquilizer 
0978, 1261 
〇 鎮痛 剤 ちん っ うざい anodyne, painkiller 
0619, 1261 
Offtib 2 し ず % る quell, pacify 
暴動 が 鎮 ま っ た ぼう と どう が し ず ま っ た 
The riot was put down 1346, 0540 





Pacifying someone with true ( 真 ) gold ($): QUELL/appease. 





FILL (in) 











XR A そう て ん する load (a firearm).……1591 
HTA ほ て ん する compensate for.......1598 
Oti 2 be うてん する fill (up) 1056 





H is the old form of 真 0838 TRUE. This portion was not officially standardized with EX. 
when the present entry was added to the Joyo list in 2010, but the standardized form ( 填 ) is 
also used. Learn to recognize both forms interchangeably. The meaning comes from the idea 
of FILLING IN soil to make the ground (£) "true; i.e., level. 




















9 和 结婚 けっ こ 4 marriage 
未婚 ぁ こ ん unmarried, single 
婚約 こん や < engagement, betrothal 
恋愛 結婚 れん あい けっ こん love marriage 
0777, 0778, 0516 
新婚 旅行 し ん こん り ょ こ ぅ honeymoon 
0275, 0569, 0055 








Woman (1) + family (EX, review 0476 if needed) + (wedding) day (H): MARRY. 


PRISONER 











OWA し ゅ 3 じん prisoner, convict 
FRA ご < し ぁ う prisoner, convict 
办 家 し ge うい prison uniform 


| 女囚 tetes female convict 


死刑 内 し けい し ゅ う criminal condemned to 
0716, 0722 








BE IN TROUBLE 


x 





コン 
こま (る ) 








Man (人 ) held inside enclosure ([. 1): PRISONER. «= 困 1723, 因 1725 


W こん きゅう destitution, poverty 1711 
OBS こん な ん difficulty, distress, hardship 0712 


貧困 vaza poverty, indigence; lack, need 
1161 


O 困 る こま る beintrouble; be destitute 


生活 に 困る せい か っ に こま る live in want 
0036, 0054 








Tree (7k) trapped inside enclosure (| ]), its growth stunted: IN TROUBLE. «= [XJ 1725, [A] 1722 


PACKAGE, bale 











OHS 4 と うこ ん する indudeina package 0182 
梱包 こん ぼう packaging, crating 
梱包 材 こん ぼう ざい packing material ......0657 
開 梱 する か いこ ん する openapackage.… 0450 


ーー - 








| PACKAGE/bale: depicts a tree (#) before and after being PACKAGED inside a box. 








因果 いん が cause and effect; karma 
死因 し い 4 cause of death 

〇 原因 げん ぃ ん cause, origin 

イン 要因 よう いん main cause 

よ ( る ) に 因 る に ょ る caused by, due to 














| To connect this image with the idea of CAUSATION, let the enclosure (| |) suggest CAUSAL 
circumstances, and let 大 suggest the “big” (i.e., main) CAUSE. «= 困 1723, [A] 1722 








MARRIAGE 9 婚姻 こん いん marriage, matrimony ........ 1721 
姻 族 いん そく < in-laws, relatives by marriage 

















| Suggests that MARRIAGE is something a woman (4) might cause (Al). However, if you 
don't mind conflating 因 with 囚 , the image easily suggests a woman holding a (big) man 
prisoner. V1 is the more common of the two sample compounds, but the easy association 
between 姻 族 (WA 会 <) and “in-laws” makes V2 mnemonically useful. 








THROAT 9 咽喉 いん こぅ throat 


耳鼻 咽喉 じ び い 4 こ 3 ear nose, and throat 
0057, 1558, 1674 





咽頭 いん と う pharynx 
咽頭 鏡 いん と うき ょ う pharyng0sCODe..0162.1547 











| Except where 因 appears at the top (in the next entry), all kanji in this course containing 因 
are pronounced イン . Knowing that, you should be able to recognize mouth (L1) + 因 as the 
イン of 咽喉 (いん こう , throat). Concern yourself only with learning that compound, and 
the associative pathway to it from the semantic and phonetic clues of 咽 . 








' GRACE, favor ! 恩人 ぉ 4C ん benefactor, patron 0015 
2DEBT OF GRATITUDE CAE sato benefit, grace, favor, blessing... 0581 
2 恩返し ぉ ん が ぇ え し repaying another's kindness 

037 





オン . 
2 恩給 ぉ ん きゅう pension 


2 思 知 ら ず ぉ ん し 5 ず ingratitude, ingrate ... 0560 











| The English words GRACE and GRATITUDE refer to either side of the cause-effect relationship 
that exists when a favor is given: GRACE is the cause (Wl), and GRATITUDE is the result. See 
both sides of this relationship in i: 因 represents the (cause of) GRACE; 心 represents the 
(resulting) DEBT OF GRATITUDE. ss 思 0142 























BACTERIA, germ, fungus 





ご 細菌 さい きん bacteria, germ, microbe ....0239 
殺菌 する さっ きん する sterilize, pasteurize.. 0522 
病菌 びょう きん 4 disease germ, virus. ......... 0617 








保菌 者 ほ き 4 し ゃ germcarrier........ 0646, 0107 


AERES きん を ば いよ うす る culture 
[cultivate] bacteria .co 1264, 0500 











ji 140| germ/fungus. 










2000 

Té 
1 5 ! (ancient) CHINESE; Han dynasty 
ペー デー 2FELLOW. man 

"€ 


| Let ++ suggest a fungus or other microorganism growing on a box (LI) of rice (AX): BACTERIA/ | 












18875 3E. か ん ぽう ゃ < Chinese (herbal) medicine 
の 0173, 0303 

! 汉 民族 か ん みん そく Chinese people, Han 
ethnicity ......... sss 0477, 0568 










s. カン 
3 





! 漢 語 か 4 ご Chinese-derived word, Chinese 
expression... eee 0222 


OS か ん C Chinese characters, kanji....... 0098 
?好汉 こう か ん nicefellow 0095 
















SIGH, lament 


“| Review # 0712. Here we see the Han scholar-official next to water ( 1 ). The Han dynasty's 
power largely rested on its effective control of water, so it is fitting that this character is used 
in reference to the dynasty itself (it also refers more generally to the ancient CHINESE). Asso- 
ciate M2 FELLOW with the image of the official. z^ 僅 1734, 漠 1338 





驚嘆 する きょう た ん する admire, wonder ...0807 
EF た ん せい sigh, lamentation; sigh of 





タン 
な げ ( く ) な げ ( か わし い ) 








admiration 
OREL なげ く < sigh (in grief or despair), lament 


嘆かわしい 事態 な げ か ゎ い いじ た い deplor- 
able/lamentable situation 0080, 0893 








Ji Here imagine the mouth (L1) of the Han scholar-official letting out a SIGH of lament, 


and iX 1730), the on-yomi ends in -AN. 





à ) 1 SERVICE, work, employment 





perhaps over the sovereign's failure to live up to the Confucian ideal of moral leadership and 
just rule. Like the other kanji using the scholar-official with his legs spread apart ( 難 0712 


〇 通勤 する つう きん する commute, go to one's 


OUNCES co seen ERU rrt Ng 0159 
転勤 する て 4 きん する be transferred (to 
another office) .2 0224 





キン ゴン 
つと ( め る ) - づ と ( め ) つと (まる ) 





勤務 する きん むす る serve, be on duty, work ..0687 

〇 勤め る っ と ゅ る serve, hold a job 
勤め 先 っ と ゅ さき (one's place of) employment 
0134 














> The following three kanji show the Han scholar-official with his legs joined together. Kanji 
using this version are pronounced キン Here we observe the scholar-official busy at work 
behind a plow (JJ), illustrating the ideas SERVICE, work, and employment. «= 動 0540 











RESPECTFULLY, carefully MESS きん て いす る present respectfully [with 
compliments] 


iiir 5 き 4 こ くす る announce expec 





キン ORÉIE きん し ん penitence; house arrest me 

っ っ し (も) 謗 賀 新年 さん が し ん ね ん 4 Happy New Year 
1172, 0275, 0117 

OD っ っ し む be respectful, be humble 


Picture the Han scholar-official addressing the sovereign with RESPECTFUL carefully chosen 


words ( 言 ) Note the traditional form for this entry and the one before: this old form of the 
scholar-official is retained in the next entry. 

















A FEW, little 僅 々 き 4 き ん merely, no more than 
僅少 き ぇ し ょ うぅ few, little, trifling 
〇 僅か ゎ ず か only, merely, a little 





キン 
わ ず ( か ) 











| Only A FEW men (イイ ) were selected as Han scholar-officials. Note how the scholar-official 
differs slightly here from the previous two entries. 僅 was not officially standardized to match 
them when it was added to the Joyo list, but its standardized form (shown in the variant field) 
is also accepted. mw iX 1730 





SEARCH FOR 索引 さ < ぃ ん index 


捜索 する そう さく する search for, investigate 1527 


探索 する た ん さく する search for; inquire into, 
investigate 1714 





〇 検索 する け 々 さく する lookup(awordina 
dictionary), search for, refer to 1029 


RE さく Ex う cable, rope 


4735 | Visualize 51-4 as a person standing at the top of a long shaft, and $$ as a rope that he's using 
to SEARCH FOR something in the shaft. Now imagine his raising the rope to look at what he's 
retrieved, in the same way one goes through the results obtained by an internet SEARCH (see 
V4). mw 3E 1736, 素 0132 














O#< wx pull, tug, haul 
牽引 する けん いん する drag, tow, pull 
O 牽 引力 けん ぃ 4 り k く traction 
ケン ^| 牽引 車 けん 4 いん し ゃ tractor, tow truck 0422.0125 


UK) 牽引 療法 けん いん りょう ほう traction therapy 
0422, 0952, 0139 

















A distinctive and easily recognizable feature of this character is that ^ passes through the 
middle of it. It is therefore a good idea to focus on this feature and associate it with the 
character's meani ng, PULL. Picture 一 as a handle by which a child (A) PULLS along a cow 
(^F). ve FE 1735, 率 0752 














1PRISON O3 a5c« prison, jail 
? HARDNESS ! 年 屋 23% prison, jail 

! 年 破り ろう ゃ ぶり jailbreak 
の ?牢固 太 る うこ な solid, firm 














. Picture a cow (4) under the HARD stone roof (^) of the PRISON (the “hoosecow’ if you 
will). 








"ENLIGHTEN 


? ADDRESS RESPECTFULLY 
* 啓 上 する けい じょう する speak respectfully 0041 


ティ DERE は いけ ぃ DearSir/Madam 
237 きん けい DearSirs, Gentlemen 














| Visualize as a face with its mouth (L1) and right eye (FF) opening wide in response to a strik- 
ing (AZ) insight: ENLIGHTENMENT. As a form of RESPECTFUL ADDRESS, it expresses admiration 
for the enlightening wisdom of the person one is addressing. 


MANIFOLD 〇 庶務 Lae general affairs 


庶務 課 し ょ むか General/Administrative Affairs 
Section 0687, 0600 


庶 事 し ょ じ various matters 
"PEE 庶 政 し ょ せい all phases of government... .0246 
7 \ NN 庶民 し ょ ぁ ん common people, the masses 0477 
| From 席 0279 and EE 0280, recall the image of tF as the open mouth of a woodburning 
stove. Here, focus on the MANIFOLD flames (S8-11) beneath the stove. «= 388 1741 














INTERRUPT, cut off っ 遮断 する し ゃ だ ん する interrupt, intercept, 
block; isolate 0849 
EB ZR し ゃ だ ん き crossing gate, breaker 
0849, 0295 
シャ OES さ ぇ ぎる interrupt, obstruct, cut off 
SAF (4) Wto みち を さえ ぎる block the way......0158 
AUS は な し を さえ ぎる emup someone 

















Picture manifold (fF) objects piled on the truck (3. .), which drives in front of you from the 
right side, blocking your advance: INTERRUPT/cut off. The reading さえ ぎる (#£ 4, interrupt, 
obstruct, cut off) sounds a bit like “side- 4,’ or “cut (off)" from the side. 














8 





u 
10 エン 
/ 14 





SWALLOW, martin 





VNN 89 





PEE AA oats 
燕尾 服 ぇ ん び ふ < tailcoat 
〇 燕 の 巣 っ ば ゅ ゅ の す swallow's nest 








my 庶 1739, AE 0960 





! SPARROW 
? MAHJONG 


A 
A top-down view into a SWALLOW’s nest. In the center rests a tiny SWALLOW' egg (LI). 








ジャ ク ジャ ン 


すず め 





⑤① 燕 雀 え 4 じ ゃ < swallows and sparrows; small 
birds ran 1741 
ざ 雀 の 巣 すず め の す sparrowsnest 0601 
TENE すず ゅ ば ち homet,wasp............... 1381 
② 麻 雀 マー ジャ ン mahjong 0852 
2 省 车 ジャ ン そ 3 mahjongclub................ 1590 


























Little VS) + small bird ( 住 ): SPARROW. 


INFERIOR 





レッ 
お と (る ) 





O 劣 等 感 れ っ と うか ん inferiority complex 
昌和 0393, 0327 
劣悪 な れつ っ あぁ < な inferior, coarse ........... 0546 


| 優劣 ゅ 5 れ っ superiority or inferiority, qual 


ity 
ーー 0780 
O42 ぉ と る beinferiorto 
勝る と も 劣ら ぬ まさ る と も お と ら ぬ notatall 





inferior to 








4 EXCERPT, select 











HUTS し ょ うし ゅ っ する take excerpts .....0038 


9 抄录 し ょ うく quotation, summary......... 0608 
抄訳 し ょ う ゃ < abridged translation......... 1505 
| 抄本 し ょ うほ ん extract, abstract 0031 





0226 


ERE SC 








aL — 
Hand (F ) picking out just a little (47): EXCERPT/select. 

















SECOND 









秒速 10 メ ー ト ル びょう そく < じゅ う メ ー ト ル 10 meters 
Dersecond s. uen np 1143 










3 7 8 
i >P N 秒針 びょう し 4 Secondhand 0556 
qeu C 秒 読み びょう よみ countdown... 0355 





二 分 二 十 五 秒 に ふん に じゅ う ご ぴ びょう 225" 
Me a 0003, 0088, 0005, 0007 






















Imagine an hourglass with tiny grains of rice, in lieu of sand. Each little ( 少 ) grain of rice ($) 
marks one SECOND of time. 











MARVELOUS, wonderful, strange 絶妙 な ぜ つ みょう な miraculous, exquisite, 


Superb sese eee 1271 









2 5 6 
3 P N WE みょう ぁ ん bright idea, excellent plan. .0097 
y 妙技 みょう ぎ wonderful skill; stunt ......... 0966 





巧妙 な こう みょう な skillful, ingenious, clever 1047 
C 妙 に 思う みょう に ぉ る う thinkstrange .… … 0142 
























4 Little (>) woman (1): suggests the MARVELOUS, strangely enchanting beauty of a dainty 
female figure. 





沙丘 x&e5 sand dune 
沙漠 sg< desert... 






















| Little (2) stones next to water (Y ): SAND. The usual character for SAND is 砂 0678; 沙 is 
generally limited to VI-2 of the next entry. «= # 0678 

















SIFT OUT 





沙汰 さ た instructions; notice, tidings, rumor; affair 
1747 













1 Pee ee ee 
w O ご 無 沙汰 し て お り ま す ご ぶさ た し て お り ます 
~ t haven't seen you for a longtime......... 0048, 1747 
— LARRIKI S と うぅ た する select, weed out, sift; 
> dismiss, cashier 








amantes de te nt 1, 0760 




















Suggests using water ( Y ) to SIFT OUT a relatively “thick” (CK) item. For example, imagine 
washing gravel in a pan to SIFT OUT gold or silver. A similar mnemonic works well for the 
unlisted 淘 (トウ , SELECT) in V3-4, showing an elephant (^) prospector “selecting” out gold 
or silver by washing gravel in a can (tti). 












i 





A BOIL, roast 湯煎 する ゆ せ ん する warm in hot water... 0446 
OWE せん ちゃ greeniea. 0603 
R "WI | | 煎じ る せん 4 じ る boil, decoct 
セン OZ いる parch, fire, roast; boil down 
y RM v) 煎り 卵 いり た ま ご scrambledeggs........... 1141 














| BOILING/roasting on a fire (a) before (前) eating. This character was not officially standard- 
ized with 前 when it was added to the Joyo list, but you'll also see it in standardized form. 














ROAST, parch 炒飯 チャ ー ハ ン fried rice 0377 
野菜 炒め や さい いた め fried vegetables 
ERR ed 0534, 0988 
に {ORGS いる roast, parch, fry, broil 
Mad 肉 を 炒め る に < を いた め る (stir-fry meat ...0216 
い ( る ) いた ( め る ) ツ に く を いた め る istir-fry meat ... 
















| Little (2) fire ($): lightly ROAST/parch. 





s COOK 9 炊事 すい じ cooking 0080 
メラ 炊 婦 すい ふ cook kitchen maid............. 1017 
7 自炊 じす ぃ cookingfood for oneself .......0081 
人 スイ Ok た < cook, boil 
た ( く ) - だ き ) 一 合 炊 き の いち ご うぅ だ き の havinga cooking 
capacity of one go(0.18 liters) ........ 0002, 0227 


| Gaping mouth (/K.) blowing fire (X) on food: COOK. 























2 6 KINDLE, build a fire 禁书 ふん し ょ bookbuming ....... 0079 
1 ; %E< た < kindle, build fire, burn 
ORSK た きび bonfire... 0026 
4 iv | Ær た きっ け kindling, fire lighter... 0064 
た ( く ) Zx} た きっ ける kindle, build a fire; 
instigate, SUFUD .a i 0064 

















Forest (Pk) over fire CKY: KINDLE/build a fire. 


X 86 


2418 


名 |12 

















3 FIREWOOD ご 新 炭 し 4 た ん firewood and charcoal ....... 1647 
新 水 し 4 すい cooking .i 0027 

Q T O 新 拾い た きき ひろ ぃ firewood gathering ...1071 
g シン PEE た き ぎ を た < burn firewood ........ 1752 

た き ぎ まき * 新 能 た きき の ぅ fire-lit Noh drama Deom 














This kanji appears as the POSSESSIVE PARTICLE の in archaic or archaic-style texts in which 


= 1 21 
53 | Review 新 0275. Here the standing person cuts new (新 ) branches for FIREWOOD. ++ grass 





suggests slender sprigs, just right for kindling. 


POSSESSIVE PARTICLE ORISA ひ の まる Rising Sun flag .......0001, 0012 


戦え ば 乃 ち 勝つ た た か えば すなわち か つ win 
every battle fought 0461, 0460 


な いし .… from... to ...; between... 
0250 





ナイ ダイ 
の す な わ ( ち ) 














kana are not used (note its similarities with the hiragana の and katakana ノ both of which 
were derived from this kanji). Other possible uses appear in V2 and V3. Note how 52 changes 
directions four times. ms 之 1755 





POSSESSIVE PARTICLE 鳥 之 巣 と り の す bird'snest 0340, 0601 


ZIM CTA これ は な ん で すか Whatisthis? 
0815 





これ 














Like the previous entry, this character appears in archaic texts as the POSSESSIVE PARTICLE の . 
V2 provides another possible usage. Do not confuse with the hiragana È. 1® J} 1754, Z 1758, 
芝 1759 


此 れ これ this(thing) 
此処 ここ here, this place 
此 の 世界 この せ か ぃ this world 




















| refer to the object to which he has drawn their attention, he says “THIS...” Inside other kanji, 


JH. can provide an image of three men looking at something that has drawn their attention. 
my LE 0123 








其 れ それ itthat(thing) 
其処 そこ there, that place 


其 の 答 だ その は ず だ Thatistobe expected, 
i You would think so 1442 


キ 
そ ( れ ) そ ( の ) 其 の 後 その ご afterthat thereafter 














し We learned this form back at 基 0485, where we gave it the meaning bind/bound. As an 
independent kanji, it means THAT, as in HO A (その ひと , that person). Like the preceding 
three entries, you won't frequently come across 其 as an independent kanji. 





SCANTY, poor 欠乏 Wo lack, shortage, scarcity 
S32 きゅう ぼう destitution, poverty 
ORE びん ぼう な poor destitute 
| ボゥ OZ LU と ぼ し い scanty, meager 
と ぼ ( し い ) 金 が 乏しい か ね が と ぼ し い UM 人 














q $1-2 resemble the mortarboard and tassel of the student's formal gown, which you might 
associate with a student's impoverished lifestyle: SCANTY/poor. ts 之 1755, 芝 1759 





LAWN GRASS 芝草 し ば くさ lawn 
OFE し ば ふ lawn, turf 
芝居 し ば い play, drama 


芝居 小屋 し ば い ご ゃ playhouse 
0255, 0034, 0252 


東芝 と うし ば Toshiba [company namel.....0032 














E When you see 之 with ++ grass, you might visualize it as a hand-pushed lawn mower: LAWN 
GRASS. ms Z 1758, 之 1755 








REACH TO, extend to; be equal to; as ORS お よぶ reach to, amount to 

well as, and SETA げん きゅう する mention, referto...0051 
O 普 及 ふき ゅ 3 diffusion, spread 

キュ ウ | 及 第 する きゅう だ いす る pass an examination 

BES) お よ ( び ) お よび BLUES) A 





OA 及び B エイ お よび ビー AandB 











E Note the ways in which this form differs from J} above. To perceive the idea REACH TO, 
focus visually on how S2 REACHES over TO the left, and 53 REACHES over TO the right. The 
way they both extend to the other side recalls 4 . stretch (introduced back at 延 0872). In 
the three entries that follow, 及 will signify reach. 




















HANDLE, treat 











あつ か (2 う ) あつ か ( い ) 


上 手 に 扱う じょう ず に ぁ っ か う handle skillfully 
Bias d sets dub tata hen ten Mt Rt 0041, 0046 
〇 扱い 方 あつ か いか た way to handle ......... 0173 
客 扱い きゃ < ぁ っ か い hospitality, entertainment; 
Se[VI CO SR ect hts 0787 


取り 扱い と り ぁ っ か い handling, dealing, 





treatment; trading, selling; handling, 
| manipulation, operation; service .......... 0059 











Following the previous entry, see how S5 and S6 reach. Now visualize the whole kanji as a 
hand (F ) reaching out to HANDLE/treat something. 


GRADE, rank 











キュ ウ 


等 级 と うき ゅ 2 class, grade, rank, magnitude 0393 
〇 階級 か ぃ きゅう class, estate; rank, grade....1430 


上 级 じょう きゅう higher grade, advanced class, 
high dass te o ne aiy 0041 


初級 し ょ きゅう beginners class .............. 0710 
同級 生 どう きゅう せい classmate ....... 
























my WK 1764 











Suggests military insignia, that is, thread (#) that shows one has reached (Az) a certain 
GRADE or rank. While the previous entry does not have an on reading, this one and the one 
after follow the on reading of 及 , キュ ウ . 


'SUCK 
? BREATHE IN 





Merger sa abn oma n aA 1155 
キュ ウ 2? 吸入 する きゅう に ゅ うす る inhale, breathe in; suck 
す (5) (in); imbibe. n 0039 


の 吸引 する きゅう いん する suck (in), absorb; attract 


! 吸収 きゅう し ゅ う absorption, assimilation; 


⑨ タ バ コ を 吸う タバ パコ を すう smokea cigarette 





吸い 物 すい る の Japanese-style soup....... 





Picture the mouth (L1) reaching (及 ) out to SUCK in/BREATHE IN air. Note how two of the 
three strokes in 及 seem to get SUCKED toward ICI. The reading すう resembles the sound 
your mouth makes when you SUCK in air, as when you're sipping hot “soooooup” (see V5). 


BLOW, breathe out 


スイ 
ふ (4) 





奏 2104. v 





Mouth (L1) + gaping mouth ( 欠 ): breathe out/BLOW. To distinguish from the previous 
entry, note how S5 seems to point away from the mouth, whereas in the previous entry, two 
of the three strokes in 及 get sucked toward it On-yomi compounds appear at 鼓 2016 and 


吸 1763 





風 が 吹い て いる か ぜ が ふい て いる thewindis 


blowing... 0425 

O 吹 き 込む ふき こむ blow into, breathe into. ..0192 
SURE ふえ ふき flute player ............... 1530 
吹雪 ふぶき Sn0Wstorm |... 0899 






















































CALL send for 








(3) 





AIE て 4 こ rollcall Orotiae 
9 呼吸 こき ゅ 3 breathing, respiration... 1763 
呼び 掛け る よび か ける callto; appealto...1117 
呼び 出す よび だ す call, summon; page.…0038 


O 医 者 を 呼ぶ いし ゃ を ょ ぶ callthe doctor 
mU EUR SUNT 0561, 0107 





























Visualize the mouth (L1) CALLING to 乎 and getting its attention. Note how, in contrast to 平 
0334, F has two strokes that either lean (S4, in the head character) or hook (58) toward the 
mouth, graphically representing how the mouth has attracted its attention. 


SPEW, vomit 














BE FULFILLED, fulfill, grant 


Mouth (I) ingests soil (+), then SPEWS/vomits. ss 叶 1767 








ご 吐息 と いき sigh,long breath. 
吐血 と けっ vomiting blood 0198 

O 吐 く は < spew, vomit; exhale; emit, send forth 
吐き 出す は きだ す spew, vomit, disgorge.…0038 

吐き 気 は きけ nausea ee. 












叶う か な うぅ be fulfilled, be realized, be granted 


叶わ な い か な わな い be unable, be beyond 
one's power 


] 〇 望み が 叶う の そ み が か な う have one’s wish 





キョ ウ ギョ ウ 
か な ( う ) か な (える ) 





realized ee oon et rete 1066 


叶え る か な える grant(a request), fulfill 
(expectations), answer (a person's prayer) 




















3 If you visualize 十 as pointing down from the mouth (L1), it suggests a word coming down 
from the mouth of a higher-up, FULFILLING/granting a subordinate's request. vs IH: 1766 


叱責 する し っ せき する reproach, scold, reprove 
Iu D rixas m SR erras ice iae reris 0831 


叱 正 し っ せい correction of errors ........... 0043 








シッ 
し か (る ) 





〇 叱る し か る scold, rebuke, reprove 
叱 ら れる し か られ る bescolded 


叱り 付け る し か りつ ける rebuke strongly, baw 
QUE 4s reos Rege OAD 00 





| 
64 














Visualize L as the mouth of an adult, SCOLDING a seated child (£). 














9 叫唤 きょう か ん shout, cry, scream 
絶叫 する ぜ っ きょう する exclaim, scream, shout 
127 





キョ ウ 
さけ ( ぶ ) 





叫ぶ au Shout, scream, cry; advocate 
叫び 声 さけ び ご ぇ shout, outcry 


改革 を 叫ぶ か いか < を さけ ぶ cry loudly for 
| reform 0429, 0592 











Visualize 上 as a hand held up to one's mouth (LI) to amplify the volume of one's voice 
while SHOUTING. $5 represents the thumb, held out to fit under the chin. $4 and the top of 
S6 represent the fingers, while the bottom of $6 represents the wrist. 











RECITE WB 2 ぎん し ょ うす る recite, chant........ 1685 
BAIS TS ろう ぎん する recte sing........... 1476 
詩吟 し ぎ 4 reciting Chinese poems ........ 0389 
| ギン 


O 吟 詠 ぎん えい reciting/chanting a poem; poem 
1693 











When it appears next to now (47), let mouth (L1) suggest singing or RECITING in precise 


l time. «= & 1771 


含有 する が ん ゆう する contain, have, hold. 0400 
含 する ほう が ん する indude, encompass; 
0457 








^ CONTAIN, include 


ガン 





CW ふく ( む ) 3③ ぐ ( め る ) 





1736 


















] つ 含む <e contain, indude 
含め る ふく ぬる include 
を 含め て .… を ふく め て including... 








A good way to distinguish this from the previous entry is to see the larger 口 here as a box 


rather than a mouth. This entry thus refers to what is presently (47) inside a box, to signify 
the idea CONTAIN/include. Remember, the smaller J in the previous entry represents a 
mouth, while the larger Ll in this entry represents a box. vs Ir 1770 


KOTO (Japanese zither) 









琴曲 きん きょく koto musiC 


〇 琴線 きん せん heartstrings, one’s innermost 
feelings... ee oett th 0210 





キン 
こと 





1 eH こと を ひく playthekoto............ 1075 


ZA c£ rca neernalllple um or 
ivory used in playing the koto............... 








depicts the strings of the KOTO. 


Following 7 above, 47 suggests playing in precise (musical) time. The top of the character 











; PERPLEXED, lost 迷惑 めい ゎ < trouble, annoyance 
P 迷信 めい し 4 superstition................... 0063 





{RATS て い め いす る beinaslump....... 0479 


3 
6 
N A4 C 迷 宮 ゅ us きゅう labyrinth, maze 1242 
ま よ ( う ) OKJ ま ょ ぅ be perplexed, be lost 














See the eight lines of the rice (7K) grapheme all pointing in different directions. 3_ indicates 
that we're trying to go somewhere, but 7k indicates that we don't know which way to go. 
We're lost/PERPLEXED. 











Nr 5 RIDDLE, enigma 謎 を 解く な ぞ を と < solve a riddle [mystery] 0345 
S p ORM な その mysterious 

T" " 謎 の 殺人 事件 な その さっ じ 4 じ けん mysterious 

P な を murder 0522, 0015, 0080, 0118 


j E. Words (&) that perplex (2): RIDDLE/enigma. Like other new Joyo kanji that contain 3_, this | 


entry was not officially simplified to 3 when it was added to the Joyo Kanji List. Remember, 
it is always acceptable to write 3_ in place of i .. 




















REVERSE, contrary 〇 逆転 きゃ く て ん reversal, turnabout, inversion 
M EE RS 0224 
逆戻り ぎゃ くも どり retrogression, going 
| | o backward eee 1019 
ギャ ク 逆説 きゃ くせ っ paradox sss 1197 
さか さか ( さ ) さか ( ら う ) ORÉ smat upside-down, reverse......... 0501 





親 に 逆らう お や に さか ら 3 disobey one’s parents 
0276 











Imagine that 56 started out vertical. Then the truck (1. .) suddenly sped forward, sending the | 
object loaded on it tumbling backward. 3 depicts that instant, when the two objects move 
in REVERSE directions. 








GO BACK IN TIME, go upstream OMETE そ き ゅ うす る retroadt.……… 1760 

遡及 的 そ き ゅ 3 て き retroactive ........ 1760, 0169 

METS そ じ ょ うす る retroact; go upstream 
0041 





> 
さか の ば (る) 





34173 5 そこ うす る goupstream........... 0055 
OWA さか の ぼる go back (in time); go upstream 














GOING BACK IN TIME. 




















MODEL, mold 


= 











塑像 ec plasticimage: clay figure... 
9 塑造 225 modeling, molding............ 0699 


彫 期 ちょ うそ carving and modeling, plastic arts; 
clay model 279 





















MERITORIOUS SERVICE 


Use the curving shape of S6 and S7 as a visual cue for the idea of giving shape to an object. 
See both parts of 闻 working together as a MODEL to mold a malleable chunk of earth (£). 


























O 勲 功 < こぅ distinguished service, merit... 1046 
勲章 < ん し ょ う decoration, order, medal... 1459 


武勲 ぶ < ん deeds of arms, distinguished 
military service oo... ee, 0111 


IRE ve<4 meritorious deeds, LU 



















BALMY, fragrant 


E directly over searing flames (^»): MERITORIOUS SERVICE. ss» 3& 1779, $} 0540 





クン 
か お (る ) 
















ORIS, <4s ぅ balmy breeze 
JT <AaA fragrant smoke................ 0768 
OŽI) かおり fragrance, aroma 


若葉 が 薫る わか ば が か お る The fresh verdure 
smells sweet II 0404, 0605 











1779 | Herbs (+) piled (Œ) atop a fire (Y), burning fragrantly: BALMY/fragrant. «sr 者 1188, $h 





1778 





FRAGRANT 





ホウ 
か ん ば (し い ) 
















OFE (25% fragrantscent sss 
HE ほ ぅ そう fragrant herb 0144 
芳 潤 な ほう じゅ ん な aromatic, rich........... 1491 
芳名 録 ほう めい ろく < guestbook ....... 0269, 0608 

OFLU か ん ば し い fragrant; favorable 











|| Picture a person (Jj) running through a FRAGRANT meadow filled with herbs (+). 














SWEET SMELL 





コウ キョ ウ 
か DB) か お (る ) 











| Bundled rice (7k), mellowing in the sunshine (FH): SWEET SMELL. 


EXCELLENT 





シュ ウツ 
ひい (で る ) 





薫 香 < ん こぅ fragrance 

芳香 ほう こぅ perfume, fragrance, aroma ... 1780 
9 香水 zov perfume 

香る か お る smell sweet, be fragrant 
〇 花 の 香り は な の か ぉ り fragrance of flowers 0121 








〇 優秀 な ゆう し ゅ うな excellent, superior, best 0780 
FG Ledo supreme excellence 1273 
俊秀 L ゅ ん し ゅ う genius, prodigy 
秀才 し ゅ うさ い (person of) genius 


日 本 語 に 秀 で る に ほん ご に ひい で る excelin 
Japanese 0001, 0031, 0222 











When 77 (1754) appears inside other kanji, see it as a hand or rod (/) pulling an object (4) 


away toward the left. Here, we thus have a rice bundle (7k) being pulled away from “the 
chaff,” to signify EXCELLENCE. Now review the differences between JY and 及 1760. The 
reading ひい で る (excel, stand out) sounds like 引い て (ひい て , pulling) + 出る (で る , 


go out). 


INDUCE, invite 





ユウ 
さそ (②) 








9 诱惑 ゅ ぅ ゎ く temptation, seduction 
勧請 する か ん ゆう する induce, invite, persuade. 


O 誘 う さそ ぅ invite, ask 





E This character includes the previous entry in full, but we should still focus visually on 75 and 
how its left-hand stroke seems to pull away. Words (i) attempting to pull (someone) away: 











INDUCE/invite. 


KIDNAP 














〇 誘拐 ゅ うかい kidnapping, abduction ......1783 
揭 带 か いた い absconding with money. .... 1232 








3 Do you notice anything odd about this character? By now, you are probably used to seeing 


knife (JJ) over mouth (L1) in kanji based on 名 1103, but here, the knife and mouth are 
reversed. In this way, think of this entry as the conceptual opposite of politely INVITING ( (FA 


1104): KIDNAPPING. ss» 招 1104 

















‘PASS THROUGH ©3338 UALS permeation, penetration 
? SEE-THROUGH, transparent DWH と うめ いな transparent 


2 見 え 透 く みえ すく < be seen right through, be 
0083 


bs QUOS 


*(0 FHS) す (ける ) 








② 流 ける ブラ ウス すけ る プラ ウス E 


| Here again focus visually on J} and how its left-hand stroke seems to pull toward the 
left. With ł_ advance, we should think of pulling or advancing through a barrier: PASS 
THROUGH. Also means SEE-THROUGH/transparent, from the idea of light PASSING 
THROUGH a barrier. 








CARRY IN HAND, join hands 9 携带 (电话 ) り い た ぃ (て ん ゎ ) mobile (telephone) 

1232, 0155, 0053 
携行 する けい こう する carry along, bring... 0055 
杖 を 携え る つえ を た ず さ え る a aikin ones 





ケイ 
た ず さ ( え る ) た ず さ ( わ る ) 連携 れん けい cooperation, league, concert. .0582 


O 提 携 す る て いけ いす る actin concert with, tie 
up with 1679 


| Hand (4 ) + bird (#2) + pull away (J5): here visualize the hand carrying the bird away (like a 
portable phone): CARRY IN HAND. «s» 擁 2182 











' MALE OHA ぉ うし bull, steer 

2 HEROIC OHR stob maledog 

2 MER waxat eloquent, fluent 
E 1② 英 雄 ぇ uv ゅ ぅ hero 

お - お す 














Think of Z5 as a hand (F) placed on a nose (Zs). Then visualize this character as a MALE 
bravely and HEROICALLY placing his hand upon a bird (f 's nose (i.e., beak). vs JHE 1788 





FEMALE 雌雄 し ゅ ぅ male and female; victory or defeat 
1787 


雌牛 ゅ 3 し cow 
雌花 size female flower 
OMER byum female dog, bitch 





- めす 











Recall from 此 1756 the image of three men looking at something that has drawn their atten- 
tion. Here they are three male birds, gawking at a lovely FEMALE bird (f£). ws 雄 1787 














A LITTLE BIT 








サ 
いさ さ ( か ) 

















些 事 sc trifling matter 
ORAS ささ いな slight, trifling, insignificant... 0239 
明々 な ささ な trifling, trivial 


EDELE いさ さか ぉ どろ きま し た (wasa 
little surprised 





Because the top stroke of — is narrower than the lower stroke, we can visualize it here as a 
pyramid shape, narrowing at the top. Notice how there's only A LITTLE BIT of space at the top 


of S7 for the three men (JI) to fit. 


BRUSHWOOD, firewood 





サイ 
し ば 








O 柴 刈り し ば か り firewood gathering 
柴垣 し ば が き brushwood fence 
柴犬 し ば ぃ ぬ Shiba Inu [kind of dog] 
柴田 し ば た Shibata [surname] 











Here visualize 此 as slender branches at the top of a tree (AX): BRUSHWOOD/firewood. 


my X 1791 











OS Uawa ultraviolet rays 
紫紺 に 4 purplish blue 
紫 煙 し ぇ ん tobacco smoke 

9 紫色 むら さき いろ purple color, purple 
IRF あぁ あか むら さき reddish purple 











Here the three men (此 )s attention has been drawn by a flamboyant PURPLE thread ($k). 
my Fe 1790 





ハツ 


か み 








〇 散髪 さん ば っ haircut 
毛髪 も ぅ は っ hair 
A Los に は < は っ) white/gray hair......0076 
SERES か みゆ い hairdresser; hairdressing 0516 
O 髪 の 毛 か ぁ の け hair 








5% means hair. Picture 2 as a comb, and 52-4 as long locks of hair. With 友 friend, this 
entry depicts a person having her HAIR combed by a friend. rs 36 1793 

















BEARD, mustache OREBIS ひげ を そる shave (ones beard) 1192 


ASE は な ひげ mustache 1558 
Fém wf bearded/unshaven face .....0175 


y 无 精 影 ぶし ょ うぅ ひげ stubble, unshaven face 
人 0048, 0976 
















à Distinguish from the previous entry by using E (similar to katakana t) as a quick clue for ひ 
げ (BEARD/mustache). mw € 1792 








: 3 SWINDLE 詐取 šte fraud,swindle 0059 
D E7 NR x e R s 
"em f 詐称 さ し ょ ぅ misrepresentation, false stenen 














Review 0153-54. Here, we fabricate words (È) as with a saw (F): SWINDLE. A useful com- 
pound to memorize appears in the next entry. Remember to associate the English word “saw” 
with the on readings サ and サク one or both of which apply to all kanji in this course 
containing ^E. «= 許 1276 











DECEIVE OPER xe swindle, fraud 
詐欺 師 さき し swindler, con artist 
OK ぁ さ むく < deceive 
ギ 欺 き 惑 わす ぁ さ むき ま と ゎ す deceive and lead L 
あざ む ( く ) 











| Imagine a scenario in which a person has been duped into letting in a robber, who ties him 
up and then Mewes off with his valuables. In this kanji we see the person bound up (其 ) his 
mouth gaping ( 欠 ) in shock at how he's been DECEIVED. 













OO 将棋 し ょ う ぎ shogi Japanese chess ......... 
棋士 き し professional go/shogi player.....0350 
棋界 きか い gocirdes; shogicircles......... 0612 

棋譜 き ふ record of a game of shogi/go.... 1086 





SHOGI (Japanese chess) 











—— | 





















ET 
In the next two entries, let 其 represent a rectangular grid, on which one plays a game of chess 
or checkers. The game with the wooden (4) pieces is SHOGI (Japanese chess). (Continued in 
next entry) «= 碁 1797 

















GO (Japanese checkers) 











- 











碁石 ご いし gostone sss 
碁盤 ご ぱん go board, checkerboard 0673 
会 所 ご か いし ょ goparlor 0226, 0249 
PAH wz (the game of) go 0435 
碁 を 打つ ご を 3 っ play(a game of) go 















{| (Continuing from the previous entry) The game with the stone (4) pieces is GO (Japanese 
checkers). «= 基 0485, 棋 1796 


ki 13 | 
3 EXTREMELY 





NE 











ジン 
は な は (だ ) は な は (だ し い ) 





O 甚 大 な じん だ いな extremely big; serious; nm 
0033 


幸甚 で ある こう じん で ぁ る beveryglad.....1470 
REZ し 4 じん な profound; careful, mature 1715 
〇 甚だ は な は だ extremely, very 


甚だ し い 誤 解 は な は だ し い ご か い serious 
misunderstanding ..................... 1480, 0345 














! CHECK, consider 
2INTUITIVE PERCEPTION 


Returning to the meaning bind/bound for 其 , we can visualize in this entry a person bound 
to “the stocks,’ an EXTREME form of punishment. S6 represents the boards locked around 
the detainee's legs, which can be seen dangling below (JL). Associate the image not with 
punishment, but with the idea of EXTREMENESS. 








カン 
























1 勘定 か ん じょう calculation; account, settlement of 





2 勘 付く か ん つく sense(adanger)............... 1715 
2 甚 の 良い 人 か ん の いい ひと person of quick 
perception ee 0285, 0015 


DHO か ん ちがい wrong guess/impression ...0563 












= 


ENDURE, tolerate 


Here we observe the detainee ($E) CHECKING out the plow (JJ) left next to him, consider- 
ing it for potential use in an escape plot. To the extent that he naturally understands how to 
make use of the p/ow, the character can also represent the idea of INTUITIVE PERCEPTION. 


j 





カン 





た (える ) た ま 


(る )* 


















堪忍 する か ん に ん する have patience, bear 





with; forgive, pardon .………………………… 1095 
O 堪 える た ぇ る endure, bear 
OER MEL. た ぇ が た い unbearable............ 0712 
〇 不 率 に 堪え る ふ こ うに た える bearupunder 
misfortune. .ee 0049, 1470 


堪ら な い た ま ら な い cannot bear; cannot help 
(doing) 














"d Finally, picture the detainee ( 基 ) suffering the additional humiliation of being pelted by clods 
of dirt (E), hurled at him by scornful passers-by: ENDURE. 

















COUNTER FOR ANIMALS ORE vezus five dogs 


, COUNTER FOR ANIMALS 。 OR AVE wazva fivedogs........... 
Á a 数 匹 すう ひき severalanimals.............. 0309 
匹敵 する ひっ て きす る match, rival... ....... 1122 

ヒ ツ 

ひき 


We first encountered し. back at 区 0297. Here, it represents an animal cage with an opening 
at the side. Inside it we find human legs (JL), which we should interpret, by way of excep- 
tion, to be animal legs: COUNTER FOR ANIMALS. Distinguish from 四 0006 FOUR by the lack 
of the "fourth" side. «= 四 0006 










































CRAFTSMAN 





工匠 こう し ょ 3 artisan, mechanic 
名 匠 め ゅ いし ょ 3 skilled craftsman ............ 0269 
f CO 師 区 し し ょ 3 master teacher 0748 


ショ ウ 巨匠 き ょ し ょ う great master, maestro........ 0483 
た くみ * 














| Now picture | as a storage box with an opening on one side. A hacksaw (JT) stored inside 
this box symbolizes the CRAFTSMAN. se 医 0561 












CONCEAL 











ORA と くめ い anonymity, incognito, pseudonym 
MM 0269 


隠匿 いん と < concealment; misprision.....1312 
秘匿 する ひと < する hide, conceal.......... 1384 























受諾 Ug だく acceptance .i 


10 
Om? AX 
し ょ うだ く consent, assent, agreement... 0959 
OAM 承諾 Usd g 





-—L 応 庄 ぉ うだ く consent, assent................ 0850 
te ダク 快諾 か いだく ready consent 0331 


内 诺 な いだく informal/private consent ....0215 











Picture the young person ( 若 ) holding words (È), the way a young schoolchild holds words of 
parental CONSENT on a permission slip as he reports to school on the day of a field trip. 











O9 こぅ beg, pray for 


CB こき beggar 

WEY も の ご い beggar; begging 
コッ * コ * Mz ぁ ま ご い ritual prayer for rain 
こう) 














Visualize as a BEGGAR kneeling and holding out his hands, and ^— as a charitable person 
standing above him, holding out an arm (S2) to give him a handout. vs 3€ 1806, 乙 1522 





UP TO, until ENE これ まで upto/until now 
其 れ 迄 それ まで up to/until then 


WATS ぬ す ぁみ まで する goto the extent of 
stealing 1304 


キッ 年 末 迄 に ね 4 まっ まで に bythe year’s end. 0117, 0272 
まで 当然 の 事 を し た 迄 だ と う ぜ ん の こと を し た まで だ 
I simply have done what | ought to do 

0141, 0760, 0080 


Beggar (Z) hitching a ride on a truck (3. .), as far as it will take him: UP TO/until. Note that 
まで is usually written in hiragana. «= を , 1805 

















乾季 か ん き dryseason 

乾物 か ん ぶっ dry provisions, groceries ....0172 
〇 乾杯 する か ん ば いす る drinkatoast toast... 1496 
カン ORES か ゎ く < [vil dry (up) 


か わ ( く ) か わ ( か す ) 着物 を 乾かす きる の を か わか す dry clothes, , 
0938, 017 














Alcoholic beggar (Z) "DRYING" out in the morning (from 朝 0145). «= 幹 1808, F 0408 

















TRUNK 根幹 こん か ん basis, root; keynote; root and 
trunk esse 0284 

新幹線 し ん か ん せん Shinkansen, bullet train 
ーー 0275, 0210 
カン O 幹 部 か ん ぶ executive, (managing) staff... 0068 
みき 主幹 U ゅ か ん editorin chief 0365 
ORDRE «osx trunkofatree.............. 0028 








i 
r Here interpret 于 visually, as a tree TRUNK with two sets of branches (see へ as the trees 
51 | canopy). From 朝 0145, recall that the left side of this character depicts the sun (H) rising 
through two cross-shaped plants. Let that image suggest “rising straight up,’ just as a tree 
TRUNK does. vs 乾 1807, 加 0691 





















' MANIPULATE 


| 2 FIDELITY 








の 操作 25x operation, manipulation, handling 0152 
' 操縦 する そう じゅ うす る manage, control; steer; pilot 

SN on CSE p ms 0871 
| 1 体操 た いそ 3 gymnastics, calisthenics ......... 0062 












4 | 
3 ソウ 
みさ お あや つ ( る ) 


の ① 世 論 を 操る せろ ん を あや つる manipulate public 
0pinion ee 0604, 0942 


る 操 を 守る みさ お を まもる preserve one's chastity, 
adhere to one's principles 
















DRY OUT 


| s E g 3 A 
#| Think of 5& as a tree (AX) with fruit (in), which the hand (F ) carefully and dexterously picks: 
MANIPULATE. Associate M2 FIDELITY with the idea of dependable handling. 





乾燥 する か ん そう する dry out/up, desiccate 
1807 












ソウ 





乾燥 機 か ん そう き dyer 1807, 0473 
高 燥 地 こぅ うそ ぅ 5 high and dry ground 
a 0185, 0187 


無味 乾燥 な む お みか ん そう な dryas dust, insipid 
ote Pond dee 0048, 0273, 1807 














' REEL, spin 
2SHIFT ONWARD 


Now we use fire (K) to DRY OUT the fruit (im, following previous entry). 


「 繰 り 綿 < り ゎ た ginned cotton 
2 繰り 上 げ る < くり ぁ げ る advance, move up...0041 
2 繰り 延べ る < り の べ る postpone, put off ... 0872 





く (る ) 





2 や り 繰り ゃ り < り tiding over, makeshift 
② 繰 り 返 す < りか えす repeat, do over again. . . 0378 








nounced ソウ . 








SEAWEED, algae 


Here, picture 品 as cotton bolls, whose thread (#) is being spun onto REELS. M2 SHIFT 
ONWARD comes from the idea of shifting thread from a cotton boll or silk cocoon onto a 
REEL. Note that while this entry has no on-yomi, the others incorporating 5& are all pro- 





ソウ 








藻类 そう る ぁ い Seaweed,algae 0310 
9 海藻 か いそ 2 seaweed, kelp, marine algae 0106 
ERE り ょ < そ う greenalgae s 0607 
MEE も ぐさ waterplants .i 0144 








growing in water. SEAWEED. 











2 This time, the focus shifts to ++ and Y, which suggest that $È is in this case a grass-like plant 

















SPOUT, gush out 噴射 ふん し ゃ jet, jet propulsion 
噴出 ふし ゅ っ spouting, gushing 
噴水 ふん すい jet (of water), fountain 
ORK ふん か eruption, volcanic activity 
〇 噴き 出す ふき だ す spout, gush out 














Ë depicts a shellfish swollen to bursting. With II to suggest the mouth of a geyser or 
volcano, it signifies SPOUT/gush out. The three kanji that incorporate É are all pronounced 
TY. 





TUMULUS 墳墓 AM grave, tomb 
O 古 墳 こ ふ ん tumulus, ancient tomb 


0254 
古墳 時 代 こ ふ ん じ だ い Kofun period [Japanese 


historical era, approx. 250-538 CE] 
0254, 0383, 0071 














Earth (£) + swollen to bursting (EX): TUMULUS. 





INDIGNATION 


義 慎 ふん righteous indignation 


0926 
FUSS ふん げき する be enraged 


| 0575 
1 員 2 氏 と ふん ぜん と indignantly, in arage.... 
sed 〇 慎 然 と indignantly, in a rage.…0760 
qanm 
um 9 
h。 | 
^ ™ 





公愤 こぅ ふん public indignation/resentment 








OBS いき と お る be indignant 
Heart (Ù) + swollen to bursting (EX): INDIGNATION. 



































1 FANG, tusk 象牙 そう げ ivory sss 1277 
2 i 毒 牙 と < が poisonfang 0133 
Je2 eT と ら が き ば を むい た thetiger 
bared its fangs .ee 0912, 0609 
H d 
き ば 
, Depicts a FANG or tusk. Note the slight difference between the independent kanji and the 
= 92 | grapheme version, seen in the next entry. s 23- 1817 
2891 








麦芽 ば < が wheat germ, malt 

— 新芽 LAs sprout, bud, shoot 

め 若芽 和 办 的 young bud 

〇 芽生 える ゅ ば ぇ る bud, sprout; begin 




















| Slender fang (F) of grass (++): BUD. = FP 1816 








1927 

常 | 8 

| 6 ELEGANT 優雅 な ゅ ぅ が な elegant, graceful, refined. .. 0780 
2 : 風雅 ふぅ が elegance, refinement, daintiness 

3 7 RE ED E OE En 0425 








雅楽 が が < old Japanese court music ...... 0302 


y 
雅 俗 が を < elegance and vulgarity ......... 1039 














Bird (42) with an ELEGANT, slender, fang (3F)-like beak, like a hummingbird's. 








O 邪 悪 Cs ぁ < wickedness, vice 
邪道 じゃ と 3 evil course; heresy 
無邪気 む じ ゃ き innocence, simplicity. .0048, 0126 


正 邪 の 区 別 せい じゃ の < べ っ discrimination 
between right and wrong 0043, 0297, 0090 


風邪 か ぜ (common) cold 














| Here we observe a fanged (77) beast that has surmounted the town walls and is now inside 
the town ( B ). Let this image symbolize EVIL. 





ALREADY, previous 既婚 の きこ ん の (already) married 1721 
既往 症 き ぉ うし ょ う previous illness, medical 
0866, 0618 
〇 既成 の きせ ぃ の established, existing, done. . 0070 
キ 既成 事実 き を いじ L っ established fact, fait 
す で ( に ) accompli 0070, 0080, 0499 
既に 申し た 様 に すでに も うし た よう に asl have 
previously stated 0315, 0501 














| At the right, notice how J differs from 牙 of the previous few entries. We shall still see it as 
a fang. Focus on how the fang has ALREADY wrapped all the way around the little boy (B)— 
he’s ALREADY done for. Note the variant forms for this and the next two entries. «= Bl 0390 











487 








GENERAL, rough 
















概略 が ぃ りゃ < outline, summary; roughly... 0791 
概論 が いろ ん outline, general remarks ....0942 
概括 する が いか っ する generalize, summarize 


RC 1069 
〇 概念 が いね ん general idea, concept. ...... 0230 


一 概 に いち が い に unconditionally; 9 
indiscriminately 0002 














| The /ittle boy (B) is larger than the usual prey, so the fanged (£) beast will have to measure 
him first to be sure it can actually swallow him. Here we observe the fanged beast using a 
piece of wood ($) to make a GENERAL/rough measure of the size of his quarry. «= 慨 1822 





DEPLORE 





IETS が いた ん する deplore, lament, regret 
731 





9 愤慨 ふん が い resentment, indignation ....1815 
慌 然 と が いぜん と deploringly indignantly 0760 














Here a heart (] ) DEPLORES what is happening to the /ittle boy (B) in BE 1820. Remembering 
this idea, practice writing this character in alternation with BE and 概 , focusing on distin- 
guishing their meanings. c= 概 1821 














SEEDLING 種苗 U ゅ びょう seedlings, seeds and saplings - 












9 苗木 æa% sapling, youngtree............. 


4 "T San sues 苗床 を ぇ どこ seedbed ow... 0851 
ヨ SH 
な え な わ - 苗代 な ゎ し ろ bed for rice seedlings, TMR 














TN 0098 








DEPICT 





描画 する びょう が する draw a picture, paint 0176 

素描 そ び ょ う (rough)sketch................ 0132 

〇 描写 びょう し ゃ depiction; portrayal; drawing 
859 





| ビョウ ls 
ぇ が ( く ) 办 (<) 描く ぇ が < depict, draw, paint 


油絵 を 描く あら ぇ を か < paintinoil....0433, 0525 




















| Hand (¥) using a seedling (FË) as a brush, to DEPICT things. 











a 1 〇 愛 猫 家 あい びょう か catlover 
-十 子猫 こね こ kitten ONE) 0094 
/ es 猫背 az stoop, bentback................ 0124 
E: | ビョウ 猫 撫で 声 で ね こ な で ご え ぇ で ina soft coaxing 


5 E ね こ VOICE aa de de cott es 1538, 0529 


招き 猫 まね き ね こ beckoning cat(figurine) 1104 




















ーー ニー 


| A smallish four-legged creature (4 ), gentle and lithe enough to walk among the seedlings 
(È): CAT. As a visual shortcut, you might associate ++ with a CAT's whiskers. 














0488 
1 
2 I GERMINATE, sprout Odit ほ ぅ が germination, beginning: sprout 1817 
ーー ナー 〇 萌え る も ぇ る sprout, bud 
4 a 萌 黄 色 る ぇ ぎぃ いろ yellowish green....0915, 0528 
ホウ ボウ り 萌 す axy germinate, SDrout show signs of 
も (える ) き ざ ( す ) HHL きざし germination, sprouting: signs 











| Rather than use bright from HH, | suggest you visualize grass (+) sprouting atop the sun (H) 
and moon (月 ) GERMINATE. 








' SIGN, omen; show signs of 兆候 ちょ うこ う symptom, sign; omen 
2TRILLION 1 前兆 ぜん ちょ う omen, sign 

OF き さ す sprout, show signs of 

チョ ウッ 1 凶 事 の 兆し きょう じ の きざし omen of disaster 


き ざ ( す ) き ぎ (し ) vane 
2 二 兆 円 に ちょ うえ 4 two trillion yen ...0003, 0013 














dE dj (3:95 previous entry, V4) and JKF ( き ざ す  V3 here) overlap in signifying “sprout” 
and “show signs of” so see JK as a pair of stalks with buds showing signs of blossoming. M2 
TRILLION should be practiced together with 万 0018 TEN THOUSAND and 億 0622 HUNDRED 
MILLION. 














6 GAZE OBES ちょ うぅ ぼう view, prospect, outlook ..... 1066 
Y N N 海 を 眺め る うみ を な が め る lookoutoverthe sea 
AS 0106 
E m -] 月 を 眺め る つき を な が め る gaze atthe moon 
Fa M. aped cM SEEMS 0023 
な が ( め る ) 














E 109| break out of their knobby buds (Jk), other than GAZE at them, as long as it takes, until they 
finally blossom? The reading な が め る (眺める, gaze) sounds like 長い (ながい, long) + 
見 る (みる , see, view). 














ESCAPE 〇 逃走 と うそ ぅ flight, escape 
逃亡 する と う ぼ うす る escape, abscond, desert 
02 





トゥ 逃避 と う ひ escape, evasion, flight 1469 
ORIFA に 
に ( げ ば る ) に (が す ) の が ( す ) 逃げ る に げ る escape, run away 


の が (れる ) 逃がす に が す let go, let escape 











Picture a dishonest plant lover pulling the budding stalks (JK) up from their roots and spirit- 
ing them away on the back of a truck (3_) to his private flower garden: ESCAPE. 


黄 桃 ぉ ぅ と うぅ yellow peach 
桃園 も も ぞ の peach orchard 
9 桃色 も も いる pink, rose [color] 





| 


も も 











j. T suggests tree species. What we must memorize, then, is that the tree's budding flowers (JK) 





| are those of the PEACH. Picture the buds first flowering to attract pollinators, then ripening 
into big, velvety, juicy, thirst-slaking PEACHES. 


JUMP, leap BREED S ちょ う ゃ くす る jump, leap, spring. ..1327 
〇 跳ね る は ね る jump, leap, bound 

O 跳 ぶ と ぶ jump, leap, spring 
チョ ウ | 飛び 跳ね る と び は ね る jump up and down, 
は (ね る ) と ( ぶ ) - と ( び ) 





hop 
0475 














See IF as a person getting ready to spring his legs and JUMP right over the two budding stalks 
(JK). This would be a good time to review 飛 0475 and 中 1325. «= BE 1327 


PROVOKE, challenge O 挑 戦 ちょ う せ ん challenge, defiance 


挑発 する ちょ う は つ す る provoke, incite, excite, 
stimulate 0148 

| 〇 戦い を 挑む た た か い を いと む challenge 

チョ ウ (someone)to a fight 

い ど ( む ) 

















See the two short crossing strokes of す hand (its fingers) PROVOKING the budding stalks 
(JK): they are picking at the top-left bud, and in an instant they will have plucked it off. 
Focus for a moment on the place where the fingers are about to pinch off the helpless bud, 
and sense the prospect of imminent violence. Now test yourself on this JE set. 









CLUMSY 















7 ky 
つた な ( い ) 








〇 押 劣 な せつ れ っ な clumsy, awkward, unskillful 

"usse stand derat eR NR Po Rd e Sage 1743 
押 速 な せっ そく な roughand ready, fast and 

SIPPY «outs oeste e nan doris 1143 


Pjjü こう せっ skill, dexterity, workmanship 1047 
Of fv) っ た な い clumsy, unskillful 








NESS. ms 34 1835 








BEND, submit to 


Here we observe a hand (4 ) slipping out (tH) of place, which signifies the idea of CLUMSI- 





クツ 
か が ( む )* か が ( め る )* 

















OMT < っ せっ bending, turn; refraction. ....1698 
不屈 の ふ < っ の indomitable, unyielding 0049 
$3) % きゅう くつ な cramped; overlyformal 1711 
屈する < っ する bend, yield 
届 か が む bend over, stoop 









os 届 1528, 居 0255 





Now we shall make use of F's additional sense buttocks, which we learned back at 尾 0488. 
The present entry refers to “putting out (UH) one's buttocks,’ i.e., the act of BENDING over. 





クツ 
ほ ( る ) 


















掘削 する < っ さく する dig out, excavate ..... 
採掘 さい < っ mining 0989 
OFT S は っ < っ する dig, excavate ........ 0148 
Off ほる dig, excavate 


掘り 返す ほり か えす turn up (the soil), tear up (a 
Cas SM 0378 








堀 1836 





Bend over (Ji) and DIG with your hands (+). Note that while the next entry has no on-yomi, 
the other three with 屈 , including the present entry, are all pronounced 7 7. «s Jill 1833, 





ト 
ほり 



















O 堀 川 ほり か も canal... 

堀割 ほり わり canal, ditch .oe 0416 
用 水 堀 よう すい ぼり irrigation ditch... 0047, 0027 
外堀 そ と ぼり outermoat .i 0266 















Once used interchangeably with the previous entry, but now used only for the noun ほり 
(DITCH), while the previous entry is used for the verb は る (DIG). You can remember this 
easily by associating F with the action and $ with the object. Because 堀 is used only for the 
word ほり , it has no on-yomi. «= Jf 2171, 掘 1835 










491 











‘SEAL, enclose OTS と うふ うす る encloselinaletter), ..0182 
? ENFEOFF ! 密封 す る みっ ぷう する sealhermetically....1383 
1 封 を 切る ふぅ を きる break the seal 0086 


フウ ホウ ② 封 建 的 な ほう けん て き な feudal, feudalistic 
1609, 0169 





2 封建 制度 ほう けん せい と feudalism 
1609, 0708, 0280 


上 
Here we observe an outstretched arm (^] ) applying two lumps of sticky earth (£) to SEAL an 
envelope (see V2 of the next entry). Associate M2 ENFEOFF with M1 SEAL through association 
with the historical process of Enclosure, which “sealed” off common lands so as to turn them 


into private property. 














円 筒 ぇ ん とう cylinder 

9 封 简 ふぅ と う envelope 

ORJE っ っ が た cylindrical, tube-shaped .…0147 
it っ っ そ で tight-sleeved kimono 1531 
茶 简 ちゃ づ っ tea caddy 














E! When [i] appears under ^", visualize it as a cross-sectional view of an insulated TUBE (made 
of bamboo, of course). Also, make an effort to remember that 简 (トウ ) is the only character 
based on 同 that is not pronounced ドウ . ve 箇 0261 





1PIPE ! 管状 の か 4 じょう の tubular 

2EXERCISE CONTROL ORF ama windpipe, trachea 

ざ 鉄 の 管 て っ の くだ iron pipe 

カン @ 管 理 す る か ん りす る administer, manage.…0532 
くだ ? 保管 する ほか ん する take custody of, keep 0646 














; lI 
| Bamboo (** ) government official (‘EB ): associate this combination with municipally oper- 
ated utilities involving bamboo pipes, such as sewerage and water. This should allow you to 
remember MI PIPE, as well as M2 EXERCISE CONTROL, from the idea of governmental control 


over what passes through the pipes. 





COFFIN OHIE せっ か ん sarcophagus 
IETS の うか ん する placeabody in m 
156 





HES 4S し ゅ っ か ん する carry the coffin out s 
the house 038 











Every government official (Œ) is allotted one tree ($) for his COFFIN. 


























EXERCISE JURISDICTION OVER 9 管辖 か ん か っ jurisdiction, control. ........ 1839 


7 B, 
: 」 分 還 ぶん か っ separate control/jurisdiction 
は CEMBCO | | ll | — | S[i!*Bt EE tke tet ema 0088 
， 所 還 し ょ か っ jurisdiction .5 0249 
6 








直轄 ちょ っ か っ directjurisdiction/control. ..0839 


统辖 と うか っ general control, control and 
jurisdiction 











| Picking up from ^& 1839, we find here another domain in which people expect the govern- 
Hi 159| ment to step in and EXERCISE JURISDICTION: situations when cars (Œ) cause harm (Œ). 











9 洞穴 どう けつ (= ほら あな ) cave, den 
空洞 < うと ぅ cave, cavern, hollow 
風洞 ふぅ と うぅ wind tunnel 

ドゥ 洞察 と ぅ さっ insight, penetration 

は ほら 














Here visualize [F] as the door to a CAVE, worn out of a hill over many eons by little drops of 
water ( Y ). 








" 1 CAVE 洞窟 と ぅ < っ cave, cavem 1842 
po 巣窟 そう < っ den, haunt, nest............... 0601 
1 岩窟 が 4< っ cave, Cavermn 1649 

] 1 クツ BRE ひん ぁみ 4< っ slum 1161, 0477 




















: A hole/cave (7*) which can only be entered by bending (Ji) over: CAVE. vs £2 1900 
X 116 





2032 


常 113 





〇 淫欲 いん よく lust 
〇 淫乱 な いん 5 ん な lascivious 

淫 売 いん ば い prostitution 

i£3 vara belicentious, overindulge 
〇 淫ら な みだら な lewd,indecent 











54-7 is a variant of ヾ claw. We thus observe the courtier (=£:) doing something LEWD with 
his claw to produce a fluid ( Y ). rs I% 2285 














BECOME PREGNANT O#FKE ひ に ん contraception 

懐妊 か に ん pregnancy, conception 
不妊 ふ に ん sterility 

妊婦 に 4 ぶ pregnant woman 


妊産婦 に 4 さん ぶ pregnantwomen and 
nursing mothers 0181, 1017 














5 At FE 0372, we saw that the role of the man courtier was to be ENTRUSTED with certain 
duties or OFFICES. By contrast, the role of the woman courtier (4, i.e., the courtesan) is to 
BECOME PREGNANT. ms 妖 2176 





CONCEIVE 妊娠 する に ん し ん する become pregnant, 
conceive 1845 


妊娠 中 絶 に ん し ん ちゅ う ぜ つ abortion 
1845, 0035, 1271 














$] Woman (4) receives dragon (Jz): CONCEIVE. 





口唇 こう し 4 lips, labia 
〇 上唇 う ゎ くち びる (= じょう し ん ) upperlip......0041 
TUE. し た くち びる に か し ん ) lowerlip 0040 





シン 
くち びる 











gi | A dragon (Bs) above a mouth (L1): picture this as a long mustache snaking across a man's 
upper LIP. 





HUMILIATE (PFS 5 ぶ じ ょ < する insult, treat with contempt 
1571 


C 屈 辱 < っ E ょ < humiliation, disgrace, insult 1834 
恥辱 ち じ x く disgrace, dishonor, shame....1670 


ジョ グ = " ' 
は ず か し ( め る ) ORE 5 は ず か し め る humiliate; disgrace 














| Visualize HUMILIATING the dragon (Ji) by picking it up and holding it in the air with a 
single outstretched arm (^J ). && is the only kanji in this course with the reading ジョ グ , 
which can therefore be linked with the meaning HUMILIATE through the mnemonic phrase 


“making a joke out of someone.’ 

















1RAID 
s 2? INHERIT 








18 シュ ウ 
お そう) 

















9 HE is the old form of 音 0507 DRAGON, but here focus instead on its many layers. See 衣 
as a man holding out his arms, trying to withstand layer upon layer of bombs dropped from 
above in an air RAID. With better fortune but no less burden, he can also be seen bearing 
layer upon layer of material goods, bequeathed from above by a wealthy parent: INHERIT. 


PROSTRATE, turn over 









77 
ふ (せる ) D ( す ) 




















HOWL, bark 


Here imagine a man (f ) commanding his dog (Ñ) to lie down: PROSTRATE. 








ベイ ハイ 
ほ ( え る ) 








"MBE L ぁ 3 げき raid attack 

ざ 空 襲 < ぅ Le ぅ airraid sss 0398 
1258 き し ゅ 3 surprise attack 1329 
O88 i5 raid, attack 

OHR せ L ゅ う heredity sss 0604 



























O 伏 す ふ す prostrate, lie down 


伏せ る ふせ る turn downward, lay upside down, 
turn over 


届 伏 < っ ぷく < submission, surrender.… 1834 
9 降伏 = ぅ ふく surrender, submission........ 1377 
潜伏 せん ぶ < concealment, hiding; latency 1168 



















O 喘 える ほ ぇ る howl, bark, bellow, bay 
喘 え 声 ほ ぇ ご ぇ howl, bark .i 0529 
BIKA と ぉ ぼ ぇ howling .i 0857 











BITE, chew 





ゴウ コウ 
z^ (C) 











Om pe bite, chew 
噛み 切る か みき る bite off 
噛み 傷 か みき ず bite wound 


噛み 合う か み ぁ う mesh, engage [as of gears]; 
bite one another 0227 





2 Now that we have learned the kanji for “bark,” let us learn the one for BITE, which we write as 
a mouth (L1) that exposes its teeth (BE) so as to cut into something. 











り 班長 は ん ちょ う squad/group leader 0091 
HUM XE Loxa data- collecting party, 

9, 0654 

救護 班 き ゅ 3 ご は ん relief party 1098, 1661 


三 つ の 班 に 分 ける みっ つの は ん に わけ る divide 
into three groups 0004, 0088 














Here interpret $5-6 as a variant of 1] cut. We thus obtain cutting or dividing gems (X). To 


associate this image with SQUAD, think of a small band of gem robbers who divide their 
loot. 





SPOT, speck 9 斑点 は ん て ん spot, speck 


紫斑 病 し は ん びょう purpura 
母 斑 ぽ は ん 4 mole, birthmark 
ZPE ci» freckles 














Think of X as a distinctive SPOT “written” on a gem (X). 





FELLOW EE brivo | 


O3 せん ば い one’s senior, elder 
ご 後輩 こう は い onesjunior 
OMJ と う は い fellow, comrade, colleague .0182 


輩出 する は いし ゅ つ す る appearin succession, 
one afteranother 














| See JE as a pair of chummy FELLOWS boarding a taxi (车 ) after a night at the pub. 





悲壮 な ひそ うな pathetic, tragic 
悲惨 な ひさ 4 な miserable, pitiable, tragic. .1239 
悲嘆 ひ ょ たん grief, sorrow, lamentation .....1731 


ヒ 悲観 的 な ひか ん て き な pessimistic....1128, 0169 
か な (し い ) か な (し む ) OZELO か な し い sad 














n- (JE) + heart OÙ): disheartened, SAD. 

















aN WY Ww ML NC CHOR ARE 0086, 0982, 0353 
た ち ま ( ち ) Gumi テ ェ っ に 
粗 色 に そこ っ に carelessly 1516 








! SUDDENLY, at once 1 忽然 上 こっ ぜん 4 と suddenly, unexpectedly 0760 
4 ? CARELESS 9/25 た ち ま ち at once, suddenly 


! 切 符 は 乱 ち 売り 切れ た きっ ぷ は た ち ま ち う りき れ た 
the tickets sold out right away 

























| 2 HHA そこ っ も の careless person...1516,0107 


| Woolly mammoth (2) + heart/mind UÈ). Associate this With animal instinct, and thus with 
immediate, unthinking action: SUDDENLY; CARELESS. ms 2 1095 
























FALL IN LOVE WITH; grow senile ご 惚れ る ほれ る fallin love with 
—Hlgi ひと ゅ ぼれ love atfirst sight 0002, 0021 
à 聞き 惚れ る きき ほれ る listenspellbound...0453 


ay 自惚れ る うぬぼれ る be pueti concer 
ほ ( れ る ) ぼ ( け る ) dores erase, arius asset Rip fries ndi ig Mp TEE cra éd ue 0081 





























MONKEY, ape 類人猿 る いじ ん ぇ 4 anthropoid, troglodyte. 
CE rM AEN UE 0015 
+. ORDE けん ぇ ん の な か enmity, mue 
DCUM 0293, 0643 
"a rr 猿 真似 さる まね blind imitation. ......0838, 1354 
て さる 猿 芝居 さる し ば い monkey show; shallow- 
mindedtick 1759, 0255 
UAE (AX$ howlermonkey............... 1851 














| 38 is familiar to us from 園 0856 and 3& 0857, where the garment had one fewer pleat (note 
that the reading エン is shared with those two kanji). In this entry, we can ignore soi! (=) and 
simply let the garbed four-legged creature (3 ) suggest a very smart four-legged creature— 
indeed, a four-handed one: MONKEY. 





1S0RROW ! 悲哀 ひ ぁ い sorrow, sadness 
2PITY ORZ ぁ い し ゅ う sadness, sorrow, Pere ene. 





2 可哀相 な か ゎ い そう な poor, pitiable, patie 
アイ 0814, 0692 


あわ ( れ ) あわ ( れ む ) 哀れ な bht pitiable; miserable 
| XU あわ れ む pity, sympathize 














This entry should not be confused with 3 in the previous entry, or with the enclosed portion 
of 園 0856 and 还 0857: here, the top portion is not -£ land but the upper part of 衣 
garment. Picture a person in mourning dress (4€) with an open- mouthed (LT) expression 
of SORROW. os 3€ 1861, & 1862 
































DECLINE, degenerate 








10 スイ 
お と ろ ( え る ) 








衰退 すい た い ぃ decline, decay, degeneration 1091 
9 老 训 ろう すい senility 0629 
減衰 する げん すい する beattenuated ......1148 
栄枯 盛衰 えい こせ いす い prosperity and 
decline, rise and fall ............. 1245, 1049, 1300 


り 衰 える おとろ える weaken, lose vigor, become 
emaciated 













| Only 55 distinguishes this entry from the previous one. Think of it as a “wrinkle” added to x, 
signifying the process of DECLINING with age. 1} 長 1860, 3 1862 


INNER HEART 








チュ ウ 














BLD 605A innerheart inmost feelings 0056 
苦 吾 < ちゅ 3 mental suffering, dilemma... .0405 
O 折 東 せっ ちゅ 3 compromise, eclecticism .. 1698 


和 洋 折衷 ゎ ょ う せ っ ちゅ う mixing of Japanese 
and Western elements........... 0236, 0491, 1698 


























| Itis easy to perceive the meaning INNER HEART if you focus visually on how S5, S6, and S9 
come together at the INNER HEART of this character. Now practice writing the last three 
entries in alternation, recognizing the meaning of each in its distinctive feature. 


my Ti 1860, X£ 1861, TE 1863 


' MOURNING 
210SS 





ソウ 
も 





] HBAS そ ぅ し っ loss, forfeit 0563 


















OER も ふく < mouming dress a.. 
‘FEF も し ょ うぅ mourning badge/band ....... 1459 
Osirh も ちゅ う in moUmIng 0035 





2239803 5 そう し ん する IOse consciousness...0316 
















stares through the veil, dolefully. «= ¥2 1862 


‘MOURNING 
2 ABHOR 


Visualize as the face of a MOURNING woman, covered by a cloth (家) veil. A pair of sad eyes 





キ 


ハ bl ` い ( む ) い ( み ) い ( ま わし い ) 




















OR きち 5 ゅ う inmouming.................... 

1 忌服 き ぶ < mouming -aa 1471 
EU we abhor, loathe 

2 BCA いむ べき detestable, abominable 


2 忌まわしい 事件 いま ゎ も し いじ けん 4 abominable 
incident ーー 0080, 0118 























Earlier we learned to see 已 as kneeling self. With 心 to suggest heartfelt emotion, picture 
Li as one's kneeling in prayer and MOURNING a deep loss. Associate M2 ABHOR with this 
person's profound displeasure over the untimely loss. 



















"TABLE 
? PROMINENT 








1 卓球 た っ きゅう table tennis, ping-pong ..... 








タク 








in stature. 





! 食卓 UO diningtable .5c 0288 
ざ 卓 上 た < じ ょ 3 tabletop, onthetable........ 0041 
1 电 卓 で ん た < electronic calculator.......... 0155 


CBE た < えつ excellence, superiority ....... 1112 








Visualize two people playing TABLE tennis: $1-2 show a player at the far end of the table; H 
shows a table with a net stretched across the center; and $7-8 show a second player at the 
near end of the table. Associate M2 PROMINENT with MI TABLE via the idea of being elevated 





悼 辞 と うじ message of condolence 
RSS あい と うす る condole, mourn, grieve 
1860 





トウ 
いた ( む ) 





O 追 悼 っ いと 3 mourning 


O 死 を 悼む し を いた む mourn overthe death of 
0716 








i | When 卓 appears with 个, think of people grieving over a deceased person who has been laid 


guishing their meanings. 





CHASTE 


upon a table for a memorial service: MOURN. Now practice writing 卓 and 悼 and distin- 


A Tota chaste woman, faithful wife...0093 
HEE て いそ 3 chastity, virginity 
ORB て いせ っ chastity, virtue; constancy, 
0391 








principle 
貞 潔 な て いけ っ な chaste and pure 
不買 な ふ て い な unchaste 








Visualize 1-2 as a CHASTITY clasp fastened to a virgin shell (F1) in order to keep it tightly 


closed. «= 負 0829 





偵察 て いさ っ scouting, reconnaissance. ...0639 
内 偵 す る な いて いす る make secret inquiries, 
0215 








密偵 みっ て い spy, emissary 
O 探 偵 た ん て い ぃ detective work; detective, sleuth 








t Think of イ as a SPY dispatched to follow the virgin shell that wears the chastity clasp (Ei), 
just in case anyone should try to remove it. Remembering this idea, practice writing Ei and 


偵 in tum. 

































SUPREMACY, domination 








OSE (atzA supremacy, hegemony......... 1130 
$338 (x5 military government/rule..... 0158 
HEAT 5 せい は する conquer; win the 








championship. .ee. 0708 
3ES$ れん ば consecutive championships. ..0582 








' COVER, conceal 
2 OVERTURN 


=E is a box for containing a cattle's leather (5) and meat (H). Think of it as symbolizing 
man’s domination/SUPREMACY over animals. As a shortcut, the same meaning can be 
recognized in H&'s commanding position above 革 and 月 . 





フク 





お お ( う ) くつ が ぇ ( す ) くつ が ぇ (る ) 











1 覆面 ふ < ゅ 4 mask veil... 
① 顔 を 覆う か お を お お う coverone'face..... 0180 
< 覆 没 する ふく < ぼっ する capsize andsink …0519 


Oe BTS て ん ぷく する overturn, upset; 
overthroW et 0224 


② 船 を 覆す ふ ね を くつ が えす capsizeaship...0669 




















that is not pronounced フク . 


"FULFILL 
2PUT ON FOOTWEAR 


Box (38) + return/repeat (1%, see 0865). To associate this with M2 OVERTURN, let return 
suggest “turning over” the box. Now imagine turning over the box to CONCEAL something 
beneath it. Make an effort to remember that the next entry is the only one containing 复 













! 履行 する りこ うす る fulfill, perform, carry out 
PETERE OPES: 0055 


OHE une personal history, career......... 0853 





リ 
は ( く ) 





! 履歴 書 り れ き し ょ curriculum vitae ....0853, 0853 
履く は < put on footwear, wear (shoes) 
2 草履 そう り Japanese sandals, zori .......... 

















via the idea of “filling someone's shoes.’ 


BELONG TO; he subordinate to 


Door(F?) + return/repeat (1&). Let this remind you of a repetitive action that takes place in a 
doorway: PUT ON FOOTWEAR. You might think of "repeating" the action once for each foot, 
or repeating it every time you go out the door. Associate PUT ON FOOTWEAR with FULFILL 

















属す る そ < する belongto, be one of 
ーー トー 









付属 する ふ ぞ く < する beattached/annexed to, 
belong tO Soins de 0064 


所 属す る し ょ そく < する belong to, be attached to 
024 


従属 じゅ うそ < subordination, dependency 0869 
9 金属 きん そく meta 0029 




















BIZ 馬 resembles 風 WIND, but for the sake of learning the kanji in which it appears, you are 
better off simply visualizing it as a doorman (S4 is his cap)—that is, a subordinate who 

works at the door (J*). Think of $ as BELONGING TO the house or firm represented by the 

door, in the sense of hiring out his services exclusively to it. 












CHARGE WITH O 嘱 託す る し ょ < た くす る entrustwith 1539 


委嘱 する いし ょ くす る charge, commission/ 
entrust with 0396 

















—L 


も し Now see the mouth (L1) of a superior at the left issuing directives to the subordinate (door- 
man) at the right: CHARGE WITH. 








1 BY CHANCE 


ざ 偶 然 に ぐう ぜん に by chance, accidentally. ..0760 
? COUPLE 


1 偶発 的 な ぐう は つて き な accidental, contingent 
0148, 0169 





pm る 配偶 者 は い ぐ ぅ し ゃ spouse, mate 
?偶数 ぐぅ すぅ even number 











See Bi as a monkey (not to be confused with 台 above). Its head and body frame are obvi- 
ous enough, but seeing its tail in S10-11 takes a little more imagination. Now imagine the 


man ( ) and monkey (#3) as a kind of odd COUPLE, brought together by CHANCE despite 
their glaring differences. 





一 隅 いち ぐう 3 corner, nook 
〇 隅 々 すみ ずみ every nook and cranny 
片隅 か た すみ corner, nook 


隅 か ら 隅 まで すみ か ら 5 すみ まで everynookand 
Cranny 

















i 


WS | Picture the monkey (B3) swinging and knuckling its way around every NOOK and cranny of 
the hills (B). 


CREVICE, space, spare time 間隙 か ん げき crevice, gap, opening 


〇 隙間 すき ま crevice, gap, opening 


隙 を 見 付け る すき を みっ ける seize the chance 
0083, 0064 




















Visualize the narrow waist point in the middle of B as a small opening (i.e., a small CREVICE 
or space) in the hills. 小 at the top and bottom emphasize the smallness of the opening, 
while H refers to the sunlight passing through it. r BR 0996 



















! TREAT, receive 


; 2 ENCOUNTER 
11 5 
12 あ ( う )* 


















ぐ 待 過す る た い ぐ う する treat, receive, entertain 
6 


"SRT 5 ゆう ぐう する treat favorably, receive 
warmly 0780 


@385 ぁ う encounter, come across 


“奇遇 きぐ ぅ chanceencounter 1329 
“境遇 きょう ぐう one’s lot, circumstances, situation 
Ne se a 5 










refers generally to the TREATMENT one shows to oth 





FOOLISH 





j Nw N | 53) 








Here we observe the monkey (P3) driving out on his truck (i .) to receive a guest (the kanji 


into his guest somewhere along the road, it should be easy to remember M2 ENCOUNTER. Be 
careful to distinguish this kanji from 迎 1139 WELCOME. 


ers). If you think of the monkey running 








ORB noe stupid, silly, foolish........ 
愚 鈍 な < と ん な stupid,silly .i 1102 
愚問 ぐも 4 Silyquestion 0452 

ORD ぉ ろか foolish, stupid 

愚か し い ぉ ろか し い foolish, silly 
















SERGEANT 











到 Monkey (Ys mind LÈ): FOOLISH. Now note that all the kanji containing & are read グ ウ 
except the present entry, which is read グ As always, take care to remember the exception: 
this one is FOOLISH for missing the pattern set by the others. Take a moment to practice 
writing and distinguishing this set of four kanji based on $Ñ. 











OSEE CALS sergeant ec. 
海草 か いそ うぅ petty officer(navy) 0106 


BEE り の < そ ぅ noncommissioned officer (army) 
PR PERPETUI 1432 













tion with 曲 0503. The next two entries incorporate 





MEET WITH, encounter 





77 
14 あ ( う ) あ ( わ せる ) 








| Think of this as the insignia on the uniform of a SERGEANT. Do not confuse the upper por- 





38 and follow its on-yomi. 


OsSEd 2 そう な 4 する meetwith disaster... 0712 
遭難 信号 そう な ん し ん ご う distress signal, SOS 
e PR aiii. Ie AR A e E 0712, 0063, 0300 
AAT SZ そう ぐう する encounter, come across 
877 





O^ $5 meetwith, encounter 
BORCHS vuevecé5 havea bad time 
NOD DEC EROS 1828, 0021 










see, encounter; 1379) and 363) (あう , encounter, co 
refers to encountering some kind of misfortune. «= 








| Imagine that the sergeant ($F), as he drives along in his truck (3_), comes upon someone or 
something unexpectedly: MEET WITH/encounter. In comparison with 逢う (あう , meet with, 


me across; 1877), 遭う (あう) more often 
3& 0785 











TUB, tank 





ソウ 








0 浴槽 ょ < そ ぅ bathtub 1036 
水槽 すい そう ぅ 3 watertank oo... 0027 
貯水 槽 ちょ すい そう watertank ........0442, 0027 
油槽 ゅ そう oiltank .5 0433 
浄化 槽 じょう っ か そう 3 tank for purifying water 

RR NR 0979.0120 











HINDER, obstruct 


Sergeant ($) bathing in a wooden ($) TUB in the officers’ club. 





ご 妨害 する ぼう が いす る disturb, hinder, obstruct, 
impede 0413 

妨害 放送 ぼう が い ほ うそ う 3 radio jamming 
0413, 0574, 0455 





| ボウ 
さま た ( げ る ) 





〇 妨げ る さま た げ る hinder, disturb, obstruct 


睡眠 を 妨げ る すい みん を さま た げ る disturb one's 
1008, 1009 








Review 防 0174. Here, 方 deliberately HINDERS/obstructs other men from approaching the 


woman ($). 





1 SONNY BOY 
2 COLLOQUIAL PERSON SUFFIX 





! 坊ちゃん ぼっ ちゃ ん sonny, boy; greenhorn, baby 
赤ん坊 あぁ か ん ぼう baby 
2 食い し ん 坊 < いし ん ぼう glutton 





ボウ ボッ - 





2? 風来坊 ふう らい ぼう 3 wanderer, vagabond, hobo 
0425, 0274 


坊主 ぽ ぅ ず Buddhist priest/monk, bonze; 
shaven head; sonny, boy 0365 








testing yourself on their meanings. 





BESIDE 


Recall the image of 方 as a person running. With £, imagine 7H as a little boy, intimately 
familiar to you, running freely about your grounds: SONNY BOY. The reading ボウ sounds 
like BOY. Practice writing this kanji along with Bi 0174, 訪 0454, 紡 0835, and 妨 1882, 


ORBE iz3mALe bystander, onlooker.…1128 


億 系 の ほう ぅ けい の collateral, subsidiary, 
affiliated 


H 勉強 の 傍ら CD を 開く ベ ん きょう の か た わら 





ボウ 
か た わ ( ら ) そば * 





シー ディ ー を きく listen to a CD while studying 





1274, 0423, 0453 





PEI そば に bythe side of 


ー ト 





36 3 Our three most important graphemes for person, arranged one BESIDE the other. Note that 


nent of a kanji). 








2 unlisted by itself, is the kanji for tsukuri (the right-hand, usually sound-bearing compo- 






















AT, in, on 東京 に 於 いて と うき ょ うに ぉ いて in Tokyo...0107 
2 〇 その 点 に 於 いて その て ん に お いて onthat 
4 point, in that regard 00... 0349 


^w - go pue RE に ほん に お ける カナ ダ じ ん 
anadians in Japan .............. 0001, 0031, 0015 
お い ( て ) お (ける ) i 























Here 方 implies direction or locality. The element at the right shows the exact position 
where two items (S7-8) are located. Think of these two items as being located AT that posi- 
tion (i.e., in that place or on that spot.) Note that though 於 appears in the word 於 いて 
(お いて ) there is no such word as 於 く ( お く ). 











1CHAMBER OWRE AIE3 heating 127 
2TUFT, tassel OE れい ぼう 3 cooling, air conditioning ....0675 
1 女房 に ょ う ぼ ぽう wife; courtlady .............. 0093 
ボウ ! 文房具 ぶん ぼう ぐ stationery, writing materials 
Ce 0101, 0837 
O. ROSE ひと ふさ の か み atuftofhair..0002, 1792 














ME Person running (77) through a doorway ()3) into a CHAMBER. To remember M2 TUFT/tassel, 
Fi 63 | you might imagine that there are tassels hanging from the top of the doorway, which brush 
the person’s head as he runs through it. 


1702 





O 〇 扇子 tat folding fan 
扇風機 せん ぶ ぅ き electric fan 0425, 0473 
換気 扇 か ん きせ 4 ventilation fan.....1269,0126 
セン 扇状 地 せん じょう ち alluvial delta. .....0616,0187 
お う ぎ 舞 扇 まい ぉ うぅ ぎ dancersfan 

















| Like doors (F3) and birds’ wings (), a FAN is a broad, flat object that turns or flaps. 
my BE 1888 





HINGED DOOR 〇 門扉 も 4 び leaves/doors ofa gate 

開 扉 する か いひ する open the door 

鉄 扉 て っ ぴ iron door 

ヒ 〇 扉 を 開く と びら を ひら < openadoor 

と びら 自動 扉 じ と ぅ と び 5 automatic door...0081, 0540 














F depicts a doorframe, and JE a pair of doors hinged at both sides of the doorway and 
joining in the middle, like the two-directional doors of a café or old-fashioned saloon: 
HINGED DOORS. «s 局 1887 














EMPLOY 雇用 する こ ょ うす る employ, hire... 0047 





BER か いこ discharge, dismissal.. 0345 

〇 雇う ゃ と ぅ employ, hire/rent 
コ 雇い 人 ゃ と ぃ に ん employee .i...... 0015 
や と ( う ) EOE ゃ と いぬ し employer................. 0365 











Ja. ma 


E] Picture a miniature hotel that EMPLOYS a small bird (6) as a door (F3)man. vs RR 1890 

















LOOK BACK (ON); take into consideration ORAT 2. か いこ する look back on, retrospect 


後 願 こうこ looking back, worry 
OAS か えり みる look back 

か えり (みる ) BRE こも ん adviser, consultant 
顧客 こき ゃ < customer, patron, client 














One's head ( F1), i.e., memory, LOOKING BACK ON one's days as a doorman (JÆ, see previ- 
ous entry). vs" kë 1889 








SCRAPS, scum 削り 層 けず りく < くず shavings 
切り 層 きり < ず scraps, chips 
NY FB パン < ず breadcrumbs 
JERE くず か ご wastebasket 

ORAN くず いれ wastebasket 














Recall from FÈ 0488 and Jii 1834 that 户 can sometimes mean buttocks. The present entry 
thus depicts fragments (Fi) stuck to buttocks: SCRAPS/scum. 肖 is interchangeable with the 
image that appears under = here. rs Hj 1293 





DROPPINGS, shit CO 糞便 BANA excrement 
詰まり ふん づま り constipation 
BRR ば ふん に まぐ る ) horse manure 





フン 
くそ 











Rice( 米 ) goes in the top, and something different (#&) comes out the bottom: DROPPINGS/ 
shit. A related and even more intuitive character, not introduced in this course, is BK (on 
reading: シ : kun reading: くそ ). It combines with the next entry in the word PRER (LIC £5, 
human waste). ws 32 0883 








尿素 に ょ うそ urea 

尿酸 に ょ うさ ん uricacid 

排尿 は い に ょ 3 urination 

に 糖尿 病 と うに ょ う び ょ 3 diabetes .......1616, 0617 
尿 検査 に ょ っ けん さ urinalysis 1029.1514 

















SECRETE 泌尿 器 ひ に ょ うき urinary organs.......1893, 0295 
分泌 ぶん びっ に ぶん ぴ ) secretion 0088 














| Liquid (3) + without fail ( 必 ). Together these components suggest the inevitability of certain 
bodily functions producing fluid discharge: SECRETE. my $% 1384 





BUTTOCKS OB お し り buttocks; backside 
尻尾 し っ ぽ tail 
鍋 尻 な べ C り bottom ofa pan 


尻 押 し し りお し pushing from behind; 
supporting; instigating 


尻 上 が り し りあ が り rising intonation; head over 
heels; rising market 














If a man counts the orifices in his body starting from his eyes and working downward and 
front to back, the ninth and final orifice he will count is his anus. Thus buttocks (F) and nine 
(7L) signify BUTTOCKS. 





FURNACE OW fA fireplace, stove 
乾燥 炉 か ぇ そう 2 drying kiln 
原子 炉 げん し ろ nuclear reactor 
香炉 こぅ る incense burner 























^ wy” 





OSE3É よう ぎょ 3 ceramics, ceramicindustry...0498 
OZE か ま も と pottery; source ake OF ponen 





ヨウ 








EEN か まじ る し pottersmark ............ 0231 


RE were “cave kiln” [sloping tunnel-like 
kiln] 03 











~ アス 


A N IRON POT, cauldron 











7 | See Æ here notas a sheep but as a baking rack inside a KILN, with two ceramic pieces 
stacked on top. 2 hole/cave suggests an open chamber, heated by ハ fire, ss #2 1900 





$838 な べ か ま pots and pans 


ORBE か まし き potrest 1507 
茶釜 ちゃ が ま teakettle 0. 0603 


52 お か ま pot; buttocks; [slang] male 
homosexual 


釜山 プサン Pusan [city in Koreal............ 0037 




















OLD MAN, grandpa 





ヤ 
EE tén EG 








98 | Visualize as an IRON POT that hangs from a pair of wires (& suggests metal). «= 人 1899 


老爺 ろう や one’s old maníboss]............ 0629 
ŽAR < そ じ じい geezer, old goat.............. 1892 


OB$8(-BTHAC)X A, ぉ じい さん grandfather, 


grandpa, old-timer .................... 0641, 0100 
エロ 爺 エロ CE い eroticold man, pervert 
親爺 ぉ ゃ じ dad, one’s old man; old man.. 0276 











IN 


} | See the lower portion as a variation on HB, suggesting husband (from 旦那 [だ ん な ]), 


Above the husband is 父 , suggesting a still higher fatherfigure: OLD MAN/grandpa. 


vs 2E 1898 


= SINK, cavity 


窪地 «(5 depressed ground, hollow .....0187 
ÆA < くぼみ hollow, cavity, depression 





ワ 





く ぼ ( む ) く ぼ ( ま る ) UF 





EE ace dimple 0579 
FAMAD EA TUOS や ね が くぼん で いる the roof 
has sunk/caved in .ee 0252, 0284 
OHD aoz Sinkintheroad 0158 




















Water ( 1) dripping into a cave (7€), eroding layers of earth (Œ): SINK/cavity. 


oe YE 1902, 22 1897, fei 1843 











FINE, beautiful 9 佳作 ma< fine work 

佳品 か ひん choice/excellent article 
佳人 办 CA beautiful woman 
佳 景 か けい fine/beautiful view 
絶 佳 の ぜ っ か の superb (landscape) 











i. 


H | Man (4 ) carefully piling earth (£) into a perfectly uniform mound: FINE/beautiful. 











FAR END, outer limits 









C 生 涯 し ょ うがい life, lifetime, career; for life 0036 
一 生涯 いっ し ょ うがい one's whole life 
DI E A ORIER A 0002, 0036 


: 天涯 て ん が ぃ far-off land (as remote as the 
ガイ horizon) 027 

















2. Picture this as the far side of the ocean, the place where the seawater ( Y ) finally breaks 
against cliffs ( 厂 ) of piled earth ( 土 ): FAR END/outer limits. «= I 1652, ££ 1900 





FREE TIME 賜 暇 し か leave of absence, furlough 

余暇 ょ か leisure, spare time 
休暇 き ゅ ぁ ぅ か holiday, vacation 

暇潰し の まっ ぶし timekiller; waste of time ..1178 
ひま 〇 暇 が な い ひま が な い have no (free) time 














: First, let H suggest day. Then, in $5-9, find the letter "o" followed by a "double-f/ suggesting 
the English word “off” Day off = FREE TIME. Note the differences between Ex and EZ 0521. 

















1 MIST, haze 朝霞 ぁ さ が すみ morning mist/haze......... 0145 
> HERS えん か mist/haze and smoke; beauties of 
~~ med RC 076 
Mb. Ú 年 で 起 ん だ 目 と し で か すん だ め eyes dimmed 

シス カ WIEN AB Cie scc ege 0117, 0021 

: P か すみ か す ( む ) 春霞 は る が すみ springhaze …………… 0362 

震 ヶ 関 か すみ が せき Kasumigaseki [district in Tokyo, 
location of numerous government ministries] 0451 





In the next five entries, ** refers generally to atmospheric moisture. Because this entry 
means MIST, we should simply let Ex visually represent densely concentrated water droplets. 
Note how the numerous short horizontal strokes on both sides of Ex seem to replicate the 
water droplets in 宝 (55-8). 





2450 


E 























ATMOSPHERE 








〇 雰囲気 ふん いき atmosphere, mood 0435, 0126 











ATMOSPHERE. 号 3€ 1906 











| Minutely divided (分) raindrops (>), referring to the "vapor" (Greek: atmos) that fills the air: 


fii eta foghorn 


OBER 0565650825. dense fog 
advisory 0512, 0368, 0151, 1472 


煙 ZAG smog 
霧吹き きり ふき sprayer, atomizer 
9 器 十 きり さめ (= きり あめ ) drizzle 








| Review 務 0687. The present entry refers to a thick concentration of atmospheric moisture 


(**)—5o thick one must strike (AC) with plows (JJ) and halberds ( 予 ) to make one's way 


through it: FOG. sa" $$ 1907, $$ 1905 





'DEW 
?EXPOSE 








ロ ロウ 
つゆ 








OR OH つゆ の し ずく < dewdrop............... 1119 
?2 露出 2 し ゅ っ exposure, disclosure; (photo- 
graphic) exposure .oe, 003 
2 暴露 ば < ろ exposure, disclosure............ 1346 
@ 露 天 STA open-air, outdoor .............. 0270 


OAR に ちろ Japan and Russia, Japanese-Russian 
0001 











: Atmospheric moisture (^*) condensing on the road (路 ): DEW. Associate this with M2 


EXPOSE via the idea of being EXPOSED to the elements. Note that this character is also used 


phonetically for 1, as in V5. «= # 1906 








OWE zro frost damage 
降 霜 こぅ そ ぅ (fall of) frost 
霜 柱 し も ば し 5 frost columns 

OFS BEIT し も ゃ け frostbite, chilblains 0769 
霜降 ) し も ふり pepperand-salt marbled TEE 




















本 箱 ほん ば こ bookcase 
巣箱 す ば こ birdhouse 
救急 箱 きゅう きゅう ば こ first-aid kit.… 1098,0971 








郵便 箱 ゆう びん ば こ mailbox 1010,0890 
O 箱 入り の は こい り の cased, boxed 0039 











Here 人 suggests a kind of instrument. Ignore 相 0682 MUTUAL and instead let 本 suggest 
wooden, and H a chest of drawers: BOX. rs $% 1910, 图 1713 


REGISTER 


戸籍 こせ き family register 
〇 国籍 こく せき nationality, citizenship 0075 
本 籍 ほん せき one's legal domicile, ones perma- 
00 








nent residence 


在籍 する ざい せき する be onthe register, bea 
member of 0406 


書籍 し ょ せき books, publications 











| Here や suggests Keeping records. With R tiller (introduced back at 耕 1643) and È old, 


it refers to old records dating back to when your family was engaged in agriculture: family 


REGISTER. rs 箱 1909, $$ 0985 


PENETRATE, pierce through; carry out 


〇 貫通 する か ん っ うぅ する penetrate, pierce .…0159 
貫流 する か ん りゅう する flowthrough 1059 
貫入 か 4 ん にゅ 3 penetration 





カン 
つら ぬ ( く ) 





an | 


一 貫 し て いっ か ん し て consistently 
OR っ 5% ゅ < penetrate, pierce 











， The top portion ofthis kanji resembles 田 , except that the crossing stroke PENETRATES/ 


pierces through the sides (it is actually based on the simplified version of EE used in 每 
0105, etc.; note how this is written differently from FH 0020). Focus visually on $4, and imag- 
ine a thread piercing through shells (F|) to make a shell necklace. 


HABITUAL PRACTICE 





カン 
な (れる ) な ( ら す ) 





-一 一 下 


慣行 か ん こぅ habitual/usual practice ......0055 
慣例 か ん れい custom, usage, precedent. ..0721 
習慣 し ゅ うか 4 custom, habit 


Ong な れる getused to, become experienced 
in 


使い 慣らす つか いな ら す accustom oneself to 
using (something), train 088 











| Suggests ways of thinking and behaving that have deeply penetrated (&) your heart/mind 
(1): HABITUAL PRACTICES. 



















‘SUMMIT 
2 RECEIVE HUMBLY, eat 





チョ ウ 
いた だ ( く ) いた だ き 














1 顶点 ちょ うてん apex peak .i 

の 頂上 ちょ うじ ょ う summit, peak, top; climax 0041 
! 絶頂 ぜ っ ちょ う summit, peak; apex, climax 1271 
② 頂 く いた だ < receive humbly, be given; eat, drink 















Review 页 0156, then ÈJ 1024 and 打 1025. Here, “nail( T ) + head ( Fi" suggests the head 
or topmost part of a nail—think of this as its SUMMIT. You can also write this kanji to com- 
municate that you RECEIVE HUMBLY, for with it you convey that you receive something as if 
it were placed upon your head. 1e 项 1915 





0125 
d 11 
RECEIVE HUMBLY 
タイ 
いた だ ( く )* 














② 頂 戴 す る ちょ うだ いす る [humblelreceive, 
accept, take; eat, drink .ee 1913 











$| Like the last entry, this means RECEIVE HUMBLY and suggests having something placed upon 


X 62 one's head. Here see 異 humbly having something placed upon his head by "X, which we 





CLAUSE 





コウ 











saw earlier at 2X, 1317- 栽 1319. We might imagine that he is being crowned with the “Order 
of the Spear” (X;). An on-yomi compound for タイ appears at 冠 1969. vs $È 1318 


〇 項目 こぅ も < clause, item, provision......... 0021 
事項 じ こ ぅ matters, facts; articles, items ...0080 
要 项 £525 important points; gist ......... 0547 


条項 b ょ ぅ こぅ articles (and clauses), terms 0119 


第 九条 第 二 项 だ いき ゅ うじ ょ うだ い に こう Secion9, 
Subsection 2................ 1191, 0011, 0119, 0003 














' TIME 
? ABOUT 








ころ ご ろ - ご ろ 








See I as a scroll that has been unfurled vertically: S1 and S3 are the rods at each end, and 
$2 is the unfurled scroll. See 页 head holding the scroll, examining the individual CLAUSES 
written on it. Recall that though 页 appears at the right, it is a semantic element, so use the 
hen form as your phonetic clue (here, T, コウ ). ea JA 1913, 頃 1916 









! この頃 この ご ろ now, these days; lately 
ざ 若 い 頃 は ゎ か いこ ろ は when(Iwas)young 0404 
1 日頃 ひご る habitually, every day 0001 


1 も う 彼 が 帰る 頃 だ も うか れ が か える ころ だ Its 
about time for him to come home ...0597, 1018 


2 昼 頃 ひる ご ろ aboutnoon i.... 














This character usually refers to a TIME or period in the past. Picture ヒ as a small child, and 
see the head ( EL) looking back at the TIME when it was small. M2 ABOUT relates with MI 
TIME in that it refers to an approximate time. vs 傾 1917, 项 1915 











N 


INCLINE, lean 


傾斜 する けい し ゃ する incline, slant, tilt ....0999 
〇 傾向 ゆい こぅ tendency, trend; disposition 0183 
傾聴 する けい ちょ うす る listen closely.......1669 





ケイ 
DREK) か た む ( け る ) か し ( げ る )* 





TOR? か た むく [vi] incline, lean; tend to; decline 
傾げ る か し げ る [vt] incline, lean, tilt 














| Here focus on little K, trapped between イ and Ef. It must choose which one toward which 
to INCLINE (it chooses 页 ). vs 頃 1916 





STUBBORN 


〇 頑固 な が ん こ な stubborn, obstinate, bigoted 


頑強 な が ん きょう な stubborn, unyielding... 0423 





ガン 








頑丈 な が ん じょう な solid, firm; strong ......0657 
頑健 が ん けん robusthealth ................. 1610 














页 181 








| 元 0136 suggests a firm basis or origin. Together with A, it indicates a head that is STUB- 
BORNLY rooted in its original idea. sœ 願 0214 


DISTRIBUTE WIDELY 











O 頒 布 は ん ぶ distribution, circulation ....... 0204 
頒 価 は ん か distribution price 0548 











WIDELY. 





1 ™ 


| Divide (分 ) ) by heads (A); in other words, distribute evenly to all individuals: DISTRIBUTE 














SUDDENLY, immediately 顿 民 と み に suddenly, quickly 
"RAD と 4 ち quickWit 0560 
C 頓 死 と ん し sudden death .5 0716 
TO 頓挫 tax setback, impasse................ 1699 
と み ( に )* 整頓 する せい と ん する arrange TERQUE. 











交 1935 


i Review 4i, 1100. In the present entry, the stationed troops (i) SUDDENLY come face-to-face 
(i.e., head-to-head, 页) with enemy forces. mw 






















〇 顕著 な けん ちょ な notable, conspicuous; clear, 
OBVIOUS. esse Savy ei e Recette 0707 
顕示 する けん じす る show, reveal........... 0311 
顕在 化す る けん ざい か する be actualized, come 
ケン tothe surface .ee. 0406, 0120 
露 显 20A. discovery, detection, exposure 1907 


顕彰 する けん し ょ うす る glverecognition, exalt, 
hOnOr SO 1460 


MANIFEST 

















921 | Here we observe the sun (H) shining its rays directly down (lh) upon something, right 







before one's head ( 3): MANIFEST. Note the similarity with 湿 0200. 





DOMINION 





9 领土 りょう と territory, domain............... 


領域 りょう いき territory, domain, sphere, 
province, field 0.. 1154 


: HATS せん りょう する capture, occupy, take 
リョ ウ possession of .7 0348 


領収 書 りょう し ゅ うし ょ receipt, voucher 1155, 0079 
大 統領 だ いと うり ょ う president........ 0033, 1058 






























22 | Here think of 页 as a head of state, issuing commands (4) over the lands under his or her 
jurisdiction: DOMINION. The strong verticality of $5 (in typical typefaces) emphasizes the 
head's authoritative top-down control. 








REPEATEDLY, frequently 頻繁 に ひん ば 4 に frequently, very often... 1575 
頻発 する ひん ば っ する occurfrequently ...0148 
頻出 ひん し ゅ っ frequent appearance ....... 0038 

ヒン し き ( り )* 頻度 ひん と frequeny .i 0280 


ご 頻 り に し きり に repeatedly, frequently 






















L 












3 | tah. + head (Fi): Imagine a person or animal of your choosing walking REPEATEDLY on 
top of your head. Hear the trot-trot-trot of the frequently REPEATED steps atop your head: 
ひん びん, ひん ぴん , OAC A... (as in the compound $44 & [OA OU AE, frequently; 
in rapid succession). 













MAKE PROGRESS 


8 10 E 
P Faz 


は か ど ( る )* 


進捗 する し ん ちょ くす る make progress .…0191 
〇 捗 る は か と る make progress 





































| Refers to MAKING PROGRESS in one's work: let ¥ suggest working with one's hands, and 步 

(walk) suggest forward progress. Note that the walk portion of this kanji uses the old form of 
歩 ( 歩 , which has one fewer stroke). This kanji was not officially standardized with 歩 when 
it was added to the Joyo list. 











10RDER, sequence 1 顺序 UeAUa order, sequence; system, 
20BEY procedure 

! 順位 b ゅ ん い order, rank, precedence 

! 順に じゅ 4 ん に in order, by turns 

の 順番 じゅ ん ば 4 order, turn 


? 順守 する じゅ ん し ゅ する observe, obey, follow, 
conform to 064 

















| S4, the head stroke at the top of Ei, also sits near the top of JI] river here, and should be 


seen as the river's head or source. Let the river's direct downward flow suggest the definite 
ORDER a river must follow (i.e., OBEY), from its head (S4) straight down to its mouth. 


BECOME TAME, get used to OHE じゅ 4 か acclimation 


ORIRE な じ む become familiar, grow accus- 
tomed: come to fit [as clothing] 1 


A OHNA な れる become familiar, grow accustomed 
ジー ` d x 
な (れる ) な ( ら す ) BlO 151 tame, domesticate 


馴れ 馴れ し い な れ な れ し い overfamiliar, 
unceremonial 

















A horse ( 馬 ) rides as smoothly as a flowing river Ill) once it gets used to being ridden: 
BECOME TAME. 


INSTRUCT, admonish DK <A admonitory speech 
訓 戒 < ん か い admonition, warning 
訓示 «AU instruction 
9 教训 きょう < ん lesson, precept, teachings ..0632 


訓読 み くん よみ Japanese-derived pronuncia- 
tion of kanji, kun reading 035 

















MUST, absolutely necessary 须要 太 し ゅ よう な absolutely necessary .….0547 
O 必 須 の ひっ す の indispensable, essential...0549 

















^| See Z as the lines of vision coming down from the head (i) toward an object below it: an 
object that it MUST have. The direct, intent lines of vision indicate that the head looks upon a 
certain object as an absolute necessity. «= 顔 0180 




















1AMOUNT の 金額 きん が < amountofmoney,sum.… 0029 

2PICTURE FRAME ' 総額 そう が < totalamount sum total.......0557 

*FOREHEAD 巨大 な 額 さき ょ だ いな が < colossal amount 

227. で ee 0483, 0033 

ひたい ORE が < ぶち (picture)frame 0610 
る 広い 額 ひろ る ぃ ひたい broad forehead, high D 

























| Guest( 客 ) head (F3): let this suggest the AMOUNT (of money) charged per head to guests 


at an inn. This kanji’s original meaning was FOREHEAD, so you might think of the front-desk 
clerk counting guests’ FOREHEADS to calculate their bill. Associate M2 PICTURE FRAME with 


the rectangular shape of the FOREHEAD. 


' RELY ON 
? ASK 





OPTS し ん らい する rely on, have confidence 
US 0063 


OR rs relyon trust 





24 
た の ( む ) た の (も し い ) た よ ( る ) 





] 頼も し い た の も し い reliable, trustworthy 
る 頼む た の む ask, request 


* 依頼 する いら いす る request; commission; rely 
on, depend on tt 070 




















SHALLOWS, rapids 








l| Here picture the bundle (38) as a kind of pillow, which the head (页 ) lies on. Think of the 
head not just lying on the pillow, but RELYING ON it. rs 瀬 1931 


浅瀬 あさ shoal, shallows.................. 1587 
早瀬 は ゃ せ rapids, swiftcurrent............ 0143 
瀬 を 下る せ を < だ る descend the rapids ....0040 


JOMA tt strait, channel 0248 


瀬戸 内 海 せ と な いか い the Inland Sea 
NA 0248, 0215, 0106 








BE Associate “relying on ($F) water (Y )" with stretches of a nautical journey where one's safety is 
particularly reliant on the water's mercy: SHALLOWS/rapids. se 頼 1930 








峡谷 きょう こく gorge, ravine, canyon, valley 1034 
山峡 さん きょう (= や ま か い ) gorge, ravine, glen 
0037 











WIS きょう ゎ ん fjord 
9 海峡 か いき ょ う Straits, narrows, channel, sound 
0106 








4j Distinguish 3 from 来 0274 COME. See its two horizontal strokes ($4 and S7 here) as closing 
in on the two short strokes ( 7 ) and pinching them—any tighter and they'll be crushed. 
With LL, this suggests a narrow canyon pinched between two mountains: a GORGE. 

















NARROW, tight 














キョ ウ 









せま ( い ) せ ば ( め る ) せ ば (まる ) 














HOLD BETWEEN, pinch 


| The constrained space between the two pinching (J£) horizontal strokes (^^ ) is so NARROW 
that even a dog (3) gets pinched. Note that all four kanji based on 3€ are pronounced キョ ウ . 





キョ ウ 
は さむ 



















O 狭 量 な きょう りょう な namow-minded........ 0538 
偏狭 な へ ん きょう な narrow-minded, intolerant: 
parochial. oo... ee, 1081 
BERL せま くる し い narrow and close, 
Cramped 
O 狭 い 部 屋 せま い へ ゃ small room.....0068, 0252 


範囲 を 狭め る は ん い を せ ば め る narrow down 
the range .i 0727, 0435 


挟撃 きょう げき attack on both sides, pincer 
movement eee 1026 


ORO は さむ hold between, pinch 
箸 で 漬け 物 を 挟む は し で つけ も の を は さむ hold 


a pickle with chopsticks ......... 1443, 0834, 0172 
ビラ を 挟み 込む ビラ を は さ み こ む inserta 
handbi sss 0192 





was added to the joyo list. 








CHEEKS 





キョ ウ * 
ほお ほほ 








See the hand (F ) pinching (3%) the two short strokes ( 7 ), i.e., HOLDING them BETWEEN 
its fingers. Note the traditional form for this entry and the two before it. The old form? still 
appears in the next entry, which was not officially standardized with 峡 , 3X, and 挟 when it 


¥AHZ ほお ぉ ひげ sideburns, whiskers 
WA ほお ぼ ね (= きょう こつ ) cheekbone 
OMG (KA) ほほ ぇ み smile 
類 紅 ほ ぉ べ に rouge 
XEM. ほ ぉ づ ぇ resting one's head in one's hands 





7 The CHEEKS are the part of the head (F) that people pinch (J£). However, #41 is probably 





JAW, chin 





LL 
ガク 
あご 








easiest to recognize simply by seeing $2-3 and 54-5 as dimpled CHEEKS. vs Ji 1937, 68 1920 


SH が っ こつ (に あご ぼ ね ) jawbone 

FARE ぁ ご or beard 

二 重 顎 に じゅ う ぁ ご double chin.......0003,0539 
O E SH うわ ゎぁ ご (に じょう が く ) upperjaw; palate 0041 
〇 下顎 し た ぁ ご に か が く ) lower jaw 





E. A head (Ei) with a prominent JAW/chin, clearly visible in 55-: see 91-6 as two eyes, 57-8 as 
lips, and the top part of $9 as the JAW/chin (the bottom part of S9 shows the neck). There are 
numerous kanji based on 号 that are not listed in this book (i TELL IT LIKE IT IS, &5 ALLIGA- 
TOR, #5 JAW, ÎE SURPRISED); the last of these appears in a sample compound at 入 0807. 

















VEXING 


O 類 雑 な は ん ざっ な vexatious, troublesome, 
complicated 


類 労 は ん ろ ぅ trouble, bother, exertion.....0542 
JH2 ゎ ず 53 worry about, be vexed 





ハン ボン 


わ ず ら ( う ) わ ず ら ( わ す ) 





Ob Lv ゎ ず ら ゎ し い vexatious, troublesome, 
complicated 
DE DT ここ ろ を わ ず ら わ す worry oneself 
0056 








T Focus visually on S2, a flame leaping up from the fire ($) right toward the head stroke (at the 
top of F1), irritating it See the flame getting altogether too close, VEXING the ead. vs 類 1935 





SKEWER 


C 串 焼き < し ゃ き grilled on a skewer 
焼き 中 や きぐ し skewer 
金品 か な ぐし metal skewer 








串 に 刺し た 野菜 < し に さ し た や さい vegetables 
onaskewer 0935, 0534, 0988 











AFFECTED BY DISEASE 


9 患者 か 4 じゃ patient 
患部 か ん ぶ diseased part, affected area ...0068 
9 患 3 ゎ ず ら beafflicted with 





わ ず ら ( う ) 





| 喉 を 患う の と を ゎ ず ら 5 う havetroublein one's 
throat 1 


長 患 い な が わずらい lingering illness 0091 














y 104 





Skewered (Œ) heart (organ) È): AFFECTED BY DISEASE, sa" 悪 0546 


1 DISEASE 
?FAST 





yy 











⑨ 疾 患 し っ か ん sickness, disease 


DRE 1939 

1 疾病 し っ ぺい sickness, disease.............. 0617 
@ 疾 走 し っ そう sprint, dash .5 0140 
2 疾 駆 す る し っ < する ride fast, drive horse fast 
ea he EN Ce th 1388 

2 疾風 し っ ぷぅ gale, strongwind.............. 0425 








Suggests an illness (J^) shooting through the body as swiftly as an arrow (R): DISEASE; 


FAST. mw Pai 1941, 疫 1942 








‘STUPID 
? INFATUATED 





+ 








130A UA. fool, simpleton, idiot 

“WAR ちほ うぅ imbecility, dementia 

! 愚 痴 ぐ idle complaint, grumble; querulous- 
878 


D bma molester of women, masher...1730 


2 痴 情 5v» blind love, infatuation, amorous 
passion; jealousy 097 








EPIDEMIC 











| Illness (J) and knowledge (ll) together suggest cognitive impairment: STUPIDITY. Think of 


M2 INFATUATED as “STUPID for someone.” «= # 1940 


えき びょう (= や く び ょ う ) epidemic, plague 
0617 


P えき が < epidemiology 
めん えき immunity (from a disease) .…1272 
ぼう えき prevention of epidemics .....0174 
けん えき quarantine, medical acer 





| IMIness(J ) advancing as swiftly and destructively as a /ance (42): EPIDEMIC. vs 疾 1940 





DIARRHEA 


— 











O 下 痢 d diarrhea 
赤痢 せき り dysentery 
疫 痢 きき さり children's dysentery 





| Recall from 0412 that 利く (きく ) means “work (well), function (properly)” Here J suggests a 








SMALLPOX 














| certain bodily function working too well: DIARRHEA. The on-yomi follows 利 ( リ ) 


FEI USE") x55 smallpox 
Oil と 5 う びょう vaccine 
天然 瘍 て ん ぉ 4 と う smallpox 0270, 0760 


| 種 瘍 ゅ c う vaccination against smallpox. .. 0544 














| An illness (J) that causes pea ( 豆 )-sized pustules: SMALLPOX. 





ULCER, hoil OPE か いよ まう Ulcer 1178 














:3965 | An illness (J) that is difficult ($4) to cure: ULCER. Additional sample compounds appear at 
Fl 1975 and 腫 2022. war Bs 1985 











CANCER 子宮 汐 し きゅう が ん uterine cancer... .0094, 1242 
OFLA に ゅ う が ん breastcancer. 0160 

喉头 瘤 こう と う が ん laryngeal cancer. .1674, 0162 

ガン SERIE は っ が ん せい carcinogenic... .0148, 0128 


HEA] こう が ん ざい anti-cancer drug 1639, 1261 

















1946 | In combination with disease (7), && suggests a growing mountain (111) of self-replicating 
y^ 104) CANCER cells (rm). 














BECOME THIN Off ff そう し 4 lean body; weightloss ........ 0060 
Offi 2 ゃ せる become thin 

痩せ 衰え る や せ ぉ と ろ え る become Mo 

Es 夏 痩 せ な っ つ ゃ せ summerweightloss ......0363 

痩せ 我慢 する や せ が ま ん する sufferoutofpride 

Rm の SG AO 0221, 1134 











1947 | Note 5E in the traditional form, which we saw earlier at 捜 1527. Both it and the simplified 
J^ 104| form, shown in the head character, can be visualized as a backbone and ribs, with a pair of 
crossed legs beneath them. In this entry, then, we observe an illness (J ^) making a person's 
JEA ribs visible—the illness of BECOMING THIN. 





TIRED ORS ひる 3 fatigue a 0542 
ORNS っ か れる gettired 
疲れ 果て る つか れ は て る be exhausted ....0599 











ヒ 気 疲れ き づ か れ nervous strain, worry......0126 
つか (れる ) - づ か ( れ ) 旅行 療 れ り ょ こ う づ か れ fatigue from traveling 
doa etse ese po EE 0569, 0055 

















4988. | 川 ness (J^) + skin (BZ): this does not refer to skin disease, but rather to TIREDNESS. One way 
が 104| to remember this is to think of TIREDNESS as causing certain changes in the color and texture 
of the skin, such as "bags under the eyes." 


279? 
常 | 10 














BE SUBJECTED TO; be covered in 


0 被 害 者 o4yove victim 0413.0107 
被告 人 ひこ < に ん defendant 0698, 0015 


被 保险 者 ひ ほ け 4 し ゃ insured person 
0646, 1031, 0107 





t 
こう む ( る ) 





〇 損害 を 被る そん が い を こう むる sufferaloss 
1595, 0413 

恩恵 を 被る お ん けい を こう むる shareinthe 
benefit 1728, 0581 











| Skin (BZ) being covered in clothing (%). Associate the physical state of being covered in 


something with the abstract state of BEING SUBJECTED TO something. 


OPEN OUT, reveal 


披露 する ひろ うす る announce, introduce 1907 
ORRE ひる う ぇ ん reception 1907, 1294 
お 披露 目 ぉ ひろ め début 1907, 0021 

















! PULL OUT 
2 STAND OUT/above 


M). Picture the hand (F) OPENING OUT so as to reveal its skin (BZ, i.e., that of its palm). e X 1951 


の ① 抜 本 的 な ば っ ぽん て き な radical, drastic 
0031, 0169 


「 抜粋 ば っ すい extract, excerpt, selection ... 1622 





バッ 
ぬ ( く ) - ぬ ( く ) ぬ ( き ) ぬ ( け る ) 
ADF) ぬ ( か る ) 





抜く ぬ < pull out, extract 
1 抜け る ぬけ る come/fall out/off; withdraw 


^ 抜 群 の ば っ ぐ 4 の preeminent, outstanding 
1408 











HOLD BACK, deduct; note, memo 


jd | Here imagine a friend ( 友 )s hand (F ) PULLING one OUT of a precarious or embarrassing 
situation. M2 STAND OUT is an extended meaning. c= 披 1950 


控除 こう C ょ (tax)deduction, subtraction...0996 
馬 を 控え る うま を ひか える holdbackahorse 0336 
〇 控え め な ひか え め な modest temperate, 





[as 
ひか (える ) ひか ( え ) 





reserved 
控え 室 ひか ぇ し っ anteroom, waiting room 0253 


領収 書 の 控え りょう し ゅ うし ょ の ひか え counterfoil 
of a receipt 1922, 1155, 0079 











: Review Z€ 0398. In the present entry, imagine a suicidal person standing on an exposed 
| beam, threatening to jump. You reach out with your hand (F ) to HOLD him BACK. This 


kanji can also refer to taking notes, from the idea of "holding onto" something that has been 


said, rather than letting it disappear forever. 











LEND SUPPORT TO り 扶 養 す る ふ よ うす る support, maintain... 0500 


扶養 家族 ふ ょ うか そ < dependent family 
member(s) 0500, 0219, 0568 


扶助 する ふじ ょ する support, sustain 0642 
扶 育 ぶ ふい ぃ < bringing up (children) 0489 























A husband CK) lending a hand (F ), i.e., LENDING SUPPORT TO. rs 抹 1954 











2 s WIPE, erase り 抹殺 する まっ さっ する erase, strike out; deny, 
ignore; do away with, liquidate............. 0522 
: 抹消 する まっ し ょ うす る erase, strike out ....1289 
; 7 ES 抹茶 まっ ちゃ powdered greentea 0603 

















1 Hand (4 ) bringing something to an end (X): WIPE/erase. As a visual shortcut, you can see 
Æ 64 | the strip between S4 and S5 as a horizontal swath the hand makes across a chalkboard with 
an eraser. Now take a moment to make sure you can distinguish this entry from the previous 
one. 1® X 1953 





OPEN UP (farmland or new frontiers) 拓殖 た < し ょ < colonization, exploitation...0841 


O 開 拓 か いた < reclamation, opening up, 
clearing; exploitation .ee 0450 


7 干拓 か ん た く land reclamation by drainage 
04 














| A hand(#) removing a stone (43): OPEN UP (farmland or new frontiers). 











0282 
常 | 8 
5 TORTURE ORBE —5$4 torture a. 0452 
4 HRE ご うる も ん だ い rack, instrument of torture 
Se ge | 0452, 0949 
3 ゴウ 
zi 














E9964 This character is dominated by a long and menacingly pointy diagonal stroke (S7). Imagine 
that it is the knife of a cruel inquisitor, which he threatens to use to puncture the skin of a 

heretics hand (F), and to drive right through its bones into the wooden table of the inquisi- 
ui tion room: TORTURE. 


常 | 9 | " 








TALL BUILDING OPERA ろう ぅ かく multistoried building 0792 
望 楼 i525 watchtower, observation tower 
10 





TBR ご そう ろう five-story building 
0007.1224 


高楼 こぅ 23 lofty building; skyscraper.....0185 











Once harvested, field grains must be stored high above the ground to keep them out of the 
reach of animals. In this entry, visualize a woman ( 女 ) storing rice CK) high atop a towering 
wooden (X) structure: TALL BUILDING. ss 数 0309 





PLATFORM, rostrum OWIE ぇ ん だ 4 platform, rostrum 
教壇 きょう だ ん teacher's platform, rostrum.…0632 
詩 壇 し だ ん poetical circles, world of poetry... 0389 


土壇場 と た ん ば place of execution; eleventh 
0030, 0445 


壇 に 登る だ ん に の ぼる getonthe platform... 1054 














= 


Visualize & as a rostrum or PLATFORM, built on an earth (£) foundation. 





TOWER, pagoda 铁塔 て っ と ぅ steel tower; pylon 

管制 塔 か ん せい と 3 control tower .…1839.0708 
エッ フェ ル 塔 エッ フェ ル と う Eiffel Tower 

] 仏塔 ぶっ 3 pagoda, Buddhist pagoda....0811 


〇 五 重 の 塔 ご じゅ う の と 3 five-story pagoda 
0007, 0539 














Visualize & as a communications tower: 合 represents the tower structure, while + repre- 
sents the antennas on its roof. The present entry adds + to suggest a deep and sturdy founda- 
tion, and means TOWER/pagoda. 








- 5 4 LOAD ON BOARD 〇 搭載 する と うさ ぃ する load,embark........ 1318 
1 搭乗 する と うじ ょ うす る board,getona plane, 
も embark .on 1005 





搭乗 券 と うじ ょ うけ 4 boarding pass...1005, 0456 








1. 


Here, visualize the hand (F) LOADING the antennas (4+) ON BOARD the tower (5). Remem- 
bering this idea, practice writing 44 and 搭 in tum, and learn to associate their meanings 
with the variable element. 














0541 











常 | 12 














"FEW 
2 WIDOW(ER) 





' EP O か し ょ ぅ の few, little, scanty.......... 
OE か せん oligopoly. sss 0348 












カ 


VERAS か も < な silent, taciturn, reticent.… 0762 
"SEE か ぶん beingill-informed ...... 0453 






OB ms に ゃ もめ ) widow 




















| It is useful to associate this kanji with a WIDOW' poverty. Picture 54-9 (like 百 0016 HUN- 
DRED with an extra zero) as her last thousand dollars, which she carefully stores on a special 
covered (^) shelf (S10), dividing (分 ) it into tiny sums for her expenses. Thus seen, the kanji 
represents not only WIDOW, but also FEW. 


















GUEST ORE ひん きゃ く (= ひん か く ) guest, guest of honor 
EE 0787 

RA らい ひ 4 guest, visitor .oo. 0274 

= HA こ < ひ 4 state guest .i 0075 


MAA GevAmA guesthouse .....1139,0291 




















j Visualize $4-8 as a uniformed doorman standing at the entrance to a well-to-do family's 
house (^7). S4 shows his doorman’s cap, $6-7 his epaulets, and S8 his arm pointing toward 
our left, solicitously pointing the way for the family's wealthy GUEST (H). This kanji is easily 
identified by the distinctive image of the welcoming doorman's arm. 








DECORATE 装飾 する そう し ょ くす る ornament, adorn, 
decorate... ee e reos 1591 
〇 修飾 する し ゅ うし ょ < する decorate, ornament; 
[grammar] modify .ee 1676 
ショ ク 粉飾 ふん し ょ < makeup, maquillage........ 1619 


か ざ ( る ) か ざ ( り ) 


〇 飾る か ざる decorate; affect; display 
首飾り く < び か ざり necklace .i 0157 

















1530 
常 113 
“ 


SATIATED: tired of 








ホウ 
あ ( き る ) あ ( か す ) 


| Earlier we learned to visualize ^— as a person holding out an object (e.g., see 施 0571, 旗 
0573, and 乞 1805). Here, see ケー holding out a cloth (IH) and placing it over a dining ( 
AU table: DECORATE. 


9» 


飽食 する ほう し ょ くす る satiate oneself, eat one's 
人 0288 


9 饱满 ほう まん satiety, surfeit ................. 0179 
ゴワ 飽き る ぁ き る be satiated, grow tired of 

聞き 飽き る きき ぁ き る be fed up listening to.. 0453 
飽き っ ぽい ぁ き っ ぽい be fickle 














1528 
常 113 





| Here 包 wrap suggests a filled sack. Fat (Ñ) + filled sack: SATIATED. Recall that all kanji incor- 
食 184| porating 包 are pronounced ホウ . 











STARVE 











BU sU death fromstarvation............. 




















So hungry, one would eat (8) oneself (FX): STARVING. The on-yomi compound to memorize 


appears ín the next entry. 















OSLER am starvation, hunger, famine....... 
饥民 きみ 4 starving people ................ 0477 
OfLA2.5 ぅ ぇ る starve 
PLÈ ぅ ぇ hunger starvation 
人 負え 死に うぅ ぇ C に (death by) starvation ....0716 













So hungry, one would eat (Ê) the table (JL): STARVING. 


DESK 





ES 
つく え 








OPLE きょう top of the desk; academic, 


theoretical sss 0041 
机上 の 空論 きじ ょ う の く うろ ん armchair 

theorizing. .i 0041, 0398, 0942 
机 下 きか underthedesk.................... 0040 
事务 机 じ ぉ づく < ぇ officedesk.......... 0080, 0687 











¥ Wooden (4) table (JL): DESK. 





REDUNDANT, superfluous 





ジョ ウ 











冗長 な じょう ちょ うな verbose, redundant, prolix 
NE 0091 


FUE じょう いん superfluous personnel......0317 




















T a4 
| Recall that JL can also mean tablecloth. Here, we observe a covering (^7) placed over a 
tablecloth, REDUNDANT. The on-yomi compound to memorize appears at 談 1977. 





CROWN 


9 王冠 ぉ お うか 4 crown, diadem, cap............... 0072 
戴 冠 式 を いか ん し き coronation (ceremony) 
UDESEM SA Se 1914, 0109 


冠 者 fAU (に か じゃ ) young man (come of age) 0107 





、 "m 


か ん むり 








WEISE か ん こん そう さい ceremonial occasion 
(coming of age, marriage, funeral, ancestral 
worshiD) eee 1721, 0717, 0637 

73 ワ か ん むり wa ("7)-shaped grapheme atop 

certain kanji (such as 7) 

















Picture the outstretched arm (“F ) placing a CROWN (53) upon someone's head (54). ^ rein- 
forces the meaning by suggesting covering, and CROWNS the whole affair for good measure. 
Being mindful that a CROWN is a covering and not a roof will help you remember that it is 
written with ^7, not ^7. The Japanese name for ^" appears in V5. 


SEPARATE 





y 
は な (れる ) は な ( す ) 








分 離す る ぶん りす る separate; be separated 


OO Qn 0088 
剃 離 は くり exfoliation, peeling of 0609 
oO 離婚 に 4 djivorce 1721 
離陸 uu« takeof 1432 


〇 離れ る は な れる separate; be separated 

















Recall 区 | 0296 EVIL MISFORTUNE. Now because the lower part of Bj resembles 内 (うち ) 
(which can refer to one's own home or workplace), we can associate it with a home or work- 
place that has experienced evil misfortune. Think of the small bird (E) deciding to SEPARATE 


himself from such a place. 


CHEST 





* に | 7 
むね む な - 








胸囲 きょう っ い chest measurement........... 0435 
9 胸部 きょう ぶ breast, chest... 0068 
胸郭 きょう か < く thorax Chest 1422 
度胸 と きょう courage, pluck, heart.......... 0280 
胸毛 ぉ な chesthai wo 0487 





71] In the coming series of kanji, 月 will be used in the sense of body part. Here, 人 suggests the 
body part wherein an elephant (^ 7) stores up memories of heart-rending misfortune (X|): 
his CHEST. ms 脳 1973 














SUFFER, be troubled 





ノウ 
な や ( む ) な や (ます ) 











類 悩 ぽん の ぅ worldly desires, carnal desires 
1937 





OFF 1M <o> suffering, anguish, dread.…… 0405 
〇 悩ま し い な や まし い distressful; seductive, alluring 
伸び 悩む の びな ゃ ぉ む failtogrow........... 0873 
頭 を 悩ま す ぁ た ま を な や ます rack one's orai 





72 | At 桜 1249 we visualized `V as “falling blossoms.” Here, visualize it as “falling into misfortune” 








( 凶 ), and imagine how this must cause the heart/mind (T ) to SUFFER. vs 脳 1973 





wee 








MX 


26 


脳死 の 3 し brain death 


6 7 
1 
9 AV 7 大 脳 だ い の ぅ cerebrum 
用 10 q 


脳裏 の ぅ り brain, mind, memory 


x 頭脳 ず の ぅ brain; brains, head 
9 首脑 Lens head, leader 

















s In the strict, physiological sense, the body part (A) directly affected by "falling into misfor- 
tune" (see previous entry) is the BRAIN. Practice writing this and 悩 , learning to associate 
SUFFERING (a matter of the spirit) with 7 , and BRAIN (a physical organ) with H. ss 胸 1971, 


悩 1972 





INTERNAL 0RGAN 臓器 そう き internal organs, viscera 
〇 内 臓 な いそ う internal organs, viscera 
心臓 し ん そ ぅ heart 
臓物 そう も っ entrails, giblets 














i. 


Body parts (月 ) stored inside the storehouse (0k), i.e., INTERNAL ORGANS. sa» jek 0695 





STOMACH H59 いじ ゃ < dyspepsia, indigestion 
〇 胃袋 いぶ < る stomach 

胃痛 い が ん 4 gastric cancer 
胃潰瘍 いか いよ 3 stomach ulcer. 














1978. To remember this kanji, imagine food going into the head (FH) and down into a body part 
(H) located below it: the STOMACH. 





1FLAME 1 火炎 か ぇ ん flames, blaze 


? INFLAMMATION, -itis 1 情 炎 C ょ うぅ ぇ ん flaming desires, burning 
passions 


= ざ や ろう そく の 炎 ろう そく の ほ の お candle flame 
レス 
QA. =; . 
i308 炎症 えん し ょ う inflammation 
2 脑 炎 の う ぇ ん encephalitis 
L 


































TALK, converse 





談話 だ ん ゎ talk, conversation; comment. ..0053 
) nP 冗談 じょう だ 4 joke 1968 
am : り 相 談 す る そう だ ん する consult, talk over, confer 





に ニー ニー EN RG 0682 

- » 7> 座談 会 ざさ だ ん か い roundtable talk, symposium 

V — ee TENE 0749, 0226 
首脳 会 談 し ゅ の うか い だ 4 summit meeting 

PALO CREDERE NENNEN 0157, 1973, 0226 

| Words (3) by the flames (Z&) of the campfire: TALK/converse. 


























a € „ LIGHT faint 9 淡色 た 4 し ょ く lightcolor ee. 0528 
Ni 淡 彩 た 4 さい lightcolorng 0990 
冷淡 太 れい た ん な cool, indifferent ......... 0675 
HR の うた ん shading, light and shade.....0512 
淡雪 ぁ ゎ ゅ き lightsnow .i 0899 











` 


| Water ( Y ) falling on flames (2&), making them LIGHT/faint. «= $% 1979 





















1 3 NATURAL CALAMITY Ogg さい が い calamity, disaster, accident. ..0413 
く く く 天災 て ん さい natural disaster …… 0270 
ÆR し ん さい earthquake disaster .......... 0902 

) P サイ SEMI さい か accident, natural disaster, 
わざ わ ( い ) 上 Suse —— GU ts 1486 
災い する ゎ ざ わ ゎ い する be the ruin of (someone) 




















| Fire C) and smoke (K, just this time): NATURAL CALAMITY. se 淡 1978 








OFF か ん そう liver 
肝油 か ん ゆ liver oil 
肝炎 AAA hepatitis 
肝要 な か ん よう な important, vital, essential 0547 
肝 に 銘じ る きる に めい じ る take to heart... 1546 






































LUNG OO 肺腑 ゅ いそ うぅ TNS. occa 1974 
肺 肝 は いか 4 lungs and liver, innermost heart 
MERE EE 1980 

| 肺 浸潤 は いし 4 ん じゅ 4 infiltration of the lungs 
> M PE 1014, 1491 
肺炎 は い ぇ ん pneumonia, inflammation ofthe 
lungs. edt ter uite rn n 1976 








肺 が 弱 い は い が よ わい haveaweak chest... 0424 





= 
月 suggests body part. Ignore city/market, and instead see 市 as a picture of two pulmonary 
FY 130, lobes, framed by a throat ($5), collarbones (S6), and a windpipe (S9): LUNGS. This entry is the 
only one breaking the rule that kanji with 市 are pronounced シ . 








0825 





GALLBLADDER, gall 胆石 た ん せき gallstone 
胆汁 た 4 じゅ う 3 bile, gall 
胆 力 た ん り ょ く courage, nerve, mettle 
ORAL な いた ん boldness, daring 
らく た ん disappointment, discouragement 
0793 














Straying for a moment from our focus at this point in the course, interpret 月 here as moon, 
not body part. With E., it tells us a story of one morning when the moon had the gall to stay 
out after dawn: GALLBLADDER/gall. 









































」 GLAND 甲状 腺 こう C ょ う を ん thyroid gland ...1521, 0616 
b oam 涙腺 る いせ 4 lachymalgland .............. 1020 
乳腺 に ゅ う せ 4 mammary gland ............ 0160 
x " E» 唾液 腺 だ えき せん salivary gland....... 1401, 0468 
7 粘液 腺 ね ん ぇ きせ ん mucusgland ....1267,0470 
月 body part + $ fountain/spring. GLAND. The on-yomi follows 3& 0207 and 線 0210. 
肉 130 
| 0950 | 
常 | 13 
d MEMBRANOUS SAC ORAE さい 全う Cell 0239 
細胞 膜 さい ぼう ぅ まく cellular membrane 
NCSA Ne の 0239, 1337 
: m | 胞子 ほう 3 し spore i 0094 
肺 胞 は い ほ うぅ alyeolus .i 1981 
芽胞 が ほう spore cee 1817 
i di 
Body part (月 ) + wrap (8): MEMBRANOUS SAC. 














INTESTINES OBS いち ょ 3 stomach and intestines/bowels 
1975 


胃腸 病 学 いち ょ う び ょ う が く gastroenterology 
1975, 0617, 0099 








腸炎 ちょ うえ 4 enteritis 
小腸 し ょ うち ょ 3 smallintestine 
盲腸 もう ちょ う cecum, appendix 


Let “body part (月 ) + difficult (Zj)' suggest INTESTINAL discomfort. «= 賜 0444, 3 1945 











'WOMB ' 母胎 ほ た い mother's womb 
2FETUS 1 胎内 た いな い interior of the womb 
2 胎教 た いき ょ う prenatal care 

タイ ② 胎 児 を いじ embryo, fetus 


胎動 + い と ぅ quickening, fetal movement; 
indication 054 




















O 腰 部 よう ぶ waist, hips 
腰骨 こし ぼ ね hipbone 
足腰 ぁ し こし legs and loins 

O 〇 腰掛 ける こし か ける sitdown 
腰 巻 き こし まき loincloth 











When we learned 要 0547, we pictured a woman weighed down by a heavy box. The present 
entry refers to the body part (月 ) that the box causes to bend: the WAIST. 





テニ ス 肘 テニ ぇ oOC tennis elbow 


肘 で 人 を 押し 分 ける ひじ で ひと を お し わけ る 
elbow one's way through a crowd 
0015, 1525, 0088 





肘掛 け 椅子 ひじ か けい す armchair 
1117, 1332, 0094 














| The body part (A) involved in producing an outstretched arm ( 寸 ) ELBOW. 














KNEE; lap BER し っ が いこ っ kneecap, patella 1303, 0465 
膝 関節 し っ か ん せっ kneejoint 0451, 0391 
膝 を 崩す ひざ を < ず す sit at ease 

ご 膝 掛け ひさ かけ lap robe 


腔 の 上 に 乗せ る ひざ の うえ に の せる puton 
one's lap 0041, 1005 

















m 
| Again 月 suggests body part. Back at %4 1002, we visualized f as splashing drops of sap. 
Here, let the lower portion suggest splashing drops of “water (^K) on the KNEE,” being 
drained. To distinguish 膝 (ひざ , knee; lap) from 肘 (OU, elbow), it is helpful to associate 
the ざ of ひざ with EE ( ざ , seat), and thus with the lower part of the body. 


CROTCH, thigh 股関節 こ か 4 せっ hip joint, coxa 

股 座 また ぐら 5 crotch 

二股 ふた また bifurcation, splitting; double- 
dealing 0003 


内 股 うち また innerthigh; pigeon-toed .....0215 
うち も も innerthigh 

















| H means body part, and both JL and X. have CROTCH-like shapes. Therefore, ignore 5z 


lance and instead perceive the meaning CROTCH directly from these shapes. ex» 股 1991, 
X. 0058 


肢体 し た い limbs, members 
下肢 か し lowerlimbs legs 
O 四 肢 し し limbs, legs and arms 
前 肢 “AU forelimb, front leg 
選択 肢 せん た くし choice, alternative 1502, 1503 

















| Review the first part of the annotation for 支 0373. This should allow you to perceive in the 


present entry a branch-like body part (月 ), or LIMB. © 枝 0965, 股 1990 


TRUNK, torso O 胴 体 と うた い trunk, torso, hull 

胴 巻き と うぅ まき bellyband 

胴衣 と うぃ jacket, vest 

胴 が 長い と う が な が い havealongtrunk.…0091 

















When 同 appears next to 月 , visualize it as the rectangular shape of a human torso, housing 
a couple of internal organs: TRUNK/torso. 











! ARMPIT 1 脇 毛 ゎ き げ underarm hair 0487 

















? ASIDE 1 脇 に 抱え る わき に か か える cay under one sain 
| |? 薬局 の 脇 に や っ きょく の ゎ き に next to the 
わき わけ drugstore oases ccrte teretes 0303, 0256 
2? 脇 見 ゎ き ぁ looking aside .i 0083 
③ 脇 に 置く ゎ き に ぉ く putaside, disregard (onthe 
moment 084 





At Æ 1496 we visualized three powerful (25) predators threatening prey. Here, visualize a 
肉 130| body part (H) emitting an overpowering stench: ARMPIT. M2 ASIDE is an extended meaning. 


py £y 1496, 協 0543 








0859 


常 |10 





油脂 ゅ し fats and oils 
脂質 し し っ lipids, fats 
脂性 あぶ らし ょ 3 fatty constitution 
脂 ぎ っ た あぁ ぶら ぎっ た greasy, oily 





v 


あぶ ら 











If Ef 0931 refers to the essence or substance of something, here it must refer to the “essence 
of meat (F])/ that is, something one always finds when one cuts into it: FAT. or 指 0932 





VISIT A TEMPLE ZH さん けい する visitatemple/shrine, 
pay homage 1239 
MT 4 も ぅ で る visitatemple/shrine, pay 
homage 
〇 初 語 は っ も うぅ で one's first visit to atemple/ 
も う ( で ) も う で も う ( で る ) shrine in the new year 0710 











Let “words (È) + essence ( 旨 )′ suggest a worshipper's speaking his true feelings to God, as in 
a heartfelt prayer or confession: VISIT A TEMPLE. This kanji is the one exception to the rule 
that kanji containing Ef have the on reading シ . 





ANIMAL FAT 9 脂肪 し ぼう fat, grease 











ーー ルー 


A slab of meat (H) with a strip of FAT on one side (方 ) 











肌身 は だ ぁみ body 
9 肌 着 は だ ぎ underwear 





学者 肌 な くし sa た scholarly bent of mind 
0099, 0107 











E Tablecloth (JL) for the body (F): SKIN. 











SKIN SOME ws skin echoes reete 0595 
完膚 無き 迄 か ん ぶな きま で thoroughly, beyond 
recognition; scathingly.......... 0633, 0048, 1806 

7 

















Tiger (J,, review HE 0912 if necessary) + stomach (Ei). To associate this with SKIN, we might 
肉 130| imagine removing a tiger's stomach and other viscera, in order to take home only its SKIN. 
ce J 2004, RÈ 1999 








CONSIDER 









思慮 し り ょ consideration, discretion... .0142 
考慮 する こう ぅ り ょ す る consider, deliberate 0628 
ORT A ぇ ん り ょ する be reserved: hesitate; 


Ua VOTING sss E EE cor uL 0857 


配慮 は いり ょ consideration, care, concern 0799 


14 15 
ざ や WA =x regard, consideration ............ 1890 


Paint a picture in your mind's eye of a tiger (JE) thinking ( 思 ) contemplating whether to 
initiate a chase or wait for a better opportunity: CONSIDER. ms Jj 1998, Js 2004 





















CRUEL, tyrannical 残虐 な ざん ぎゃ く な cruel, atrocious, brutal 1583 
9 虐待 きゃ < た い abuse, cruelty 

虐殺 ぎゃ < さっ massacre, genocide 
ギャ ク 〇 虐げ る し いた げ る tyrannize, oppress 


し いた ( げ る ) 虐げ られ た 人 々 し いた げ ら れ た ひと びと down- 
trodden people, the oppressed 














Picture $7-9 as the tiger (J s claw, which he CRUELLY uses to maul his victims without the 
slightest regard for the suffering he causes them. 



















RISK, fears 








お それ 





J 











り 失 敗 の 廣 し っ ぱい の お それ risk offailure 
UR PEE RERUM 0563, 0830 
転落 の 虎 が 有る て ん らく の お それ が ある 
There is a risk of falling. .......... 0224, 0793, 0400 
BIRO REET か ん せん の お それ を な くす 
preclude the possibility of infection 
EE 0327, 1174, 0048 















$ DRAMA 





ゲキ 











Ed Typist (43) entering tiger (J J's lair: RISK. Note that お それ is usually written 恐れ (cf. 1633) 





悲劇 ひげ き tragedy, tragicdrama .......... 1856 
喜劇 き げ き COmedy .i 1212 
歌劇 か げき 0pera .i 0827 
O 〇 劇場 げき じょう theater 0445 


劇 を 演じ る げき を えん じ る perform a play...0914 











1 Imagine a sword ( |] )-fighting DRAMA featuring a tiger (J£) and a pig (A). 


"EMPTY, void 
2FALSE 





キョ コ 








! 虚無 き ょ む nothingness; nihility 
1 空虚 太 < うき ょ な empty, void; inane 0398 
OA sraebA vanity 1245, 0056 
③ 庶 偽 きょき falsehood, lie, fallacy 1237 
2 虚構 き ょ こ ぅ fabrication, fiction 








P Imagine entering the tiger (€ )'s lair and finding nothing but a few drops of water dripping 


from the ceiling and splashing on the ground (^l): the lair is EMPTY. M2 FALSE is a derivative 


meaning. 只 EX 2007 


CAPTIVE 











ORBE iux prisoner of war, captive 
虜囚 vel captive, prisoner 











Tiger (JË) holding man (5) CAPTIVE. v JB] 1998, 慮 1999 




















BRAVE: in high spirits 勇敢 な ゅ ぅ か ん な brave, daring, heroic .…0809 
9 勇气 ゅ うき courage, valor, bravery, nerve... 0126 





勇猛 ゆう も うぅ bravery, daring ................ 0767 
ユウ HBSS た ん ゆう courage 1982 
いさ ( む ) ORD wag be encouraged, be in high spirits 




















Recall マ pointing forward. Here, picture a man Œ) running swiftly forward, full of enthusi- 
Jj 19 | asm and courage: BRAVE; in high spirits. 


1798 





WELL UP, gush out 湧出 ゅ 3 し ゅ っ welling, gushing. ............ 0038 
湧く ゎ く < well up, gush out 





~ 湧き 出る ゎ き て る well up, springforth.… 0038 
ユウ 湧き 上 が る ゎ き あがる wellup, arise........ 0041 
a わ ( く ) 〇 湧き 起こ る ゎ き ぉ こる wellup,arise ........ 0430 














N 


Picture streams of sweat (Y ) WELLING UP/gushing out of the high-spirited running man ($). 
水 85| c i51 1588 












〇 戯れ る た ゎ む れる sport, play; joke 


子 釘 が ボー ル に 点 れ て いる こね こ が ポ ー ル に 
た わ む れ て いる The kitten is playing with a ball 
M rh T remm c acu I 0094, 1825 


ギ 、 DO 游戏 3x game, pastime, amusement .…0570 
た わ む (れる ) 戯曲 きき ょ < drama, play .i 0503 
| 悪 上 いた ずら に あく ぎ ) mischief, prank......0546 
| false (dz) + spear (X): throwing a spear for SPORT/play, rather than in actual battle. 

va JẸ 2003, 織 2008 





SPORT, play 








































'FINE ① 繊 細か な せん さい な delicate, fine, subtle... 
2FIBER 1 织 毛 せん も うぅ cilia, fine hair 0487 


2 10) せん ぎり longthin strips (of a vegetable) 
p TEE 0086 


2 化 线 か せん chemicalfiber ................. 0120 
2 ごう せん 4 Syntheticfiber 














セン 
















From 裁 1317 recall the short man (十 ) holding a spear (X): ^X. Here he uses the spear as 
the framework of a loom (recalling 幾 0470), on which he manipulates FINE thread (i). A 
helpful way to remember this character is to visualize MV as extremely FINE FIBERS stretched 
upon the spear-loom. = IX 2007, 級 2009 
















せい ちな minute, subtle, nice 0976 
さい ちな minute, meticulous 0239 
ち み つ な close, minute, precise.….1383 
こう ちな exquisite, elaborate 1047 

















Thread (#) + bring about (BL, review 0251 if necessary): let this suggest the deliberate process 
of stretching thread until it becomes FINE. ss» 繊 2008 





LIE, fib O 嘘 を つく ぅ そ を っ く tella lie 
嘘つき ぅ うそ っ き liar 





キョ 
うそ 




















$s RUMOR, gossip 〇 噂 を 流す うわ さ を な が す spread rumors .... 1059 
」 噂 話 うわ さば な し gOSSID ai. 0053 
7 
" ノン 
n.. うわ さ 

















3$ means HONOR/esteem (see 0802), but depicts an outstretched arm ( 寸 ) holding aloft a 
ceremonial liquor bottle (#4, shown in non-standardized form in the next two entries). Here, 
the esteemed figures who have taken from the bottle speak gossip and RUMORS from their 


feet liquor-loosened mouths (L1). 
0652 

















BARREL OE 一 DD 橙 ビー ル の た る keg of beer 

酒樽 さか だ る wine barrel/cask 0797 
ソン 
た る 











This time, picture the outstretched arm ( 寸 ) refilling the ceremonial liquor bottle (£8) from a 
wooden (#) BARREL. 














vi 
に っ 
I 













DISTANCE 













距離 きり distance, range; interval ........ 1970 
短 距 離 た ん き ょ り shortdistance ......0562, 1970 
長 距離 ちょ うき ょ り longdistance......0091,1970 

















| Here we see a leg (È) making a giant (E 0483) stride, i.e., covering a great DISTANCE. Note 
that both characters incorporating 巨 follow its on reading, +3. 








REFUSE, reject 拒絶 する き ょ ぜ っ する refuse, reject, deny. ..1271 





ご 拒否 する き ょ ひ する deny, reject............ 0552 
1 
支払 い を 拒む し は らい を こ ば む refuse payment, 
Es decline to pay .ee, 0373, 0812 
zu) 入場 を 拒む に ゅ うじ ょ う を こ ば む deny(someone) 


8 admission 0039, 0445 















k | Here we observe the hand (F ) of a person REFUSING/ rejecting an offer from a giant (E), or, 
if you prefer, from the Tokyo Giants (巨人 [XU A). 





GLAD ORLO うれ し ぃ glad, delighted 
嬉し そう な うれ し そう な delightful, glad-looking 





キ 
うれ (し い ) 

















Woman (1) expressing happiness (=): GLAD. 





O 〇 太鼓 を いこ (big) drum 
鼓手 Zue drummer 
鼓膜 こま < eardrum 


鼓吹 二 为 こす いす る inspire, inculcate, advocate 
1764 


O 鼓 を 打つ っ づみ を うぅ つっ beatahand drum...1025 














| Recall the image of 支 0373 as a hand holding up a branch ( 支 ) Now imagine the hand 
beating the branch against the drum at the left ($, introduced back at = 1212). 











STANDING TREE 〇 樹木 じゅ も < tree; trees and shrubs 
樹脂 UeL resin 

樹液 Ce ぇ き sap 

植樹 し ょ <c ゅ tree planting 
街路 樹 が いろ Li roadside trees 




















7 Recall from = 1212 that 3$ is a drum that stands on its side. Here picture the outstretched 
arm ^J ) standing up the drum this way. With 本 tree, this provides an intuitive image for 
STANDING TREE 一 i.e. a tree that has not been cut down. «= 膨 2018 





EXPAND C 膨 大 ぽう だ い swelling, expansion 0033 
膨満 する ほう まん する beinflated 0179 

ご 膨れ る ふ < れ る expand, swell 

ボウ 着 膨れ る き ぶ < れる bethicklydad 0938 

ふく (らむ ) ふく (れる ) 膨れ っ 面 ふく れ っ っ ら sullen/sulky look....0175 











ie 
Flesh (月 ) fully stretched out like the skin of a drum (x3). S14-16 emphasize the outward 
expansion: EXPAND. es 樹 2017 








OME (555 expansion, swelling; growth, 
2 


increase 

















| Flesh (月 ) growing “longer” (长 ) i.e., SWELLING. Removed from the Joyo list in 2010. ex Hifi 
2022 





' SPREAD (out), extend (over) ざ 膨 張 ぽう ちょ う expansion, swelling; DD 
i 1 

2 STRAIN, stretch MAGN 

! 伸張 し ん ちょ う expansion, elongation ......0873 


2 張力 ちょ うり ょ く tension, tensile strength .…0084 
チョ ウ 


O 
は (る ) - は 0⑩) FQ) ma ha spread (out), extend (over); stretch, 


2 頑張 る が ん ば る be tenacious, hang in there 1918 


| A bow (F) being stretched to the fullest possible length (长 ): SPREAD/STRETCH. Note that 
kanji with the phonetic component 長 are read チョ ウ . 


































NOTEBOOK, curtain 





9 手帳 て ちょ 3 pocketbook, datebook ...... 0046 
1 à 帳面 ちょ うめ ん 4 notebook, register... 0175 
帳簿 ちょ う ぼ account book, ledger, register .0985 


0 チョ ウ 貯金 通帳 ちょ きん つう ちょ うぅ bankbook, 
passbook oo... 0442, 0029, 0159 


WPi 54364 balance ofaccounts.......... 1896 














b. “Long (长 ) cloth (TH) easily suggests this kanji's original meaning, curtain. Later borrowed 
to denote a /ong scroll of paper, this kanji now usually refers to some kind of NOTEBOOK. 





TUMOR, swelling OWIE し ゅ ちょ う swelling, puffiness 

s 6 n JAHE が 4 しゅ cancerous tumor, carcinoma 1946 

| 肺気腫 は いき し ゅ pulmonary emphysema 
ei 1981, 0126 

シュ i 

2 は (れる ) は ( ら す ) 腫瘍 し ゅ よう tumor 1945 

り 腫 れる は れる become swollen 

















24 Flesh (H) + pile on top of (Œ): TUMOR/swelling. «= f= 2019 








肥大 し た ひだ いし た fat, enlarged........... 0033 


2 
| * 肥満 に な る ひま ん に な る become obese ...0179 
9 肥料 wus5 fertilizer, manure.............. 0758 
ヒ 〇 生 を 肥やす うし を こ ゃ す fattenacow.......0116 
こ ( え る ) CK こ ( や す ) こ ( や し ) 肥やし こ ゃ し nightsoil 


M3. 月 and E are similar forms, showing two boxes at the top with a tail trailing downward. 
The main difference is that in El the boxes are arranged side-to-side, FATTENING it. To easily 
remember this character, see E as a kind of FATTENED variation on H. 


































OR 2 は ぁ く する grip, grasp; understand, 
pt E 1536 


1 把持 する は じす る grasp, hold, grip......... 0384 
JEJE 3 A は そく する grasp, comprehend ... 1603 

















& Visualize the hand (4 ) GRIPPING E? at its bottom-left corner, which makes a perfect handle 
for a vise-like GRIP. 











ご 誇張 する こち ょ うす る exaggerate, overstate, 
Magnify jae es 20 


= 誇示 こじ ostentation, showing off.......... 0311 


‘amet 5 誇大 こ だ い exaggeration, magnification. ..0033 
6 
u ほこ (る ) 


OFS ほこ る boast, take pride in 
誇らしい ほこ らし い proud 

We have seen $12-13 in £4 1047, etc. Here see it and the stroke above it, as a kind of ladder 

dimbed by 大 big, representing the idea of growing too big, as in "too big for one's boots.” 

The whole kanji, then, suggests “talk (È) too big,” or BOAST. 
















































È LOOK OVER, view 





NI 
N 











9 一 览 いち らん a glance, a reading; summary. ..0002 


御覧 下さ い ご らん くだ さい Please looky 
VEETEE AL ATTESA E 0862, 0040 


ーー 観覧 車 か ん らん し ゃ Ferris wheel ...... 1128, 0125 


展覧 する て 4 ん らん する exhibit, show........ 0880 
阅览 室 ぇ っ 5 ん し っ reading room....1199,0253 





i | At 隐 0855 we learned to see as a forward gaze, emphasized here by the stroke that fol- 





lows below it. With 見 to emphasize the same idea, see the retainer (Et) LOOKING OVER/ 
pres | Viewing. ie 監 2027 & 2032, 腎 2033 
2485 
Tí 17 





1 人 2 メン 
Be 
カン 


OVERSEE 





監視 する か ん し する watch, keep under 
Observation .en, 0623 


監査 か ん さ inspection; inspector, supervisor 
151 


f 監修 か しゅう (editorial) supervision ......1676 
|" oa 監獄 か ん 4 ごく prison oiii 0737 
監 房 か ん ぼう Cell,ward 1886 

















sy 覧 2026, 臨 0855 


‘APPRAISE 
? REFER TO 


ヒーーー 





カン 
か ん が (みる ) 





| (Continuing from the previous entry) Here the retainer keeps watch over a plate (1m-): OVERSEE. 


! 鑑賞 か ん し ょ う appreciation, enjoyment ... 0322 

の ① 鑑 定 す る か ん て いす る appraise, estimate, 
identify 0045 

2 鑑み る か ん が みる take into account; heed 

② 年 鑑 ね ん か ん yearbook 

2 名 鑑 めい か ん list, directory 




















| In the next four entries, 





監 will suggest keeping watch over or looking to. This entry indicates 


a kind of official record or standard (recorded on $ metal) that the retainer looks to (i.e., 
REFERS TO) in order to APPRAISE or identify something. 

















WARSHIP 軍艦 ぐん か 4 warship .3coco 0583 
p+ 艦隊 か ん た い squadron,fleet 0586 
戦艦 を 4 ん ヵ ん battleship .0461 

カン | 航空 母艦 = う < う ぽ か ん aircraft carrier 
j Tn Quienes pde 1640, 0398, 0104 
潜水 艦 せん すい か ん submarine ......1168,0027 











Boat (Àj) + keep watch over ($): WARSHIP. 








manufacture 
溶 伐 らん ば っ overcutting of forests 
iE 54 extravagant spending 
OHSS らん よう する abuse, use to excess 0047 
TRH らん か < excessive hunting/fishing....1659 


EXCESSIVE tis 5425 excessive production, careless 
0699 














ーーーーー 


i d Here picture the retainer in an observation tower, keeping watch over ($F) rising flood waters 
(3): EXCESSIVE. iii is interchangeable with 乱 0380 in compounds for which the latter 
means “excessive” ss 乱 0380 








INDIGO FFE せ ぃ 5 ん indigo blue 

藍 色 ぁ い いろ indigo blue 

藍 に 染め る あい に そめ る dye deep blue.…1174 
ご 藍染 め あい そめ indigo dye 

















> Here picture the retainer keeping watch over ($£) a plant (++) of a color so beautiful that 
he can't take his eyes off it: INDIGO. Now practice writing the last five entries in alternation, 
learning to determine their meanings from the variable component. 





WISE, intelligent ORDA: けん めい な wise, intelligent; sensible 
0024 


EH GAT sage, wise person 


良妻 賢母 りょう さい け 4 ぽ good wife and wise 
ケン mother 0285, 1457, 0104 


か し こい ) O 賢 い か し こい wise, intelligent 
EEN baL sly, cunning 

















4 In the next four entries, the retainer( 切 ) serves his master not with his eye, but with his hand 
(SQ). In this entry, he WISELY i increases his master's fortune by stashing away shells (A, i.e., 
money). vs 览 2026, 'EF 2033 























d 3 KIDNEY ORE LAGS kidneys.. 1974 
? 腎臓 結石 じしん ぞう けっ せき kidney stones 
AAA 1974, 0516, 0403 
" 腎炎 じん ぇ ん nephritis, kidney inflammation 
1976 





dy 





ORF matat vital, essential, main 1980 











Eager to save his master's life, the retainer (F€) hands CX.) him a spare body part (月 ): one of | 
his KIDNEYS. «= EX 2032, 覧 2026 











FIRM, solid 堅 生 な けん ろう な solid, durable 
ORE Atot steady, sound, reliable. .0499 
中 堅 ちゅ うけ ん mainstay, nucleus (of a company) 
0035 





ケン 


ORL. ms 
か た ( い ) - が た ( い ) 堅い か た い firm, hard 


FERO て が た い steady; safe; trustworthy... 0046 














; Y Once more proving his all-around utility, the retainer (E) uses his hand (X) to solidify the 
earth (+) foundation of his master's home: FIRM/solid. 





"TIGHTEN ! 緊張 きん ちょ 3 tension, strain 

2EXIGENT ! 緊縛 す る きん ば < する bind tightly 0984 
! 緊縮 きん し e< contraction; strict economy 0875 
? 緊迫 し た きん ば < し た tense, strained.......1182 
③④ 緊急 な きん きゅう な urgent pressing, energent 





キン 











Herethe retainer (E) uses his hand OX.) to TIGHTEN a loose cord (#3). M2 EXIGENT is an 
extended meaning. Now practice writing the last four entries in alternation, and distinguish- 
ing their meanings based on the grapheme that appears at the bottom. «= $ 1575 





SUDDENLY RISING 勃 然 と ぼっ ぜん と suddenly 
〇 勃発 する ぼっ ぱっ する break out, suddenly 
014 


勃興 ぼっ こう sudden rise, ascendancy .… 0505 

勃起 する ぼっ きす る well up; stiffen, have an 
erection 0430 

勃起 障害 ほっ きしょう が ぃ erectile dysfunction 


0430, 1461, 0413 
| Interpret 字 as a child (F) hiding under the ground (£, which here is in fact + and 一 ). 

Now picture the child SUDDENLY RISING from his underground hiding place and taking up 
the plow (JJ). Do not confuse 字 with 孝 0630. 


























WORK HARD: urge on 








レイ 
は げ ( む ) は げ ( ま す ) 


















9 奖励 し ょ うれ い encouragement promotion 0615 
激励 する げき れい する encourage, urge ....0575 
奢 励 aue strenuous efforts... 1656 

ご 勉強 に 励む べ ん きょう に は げ む study hard 

SR ed ASASS DI 1274, 0423 
病人 を 励ま す びょう に ん を は げ ます cheerupan 
inyalid 0617, 0015 











oe 析 2038 








| Here picture ten thousand (万 ) workers emerg 
the plows (JJ) with which they have been WORKING HARD to bore the tunnel. This charac- 
E jj ter can also be used to express the idea of urging people on to such laborious efforts. 


ing from a tunnel inside a cliff(J ), pushing 


HORSE CHESTNUT (tree) 











栃木 県 と 5 ぎ け 4 Tochigi prefecture 
NEHME 0028, 0844 














BRIAR, thorn 


E) This kanji and the next one were among those added to the Joyo list for the specific reason 
that they are used in names of prefectures. Because they are used almost exclusively in these 


names (V1 in both entries), your time is better spent learning to read the names than learning 
these kanji for their own sake. ss 励 2037 














茨城 県 いばら きけ 4 Ibaraki prefecture 
—————— nwia at? 1298, 0844 


KOE いばら の か ん むり crown of thos ...1969 





safely ignore this difference. 








ENVIOUS 


| (See previous entry) As with 次 1454, the form used here differs slightly from 次 , but we can 





ty 


















うら や ( む ) うら や (まし い ) 











羨望 せん ぼう enyy,jealousy 
羨む 3506 envy, be jealous 
O 羨 まし い うら 5 や まし い envious, jealous; enviable 





Picture the sheep (==) coveting his neighbor's (ie. the next person’s) possessions: ENVIOUS. 
For all intents and purposes, it is fine to conflate iK with 次 next. va 4 1304 


























1YEAR 
2 -YEARS OLD 


ORA auro time 
! 歳入 さい に ゅ う revenue, annual income. ...0039 
^ 二 歳 未 満 に さい ぁみ まん 4 under two years old 





サイ セイ 





0003, 0271, 0179 


? VE は た ち twenty years old 0003, 0005 


万 歳 ば ん ざい Banzai/Hurrah/Long live ...! 0018 














| This kanji is used as the suffix “-YEARS OLD,’ though it is often replaced in this role by the 


homophonous 4 0652. It indicates the yearby-year aging process by placing 小 at the 
bottom (for childhood), 成 above that (for adulthood, recalling 成人 [せい じん , adultl), 
and finally JE. at the very top, for the end of one's YEARS. «= HX, 2042 


KIN 


O 親 戚 し ん せき relative 





セキ 




















È| Interpret 未 (not to be confused with 歩 0679) as an image of older (上 ) and younger (小 ) 
relatives together. With JX, guided spear, it suggests the passing on of duties from one 


generation to another within a KIN group. To distinguish from x, above: while one's aging 
process eventually stops (1k), one's KIN group does not (no 1E). «= 歳 2041 


YOUNGER SIBLING OF PARENT 


9 叔父 BU (Ue) unde (younger than one's 
parent) [cf 45 1184] 0100 


ORBE sid (= に しゅ < ぼ ) aunt (younger than one's 
parent) [cf. 伯 1184] 0104 





シュ ク 























0483 





常 |11 


中 


Because this kanji refers to both uncles and aunts that are younger than one's parent, we 


use "YOUNGER SIBLING OF PARENT" as its keyword. However, to refer to it more easily when 
it appears inside the three kanji that follow, we'll use uncle as the grapheme name. In this 
entry, we have "relative (zR) who lends you a hand (X.Y: uncle/aunt (YOUNGER SIBLING OF 


PARENT). ww 伯 1184 


GRACEFUL, refined 








シュ ク 











^ 


淑 德 し ゅ < と < feminine grace, womanly virtues 
1668 


淑女 U ゅ <C ょ lady, gentlewoman........... 0093 
ORB. て いし g< chastity, female virtue... 1867 








| Here we add water( 1) to uncle (ĦU) to suggest an uncle of purity and refinement: GRACEFUL/ 
refined. 





543 























LONESOME, desolate; elegant simplicity 








ジャ ク セキ 





さび さび (し い ) さび (れる ) 













9 静寂 せい じゃ く silence, quietness, stillness 0978 
PEL か 4 じゃ く quietness, tranquility... 1365 
俳句 ML は いく の さび the elegant simplicity of 

Talk 0740, 0166 

ORLO さび し ぃ lonesome, desolate 












1SUPERVISE: urge on 
2? COMMANDER 








トク 















OW E. mats supervision; manager, director 
20 


VEHIT S と くれ いす る urge on (one's subordi- 
MACOS) ies ace tah nn 2037 


TEHET と < そく < する urge, press, demand. 1604 
?提督 て いと < admiral 

















? GUY 





t 
vot 











1 农奴 の うど Serf 
@ 守 钱 奴 し ゅ せん と miser 0648, 1585 


2 ずるい 奴 Faveo [slang] sneaky guy, 
scammer 


@ 奴 等 ゃ っ 5 [slang] those guys, they........ 0393 


















| Picture this woman (31) as an evil mistress who uses her hand (X.) to slap a SLAVE. M2 GUY 
reflects this kanji’s use as an informal way to refer to a male. 





ド 
つと ( め る ) 

















(Continuing from the previous entry) Slapped by the mistress, the slave (4X) EXERTS himself 
with the plow (JJ). Note that the kanji incorporating 奴 follow its on-yomi, F. vs 7&& 2049 





O 努 力 と り ょ < endeavor, effort, exertion .… 0084 
努力 家 どり ょ < か hardworker......... 0084, 0219 

OZ つとめる endeavor, try hard 

努め て orbc with effort, as much as possible 


極力 努め る きょく < り ょ く つと ぬる do one’s best 
MERECE ETE 1712, 0084 














GET ANGRY TAR ふん と に ふん ぬ ) anger, rage, resentment 
1815 


O 激 げき と wild rage, fury 


- j 喜 怒 哀楽 き と ぁ ぃ 2< joy andanger emotion 
ド ー 1212, 1860, 0302 
いか が (る) お こ (る ORS いか る getangry 


ORS ぉ こる get angry; scold 


| (Continuing from 2047-48) Slapped slave (Ys heart Ù): ANGRY. Do not confuse with the 
name-use kanji Zl MAGNANIMITY. ss» 2% 2048 




















UNDERLING O 奴 隷 と れい slave, servant 


FTE nutes slavery, servitude; servile 
obedience 


隷属 れい そく subordination 


隷書 れい し ょ angular style of writing Chinese 
Characters 0079 














E: Recall 隶 hand spraying water from hose, introduced at ¥ 1608. Now picture 十 military 
man as a man in position of authority, standing on top of an altar (7R, which we might 
imagine here simply as some kind of raised platform) from which he hoses down his UNDER- 
LINGS. vs jj 2051 

















2 9 ! ARTICLE, subsection 1 条 款 じょう か ん article, stipulation, provision 0119 

A > 2FRIENDLY RELATIONS ! 約款 や っ か ん article, stipulation, provision 0170 
か em 人 ! 定款 て いか ん articles of association, company 

5 12 カン CONTAC .ce do id 0045 
J Y 借款 LeosA Joan sss 1220 
2 交 款 こう か ん exchange of cordialities......0102 



















j (Continuing from the previous entry) Now picture the military man (E) standing on the raised 
platform and reading out (of a wide-open mouth, 7K) the ARTICLES of a treaty of FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS between himself and his underlings. «= x 2050 














地殻 ちか < crust(oftheearth) .............. 





HUSK, shell 








甲殻 類 こう か くる い Crustacea ......... 1521,0310 

ORE pogs Shell 0082 

カク | 吸い 殻 すい が ら cigarette butt 1763 
か ら が ら 卵 の 殻 た ま ご の ヵ ら eggshel 1141 














| Simplify the next two entries by ignoring +E, ^7, and 4, which are held constant, and | 
focusing on the variable component at the lower left. Since 殻 refers to a grain's HUSK (or a 
shellfish’s shell), while & refers to the GRAIN itself, associate f rice (next entry) with GRAIN, 


a mata a4. m he Ned & > ASE ee 






GRAIN, cereal 


2 x 
New ORM こく < も っ grain, cereals |... 0172 
上 穀類 に < る ぃ grains 


> 五穀 ここ < the five cereals, (staple) grains. .0007 
14, N 

; 27 脱穀 機 た を っ << き thresher 1198, 0473 

atus 0696 


(See previous entry) v 殻 2052 


































MORTAR 臼歯 きゅう し molar 


脱臼 する た っ きゅう する dislocate... 1198 
石臼 ぃ し ぅ す stone mortar... 0403 





キュ ウ 
うす 











You have already seen this grapheme in some old forms, including those of 児 0772 (52) and 
挿 1597 ( 插 ). For the few modern forms in which it still appears (such as $X below), it is suf- 
ficient to use FẸ as a visual clue. By itself, it means MORTAR (i.e., grinding stone). 





BREAK, chip 






OSEE 2 き そ ん する damage, harm; defame 
15 









こぼれ る be chipped/nicked 
SNA こ ゎ れる break, get damaged [cf 壊 1666] 





キ 
こ ぼ ( れ る )* こわ (れる )* 











| Ed resembles a BROKEN object, lying on the ground (+). Picture for a moment this object 
before it was BROKEN, then imagine using this lance (42) to BREAK it. 


















"HONEST "REIL れん ちょ く integrity, uprightness ....... 0839 


2 CHEAP ! 廉 潔 な れん けつ な honest, incorruptible ... 1570 
ざ 和 破廉恥 な は れん ちな shameless, infamous, 

impudent ee. 0596, 1670 

d ②③ 廉価 な れん か な cheap, low-priced .… 0548 


2 廉 売 れん ば い bargainsale................... 0353 














| "shelter(J ") + combine (3E, see 1006)" suggests sharing a dwelling, an apt image for M2 
CHEAP. Associate this with MI HONEST via the idea of honest, frugal living. 





SICKLE KEE ぉ ぉ が ま scythe 


鎌倉 か まく 5 Kamakura [city in Kanagawa 
prefecture; seat of national government, 
118551333] 5 td se LT ee 0696 


鎌倉 時 代 か まく < ら じ だ い Kamakura period 
[Japanese historical era, approx. 1185-1333] 
ray e ee eee 0696, 0383, 0071 





か ま 














| Combine (3Ë) two pieces of metal (a blade and a handle) into a SICKLE. 














DISLIKE 嫌悪 りん 4 ぉ hatred, dislike, repugnance .....0546 
機嫌 き げ ん mood, temper, disposition .… 0473 
交際 を 嫌う こう さい を きら 3 shun society 
の 0102, 0638 
ゲン Een き ょ じ ん が きら い hate the Giants (base- 
A > (LVM) t Al TAM) iieii td 0483, 0015 
2 嫌 な 気持 ち い ゃ な きる ち unpleasant feeling 
NU cp SEE 0126, 0384 


| Women (1), as this character would have it, DISLIKE combining (3&) things, i.e., doing two 
女 38 | things at the same time. 





ケン 
きら ( 


























0583 
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HUMBLE, modest 謙虚 な けん 々 き ょ な humble, modest ......... 2003 
O 謙 譲 けん C ょ う modesty, humility........... 1662 
謙譲 語 けん じょう ご humble language/speech 
テン forms ,a srs ea 1662, 0222 

















HUMBLE, modest ORME りん そん humility, modesty 


Mae けん そ 4 ご humble language/speech 
2059, 0222 


不用 な ふ そ ん な arrogant, insolent 0049 
ME そ 4L ょ < inferiority 














| Picture a grandchild ( 1079) driving a modest truck (i. .): HUMBLE/modest. 











TURTLE 亀甲 きっ こう turtle's carapace, tortoiseshell 











ご 亀裂 きれ っ crack, fissure 0720 

x HEE うみ が め (sea)turtle 0106 
か め Of DRE か ゅ の こう 5 turtle's carapace, 

tortoiseshell ..... 1521, 0896 




















TRAIN, drill 



















OE nAU»5 practice, training ............ 
試練 し れん trial, test, probation ............ 1028 
訓練 <ANA training, drill .i 1927 

レン 熟練 じゅ < くれ 4 skill, dexterity................ 1436 

ね (る ) ね ( り )- ORFS ね る train, drill 




















E) Before being simplified, the next two entries contained 東 , not 東 , which explains why they 

are read レン , not トウ . To keep things simple, we will keep using the grapheme meaning all 
the way through, which in the present entry implies a thorough process of improving thread 
(%) or the cloth made from it. Associate this thorough process of improvement with the 
figurative senses TRAIN or drill. 








REFINE; train 錬金術 れん きん じゅ つ alchemy 





BREE NATO wWroughtiron 0564 
S 精錬 せい れん refining, smelting; tempering 
* J 0 0976 
6 
\ 製 鏡 を いれ ん smelting iss 0709 


ご 錬成 れん せい training, drilling 




















i (Continuing from the previous entry) Here, think of a similarly thoroughgoing process for 
REFINING metal ($) all the way through. Like the previous entry, this kanji can refer to train- 
ing people in a skill or discipline. 
















FORGE; train 鍛錬 する た ん れん する temper forge; train, 
ai 9 discipline... e reete 2063 
1 RI た 4 こう metalworker smith........... 0108 
: m O 鍛 える きた える forge, temper; train, drill...1641 
Y きた は る Eu Ne 
鍛冶 か じ forging, metalwork ............... 0951 











: Metal (S) + step (Ex 0521): suggests metal’s being FORGED in stages. Visualize the stages in 
the four horizontal strokes at the left of E. Like the previous two entries, this kanji can also 
mean train. 






































i D 10RE ざ 鉱 石 こう せき ore, minera 0403 

10 2MINE ! 鉄 鉱 て っ こぅ ironore 0564 

ie 2M Hi こう こう mine, shaft, pit 1641 

J) 2 コウ 2 鉱業 こう ぎょ う mining(ndustry) ............ 0498 

N < 炭鉱 た ん こう coal mine .i 1647 
2088 | "Metal ($) + wide VAY’ suggests the extensive course of a mineral vein: ORE; MINE. 




















COPPER, bronze 銅鉱 と うぅ こぅ copperore oo... 2065 
銅 線 と う せ ん copperwire ................... 0210 
銅山 と 5 う ざん coppermine 0037 
ドゥ 銅像 と うそ うぅ bronze statue/image.......... 1278 


〇 銅メダル と ぅ メダ ル bronze medal 




















E E. Back at 简 1838, we visualized |E] as a cross-sectional view of an insulated TUBE. Here, see 
金 167| itasa cross-section of an insulated electrical wire. $ refers to the metal used for the wire: 








COPPER. 
1533 
常 114 
LEAD 鉛 毒 ぇ ん と < lead poisoning 0133 
9 鉛筆 RAVO pencl 1605 
鉛筆 削り ぇ ん びっ けず り pencil sharpener 
co IM ニー ニコ ニー ピー ニー D ean Rg ic tel 1605, 1292 
な まり E$ あえ ん ZINC 0545 
Ohta な まり いる lead color livid .......... 0528 

















E | Review 舱 0669. Here, metal ($) is inserted into a rolling hoop: a LEAD pencil into a pencil 
4 167| sharpener. 








PIG IRON O 銚 鉄 せん て っ pigiron 

















| PIGIRON is iron at a stage of smelting prior to (4G) becoming cast iron or steel. This kanji 
was removed from the Joyo Kanji List in 2010. 
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STEEL O 鋼 鉄 こぅ て っ steel 0564 





鋼板 こう は ん に こう ば ん ) steelplate ......... 0924 
钢管 こう か 4 steel pipe/tubing............. 1839 
コウ 製鋼 せい こぅ steel manufacture............. 0709 
は が ね OBS は が ね いろ steelblue 0528 

















| Metal ($) hard enough to bore through a hill (Fi]): STEEL. «= $X 0564 








TOUGH, strong WIJ ご ぅ りき Herculean strength; mountain 
carrier/guide 0084 


金剛 石 こん ご ぅ せき diamond 0029, 0403 


OWE ご うけ ん fortitude and vigor, sturdiness; 
manliness 1610 


出 直 ご ぅ 3 ちょく moral courage, integrity 
HJE ご ぅ ゅ ぅ bravery, prowess 


JQ) A sword (1 ) hacking through a hill (网 ): TOUGH/strong. 

















‘ROPE 1 綱渡り っ な ゎ た り tightrope walking/walker 
0281 


2 
MAIN POINTS 1 手綱 た づな bridle, reins 


OHA よこ づな grand champion sumo wrestler 
0916 





?2 要 网 £525 outline, gist; general plan ....0547 











Thread (#) for climbing a hill (Fi]): ROPE. Associate this with M2 MAIN POINTS via the idea of 
a central guiding line or principle. es 网 2072 





漁網 き ょ る うぅ fishing net 


網状 組織 もう じょう そし き network, reticulum 
0616, 0264, 1088 


communications network 
0159, 0063 


铁道 网 て っ と うる うぅ railway network... 0564, 0158 
〇 金網 か な ぁみ wire netting, screen 


2872-| Identical to the previous entry, except that mountain (11) is replaced here by dead (È). 

条 120) Here, visualize 59-10 as two dead mosquitoes caught in a NET. Practice distinguishing 网 and 
ff] based on their variable component, and associating that component with the meaning. 
var 网 2071 
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て 縄文 じょう も 4 ん straw-rope pattern 0101 


縄文 時 代 じょう る 4 じ だ い Jomon period [Japa- 
nese historical era, approx. 14,000-400 BCE] 
0101, 0383, 0071 


ご 縄張り な ゎ ば り roping off; territory, turf ...2020 
RIDEU な ゎ と び rope jumping 
沖縄 ぉ き な ゎ Okinawa (city and prefecture) 0645 


Behold a long ROPE (L) with two knots tied in it (H and FA). Compare the right half of this 
character with & 2061. 

















火鉢 ひば ち brazier, hibachi 


菓子 鉢 か し ば ち bowl for confectioneries 
0602, 0094 





9 植木 钵 528126 flowerpot 
鉢巻 き は ちまき headband 
お 鉢 お は ち ricetub; one'sturn 











Metal ($) basis (AS), i.e., a metal object that supports from below: BOWL. 





连锁 nas chain [as of reasoning], link, series 
0582 


ESH きん ぐさ り gold chain 
〇 閉鎖 す る へ いさ する lock, close, shut 
封鎖 ふぅ さ blockade 
鎖国 さこ < national isolation, exclusion of 
foreigners 
Visualize $10 and S11 as links in a metal CHAIN fastened around S9 to secure a valuable shell 
or, if you prefer, money ( FL). vs 絆 2076 

















BONDS, fetters 友愛 の 絆 ゆ ぅ あい の きず な bonds of friendship 
0399, 0778 

強い 絆 で 結ば れん て いる つよ いき ず な で むす ば れ 
て いる tied by strong bonds 0423, 0516 




















| Visualize 57-8 as parts of a rope (#) strung around the top of S11 to tie a man down: BONDS/ 
fetters. «= 鎖 2075 








鍵盤 りん ば ん keyboard 


八 十 八 鍵 は ち じ ゅ う は っ けん eighty-eight keys 
(ofa keyboard) 0010, 0005 


鍵穴 か ぎ ぁ な keyhole 
O 鍵 を 掛け る か ぎ を か ける lock(adoor etc.) 1117 
勝敗 の 鍵 し ょ っ は い の か ぎ the key to victory 
0460, 0830 














Metal ($) + build (32): suggests a metal KEY for opening a building (建物 , た て も の ). 





O 釘 を 打つ < き を うっ driveanail 
釘 を 抜く < ぎ を ぬく pulla nail 


釘 を 差す < き を さす remind (someone) of, 
give a warning 





釘付け <x nailing; pegging: being 
stationary, being glued to 














Metal (&) NAIL ( J, review ÈJ 1024 if necessary). 





LOCK DOWN 


- 


こ imprisonment 


きん こ に ね ん two years’ imprisonment 
0312, 0003, 0117 

















@ 锭 前 じょう まえ lock 

! 手錠 て E ょ う handcuffs 

1 錠 を 掛け る じょう を か ける fasten a lock 
②③ 錠剤 じょう っ ざい pill, tablet 





2 糖衣 錠 と うい じょう sugar-coated pill...1616,0700 

















Metal ($) for fixing (72) things in place: LOCK. Also means PILL, which is easy to remember if 
you think of the round, tablet-like shape of some locks. 
























COME APART AT THE SEAMS 








OftU b ほこ ろ び る come apart atthe seams; unfold, 
bloom; break into a smile 

袖 の 縫い 目 が 綻び て いる そ で の ぬい め が ほ ころ び て 

いる Thesleeve's seam is unraveling 1531, 1380, 0021 





タン 
ほこ ろ ( び ぴる) 





綻び ほこ ろ び tear, rentseam 
破綻 は た 4 bankruptcy, failure 
破綻 国家 は た 4 こっ か failed state... 0596, 0075, 0219 

















Picture the thread (*) getting fixed (XE) in place (i. 


it starts unraveling: COME APART AT THE SEAMS. 


e., getting caught on something), so that 










電 鈴 で ん れい electric bell 














风铃 ふう りん wind chime 0425 

O 呼 び 鈴 uA. (call) bell, doorbell ........ 1765 

| レイ リン | 鈴蘭 すず 5 ん lilyofthevalley............... 1489 
すず 铃木 すず き Suzukifsurname] 0028 




















Metal ($) BELL (^, see 0229). wa 鐘 2083 





鐘楼 し ょ ぅ 2 ぅ belltower, belfry 
OSESli けい し ょ う alarm bell, warning 
鐘 乳 洞 し ょ うに ゅ ぅ とう stalactite cave 0160, 1842 








O 鐘 の 音 か ね の ね abell's toll 











£j Here we observe a child (Œ) standing on an adult's shoulders and tolling a large metal (8) 


BELL. This kanji refers to large bells that toll, not to 
latter, use 2? 2082). va $F 2082 


PUPIL (of the eye) 


small bells that jingle or ring (for the 


9 瞳孔 と 5 こう pupil 
瞳子 と うし pupil 
EO ひと ぁみ の pupilary 





ドウ 
ひと み 





| BEA otatcot strain one’s eyes 











Let child (Œ) suggest the smallest part of the eye ( 





H): PUPIL. 












} V 憧れ の 的 ぁ こ が れ の ま と object of envy; idol 
eI 0169 
z imm 有名 人 に 憧れ る ゆう めい じん に あこ が れる adore 
* A TAE acelebrity .oo 0400, 0269, 0015 


YEARN AFTER 





〇 憧れ ぁ こ が れ yeaming, longing 





















YEARNING AFTER with the heart (^ ) of a child (Œ). A sample on-yomi compound appears in 
the next entry. 









YEARN AFTER 


TER] し ょ うけ い の ま と (に どう けい の ま と ) object 
ofenvy; idol ee 0169 

















| A scene ($ 1280) that fills one’s heart (+) with longing: YEARN AFTER. 












¥ | Refers to someone or something that is MEAN or despised. Like 44. 0462, it resembles a stick 
figure with a box head (H) and simple body. See the short diagonal stroke (S7) as the figure's 












MEAN, despicable 卑 届 な ひく < っ な mean;serile............... 


卑劣 な ひれ っ な mean, base, cowardly.… 1743 
FH ゃ ひ vulgarity, meanness.............. 0534 
t OBL t ぃ ゃ し い mean, lowly; seedy 

いや (し い ) いや (し む ) いや (し め る ) HELD い ゃ し む despise, look down on 




























line of vision, pointing down from the head toward some MEAN, lowly thing it looks down 
on. a Hi 0462 











MONUMENT 





碑文 ひ ぶ ん epitaph, inscription............ 

石碑 せき ひ stone monument, tombstone 0403 
墓碑 ほ ひ tombstone, gravestone .......... 1340 
歌碑 か ひ monumentinscribed Mithatanka 





トー 
ヒ 














Though we should not carry over the idea of MEAN or despicable from the previous entry, we 
can visualize =. inside this character physically looking down at the stone, for fi represents a 
tombstone or other stone MONUMENT placed on the ground. Note that both kanji incorpo- 

rating $- follow its on reading, t. 


PARALYSIS 





E 
し び ( れ る ) 








〇 麻痺 まひ paralysis 


小児 麻痺 し ょ うに まひ infantile paralysis, 
poliomyelitis, polio 0034, 0772, 0852 


ORNA し びれ る gonumb 
痺れ し びれ numbness 











An illness ( ) that, as this character would have it causes one to be looked down on (E): 


PARALYSIS. 


DEMON, ghost 











9 鬼神 きじ ん (= き し ん , お に が み ) departed spirit, 

ghost terrible god 0316 

移籍 に 入る きせ き に いる paseo 
"RUE siz hag, witch 

OFF SEO HL し ご と の お に demon for work, fierce 

0371, 0080 

見 刑事 ぉ に け ぃ じ crack detective ....0722, 0080 








(| An appropriately heinous image of a DEMON, this unlovely stick figure with its nose (2s) 


lopped off. «= 魔 2095 


LUMP, mass 





カイ 
か た まり 








金塊 きん か い nugget, gold ingot 
土塊 と か い = に っ ちく れ ) dirt clod 
〇 団塊 だ 4 か い mass, lump 


団塊 世代 た ん か いせ だ い baby-boom genera- 
0649, 0604, 0071 


血 の 塊 ちの か た まり clot of blood 0198 








1 "Demon (県 )-soil (£)”: LUMPY soil. 





シュ ウ 


み に く ( い ) 





-j 





OB Ue» ugly repulsive 
BER] し ゅ うぶ 4 scandal 
美 醒 wue5 beauty or ugliness 
O 醒 い みにくい ugly 








| A demon (9À), liquored (fi): an UGLY spectacle. 











SOUL, spirit ORZ と うこ 4 fighting spirit 
RABE し ょ ぅ こ 4 salesmanship, commercial 
enthusiasm 





鎮魂 曲 ちん こん きょく requiem 1719, 0503 
OKABE や ま と だ まし い soul of Japan; Japanese 
spirit 0033, 0236 

















9 魅力 aa< charm, appeal 


魅力 的 な みり ょ く て き な charming, fascinating 
0084, 0169 


魅惑 み ゎ < fascination, enchantment, charm 
11 





0958 











See 未 not yet as a CHARM the demon (4) has not yet utilized. See his limb reaching way 
over to the right (S8), clutching this powerful CHARM, waiting for just the right moment to 
cast it upon you... not yet... not yet... 





DEMON, devil 悪魔 ぁ < ま devil, demon, Satan 
邪魔 じゃ ま hindrance, obstruction 
R ま < っ den of iniquity [thieves] 
〇 魔法 まほ うぅ magic, sorcery, witchcraft 
魔術 まじ ゅ っ magic, sorcery, witchcraft 














| Review 麻 0852 through 暦 0854, which contain important notes regarding *. Here and in 
two other entries that follow shortly, we return to J™. In this entry, we observe a demon (見 ) 
on hemp. The drug's effect goes beyond that of liquor (in 本 2092); indeed, it turns him from 
a mere DEMON into a devil. «= 鬼 2090 











ET FEAR 長居 する いふ する fear; bein awe (of) ..... 1634 
EH MTS いけ いす る revere, hold in awe... 0805 
O 長 縮 す る いし ゅ < する cower, shrink from...0875 
"- s iy ORNS stna fear [cf 21633] 
お そ ( れ ) お そ ( れ る ) Bit ぉ それ fear [df 2 1633] 















F096 Behold the FEARful image of a man dressed in a flowing cloak (from AX) with a featureless 
HH 102| four-square head (EH), resembling a demon (¥&). «s Z 1633, 界 0612 


2218 


EIE | 常 9 














9 印刷 い ぃ 4 さっ printing 
増刷 そう さっ additional printing, ON 
223 





第 四 版 三 刷 だ いよ ん は ん さん さっ fourth Pm 
third printing 1191, 0006, 0923, 0004 


Ofgj2 する print 
校正 刷り こう せい ずり galley proofs ...0103, 0043 


j Here visuals slicing ( 1] ) a cloth (11), laying it on a door(F, used as a flat surface), and 
then PRINTING a design on it. 


サッ 
*0) 40» -FY 














RUB, chafe 0 擦 过 伤 さっ か し ょ う abrasion, scratch...0464, 1307 
〇 擦り傷 すり きず abrasion, scratch 
Hn くっ ずれ shoe sore 
| サッ 股 擦れ また ずれ saddle sore 
す ( る ) す ( れ る ) - ず ( れ ) 擦れ 違う すれ ちがう pass by each other, UST 














| Ignore the meaning inspect, and simply see £% as a very jagged surface. Picture the hand (F) 
RUBBING itself up against the serrated, snaggy points along the left side of 2%, and imagine 
the feeling of painful chafing and abrasion. 











m RUB AGAINST Opti まさ っ friction; rubbing, chafing ......2098 

à 摩耗 する まる うす る wear away, wear out... 1644 

ER d£ wear, defacement............... 1149 

: マ 摩天楼 ま て 4 ろう 3 skyscraper.......... 0270, 1957 
14 











(Continuing from the previous entry) Now picture F RUBBING AGAINST abrasive hemp (P*), 
and imagine the same harsh scratching sensation. ms 磨 2100 

















2740 
15 
POLISH ER まめ っ wear, defacement............... 1149 
O 研 磨 す る けん ます る grind, polish; study nm 
brushUD s ecce Sene 
z — OR? ぁ が < polish, grind 
み が ( く ) 磨き 上 げ る みがき ぁ げ る polishup.......... 0041 
歯磨 き は みがき toothpaste; brushing one's 
6 0674 

















Now imagine POLISHING a stone ( 石 ) with a hemp ( 麻 ) brush. This character is interchange- 
Æ 112| able with the previous entry in some compounds. $s B 2099 


2744 


常 |16 


Jt 
uo 
^4 




















1 2 5 
オウ 
ぼ こ * 


CONCAVE 






















OPH お うめ ん concavesurlace 
四 地 2555 hollow pit... 0187 
凹レンズ ぉ うぅ レ ンズ concave iens 


凹 版 印刷 おぉ ぅ は ん いん さっ intaglio printing 
ES 0923, 0231, 2097 















2 
i トッ 
"CT 


CONCAVE shape. 


CONVEX 











ad 
凹凸 ぉ うと っ unevenness, irregularities. ...2101 












O 西 面 と っ ゅ ん convexsurface. 
Pf と っ か < Conyexangle .i 0342 
Erh ぉ で こ brow, forehead 


Ortu で て でこぼこ unevenness, roughness; 
imbalance .i 2101 
















4 CONVEX shape. 


1 
2 


DEDICATE, offer 








た て まつ (る ) 








〇 泰 納 す る ほ 2 の うす る dedicate (to a deity), offer 
a ea a a hae ne 1156 
奉献 する ほう けん する offer (to ashrine) …1157 
奉公 ほう こう public service: domestic service, 
apprenticeship ee 0089 
RTS ほう た いす る be presided over, live 
under; accept reverentially.................. 1914 
OS た て まっ る dedicate, offer respectfully 





















w 


AX evokes an image of a row of small torii gates, as one often sees lined up covering path- 
ways in Shinto shrines (if you haven't seen such a pathway, do an image search for “Fushimi 
Inari Taisha" or "Fushimi Inari Shrine,’ where the most famous of these pathways is located). 
The association is relevant, for Æ is always written on these small torii gates, which people 
or companies DEDICATE to a shrine. See $6-8 as a man holding a new torii gate offering in 
his outstretched arms, and setting it in place: an ideal image for DEDICATE/offer. 


my 捧 2108, Æ 2104 


トー- 


PLAY MUSIC 





ソウ 
か な (で る ) 














O 演 奏する ぇ ん そう する perform, play........ 
伴奏 ば ん そう accompaniment.............. 0743 
独奏 と < を ぅ solo i 0346 


吹奏 楽 すい そう が く wind (instrument) music, 
brass MUSIC …『… ee 1764, 0302 


〇 ピア ァ アノ を 奏で る ピア ァ ノ を か な で る play the piano 














S8-9 are all that differs from the previous entry. There, the vertical $8 suggested the dedicators 
upright body, whereas here, it splits into the two curving strokes 8 and 9. This makes the 
lower part of the character resemble the upper part in miniature, so that 奏 can be seen 

as an adult-child duet on the koto: the large diagonal strokes are adult's hands, PLAYING 
MUSIC on à full-size koto; the short diagonal strokes represent child's hands, PLAYING MUSIC 
on a child-size koto (the horizontal strokes show the strings). Let the point of divergence 
between Z and 4 suggest the meaning of each character. «= Æ 2103 











TRANQUIL 〇 泰平 た い へ ぃ tranquility, perfect peace. ...0334 
泰 然 た る た いぜん た る calm, composed; firm 
0760 





安泰 ぁ ん た い peace, security, tranquility. .0096 
泰国 た いこ < Thailand 


日 泰 に っ た ぃ Japan and Thailand, Japanese-Thai 
0001 














E. With K water at the bottom, this entry is a bit easier to distinguish from the previous two. 
It presents a scene of calming waters under a shelter: TRANQUIL. Do not confuse this entry 
or the previous one with the name-use kanji 秦 , used in reference to the QIN DYNASTY of 
China and in the Japanese surname Hata. v 漆 1002 


ご 俸給 ほう きゅう salary, pay 
年 俸 ね ん ぼう annual salary 
減 人 げん ぼう salary cut 














| 2106| An oer( 奉 ) made to a man (4 ): SALARY. 





ROD, stick O 鉄 棒 て っ ぽう iron rod; horizontal bars 

棒状 ぽう じょう rod-shaped 

棒 立 ち ぽう だ ち standing bolt upright......0067 
棒 で 殴る ぽう で な ぐる hitwitharod/dub.…1387 
THES ぁ い ぼう pal, mate, companion, partner 。 

















Offerings (5) from a tree (#): RODS and sticks! 


OFFER RESPECTFULLY 〇 捧げ る ささ げ る hold up; offer; dedicate 

捧げ 物 ささ げ も の offering, sacrifice 0172 
WETS ほう て いす る dedicate, offer ......0587 
ホウ ^| 捧 持 す る ほう じす る holdup, bear 0384 
ささ ( げ る ) 

















i Remember by association with Æ 2103. F reinforces the idea of OFFERING by suggesting 
the sense of “handing to.” vs Æ 2103 





















WITHSTAND, endure 





タイ 
た (える ) 








耐水 fore waterproof 
E た いね つ heat-resistant 


忍耐 (CAR perseverance, patience, 
endurance .i 1095 


耐久 性 た いき ゅ う せ い endurance; durability, life 
0904, 0128 


Waldes 0026 
















| This is the first time we've encountered 而 , not to be confused with {it 0824. Picture 而 
as branching roots. In this entry, we observe roots WITHSTANDING/enduring the strained 
attempts of an outstretched arm (^] ) to pull them out of the ground. 


SPIRIT, soul 
















Æ ぽう れい departed spirit, ghost........ 
霊魂 れい こん spirit,soul .5 2093 
ORE hoza cemetery park 0856 
Pan れい ほう sacred m mountain 












Here let ^* represent “the heavens.’ We can interpret the bottom portion as if it were 3f. lined 
up, suggesting the straight, undeviating path to the heavens that SPIRITS take. es # 2111 


DEMAND, need 




















需給 Uw きゅう 3 supply and demand.......... 


特需 CU emergency demand, special 
procurements sss 


外 需 sve foreign demand............... 0266 
需要 Ue? demand 
必需 品 ひっ じゅ ひん necessities 

















Roots (而 ) DEMAND rain (^F). vs» SE 2110 


-一 
ジュ 


ぬ ( れ る ) ぬ ( ら す ) 












ONA ぬれ る getwet: make love 
濡らす mo wet moisten 

NE ぬれ て wethands .i 0046 
露 に 濡れ た つゆ に ぬれ た wetwith dew.…. 
濡れ 事 ぬれ ご と loveafair ................. 





12 | In response to the roots’ demand (38), water ( 1 ): WET roots. «= 漏 218 








CONFUCIANISM 儒教 bg きょう Confucianism 
O 偽 学 bg が < Confucianism 

















Confucian philosophy is less concerned with questions of the soul and the afterlife than it 
is with the problems of humans in this world. This outlook is aptly expressed in the kanji 
for CONFUCIANISM, which refers to the demands (35) of man (4 ). Note that the East Asian 
terms for Confucianism (V1-2) in fact make no reference to Confucius (孔子 , see 1559). 


EDGE, extremity り 極端 き x< た ん extreme, extremity, pole. ...1712 
炉端 ろば た fireside 


尖端 せん た ん pointed end, tip; REN 
y vanguard 





HL は は た - ば た 先端 せん た ん frontend, tip; vanguard 
O 紐 の 端 ひも の は し end ofa string 














| This is the only kanji in this course in which Y appears as a hen. To remember that it means 
EDGE/extremity, picture the man standing precariously at the EDGE of a mountain (111), 
holding on for dear life to some exposed tree roots (W). 


ONE (in legal documents) 壱 億 円 いち 5 ぉ < ぇ ん ahundred million yen 
0622, 0013 











L. 








^ This kanji belongs to the special set used for writing numbers in bank notes and other legal 

documents, as a way to prevent people from adding strokes to easily altered characters (such 
as ~~). Here picture a military man ( (E) who owns only ONE spoon ( ビ , the one in his mess 
kit), which he therefore keeps well covered (^7). & — 0002 


BUDDHIST NUN O 尼 僧 に そ ぅ 3 nun, sister; (Buddhist) priestess 
1 


TEE ぜん に Zennun 
修道 尼 し ゅ うと うぅ に nun 
xx O 尼 寺 ぁ ま で 5 nunnery, convent 

















Picture a BUDDHIST NUN trying to escape from a nunnery by digging a hole under the 
(locked) door (P?) with a spoon (K). 








9 泥土 て いと mud, mire 
ps UM に とろ みず ) muddy water, IN 





oy nae うん で い の さ great difference [as 
between clouds and mud] 0897, 0937 


0 泥沼 と 2 ぬ ま bog: quagmire 
泥棒 と ろ ぼ ぅ thief, crook 


i (Continuing from the previous entry) In the process of digging her way out of the nunnery, 
the nun (JE) strikes water(¥ ), creating MUD. The reading 7 4 is unique in this course. 


どろ 














O 漏 洩 る ろう えい leakage, disclosure 

漏電 ろう で ん short circuit, leakage 

漏出 ろう し ゅ っ leak 
ay 〇 ガス が 漏れ て いる ガス が も れ て いる gasis 
も (る ) も (れる ) も ( ら すず) Mg 


小便 を 漏らす し ょ うべ ん (= し ょ ん べ ん ) を も ら す 
wet one's pants 0034, 0890 


1 Rainwater (FJ, Y ) coming through the "PUES LEAK, vs ii; 2112 

















illi; は 454 flood; oversupply 














Water (1 ) + broken body (©): FLOOD. ss {FL 1632 





CATALOG 9 语 莫 ご い vocabulary, glossary 


Ree IT Cv (the breadth of) one's 
vocabulary 0222, 0084 


SEXE じい dictionary 
葉 報 い ほ ぅ bulletin 

















á Visualize $1-5 as some kind of device being used to measure fruit trees (È), in an effort to 
compile systematic information about them, i.e., to CATALOG them. 








A CERTAIN 











Ll 


某 日 ほう じ っ a certain day 
OR FE ぼう 3 し acertain person 
某所 ぼう しょ acertain place 
某 女 ほぼ 2C ょ Ms.So-and-so 
某 博士 ぼう は か せ DEX 0983, 0350 





2 You should usually avoid remembering a kanji's meaning with a memorized phrase. For this 


words, “A CERTAIN tree (7X) with sweet (I) nectar” 





a d SCHEME, plot 
X 


ボウ ム 
は か (る ) 











entry, however, the definition is itself a phrase (“A CERTAIN"), so you might simply learn the 


By using this cryptic phrase, a bee colony 


avoids identifying the tree, and so keeps the nectar to itself. 1> 果 0599 


9 谋略 ぽう りゃ < stratagem, scheme, plot .... 0791 
陰謀 いん ぼう 3 scheme, plot, conspiracy .…1311 
共謀 きょう ぼう conspiracy, collusion.… 0356 
深 護 し ん ぼう ぅ deeply laid plan............... 1715 

ORES は か る scheme, plot, contrive 








= 


acquire the tree' sweet nectar. In discussing (7) the 


(Continuing from the previous entry) Imagine a clandestine SCHEME/plot among the bees to 


ir SCHEME, they maintain strict secrecy 


L3 regarding the tree's location by referring to it only as “a certain tree with sweet nectar.’ 
1 課 0600 


Lat] 


MEDIATE 











媒介 ぱぃ い かい mediation, intervention, 
intermediation 


媒質 ば いし っ medium 
9 媒体 rožu medium 
触媒 し ょ < ば い catalyst 
SEE れい ば い (spiritualistic) medium 





EF] (Continuing from 2121-22) Now picture the worker bees flying back and forth between the 





4 OFFICER 











certain tree with sweet nectar and their queen (4): MEDIATE. 





O 大 尉 た いい captain iiis 0033 
中 尉 ちゅ うい firstlieutenant 0035 
少尉 し ょ うい second lieutenant ............. 0677 











an outstretched arm (“F ), showing the OFFICERS in. 


1504 


常 111 


Hm 








This kanji can be visualized as the entrance to an OFFICERs' club. Through its doorway H, we 
can see one of the tables inside (here shown as an altar 示 ). At the right is a doorman with 

















CONSOLE, cheer up 











イ 





ハバ WW | な ぐさ ( め る ) な ぐさ ( む ) 





ーー トー 










ORE oh comforting the spirits of the dead 
oe tnu dan uen SU LR Big As io sca 2110 


慰霊 祭 いれ いさ い memorial service. ..2110, 0637 
“is ちょ うい condolence, sympathy........ 1186 
OROA な < さめ る console, cheer up 
RA な ぐさ ぁみ amusement, pastime 













| When soldiers are killed in battle, the duty of notifying their families falls to an officer (it). 
Here we observe an officer trying his best to CONSOLE a broken heart (/L?). 





DAIRY PRODUCTS 














| 乳酪 c ゅ 5< dairy products................ 0160 












酷 農 5< の ぅ daiyfarming .i 
酷 农家 らく の うぅ か dairyfarmer......... 0511, 0219 
O 酷 製品 5 くせ いひ 4 dairy products ...0709, 0301 


BERE 5< さ 4 butyricacid oo... 














FERMENT 


| Recall that & can mean either liquor or ferment. In this entry, we thus obtain “ferment + 
cabin ( 各 )/ suggesting the production of yogurt and cheese in a barn: DAIRY PRODUCTS. 



















酵素 に うそ ferment; enzyme ............... 
ORE} zag yeast; ferment 0104 
酵母 菌 こっ ぼ き ん yeastfungus........ 0104, 1729 
発酵 は っ こう fermentation, zymosis ........ 








alcoholic parent to drink. 





SOY SAUCE; salted/fermented food 


4 Ferment (Ñ) + filial piety(2): picture the child ( 子 ) piously FERMENTING liquor for his 














— 














OEH し ょ う ゆ SOY SAUCE .i 
生 醤 油 きじ ょ う ゅ puresoysauce......0036, 0433 


魚 醤油 うお じょう ゆ sauce made from fermented 
SN 0492, 0433 











Your starting point here should be the word し ょ う ゆ (SOY SAUCE), which is easy to remember 
from its homophony with the English word derived from it “soy.’ You can then recognize this 
kanji by the presence of 将 0614, which indicates the on reading ショ ウ and ferment (V8), 
which refers to the sauce's fermentation from soybeans. ss 3 0615 




























VINEGAR 酢酸 さ < さ 4 aceticacid 0800 
OO 酢の物 す の も の pickleddish ............... 0172 

| 酢 料理 すり ょ うり pickled dish 0758, 0532 

サク ポン 酢 ポン ず ponzu(sauce made from soy 

す sauce and citrus juice) 











: 1 * Liquor (F) that cuts like a saw (F): VINEGAR. 
FA 164 


Lj 
1373 


常 |12 














SHOCHU (Japanese distilled liquor) CO 焼 酎 し ょ うち ゅ うぅ shochu (Japanese distilled 
0769 


liquor) 





| Outstretched arm (^] ), reaching for a bottle (B) of SHOCHU. 








POUR WINE 








\ lp 


< ©) 











ORB) g ぃ us< matchmaking 






手 本 て じゃ < self-service in sake drinking... 0046 
晚 酌 ば ん し ゃ く eveningdrink................ 1275 
OWE <e drink, have a drink 


酒 を 醒 み 交わ す さけ を くみ か わす drink 
together, help one another to sake. ..0797, 0102 





















Fay 
っ (る ) 20) っ つり ひ )- 








j half-empty bottle in S10, which he’s tipping just now, decanting a glass of red for his guest. 





沖 釣 り ぉ き づ り offshore fishing 
釣り 糸 っ り ぃ と fishing line 

OSIER outa change (for money) 
お 釣り ぉ っ り change (for money) 
釣鐘 っ り が ね hanging bell 








| (Continuing from the previous entry) Here the elephant aims downward with a wire tied to a 
metal (&) fishhook, angling it (as shown in S11) toward the surface of a pond: ANGLE. 




















(RAISE) LIVESTOCK 






















OFZ か ちく domesticanimals, livestock....0219 


畜产 业 ちく さん ぎょ う stock- raising industry 
2 1, 0498 


牧畜 ぼく ちく esa oing ee 








LIVESTOCK. os & 2134 





STORE UP 





チク 
た くわ (える ) 








| var 畜 2133 





PROFOUND, occult 


Fi Review ff 0489 RAISE, from which we'll borrow the i image of a E — s head and 
broad shoulders (51-2). Here it represents a breeder, raising a child (XA) of the xdi: 








Here we observe the rearing breeder STORING UP grass (++) for his livestock (#4) to eat. 














L 









O$fÉ ちく せき accumulation, stockpiling. ... 0832 
Rr 5 ちょ ちく する save (money), En 
0442 





ii sk savingforemergency, storing... 0715 
fd wb implication, significance, 
suggestiveness |... ee 1771 
〇 燃料 を 著 え る ね ん りょう を た くわ える store up fuel 
"ERR 0761, 0758 

















ZUR げん みょう な abstruse, occult, mysterious 
1746 


玄米 げん まい unpolished rice 
KA < ろ ぅ と expert, masterhand........... 



















DAZZLING; dizzying 





10 ゲン 
ま ぶ ( し い ) ま ば ゅ ゆ ( い ) 





i Now we'll leave behind “breeder and once again see 一 as a rearing parent. Observe how 
he shelters his child (^) from the world, hiding her in deep darkness beneath his broad 
shoulders: PROFOUND/occult. «= % 2158 


















O 骸 し い まぶし い dazzling, glaring 


骸 し い 日 光 まぶし い に っ こう glaring SUME 
Mee nor oet dose unde irs ate men sees ,0137 


Bre まばゆい dazzling, glaring 


上 肪 惑 さ れる げん わく され る be dazzled; be 
bewildered .i 1153 











j| Now imagine the child emerging from profound/occult (&) darkness and suddenly exposing 
her eyes (H) to bright light: DAZZLING. 











i MUTTER 








8 ゲン 
つぶ や ( く ) 








O 咳 く つぶ ゃ < mutter, mumble; murmur 
咳 き っ ぶ ゃ き muttering, mumbling; murmuring 




















WHISPER 





ささ や ( く ) 








H Mouth (L1) speaking in an occult (2) manner (i.e., unintelligibly): MUTTERING. Note that 
all four kanji incorporating & in the phonetic position, including the two that appear a few 
entries further ahead, follow its on reading, ゲン . «= HZ 2163 


OWE< ささ ゃ < whisper, murmur 
MEX ささ や き whispering, murmuring 















SPEAK, chat 









Fav 
し ゃ べ ( る ) 








| Three ears (£F) gather closely around a WHISPERING mouth (L1). This easily remembered 
image represents a class of high stroke-count but intuitive kanji that have become an appeal- 
ing choice for writers since the invention of keyboard kanji input. 





〇 喋る Les speak, talk, chatter 
日 本 語 で 喋る に ほん ご で し ゃ べ る speakin 
Japanese 0001, 0031, 0222 
ペラ ベラ と 喋る ペラ ベラ と し ゃ べ る blabber, 
have a big mouth 
お 喋り ぉ し ゃ べり talk, chat, chitchat 





























the mouth (| 1), symbolizing light, fluent conversation: SPEAK/chat. 


OLLIE ひ ゅ simile, metaphor................. 


IB $< simile... 0839 
ESAE vA metaphor .oe. 1312 


3| vag allusion .i 











4 ft is the old form of fij (package of sliced meat), not standardized with 輸 0945, etc. when 
the present entry was added to the Joyo list. Read both forms interchangeably. Here we 

observe a mouth (LT) LIKENING something metaphorically to sliced meat, perhaps by calling 
it “the best thing since sliced meat,’ if you will. 











1 DEPRESSION, gloom 
2 CONGESTED, pent up 










ウツ 























4 Illustrates the same point about high stroke count kanji mentioned in i above. Simply asso- 
ciate this kanji's oppressively crowded, dense, confined look with feelings of DEPRESSION 
and CONGESTION. Use the upper part of È as a visual focus for producing these sensations. 


STRING (of a bow or musical instrument) 








、 
つる 








VEELK ぅ っ つう ぅ つと し た gloomy, pessimistic 
OS うっ びょう depression 
! 憂鬱 ゅ ぅ ぅ っ depression, melancholy.......0779 


VERILY うぅ うっとうしい gloomy, depressing; dull, 
CIOUdY nn sn eu 1372 


2 鬱 血 3 っ けっ blood congestion 















OSEE wA string music 
調 弦 ちょ う げ ん tuning 0306 


管弦 楽団 か ん げん が くだ ん orchestra 
AS tate Re 1839, 0302, 0649 


GIE ゆみ づる に ゆ ゅ づる ) bowstring........... 0421 
















GUNWALE 





à In the next two entries, | suggest you ignore & profound/occult, and use visual shortcuts 
instead. Here, visualize $5 as a STRING the child (%4) attaches to the bow. 





























RUDDER, helm 





ダ 
か じ 















航 側 げん そく sideofaship .i 
WLI WAS porthole .i 0558 
HEFT げん る ん gangway oo... 0447 

OERE さげ 4 port(leftside of aship)......... 0401 

9 右 航 う げん starboard (right side of a ship) 0402 













9 舵手 だ し ゅ helmsman, coxswain............ 


能 機 なき rudder 0473 
方 向 能 ほう こう だ rudder 0173, 0183 
O 能 を 取る か C を と る takethehelm .......... 0059 
EHU) か じ と り guidance; leader............ 0059 














Visualize L^ as a RUDDER protruding from the stern of a boat (È), and ~ as the helmsman's 
arm, reaching out to adjust the RUDDER'S direction. = 蛇 2297, 航 2143 











1 PHANTOM, illusion 幻覚 げん か < illusion, hallucination.........0325 
幻像 げん そ ぞ ぅ phantom, vision, illusion ....1278 








幻想 げん そう fantasy, illusion ............... 0683 
i ゲン SIR vA disillusionment.............. 1149 
まぼろし £J*iB) ) まぼろし を お ぉ う pursue phantoms.…1181 














Lacking the "ear" stroke (see 局 0256), J is not an elephant, but only the illusion of one. It 
is only a PHANTOM elephant, a figment of the child (ys imagination. «= 幼 2147 














0159 
常 | 4 
1 QUIET AND SECLUDED: deep hidden 幽谷 ゅ ぅ こく deep ravine, secluded valley... 1034 
MAL ゆう じゃ く な quiet, sequestered ......2045 
KZA ゅ うぅ げん な profound; occult......... 2135 
ユウ Ok SE ゆう れい ghost, apparition …… 2110 
KI ゅ 2 き departed soul, ghost............ 2090 











Two children (3^ Y), each hiding deep in the quiet seclusion of a mountain (LL) chasm: 
QUIET AND SECLUDED: deep hidden. 






























2592 
常 | 9 
5 VERY YOUNG O 幼 児 よう 3 じ young child, infant.............. 0772 
幼年 よう ね 4 infancy, childhood 0117 
. 老 幼 5545 old people and children ......0629 
ヨウ | 幼い ぉ さき な い very young, infantile 
お さ な ( い ) ご 幼馴染 み ぉ さ な な じみ childhood friend 
の 1926, 1174 















" L 
| Here think of the plow (JJ) as a tool for cutting. With X^, this suggests a child just now cutting 
its teeth: VERY YOUNG child. «= ZJJ 2160, J 2145 














0168 
*5 
CHILD RES ba childishness sss 0126 
^ 稚 押 な ちせ っ な childish, unskillful......... 1833 
:A b 稚児 ちご infant, child .i 0772 
チ 幼稚 な ょ うち な childish, infantile, crude.…2147 
幼稚 園 ょ うち ぇ ん kindergarten .......2147, 0856 











i In the next several entries try to visualize the small bird (f£) performing various actions (or in | 
one case, having an action done to it). In this entry, we observe a small bird carrying rice (f) 
home to its CHILD. The reading チ is easy to associate with CHILD. «= HE 2152 




















FIBER: hold together 


繊維 せん ぃ fiber textile 


ご 維持 する いじ する maintain, keep (up), 
preserve e ss thun 0384 











維新 いし 4 renovation, restoration 


明治 維新 めい じい し 4 Meiji Restoration (1868) 
ed do a 0024, 0950, 0275 








' INFER 
2? PUSH FORWARD 


スイ 
お ( す ) 





Small bird (fË) carrying thread (#) FIBERS for holding together its nest. 


! 推定 する すい て いす る presume, infer......0045 
推测 すい そく conjecture, supposition.......0627 
1 推し 量 る お し は か る conjecture, surmise, guess 

0538 


4 会長 に 推す か いち ょ うに ぉ す recommend 





(someone) for the post of president. . .0226, 0091 





BE Hand (+) PUSHING small bird (££) FORWARD. Noting V4, you might think of it as the 
same small bird as the one in 进 0191 ADVANCE, now needing a friendly PUSH in order to 
start advancing. Also means INFER, in the sense of pushing a logical argument forward from 


evidence to a conclusion. 


PILE UP 





タイ 
うず た か ( い )* 

















9 堆积 大 ws accumulation, pile 


堆積 岩 た いせ き が ん sedimentary rock 
0832, 1649 


堆肥 た いひ compostpile 
( 氷 ) 堆 石 (ひょう ) た いせ き moraine 
MEC うず た か い piled high 





Small bird (ÍË) PILING UP earth (£). 


1SPINE 
2 CHINQUAPIN 





ツイ 
し い * 











@ 椎 骨 っ いこ っ vertebra 
1 腰椎 <52w Iumbarvertebra 


! 槍 間 板 つい か 4 ば ん intervertebral disk 
0448, 0924 


2 椎茸 * し いた け shiitake (mushroom) 
2 椎 の 実 し い の ぁみ sweetacom 











E Picture the small bird (££) as a woodpecker, pecking a hole in a CHINQUAPIN tree (#) or, 
alternatively, in your SPINE. se f£ 2148 

















OHE せき っ ぃ spine, backbone 


脊椎 動物 せき つい と うぶ っ vertebrate 
NR これ 2152, 0540, 0172 








无 符 椎 动物 むせ きっ つい とう ぶつ invertebrate 
JR OFEN 0048, 2152, 0540, 0172 

脊椎 破壊 せき っ い は か い vertebral destruction 
NS ot MERIT MG DNR 2152, 0596, 1666 








Picture $3-6 as sets of ribs, surrounding a SPINE (A). H signals the general category body 


part. va ¥ 0124 





CHICK, doll 





OEE ugen fledgling (esp. chicken) ...... 0340 


Of IE otizA*x5 dolls [usu. displayed in 
tiers]... cte E ,0147 





AU Ya 
ひな ひよ こ 





雛 祭 り ひな まっ り bd s 
雛形 ひな が た sample, model, miniature... 0147 


あい つ は まだ 雛 だ あい つ は まだ ひよ こ だ Heis 
still a greenhorn 








A small bird (££) with a pair of tiny CHICKS, which resemble miniature elephants (^ 7^7). 








彼 は 誰 で すか か れ は だ れ で すか Whois he? 
0597 


REO だ れ の whose 
誰か だれ か someone, somebody 
誰 で も だ れ で も anyone, anybody 








誰彼 を 問わ ず だ れ か れ を と わ ず MA and 
everyone 0597, 0452 





EE Think of f£ here asa talking parakeet whose cage is placed next to the entrance to a home, 


where he inquires the name of callers. His vocabulary is limited to a single word (Ñ): WHO? 


MERELY, only 


24 4 








OO 唯一 D ゅ いい っ の the only, the sole 


唯一 無 二 の ゅ いい っ も に の the one and only, 
- 0002, 0048, 0003 


唯美 主义 ゆい び L し w ぎ aestheticism 
0497, 0365, 0926 


唯物 主義 ゅ ぃ ぶっ し ゅ ぎ materialism 
0172, 0365, 0926 








MERELY a small bird (££ s mouth (L1) (in size). ve 鳴 2157 

















‘CRY, chirp 1 悲鸣 ひめ い shriek, scream 

2SOUND の ① 鳴 き 声 な き ご ぇ cry, song, chirping 

る 鳴動 めい と うぅ rumbling 

[34 2 共鳴 きょう めい resonance 

な (< く ) な (る ) な ( ら す ) 2 鳴り 響く な り ひ びく reverberate eeno rsoda 




















“Bird ($) + mouth (DY refers to the chirping or CRYING of birds and animals. M2 SOUND 
is a derivative meaning. Practice distinguishing this entry from the previous one, remember- 
ing that the small birds mouth is the one that implies MERELY. «= ME 2156 





い 


i (sign of) THE BOAR OZ wgl YearoftheBoar.. 0117 
2 
・ 4 " 
A ^ | 

















Visualize a BOAR, its snout pointing up in the air at the top of $4-5, from which its long whis- 
kers trail down and to the left. To refer to the actual creature, use 44 0217; the present entry 
is only used in reference to the Chinese horary or zodiac sign of THE BOAR. mw Zz 2135 


1ENGRAVE, carve の 彫刻 する ちょ うこ くす る sculpt, carve, engrave 
1279 


? POINT IN TIME 
の 刻む xxt cutfine; engrave, carve; [of a clock] 
tick away 


コグ @ 时 刻 じ こ < time; hour 

き ざ ( む ) き ざ i i 

SY (©) き ざ ( み ) “还 刻 ちこ < tardiness, lateness 
深刻 な し ん こく な serious, grave, keen 

















I] indicates that the time has come to carve (i.e., ENGRAVE) the boar. Visualize 1] carving 
between $4-5. This kanji also means POINT IN TIME, in the sense of precisely sliced segments 
of time—for example, the segment corresponding to the horary sign of the Boar: Zz の 刻 
( い の こ く ,10 o'clock in the evening). «= 効 2160 


EXPOSE CRIMES O 弾 効 す る だ ん が いす る impeach, denounce, 
accuse 1075 

















Recall from 動 0540 and 功 1046 the image of 7J powerfully dragging something behind it. 
Here visualize it dragging the boar out from its hiding place in order to EXPOSE its CRIMES. 
mw 刻 2159, 幼 2147 





2 E NUCLEUS, core 9 中 核 ちゅ うか く core, nucleus; kernel ........ 0035 
核 家族 か く か ぞ < nuclear family......0219, 0568 


2 











gA : 細胞 核 さい ぼう ぅ かく cellnucleus.… 0239, 1984 
カク 原子 核 げん し か < atomicnucleus.....0208, 0094 
o 核兵器 か < へ ぃ き nudearweapons...0907,0295 














Picture the boar ( eating all the way through to the core of the tree (本 ) i.e., to its NUCLEUS. 








木 75 


0836 
常 |10 





BODY: skeleton OBL が いこ っ skeleton 

死骸 し が い corpse, carcass 

遺骸 い が い corpse, (a persons)remains.…1179 
形骸 けい が い skeleton, shell; remains .....0147 
亡骸 な き が ら (aperson's) remains 














| Bones ( 骨 ) of a boar (2 )'s corpse: BODY/skeleton. The long strokes 14 and 15 emphasize 
the image of exposed bones. 











せき 


COUGH り 咳 を する せき を する [vi] cough 
Â Wik せき と め cough suppressant ........ 0042 
リ Æ motx dry/hacking cough ........... 0398 
A as 











2403 Mouth (L1) + bristly boar (2c): raspy COUGH. vs 咳 2137 




















2 CORRESPOND TO O 該 当 す る が いと うす る come under, be 
9 applicable to ret 0141 
ム » 当該 と うがい the said, the concerned ..... 0141 
i P Ga 该 案 が い ぁ 4 the said proposal............. 0097 











A shortcut to perceiving the meaning CORRESPOND TO in this character is to see the graph- 
emes on left and right as roughly CORRESPONDING TO one another (at least in the head 
character’s handwritten form, in which S1 and $8 are both written diagonally). 























EXAMINE A PATIENT 
wae 人 
wue P 





往診 お うし 4 house call 
ご 診察 する し ん さっ する examine (a patient) 0639 











打診 する だ し ん する examine by percussion; 
sound out 1025 

つの 患者 を 診る か ん じゃ を みる examine a patient 
LETRA deett oie dec d rs Me e UE 1939, 0107 














N RARE, curious 
2 


| [tis time for & to go in for a doctor's checkup. Visualize へ as the roof of the doctor's clinic, 
and Z as the doctor's examining successively lower parts of B's body, as by palpating it or 
tapping it with a reflex hammer: EXAMINE A PATIENT. es 計 0555, ŠJ 1024, Z2 2166 


OX &42 delicacy ccc. 
珍品 ちん びん rarearticle,curio............. 0301 
珍妙 な ちん みょう な queer, odd,fantastic... 1746 








。 | チン 


ング め ず ら ( し い ) 








珍奇 な ちん き な novel, curious; rare, strange 
1 









〇 珍し い ゅ ずら し い rare, unusual; novel; precious 















TILE, brick 


Here interpret 2 as a hair-like pattern. This kanji thus refers to a gem (E) whose grain is 
highly unusual in showing a fine, hair-like pattern: RARE gemstone. 1® 診 2165 









ORA EL UR TC) nase brick 








J 
か わら 






















PUT TOGETHER 


M 
あわ (せる ) 





瓦版 か わら ば ん tile block print.............. 0923 
瓦屋 wee tilemaker し 「 0252 
= ETL と も え が わ 5 comma-pattern tile 0527 
WA お に が わら gargoyietile 2090 














Visualize as a TILE at the corner of a roof. S1 marks the roof's ridge, 52 one of its hips, $3 the 
eaves, and the bottom of $4 a rain gutter. In the center picture a TILE, marked with a special 
design (S5) because it occupies the end of the roof's hip. To clarify this, do an image search 

for 鬼瓦 (お に が わら ) preferably in Japanese. vs H. 0686 










併用 する へ いよ うぅ する usetogether/jointly 0047 
PERE へ い は っ concurrence. 0148 


併記 する へ いき する line up together(in 
Writing) La 0427 


O 合 供する が っ ぺい する combine, unite, merge 
MTM ro 0227 
O 併 せる ぁ ゎ せる join together, combine, merge 














i. 
Earlier you learned to see FF as a torii gate. When you see 并 , imagine that the two dot 
strokes at the top are two hands trying to push down the top crosspiece so as to merge it 
with the second crosspiece. 并 will thus mean put together. In this entry, visualize the man 
(4) using his two hands to try to PUT TOGETHER the crosspieces. 
































BOTTLE, jar 詰め びん づめ bottling 0515 


应 口 瓶 ひる < ちび ん widemouthed bottle 
AER MEER AC AMOUR 0238, 0019 





ビン : 
魔法 瓶 ほほ うぅ びん thermos bottle.....2095, 0139 
哺乳 瓶 ほ に ゅ う び 4 baby bottle.......1600,0160 


















: Í Many traditional roof tiles (FL) are semicircular in shape. Put together (Jf) two of these and 
HL 98 | you get a round jar or BOTTLE. Note the pattern in the traditional form, shared by all the 
ith characters in this set based on Jf. 








FENCE, folding screen 9 屏风 びょう ぶ foldingscreen................. 


EREJE まく ら び ょ うぶ bedside screen...0656, 0425 
























BE Here, see 并 asa bunch of slats put together into a FENCE or folding screen. FF indicates 
the top part of the structure. Since PF also means doorway, it further suggests the way a 
FENCE or folding screen can be swung open. 









FENCE, wall 土 志 と く ぃ mud wall, plaster wall 0030 

OF い を た べ い board fence, wooden wall 0924 
tA ER ELE れん が べ ぃ brick wall....2167 
Tuv% プロ ッ ク べ い concrete (block) wall 


HERODOT へ い を めぐ ら す surround with a wall, 
fence in 














BE arth (+) fence ( 屏 ): FENCE/wall. rœ 垣 397 BE 1466, 堀 1836 





お 餅 ぉ も ち rice cake 
〇 焼き 餅 ゃ きる ち roasted rice cake; jealousy 0769 
O 前 餅 せん べ い rice cracker 


ERG か わら せん ペ ぺい tile-shaped rice cracker 
2167, 1749 


尻餅 を つく し り も ち を つく fall on one's rear 1895 








| The next two entries are shown with Ẹ , the old form of Ê . They were not standardized with 

館 0291, etc. when they were added to the Joyo list. As usual, treat both forms as one and 
the same. In this entry, / indicates the general category food, while the top two strokes 
of 并 depict the way RICE CAKES pop up over a hot fire. 








wal 


wal 











1FEED ‘OER うし の ぇ さ cowfeed 
2BAIT 1 雌 鳥 に 餌 を や る めん と り に えさ を や る feed the 
1788, 0340 
2 生き 餌 いき ぇ live bait 
ジ OT ぇ さ で きそう lurewith bait 1783 
え えさ 2 釣り 針 の 餌 を 付け 替え る つり ば り の えさ を つけ か 
える replace the bait on one's fishhook 
2132, 0556, 0064, 1167 


Ears (EF) may not be suitable for human food (会 / 食 ), but they are perfectly acceptable as ani- 
mal FEED, or as BAIT. While we show here the officially listed forms # and #8, forms using 
f are also accepted, so you needn't worry about having to write the traditional form. 














SWALLOW, gulp OFU の ぉ swallow, gulp; accept; hold back 
—FAT ひと の み で (drinking/downing) in 
0002 





条件 を 呑む じょう けん を の む acceptthe 

ドン conditions 0119, 0118 

DE) LAC な み だ を の む choke back one's tears 
1020 








BZ へ いと 4 annexation, merger 








| The next three kanji contain not 天 but K, whose top stroke is written from right to left. In 

this entry, visualize the mouth (L1) trying to accomplish the very difficult task of SWALLOW- 
ING 天 , like a snake trying to gulp down an ostrich egg. Like 飲 0289, 存 is read DÈ, but 
it refers to SWALLOWING and gulping rather than drinking. «= 7 0552 


FERTILITY 沃土 ょ < と fertile soil, fertile land 
沃野 ょ < ゃ fertile fields 
9 肥沃 太 ひよ く な fertile 




















Let the difference between 大 and 大 serve as the visual clue to the meaning of this character. 
Focusing on the incline of $4, see 天 as a person tilting a container to pour liquid ( Y ) nutri- 
ments into the land: FERTILE. 


BEWITCHING O 妖 術 よう じゅ っ witchcraft, sorcery 
妖媚 ょ うふ enchantress 

HRE ょ うう ん ominous cloud 
ヨウ 妖怪 よう っ かい ghost, apparition 


あや (し い ) ORLOJ ぁゃ し ぃ ぁ り ょ < bewitching charm 
2094, 0084 














is Again take your cue from the sloping line of K. See 大 here as a person whose "head" (54) 








turns toward the woman (1), caught by the spell of her BEWITCHING beauty. «= ^f. 1845 











1 2 
ロリ 7 5 = 
wh 


CHARM, curse 





の ろ ( う ) 





O 呪 術 Cete sorcery, magic.. .............. 0993 
呪縛 Ce ば < curse, hex... 0984 
OMS の ろ ぅ curse 











[J 30 
ロロ 


0245 


常 | 8 





3 4 14 
1 2 15 
gh ? ROMANCE 
NM エン 


Older brother (Ze)s mouth (L1) uttering a curse/CHARM. 


‘CHARMING, voluptuous; glossy 


! 妖 艶 な よう えん な bewitching beauty.......2176 





1 Bb Lv な まめ か し い charming; voluptuous 
19620 2^7: ぁ で や か な charming, fair 








つや な ま ( め か し い )* あ で ( や か )* 


OB (fuv つ ゃ っ ぽい coquettish, sexy 
OSKR ぇ ん ぶん loveaffair romance.......... 0453 











Recall $ 0513 ABUNDANT. With 色 , we have "abundant color" (expressing M1 CHARMING/ 


色 139| voluptuous; glossy) or "abundant eros" (expressing M2 ROMANCE). 








AFFECTIONATE, compassionate 





`s 


v 
いつ く ( し わ ) 





慈愛 じ ぁ い affection, love, benevolence...0778 


ご 慈悲 じ ひ mercy, compassion............... 1856 
RAR じ ぜ 4 Charity 1213 
RAIN US beneficialrain .ee 0154 


〇 親 が 子 を 慈しむ ぉ や が こ を いっ くし む Parents 
care tenderly for their children ....... 0276, 0094 














2053 
常 ]13 











IS 


See 51-3 as a hand facing downward ($3 shows the palm, S1-2 show two knuckles sticking up). 
Here then, we see a hand holding two young children (%4) to its heart (^L): a vivid image of 
AFFECTION. Note that the three kanji based on Z are all pronounced ジ . 


NOURISH 


O 滋 養 じょう nourishment, nutrition ......... 0500 
滋養 分 じょう ぶん nutrient 0500, 0088 


滋味 に 富む じみ に と む delicious, nutritious 
ee 0273, 1481 




















滋賀 県 し が け 4 Shiga prefecture.....1172, 0844 








Now see liquid (Y ) NOURISHING the two young children (4%). 





vi 








MAGNETISM 9 磁石 ELe ゃ く < magnet compass 
磁気 じき magnetism 

磁場 ば magneticfield 
磁極 じき ょ < magnetic pole 


陶磁 器 と うじ き porcelain, pottery, ceramics 
1372, 0295 




















| Here you can actually see MAGNETISM at work. Z5 resembles the parlor trick in which a 
person moves something across the surface of a table by moving a magnet underneath it, 
except that now the magnets (56-7) are not beneath the table (S8), but above it. The two 
young children beneath the table seem to defy gravity by holding fast to it. # stone, suggest- 
ing minerals are involved, gives away the real reason for their levitation. Review these three 
entries with x, and remember how the semantic components heart, water, and stone closely 
relate to the meaning in each case. 


EMBRACE, protect 擁立 する ょ うり つ す る support, back 0067 


ご 擁護 する ょ う ご する protect, defend, support 
1661 





擁する よう する possess; have (someone) as 
leader; embrace 











E. Here we observe the hand (F) at the left placing itself like a lid (++) over the young (XA) bird 





| (6), easily suggesting the meaning EMBRACE/protect. se 携 1786 


ROT, decay 腐敗 する ふ は いす る rot, decay; become 
0830 


corrupt 
腐食 ふし ょ < corrosion; erosion 
= O 豆 腐 と うふ tofu 


O . 
くさ (る ) < さき (る ) くさ (れる ) くき ( れ ) | M5 <s る [vilrot decay 
くさ ( ら す ) 腐ら す < さ 5 す [vt] rot, decay 

















i Meat (内 ) distributed to public support recipients by a government office ( 府 0247): ROTTEN. 
Do not confuse with #9 1048, which has a similar meaning and kun-yomi. 


CORE, wick 芯 ま で 腐っ て いる し ん まで くさ っ て いる be rotten 
to the core 


芯 を 切る し ん を きる trimawick 

O 鉛 筆 の 芯 えん びっ の し ん pencillead..2067, 1605 
芯 抜き 器 し ん ぬき き corer 1951.0295 
二 芯 ケー ブル に し 4 ケー ブル duplex cable. .0003 




















| Heart (^) of a plant (+): CORE. As the sample vocabulary indicates, 忌 can refer to the 
CORE of things besides plants, such as the lead of a pencil, or the wick of a candle. Note that 
it can always be replaced by 心 0056. 








SOW, scatter Of£4 まく sow (seed), scatter 
HHL HERES F< は た け に えん ば く を まく sowa 








field with oats .................... 0129, 1741, 0131 
ye 時 絵 きき ぇ (gold/silver) lacquer(ing), makie 
d P Dh cn LEE LU 0525 





ば ら 時 く (£5 scatter; spend recklessly 














Plant (++) + time (I): a time to SOW. 
Wi 140 








SCATTER O#%< まく scatter, sprinkle; cause to scatter, give 
someone the slip 

HR < ぇ さ を ま < scatter animal feed .....2173 

畑 に 肥料 を 搬 く は た け に ひ り ょ う を まく scatter 





サン サッ manure over a field .............. 0129, 2023, 0758 
ま ( く ) 〇 撤 き 散ら す まき ちら す scatter about, strew; 
squander 0808 











撤 水 さん すい に さっ すい ) water sprinkling. ..0027 


| ae: Hand (F ) + scatter ( 散 0808): let this suggest SCATTERING with the hands, as one does with 
手 64 | seeds or handbills. «= 散 0808, 撤 2187, 徹 2188 














0670 


名 |15 


4 m WITHDRAW 撤去 て っ き ょ removal, dismantlement (of a 
building). sse 0138 
: p 撤回 て っ か い withdrawal, retraction ....... 0050 
\ テッ 撤廃 て っ ぱぃ abolition, removal ........... 0149 
3 ` 
9 撤退 て っ たい withdrawal, evacuation, pullout 
(ofan army) cece ecees 1091 


撤兵 する て っ ぺい する withdraw troops. ...0907 


You should learn this one in such a way that you can distinguish it from the entries before 
Æ 64 | and after it. Unlike the one before, but like the one after, it contains B raise. When 育 
appears with 4, think of a parent's hand WITHDRAWING her child from something in which 
he has entered. AC strike suggests parental discipline. «= 徹 2188, 撤 2186 




















0673 
常 | 15 


iod 2 GO THROUGH (with) 貫徹 する か ん て っ する carry through, go 
2B through with, accomplish................... 1911 
Di 4 徹底 的 て っ て いて き thorough, exhaustive 
1 M NO 0482, 0169 
テツ 一 徹 な ぃ っ て っ な obstinate, stubborn .....0002 
徹夜 て っ ゃ stayingupall night. ............ 0467 
We 








徹する て っ する gothrough (with), be thorough 


Continuing from the previous entry) Here 'H appears with Í go, which is our mnemonic 
cue for the meaning GO THROUGH (with). Unlike in the previous entry, this time the parent 
does not WITHDRAW the child, but instead lets him GO THROUGH with something. Practice 
distinguishing the last three entries by their variable elements. «= 撤 2187, 撤 2186 



































SLIGHT, minute 








ビ 
か す ( か )* 








微生物 び せ いぶ っ microorganism. ..0036, 0172 
9 显微镜 け 4 び きょう microscope.......1921, 1547 

微笑 び し ょ 3 smile 0579 
NE 1746 


微か に 見 える か すか に みえ る beseendimly/ 
fairtly «monete era 0083 


















7 4 
% チョ ウ 
10 


| As with the previous set of three kanji, the set of three that starts here will require us to focus 
our attention on the variable component. Ignore 7, LL, and AZ, which are held constant. 
Surrounded by these three, we find in this entry a form similar to JL table/tablecloth, but 
in fact more closely resembling zt pi. We can therefore get a little irrational and use x as a 
mnemonic clue for SLIGHT/minute, since despite its infinite decimal places, 7 is, after all, a 
SLIGHT number. It is easy to associate the reading ビ with “pi” (zc). «= fX 2190 


! LEVY, impose 
2SIGN, symptom 
















‘EIS ZS ちょ うし ゅ うす る collect taxes/payment 
en EPOR 1155 


ORE ちょ う へ ぃ い conscription, enlistment draft 
"cm "x 0907 


* 敏 候 ちょ うこ う symptom, sign; omen ....... 1675 
2 象徴 し ょ うち ょ う 3 Symbol 1277 
②③ 特徴 と < ちょ 3 distinctive feature, characteristic 





















7 
$, チョ ウ 


CHASTISE 


(Continuing from the previous entry) This time, associate gem (€) with valuables collected by 
a fiscal LEVY or impost. Unrelatedly, you can associate E's other meaning of spherical object 
with M2 SIGN, as in a SIGN that one might look for in a crystal ball. «= f» 2189, f& 2191 





こ ( り る ) こ ( ら す ) こ ( ら し め る ) 














懲悪 ちょ うぅ ぁ < chastisement, punishment... 0546 
ORS] ちょ うば っ discipline, punishment... .0742 
懲役 ちょ うえき penalservitude.............. 0518 
ORNS こり る learnalesson; have had enough of 


懲 ら す (= 懲らしめ る ) こら す (= こら し め る ) chastise, 
punish 








Lewing (fk) a stiff penalty upon a heart VÈ): CHASTISE. As a visual shortcut, you might see 
the heavy burden of four graphemes upon heart as a kind of CHASTISING punishment upon 
it. They do seem to be coming down on poor -Ù like a ton of bricks. «= 徴 2190 


ALMOST, quite, really 








タイ ダイ 
ほとん ( ど ) 








世界 の 殆ど の 国 せ か い の ほ と ん と の くに most/ 
almost all countries in the world 0604, 0612, 0075 


殆ど 毎週 ほとん と まい し ゅ う almost every week 
0105, 0305 


殆ど 来 な い ほとん と こない hardly ever comes 
0274 








| Picture the platform (名) as an operating table or sickbed, with death (77 ) waiting nearby: 
ALMOST dead. The word 殆ど (ほとん ど ) is used like “mostly” or ^hardly/ in the sense of 
“ALMOST all...” or “ALMOST no...’ 

















EMPRESS 


9 皇后 こう ご う empress, queen 


量 后 陸 下 こう ご う へ ぃ か HerMajesty the 
Empress 0077, 1431, 0040 











皇 太 后 こう た い ご ぅ empress dowager, queen 
mother 0077.0294 





Let [CI represent the emperor, in the sense of the “mouthpiece” or public face of the imperial 
family. See $1-3 as the EMPRESS, faithfully standing behind him. 





コウ 7 
あか 








垢 を 落と す あぁ か を ぉ と す wash off dirt 
〇 垢 だ ら け ぁ か だ 5 け covered in dirt, filthy 


HOUR みみ の あか earwax 








Now observe how the empress (Jr) has gotten some soil (£) on the back of her heretofore- 
immaculate gown, an image that emphasizes this kanji's meaning, DIRT. 


(married) PRINCESS 











后妃 こう ひ empress, queen 


〇 妃殿下 ひ て ん か Herlmperial Highness 
0881, 0040 














d 
Visualize C. as a lady-in-waiting kneeling before a married PRINCESS. vs» 姫 2196 





DAUGHTER OF NOBLE BIRTH 











姫君 ひめ ぎみ princess, highborn young lady 





nn 1407 

O 姫 様 ひめ さま daughterofanobleman .....0501 

姫宮 ひめ みや princess 1242 
シン デレ ラ 姫 シン デレ ラ ひ め Cinderella 

姫子 松 ひ ゅ ぬこ まっ smallpine ......... 0094, 0242 








F€ is a retainer assigned to keep ardent young men away from this DAUGHTER OF NOBLE 


BIRTH. rs 妃 2195, 媛 1125 























AS (if), like O 如 実に etok truly, realistically 0499 





; 不 如 意 の ふ に ょ ぃ の contrary to one's wishes, 
Nard up ee 0049, 0151 

es O 突 如 と っ じ ょ suddenly, unexpectedly ......1564 

< と (し )・ 欠如 wows lack shortage .i 0277 


SOIL. .… の ご と し belike, be as if, seem 











à Woman (如 + mouth (F1). This kanji reflects the archaic expectation that a woman is pliantly | 
to “do AS she is told.’ 





常 | 6 
2 BOIL O 茹 で る ゆで る [vt] boil 
= 茹で 卵 ゅ て た ま ご boiled egg 1141 





: 固 茹 で か た ゆで hard-boiled................ 0260 
ジョ 釜茹で か まゆ で boiled ina cauldron.......1898 
ゆ ( で る ) 茹で 汁 ゅ で cs broth .oe 0756 














ンー、 


| (Continuing from the previous entry) Making plants (++) more “pliant” so that they will do as 
( 如 ) they are told: BOIL. Do not confuse with the name-use kanji Xii EGGPLANT. 














i SON-IN-LAW 女 婚 vto Sor-in-iaw .oe | 
D WAUTA も こい りす る marry into the family of 
one’s bride. 0039 
9 | x4 OFM は な むこ bridegroom 0121 
むこ 婚 養 子 むこ よう し son-in-law adopted as heir... 
E 0500, 0094 














A woman (4) carrying broken (JE, i.e., butchered) meat (H). Think of her as a bride carrying | 
her dowry to the bridegroom, i.e., her parents’ new SON-IN-LAW. 








' DAUGHTER @ 一 人 娘 ひと り む すめ only daughter … 0092.0015 
* GIRL 2 娘 心 で すめ ご こる girlish innocence 
2 小娘 こむ すめ young girl, lass 


12 箱入り 娘 は こい り む すめ innocent/sheltered girl 
of a good family 1909, 0039 





2 花 売り 娘 は な うり も むすめ flower girl. ..0121, 0353 








uu As this kanji would have it, a woman (1) is good ( EL) when she is still a GIRL, before the 
trials of life have made her bitter. 






































1WED A MAN 1 再 嫁 さい か second marriage................ 
? BRIDE の 嫁ぎ 先 と っ \ ぎ きき familyawoman has married 
MCS RS 0134 
> “RX よめ いり wedding, marriage......... 0039 
Ib と っ (の る 花嫁 は な よめ bride 0121 
転嫁 する て ん かす る impute, lay the blame on 
another... 0224 





——À 





WORK, work for a living 


〇 稼働 か と う working, work; operation (ofa 
machinej 0c 0541 
稼業 か ぎょ う trade, business; work; occupation 
0498 





カ 
か せ ( ぐ ) 








〇 時間 を 稼ぐ じ か ん を か せ ぐ gain time. .0383, 0448 
稼ぎ 手 か を き て breadwinner; good/hard 

worker sss 0046 

出稼 き て か せ ぎ working away from home. 0038 

















Bringing rice (f) home (A): WORK (for a living). 


MOUND, hillock 


塚 を 築く っ か を きず < pileupamound.....1635 


〇 貝塚 か いつ か shell mound; kitchen midden 
站 0082 





つか - づ か 








— 一 里塚 いち り づ か milepost, milestone 
docte rer Drm ser E 0002, 0531 


KR ぉ ぉ っ か Otsuka (= Ohtsuka) [surname] 
033 














A pig (X) covering (^7) himself in a MOUND of soil ( X). 


"GREAT MAN 
? MAGNIFICENT 


AE Zao hero, great man 

1 強豪 きょう ご うぅ veteran, champion 

② 豪 華 な ご うか な gorgeous, splendid, magnificent 
101 





ゴウ 





? 豪壮 な ご うそ うな grand, magnificent, splendid 

1589 

豪 日 ご うに ち Australia and Japan, Australian- 
Japanese 0001 














51-5 are the roof and second-story window from 高 0185 TALL. Picture a pig (AX) that truly 
stands tall: GREAT MAN; MAGNIFICENT. Also used as the kanji abbreviation for Australia (a 
selected list of kanji abbreviations for countries and regions appears in Appendix 5). 


















































"IGNORANCE, darkness 


や 啓蒙 けい る う 3 enlightenment, instruction.…1738 
? PHONETIC [mà] 


93 &5- Mongolia 0254 
“蒙古 语 も うぅ ここ ご Mongolian (language) 
0 





モウ 254, 0222 


APA ters Rem aite emet a 0254, 1854 





















2205 | See this as a pig (ZK) lying in the dark, covered (> 
yj 140 





XE 
cL 


) by the grass (+) of the Mongolian 
steppe: IGNORANCE/ darkness. Also used as the kanji abbreviation for Mongolia. Note the 
extra stroke between A and ^7. 





CLEAR LAND FOR FARMING OBBÁB か いこ ん clearing, reclamation ........ 0450 
ZRH こん で 4 newricefield 0.1... 0020 
KEM みこ ん の uncultivated, wild ...... 0271 
コン 




















206 | Atlast we meet %, the badger. See 52-3 as his beady eyes and S1 as a stripe along the top 


of his head. The act of CLEARING LAND FOR FARMING is intuitively illustrated here with an 
image of clearing new Jand (=k) at the limit/boundary (El) where the farmer's land ends and 
the badger's land begins. 


' FAMILIAR, intimate 
2 EARNEST 


! 懇願 する こん が ん 4 する beg earnestly, entreat 
0214 


1 懇 請 する こ 

entreat 
の ① 懇 ろ な ね ん ご ろ な cordial; courteous; intimate 
2 懇親 ZALA friendship, intimacy 0276 
る 懇談 こん だ ん familiartalk/chat 1977 





コン 
ね ん ご ( ろ ) 








1 





7 | (Continuing from the previous entry) This time, rather than crossing the boundary to the 





badger's land, we cross the boundary to his heart (D), i.e., we become FAMILIAR/intimate 
with him. Also means EARNEST, from the idea of pursuing something without inhibition or 
pretense. 


APPEARANCE, form 


OSS へ 4 ぼう 3 transformation, transfiguration 
077 


容貌 ょ う ぼ う looks, personal appearance. .. 1037 
美貌 ぴ ぼ うぅ good looks, pretty features .... 0497 
全貌 ぜん ぼう full view, whole aspect 0078 




















@ Atthe right, white (ÉI) on top of legs (JL) suggests a white head. We can thus interpret this 


kanji as a description of a badger (Ys APPEARANCE. 





























1 DRIVE OUT ざ 駆 記す る < ちく する drive away, drive out. 1388 
~ C 区 ONEBYONE "PUBS 5 ほう ちく する expel, banish......... 0574 
d @ 逐 一 ちく < いち one by one,in detai … … 0002 
チク ?逐次 ち < じ one by one, successively 0278 

m 2 逐語 訳 ちく ご ゃ < word-for-word translation 
Lote Saab eoe ERR ERO ee 0222, 1505 














| Now we return to the more familiar pig (As). Devise for yourself a memorable plot climaxing 
in a town's banishing all its pigs. Then picture here a pig being DRIVEN OUT out of town. It is 
important to picture the pigs being driven out ONE BY ONE, with special attention given to 

every individual. «= 2% 2210 








ACCOMPLISH, carry out 





遂行 する すい こう する accomplish.......... 


FRITS か ん すい する execute MGM 
completion 0633 

自殺 未遂 じき っ ぁみ すい attempted suicide 

スイ ENT By  - ーー 0081, 0522, 0271 

つい (に )* 








ORFS と げ る accomplish, carry out 
遂に っ ぃ に atlast, at length 
-2218.| This character tells a completely different story, for here we have not simply a pig (ZK), but a 


crack pig commando (see 隊 0586), whom we picture advancing (3. .) forward to carry out/ 
ACCOMPLISH his special mission. ms 3% 2209 














2705 


常 |12 





DROP DOWN ORR っ ぃ s< fall, cash 0793 


隊 落 事故 っ ぃ s<t こ plane crash 
MM LEER Ur MES 0793, 0080, 0257 


隊 死 する つい し する falltoone'sdeath.....0716 
撃隊 する げき つい する shootdown......... 1026 





ッ イ 











11 Here we observe a party (FX) of pig commandos DROPPING DOWN from the hills toward the 
earth (Œ). Compared to the next entry, we should see the commandos plunging rapidly, for 
隊 is mostly used in reference to plane crashes and other fatal falls. See them DROP DOWN 
like rocks with their heavy backpacks. «= 隊 0586, FB 2212 








2506 
常 | 15 
DEGENERATE, descend ご 堕落 た 5< degeneration, corruption, 
decadence 0793 
堕胎 だ た い abortion .i 1986 














2] Here again we see something falling toward the earth (E). However, compared to the last 

entry's "DROP DOWN; this entry's “DEGENERATE” suggests a more gradual sinking. For this 
reason, it helps here to see the outstretched hand ( ナ ) providing resistance, and slowing the 
fall to a gradual descent. ra 隊 2211, 随 2213, 情 2217 














al 
5 
II 


FOLLOW 





ORB ふ ず い incidentto, concomitant ......0064 


随行 する ずい こう する attend on, accompany, 
follow 0055 











随筆 ずい ひっ essay, stray notes 
随意 に ずい ぃ に voluntarily, at will 0151 
随分 ずい ぶん extremely, considerably.....0088 








ATTACH, be attached to, hand over 











|| The image of 有 upon (3_) is a simplification of 3&. We'll interpret the simplified form, 
which suggests having something on the bed of one's truck, as a loaded vehicle. In this entry, 
the vehicle drives up into the hills ($), while the load FOLLOWS behind. mw BB 2212, #8 2215 


OU BR ふ ず い incident to, concomitant ......2213 


附属 する ふ ぞ < く する beattachedto, belong to 
1872 


附則 ふ そ < additional rules, bylaw 


附 着 する ふぁ ちゃ < する adhere/cling to, 
agglutinate; COhere 


寄附 する き ふ する contribute, donate. ..... 1330 








MARROW 











| This kanji was formerly used for the intransitive verb つく , while 付 was used for the transi- 


tive つけ る . They have since come to be used indistinctly, and the present entry has largely 
fallen out of use. On the infrequent occasions when you encounter 附 , interpret it the same 
way you would 付 : ATTACH/be attached to/hand over. «= f} 0064 


ご 骨髄 こっ ずい bone marrow 
TREE せき ずい spinal cord 
HY Yoxs spinal fluid 
Ea し ん ずい essence, quintessence, soul... 0838 
精髄 せい ずい essence, soul, spirit, pith....0976 











IDLE, remiss 





タイ 


NV Ny | お こ た ( る ) な ま (ける ) 





Continuing from 随 2213) Picture the loaded vehicle (at the right) as a surgeon's loaded 
needle, advancing forward toward the center of a bone (8): MARROW. «s 随 2213 





FATE (PER) りん た い fatigue, languor, 
weariness 


OBS ぉ こ た る be remiss, neglect 
OfU 5 な まけ る be lazy; neglect 





BUF な まけ る の idle/lazyfellow.......... 0107 | 














| Platform (£1) + mind/heart VÙ): here imagine that we are temporarily relieving the mind 
from its duties by hiding it under a platform and taking it out of service: IDLE. 





情 気 た き indolence, inactivity, laziness....0126 
PEHE æA indolence, idle slumber, inactivity 








B た いた laziness, idleness 
情 性 だ せい inertia: force of habit 0128 
EH な り ょ < inertia; force of habit 0084 

















左 looks a little like a person holding her arm against something and leaning to one side. In 
the head character, visualize | leaning over in this way upon H. Again letting heart represent 
a person’s spirit, see the idea of LAZINESS in this image of a heart leaning over on something. 


os BH 2212 








' ASSIST ONE 2 ほ さ する assist help o... 1598 
2FIELD OFFICER ! 佐幕 派 さば < は supporters of the shogun 
E Bate etd death tata se hath tiara 1339, 1367 
F 2 佐 官 さか 4 ffeldofficer cc. 0290 
: :大佐 た いさ (army) colonel, (navy) captain 0033 
佐々 木 ささ き Sasaki[surname] 0028 














PLAY WITH 





ガン 
も て あ そ ( ぶ )* 








8 | “Left (Ji: )-hand man (4 ': ASSISTANT. M2 FIELD OFFICER is an extended meaning. 





9 玩具 が ん ぐ に おぉ も ちゃ ) toy 
玩 味 する が ん みす る delight in, enjoy 
愛玩 する ぁ い が ん する adore, cherish 


愛玩 物 あい が ん ぶっ cherished object 
0778, 0172 
OPES も て ぁ そ ぶ play with [as with one's pen, 
food, etc.] 











Visualize long S7 as an extended arm, rolling or tossing a spherical object ( X ) that is thrown 
underhand, such as a bowling ball or softball: PLAY WITH. os ER 1099 





PLAY WITH 





ロウ 
も て あ そ ( ぶ ) 








C 玩 弄 す る が 4 ろう する toy with, make sport of 


ER EN ae 2219 
BEY S ぐろ うす る mock ridicule ......... 1878 
翻弄 する ほん ろう する makefunof.......... 1512 


弄 す る ろう する play with, play a trick on 


〇 弄ぶ る て ぁ そ ぶ play with [as with a person's 
feelings] 








2129 
常 | 7 





| Normally = in this position would be king, but following the previous entry, picture it again 
as a spherical object, this time being held in two hands (T): PLAY WITH. e 衝 2222 

















RIDICULE 





チョ ウ 
あざ け ( る ) 











EH 2 じ ち ょ うす る mockoneself......... 0081 
WAST ZS ちょ うし ょ うす る mock, deride. .0579 
OMBRA あざ ける ridicule, mock; disdain 














RUSH, run 

















This kanji was not standardized with 朝 when it joined the Joyo list. To learn its meaning, 
start by memorizing the meaning of V4 咽 る (あざ ける , ridicule, mock; disdain). Then, 
when you see 日 (suggesting something spoken) with 朝 , use the latter's kun reading (あさ ) 
as a mnemonic for & あざ ける and, by extension, RIDICULE. 


OsEd 2 ほん そう する bustle about, exert 


oneself for, devote oneselfto ............... 0140 
奔流 ほん りゅう torrent, rapids ............... 1059 
FE ほん ば gallopinghorse................. 0336 
JET 2 きょう ほん する rush around; make 

frantic efforts ........... sss 0736 
IEEE いん ぼん な lewd, lascivious ......... 1844 








in order to save himself. «= 3: 2220 


1904 





EVIL PRACTICE 


Visualize a big man (大 ) chasing a small man (F), who RUSHES to get under a barrier (FT) 


WEEE へ いせ い misgovernment, maladministra- 
0246 








語弊 ご へ ぃ improper expression 
弊社 へ いし ゃ [humble] our firm 











| Take the construction at the top to mean dry: see AC striking a wet cloth (I[1) so that drops of 
water (52-3 and 57-8) fly from it (note how the central line is made in two strokes, S1 and S6). 
When it appears above two hands (TT), think of compulsively drying the hands, a practice 
that leads to cracked skin: EVIL PRACTICE. cz # 2224, fx 2225 














2 q > 1 CURRENCY VERS へ いせ い currency/monetary system 0708 

A ' | SHINTO PAPER OFFERING TR そう へ ぃ coinage, mintage 0699 

! 貨幣 か へ い money, currency, coinage...... 1164 

veu ^4 Ogee uat paper currency, bank note, Ol 
Ome ご へ ぃ hanging paper strips in a Shinto 

shrine, sacred staff with cut paper.......... 0862 








| c BE 2223 





2907 


s 








Dried (51-12) cloth (TT) for using in paper CURRENCY and SHINTO PAPER OFFERINGS (see V5). 








隠蔽 する いん ぺい する conceal, coverup.. 1312 
遮蔽 する し ゃ へ いす る shelter shield ..... 1740 
VERE し ゃ へ いぶ っ shelter 1740, 0172 






















| flit is the traditional form of what appears at the top of the previous two entries (the present 
entry was not standardized to match those when it was added to the Joyo list). Like them, 

it is pronounced ヘイ . To remember the meaning COVER, let dry (做 ) grass (**) suggest a 
thatched roof. «= && 2223 













COMRADE 9 朋友 (565 comrade, friend, associate . .0399 






g 朋 募 ほう ぱぃ comrade, friend, associate. .. 1855 
[| 朋 と 一 緒 に と も と いっ し ょ に withfriends/a 
a AEA 0002, 1450 












ホウ 
と も 
















| Two identical companions: COMRADES. 











vat SHELF 本 棚 ほん だ な bookshelf 0031 
食器 棚 し ょ っ きだ な cupboard, sideboard 
1 Te 站 "Dm RP 0288, 0295 
BE 神棚 か ぁ だ な household Shinto altar.......0316 
TW T 網棚 ぁみ た な luggagerack .i 2072 
WEIL た な お ろ し inventory.................. 0861 











に This time 朋 are comrades holding up a wooden (#) SHELF: picture them as two vertical 
木 75 boards separated by a few feet, with slots at $7-8 and ST1-12 for inserting wooden boards. 
Now would be a good time to review the annotation for Hk 1471. 











0895 

12 
E FENCE, palisade OREHE て っ s< ironfence sss (564 
ù KEMPE MST に わ に さく を めぐ ら す enclose a 
1 garden with afence 0878, 1553 

3 

和樹 内 立ち 入る べから ず さく な いた ちい る べから ず 
サク Do Not Cross Fence [sign] ....... 0215, 0067, 0039 











Easily visualized as a wooden (#) FENCE, so ignore the meaning book introduced earlier for 


Hit (0824). 





MI 
oo 
Ko) 

















1DIGIT ざ 二 桁 ふた けた two digits, double-digit......0003 


2BEAM, girder ! 四 格 の 番号 よん けた の ば ん ご う four-digit 


0006, 0299, 0300 
VÉIEEV OO けた ちがい の Way off incommensu- 





けた 

n 2 橋桁 は し げた bridge girder 

2 帆船 の 桁 ほ ぶ ね の けた sailboat’s spar/yard 

医 1631, 066? 

| Recall from 47 0055 that the spaces between the parallel lines at the top represent roads or 
lines of text—that is, things that follow long, straight courses. Joined with #, this originally 

referred to BEAMS and girders. It later came to refer to the reeds of an abacus, from which 

derives its most common meaning today, DIGIT. os 術 0993 














STOPPER, spigot コル ク 栓 = コル ク せ ん cork 


〇 栓 抜き せん ぬき bottle opener, corkscrew, ..1951 
瓶 の 栓 びん の せん bottle stopper 
水道 の 栓 すい どう の せん water spigot 





0027, 0158 
消火 栓 し ょ うか せん fireplug, fire hydrant 
1289, 0026 


0 Visualize Œ as an upward-pointing spigot or hydrant, on top of which is placed ^, a wooden 
(f) STOPPER. 




















3 INQUIRY 論議 HAR discussion .5 0927 

y ORR せ 4 さ < inqui ーー 1735 
BERS せ 4 さ < ず き busybody......1735, 0095 

ocn セン 所 診 し ょ せん 4 afterall 0249 














j When this kanji was added to the Joyo list, its right-hand portion was not standardized to 
match 全 0078 WHOLE. To remember its meaning, let “words (#) + whole" suggest the 
二 thorough questioning and discussions conducted during an INQUIRY. 











H 
1383 
| 13 
T p PLUG UP, obstruct 塞栓 そく せん embolism. .0 2230 
3 
i 3 2 OC 閉塞 へ ぃ そ < stoppage, blockage; blockade 
dots Ad ex a e ota NE 0449 
7 
8 : oz Wd -| 城塞 じょう さい fortress, stronghold. ......... 1298 
j ふき ( ぐ ) ふき (が る ) REEC あな を ふさ ぐ fillaholewith earth..0397 
1 O3E3!5 ふさ が る be closed; be filled/occupied 














| Review 3€ 0361. Here, visualize using earth (£) to PLUG UP the space between the two 
people's legs. Note the differences—not limited to ^*— between this character and 基 
0485. The most important compound for this character appears in the next entry. «= 3€ 0361 





2033 


园区 














9 梗塞 こう そく blockage; tightness; infarction 
2232 


脳 梗塞 の うこ うそ < cerebral infarction, stroke 
1973, 2232 


心筋 梗塞 し ん きん こう そく myocardial infarction, 
heart attack 0056, 0392, 2232 

















^| Recall the postal delivery horse from 更 0889. In this entry, imagine using a wooden (#) post 
to corral (i.e., BLOCK) the horse. 











PERSIMMON 熟 柿 Cg<L ripe persimmons 
4 〇 渋柿 し ぶ が き astringent persimmons ......1234 
4A i114 Lii っ る し が き dried persimmons.....0206 
シ * Hahh た る が き persimmons mellowed in a sake 
か き Da i ERG 2012 











A tree (本 ) whose fruit are taken to market (TH): PERSIMMON. 








i à WISTERIA 佐藤 さと ぅ Sato(-Satoh) [surname] ........ 















1 9 伊藤 ぃ と う lto (=ltoh) [sumamel............ 1406 
アノ 

1 ORB) ふじ だ な wisteriatrellis ……. 2227 

トウ 昇り 藤 の ぼり ふじ lupine .oo. 1053 

ふじ 藤 色 ふじ いろ light purple, lilac 0528 


3 


35 | Recall the shelfimage we used for 月 at 服 1471 and 棚 2227. Informed by this, picture 月 
here as a trellis for WISTERIA, which trails in clusters down the right side of the character. 
my 勝 0460, 騰 2236 


ii 
) RISE, jump up OE と うき rise (in prices) 1177 

























高騰 こう と うぅ steep rise (in prices), jump....0185 
奔腾 ほん と う 3 pricejump,boom 2222 
トウ Helle ほぼ ぅ と 3 sudden (price) rise ............ 1346 
沸騰 する ふっ と うす る boil, seethe, bubble 1187 




















| In the next two entries, we'll need to be more precise about how we interpret the right-hand 
portion: Recall that $5-10 represent tally sticks (see 2: 0456). Now imagine striking the horse 
( 馬 ) with the tally sticks so that he will jump up and over H, a shelf like horse-jumping bar- 
rier: RISE/jump up. ms 勝 0460, 藤 2235, HE 2237 













TRANSCRIBE, copy 膳 本 と うほ ん certified copy, transcript; copy of 
the domiciliary register 


ORE. と うし ゃ copy, reproduction, — 














17 | This time, picture TRANSCRIBING/copying someone's words (3) onto the tally sticks (78), 
then storing these on the shelf (H). vs 勝 0460, 騰 2236 





NOODLES ORME めん る い noodles 

素麺 そう めん 4 thin wheat noodles 

乾燥 麺 か ん そう めん 4 dried noodles ...1807, 1810 
ti CH THA boiled noodles 2198 
麺棒 めん ぼう 3 rolling pin 














: Wheat (#) NOODLES on the face (IRI) of a plate. S7 looks like a long noodle being slurped 
off the side of the plate! 





KIDNAP: pull O 拉 致す る 55125 kidnap 
拉麺 5- ゅ ん ramen, hand-pulled noodles 
2238 














39.| Hand (4 ) pulls standing man ( V.) away: KIDNAP. 





DAZZLING 7% こう こう た る brilliant, dazzling 





























AWNING, hood 車 の 幌 を か ける くる ま の ほろ を か ける bullup the 
hood on the car [convertible]. ............. 


幌 馬車 ほろ ば し ゃ covered wagon .....0336, 0125 
Bs 札幌 さっ ぽ る Sapporo [city in Hokkaido]... 1694 
ほろ 




















Cloth (113) to block out dazzling (55) light: AWNING/hood. 








RIN (0.001 yen) 一 いち りん 4 one oe. 0002 





リン 














When we see clif (J ) and village (里 ), we should perceive a towering pile of worthless リン 
the villagers have disposed of over the years, now grown tall enough to overshadow the vil- 
lage itself. To remember the relative values of 銭 1585 (0.01 yen) and 厚 一 and that the latter 
is read リン not リーit helps to recite the quasi-rhyme 円 - 銭 - エン - セ ン - リ ン . 











2589 
常 | 9 
RIDGE 瑞 に 沿っ て 種 を 星 く う ね に そっ て た ね を まく SOW 
1 B seeds along a furrow............. 1348, 0544, 2185 
à BAUR Shat 和 rrowridges 0920 
3e, ET s A 
sB 4 Sl MEL oben ribbed fabric ................ 1088 
g f 十 献 じ っ せ approx. 10ares .i 0005 











This kanji originally referred to ridges or furrows in a farm field, and later to a unit of square 
measure roughly equivalent to 1 are, or 100 square meters. Picture 一 as a long ( 久 ) RIDGE 
marking the boundary of a rice field (FH) of this dimension. 











MONME (3.75 grams) —AL いち も ん め 1monme 

















AA This “kanji” was created in Japan as a contraction of 文 メ a way of transcribing the weight 
unit MONME (3.75 grams). Recognize it by the presence of katakana メ in 53-4, associating 
this with the kun reading. It has no on reading, does not appear in any compounds, and was 
removed from the Joyo Kanji List in 2010. 








RICE 








SMELL fragrance Ol に ぉ ぅ be fragrant, smell 
醤油 の 匂い が する し ょ う ゆ の に お い が す る It 
4 smells of soy Sauce .ee. 2128, 0433 
ピ 匂い 袋 に お いぶ くろ sachet. 0702 
に お ( う ) に お ( い ) に お (わせ る 
0o) ) 匂わ せる に お わせ る smell of; suggest 











; Review ^H] 0166 through ^J 0168. Here, see the elephant wrap up a spoonful K of fragrant | 
essence in order to SMELL it. ze 52 1560, 色 2246 














BENT, sloping OWA こう ぱい slope,grade 0799 

急 勾 配 きゅう こう ば ぱい steep slope......0971, 0799 

勾留 する こう りゅう する arrest, detain ....... 1170 

b コウ 勾留 状 こぅ りゅう E ょ う arrest warrant. ..1170, 0616 
勾玉 ま が た ま comma-shaped jewels used in 

ancient Japan. 0073 











Ú Recognize the meaning BENT/sloping by the bent shape of Z. It is helpful to think of ム 
here as a ま が た ま (see V5). vs "EJ 2245 











2546 
常 | 4 
2 ) 。 GREET 
3 E アイ 














| 


4 The next eight entries are for kanji that were included in the 2010 additions to the Joyo list, 
but which are used almost exclusively in four compounds. In this set, you should concern 
yourself not with learning the meanings of the individual kanji, but only with learning the 
meanings of the four compounds. (Continued in the next entry) 





0383 


常 |10 





GREET Diki TA ぁ い さっ する greet, salute, present 
one's compjjiments sss 2247 


! 挨拶 を 交わ す あい さ つ を か わす exchange 


く Civilities |... 2247.0102 
サッ ! 挨 拶 状 あぁ いさ っ じ ょ 3 greeting card ...2247, 0616 
! 挨拶 回 り ぁ い さつま ゎ り round of courtesy calis 





利和 2247, 0050 
|! 無 挨拶 ぶ ぁ いさ っ incivility ......... 0048, 2247 


2240 | This and the previous entry make up the compound 挨拶 (あい さ つ , greeting). Note how 
F 44 | the repeated semantic component (F hand) relates to the meaning of the compound. This 
pattern recurs in the next three pairs, and in numerous other compounds written with kanji 

that were not included in the Joyo Kanji List. 








1 
3 





nate | 





0336 
常 | 9 














NOT CLEAR 

















9 | (See next entry) 





4 DARK 





|I" マイ 











〇 曖昧 な ぁ い まい な unclear, vague, equivoca 


| 
2249 








0794 





LAPIS LAZULI 


à Following the same approach as with 挨拶 above, concern yourself here only with mastering 
VI 曖昧 な (あいま いな) using the repeated semantic component as a clue. This approach 
will serve you well when learning other compounds with unlisted kanji sharing the same 
semantic component, such as 路 踏 (ちゅ うち ょ , hesitation) and SLE (あつ れき , friction). 














2281 | (See next entry) 





GLASSY SUBSTANCE 


瑠璃 s り lapis lazuli 
瑠璃 色 る り い る lapis lazuli blue 0528 


浄瑠璃 じょう る り joruri, ballad drama; clear 
lapis lazuli 0979, 2251 














2 In VI S854 the repetition of £ gem—and the reading 4!) —are easy to associate with 
LAPIS LAZULI. If you're wondering where you saw 离 before, it was at AE 1970. 
































} | (See next entry) 


O 災 し っ と jealousy, envy 


HERO し っ と ぶ か い jealous, envious 
2253, 1715 





ト 
ね た ( む ) 





OWE ね た む enw,bejealous of 











54 | vi fili (し っ と ) seems to associate women with ENVY and jealousy. Disowning once more 


the sexist associations of some kanji, we might imagine a woman (1) afflicted with this 
particular disease ( 疾 ) gazing at another woman (3 ys stone ( 石 ) and ENVIOUSLY muttering 
a certain English expletive easily suggested by this compound. 


鹿 革 し か か が ゎ deerskin 


鹿の子 ヵ かのこ fawn; dapples, pattern of white 
0094 








O 馬 鹿 ば か fool, blockhead: nonsense 0336 


鹿児島 か ご し ま Kagoshima (city and prefecture) 
0772, 0341 











and antlers, EL its sharply angled legs. 


DUST, trash 





ちり ご み 








255 | This kanji depicts a DEER hiding inside a forest shelter( 广 ) 54-7 depict the animal's head 


粉塵 SALA dust 
ORERLU ちり と り dustpan 


| ERR ご み ば こ trash can 








.| This entry and the next two incorporate the character for eer( 鹿 ) in full. Here, we observe 


earth (£) churned up by stampeding deer: DUST. 











FOOT OF A MOUNTAIN 











ログ 
ふも と 





富士 山 を 艦 か ら 登 っ た ふじ さん を ふも る と か ら の ぼ 
っ た (I) climbed Mt. Fuji from the base 
——; 1481, 0350, 0037, 1054 


IE x42« footofamountain ............ 0037 


























OF GRACEFUL BEAUTY 











レイ 
うる わ ( し い ) 





7 Deer (È) in its shelter at the FOOT OF A MOUNTAIN, just inside the tree line, i.e., the edge 
of the forest ($K). You might think of ふも と as an abbreviation for “foot of a mountain’ or, 
if you prefer, ふじ さん の も と . 


REA. れい じん 4 beauty, belle 


OS きれ いな beautiful, pretty; clean; fair 
1329 


FES びれ いな beautiful, gorgeous....... 0497 
JERE phie resplendent, gorgeous... 1012 


OLO ぅ る わ も しい beautiful 






















RECOMMEND 











セン 
すす ( め る ) 





8 | Someone has noticed the deer (XE) and is just now admiring its GRACEFUL BEAUTY with wide- 
open eyes (51-8, including the eyebrows). 





推荐 二 加 すい せん する recommend, nominate 


eo 2150 
推薦 状 すい せん じょう recommendation letter 

DX com 2150, 0616 
BE じ せ 4 self-recommendation.......... 0081 
RAS thr recommendation 1247 


〇 薦め る すす め る recommend 


| 





9 | In this and the next entry, deer (JI) is abbreviated to its head (and the shelter it sleeps in). 
Here, a half-eaten bird ($) sticks out of the deer's mouth. Willing to share the uneaten half, 
the deer RECOMMENDS it for our delectation—with grass (+) garnish. se B 2260 











FELICITATION, rejoicing 











L- 
ケイ 








慶祝 けい し ig< celebration, congratulation 1200 


OBR けい ちょ 3 congratulations and condo- 


eS 1186 











2739 











| This character brings to mind 4 0779, where we removed the top portion of 愛 LOVE in the 
same way. Here imagine that the deer has sought refuge in its shelter in order to bear its love 
child. Picture a scene of joyful rejoicing and FELICITATION. ee JE 2259 


dé 15 

















HELMET 








ト トウ 
か ぶ と 











SARL か ぶ と を ぬ ぐ take off one's helmet; 


acknowledge defeat .ee 1198 
EDE か ぶ と の ぉ helmetstrap............. 1450 
WIRO か ぶ と じょう の helmet-shaped.......0616 
EE か ぶ と むし rhinoceros beetle.. 0343 














| Along-legged (JL) person with a white (£3) face, wearing a large HELMET. 








GLARE AT 
9 10 
17 
"rn o» 
に ら ( む ) 








ORE cae glare at, stare hard at; keep an eye on 
Wis S に 5 みっ ける glare at stare at 


angrily/sharply........ 0064 
IAS に 5 みた ぉ す stare(someone) down 
CI I EO 0941 














62 4 Visualize ṢẸ as a two-headed person, whose two heads are turned around GLARING AT each | 
other. Note, however, that without H at the left, 5d is the traditional form of 児 . 





RAT, mouse 





N し 





ね ずみ ね ず 








SAX Bad mousehole 0397 
EJB) ね ずみ と り mousetrap; rat poison... 1596 
OR ね ずみ いる darkgray 0528 
RMA soxxv ratpoison 0522, 1261 
栗鼠 りす squime oe 0781 














. Vaguely resembles a RAT's teeth, furry body, and tail. 


DROWN, indulge in 








デキ 
お ぼ ( れ る ) 











COMETS で き し す る drown 
BETIS で き ぁ いす る be infatuated with, love 


Madly. som Rede 0778 
EU 5 ゎ く で きす る indulge in, give way to 
OMM MER EUER 1153 
〇 湧 れ る ぉ ぼれ る drown; become lost in 
湧 れ 死ぬ ぉ ぼれ じ ぬ drown................. 0716 












The right-hand portion of this kanji was not standardized with 53 0424 WEAK when it joined 
the Joyo list (as usual, you should recognize both forms without distinction). We thus have 

"weak in the water ( 3 )/ which means DROWN. It can also mean indulge in, from the idea of 
immersion. The on reading デキ is unique in this course. 























八郎 潟 は 5 ろう が た Hachiro Lagoon... 0010, 0286 
TuS ort mud flat, tidalfat 0408 
ご 新潟 に い が た Niigata (city and prefecture). .. 0275 

















TURBID 





| At the right, we have elements from both elephant (^ J) and either bird (È) or horse (ES). 
One simple visual approach is to picture a large bird (an ostrich?) gyrating its head (F4) to 
shake off water(¥) as it bathes in a LAGOON. 





T ダク 
d に ご (る ) に ご ( す ) 
















濁流 たく りゅう muddystream................ 


O 混 濁し た こん だ < し た turbid, thick, muddy. 
cloudy. ere 1426 


清 濁 せい た < purity and impurity; good and evil 
"TERME 0974 


〇 濁る に ご る become turbid/impure 
濁す に ご こす maketurbid/impure 
















, ' RUN DRY 
Dy 2THIRST 





Picture an elephant (^ 7) pulling a net (mm) full of worms (42) from TURBID water 3 ). 





1 10 カツ 
DD) 
















OXEK か っ すい watershortage.  ..... 


"HBTS こ か っ する dry up, run dry; be 
exhausted, be depleted ..................... 1049 


2 LIE) きか っ hungerandthirst............... 1966 
@ 喉 办 渴 《 の と が か ゎ く < bethirsty 1674 






















"4 Recall 匂 smell, from a few pages back. At the right, picture a mischievous elephant who 

loves to spend his days sniffing around here and there under the hot sun (H). The frequent 
` result, as we can see in this entry, is that he ends up desperate for water (Y ): RUN DRY; 
S THIRST. Note the old form, which sets the pattern for this group. v iz; 0446 


常 111 
6 BROWN 0 褐色 か っ し ょ < brown 0528 





カツ 














茶褐色 ちゃ か っ し ょ く brown, liver brown 
Berean tele Aes hudba, eas eaten 0603, 0528 

















The soiled clothes (#) of the mischievous elephant (&): BROWN. 





















KUDZU, arrowroot 








カツ 
くず 








ORE か っ と う entanglements, conflict, trouble 
235 


T «ra kudzufibercloth .............. 
AE < ず こ arrowrootflour 1619 


葛餅 < ず も ち cake made from arrowroot flour 
Beth asthe Seen DT ANA: A ES 2172 















The mischievous elephant (&)) getting tangled up in a coiling plant (+=): KUDZU. This kanji 
was not standardized with the others in this group when it was added to the Joyo list. 


SHOUT AT 












喝采 か っ さい applause, cheers.............. 


喝破 する か っ ぱす る shout someone down, 
declare, pronounce ee 0596 








AY 








喝 いっ か っ thundering cry, roar.......... 0002 
大 喝 する だ いか っ する shoutin athunderous 
| 0033 
















BE GRANTED AN AUDIENCE 

















O 斉 見 ぇ っ けん audience ce. 
FE は い ぇ っ audience with the emperor... 1642 



















(&) something in his own defense. 


PUT UP, display 


Now the mischievous elephant (&j) wishes to BE GRANTED AN AUDIENCE so that he can say 








ケイ 
か か ( げ る ) 














掲揚 する けい よう する hoist, put up, fy (a fag) 

9 揭示 板 けい じ ば 4 bulletin board. ....0311, 0924 
掲載 する けい さい する publish, print....... 1318 

〇 掲げ る か か げ る putup, hoist; display in writing, 
publish 

国旗 を 掲げ る こっ き を か か げ る hoistthe 
national ffag .ee, 0075, 0573 











Picture a hand (F ) raising a banner high up on the back of the mischievous elephant (&): 
PUT UP. As the sample vocabulary will illustrate, it is important to visualize the idea of hoist- 
ing the banner up to a high place, where it is easily visible. «= 17; 1308 




















(sign of) THE DOG 





ジュ ツ 
いぬ 








〇 成年 いぬ と し YearoftheDog .…………… 0117 








| The conspicuous feature of this character is 53, which distinguishes it from JX, guided spear. 


d 62 | Simply associate that stroke with a DOG's canine tooth. To refer to the actual creature, use X 


DOG. 




















REASONABLE, plausible 









ユウ 
も っ と (も ) 








0293; the present entry is only used in reference to the Chinese horary or zodiac sign of THE 






ÈE ゅ ぅ と plausibility, likelihood.......... 
CHL ご も っ と も You are quite right 
LOLO も っ と も らし い plausible 



















| You might start by focusing on this character's general balance between left and right, and 
associating that with the keyword “REASONABLE.” But given that this kanji appears in so few 
words, you should concern yourself more with learning to recognize V1-3 than learning the 
kanji for its own sake. Note that this form appeared earlier in FA 1283. «= Ñ 0293 


‘GOOD FOR NOTHING 
? CLOGS 





y y 











! 駄作 た さく poorpiece (of writing) .......... 0152 
TERIA teh poorjoke [pun] ......0798, 0793 
! 無駄 な むだ な no good, fruitless, wasteful 0048 
FEK tf 大 geta, wooden clogs............... 0040 











1 HORSE, pony 
2 CHESS PIECE 





こま 





51 A thick (s, i.e., fat) horse( 馬 ): GOOD FOR NOTHING. You might think of M2 CLOGS as 
coming from the resemblance between the sound of a person walking in clogs and the hoof- 
clatter of a very slow-paced horse. 


る ③ 将 棋 の 駒 し ょ う ぎ の こま shogi pieces, chessmen 
0614, 1796 

2 駒 損 こま そん (に こま そん ) loss of material [in 
shogil 1595 





2 持ち駒 も ちご ま captured piece 








Picture the elephant (^ J) holding in its mouth (LI) a very small HORSE or pony, which it 
uses as a CHESS PIECE in a game of 将棋 (しょ う ぎ , Japanese chess). Now would be a good 
time to review 駆 1388-8 1390. es Sef 1331 











Ae 


ハ ヾ 






' SERIOUS 














1 篇 学 と < が < devotion to one's studies .... 








2KIND ! 篤 農家 と < の ぅ か diligentfarmer ..... 
fe ae seriouslyi a. 
トク 1 2 懇 父 な こん と < な cordial, kind .............. 2207 
DEBE と < し か benevolent person; volunteer 
oo 0369, 0219 

















| A horse (ES) crowned with a bamboo (や ) laurel for being very SERIOUS and KIND. 


SPEAK ILL OF 

















ON 2 の の し る speak ill of, abuse; denounce 
tHe IBS か ぁみ を の の し る blaspheme against God 
0316 











OR uev booing,jeering. 0529 
RA ば と うす る denounce, censure ...0941 
MES ちょ うば insult, verbalabuse ........... 2221 














8 We have long since gotten into the habit of seeing B! as a net, but in the next two entries, it 
would be well to see it as an eye (H). In this entry, picture the eye looking down rebukingly 
on the horse ( 馬 ) for some fault it has committed: SPEAK ILL OF. 








農 視 する べ っ し する lookdownon 
ORRE ono scorn, contempt ............. 1256 
茂 称 ^U» pejorativeterm.............. 0584 





ny 





さき げす ( む ) な い が し ( ろ )* 


OO さげ すむ look down on 


蔵 ろ に する な い が し ろ に する look down on, take 
lightly 














7 a L - 
| This time the rebuking eye (H1) looks down SCORNFULLY upon a humble dog (FX, 2273). 十 
suggests an eyebrow. 





OBLCTÉS 2 ゎ な に ぉ ちる fallinto a snare/trap 
0793 


BURCH ね ずみ を わな で と る catcharatina 
liest p MEE 2203, 1596 

















| Now we revert to the usual interpretation of Zi, net, which we can observe here ensnaring 
the public(E&) in a TRAP. 


























RAVEN, crow 














鳥 が 鳴い て いる か ら す が な いて いる the crows 
are cawing -a 2157 
鳥 の 濡れ 羽 色 か ら す の ぬれ ば いろ glossy black 
(like the wet wings of a crow) ...2112, 0418, 0528 
EGO 5c50Ue5 disorderly crowd, mob 
ーー 0227, 1405 
OREA ウー ロン ちゃ oolongtea........ 0507, 0603 




















1 


JNS 


DUCK 








オウ 
か も 





1 By now you've seen ES enough to recognize that in this entry a stroke is missing from the 
bird's head. This is the RAVEN, whose pitch-black coloring makes its facial features indistin- 
guishable to us. «= 鳥 0340 


鴨 の 群れ か も の むれ aflockofducks....... 1408 

鴨 の くち ば し か る の くち ば し aducksbil 

小 鴨 こ が も duckling 0034 
〇 鴨 に する か も に する makea sucker out of 











1143 
名 |16 








4 
2 
9 
2 


10 WA 


PIGEON 


|| visualize 甲 asthe head of a DUCK, its long bill pointed downward. 








キュ ウ 
は と 


伝書 鳩 て ん し ょ ば と carrier/homing pigeon 
0223, 0079 





九 羽 の 鳩 きゅう ゎ の は と nine pigeons ..0011, 0418 





3283 | Nine (JL) birds ($) gathering around to show interest in your lunch: PIGEONS. 





NS 


CHICKEN 


OBT ゆい に くに と り に く ) chicken (meat) 
養鶏 よう けい chicken raising 
鶏卵 り ぃ 5 ん 【hen's)egg 








ケイ 
に わ と り 


HÆ と ぅ けい cockfight fighting cock 
ORDA に ゎ と り の ぇ さ chicken feed 








BK | A husband (X) carrying home a CHICKEN by its claws (5°, i.e., its feet). 























RAVINE ORF けり いこ < ravine, valley, canyon 
渓 問 けい か ん ravine 

雪 溪 せっ けい snowy valley/ravine 
«1 

















Visualize rain falling in a RAVINE and streams flowing out of it. Picture * as rain falling at 


the top of the ravine, and as streams flowing out into a broad valley below. As aids for 
recognizing the meaning, use the combination of water( Y ) and the narrowing of X toward 
the top. ss" 1 1844 


BUR 13543 hawking, falconry 
EE た か じょう falconer 
Off He た か は hawks, hard-liners 

















3 Picture イ as a falconer standing under a shelter (J "). Then see 鳥 as a HAWK in his service, 
just now bringing in a small bird (E) she has captured. 


FEEDS 1a<ednv bald eagle 
OORE ゎ わし の ひな eaglet 
OX. ゎ し づか ぁ clutching 
| ÆA bus aquilinenose [hooK-nose]. .. 1558 

















Review 就 1283. Again let the sinking trajectory of S10 suggest settling, and visualize Basa 
large bird settling into its nest: EAGLE. 


IMPERIAL SEAL O 御 電 ぎょ じ imperial seal 

















i | ff looks a bit like a curly-haired sheep that has been tied up. Think of it as the golden 
fleece. Engraved on a round stone (=k), it serves as the IMPERIAL SEAL. 











REFRESHING 〇 爽快 な そう か いな refreshing, invigorating, 
exhilarating 
ご 爽やか な 風 さ ゎ や か な か ぜ refreshing wind 
0425 





ソウ 


FERED べ ん ぜ つっ さ ゎ や か fluent/eloquent 
さわ (や か ) in speech 1052, 0052 











} | See J£ as person who, feeling hot, holds out her arms to let a REFRESHING breeze blow over 
her body. In reference to voice or speech, 2€ means "clear" or “fluent,” like a flowing breeze. 




















1STITCH TOGETHER, bind OR 2 と bs bind; file 
? COMPOSE, spell ! 綴 じ 本 と じ ほ 4 bound book ................ 0031 
手紙 を ファ イル に 綴じ る て が み を ファ イル に と じ る 
file away jetters .ee. 0046, 0478 
テイ テッ 2 詩歌 を 綴る し いか を っ づる compose poetry 
Di 0389, 0827 
ご 綴り っ づり spelling [as ofa namel; binding [as 
of a book] 











| ed E See all the ヌ s as threads (%) being STITCHED TOGETHER to bind a book. M2 COMPOSE/ 
条 120| spell is easy to remember as a derivative meaning. 





MULBERRY 桑田 そう で ん mulberry plantation 0020 


くわ た に くわ だ ) Kuwata (= Kuwada) [sumame] 
O 和 桑畑 < ゎ ば た け mulberry field 0129 
桑 摘み < ゎ っ ぁ pickingmulbery leaves... 1118 

















SILKWORM BILRORL PAA HOUDA 
た べ な い Silkworms only eat mulberry leaves 
2291, 0605, 0288 





サン 
か いこ 











92 | Heavenly CK) worm ($): SILKWORM. vs & 2293 


































9 蛋白 た ん ば < egg white: protein ............ 0076 
RAH た ん ば < し っ protein............ 0076, 0318 


动物 性 蛋白 と うぶ っ つ せ いた ん 4 ば < animal protein 
E 0540, 0172, 0128, 0076 


植物 性 蛋白 し ょ く < ぶつ せい た ん ば < vegetable 
protein .ee 0840, 0172, 0128, 0076 





2293 | Recall JE broken/deformed, first introduced at HE 0572. In this entry, think of an insect (H) 
trying to eat an EGG but breaking its proboscis on the shell. = # 2292 



























SEO HARE か に の こう 5 carapace of a crab 
p eM M eR AP 1521, 0896 


ORE OX. か に の は さ み pincers of a crab 



















PF SEAR subi horseshoecrab............. 2261 

か に REO REE か に の よこ ば い the crab's sideward 

CW 0916, 1554 

RE Be が に また bowlegs .i 1990 

Here H1 suggests the broad category of arthropods. An arthropod that we must painstakingly 
take apart (Be) in order to eat: CRAB. ms & 1382, fit 0344 





MOSQUITO 











か 








OR LURE か と り を 4 こう mosquito-repellent 
InCenS6 eee 0059, 0210, 1781 


IY OUR REET Hotele very faint 
Voice cu ei ween wee 2157, 0501, 0529 


蚊帐 か や (= か ちょ う ) mosquito net .......... 2021 
Mibi ほろ が ゃ mosquito tent ......2241,2021 









MOSQUITO. 








: An insect ($) coming to suck your blood while you're studying at your writing desk (3C): 


(sign of) THE SERPENT 





ン 
み 





O 已 年 geL YearoftheSerpent.............. 
WE は っ ぁ first serpent day of the year....0710 














the name-use kanji 已 HALT, se E 0527 











| This is the final horary sign we have to master—THE SERPENT. We can see half the serpent's 
length coiled tightly at the top, and the other half beginning to uncoil itself at the bottom. 
To refer to the actual creature, use the next entry. Do not confuse this kanji (or Œ 0426) with 


2873 
606 名 | 3 





























蛇の目 じゃ の め umbrella with asnakeseye 

pattern; double circle pattern. .............. 0021 

ORDO Ce< 吉 faucet s ceo 0019 

ET ] じ 蛇行 する だ こう する meander, igzag.… 0055 

AU 9 毒蛇 と < へ び poisonoussnake 0133 
蛇 が 卵 を 奉 ん だ へ び が た ま ご を の ん だ The 

snake swallowed an egg. .............. 1141, 2174 











2 ) COCOON 





|| Asa shortcut, visualize S11 the same way we did the long, curling stroke in the previous entry: 
as the winding body of a SNAKE. Œ suggests a kind of worm. e= 能 2144 


OA WAL silkthread ss 0112 
OR EH øga spinacocoon.....1117 
WE まゆ だ ま festive New Year's cocoons...0073 





ケン 
まゆ 





























2298 | A worm (Œ, i.e., larva) eating grass (+=), whence it spins thread (#). Using this last, it 
条 120| encloses itself: COCOON. 




















2107 
tí 18 
4 n BUTTERFLY OW ちょ うぅ ちょ う butterfly 
ES > 胡蝶 2525 butterfly. .i 0258 
高 山 蝶 こう さん ちょ う alpine butterfly. .0185,0037 
13 
d^ : チョ ウ 纹 白 蝶 る ん し ろ ちょ う cabbage butterfly 
PET 1416.0076 
i Again let 葉 represent 葉 0605 LEAF. A worm (9) feeding on a leaf: BUTTERFLY. 
1278 
名 |15 
4 RAINBOW 虹彩 こう さい iS ee. 0990 
f 7 O 虹 色 に じい ろ rainbow colors................ 0528 
: 虹 の 彼方 に に じ の か な た に over the rainbow 
RUM PT IO REIP EE 0597, 0173 
コウ * 
に じ 

















"TE Our journey through the kanji began at the SUN H. It ends at a RAINBOW. This tiny worm 


(42) can only see 工 from one side, so to the worm it appears as a long arch (>). Think of it 
as an arch of colors, and picture the worm inching its way from one end to the other, a fitting 
image for our long pursuit of, and present arrival at, the end of the RAINBOW. 








607 








BASIC PRINCIPLES OF STROKE DIRECTION 
AND STROKE ORDER 


Stroke Direction 


1。 


Horizontal strokes go from left to right: 


— 
ーーー 


. Vertical or slanting strokes go from top to bottom: 


low 7 
except in special combinations of a downward-slanting and an upward-slant- 


ing stroke: y CX) > CE) 2k (GE) ※( 楽 ) デ OR) 


. Asingle stroke may change direction multiple times: 


] 1 の 2 2 etc. 


Stroke Order 


1l. 


Top to bottom; top part to bottom part: 
三 ( = 5), = ( UU て = 


ACC RB), RU OX. 


dil 


. Left to right left-hand part to right-hand part: 


MC IIAM, 及 P K MW; 
wa w, BE 語 ), AU P 例 ). 


. When intersecting, horizontal strokes usually go before vertical strokes: 


ee eG Mees ea), 
CE doo) 6 ge OHAIT 月 H), 
(2 


except in 田 , ze , and extensions thereof: 


emm sw), :82:0(r m ww), fO A), 
REC TFE 4 o0 B WC "て 





4. Vertical stroke precedes horizontal stroke extending toward the right: 


EOE qb MV TURA 





5. Central strokes go first when flanked on each side by no more than two strokes: 
WC) 4 4), LS NO LA 
水 (] 4 K), RO F A, hk GE OFF 赤 ), 
ROC OU 7, GE(* 3 8), R BR), 


except in » K)and b (^ 7 jc 
6. Enclosing frame goes first, but *closing" line goes last: 


国人 [|] B] EBD, AM 内 ND, 
em FB), 月 (月 月 A) 


but note the writing of L, as in 区 ( 7X 区 ). 
7. Right-to-left slanting stroke goes before left-to-right: 


AU Uno m( A^ m. 00^ n 
X( 7 x, XQ P$ S) RV A). 


8. Central vertical strokes that protrude at either top or bottom go last: 
qiie OG. X0 ず ) 
和 


but those protruding neither above nor below go after the top part: 

("= P E, 2(6 * €), BC u. 
9. Horizontals piercing through the whole character go last: 

X (A 女 ), S(H 8), ACM Ft); 

except te (— + s). 


10. i, A, and L. go last: 


(E Æ), Z? 建 ), B (B B) 





\ Appendix 1 











REGULAR ON-YOMI GROUPS 


This appendix lists several hundred kanji whose Chinese-derived reading (音読 み 
on-yomi) can be determined with a high degree of reliability based on the presence 
of a particular phonetic component, sometimes under specified conditions. 

Because on-yomi are so irregular, it is generally best to learn them through 
the process of adding kanji compounds to your vocabulary, rather than trying to 
memorize them for their own sake. This rule does not apply, however, to the kanji 
listed in this appendix, whose readings can be learned by mastering a limited 
number of phonetic components. By taking advantage of these low-hanging fruit, 
you can make significant progress toward being able to pronounce kanji com- 
pounds and input kanji on a computer or other electronic device. 


Arrangement and Format 


Groups are arranged in the order in which their phonetic components appear in 
the main entries, so that you may consult this appendix as you proceed through 
the course. Within groups, kanji are arranged in ascending order of their entry 
numbers. The end of each group is marked by a horizontal line. 

Phonetic components appear in the left column, at the top of each group. Use 
these for self-testing. Superscript numerals following some phonetic components 
refer the user to an endnote specifying the conditions under which this component 
is to be associated with the reading shown. The most common condition is that 
the phonetic component be located at the right side of a kanji, which is the most 
frequent position for a kanji's pronunciation marker. 

Small black circles (*) located between the phonetic component and the first 
kanji in the group indicate groups having one or more exceptions (see Selection 
Criteria, below). Oz readings appear to the right of each kanji. When the on read- 
ing does not match the predicted reading, it appears in parentheses, followed by 
a small black circle. When it matches the predicted reading but is not the only on 
reading for the kanji, it is followed by a small empty circle (). 

When studying groups having one or more exceptions or conditions, you 
should not only memorize the common reading, but also note the exceptions. 
Take care to isolate these in your memory from the rest of the group. These excep- 
tions require special attention, because only when these are known can one be 
confident of knowing the pronunciation of all the others. 


Selection Criteria 


This table includes groups of three or more kanji whose readings can be predicted 
with at least 75% accuracy based on the presence of a particular phonetic component. 
It also includes kanji pairs whose readings can be predicted with 100% accuracy. 
Characters containing the phonetic component but not having the predicted 
reading counted as a full exception, even those whose reading varied from the 





ii il 


predicted reading only by the difference between a long and short vowel (e.g., 
7 and ソウ ), or that between a monophthong and a diphthong (e.g., 2 and キョ 
7). Characters whose reading varied from the predicted reading only by the voic- 
ing or non-voicing of a consonant (e.g., ドウ vs. トウ ) counted as a half-exception. 
Moreover, characters having the predicted reading but also having one or more 
other readings were counted as a half-exception per additional reading. 

Some groups/pairs were able to meet the 7526/10076 predictability standard 
only by specifying a condition as to the location of the phonetic component (these 
conditions appear in the endnotes following the table). Allowing for such condi- 
tions introduced a degree of subjectivity into the decision regarding which groups 
to include. In all cases, the guiding principle was to introduce only those condi- 
tions whose benefit in clearing away exceptions seemed to outweigh their cost in 
added complexity. 


Other Groups to Note 


In the course of your study, you will note numerous groups containing a phonetic 
component that is more or less useful in predicting the on-yomi, but which are not 
included in this table. In particular, it is useful to note the following: 


1. While the on-yomi of kanji that include 古 vary slightly, their vowel sounds 
are always short: 古 , 故 , 固 , 湖 , 枯 , $ (2); 胡 (2/27); 個 , ff (2/20); 居 , 据 , 裾 
(GF 3); and 苦 (7). The 摘 (テキ ) group should be considered separately. 


Ay 


2. 者 and @ are read シャ , but all others containing 者 end in a short “o”: ¥, 


ii, 著 , 儲 (Fa); 諸 , 署 , B, 曙 (ショ ): fH (73/73); and 都 , 賭 ( ト ). 


3. All kanji containing 青 have the on-yomi t 4, though not always exclusively 
(additional on-yomi shown in parentheses): 青 (737), 情 (ジョ ウ ), 清 (737), 
HS, 精 (ショ ウ ), 请 (シン ), and 静 (ジョ ウ ). 


4. All kanji containing 半 have the on reading ハン , though 判 , 伴 and 絆 may 
































also be read バン . 
E - 0003 促 77 1604 be バイ 1264 
ak = (Qu) | 無 * 無 7' 0048 賠 バイ 1265 
位 =° 10%4 舞 7 pn | 代 ・ 代 94° 0071 
五 五 ゴ 0007 He 7 1538 aS タイ 0702 
E. ゴ 0220 | 付 付 フ 0064 貸 タイ 1163 
語 ゴ 0222 府 7 047 |A” A /N7^ 0076 
TE ゴ 0326 符 7 0982 AH ハク 0670 
中 中 チュ ウ 0035 腐 フ 2189 iH ハク 1182 
促 チュ ウ 0643 附 フ 2214 iH ハク M83 
E a5 064 |o ジュ 0065 伯 ハク 1184 
沖 チュ ウ 0645 授 ジュ 1123 44 ^^ 1185 
E 中 v7 0044 l f バイ 009 | 长 fe Fan 009 
提 ンク 1603 バイ 1263 Hé チョ ゥ 2019 
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张 Fay 2020 稿 25 1580 | 宿 fH シュ ク 0292 
We Fad 2021 ku コウ 1581 縮 シュ ク 0875 
安 安 ァ ン 096 | 市 “市 > 0205 | 禁 禁 キン 0312 
案 7» 0097 姉 シ 1205 裤 キン 1532 
交 * 交 25 0102 肺 (wt 1981 | om * BH シン 0315 
fà コウ 0103 Tif シ 2234 神 シン ” 0316 
EEO (520003 | 泉 H セン 0207 {h シン 0873 
yi コウ 142 線 セン 0210 紳 シン 0874 
効 コウ 13 腺 セン 1983 | 感 感 カン 0327 
絞 25 144 | 家 "家 力 ” 0219 T カン 1216 
te AG ^' 0120 Tex ヵ 2201 | 秋 fX vaio» 0364 
花 ヵ m TE カ 2202 和 。 シュ ウゥ 1316 
ME 5 093 | &* 我 z 021 | & GE 0369 
貨 カ 1164 Bk ガ 1965 ERA シ 0370 
Hs WE ヒ 023 | 会 会 ヵ イ ェ エ 02 | 委 4 1 0396 
Ht ヒ 0746 $= ヵ カイ エ 0525 BB 1 1456 
先 J^ e» 014 | oe & レイ 0229 | F °F カン 0408 
洗 セン 0135 冷 レイ 0675 ti カン 0409 
$t セン 2068 KS レイ 0676 yF カン 0410 
x* X コウ Q3 T レイ 0901 カン Un 
E 25 20 $5 LX: 2082 HP ( ヶ ン )* 0691 
ie sw M |a. S ネン 0230 岸 (ガン )* 1648 
a * HB | チョ ウゥ 0145 RA ネン 1700 B カン 1808 
潮 チョ ゥ 04 |E& X チ 0251 肝 カン 1980 
is Fay” 2221 [on チ 2009 | A 利 リ 0412 
Ae B ボウ 01% | H' 组 ソ 0264 梨 リ 1175 
訪 (* ウ )* 0454 祖 ソン 0641 H リ 1943 
紡 ボウ 0835 fH ッ 1515 | E E カン 04 
妨 ボウ 1892 TH y 1516 簡 カン 0463 
ij ボウ 1883 EH 7 7 | 包 ^u ホウ 0457 
B ボウ 1884 |* 新 シン 0275 Hid ホウ 0594 
E ボウ 1886 親 シン 0276 iu ホウ 0664 
Hi ボウ 1996 新 シン 1753 tt, ホウ 0665 
Ej * [n] ドウ 0182 | BE BB ロウ 0286 i ホウ 0666 
筒 (トゥ )* 1038 廊 ロウ 0287 fiy ホウ 1964 
洞 ドゥ 172 | ÈE E カン 0290 胞 ホウ 1084 
胴 ドウ 1992 館 カン 0291 | mf (ショ ウ )* 0460 
si ドウ 2066 管 カン 1839 藤 トウ 2235 
高 ”高 コウ 0185 TE カン 1840 騰 トウ 2236 
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チョ ウ 
チョ ウ 
y e. 


ン 00% 


7 
コウ 
コウ 

(52)* 
37 
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P ODE NN SR o 


セン 
セン 
セン 
コウ 
コウ 
39 
チョ ワウ 
チョ ウ 

チョ ウ 
ボウ 

( ホウ ) * 
ボウ 
ボウ 

ボウ 
ボウ 
ボウ 
ボウ 
ドウ 

( トゥ )“* 
ドウ 
ドウ 
ドウ 
コウ 


2020 
2021 


0097 
0102 
0103 
0693 
1412 
1413 
1414 
0120 
0121 
0593 
1164 
0123 
0746 
0134 
0135 
2068 
0137 
2240 
2241 
0145 
0146 
2221 
0174 
0454 
0835 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1886 
1996 
0182 
1838 
1842 
1992 
2066 
0185 





fa 。 = ゥ 
fm a) 
市 “市 シ 
tihi シ 
肺 ( ハイ ) 
ht シ 
a g ey 
線 セン 
AR セン 
£'ZX E 
15 カ 
TE カ 
R: 我 ガ 
fx ガ 
会 会 ヵ イ ェ 
$2 — ヵ カイ ェ 
os 今 レイ 
is レイ 
ES レイ 
= レイ 
鈴 レイ 
Ee ネン 
1 ネン 
致 致 チ 
Dod = 
且 和 组 ソ 
1H 7 
f 7 
TH 7 
BH ソ 
: J シン 
親 シン 
ES シン 
m BB 27 
廊 ロウ 
t E カン 
館 カン 
管 カン 
TE カン 


1580 
1581 


ン 0205 


1205 
* 1981 
2234 
0207 
0210 
1983 
> 9219 
2201 
2202 
0221 
1965 
0226 
0525 
0229 
0675 
0676 
0901 
> 2082 
0230 
1700 
0251 
2009 
0264 
0641 
1515 
1516 
1517 
0275 
0276 
1753 
0286 
0287 
0290 
0291 
1839 
1840 
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SE ps CRBS c BS ES EST d 
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=} 


SE BE SF els ha Rt COE E S T EE 


シュ ク 
キン 
キン 
シン 
シン 
シン 
シン 
カン 
カン 

シュ ウ 


シュ ウ 


È 


H 


`- 
+ 
v 
W 


0292 
0875 
0312 
1532 


シン 0315 
` 0316 


0873 
0874 
0327 
1216 


0364 


1316 
0349 
0370 
0396 
1456 





( ショ ウ )* 
トウ 
トウ 
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0408 
0409 
0410 
0411 
0691 
1648 
1808 
1980 
0412 
1175 
1943 
0448 
0463 
0457 
0594 
0664 
0665 
0666 
1964 
1984 
0460 
2235 
2236 





































































































pe トウ 2237 m At 0612 | € 爱 74 0778 
B às 5 0464 | 将 将 vao 0614 E 74 2249 
宰 A 1486 at ショ ゥ 065 | & 4 ュ ウ 0779 
id カ 1487 A$ yay 2128 優 17) 0780 
鍋 ヵ 188 | KJ ^f 0617 | 2 HH ë ヒョウ 0782 
m W カイ 0469 内 ヘイ 1523 標 ヒョウ 0783 
械 カイ 0474 NW ヘイ 1524 i ヒョウ 0784 
ag 幾 + 0470 | x TB 47 0620 | X BE ソン 0802 
A * 0471 fs 47 0n 哈 ソン 2011 
BE キ 0472 億 ォ ク 0622 Ta ソン 2012 
機 + Q7 | 則 Hi] v7 0625 | w"*n[ カ 0814 
He E シ 0476 側 77 0626 何 カ 0815 
紙 シ 0478 測 77 0627 可 ^ 0816 
民 EK ミン 0477 | 祭り £x サイ 0637 荷 » 0817 
Hi ミン 1009 際 サイ 0638 河 » 0818 
kz 低 ティ Q9 5 ZR サッ 0639 Bay ( ア )* 0819 
TK テイ 0480 Te サッ 2098 歌 カ 0827 
Kp ティ 0481 | x X. Yan 0657 | 8 n] z 0820 
JE テイ 0482 RE ジョ ウゥ 0658 伺 > D821 
E 巨 * ョ 0483 | 般 * 般 ハン 0671 Em シ 082 
BE キョ 2013 搬 ハン 0672 fi] シ 0823 
拒 キョ 2014 HE (バン )* 0673 而 0825 
B B ノウ (Q5 | E 蔵 ゾウ 0695 i 0826 
濃 ノウ 0512 Wet ソウ WA | E'H セキ 0831 
a TH s mjia € ソウ 0696 積 セキ 0832 
fy キョ ウ W% 創 ソウ 0697 BO (サイ )* 0833 
要 要 ay 0547 | 表 Fe ヒョウ 0705 fü tx 0836 
JE ヨウ 1987 B ヒョウ 1355 | S JN シュ ウ 0845 
知 4 チ 0560 | 制 制 セイ 0708 洲 | シュ ウ 0846 
知 チ 1093 pul tf 0709 酬 シュ ウ 1627 
痴 チ 1941 | 列 * 別 レッ 8|» OBR v 0852 
* CK シュ 0566 3j wy 0719 ee z 2095 
珠 シュ 1207 Bu LY 0720 pe マ 2099 
yk シュ 1208 B (ur)? on gs v 2100 
放 放 ホウ 0574 | — M ケイ 0722 | FR b レキ 0853 
做 ホウ 1353 型 ケイ 0723 p レキ 0854 
gs H ティ 0587 | Æ% 座 ザ 09 | &* エン 0856 
程 テイ 0588 Als ザ 0750 iu Ty” (857 
4 dr カイ 0611 T ザ 1699 猿 ェ ン 1859 
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g ° 8 フク 0863 | X FE Yad 1005 滴 テキ 1119 
腹 フク 0864 fl vao 1007 A: (チャ ク )* 1120 
fü 77 0865 | 2 侵 シン 1013 3 テキ 1121 
78 フク 1870 x シン 1014 BL テキ 1122 
履 (Qvam 寝 シン 1015 | E" £ カン 1128 
is oe ティ 0877 | at $f シャ 1021 t カン 1129 
庭 ティ 0878 E シャ 1022 £k カン 1131 
艇 ティ 0879 | & ° RR ヶ ン 1029 | £8 カク 1132 
+ 构 コウ 0917 験 ケン 1030 確 カク 1133 
ü 25 0918 険 ヶ ン 1031 | & 慢 マン 1134 
購 コウ 0919 fox ケン 1032 漫 マン 115 
"ns 25 0920 gi] ヶ ン 1033 | 加 “加 カ n 
X 義 x 0926 | & CA ヨウ 1037 賀 ( ガ )* 1172 
E ギ 0927 浴 35 1038 An 5 1173 
BE x 0928 | # fF zas 1051 x = キ 1212 
x x 0929 昇 ショ ウ 1053 is キ 2015 
#° = シ 0n | 荒 荒 25 104 | $ 3& ゼン 1213 
=] シ 0932 Di コウ 1065 f ゼン 1214 
Hg > 19% | R j£ ソン 1079 騰 ゼン 1215 
語 (0407 1995 Xf ソン 200 si WW タイ 132 
到 到 トゥ 040 | 局 偏 ヘン 1081 n タイ 1233 
倒 トウ 0941 hi ^» 1082 | ® 换 カン 1269 
全 p ュ 0945 fin ヘン 1083 唤 カン 1270 
論 ュ 0946 篇 ^» 1084 | A B ショ ウゥ 1288 
愉 i pg 3 普 1085 消 vas? 9 
癒 ュ 0948 ax 7 1086 硝 ^ ao 1290 
lg ュ 2140 | a A ニン 1095 TH Yay 1291 
X OF リョ ウ 0952 E ニン 1096 宵 ショ ウ 193 
僚 va” 0959 | Rk FE sao 1097 | oc WD avo 1295 
p リョ ウ 0954 $E キュ ウゥ 1098 Fe xao 1296 
$ Vay 0955 BRK キュ ウゥ 1099 2E «ao 1297 
* X サイ Q8 | 8" 有 vao 10 | a ° F キ 1329 
3E サイ — 0988 招 ya2> nu 寄 ^ 1330 
Tk サイ 0989 id ya 1105 55 キ 1331 
彩 サイ 0990 紹 van 110 椅 ( イ )* 1332 
^ jj ジュ ッ 09 8d ショ ゥ 1107 埼 キ 1334 
yh ジュ ツ 0994 E vay w | 类 B ボク 1958 
€ 漆 シッ 100) 昭 ショ ウゥ 10 TE ボク 1359 
膝 シッ 19 | 商 * 摘 テキ me | R dX バッ 1361 
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iis バッ 1362 循 。 ジュン 1552 dh ショ ウゥ 1686 
&£ d ay ne | 看 橋 ォ ョ ウ 1898 | k jk If 161 
ay 3% 1370 AE キョ ウ 1579 vk r4 1692 
E ay 1» | tdt ソウ 1589 3i r4 1893 
条 WE ホウ 1378 JE vy 1590 | 困 W コン 1723 
x ホウ 1379 WE yy" 1591 TN a» 1724 
£t ホウ 10 | 98 dg ホ 1596 | 因 * 1» 15 
峰 ホウ 1381 補 ^ 1598 ィ ン 1726 
| RB ミッ 1382 m A 1599 咽 ィ ン 1727 
ミッ 1383 Ilf ホ 1600 | き * 勤 キン ? 1732 
B BE グン 1408 £ ホ 1601 EET ィ ン 1733 
郡 グン 1409 | 建 * 建 ケン "1609 f ィ ン 1734 
Sow ティ M8 健 ケン 160 | 及 A o *ao 160 
締 ティ 1419 键 ケン 2077 級 キュ ウ 1762 
am ティ 1420 | Be KE トウ 1615 W  * ュ 9 1763 
mo E ティ 12 糖 トゥ 66 | 9) W Y 7776 
停 ティ 1424 | 凡凡 ハン ” 1629 期 ソ um 
B E コン 1425 DL ハン 1631 | ae 操 ソウ 1809 
ik コン 1426 WL ハン 1632 燥 ソウ 1810 
ko Bb at 1427 ox d コウ 1639 BE ソウ 1812 
TE カイ 1428 航 ュ ゥ 1640 | & lH フン 1813 
á カイ 1429 Hi 25 164 if フン 1814 
階 カイ 1430 | JW AR ホウ 1650 T フン 1815 
训 就 Da7 1436 HH ホウ 1220 | WS AY) ビョウ 1823 
Bh ジュ ク 1437 | & 焦 ショ ウ 1654 描 ビョウ 1824 
章 童 vao 1459 HE ^25 1655 jH ビョウ 1825 
BH vay M | € iE Yad 1662 m JE クッ 183 
障 va2a5 1461 嬢 ジョウ 1663 Ju クッ 1835 
ROR ゴ 1478 HE sad 1664 fü クッ 1843 
ye ゴ 1479 HE ジョ ゥ 16 | FE PE ハン 1853 
誤 ゴ qwe | & H カイ 1666 pt ハン 0854 
g” E フク 1482 懐 カイ 1667 | 名 Z コッ 1857 
E フク 1483 | 侯 fx コウ 1673 vu コッ 1858 
8 フク 1484 吃 ュ ゥ WA | A Ñ テイ 186 
w R ラン 1489 候 コウ 1675 1A テイ 1868 
欄 ラン 140 |H B ボウ 1683 | B °R グ ウ 1874 
R BH カン 14549 IE ボウ 1687 隅 グ ウ 1875 
Ix ar 1550 | 昌 B ショ ウ 1684 グ ウ 187 
E JE ジュ ン 1551 唱 ショ ウゥ 1685 思 ( グ )* 1878 
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sou ソウ 1879 脳 ノウ 1973 AY ゲン 2143 
i v5 180 | mM wy F 207 | i £& ジ nm 
p ソウ 1881 ax ド 2048 25 ジ 80 
E Je 1889 pra ド 2049 Tis ジ 2181 
顧 2 1890 5 H e 298 | & FR テッ 120 
BR HE 5 1903 碑 ヒ 2088 徹 テッ 2188 
霞 5 1904 Jui ヒ 209 | & fi Fad 2190 
a EH ヵ カン m |a R ホウ "2103 fe Fad 2 
慣 カン 1912 ES ホウ 2106 | 月 | BR コン 2206 
x 峡 a5 1932 ES (ボゥ )* 2107 3R コン 2207 
Re ”* ョ ウ 1933 Ji ホウ 208 | s 随 ズ イ ma 
挟 sao 1934 | B F ジュ 20m d Xf 2215 
PH キョ ウ 1935 Hm ジュ 212 | me Ñx At 123 
* Hm カン 1998 [ES ジュ 2113 me ヘイ 2224 
HB ヵ ン 1939  H 尉 4 2124 ik ヘイ 2295 
* 堪 トウ 1959 尉 ィ 2125 | 全 2 栓 セン 2230 
搭 トゥ 10 | & F&F チク 13 um e» 2231 
Ju" fil キ 1966 = テク uisa $8 ケイ 2084 
机 + 1997 | E" 玄 ゲン 2135 PE ケイ 2285 
B BÉ リ 1970 tra ゲン Q6 
璃 リ 25 IA ゲン 2137 
& 悩 ノウ 1972 By ゲン 2142 
Endnotes 


“PC” = phonetic component 
1 PC alone at right side (excludes 部 , 前 , 競 ) — " Nothing above PC (excludes ££, 擦 ) 


2 PC is character itself, or is alone at right 12 PC not covered by 大 (excludes 8, etc.) 
side (excludes 原 , 階 , etc.) 


3 PC not at left side (excludes if) 

4 PC at right side (excludes 77, 施 , etc.) 

5 PC not at bottom (excludes &, etc.) 

6 PC not at left side (excludes 44) 

7 PC alone at right side (excludes ‘ff, etc.) 


3 PC not bounded by enclosure (excludes 超 ) 
4 PC at left side (excludes 権 ) 

15 PC at center or right side (excludes 削 ) 

16 PC at left side (excludes Æ) 

7 PC at one side (excludes 富 ) 

18 PC not on top (excludes $) 

1 PC alone at right side (excludes 抗 , etc.) 
2 PC not on top of anything (excludes &, &) 
2 PC at right side (excludes 全 ) 


8 PC is character itself, or is alone at right 
side (excludes 婚 ) 


9 O alone atop E (excludes Œ) 
10 PC at right side (excludes XX) 
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SELECTED COMPOUNDS WITH 
IRREGULAR READINGS 


The following list was adapted from the appendix to the proposed changes to the 
Joyo Kanji List (「 改 定常 用 漢字 表 」 に 関す る 試案 , Ministry of Education, Council 
on Culture, Subcommittee on Japanese Language, April 2010). 


明日 t 
aA o あずき 
海女 あま 
人 硫黄 いおう 
意气 地 いく < くじ 
田舎 いな か 
息吹 いぶき 
海原 うな ば ら 
乳母 ag 
浮気 bs 
浮 24 うわ つく 
笑顔 えがお 
叔父 一 伯父 

お じ 
KA お と な 
乙女 st 
叔 母 了 伯母 

お ば 





BMY SA 


tomorrow 

adzuki bean 

woman diver 

sulfur 

pride, self-respect; 
backbone 

country, rural district 
breath 

sea, ocean 

wet nurse 
inconstancy; love affair; 
fickleness 


be fickle, be flippant, be 
restless 


smiling face, smile 


uncle (younger than one’s 


parent)/uncle (older than 
one’s parent) 


adult 
virgin, maiden 


aunt (younger than one’s 


parent)/aunt (older than 
one’s parent) 


お まわ りさ ん policeman 


お 神酒 お みき 
母屋 / 母 家 
お も や 
母さん か あさ ん 
神楽 か ぐら 
河岸 か し 
Sua ^U 


sacred wine/sake; sake 


main house/wing 
mother 


sacred (Shinto) music 
and dancing 
riverside; fish market 


blacksmith 





風邪 か ぜ (common) cold 
固 嘩 (を 飲む ) 
か た ず (ENT) 
(to anxiously hold one's) 
breath 
板 名 か な kana, Japanese syllabary 
WE pe mosquito net 
A XR か わせ money order, exchange 


河原 川原 


か わら dry riverbed, river beach 
昨日 きのう yesterday 
今日 きょう toda 
果物 くだ も の fruit 
ZA くろ うと expert, master hand 
今朝 けさ this morning 
景 けし き scenery, landscape 
心地 ここ ち feeling, mood 
今年 こと し this year 
早乙女 さ お と め rice-planting girl; girl 
雑魚 さこ small fish, small fry 
FEL さじ き reviewing stand, box, 

gallery 

差し 支え る 

さしつかえ る 

hinder, complicate; object 

早苗 さなえ rice sprouts 
TH Seno early summer rain 
時 雨 し ぐれ latefall/early winter rain 
尻尾 し っ ぽ tail 
竹刀 し な い bamboo sword 
老舗 し に せ old shop 
芝生 し ば ふ lawn, turf 
清水 し みず pure/clear water 





三味 線 し ゃ みせ ん samisen (three-stringed 


砂利 
数 珠 
上 手 
HE 
素人 
師走 


instrument) 
じゃ り gravel, ballast 
じゅ ず Buddhist rosary 
じょう ず skillful, proficient 
し ら が white/gray hair 
し ろう と amateur, novice, outsider 
し わす [LiF] 


数 寄 屋 / 数奇屋 


相撲 
草履 
山車 
太刀 
立ち 退く 


t5 


足袋 


AES 
s 
築山 
梅 十 


Pall 
手伝う 
伝馬 船 
投 綱 


すき や 
すもう 
ぞう り 
だ し 

た ち 

た ちの く 


た な ば た 


た び 


つい ぃ た ち 
つき や ま 
つゆ 


COE 


て つ だ う 


December 


tea-ceremony arbor 
sumo wrestling 
Japanese sandals, zori 
festival car, float 


long sword 


leave, depart, evacuate; 
take refuge; vacate, quit 


Festival of the Weaver 
[star Vega]; the Star 
Festival (July 7) 


Japanese [digitated] 
socks, tabi 

infant, child 

1st day of the month 
artificial hill 

rainy season (of early 
summer) 

unevenness, roughness; 
imbalance 

help, assist, lend a hand 


て ん ませ ん lighter, jolly (boat) 


と あみ 


十 重 二 十 重 


父さん 
時 計 
読経 
友達 
仲人 
名 残 
雪崩 
兄さん 


と え は た え 


と お さん 
と けい 
どっ きょう 
と も だ ち 
な こう ど 
な ご り 
な だ れ 
に いさ ん 


casting net 


manifold, multitude 
father, daddy, papa 
clock, watch 

sutra chanting 

friends 

go-between, matchmaker 
parting; memory; remains 
snowslide, avalanche 
older brother 


姉さん 
野良 
祝詞 
博士 


ね えさ ん 


の ら 
の り と 
は か せ 


zuo RASA E 


zT 


波止場 
= 
日 和 
一 人 
SH 


吹雪 
下 手 
部 屋 
玉子 
真面目 
真っ 赤 


iE 
真っ 青 


土産 
息子 
眼镜 
猛者 
紅葉 
木綿 
最寄り 
八百長 
八百屋 





は た ち 
は つか 


は と ば 
ひと り 
ひよ り 
ふた り 
ふつ か 


ふぶき 
へ た 

へ や 
まい ご 
まじ め 
まっ か 
まっ さ お 


みや げ 
むす こ 
めがね 

も さ 

も み じ 

も めん 

も より 

や お ちょ う 
や お や 


や ま と 
や よい 


ゆか た 
ゆく え 
よせ 


わこ うど 


older sister; waitress, 
girl; miss 

the fields 

Shinto ritual prayer 
doctor, PhD 


twenty years old 


twenty days; 2oth of the 
month 


wharf, quay 
one person 
weather 
two persons 


two days; 2nd of the 
month 


snowstorm 

unskillful, clumsy 
room, chamber 

lost child 

serious, sober, earnest 
deep red 


deep blue; paleness, 
ghastliness 


souvenir 

son 

glasses, spectacles 
stalwart; veteran 

fall colors 

cotton, cotton cloth 
nearest, nearby 

rigged affair, fixed game 
greengrocer; jack-of-all- 
trades 

(old name for Japan) 


third month (of the lunar 
calendar), March 


informal summer kimono 
one's whereabouts 


storyteller's hall, variety 
hall 


youth, young man 


Selected Compounds with Irregular Readings 











UNDERSTANDING KANJI COMPOUNDS 


This appendix lists the principal ways that kanji are combined into compounds. 
Even though these word-formation patterns are generally self-evident, it is useful 
to take time out at a relatively early stage in your study to consider the ways kanji 
are put together to create meaning. I recommend you do this right after studying 
entry 0402 4, by which time you will be familiar with all of the kanji used in the 
main examples below. 

Note that I have excluded kun-yomi compounds, whose construction tends 
to be even more transparent than that of on-yomi compounds. For more detailed 
explanation and for lists of illustrative examples, I refer you to Habein & Mathias’s 
The Complete Guide to Everyday Kanji (Kodansha International). 


Subjec-Predicate 


The first kanji (A) carries out an action indicated by the second kanji (B): 
市 立 し りつ “city-establish” = municipal 
国有 こく ゆう *country-own" = state-owned, national 
AL じん こう “human-manufacture” = man-made 


Verb-Object 


B is the object of an action indicated by A (these compounds mostly come from 
Chinese and reflect Chinese syntax): 


読書 どく し よ *read-book" = reading a book, reading 


防音 ぼう お ん “defend against-sound” = soundproof 
決意 けつ い *decide-mind" = resolution, determination 
有毒 ゆう どく *have-poison" = poisonous 

注目 ちゅ う も く  "concentrate-eye" = attention, notice 

駐日 ちゅ うに ち “stationed-Japan” = stationed in Japan 


Object-Verb 


A is the object of an action indicated by B (these compounds, relatively few in 
number, were mostly coined in Japan and reflect Japanese syntax): 


米 作 べ い さく “rice-cultivate” = rice crop 
肉食 に くし ょ く — *meat-eat" = meat-eating, meat diet 


Modifier—Modified 


A functions as an adjective describing B: 


新人 し ん じん  “new-person” = rookie; newcomer 
外交 が いこ う “outside-intercourse” = diplomacy 








Ll 林 ちく りん "bamboo-forest" = bamboo forest 
読本 と く ほ ん “read-book” = reading book, reader 
早朝 そう ちょ う “early-morning” = early morning 


A functions as an adverb modifying B: 
不快 な ふか いな  “not-pleasant” = unpleasant, disagreeable 
毎日 まい に ち “every-day” = every day 
予防 よ ぼ う “in advance-defend against" = prevention, precaution 
最後 の さい ご の — *mostdater" = last, final 
未定 の ATON “not yet-decide” = undecided, pending 


Compounding of a Single Kanji 


À is repeated to create a plural: 
々 くに ぐに “country-country” = countries, nations 
我々 われ われ “self-self” = we 
A is repeated to emphasize a meaning: 
早々 そう そう (= は や ば や ) “quick-quick” = quickly, without delay 
H^ むか し むか し “former times-former times" = Once upon a time... 


Compounding of Kanji with Similar Meanings 


A and B merely confirm each other's meaning: 

森林 し ん りん “thick woods-forest” = forest, woodland 

禁止 する きん し する “prohibit-stop” = prohibit 

集合 する し ゅ う ご う する “gather-combine” = gather, assemble 
(The above pattern results in part from the need for multisyllabic words to avoid 
confusion in speech - whether in Japanese or in the original Chinese. This helps 


explain the existence of compounds in which one kanji seems to add little or noth- 
ing to the meaning of the other.) 


A and B strengthen each other's meaning: 
広大 な こう だ いな “wide-big” = vast, expansive, grand 
万 全 の ば ん ぜん の “ten thousand-whole" = perfect, infallible 


A and B combine senses to denote a specific meaning: 


発明 は つめ い “open up-clear” = invention, contrivance 
交通 こう つう “intercourse-pass”= traffic; transportation; communication 
耳目 じ も く “ear-eye” = eyes and ears; one's attention 


Compounding of Kanji with Opposite or Complementary Meanings 


A and B together suggest opposite things, a choice, or a range between extremes: 
左右 さゆ う “left-right” = right and left 


有無 26 “there is-nothing" = existence, presence; yes or no 
dE じょう げ “above-below” = high and low; rise and fall 
大 小 だ いし ょ う “big-small” = large and small; size 


Understanding Kanji Compounds 














Aand B together suggest complementary things, or a general category that includes 
them both: 


売買 ば い ば い “sell-buy” = buying and selling, trade 

心身 し ん し ん “mind-body” = mind and body 

山水 さん すい “mountain-water” = landscape 

父母 ふ ぼ “father-mother” = father and mother, parents 


草木 そう も < (= くさ き ) “prass-tree” = trees and plants, vegetation 


Three-Kanji Compounds 


A is a prefix to B and C: 


私 生活 し せい か つ “private-life” = one's private life 
平 社員 ひら し ゃ いん — "plain-employee" = mere clerk 
C is a suffix to A and B: 


入 学 式 に ゅ う が く し き “school entrance-ceremony” = school entrance ceremony 
工事 中 こう じ ち ゅ う *construction-middle" = under construction 

A and B are a prefix to C: 
無人 島 む じ ん と う *without humans-island" = uninhabited island 


B and C are a suffix to A: 
竹細工 た け ざ いく “bamboo-craftsmanship” = bamboo work, bamboo crafts 


A, B, and C combine without prefix or suffix: 
大 中 小 だ いち ゅ うし ょ う “big-middle-small” = large, medium, and small 
年 月 日 ね ん が っ ぴ “year-month-day” = date 


Compounds of Greater than Three Kanji 


These are combinations of smaller units: 
生年 月 日 せい ね ん が っ ぴ “birth-date” = birth date 
駐車 禁止 ちゅ うし ゃ きん し “parking-prohibit” = No Parking 
公安 委員 会 こう あん いい ん か い “public safety-committee" = Public Safety 
Commission 


Abbreviations 


東大 と うだ い , short for 东京 大 学 (と うき ょ うだ い が く , University of Tokyo) 
日 銀 に ちぎ ん , short for 日 本 銀行 (に っ ぽん ぎん こう , Bank of Japan) 


Repeating Graphical Elements 


Many compounds combine two kanji with similar graphical elements (e.g。 宇宙 , 
清潔 , 捕捉 , 憧 慢 , 葛藤 , 咽喉 , 瑠璃, $9 fb, etc.) whose common element is often 
suggestive of the meaning of the compound. This can be used as a clue when read- 
ing, and for remembering the meanings of such compounds. 
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KANJI FOR COUNTRIES AND REGIONS 


Where space is at a premium, writers often abbreviate the names of countries 
and geographical regions using the first kanji of their old (often Chinese-based) 
phonetic spellings. For example, # :F7 may be used as an abbreviation for 3/5 
= メキ シコ (Chinese pinyin: Moxige), such as in the phrase HÆ (IC 512 4, Japan and 
Mexico, Japanese-Mexican). The following table includes a selected list of these 
kanji, alphabetized by country/region name, with entry numbers in this book. 


0819 
0234 
0545 
2204 
1184 
0332 
1147 
0035 
1012 
1385 
0811 
0346 
0231 
2116 
1406 


阿 
米 


SS JE tS Bn OM RB 


独 
EN 
ye 
gr 


F 
ベイ 
ア 
ゴウ 
ハグ 
エイ 
カ 
チュ ワウ 


Africa 

America, United States 
Asia 

Australia 

Brazil 

Britain, England 
Canada 

China 

China 

Europe 

France 

Germany 

India 

Indonesia 


Italy 


0001 
0236 
0145 
0662 
0336 
0179 
0536 
2205 
1489 
0123 
1907 
0795 
0949 
2105 
1112 


H 
和 


过 


rs 


GE E OD Im S4 nv xe M UE mk um 


Japan 

Japan 

Korea 

(South) Korea 
Malaysia 
Manchuria 
Mexico 
Mongolia 
Netherlands, Holland 
Philippines 
Russia 

Spain 

Taiwan 
Thailand 


Vietnam 














TABLE OF GRAPHEME MEANINGS 


The meanings attached to individual graphical units are introduced and reintro- 
duced, as you need them, throughout the main entries section. For this reason, you 
will not find it necessary to study the graphemes as a preliminary step to learning 
the kanji. However, you may on occasion find it helpful to look up the meaning(s) 
assigned to a grapheme, and to find the number of the entry where the grapheme 
is first introduced. The table that follows is provided to serve this purpose. 


Format and Arrangement 


Graphemes are listed in order of increasing stroke count. Graphemes having the 
same stroke count are arranged by the number of the entry where each grapheme 
is first introduced, shown along the left side of each column. When an addition- 
al meaning for a grapheme is introduced at a later point in the main entries, a 
number in parentheses to the right of the meaning indicates the entry where that 
meaning is introduced. 


Scope and Purpose 


This table is not intended to be comprehensive, but simply to be helpful to the 
user. It is not a complete list of character graphemes, nor is it a table of radicals 
according to the traditional system. It refers to *graphemes" (meaningful contras- 
tive graphical units) rather than “radicals,” because it lists these forms regard- 
less of whether they are designated by tradition as semantic roots. For a list of 
the traditional radicals, I refer you to the *Quick Reference Radical Chart" in the 
Kodansba Kanji Learner's Dictionary, which shows all 214 radicals printed in each 
of their forms, along with their Japanese names. 

This table should also not be used for looking up the conventional meanings 
of the graphical elements contained herein. In keeping with this book's uncon- 
strained approach to learning and remembering characters, some graphemes are 
assigned meanings that depart from tradition. For example, the form Bj is assigned 
the simple, visualizable meaning “doorman,” in place of its conventional meaning 
*mythical emperor Yu." In a few cases, a distinguishing set of strokes has been 
interpreted as a grapheme even though it has not traditionally been considered a 
distinct unit (e.g., ^^: stately crown/stately rooftop). In a few other cases, a vari- 
ant form is assigned a different meaning from its parent form; for example, the 
A in £ is interpreted as a “roof,” even though it is by etymology a variant of A 
(human being). Wherever the meanings listed in this table depart from tradition, 
they are printed in italics. Conversely, traditional grapheme meanings that are not 
used in this course, or that apply only when the grapheme appears as a stand-alone 
kanji, are shown in brackets [ ]. Graphemes that are interpreted opportunistically 
according to the appearance of the kanji they form part of are labeled “(various).” 

To keep the list to a manageable length, priority was given to those graphemes 

















that do not appear as stand-alone kanji in this book, and therefore cannot be 
found in the main indexes. Next priority was given to stand-alone kanji that were 
deemed to require special attention for one or more of the following reasons: (a) 
they were assigned a special or specific interpretation when used as a component 
grapheme, (b) they have important variant forms, or (c) they appear as component 
graphemes either in a large number of kanji, or in kanji that do not appear con- 
secutively in the main entries. 

Some grapheme variants do not appear in this table. Traditional forms are only 
listed if they appear in one or more kanji listed in this book. Variant forms whose 
stroke count differs from the parent form appear both with the parent form and 
also separately, according to their own stroke count, with a cross-reference to the 
parent form. For example, four-stroke [+] appears with its five-stroke parent 示 , 
but also separately in the four-stroke section, with a cross-reference to 7R. On the 
other hand, graphemes whose parent form is not listed (because it is not used in 
this book) are listed only under their own stroke count. For example, [+] is only 
listed in the 3-stroke section, even though it derives from the six-stroke parent 
form Jj. 


If a Certain Grapheme Cannot Be Found in This Table... 


…1t is likely to be one that is also a stand-alone kanji, which can therefore be 
found in the main indexes. Also, because of the way the kanji are arranged and 
cross-referenced in the main entries, users who in the course of studying come 
across a grapheme they have forgotten may wish to look in the preceding several 
entries for the necessary cross-reference, even before turning to this table. 





CES CUSUÉSTBOKE | mer arm bent at elbow (pointing 
0160 L breast 0102 一 oo eE 
sharp hook (0313) i 
0105 ^7 man lying flat " 
ERGO (ek OEE Se em M EQ forward gaze (with E) (0855) 
os STROKES Penh s [human being, person, man] 
0005 十 十 ten 0120 ヒ spoon 
abundant, complete person fallen on bis rear, seated 
cross shape, cross-shaped plant person 
needle (0556) 0149 J cliff 

0010 入 par 0159 マ arm bent at elbow (pointing 
[eight] forward; cf. A) 

0015 人 1 human being, person, man pointing forward 

0015 へ roof, covering 0166 ^J wrap up, wrap around 
[human being, person, man] elephant 

0058 X hand 0231 |] seal 

0085 «> cover (cf. ) 

0083 JL human legs 0278 7 second(ary) 
legs "n NES ice (0675) 
roots (i.e., “legs” of a plan 296 : tai 

D pe 
plow ps 

0085 JJ |J sword, knife Pario: 
cut, slice . 

0089 Zs E 0297 LE (various) 


self, private hiding container (1803) 
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0425 Jl 
0425 JL 
037 J J 
0528 ^ 


0628 2 5 
0726 LÀ 


1114 F 
1782 7*5 


0019 L1 H 


0022 川 
0027 7 
0030 E E 


0033 A 六 
0034 小 

0037 il] i で 
0045 ~> 

0046 + 

0055 え 

0056 ^ 

0064 ^F 


0068 p 
0068 BB 
0070 て 
0075 [ ] 
0093 女 4 


0094 子 4 
0099 ^" 


0108 工 工 


0112 % 
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wind 

wind-blown tent 
table 

tableclotb 

T-shaped intersection 
town subsection 
nail (1024) 

(various) 

numeral 5 

broken body 

[seal] 

(cf. H) 

pointing downward 
[divination] 

pull away 
[possessive particle] 


mouth 

opening 

entrance 

box (0068) 

river 

(see 4-stroke 7K) 

soil, land, earth 

place, locality, area (0320) 
big 

small 

mountain 

roof, house, home 

(see 4-stroke 手 ) 

(see 6-stroke 17) 

(see 4-stroke 心 ) 
outstretched arm 

[sun, a bit of] 

hills 

bills around edge of town 


town 

walls around edge of town 
spear 

[shoot] 

enclosure, border 
precinct 

box 

woman 

child, baby 

(various) 

[small] 

manufacture; workmanship, 


work 
construction 


child 


0114 A. & x (at bottom) crossed legs 


0121 == 


0137 ^" 


0141 = =. 


0147 2 


0149 J 
0158 た た 


0187 也 
0203 由 
0217 3 
0227 へ 


0233 È 
0248 F 
0265 4 
0350 E 


0408 于 
0421 5 9 
0426 C 


0469 JT 


0614 4 
0652 F 


0700 sx 
0872 を 
1539 É 


1629 FL 


(at top) angled rooftop (0119) 
(at top) summit (1376) 
grass, herbs 

plants 

radiate from 

converge upon 


[small] 


claw 
three-fingered band 
pitchfork, shovel 


comb, bristle 
hair, fur 
(various) 


slanting roof, shelter, garage 
[dotted cliff] 


truck, dray 


move forward, conveyance 
scorpion 

cloth 

(see 4-stroke Ñ) 


snugly-fitting lid 
fit 


deceased, die 
door 

buttocks (0488) 
[corpse] 
evening 

moon 


military man, samurai 
man of learning 


dry 


bow 

self 

kneeling self 

wrap up, roll up (0457) 

two hands 

twenty (1051) 

(various) 

wooden block/tablet 

talented person reaching out to 
grab something 

[genius, talent] 

(see 6-stroke 衣 ) 


stretch one’s legs 
stretch 


person relaxing on floor 
[blade of grass] 


spread widely 
carpenter’s table (1633) 
[commonplace, mediocre] 








0001 H 
0023 月 月 月 


0026 火 k w 
0027 水 Y K 


0028 AK 本 


0035 中 

0036 = 

0042 1k It 
0046 F F 
0056 4» 小 小 
0065 Jf vv ^ 
0070 X, 

0072 土 

0073 F 

0088 分 


0101 文 
0105 Hi 
0107 2 
0116 Æ f 
0126 X 
0147 FF 
0158 i. 
0171 勿 
0173 方 
0193 T 


0215 内 
0223 zx 
0246 AC 


0248 Fi 





day 


sun 


moon, month 
meat, flesh (abbreviating 肉 ) 


body part (abbreviating 肉 ) 
shelf (1471) 

fire, flames 

water 

liquid 

tree, species of tree 


wood, timber 
middle 


(see 5-stroke 生 ) 

stop 

hand, arm 

heart, mind 

claw 

spear 

king 

(see 5-stroke +) 

divide 

part 

writings, learning, culture 

letter, script 

(see 5-stroke Bf) 

old, elders 

buried underground 

(parent form is 老 0629) 

cattle 

vapor 

vapor escaping from container 

Japanese torii gate 

[put together, make even] 

(see 3-stroke i ) 

woolly mammoth, generic furry 
beast 

[do not] 

person, person running 

direction, side 

hacksaw 

cut 

[axe] 

inside 

cloud 

strike 

hand holding “the rod” 

taking direct action upon 
something 

(cf. 3-stroke A) 

door, doorframe 

roof, top part of a structure 


0277 大 


0293 KZ 


0311 f 
0337 R 


0372 £ 
0373 £ 


0487 毛 
0489 zx 
0517 & 
0705 4x 
0716 7 


0856 ^ 
0922 Hr 


1136 LH 
un R 
1622 4 


1816 牙牙 


0020 田 
0021 H 


0027 `K 
0036 7E = 


0043 正 3E 
0047 用 
0067 V. y 
0070 成 
0073 © F 


0076 [4 
0105 母 H 


0148 7% 


yawning/gaping mouth 

lack, gap 

dog 

smallish four-legged creature 
(see 5-stroke 7R) 

digger 

[shaku] 

courtier 

[ninth in a series] 


branch, limb 
skill 


hair 

bent arm reaching down 
lance 

(see 6-stroke 4X) 


death 
bone 


(see 6-stroke X) 
wooden block/tablet 
[half of split tree] 
(see 5-stroke HI) 

coat rack 

nine 

[soldier; die] 

fang, tusk 

(cf. 5-stroke Æ) 


rice field 

head 

eye 

item, subdivision 

(see 4-stroke 7K) 

life, grow 

be born, give birth to 

growing plant 

(4-stroke form: “growing 
plant” only) 

right, correct 

upright, straight 

container 

[employ] 

stand 

man standing 

guided spear 

[fifth in a series] 

gem 

round or spherical object 

white 

mother 

[do not] 

outspread legs 

[dotted tent] 


Table of Grapheme Meanings 














0319 ^" 


0397 7X 7 
0403 44 fi 
0479 氏 
0521 F 


0559 A X 


0572 JE 


0617 J^ 
0669 分 
0710 
0814 


到 spen 


0814 


0824 


= 


0993 
1042 
1136 HH EH 


1193 5d K 
1243 “" 


n3 


1253 圣 
1816 F 
1820 "x 
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saw 

[suddenly; while] 

lightning bolt 

halberd 

(see 10-stroke 高 ) 

plate 

neatly bundled rice stalks, rice 

grain 

ladder, accumulate 

(see 6-stroke F) 

government official 

(cf. 6-stroke É) 

show 

altar to the gods 

pointing upward 

piercing through layers 

[report to (a superior)] 

stately crown 

stately rooftop 

net 

“wide net of the law”/the 
authorities (0417) 

eye (2278) 

hole, cave 

stone, rock 

foundation, base 

pegged pole 

steps, stages 

arrow 

tools and measures 

straight 


broken, deformed 
[bolt of cloth] 


illness 
boop rolling 
(see 6-stroke K) 


possible, approve 
“okay” gesture 


officiate, administer 
desk of an official or administrator 


bookshelf 
[counter for books] 


noteworthy tree 
sweet 


rabbit 


rabbit ears 

older brother 

glowing, shining, brilliant (does 
not apply to 学 , 覚 , or 労 ) 

straight 

(see 4-stroke ^F) 

fang (cf. 4-stroke 4) 


0055 fT Í 15 go 
act 
either side of a road (as 1 3) (0661) 
0057 Æ H ear 
0079 Œ hand writing with brush 
0081 A nose 
self 
0112 条 % thread, string, cord, rope 
line (0210) 
continuity (0354) 
0216 肉 B 月 meat, flesh 
body part 


(cf. 4-stroke H) 
0234 米 rice 
0243 TJ ** bamboo 
bamboo instrument 
counting, figuring 
keeping records 


0250 至 arrive 
come to 
0282 B (see 7-stroke Ei) 
0282 Ei R E stop 
limit, boundary 
little boy 
0343 Ui " insect, worm 
0418 J feather 
wing 
0451 X connect with, concern 
barricade 
blossoms from beaven (1251) 
0456 类 tally stick 
0490 == = X sheep, goat 
0528 色 color 
eros 
0547 VQ Wü box/basket with handle 
[west] 
0580 = mixing cauldron 
0637 经 hand presenting sacrificial 


meat offering 


0668 Fit 5 small boat 


boat 
0700 K $ «x 
4% ^ Jx garment, clothing 
0748 Fi bigb-ranking official 
(cf. 5-stroke E) 
0774 Jh flame-heated griddle 


[repetition] 
0786 & cabin 

[each, every] 
0912 HEE tiger 
0935 R stab 
0961 SH: dance 


[opposite, contrary] 





1582 € 


1643 来 $ 
1756 此 


1827 JK 


1932 夹 
2042 未 
2054 


日 
2109 而 
2168 并 


0218 ZK 
0282 EL BH 


0299 $ F 


0342 角 角 
0484 Ez. 
0510 be 
0531 里 


0647 果 
0796 PS B 


0800 Ze 
0995 R 


1097 求 


1193 見 


vebicle unloading cargo 

[spears] 

three-blade rotary tiller 

[plow] 

three men looking at something 
that has drawn their attention 


[this] 

budding stalks 
[showing signs of] 
pinch, hold between 
relative 


(various) 
[mortar] 


roots 
{and] 


put together 


foot, leg, step 
say 

speech, word 
body 


shellfish, shell 
money, wealth 


see, look at 


vehicle, car 
wheel 


run 


carry (a container) forward 
[wall-enclosed road] 


bean, pea 

pea-sized 

pig 

good 

good little boy 
crudely tied rice bundles 
(divide, distinguish] 
horn, antenna 
retainer 

dragon 

village 

person 


swaddled baby 
liquor bottle, liquor 


ferment 

sharp stimulus 

remaining, excess 

carrying excessive load of wood 
person splashing in water 
[seek] 

(see 5-stroke Jt) 


1288 肖 


1478 县 
1596 Hj 


2200 á 


0025 f£ 


0029 4 $ 


0068 音 


0091 長 
0130 青 


0154 RY ** 


0208 f 
0443 Ej 


0447 FY 
0485 其 


Eo car al o 


1421 


mod 


1432 


法 


1438 Æ 
1608 3i 
2267 B 








sparks 


fragments 
[likeness] 


typist 
[Kingdom of Wu] 


fishing net 
[not until] 


badger 





small bird 
metal 

gold 

money 

very short person standing on box 
long 

blue 

clear 


pure 
calm 


rain, raincloud, raindrops, 
atmospheric moisture 
(see 9-stroke ft) 

easy 

(cf. 9-stroke Z5) 

gate 

bind/ bound 

chessboard (1796) 

not, non-, un-, wrong 
door (0741) 

Siamese twins 

straight, direct, upright 
put straight, correct 
careful study 

library 

washcloth 

stable 

exemption 

escaping rabbit 
unusual, odd 


large person in odd position 
balancing atop object 


growing child 
[enjoy] 
eartb's crust 
[land] 


emperor buried with legs crossed 
[surmounting a hill] 


band spraying water bose 
[slave] 


mischievous elephant 
[interrogative adverb] 


Table of Grapheme Meanings 








0150 音 
0156 页 


0157 首 
0288 ft f Ë 


0301 


0443 Ej 


zu 


0464 


0586 


0592 
0801 


Ege X 
-证 中 


0863 
0945 


1081 局 
1124 


Sp kT 
m 


愛 
1212 3$ 
1481 fà 


1678 是 
1872 Bj 
1874 Bj 
1903 Ez 





0507 3 BE 
0659 $ HE 
0712 € € 
0917 3 

1132 E 
1286 fA fa 


Appendix 6 


sound 
head 
[page] 
head 


eat 
food 


article 
(various) 
difficult 
[expand; bright] 
(cf. 8-stroke $5 


exceed, over- 
[evil, dishonest] 


pig commando 
[drive out] 
leather 


ceremonial liquor bottle 
[tribal chief] 


overlap, duplicate, double, fold 


package of sliced meat 
[hollow/scoop out] 


framed bookcase 
[flat, level] 


give 

[lead to] 

drum standing on its side 
grain silo 

[brimming liquor bottle] 


straight 
[right, correct] 


doorman 
[mythical emperor Yu] 


monkey 


(various) 
[cover with a veil] 


dragon 
leather 


Han scholar-official 
[violet ($)] 


scaffolding structure 
[put together] 


long-necked bird 
tripod cauldron 


1336 莫 
1792 E 


0340 E B 
0492 ff fi 
0831 責 


0852 麻 麻 
1118. 商 


1128 Ë 
1134 E 
1222 曽 
1434 執 


1436 3 


0952 XX 


1087 散 
1358 美 


1578 É 
1813 EE 
2223 fie ix 


0926 義 


1466 BE 


1659 & 
1662 3€ 
1809 È 





bird, species of bird 





no more 
[do/be not] 
hair 





fish 

responsibility, blame 

mounting layers 

hemp 

fruit merchant carrying old basket 

[only] 

bird pointing with arrow 

arrogant and lazy person 
crossing arms and legs 

(handsome, broad] 

build up 

[before, formerly] 

the round earth 

[cultivation] 

well-rounded child 

[wall-building] 





big fun 

[burn gradually] 

spear-bearing guard standing in 
the sun 


big servant 
[thicket] 


tall 
seashell swollen to bursting 
dry 


[be worn out] 





righteousness 

righteous ritual of sheep sacrifice 
criminal 

[law] 


grasp 

pad with fluffy lining 
fruiting tree, cotton plant 
[chirping] 


0507 BÉ 





(see 10-stroke 竜 ) 
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TABLE OF RELATED AND LOOK-ALIKE KANJI 


This table arranges kanji into groups that highlight similarities and differences 
in their graphical forms. Use this table for review at a relatively advanced stage 
in your study of the kanji—for example, by testing whether you can recall each 
kanji’s keyword(s), as well as a kun word or sample compound. 


Format and Arrangement 


Groups are divided by horizontal lines, but have been arranged so as to allow 
instructive comparisons among adjacent groups in many instances. Note that 
many kanji appear in multiple (often adjacent) groups, while some kanji do not 
appear in any group. 

Groups appear in ascending order of their lowest entry number. Where two or 
more groups begin at the same entry, they are further arranged by their highest 
entry number. Within each group, kanji appear in the order of their individual 
entry numbers, so a quick glance at these will allow you to determine how far 
through a group you have studied. 

Groups related primarily or exclusively by a shared radical have mostly been 
excluded; to test yourself on these, use the Radical Index. In some cases part of 
a radical-based group has been included as a supplement to what appears in the 
Radical Index (for example, the related pair & and & are shown, since & is not 
listed under Radical 173 Ñ). 








五 007 | BJ 105 | rp 005 | 4E 005 | X 078 | fh 0069 
Xe ox | Hj 1926 | ff 0563 | 錠 2080 | 授 123 | 位 057 
iE 022 | 曜 0025 | $Œ 064 | ĝe 2081 | 援 na | M 0578 
刁 026 | 濯 na | 沖 065 | -F os | dE m | 拉 m 
大 008 | Æ  w9 | E 003 | Æ 0487| fx na | 成 0070 
R 0397 | K 0027 | XX oxe | Æ 048 | HE m7 | 城 1298 
Ju 0 | 2K 100 | 整 0308 | 2€ oa | DÀ 006 | gX 1299 
Ju 00 | jk we | 证 050 | f£ 1654 | 似 na | E1300 
jj os | W 002 | Æ 055 | {F 0064 | 部 0068 | 代 on 
JJ 0085 | E 13 | 症 o8 | ff 0 | fé 009 | $9 0702 
为 ow | Bü ws | fb 072 fj 0,50 uo TZ ng 
于 007 |}? 189 | 足 oo | Eg 283 | BE 1268 | fX a 
于 0 | & 2062 | HE wn | Hj 224 | BE 1264 | Ho ue 
HH nm24 | $ 203 | f£ 10 | A 005 | Hj 265| E 0072 









































玉 073 | KE c | 式 mw | dio ss| 酢 ay 
宝 o | Sx 093 | 弐 mm | 先 ny 電 0155 
075 | 郊 142 | 武 om | DE ms5s| 雪 — 0900 
日 007% | X ws | 条 om | BE 2008 | Ej o mm 
舶 000 | fg w | 系 wr | 洗 om | B ov 
id ne | BR m | 午 ons | Hk ose | 页 ose 
泊 183 | 每 05 | 年 7 | 元 03 | Eo om 
4H ne | no | "E me | 示 00 | X on 
fH 185 | xg ns | 件 om | JE oy | oor 
© m | fg wn | f£. oma | 当 ma | E ns 
星 075 | 梅 052 | 条 m | Z 008 | 页 ns 
全 078 | fg 1573 | E s | 法 m9 | Tj 057 
Ke 21m | Sx 174 | [5 020 | 3E omo | 道 058 
誰 2231 | S 1575 | jb o | gj ms | 3 — 080 
= 079 | E wn | Hb 0593 | 潮 ome | 3H o 05 
事 0000 | 慣 090 | FE ne | AH cse | JE 069 
H 0082 | 者 007 | Jke om | jj 0259 | 踊 1325 
見 083 | 考 028 | Tj ona | 期 os | 勇 2005 
县 0837 | 老 00 | T$ 2153 | 2221 | 湧 2006 
EJ o9 | 2 0630 | 比 mz % ow | 3L 0160 
£p 1566 | 者 007 | He 0746 | JH] 02 | 浮 003 
分 00 | 著 00 | EP um | 型 0723 | JL 1559 
公 009 | 者 192 | 此 1756 | Hp om | $L 0 
E 00 | SE w3 | ^ 26 | X& ows | TL 033 
Be 0| X 144 ;R& 027 | BE 0 | EL 030 
Fe 209 | MO qus | A omo | 音 050 | jL 1559 
yk 2020 | Æ Wi | 情 0973 | 78 197 | AL 9 
WE 2021 | dp 007 | ij 097 | HR] m4 | Xj 0 
子 009% | j£ vv | BR 0975 | Hj 1593 | BA 02 
予 06 | 都 0244 | 精 0976 | PAR 159 | 豊 05 
予 nw | BE S us | 请 07 | 意 05 | A 0562 
f 0958 | gH 1448 | Bj 0978 | Tz 0620 | XX — 105 
安 00% | 儲 wo | 青 030 | 有 — 00001 | 次 1055 
3 097 | $6 Ww50 | Ei 0831 | Æ 02 | Aj — 94 
父 wo | [ 008 | E 177 | fg o | 3 
文 00 | Jy w5 | Æ 031 | HE 05 | TH oes 
交 002 | Gy 1 | 表 0705 | BE ws | Fe 1209 
AR 002 | 759 17 | di 032 | FE ves | ua 


2 
5 
で 

6 

コ 

Q. 

x 

NI 








务 0687 
ZR 0688 
Aj 0166 
旬 "s 
拘 1070 
JR) 1090 
4] 2245 
AJ 2246 
^J 0168 
的 0169 
約 mn 
HJ m 
S 232 
勿 wm 
物 wm 
ZU 1857 
惚 1858 
方 a 
防 om 
0454 
Jj 0835 
妨 1882 
坊 188 
EE 1884 
pi 188 
Hh 19% 
面 0175 
画 ^ 0176 
面 077 
[ii] 0178 
jj — 0179 
EH 080 
7 1928 
H| 0182 
JH] 0183 
前 — 0184 
n] 0820 
月 1288 














Tio 193 |i me | 4 ore | AS 0250 失 053 | iR um 
同 082 | JR. 00 | 4 — 09 | 屋 05 | Jc os 娘 2200 
|j 13 | JR 00 | dy 0232 | 室 05 | 朱 056 f 0290 
词 2 | J& 0 | fz 02m | Sj ow) | dc | 宮 teg 
M] 192 | gR wn | 4A 0m | 倒 | 味 om E€ 0290 
$e 206 | rg 003 | {= 194 | Z& 1565 | 妹 v0 | B8 om 
高 085 | dp 004 | 会 me | $k om | Wh 20% | 管 1839 

my | 怖 1634 | 絵 0525 | 級 209 | Hk 2250 | A 1040 
Wy 1581 | 市 005 | wm 居 vs ck Ung da om 
地 one | fü 105 | 给 0526 | Jg mme | dX ws | fij 0875 
池 o | fp we | A> 00 | 届 ge | Xo Um | cm 
他 ms | jp 2 | S 0 | hoo: | 親 re | JR ow 
施 07 | M o | WS owe | [5 me | dp 3 | ER 03 
集 nn | fg 020 | Æ 00 | f£j Q6 | 欠 07 | BR 157 
焦 wss | fg 1983 | SA 22| 個 m | &k 0289 | 伏 1850 
Fr 093 | 原 0208 | BS 2092 | S 20795 | Wk — 0699 | BA (mm 
yr 0% | 源 0209 | m 030 | fj 021 | A 00 | 大 09 
ij o5 | Hh 024 | $$ vo | fj 13 | 炊 as ÉK omm 
所 ow | ff on | LC 0233 | H 03 | 吹 vé | [X| 0296 
Mr 0275 | 絹 v2| ER 0 | 組 Qu | 次 027 | 区 om 
質 oe | $h 023 | Xu 102 | 1H on | 資 n5 0298 
dp 040 | 内 025 C 1083 | Bj o2 | 盗 vw | 区 097 
断 089 | Pj 026 | 58 6 | 4H 085 | 次 w | 欧 1385 
E 00 | pj 1 | z  ws5 | 3H 1516 | 3A 1638| 枢 1386 
析 1697 | FR vov | 私 ov | pH 7 | 2e 209 | E 1387 
jr 198 | 豚 028 | 4^, 0m | 狙 1518 | zx 2m0 | EK 1388 
斬 1704 | 家 029 | 払 o2| H 0263 | Jf 009, 番 0299 
Fe w | domo | A o | Æ js4 | Æ omo | 3E 1510 
匠 1902 | f& 20 | $ 093 | 'H 59 | JE on |s5 un 
最 0% | 过 2203 | BR 205 | Ep 1520 | HE 173 | 翻 152 
撮 1282 | fe von | $ 09 | 00 | 3E 120 | 了 0300 
温 05 | gg ox | fep 08% | 各 one | 限 02 | 考 0628 
ig 00 | Bk 155 | ER 0884 | 銘 1546 | 郎 08 | 号 0858 
i ous | [n 00m | g 5| X 0m | Jug 08 | "m 0859 
温 n | 転 024| 景 vc on, B 0285 | Jj 17 
明 na | SE 0225 | gb 12833 | x 02 | BB 00 | #5 1048 
id 099 | Z 026 | pi 098 | 来 n | fr 008 | itj 1050 
ib wa | 合 mm fü v | o0 | Bj we | 楽 0302 
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Appendix 7 
































莫 0300 | 央 0328 | ix 055 | Hk 191 | Z& 0% | 49 17 
周 9304 | HR 0329 | Jk 056 | hb 0 | ZE Ww% | A 1%3 
3d 0305 | 決 — 0330 供 057 | 坂 0375 | 穴 0397 | Æ 003 
調 0306 | 快 0331 | gk 05 | 阪 036 | ZÆ 098 | 普 1085 
数 009 | X 032 | dk 045 | Sg 037 | PE 1952 | 喜 1212 
类 930 | yf — 033 | HE 058 | ik 078 | Ab 099 | 358 1203 
楼 759 | 3& 105 | yk 150 | 仮 0 | 有 00 | SE 003 
^t 032 | Œ 0334 | d$ 059 | 版 023 | Æ 00 | 割 omé 
4k 1532 | 評 oms | HE 28 | 板 od 0 | gm Um 
申 0315 | 2E 0335 | 措 129 | 販 0925| 石 003 | SE — 0438 
神 036 | E om3 | 借 1220 | RE 0379 | dp  w0 | HE 184 
fü 0703 | CH] om | 錯 Un | Fk 162 | df 0407 | $r 044 
紳 084 | 104 | Z oa | FE 1623 | 友 0% | Xx 045 
申 05 | 絆 2% | 修 1676 | 要 4 | 抜 1951 | JJ ome 
由 w | R or | Æ o | E 625 | Æ m bo 049 
甲 12 | 尽 0338 | Æ 2232 | p ow | fr meo wn 
E 07v | 0360 | fk o | 3p o9 | wp m 
買 05 | 駅 0339 | AA 6 | 時 008 | 若 00 | 5E 0754 
E 07 | FR 503 | Æ 0 | RR 08 | 苦 00 | c 0021 
BH 5% | 沢 04 | fk o 036 | Tg 05 | T 0408| gu 02 
JH 155 | SM 1505 | EE 05 | fp os | Hj 0409 | %3 2264 
7r 039 | TR ts06 | yk 038 | Rp 0399 | 汗 040 | 已 0426 
4x 0320 | Ej 0x0 | (fk 086 | d$ 03599 | 5€ om | gd 0427 
常 0371 | E 034 | FE 0867 | & 0393 | 軒 oo | 紀 — 0428 
賞 nz | EH nm | fk 0 | 時 08 | E 1648 | 改 02 
償 0323 | f 0342 | FE on | EE ns | 5g 1807 | 起 0430 
堂 0324 | fo 034 | E nn | fi 096 | 幹 1008 | 配 0799 
Pf 0325 | 解 045 | 志 me | 得 0387 肝 1980 | 忌 (1864 
R or | BR nu | ak 070 | jb 00 | p 049| 妃 2095 
居 1216 | 店 039 | id. 07 | B] 000 | Jl] 0722 | 由 02 
感 0327 | 占 048 | 支 0x3 | A oa | 判 om | Ag 1528 
jà 1 | 点 039 | 反 07% | 脚 0734 iP m | 宙 1529 
jk 9 | Bb nme | Æ 005 | BD om | yb 05 | f 1530 
EX nso | Wh 1267 | Hz o 055 | BD o 09 | b. v9 | 袖 153 
或 ns | -b 0350 | x 053 | HE 32 | Æp 058 | JE v3 
Be ns | [b om | fk o5 | Bj 09 | 科 05 | BH os 
域 ns | 5g 0353 | jk ows | $5 092 | db 099 | JE 0436 
城 198 | f 05 | jk 97 | AS o5 dj 942 | J ws 














* 0438 | fu 065 | BR 1009 
町 03 | 泡 0666 | 低 0479 
Kj oo | fay 1966 | FEE 0480 
Jy ud | 胞 1984 | BD oe 
Hr 042 | AS 058 | 底 0482 
a 1024 | PB 0459 | EX 0483 
打 5 | Æ ve | jh 203 
zo 1423 ys wn | dB 2014 
停 wn | BE 150 | Er 0484 
J 279 | o0 | 姫 26 
Bj 0443 | 藤 2235 | X ones 
Hà 0 | 騰 2236| 期 0486 
Hà 0 | È 237 | 旗 0573 
Hà 1227 | Hk 0 | 其 1757 
Mi ws | 弾 1075 | ER — 195 
i ou | TRO 1076 | Œ 1796 
揚 10 | 単 0462 | X 1797 
輸 130 | 巣 0601 | 毛 ug 
陽 0 xo 2087 | Æ 0488 
場 1 | 38 0 | f$ 0489 
腸 we | Wo ue | Æ 1056 
Pj ou | yeh us | cB 0490 
間 0 | 8j WW | TÉ 049 
問 052 | 骨 045 | 詳 0495 
Bj 053 iB 193 | 祥 0496 
B 043 | Bà 262 | 美 007 
Bj we | WES 2215 | 0088 
欄 190 | dx 0 | S 0499 
潤 usn | WE 048 | Xe oso 
送 055 | 戒 049 | 样 0501 
送 vn | 相 044 | 南 07% 
券 us | %& un | 義 0926 
AR 0458 | AE un | 議 0927 
PS} 05 | BE un | 儀 0928 
勝 o0 | 机 mM | HE 0929 
Aj 05 | 氏 04% | FEE 0937 
Hig ”05% | 紙 0478 | 着 0938 
jg 0664 | 民 ur | wv 











JE N | 没 059 
BE wo | 設 0520 
se 1470 | 02 
iE 1975 | 般 n 
Aj 153 | E 088 
革 wn | BẸ 1387 
fü 0492 | Je 1942 
fe 093 | 股 1990 
He 0494 | X 2052 
光 06 | gr — 205 
fig 185 | S 2055 
HH 053 | Ez 057 
典 054 | SBY 200 
E m | unm 
豊 0583 | 刹 0523 
XE — 187 | XIJ 0524 
iE 1880 | 円 0527 
JE 1881 | 肥 2023 
0505 | 把 2024 
EH 0506 | [Àj 229 
瘟 00 | 公 0528 
Ys, 0508 | fu 0726 
能 00 | 免 1272 
HE 1849 | 声 052 
Be 050 | A 0530 
R oun | H 0531 
ye 00 | J8 0532 
Æ 002 | NR 0533 
拓 003 | Wf 0534 
He 0905 | E 0704 
je 1846 | HR 2242 
大 qw | Hi 0535 
Jee 198 | 時 0536 
吉 0s4 | BR ve 
ah 055 | Æ 0537 
結 056 | Ef 1459 
Jr 07 | 鐘 2083 
fr 058 | IÆ 2084 


Eg 


2085 
0538 
1618 


0539 


1004 
0539 
0544 
2022 


0540 


See gm ES Re pb en R s qas Jelm 


zh 


3x mE 


¢ 
ly 


: up 


0541 
1732 
1778 
0542 
1243 
1244 
1245 
1246 
1247 
1248 
0543 
1496 
1993 


0545 


E RSS TS S| 


EE 


ç 


Cx di Rt NE 


さい 
し 4 
- 


r 


C4 
A 
- 


S SE [SER DA BN 


0546 
1938 
1939 
0547 
1455 
1987 
0549 
1384 
1894 
0551 
0552 
2174 
0553 
0554 


0555 
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$F 0556 | 笑 0579 | X oez | Be o2 | fj | TE — 100 
計 055 | 管 wu | 裸 UU | © — un | $2 042 | 称 08 
Bj 0 | 2 043 | 果 059 | ES un | E 0 | 弥 005 
ay 4 | HE 0580 | 革 2701 | h 2036 | 緯 000 | 0686 
診 265 | Hi 0581 | dE 000 | ER 20 | ££ ux | R n9 
给 0557 | 博 0983 | 謀 202 | $E 003 | 抱 060 | 蔵 0605 
Z& 0558 | $5 ona | 世 osos | 院 osa | + wmn | E 1 
知 050 | $ 095 | 00 | AS 0635 047 | fy 069 
知 1093 | 薄 0986 | FÉ 2139 | SE 0636 | Jib 0 | 创 0697 
Ji 94 | $E — 010 | NÉ 229 | zz 0606 | ML 629 | TH; 0698 
Pe 0 | zi 052 | 3€ 0605 | Ek 132 | 船 069 | iE — 0599 
DC 180 | He 0583 | SE 06060 | Se 1645 | iy 148 | BE — 1028 
匠 182 | žE 058 | qj 1232 | $€ 02 | $R 2007 | 衣 0700 
Hz 1803 | je 0505 | fk 0607 | PR 0638 | WE 001 | 依 0m 
üt 1804 | fà 093 | $ 008 | BS $009 | Hx 072 | $$ 0702 
失 053 | 0934 | 3| 0009 | $ 2098 | Xx 053 | $& — 070 
FR 120 | Dé 0586 | Fe 0607 | fk 0046 | BE 0703 | BS 0706 
ik mm | 隊 mu | jx wn | J& 7 | & 0300 | 装 0581 
Ak 00 | 呈 09 | jp 00 | SY 0548 | Pj 074 | dz 0705 
株 0567 | Fe 0588 | Fe o2 | Bj] 0649 | WS 0676 | fe — 125 
珠 1207 | HE 0 | Hb 20% | Sy 058 | Mj 1052 | 制 0708 
殊 708 | 是 088 | ij 03 | Ap Ut | 少 007 | o 
Fe 0568 | FE 0590 | d$ oss | xj 0650 | Bb 08 | 裂 om 
Fie 059 | $i 059 | d$ oas | 村 o | 省 0 | 刺 — 0935 
iig 0590 | 革 — 0592 | X€ 005 | 村 05 | Æ 142 | SE om 
施 os | Mp o3 | dE na | 材 %54 | Æ m3 | WE 130 
jg 0572 | Bg 05% | JR ose | 枕 05 | yb m4 | 嘆 ov 
JE 0573 | Hz 095 | Jk we | ME 058 | fb ms | Sp 132 
放 054 | BE os% | xk 15% | 枚 155 | yb me | RE 1733 
BL 0575 | 彼 095 | 3& 0 | 才 w2|yb vue | fj& 134 
做 15 | YR 059 | X 07 | Ef 05 | pb vso | HE 0m3 
敷 50 | JE 8 | pj 13 | AF 054 | 2. 09 | YE omn 
fi 1508 | BE 99 | 柄 4 | 沈 ws | vb oeeo | JÉ ome 
$c 1 | jk v5 | Hj 095 | 枕 ose | 3H o 003 | 3# 0m 
牧 ove | dX 5 | 側 096 | X os | yp 924| ZR one 
枚 ts | 果 059 | 測 0627 | 枯 058 | JH 082 | Jg 0729 
iy 078 | 課 0500 | 2E 030 | 僅 0659 | TH 0683 | yd 030 
小 20 | BA on | F n | 緯 060 | fH — 655 | fu 0731 
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腕 v2 | jp o | 48 0» | dp oum EE 209 | Eb o 
yj o | Fe 077 | Bk me Ny 13% Æ 200 | 異 0882 
列 9 | HE owe | Pg 0795 | 司 omo | 歴 5 Xi 0883 
Be 0720 | WE ows | Pj ome | 伺 021 | JE$ O05 ZB 0884 
fj omn | BE oro | 酒 vv | own Eg 05 | 53 os 
倒 0 | 噴 808 | Wü one | f 093 | Em 2 di 1892 
JE 025 | Ei wu | BE o | jj ops | WI c0 | 更 og86 
fe 0726 | 慎 195 | uod om | Æ nz 使 0887 
ei om | BE 079 | DE un | f4 o | NE 209 | tb 0898 
ZU o5 | 燥 180 | 獲 080 | He oso | iE; 2030 | 更 0889 
JE o3 | H on | 尊 0802 | Ej 060 | BE — 203 | 便 0990 
A 0737 | E on | WE 21 | io 001 | Ef 202 | TH 089 
JE 038 | JR 073 | fg 202 | fü 02 | Ef 203 | 梗 2233 
HE 0739 | Æ os | 導 0803 | fi 083 | EX xa | 能 08» 
HE 0739 | ZR o% | 導 0804 | ido 0830 | Z xs | AE — 0053 
BE 0 | 75 or | Bk os | fé oe | 園 0856 | BE 08% 
JE om | 跡 21 | Z oso | ffi 0033 | XE — 0057 | BE oss 
aj 4 | gp on | E ov | fif 1020 | XE 1859 | mE 08% 
批 vus | d 1320 | x osos | iji — 0834 | X — 0857 | 5E — 0097 
SE 055 | 愛 078 | JW 206 | jd on | 还 0550 | dO 0098 
4k 56 | RE 229 | 撤 2:80 | uns | S] oa | [p oo 
Bl o | 村 om | (it zee | 具 0837 | 御 082 | 兵 0907 
師 08 | SR 0782 | fp 2189 | Ei 0038 | dii 0863 | 岳 — 0908 
BE omy | FB oom | Be 200 | 直 0829 | Jj 0864 | 浜 0909 
(Ak o mo | 漂 ves | Be cm | 植 040 | 復 0865 & Q0. 
挫 169 | e | Hx 0809 | 5H om | 28 10 | j& — 107 
卒 ws | BE oe | uk on) | 値 ow2 | Emo ow | AB wn 
率 0752 | 避 mw | np oni | 置 0843 | 往 088 | 岳 03 
Ak 0753 | 各 oe | [uj oss | 県 osaa | fp 088 | 演 0914 
AE 0754 | Fe 0797 | "nj ose | 州 oss | 和 从 089 | dy 095 
率 052 | 路 ms | duj 097 | j| 004 | fE 000 | 横 0 
zE 1736 | HE 89 | 河 mmm | 本 wm | f$ on | Hoo 
PR oxo | & 070 | Raf 099 | AK 0 | 延 0872 | 講 one 
PR 0 | 略 079 | 歌 097 | 断 0849 | 誕 0876 | HE 099 
ER v2 | Bj vo | 2 1329 | do ws | £k o 007 | SEO 090 
BR 063 | % 093 | 寄 na | R 085 | Æ 0878 | z 0918 
JM 076 | Hg 72 | Bj 03 | NK 0852 | RE 0879 | 譲 1662 
i& 0765 | Be 107| 椅 um | ME 205 | 000 | Ef 0931 
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H 0932 | XX 0997 | HÀ 1092 | & 058 | 赴 n | Æ ng 
BH 94 | xE 09 | 侵 103 | 流 109 | zB um | XB 1 
eR 195 | HR 0999 | 浸 11 硫 00 | Rome | A 1 
Rl] 0935 | X2 090 | QE wms | i 1064 | db m7 | BE 1 
策 0936 % 091 | jg 1016 | Du 1005 | done | FE uo 
論 0942 | fp 09 | 婦 107 | 系 0m | 滴 19 | 中 1177 
Ae 043 | Sj. n7 | 帰 | 係 079| 婚 na | 潰 178 
輸 094 | f 093 | Ei 109 | f& wn | 適 na | 3H 179 
輸 045 | Eh 094 | 小 ww | HR 200 | Bü — 10722 | i& neo 
論 0946 | My 22 | Ej wn | gj we | Ed nag | iB ng 
愉 o% | 余 095 | 3E 1022 | Xo 9 | £o oum | 人道 ng 
fax 048 | 除 09 | EX 1026 | 入 1083 | 権 no | 平 16 
lj: 240 | f& 097 | SE 176 | 篇 104 | £k Un | pb ug 
台 0% | SQ 078 | dX 17 | 3£ i1085 | HB na | HROou 
i& 0950 | 4L 099 | zÀ 108 | BE 1000 | RE — 103 | Æ ny 
(& 095 | 35 — 1000 | a 129 | 職 10897 | 慢 na | 第 nm 
& 0956 | VR 1000 | f 1029 | 織 108 | 漫 1735 | 剃 092 
i 348 | UE 1002 | ER 100 | dk — 3109 | J[ 13 | bd 1193 
AG 1986 | ds me | EE 1 | ZO 705 | gp ny | Ho omne 
A 226 | WE we | foe 1032 | BA 3106 | 爷 ne | 税 ns 
療 052 | 3g 205 | d 3103 | 29 1857 | 3H na | $A 1096 
僚 0953 | 3E 1006 | ZR 1034 | 5E — 107 | MM 40 | 说 097 
HEE 05 | 3E — 1005 | Gk 105 | jx 1098 | BB na | 脱 1198 
S — 0955 | dí 1 | 浴 1036 | Xk 1099 | 9] na | BH] 09 
7K 059 | 3E 2 | ff w | di no | € na | Wd o 000 
we 00 | Æ ww | XH 1040 | 純 — n0 | EJ 170 | 況 mm 
Ju 141 | B 1008 | 容 170 | $dü 102 | 溜 onn | Bi 0 
d£ ow% | $$ 3100 | 776 108 | QU] — 190 | fg 142 | Æ 1203 
BE 2 | SHE 0 | Homo) g ws | xo n3 | WX 
Bx 0963 | Hf wo | AP 143 | 招 104 | XÉ 144 | 呪 207 
BE 0%4 | 3€ 1005 | BE anu | 沼 no | 3b 5 | xx 1212 
岐 0968 | 3E| — 1007 | zb 212 | fH 10 | iW — 046 E — 2015 
峠 099 | 3k 1006 | WE 203 | dH 107 | A 1637 | BR 206 
急 on | BR 2056 | fF 1051 | Hj mo | 加 19 | Bj 27 
S 072 | Be 2057 | jp 1052 | E m0 | oum | E 208 
兆 0979 | Be 2058 | 5L 10593 | 超 m | Æ nna | Be 1203 
7i 090 | 3k 209 | Æ 1056 | da noa | Jy ns | mE 124 
B 1558 | HR 1009 | $e 1057 | $5 1786 | HL 1769 | RE n5 


























Gum ced uo | i nna | g uz 3E 1470 
増 23 | ws | 戴 wm | 人 逢 979| RA 6| 幸 un 
層 1224 | gp 12 | fo 2008 | ££ no | ZR uy | 服 un 
憎 ms | gp 7% | 騎 n3 | MEO un | mo wn | 報 un 
僧 12 | $8 vum | Bj ze 9 um Rows dq un 
贈 ur | { ue | HE ne | 9S o8 | Eh us | €& o wn 
Hi 1230 | 景 790 | 膜 37 | B n9 | 混 wn | "DO um 
FR c3 | x5 un | Sio 130 | E  m- | 皆 wn | 8 un 
市 Um | 慢 26 | XR 0095 | Ho 9 | HS um | 28 160 
Wu 13 | EL 1283 | 3x 040 | [HH 133 | SÉ uy | JE 2m 
a 8 | NO 24| 募 4 | FA qw | 阶 um | 富 un 
為 236 | 4E ne | XO ono | 壇 958 | 陸 un | Hj ug 
f um |f vex | JH ve | B um dE um 
Z5 1238 | Bh n9 | 6x 134 | H 15 | ME 1 | d us 
B 13 | pj me | AE m | fH 1 | BA us | 双 198 
Ej 1260 | 消 1289 | Fe 74 | JH 1397 | ZA o wx | 綴 229 
de wu | 硝 uw | 爆 34 | po 098 | 训 us» | 又 229 
宮 TO | dj uem | dà o 030 | 喧 039 | 3k o um | 江 wn 
Re ww | Hj 1292 | EO vs | Æ 9 | DEO us | y oo 
Zo 1250 | FF 193 | 礎 39 | BÉ oo | 25 uy | gi m 
B 25 | pow | EO n9 | BE un | d us | C um 
BE ?5 | 05 | MEO 059 | BO un | UE us | 名 190 
茎 1253 | BE 1296 | He 1352 | WE moa | YE ws | HE 1006 
f£ 54 | 88 vv | f 6 | DF ws | 次 WW54 | Ez o 
PE 25 |o 0300 | £039 | JB. wv | SE us | 押 1525 
HE 15 | 傷 10 | BE 158 | BÉ wos | GE tw58 | 抽 15% 
经 157 | 揚 1308 | $ 1359 | EB wo | BE us | 捜 nm 
Fy 15 | 掲 mm | Jk ue | po wo | X2 ue | 捜 1527 
A 15 | 陽 mo | yk 9 | 5p wn | BE wt | fü o ue 
済 0 | [ES 1 | 缶 1368 | 28 ag | 学 162 | BE 1534 
A] vea | 隠 2 | 揺 00 | 和 09 | 1463 | JE 1535 
避 v2 | B2 33 | 说 170| 絞 wu | YE un | dà 15% 
(it 1 | FR nu | xk o un | fro (6 | $E ws | BC 1539 
衝 10 | 入 1 | Mg 12 | My 295 | EE  w6 | «4E 1 
換 00 | fk 6 | 02 | 之 ws | BÉ us | 8 1541 
Wa 1270 | f& 17 | 陣 na | 締 149 | JO 48 | E 1542 
免 v2 | dk wv | ME we | mj wn | XE uu | Æ 1543 
多 173 | XX 101308 | 隆 07 | SE wn | Æ o ou | Jj oo 54 
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$$ 5 | fH 5v | 岸 toss | WA us | DE 1769 HE 1821 
$k 65 | 補 158 | T; 19 | 昌 te| 吹 ma | BE fm 
$a 1547 | jo 9 | jo | 唱 tm| 叶 v6 | doom 
并 1548 | NB 10 | B te52 | 晶 we | 時 ovg iy 1824 
Pd 59 | 人造 1 | 催 1653 | zx wn | My oom | Xo o: 
还 150 | SE t05 | Bj w | Dk o 2 | d um | JE om 
JE 1 | SEO te | 朋 mm | sk wn | xk o c3 | Hk 1928 
循 52 | ff wv | Nj 2227 | p we 3k vn | xk 1829 
息 56 | XE 008 | MEO 228 | 39 7m | Áo cms | 桃 ” ?890 
直 57 | 康 1 | 崖 ws | 新 v | BO vé | Wk 1831 
鼻 1558 | 良 wn | $E 010 | PE vo | XH. 777| 挑 1832 
Bi 1560 | BH 2056 | fE 00 | gp vo | Sn 178 | JU 1833 
Me 3560 | 建 1609 | 涯 m0 | P 705| 薫 779 | 届 834 
Ba 152 | fet wo | Æ ws | 暫 ve | 香 ve | do 1935 
尖 0560 | 鍵 2077 | TÉ 165 | Fo ovv | Æ ve i: 
ZE 1564 113 | & 15 | dg vo | 誘 ve | fg 1843 
罕 165 | WHO 04 | Xo wx | Jo vu | 1 透 785| 堀 217 
£g 1566 | Æ 1em | 隻 1658 | 深 ms | HE ves | 人 筒 1838 
5t 0 | BE ws | 2E ws | [Ho vv | HE 282 | 管 1839 
契 1568 | AE wr | fE wao | f me | ME 1737 fg 1843 
Be 1569 | Xy 1619 | 護 1661 | $8 i719 | Wi 1708 | $E 1900 
ELO 0570 | fy 1620 | 让 we | Æ 1720 | 1789 | yE 1844 
gk 15 | E wn | f was | 囚 122 | wo ix 2285 
BX 1576 | M, 3 | EE ws | 困 ovn, n E 1845 
BX 2035 | Jil 1630 | Ee 1665 | A 1726 | B2 1792 | 妖 2176 
J& 1577 | WL 1631 | E 666 | 因 75 | dá o 793| 班 1853 
FE nm | wn | 懐 167 | 如 me | Ho 178 | pp 1854 
橋 18 | JU 133 | f 1eem | Dp] 02 | B v99 | zi — 1860 
KS 1579 | SE 1695 | HE — 69 | [M a | HE 1800 | FE 1861 
AE 1582 | x& 1636 | 侯 13 | R 135 | 操 ge | XO 180 
Re 183 | fü 19 | ME 14 | Æ 135 | HE O gen | XE 1863 
FR 1584 o 航 1e0 | 候 05 | ER UT | $RO 1 | Hi oo 180 
$k 1585 | be 1641 | 基 1678 | 之 1755 | TES 192 | 悼 1866 
Be 1586 | 耕 1643 | FR wm | SB 1758 | FH we | Eod 
ik 598 | $E ww | XE we | Z0 759| 芽 197 | (1808 
jà 1588 | $E — 0 | E em | 及 w | jE 18%8 | 属 187 
iB 206 | 灰 1646 | Rb 182 | Dk ve | 于 09 | 嘱 1873 
捕 159 | p 1 | Eoo 1683 | f ve | BE O €: m | (R 18% 
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阳 005 | HL 19977 | & 209| 端 204| 維 29| 随 223 
id 1877 | fap 9 | xk 200| 尼 e | jf 0250 | Bü 2215 
ie we | 92 | zk 2m | yàÉ 2 | HE as | dde mv 
hé 1889 | 脳 1973 | 区 202 | Je 208 | ME 252 | Jp 2220 
ERO 0 | de 9% | g 2053 | Rom | [BE as onm 
Ha ?3 | 談 097 | gio 200 | at 205 | E 255 | E 2223 
fe wu | 8 | Hj 200 | g 233 | WE 256 | WR na 
3H 190 | 災 199 | fj 201 | # zm | UB 257 | WA 2225 
灯 10 | 股 3:90 | $8 202 | Z; 20s | Bb 258 | HE 2255 

£ 110 | AR 1991 | "HR 2087 | 上 2136 | XR 249 | HE — 2056 
順 1925 | Jj 198 | 碑 208 | Iz ny | BR 270 | FE 2257 
El] 1926 | RE 1999 | Jet 2089 | 5% 242 | JR nn | RE 2058 
训 927 | Æ 20 | % 200 | 4E 243 | 餅 202 | BÉ 2259 
頼 030 | 劇 200 | BE 29 | Z 235 | iK 2705 | ER m0 
瀬 931 | Æ ?| 本 202 | Z 258 | gk 21% | dd 2265 
峡 — 132 | 虚 2003 | 38 203 | Zl] 259 | £A 279 | i8) 2266 
A 133 | 有 200 | WS 2094 | HH 200| 滋 zna | 淘 228 
挟 1934 | 200 | HE 205 | ERE na | Hg 2x8 | 褐 2x8 
AB 1935 | $209 | 長 206 | SÉ me |n 29 | Bone 
烦 0937 | NE 200 | Z8 203 | WK 243 | Jg 204 | HE — 2270 
$ 08 | f 200 | AS nu | BR na | 如 2e | 38 2271 
患 09 | d 238 | Æ 205 | m2 ns | Au o 298 | dg 2m 
Jk 1953 | xx 20 | f& n6 | 和 m | 25 mw | & 2277 
Jk 1954 | gu o | BR 207| 能 zm | 26 o m05 | ESO 2278 
ME 31959 | AM 2033 | fg 208 | be 2297| 206 | RE 2279 
J& 150 | GA 2044 | Wmj 209 | SJ 2u5 | BR mv | Ej 2280 
f 0956 | m 25 SE mo | MH 2u6 | ZB — 20 | $È — 2284 
AL 1967 | "PE 2066 | È 0m | uo ns | Be 220 | 溪 2285 
^L "5 | Wl 2007 | d no | Zy mo | BE mm | dm mm 
冠 199 | 9X 20 | BE 203 | f£ 2m | PH mo | d& 2293 
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TABLE OF NONSTANDARD FORMS 


The table that begins on the facing page lists nonstandard forms of kanji intro- 
duced in this text. Most are traditional forms, which you will encounter in proper 
nouns, in texts written prior to 1946, and in words containing kanji belatedly 
added to the Joyo Kanji List. Familiarity with them will also help you read many 
non-Joyo kanji, which often appear in their traditional form. 

At an intermediate stage of study, use this table to get a general idea of the 
relationship between the standard and nonstandard forms. At an advanced stage 
of study, use it to test your ability to identify the meanings and readings of the non- 
standard forms. When practicing writing, however, always use standard forms. 


Arrangement and Format 
Characters are grouped by the stroke count of their nonstandard forms. Within a 
stroke count section, they are arranged by the stroke count of their radical (as it 


appears in the nonstandard form), then by the entry number of the corresponding 
standard form. 


Nonstandard forms appear to the left of the arrows, standard forms (with their 
entry numbers) to the right. 


Traditional Forms That Have Not Been “Standardized” 


By contrast with the kanji listed on the following pages, those listed below appear 
in the main entries section in their traditional forms, which have not officially 
been replaced. Most are kanji that were added to the Joyo Kanji List in 2010 (unof- 
ficial standardized forms in parentheses): 


能 CE), s Ca), A ( 管 ), 賭 ( 賭 ), 嗅 OR), 5B ( 箋 ), 恨 CA), SE GE), 
僅 C), 前 CRY), 謎 GE), 遡 QD), 淫 GE), 捗 GE), 类 (类 ), 388 GH), 
mee (Hat), BE CBE), 餌 CRID, 嘲 CU), 项 GBO, 診 GE), va GW), 葛 CR). 
The rest are Jinmeiyo or unlisted kanji: 
浴 ( 溢 ), tu (Ba), 篇 (篇 ), XL GE), BE AB), 逢 GE), 储 ( 儲 ), 摘 ( 揃 ) 
ja GE), XE GE), E OR), WE CHRD, 18 (RO, 上 (We). 

When writing any of the previous two sets of kanji, it is both common and 


accepted to use the standardized forms, even if they have not officially replaced 
the traditional forms. 








个 一 简 0261 
个 一 个 0262 
っ 有川 0022 
H —.L 0108 
IH — FA 0447 


及 一 及 1760 
4j — f&) 0541 
内 一 内 015 
Jj — F 0667 
水 一 从 0751 
Bm 0248 
主 一 主 0365 


世 一 世 0604 
册 一 册 0824 
全 一 同 0182 
包 一 包 0457 
J| 9p 1136 
回 一 回 0050 
jt JU 1968 
本 一 本 0031 
平一 平 0334 


| 6STROKES - 
Eo 1212 
A — H 1395 
全 一 全 0078 
住 っ 住 0366 
決 i. 0330 
nh yh 0645 
yk 22K 190 
YA i 0192 
4j RH 0452 
A 4 
JA Jy 1155 
23 — JJ 0418 


© 7 STROKES - 
事 一 事 0080 
lif > JẸ 0912 
佛 — 14 0811 
Ta — $6 1272 
ij — XIJ 0524 
注 一 注 0368 
E n 0301 
IE] — Bil 1769 
FS — AE 0478 
志 3E 0140 
AE XL 1589 
FF — HE 0606 
H 一 村 0651 
步 一 步 0679 
每 一 每 0105 
HE — HI 0439 
見 — Hi 2208 
AL fb 1621 


8 STROKES |. 
两 po 
B] — Fr 0906 
nu — if 0545 
4r — 4 0910 
5d d 072 
H — H. 0837 
Ak — FR 0456 
AR — u58 
Hi — BA 2087 
消 JE 1020 
朱 3A 0812 
JH 45 1784 
Ik > FR 1951 
F 一 芽 1817 
lik — gk 1693 
SE — M 2177 
届 一 届 1528 
{E — fi 0479 
fk — FE 0866 





Bt 4 0972 
所 一 所 0249 
戻 — pi 119 
AR RS 0242 
AE — SE 0274 
栈 一 材 0654 
ZN — BE 1176 
HK — JR 0616 
Jk — FR 0851 
Ho't 1683 
mt cL 0314 
H> 1170 
青 o 
FA — FR 2263 


京 Bt 0245 
侮 一 侮 1571 
jo] — BR 1713 
fg) — $9 127 
BI — BI] 0390 
fil] — Ef 0733 
JA > FH 1185 
必 > PE 1255 
Th. 一 恒 1396 
RE 一 妊 1845 
Alt Hp 2228 
FE — FF 1042 
ph — 3t 1829 
ER > É 2166 
者 一 者 0107 
Bk IR 1366 
Wf — 4p 0640 
Jib — ^E 1485 
App 1329 
Ar — M96 
E 一 毒 013 
B — FR 0612 
BE — EE 1643 
HA — BK 2243 


FE — UE 1564 


10 STROKES - 
3 —> FE 1005 
fff — BF 2168 
党 一 党 1284 
海 一 海 0106 
Wy — ij: 0680 
请 一 请 2006 
挟 一 挟 1934 
X o XE 1253 
dE — E 1590 
HS — BR 0286 
Tee — Ti 1202 
悔 —> Hg 1573 
TR — FE 1933 
Æ — ME 1378 
li: — iz 1932 
35 gg 0424 
[E — FE 1254 
IY: 5b 2240 
效 一 劾 1413 
和 od, 0126 
Ki 一 煙 0768 
fx ig 0414 
IE — EX 0838 
ji — Fi 0316 
mie. — TH. 0641 
WL — TL 1200 
ji — Bs 1384 
»y — f. 0333 
mW fe 
Hit — Hh 1670 
bi — Bi 1560 
dk X 077 
WA — FS 0669 
BS — ZS 1898 


T STROKES - 
休 一 条 m 
優一 仮 0921 
BOE 1481 


区 一 区 0297 


Be 一 参 1238 
iat — i 0979 
Hi E 1458 
G — i 1492 
He —> 1587 
WN — HA 1826 
陷 一 陷 1375 
Ak — HEF 0534 
— [Æ| 0075 
Ha] — Pl 0459 
Hi — Hi 0580 
将 一 将 0614 
A 一 巣 0601 
屏 Bi 2170 
lE — EE 1652 
4m 1232 
従一 従 0869 
教 2x 0632 
Wy — Hih 1108 
敏 — di. 1574 
書 A 0456 
H — Hf 1275 
Het — Abe 1198 
BH — BH 1476 
ER EE 1947 
AX — BL 0998 
RL — Fx 0522 
Æ PE 0181 
WE — FE 0496 
AW 0791 
Wt — on 
AA — 4A 9419 
因 P wn 
处 一 妃 0553 
Hg — KE 2003 
盾 > & 0318 
Hy — Ef 0653 
Fl BH 0449 
高 一 高 0185 
BE X 0131 
部 — 3H 2238 
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"12.STROKES 
fer — Pe 1222 
剰 一 剩 1007 
勝っ 勝 0460 
2E — FF 0542 
"od m 
ik lg 0207 
Us — BE 2180 
萬 7j 0018 
著 3E 0707 
i x10 
都 一 都 0244 
隆 一 隆 1376 
dí — dy 0947 
T — Jp 1972 
FH — BA 0462 
ae — He 1402 
> ms 
jt — fi] 0178 
AS d$ ne 
BH > WF 1333 
3& — if 1273 
过 一 过 1475 
RE — HE 0546 


PLUS bs 


Hi — HH 0581 


MIA 


E. — fii 1068 
X — Hit 0329 
Hi — Hà 0975 
朝一 朝 0145 
HR 1584 
Jk — FE 1796 
ME 5X 1583 
mx — x 2052 
A — FB, 136 
2 — jÉ) 0176 
Ji — Je 2089 
f — BE 0704 
BS — FE 0148 
WE 1304 
Fit fus 
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fai —> Z 0558 
Wk 
2X —> FE 2040 
BI — HE 1820 
EVO A o 
现 一 视 0623 
Æ 一 里 0535 


PERSE 


X: EY 0915 


. 13 STROKES. 
BL — GL 0380 
会 一 会 0226 
偉 つ 伝 0223 
à — Bh 1732 
DR > 7 0127 
温 一 温 0199 
it ie 2267 
B ixns 
H $58 ne 
1g 18 1527 
dij df 1597 
揭 一 揭 2272 
卿 一 郷 1295 
TE > [Ei 1718 
喝 一 喝 2270 
彫っ 円 0013 
— pt 0435 
塚 > I 2203 
Bg — PEL 1562 
JER — JES 0287 


Ji — Fe 0327 
Z5 — Zh 2179 


ION AN 


5 一 暑 1444 
肥 — Hog 1973 
BE — HE 1572 
Bk jx 1577 
者 一 者 ne 
Fi XR 2169 
RE > FE 1623 
i — FHL 2088 





bi 


— M 0141 
Hi — jj 1613 
法 18 0905 
Ti — $E 1618 
经 一 经 057 
对 一 群 1408 
号 一 号 0300 
E Jn 2004 
AE つっ 装 1591 
fE — HE 0345 

一 与 0858 
Bx 一 飲 0289 
仙一 飯 0377 


HJ uH 1594 


“性 STROKES © 
fg — fie 1226 
f — 45 1237 
i — iij 0179 
滞っ 滞 1233 
UR — JE 1730 
jJ 38 1602 
隙 — PR 1876 
BE 一 惨 1239 
嘆 — BE 1731 
Wiz — WE 2010 
— [X] 0298 
[8] 一 団 0649 
H 一 場 0445 
JoBNnn 
AE — AE 0615 
B S 0499 
fq 1015 
質 一 寛 1041 
对 一 村 0650 
ae 一 寿 1544 
WE — Hb 0341 
3% 3$ 1371 
JE — SHE 1555 
BR — Gt 1245 


# — KR 0338 
Jk 一 癒 0948 
ji — JE 1947 
ffi — BR 0684 
His — Ti 1484 
mi — qb 1486 
AE 1445 
Wü — t 0489 
精 一 精 0976 
PE — RE 1622 
RR — ARK 0607 
eb 一 台 099 
5 一 说 1197 

E — uh 1480 


HIN 


d >H 1962 
轻 — HE 1256 
Wi — BR 1142 
gaj — f] 0823 
we wk 2016 
y — FF 1258 


;35STROKES . 
TE — HW 0548 
fig — IR 1032 
gl] — RIJ 1033 
fii aj 1601 
UE 1055 
消 一 溜 1171 
洲 (E1234 
Hg 一 憎 1225 
WE — BE 1822 
AR 一 黑 0536 
増 一 増 1023 
FB PB 2212 
層 — JS 1224 
43 一 写 0859 
HR JA 0238 
旨 — ui 1075 
ja — By 1190 


RK 次 一 BR 1035 








AH — 8H 1557 
BX — RL 0309 
ih — BS 0302 
di 一 样 0501 
T — AK 1386 
楼 一 楼 1957 
Ek 一 欧 1385 
区 — KẸ 1387 
AGBs 
AX 一 稿 1580 
EX Xt 2053 
1 — $5 2208 

fi — fifi 0391 
Hie — f 0211 
Wk — HK 0610 
緒 — KH 1450 
練 f 2062 
請 つ 請 0977 
Ei FE 0353 
EX — BR 1586 
Pe — NE 1625 
RE — BE 2129 
Gt — 4 1196 
Bg — pi 1199 
衝 — z 1792 
Bj — BR 0674 





16 STROKES | 
4H — fg 0291 
者 | 一 刘 1261 
動 — 動 1778 
WR BH 1930 
JJ] — pl) 2037 
ER 1504 
JE JU 0554 
H — FH 194 
fe — FR 1503 
A — BRE 0962 
際 — [gz 1031 
ES — BA 2213 





独 一 独 0346 
2x qm 0295 
Ei — B 0856 
学 一 学 0099 
xm dx 7 
lik — HAR 0461 
He — EE 0770 
E — FR 0854 
横 e 
HE mE 1821 
XE > JE 1144 
KR — JRE 0853 
KJ 0440 
E — BE 0769 
ft& — PK 0364 
fü — FR wn 
HK — 1H. 0844 
As > de 1244 
衛 — (8j 066 
ER — Bay 0946 
語 — IH 1399 
諸 つ 諸 1448 
BA AR 1325 
输 一 输 0945 
jz — F 0163 
BE ^u 
fk  $ 0608 
$% — $R 1585 
静 Bf 0978 
BEA 0995 
fy — fi 1963 
JH — $H 1923 
BR — BR 0762 


ANN 


HE — H 0507 


—TZSTROKES . 


温 1m 0200 
iB iR. 0909 
VBE iB 1168 


Jf yy 1260 


EE — EE 179 
隐 一 隐 1312 
BR > JE 0186 
XH 0908 
i) — y 0685 
应 一 应 0850 
Br — Ek 2007 
BE — HE 1026 
BR X 1247 
騰 — HH 1982 
检 一 检 29 
Ax) 
TE — TÉ 1076 
fü — RE 1314 
PE — AE 2148 
At hu 
M — fà. 0557 
AE — fE 0871 
RX — BE 1575 
EE — 4 0703 
RE —> 052 
#2 — |H 0771 
ug — iK 0827 
ii — ak 1370 
iE — IE 1400 
BH — ug 2271 
Ha — BS 1326 
SE — HH 2063 
a — xdt 2050 
BE 一 > 点 0349 


いい‘ 


HE — FF 1259 


7:18 STROKES 
EE 一 双 1498 


J — HL 0813 
Ek — 7 0225 
SHE — SBE 0303 
Jb 一 项 0695 
A — FR 0764 
lj — Hp 1852 


ER — B 0885 
断 一 断 0849 
EE — HE 1446 
HE — Hh 2038 
Be I 1018 
ie — TL 0313 
Be 0243 
RE — RE 1733 
EHE HP 0513 
WB — iy 0224 
BE — Fe 0561 
AE E 2128 
$a — $H 1719 
AE — E 0379 
ER — BA 0180 
46  f& 2061 


19 STROKES 
il fj 1129 
ie — ie, 0508 
瀬 一 瀬 1931 
稳 — EE 0494 
BEBE 1667 
Hi — BH 1666 
币 — KE 2191 
BR — BR 0763 
x& — J) 0195 
JE — JA 1941 
FS > FS 1313 
縮 一 絵 0525 
EX ER 1576 
WB 194 
WB 一 縄 2073 
i? — BR 2294 
入 一 证 0550 
7t — FF 1166 
Hg — BS 1227 
Be — RE 1465 
Bg — BY 0451 
E — $E 0712 


类 一 类 0310 


兰 Bj us 
二 — HE 1665 
嬢 一 嬢 1663 
E'R 0074 
fee — n 0810 
HE — JH 1996 
Te — He 0929 
ER — BR 1157 
iis — AE 0848 
a > 1213 
AR EP 0325 
角 — fit 0344 
FAL —> 2% 1246 
Be — ah 1505 
FER 1506 
[sl — [eg 1363 
Bk ES 1390 
a 一 党 0319 


His — WS 0676 


21 STROKES. 
fig H 1235 
H — HE 1786 
BE JE 1872 
HE — ME 1130 
BR Jd 1249 
欄 — Na] 1490 
Ek — #R 1131 
T — foe 0354 
Ji — FP 1052 
$y 一 鉄 0564 
B — EK 1388 
Gk Sj 1512 
BE — FË 2284 


` -22 STROKES 


臓 一 臓 1974 


HR —> FP 1520 
$8 fg 1566 
Hh — pm 1669 
覧 一覧 2026 
ae 一 访 0355 
$34 1545 
7A 一 继 1297 
E — É um 


gt 一 恋 0775 
ieee 一 灾 ym 
織 — sk 2008 
WE— 4 1368 
$e — fA 2065 
gH 一 顕 1921 
EZ — ER 0339 
ES — Ee 1030 
He 一 体 0062 
fi —> BH 2215 


24 STROKES - 
嘱 — We, 1873 
Ei — SA 2178 
BH — f 1128 
让 一 让 1662 
HE PRE 1664 


sk > SE 2110 


iB 15 1500 
a Jp 044 
E — Ji 1306 
Wt 75 0776 


26 STROKES - 
BER n! 
Mods nm 


Table of Nonstandard Forms 











SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO 
THE JOYO KANJI LIST (2010) 


In June 2010 the National Diet of Japan approved changes to the official Joyo 
(regular-use) Kanji List (常用 漢字 表 )、One hundred ninety-six kanji were added to 
the list, an act that recognized not only the usefulness of these kanji, but also the 
growing convenience of using kanji since the advent of keyboard input. The crite- 
ria used for deciding whether to add a kanji to the list included (a) its frequency of 
use, (b) its overall functionality, especially its capacity for generating compounds, 
(c) its importance to culture or daily life, (d) whether it is used in compounds that 
are ambiguous if written in mixed kanji-kana form, (e) whether it has an on read- 
ing, and (f) its importance as a component part inside other kanji. Kanji used only 
in proper nouns were excluded, but an exception was made for kanji used in the 
names of Japanese prefectures (e.g., Pt and ii) or in other geographic terms of 
similar importance to the Japanese language (e.g., # and i). 

The 196 newly listed kanji, with the numbers of their entries in this book, 
appear below. 


RE OU QW OR X 椅 4 Xx 咽 m m B m 
224] 2249 0730 à 1651 2096 1456 à 1332 2120 2039 1727 1844 0828 2141 0728 
gom xn m m € 音 F Lk d GB i 
1125 2178 1301 0178 0621 1356 0816 1816 2167 1428 1178 1429 1652 1303 
& oW W 8 2 m W x d & Ww o4 Hm 
2162 2234 1936 2269 1898 2057 0662 2219 0967 2061 2055 0471 2054 1561 
中 4 d ho p B 熊 語 m m m 桁 m 
0203 1734 0213 1717 1938 à 1843 0894 1995 2086 1494 1876 2229 1248 2077 
股 虎 鋼 勾 梗 喉 now 駒 u d 沙 H 
2143 1990 0912 2079 2246 2233 1674 1805 1508 2276 1916 1323 1747 1699 
x ox 埼 Ww 利 拶 斬 次 qo 鹿 叱 Mo 
0987 2232 1334 2228 0523 2248 1704 1454 1474 2173 2255 1768 2253 202 
Y ow x M OW xu n c o" 須 RE 醒 F 
2177] 1531 1671 1324 2085 1027 1895 2184 2033 1928 1534 1458 1626 2153 
W OX X NW 診 x M m NU € * m m dg 
2042 1749 2040 1983 2231 1582 1215 1518 1776 1222 2289 1947 1322 1603 
E dk Mm OR d GE Bo d ND 貼 " d od 
2060 1748 1401 2151 1914 2155 1392 2081 2009 2130 1266 2221 1924 2152 
KW d$ dk m OR du HO 藤 瞳 栃 D A OG 
0201 1132 1420 2264 1720 2254 1447 2235 2084 2038 1920 1159 0436 1410 
奈 d 4 g Ww d B OH * 池 汎 OX 
0635 1175 1774 1488 2245 2300 1700 2278 0609 1443 2119 1632 0376 1854 
H M M 3b om WD BR E XE wp 蜂 o 频 時 
0530 1989 1988 1115 0970 2225 2172 1487 2279 1600 1381 2208 1935 1433 
枕 kk fof 弥 BM GS dx 瘍 活 
2036 2249 0656 1382 1592 2238 0951 0685 1364 2140 2006 2176 1945 2175 
dox x m d m ow Nm n w t 能 wo 鹏 
2239 1464 2031 2252 1716 1241 0954 2251 1240 1229 2220 0509 2257 1993 


ES ry RU 








The following five kanji were removed from the Joyo Kanji List (entry num- 
bers in parentheses): ^j (0158), $% (1011), BE (2068), AR (2019), AJ (2244). 


The new Joyo Kanji List also recognizes 28 new readings (entry numbers in 


parentheses): 

1. 28 (0396) ゆ だ ( ね る ) 39132 15. 3 (1702) い (<) ノン 逝く 

2. B (0489) は ぐ く ( む ) ABD 16. 抽 (1833) つた な ( い ) de 

3. Its (0850) こ た ( え る ) ン 応え る 17. Z (0078) すべ (て ) 全て 

4. 消 (1493) コッ 18. 8l (0697) つく (る ) 創る 
(e.g., 滑稽 な / こ っ けい な ) 19. ZE (1143) は や (まる ) / HES 

s. B] (0451) か か (わる ) 関わ る 20. 描 (1824) か (<) 描く 

6. 88 (0291) や か た 館 21. 他 (0189) ほか ノ 他 

7. Sai (2028) か ん が (みる ) 鑑み る 22. 中 (0035) Yay (e.g, 一 日 中 プ い ち に 

8. HE (1426) こ ( む ) ノ 混む ち じ ゅ う ) 

9. 私 (0237) わた レノ 私 23. 放 (0574) ほう (る ) ノ 放 る 

10. & (1560) に お ( う ) 4/85 24. 务 (0687) つと (まる ) “BES 

11. 8 (007) Yay (eg, 旬 の 魚 プ し ゅ ん 25.99 (0948) い ( え る ) ン 癒え る 
の さか な ) いや ( す ) グ 癒す 

12. ÎR (0873) の ( べ る ) 述べ る 26. 要 (0547) か な め ン ノン 要 

13. 振 (0903) ふ ( れ る ) ノ 振れ る 27. 絡 (0790) か ら ( め る ) 絡め る 

14, PE (1622) ws 一 粹 28. 类 (0310) 7:4 (0) o 


The new list has also eliminated three readings: 


1. HA (2243) 


X 2. 疲 (1948) 


and changed one reading: 


1. 側 (0626) 


か わ > Fp 


Nonstandardized Characters 


つか ( ら す )/ 疲 ら す 


3. 浦 (1599) ホ 





Among the 196 characters added to the revised joyo Kanji List, several were sim- 
plified or “standardized,” if you will, to match kanji already on the list (for exam- 
ple, & was listed as €, so as to match 層 and 増 ). A couple of dozen other newly 
listed kanji were not standardized in this way (for example, # was not standard- 
ized to match fk and 録 ). The policy was not to impose these non-standardized 
forms on the public as the only acceptable forms for these kanji, but merely to list 
these kanji in the forms in which they are used most often (you should thus feel at 
liberty to use standardized forms for these kanji in your own writing). While the 
inclusion of these non-standardized forms creates an additional challenge for the 
learner, it also serves to highlight the importance of learning to recognize kanji | 
variants. These will continue to exist for as long as people use kanji. 

The following are newly listed characters that were not officially simplified/ 
standardized (unofficial simplified/standardized forms in parentheses): 


能 GEO, # (AD, E CD, 賭 ( 赌 ), IR OR), S (BS), 恨 ( 恨 ) 十 GED, 僅 (D, BY (RID), 
謎 GE), 遡 QD, 淫 GE), 捗 ( 捗 ), 天 ORD, 356 GO, 只 ( 喻 ) BF ( 餅 ), BH. (BED, 嘲 CR), 
项 GO, 診 GD), BH QD, 5 C53). 

The following are newly listed characters that were simplified/standardized 
(non-simplified/standardized forms in parentheses): 


Gt (St), f& ($8), 曾 ED), 痩 O80, 麺 Gl), 弥 ORO. 


Summary of Changes to the Joyo Kanji List £ 














TABLE OF JINMEIYO KANJI 


This table lists the Jinmeiyo (name-use) kanji arranged by stroke count (those 
introduced in this text appear with their entry numbers). I have excluded kanji 
recently added to the Joyo list, which, based on precedent, can be expected to dis- 
appear from the Jinmeiyo list. I have also excluded traditional forms of Joyo kanji, 
which are included in the Jinmeiyo list because of their use in names; these can be 
found in the Table of Nonstandard Forms. 

The Jinmeiyo list recognizes standardized variants of some kanji within its own 
set, shown below in parentheses (those introduced in this text are shown with 
their entry numbers): #4 (8 0217); $t ( 兽 1222); 3& (sa 1371); X. (EL 1395); Jj (8H 1826); 
BE (FE 2240); Bt (i); 渚 ( 渚 ); 琢 ( 琢 ); T CH); 称 ( 标 ); T ABD); BE CBD); 凛 (ED); $8 a); 
ta (KE); T CED; GH (ON); ie (85). In some cases, the Jinmeiyo list does not include a 
kanji’s standardized variant. Of these, four appear in this text, classified as “off- 
list? kanji (3% 1576, 掴 1602, $8 1614, and # 2128). When used in words (rather than 
names), such kanji are more likely to appear in standardized form. 











2STROkES | SSTROKES | 让 在 个 j^ 1885 
Jy ws | D] 136 | fü i 杜 加 
ト (JR o0 | 此 156| 牡 Py 096 | 3 
BEEN: 而 fi iti F 
3smoks | ph v8 | yy 06 X 芭 At 
X F H ik KE 杵 
之 qms | BÀ 未 R X 3E 
已 2% | 仔 尖 gs | XX Wy Wk 
也 W € | 托 s n 省 
E 只 19% | 弛 玖 e 186 | qp 
x il xb 165 | do 020 | [fü IE 
C STRO JE JH 4 = Ép 
f X, ik By zs 杭 

jt 0590 |] JR wn vs | AF 2U 1857 
4i 6STROKES | X ar 存 B 

£ JH — 1 | 助 fk JG 1789 
i 伊 06 | 再 p .8STROKES | É 
E 027 | B E 0195 | 杖 058 | Bn] 0899 | A 

gj wx 2158 ES 或 no | BH 1684 

J; mm | R he 050 | 在 其 1757 
E 3l Jg 0729 | 陀 














[E Ot 


[EE OE ER OH SRF SS BA S En EE I CE DD eub ms 





1713 


2226 





Ti 





0411 


1533 





0258 


0846 


0156 
2192 


LS RASS S8 2E jo RS MESS CHKAMSS RMA 


i ES oe ee SS 


> 
TO) 


1891 
0781 


2240 


1790 


1637 


2078 


SRE aE SEE SSPE SR EEEIEE 


qi 


Xu 2 a SOS REO POE BH 





0754 


2261 


1736 


n = 


H 


FR OE EE 


Ir 


lh 
I 


Bi SEF GF EN WIDE ROSE NOR M ui SIS Sct OB) RE SK BE ng S5 DW DD [S nup D ZEE RD D WU Du OM 2 


Š 


1858 


3E x OBS SE OS 


nu 


d 


1291 


2076 


1742 
2144 


0217 





0913 


1554 
1439 


SAREE FERRERS HHS RSS SS 


2108 
1826 


1068 


To 
て ーー 


wap SE EP 


Table of Jinmeiyo Kanji 








By es is 綾 XE 幡 

ER 标 椿 陰 JE Ag 

戦 黄 16 | fü 榎 TE 番 

lE 9 | x& 1371 | HH p Ej Ri 

18 神 通 HL 3 [3] 

而 HK 橋 file pi HE 1538 
腔 TK B 1926 | xà 05% | BRK 無 

E Hi t SE 100 | 綺 篇 1084 
期 琉 鳩 283 p JN 劉 

[5i fie 坊 VE Ti zi 

次 3H 153 | 楓 Jit x X 

if Fh pe zn 捆 f. 

iH 発 3t = n Ji 

et 焰 稔 3k iB 

Hi zx EE 5STROKES | 24 

Wi 13 STROKES | 靖 EA üz AR 

惣 ES 備 Be 噂 200 | DE 

揃 157 | 浴 05 P5 指 x E 

琢 Hite 容 1H 篇 

要 HE 0 | 溜 | OB j£ 205 | 16STROKES 
洪 ini H i8 BL fi 

智 mjg pg ifr ü ES 

筑 跨 XE — 005 | Hà 项 F 

ii T] üt m | BE E AL 

HE — 0213 | WE Wie vn | X T] JE 1741 
増 A Il B3 m0 | 撤 nee | HK 

E 狮 Tb T 醇 "S nm 
BL 時 285 | 混 LJ 樟 桶 

E p 糧 Wu m j|% 9n 
ei | HE ji E 所 柄 

圧 瑞 A 賑 0%0 | ng 第 

FE E i WE 2299 | 篇 1581 
^] 楚 2H HE 机 95 

HA E ー gt fit 辑 

淵 wu. smokes | ZH Tài $8 

BE 152 BE ue | ap 辅 播 $E 


Appendix 10 





& EA Da 次 RE i 

We T8; fer BE 

fe 20 | UB 19STROKES | 20STROKES | [BE 

ke x 18STROKES | FE 779, | BE KB 

HE Bie 弟 T8 厳 

Be HE d te ”mM% | X 23 STROKES 
B 条 鯉 鯛 Bil fe 

F: Be ÎR fe p € nm 
i5 HE 6 WE ns | sg B 

次 m pu [1 21 STROKES 

d D ib p. i 4 STROKES 
| ii NEC |a Ls 
"remos wp zm | JE fi ii E 2286 
RE un] dh Ww | PR 灘 Ko 

& 0 | B 0% | 煙 [ES 

微 D 第 dt 22 STROKES 

$H 領 ig 5 響 1 


Table of Jinmeiyo Kanji 





TABLE OF HYOGAI KANJI 


Kanji that do not belong to either the Joyo or Jinmeiyo lists are known as #24} (Os 
うがい , off-list) kanji. This table lists all the byogai kanji introduced in this text, 
arranged by stroke count and shown with their entry numbers. 

Included in this classification are four kanji, marked with an asterisk, that are 
standardized versions of kanji included in the Jinmeiyo Kanji List (3% 1576, 38] 1602, 
if 1614, and $$ 2128). When used in words (as opposed to names), such kanji are 
more likely to appear in standardized form. 




















DUTSTROKE Æ 1937 10 STROKES © JH 2089 He * 1614 
(C) 0014 IR 1851 ME 059 Bi ne dto wm 

Tr mn HX — 206 fs 20 JA 194 
_3 STROKES En iE * 208 
^J 0168 | 8sTROKES — "44 STROKES 

咏 — 207 WE 2000 | 85TROKES © 
< A STROKES Se 2058 TE 1509 
A] 2244 | -9STROKES - HE 2256 

Æ — 0551 RU 1682 “21 STROKES - 
5 STROKES 洒 079 A 1724 | 15STROKES Wk 2138 
H[] 1360 3| — n9 dg mm 中 1852 

iM 1588 
6 STROKES ` 咳 20 “AZSTROKES | -16 STROKES ` 
mm 0206 Bà nm 对 0826 Sie wn 
È nm Jg 2 Fe 201 Be 179 

AH 2098 
<17 STROKES - .13STROKES |  17STROKES 、 
采 087 $E 199 Ux * 1576 








mo ——— a ee 
STROKE COUNT INDEX 


This index lists each kanji by its total stroke count. Use this index if you don't 
know any of a kanji's readings and are not confident that you can quickly find it 
in the Radical Index. 


Format and Arrangement 


Within each stroke count section, kanji are arranged first by their radicals (dis- 
played along the left side of each column) and then by their entry numbers. Radi- 
cals appear in ascending order of their own stroke count. To make it easier to lo- 
cate the radicals, radical variants that differ significantly in appearance from their 
parent forms are listed independently, according to their own stroke count. For 
example, 肘 is listed with the four-stroke radical H, even though the parent form 
of its radical is six-stroke 肉 . To determine a kanji's traditional radical, consult its 
main entry. 

If you do not find a kanji listed here under its stroke count, you may be looking 
for the standardized version of a kanji that has not officially been standardized. 
Check for it under an alternative stroke count, or in the list of non-standardized 
forms appearing at the bottom of the Table of Nonstandard Forms. 


Counting Strokes 

To make it easier to use this index, memorize the stroke counts of the following 
graphemes with easily mistaken stroke counts: T- (3), B/ B (3), i (3), を (3), 久 (3), 
& (4) and E: (7). 

It is also useful to memorize the stroke counts of frequently encountered, high- 
stroke-count graphemes, such as ^^ (6), # (6), # (7), H (7), 8 (7), E (7), $ (8), ^* (8), 
H (9), and & (10). For detailed information on how to count strokes, refer to the 
Appendix “How to Count Strokes" in the Kodansha Kanji Learner's Dictionary. 


と ju 0n | x X 0058 ` 丸 02 | + P 07 

ー 一 00022 | J 了 0958 之 1755 f Z 0652 
と (C, 152 | = — 0003 | 3STRokES。 | / 和久 0904 | o [I] 0019 
O Q om | 人 人 5 | — = oom 及 ve | t o» 
A 入 0039 Jj wn | と 名 1805 | + 士 0350 

“2STROKES | 人 八 0010 T ooo | + To 03 | タタ 0265 
一 七 0009 | 7 JJ 0085 上 on |æ JL 1629 | X 大 00 
J 0437 | カ jj 0086 xc 057 | 刀 JJ wv | & Zr 0093 

J Jy 1754 | + - 0005 与 0858 | 77 ^J Wm | T 子 00% 











4 STROKES 


寸 
小 
山 
川 
工 
c 


JU Hou 


sf 


小 


M 
EE 


UA (0H 


0381 
0034 
0037 
0022 
0108 
0426 
2296 
0203 
0408 
0421 


-- 4 STROKES | 


JL 
^ 


不 


BVSYEKRAIAAV OATES e A A A a 


& 


勾 


Index 1 


0049 
0590 
0035 
0667 
1758 
0163 
0007 
0434 
0686 
0228 
0611 
0811 
1094 
0136 
0008 
0089 
0013 
0215 
1968 
0296 
0086 
0088 
0524 
0171 
2244 
2245 
2246 


“ie metas 
AGAR Fe 0T SPOOR HOH d S2 2S (B d ASS err A SSRIS IR Ee 


& 
t 


BHA EE PROP OG mom AbOCM de oH HH 


0120 
0297 
1801 
0115 
1051 
0725 
0374 
0399 
1155 
1498 
0270 
0294 
0565 
1559 
0677 
2274 
0337 
1100 
0527 
2145 
0422 
1186 
0056 
0072 
0248 
0046 
0373 
0101 
0757 
0193 
0173 
0001 
0023 
0028 
0277 
0042 
0123 
0487 
0476 


AER 


N 
ン 


~ EMS 


oF +E SF 


- 5STROKES 


SP ON a) 


A 


AE 


N 
v 
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Walls  C-———————— 
RADICAL INDEX 


This index lists each kanji by its traditional “radical,” or semantic root grapheme. 
It may be convenient to use this index when you do not know any readings for a 
kanji and can identify its radical. The radical most often appears at the left side of 
a left-right kanji, at the top of a top-bottom kanji, or as an enclosure. Important 
exceptions include 


(a) Radicals that often/always appear at the right (radical number in parentheses): 
Jas  H(26 欠 ⑦6)  &(66 B 163  f&ü72 页 (181) 


(b) Radicals that often/always appear at the bottom (radical number in paren- 
theses): 
JLa0 (6)  ^(86 R (154) 


For many kanji, identifying the radical is straightforward. For example, we can 
easily guess the radicals of 7 (O), S£ (^7), and 廉 ( 广 ) by following the basic rule 
of using the left-hand, topmost, or enclosing grapheme. For many other kanji, 
however, this rule does not help us correctly identify the portion of the kanji tra- 
ditionally designated as its radical (for example, the traditional radical of 聞 is not 
the enclosure 門 , but the enclosed element 耳 ). Because of this unpredictability, it 
is best to use this index only when you do not know any of a kanji's readings but 
are reasonably confident you can identify its radical. When you do not know the 
radical either, use the Stroke Count Index. 


Format and Arrangement 


Each section heading displays the radical's number and parent form, followed 
in parentheses by an important abbreviated form, if any (abbreviated forms that 
do not differ significantly from their parent forms are not likely to appear). The 
numbers running along the left side of each column indicate each kanji's residual 
stroke count (the stroke count after excluding the radical). The four-digit numbers 
at the right side are entry numbers. 

Radicals are arranged by the stroke count of their parent forms, using their 
conventional numbers from 1 to 214 (missing numbers belong to radicals not des- 
ignated as the root grapheme of any kanji in this course). Within each radical 
group, kanji are arranged in order of their residual stroke counts, and then alpha- 
betically by their readings as shown in this text—first any on reading(s), then any 
kun readings). 

Because this index has been prepared in accordance with the traditional radi- 
cal system, it lists radicals according to the stroke counts of their parent forms. 
Note the correspondence between the following abbreviated and parent forms, 
listed in order of their radical numbers (stroke counts in parentheses): 








61.1 (3)=- (4) 96. F(= EG) | 162. (3)- € (7) 

64. $ (3) = (4) 113. % (4) = 示 (5) 163. B (as in 都 ) (3) = & (7) 
85. 3 (3) = 水 (4 130. H (4) = 肉 (6) 170. | (as in 隅 ) (3) = & (8) 
94. 5 (3) = È (4) 145. 4 (5) = (6) 


Lost Radicals 


In the orthographic reforms that followed World War II, some kanji were simpli- 
fied so as to lose their traditional radicals. These kanji can be found here both 
under the traditional radical (with the traditional form of the kanji shown in pa- 
rentheses), and under a replacement radical drawn from the simplified form (with 
a cross-reference to the old radical). In both cases, the entry number is followed 
by a superscript circle (?). 
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READINGS INDEX 


This index lists the kanji in a-i-u-e-o order by their on (Chinese-derived) and kun 
(native) readings, This is a convenient index to use whenever you know at least 
one of a kanji’s readings. When you do not know any readings for a kanji, use the 
Radical Index or the Stroke Count Index. 

When a kanji has both an oz reading and a kun reading, it is generally more 
convenient to start with the kun reading, which is less likely to have homophones. 


Format and Arrangement 


This index contains all the readings given in the main entries, listed in the order 
of the kana syllabary (described in the appendix on kana in The Kodansba Kanji 
Learner’s Dictionary). On readings precede kun readings (=, Z), ordinary readings 
precede prefixes ( こ , こ -), and prefixes precede suffixes ( こ -, - こ ). Readings are di- 
vided into sections by their initial syllable. In this division, readings that start with 
voiced sounds Ce. で 72, に , etc.) have their own sections; e.g., readings that begin 
with 2 or こ appear in one section (under the heading “=”), while readings that 
begin with ゴ or 二 appear in the next section (under the heading “こう ). 

Homophones appear in ascending order of their stroke counts, then by their 
radical numbers, then by their entry numbers in this course. When more than ten 
kanji share the same reading, the stroke counts are indicated by small numerals to 
the left of the kanji. The four-digit numerals to the right of the kanji are the entry 
numbers. 

As in the main entries, on readings appear in katakana and kun readings in hira- 
gana. Unlike the main entries, okurigana readings do not appear in parentheses. 
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HOW TO LOOK UP A KANJI 


Three indexes are provided for your convenience. It is generally fastest to use 
them in the following order of priority: 


1. Readings Index 


When you know at least one reading of a kanji it is most efficient to use this 
index, which for this reason is placed closest to the back. When a kanji has 
both an on (Chinese-derived) reading and a kun (native) reading, it is gener- 
ally more convenient to start with the kun reading, which is less likely to have 
homophones. Homophones appear in ascending order of their stroke counts. 


2. Radical Index 


This index lists each character by its traditional “radical,” or semantic root. It 
may be convenient to use this index when you don’t know any readings for 
a kanji and can identify its radical. The radical most often appears at the left 
side of a left-right kanji, at the top of a top-bottom kanji, or as an enclosure. 
Important exceptions: 


Radicals that often/always appear at the right 
(radical number in parentheses): 


ias) D (26) (76) (66) E 63) #Œ (172) H (181) 


Radicals that often/always appear at the bottom 
(radical number in parentheses): 


JL (10) 心 (61) » (86) H (154) 


Because this index has been prepared in accordance with the traditional radical 
system, it lists radicals according to the stroke counts of their parent forms. 
Note the correspondence between the following abbreviated and parent forms, 
listed in order of their radical numbers (stroke counts in parentheses): 


61. T (3) = Ò (4) 96. F (4) = 玉 (5) 162. i (3)- € (7) 
64. 4$ (3) = 手 (4) 113. % (4) = 示 (5) 163. B(as in 4B) (3) = & (7) 


85. Y (3) = 水 (A) 130. Jl (4) = W (6) 170. [ (as in 隅 ) (3) = =Œ (8) 
94. 3 (3) = X (4) 145. t (5) = X (6) 


3. Stroke Count Index 


Use this index if you don't know any of a character's readings and are not con- 
fident that you can quickly find it in the Radical index. 

To make it easier to use this index, memorize the stroke counts of the fol- 
lowing graphemes with easily mistaken stroke counts: 子 (3), B/B (3), i. (3), 
Li. (3), ot (3), A (4), and E (7). 

It is also useful to memorize the stroke counts of frequently encountered, 
high-stroke-count graphemes, such as * (6), # (6), 车 (7) H (7), à (7), B (7), 
$ (8), ^* (8), H (9), and 5 (10). 
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“The most effective kanji learning tool 


available today.” 
—Jack Halpern, CEO of The CJK Dictionary Institute and editor in 
chief of The Kodansha Kanji Learner's Dictionary 


This course provides a complete system for acquiring all the characters needed 
for genuine literacy. The 2300 entries summarize each kanjis meaning(s) 

with concise, easily memorized keywords—conveniently cross-referenced 

with sample vocabulary to illustrate how the kanji is used in typical words 
and phrases. Mnemonic annotations for each kanji help you remember its 
meaning(s) and distinguish it from other, similar-looking characters. 


Basic meanings, each with a Officially recognized and 

capitalized keyword tor easy supplementary readings, including 
memorization, and numbered readings newly recognized in the 2010 
for cross-reference with the revisions to the Joyo Kanji List 


sample vocabulary (at right) 
Superscript circle indicates a word that 
is useful to learn as an illustration of a 


Head characte! 
reading, a meaning, or both 


with stroke order 


' ROLL UP, wind D< まく roll up; wind sample 
2VOLUME JRXiA3, まき こむ roll(uDl wrap: involve drag, vocabulary, 
arranged in 
2 | 中 PA じょう ちゅう げ か 4 set of three volumes the Order ot 
Ra) ihe character's 
2g E べ っ か ん separate volume, extra issue 0090 numbered 


TA fÆ か 4 す ぼ ぽ ぼん scroll, rolled book 0094, 0031 


Entry 
number § | 
In ancient China, long records were kept on tally sticks ( J&) bound with string. To store such meanings 

*| records, the Chinese simply wound them up into a ROI L—Trepresented here by し (roll 
| up). When referring to a bound work, 巻 corresponds.to the English “VOLUME,” which itsell に EM 

derives from the Latin word for "ROLL volvere. &s- 次 0456 Note on how 

to remember 
the character's 

Meanings 





Radical 
‘na 
radical 

number 
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